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AHHOMayus

lpowinio HeCKOMbKO MecAyes ¢ mex rnop, Kak Apus 8 nocaedHuli pas sudena lMeppu. Mecsaysi ¢
mex nop, Kak [leppu 6bin nposo3znaweH KposHbim 8oxdem [lomoka, a Apus nony4una
HesbINoAHUMY Muccuto. Ternepb, HAKOHEU, OHU 80ccoeOuHuUnuUcs. Ho ux eoccoeduHeHue 0asneKko He
udeasnbHo. [Tomoky He Hpasumca Apus, bbiewaA MoceneHKa. U ¢ yxyoweHuem 3¢upHbIX WMOopPMOos,
Y2POHAOWUX HEHOOEHHOMY Cyu,ecmeosaHuro KaaHa, Apua HayuHaem 60AMbCA, YmMo ocmasumo
Meppu no3adu, 803MOHHO, eOUHCMBeHHbIU crnocob crnacmu ux o60oux.

o0 yepo3oli noxcHobix Opy3eli u cuabHbIX uckywerul, Apus u lleppu 3a0aomca 80MpPOCom,
cmoxcem au ux 110608b rnepexums 8e4HYH HOYb ?
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I'1aBa 1. IEPET'PUH

Apua bbina 3gech.

Meppu cnepoBan 3a ee 3anaxom, H6bICTPO ABUraAcb B HoUW. OH He cbaBnAn wWwara, BrNALbIBAACH B
TEMHbIN Niec, X0oTA cepgle belweHo KONOTUNOCL B rpyau. POKOT cKasan emy, YTo OHa BEPHY/IAChb, Aaxe
npuHec GunanKky B KauecTse A0Ka3aTeNbCTBA, HO MNeppun He NOBEPUT, NOKA He YBUAMT ee.

OH pobpanca [0 Ba/NyHOB M COPOCUAN NYK, KOMYAH M CYMKY. 3aTEM OH BCKOYMA Ha HMUX,
nepenpbirMBas ¢ KAMHA Ha KaMeHb, MOKa He OKasa/cA Ha BeplmHe. Hebo 6bl10 NOKPBLITO TOACTbIM
cnoem 061aKoB, KOTOpble CBETUNCH MATKUM, SGUPHbIM cBETOM. OH OCMOTPEN XO/IMbI, U €ro B3rNAg4,
OCTaHOBMACA Ha bHecnnogHoOM nonoce 3eman. BbiKKeHHaa, cepebpuctoro LBeTa, OHA Kasanacb
WPaMOM, OCTaBAEHHbIM 3UMHMMMK BypAMK. bonbllaa YacTb ero TeppuTopuu, B ABYX AHAX NYyTU K
3anaay, BbIrnAagena TO4HO TaK XKe.

Meppw HanpAarca, 3ameTuns BaaneKe Koctep. OH BAOXHYA W YNOBUA 3anax AbiMa Ha NPOXNagHOM
BeTpy. [loNKHO BbITb, 3TO OHAa. OHa 6blna 6aM3Ko.

- Huuero? - cnpocun Pud. OH cToAn Ha ¢yToB ABaAuUATb HWKe. [oT bhecten Ha ero TeMHo-
KOPUYHEBOM KOXKe, CTeKasa NO LWpaMy, KOTOPbIA TAHYNCA OT OCHOBAHMA HOCA K YXY, PA3fenaa Leky.
OH TAXKeno gblwan. Bcero HECKONbKO MecALLEB Ha3ag, OHW Bbln He3HaKoMbl. Tenepb Pud sosrnasnsn
ero oxpaHy, peaKo oTxo4A OT Hero.

Meppw cNyCcTUACA M NOZ €ro Horamm 3axpycTen Tatowmi CHer.

- OHa Ha BOCTOKe. B mune. A MOXKeT, U MeHbLLe.

Pud nposen pykaBom no auuy, 4tTobbl BbITEPETb MOT U OTOPOCKMA KOcy Haszag,. O6blYHO OH He
OTCTaBa/l HM Ha War, HO ABa AHA ObICTPOro TeMMa BbIABUAN AECATUNETUE PA3HULLbI MEXKAY HUMMU.

- Tbl CKa3a/l, YTO OHa MOKeT NOMOYb HaM HanTU fAcHoe Hebo.

- OHa NOMOKeT, - cKasan Meppu. - A e rosopu. EiM Hago HaliTK ero, Kak U Ham.

Pud nogowen K MNeppu Ha paccTtosHne GyTa U NPULLYPUACA.

- ToBopun. - OH HaK/NOHWA TONOBY W BAOXHYN. B ero »Kecte CKBO3WM/IO YTO-TO Aep3Koe U
¥unBoTHoe. OH He npeymeHblan ceoe YyBcTBO, KaK Meppun. - Ho He NO3TOMY Mbl NPULIAN 33 HEW, -
[06aBun OH.

Meppn He MOr NOHATb, B KAKOM HACTPOEHMM OH CaM HAXOAMTCA, HO AoraabiBanca, 4Yto Pud
ynoBuA ero 3anax. PBeHne - 3eneHoe, octpoe u Kusoe. KenaHue - ryctoe U MyckycHoe. HeBo3mMOKHO
He 3ameTuTb. Pud Toxke 6bin YyscTByOWMM. OH TOYHO 3Han, yto [leppu 4YyBCTBYET ceiyac, 3a
HECKO/ZIbKO MFHOBEHMWI 0 BCTpeun ¢ Apueit. 3anaxm HUKorga He aryT.

— OpHa 13 nNpuyunH, - HaTAHYTO oTBeTun lMeppu. OH NOAHAN CBOW BELLW M HeTepnenvBbIM
PbIBKOM B3Ba/IN/ UX Ha naeyn. - Pasben narepb 34ecb, C OCTanbHbIMU. fl BEPHYCb K pacceeTy. - OH
NoBepHY/IcA, YTOObI YITH.

- K pacceerty, Meppun? Aymaelwb, KnaH [MoTOKa Xxo4eT NOTeEPATH elle ogHOro KpoBHOro BoxAan?

Meppu 3amep, NOTOM CHOBa NOBEPHY/ICA K HEMY.

- 1 cTO pas b6bin 34ecb OAMH.

Pud KnsHyn.

- KoHeuHo. KaK 0XoTHUK. - OH A0CTan 13 KOXKaHOoW CyMKn bypatok ¢ Bogoi. Ero asuxkeHus 6biam
HebpeXKHbIMU U MeaNIeHHbIMMU, XOTA OH HUKAK He MOT OTAbIWAaTbCA. - Tenepb Tbl HEYTO HonbLiee.

Meppu BraagbiBanca B nec. [ae-to B Hem 6bian MNpyTUK 1 FPUH, NpUCIyLWINBaACh U BbiICMaTpuBan
onacHocTb. OHM OXPaHAIN ero € TeX Nop, Kak OH NOKUHYA CBOtO TeppuToputo. Pud bbin npas. 3aeck, B
NOrpPaHUYHbIX 3eMNAX, BbIKMBAHNE OblNO egUHCTBEHHbIM NpaBuaom. be3 oxpaHbl ero u3Hb 6bina
6bl B omacHoCTW. eppu MeONeHHO BbIAOXHY/, €ro Haferkaa NPoBecTM HouYb HaeauHe c Apuen
ncnapmaace.

Pud ¢ rnyxmm cTyKom 3aTKHyn NpobKy Ha cBoem Bypatoke.

- Hy? Yto noBeneBaeT Mo BOXAb?
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Meppn NoKa4van ronoBou, ycabiwas opuLnmanbHoe obpatleHne. Pud Takum obpasom HanmnoMHUA
eMy O ero oTBeTCTBEHHOCTU. ByATO OH Mor 3a6bITh.

- TBOWM 80X Ob OTNIY4MTCA Ha Yac, - CKa3an OH M nobexxan npouyb.

- MeperpuH, nogoxaun. Tebe Hy»KHoO...

- OauH yac, - 6pocun MNeppu yepes nnevo. Yero 66l PUd HM xOTen, 3ToO MOXKET NOA0KAAT.

Y6eausucb, 4to Pud octanca nosaam, Meppu nokpenye yxBaTuaCA 3a YK U Bpocuncs 6exaTtb.
YyBCTBO OXBaTblBa/O €ro 34ecb M Tam, KOraa OH npobupanca mexay gepeBbAMU. HacbilWeHHbIN,
MHoroobewatowmin 3anax BnaxKHoM 3eman. lbim oT Koctpa Apun. N ee apomat. Pnanku, cnagrom u
NCKTIOYUTENbHON.

Meppwn HacnaxkKaanca ryaeHMem HOr M CBEXMM BO3AYXOM, MPOXOAALWMM Yepes nerkue. 3mma
bblNa BpemeHeM ANA CUAeHUA Ha MecTe, Korga agupHble 6ypu ceanm xaoc. OH He 6bia1 HAa OTKPbLITOM
NPOCTPAHCTBE CAULIKOM A0AT0, C TEX NOP, Kak npueen Aputo K Moaynio MNoceneHueB B NOMCKax ee
matepu. OH TBepann cebe, YTO OHa BepHyIacb Tyaa, r4e ee MecTo, K CBOeMy Hapoay, a Y Hero ectb
CBOM K/laH, O KOTOPOM OH A0J/1KeH bbis1 3a60TUTbCA. A NOTOM, BCEFO HECKONIbKO AHel Ha3ag, PoKkot
NnosBWJICA B MOCENEHUM BMECTE C YTO/IbKOM U CKa3asl eMy, YTO OHa 34ecCb, CHapy*Ku. C 3Toro momeHTa
OH MOT IyMaTb TOJIbKO O TOM, YTO6bl CHOBa ObITb C HEN.

Meppy nomyasnca BHM3 MO CKJOHY, MOKPbITOMY CBEXel TpaBoW M HedaBHUM Aoxaem. lNopg
nepesbAMU OblIo TemHee. IPUPHbIN CBET MAFKO MPOCAYMBasICAs CKBO3b MOJION, HO KaKkAas BETKa U
JINCT Pe3Ko KOHTpacTMpoBanu, 6narogaps ero HoYHoMy BuaeHuto. C KaxKabIM LIArom 3anax KocTtpa
ApuKn CTaHOBWUACA cuAbHee. B MrHoBeHWe OKa OH BCMOMHW/, KaK OHa OEeCIWYMHO, Kak TeHb,
NnoAKpaabiBanacb K HEMY, U Lien10Basa ero B WweKy. OH He CMOT CAepPKaTb YbIOKY.

Bnepean oH 3ameTun Kakoe-To ABUMKEHUE, HEACHOE NATHO cpeaun aepeBbeB. Apus Bbiberkana B
none 3peHus. M3awHaa. becwymHas. OHa BHMMATENbHO OCMaTpuBasa MeCTHOCTb. Koraa oHa
yBMAEna ero, ee rnasa paclinpuincb OT YAUBJEHUA, HO OHA He 3ameannna Lwara, Kak n oH. OH
6pocun cBou BeluM, OTCTaBMB UX TaMm, TAe OHW ynanu, n nobexkan HascTpevy. Cheayroulee, YTo OH
NMOMHMJ, KaK OHa Bpe3asiacb B €ro rpyAb, U OKasasiacb TBEPAAS M apOMaTHas B €ro o6 bATUSAX.

Meppu npuxkan ee K cebe.

- Al ckyyan no Tebe, - npowenTtan oH el Ha yxo. OH XOTen cunbHee CXaTb ee. - MHe He
cnegosano Teba oTnycKaTb. A Tak no Tebe ckyyan.

M3 Hero nocbinannce cnosa. OH CKasan AOMOXKMHY Bellel, KoTopble He cobupanca roBopuUTh,
NMOKa OHa He OTCTPaHWAaCb M He yAblbHyNacb emy. [ToTOM OH BoObLLE HE MOT roBOPUTb. OH OKUHYA
B3rNsAOM ee M3dAlHble 6POBKU, YepHble BONOCHI, MPOHULATE/IbHblE cepble rnasa. lpekpacHas u
XOPOLIO CNOXKEHHas, OHa bbina ngeanbHa. [laxke ny4ywe, 4emM OH MOMHWU.

- Tbl 34€Cb, - CKa3ana oHa. - fl He 6blna yBepeHa, Y4To Tbl NPUAELD.

-  OTNPABUACA KaK TOJbKO...

MpeXae 4em OH ycrnen 3aKOHYUTb, ee PYKU COMKHY/IUCb BOKPYT €ro LWeu, U OHWU NoLenoBauCh.
Mouenyi BbiWeN HEYKAOXMM, nocnewHbiM. OHM o0b6a Taxeno gblwanun. CANWKOM MHOTO ynblb6anmchb.
Meppun xoTenocb NPUTOPMO3UTb U HACNAAUTLCA MOMEHTOM, HO OH He Haxoaun B cebe HM Kanau
TepneHus. OH He 6bln yBEPEH, TO /I OH Ha4Ya/ CMeATbCA NEPBbIM, TO /1M OHa.

- . mory ropasgo Nydlle, Yem 3TO, - CKasas OH, Koraa oHa Bbinanuna:

- Tbl cTan Bbiwe. KnAaHycb, Tbl BbIpOC.

- Bbiwwe? - cka3an oH. - Hagetocb HeT.

- Da, aa, - ckasana oHa. OHa u3yyasa ero AMLO, CIOBHO XOTesla 3HaTb 0 Hem Bce. OHa yxXe bbina
6211M3Ka K aTomy. [ToKa OHM BblIM BMECTE, OH PAcCKasbiBa/l el TO, YEro HUKOrAa HUKOMY HE FTOBOPUII.
YnbibKa Apuun umcyesna, Korga ee B3rfiAg OCTAaHOBW/CS Ha LENW Ha ero wee. - A cablwana, 4YTo
cnyuunock. - OHa ybpana pyKy, U Bec C ero Kaouulbl ucyes. - Tbl Tenepb KpoBHbIM BOXKAb. - OHa
roBopu/ia TUX0, CKopee cama ¢ coboi, Yem C HUM. — ITO... 3TO NoTpACatoLLe.

OH onycTtun B3rnsa, Habnwoaan, Kak ee Nanblbl NPoberatoT No cepebpsiHbIM 3BEHbAM.
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- Taxenasn, - CKazan oH. ITO Obln NyYWMIA MOMEHT C TeX Mop, Kak OH HaZen Lenb HeCKONbKO
mecALeB Hasaa,

Apua BCTpeTUNACb C HUM B3rNALOM, YMEPUB NblA.

- Al coxkaneto no nosozy Banna.

Meppn NOCMOTPEN Ha TEMHbI IeC U CFI0THYN KOMOK B ropae. BocnomnHaHua o cmepTtu bpaTa
He AaBanuM emy cnatb No Hoyam. MHoraa, Korga oH 6bin OAMH, 3TO Mewano emy Ablwatb. OH
OCTOPOXKHO yOpan pyky Apuu € Lenu 1 B3sn ee Nasblbl B CBOMU.

- Mo3)Ke, - CKaszan OH. Y HUX OblAM MmecAupbl, 4TObbl HaBepcTaTb ynyweHHoe. OH xoTen
NOroBOPUTb C Hel 0 ee MaTepu. XOTen yTelmnTb ee € Tex Nop, Kak ycablwan HoBOCTU OoT PoKoTa. Ho He
ceinyac, Korga oH TO/IbKO YTO BEepHYA ee. - [1o3xKe... xopowo?

OHa KMBHYNa, ee rfasa notennenn ot NOHMMAHUA.

- Mo3:e. - OHa NoBepHy/a ero pyky M yBuaena Wwpambl, ocTaBaeHHble Yronbkom. baegHble m
TOJICTble, KaK BOCK, OHM 06pa3oBasn MayTMHY OT KOCTALWIEK MnanbueB A0 3ansacTbA. - OHM Bce ewe
6ecnoKkoAT Teba? - cnpocuaia oHa, NPoBoAA NasibL@MK Mo LWpamam.

- Het. OHM HanomuHaloT MHe o Tebe... Kak Tbl nepeBsa3biBasa MeHA. OH CKAOHWA TONOBY U
NMPUXKaNCA LWEKOM K ee Leke. — ITo 6bla nepsBblit pa3, Koraa Tbl MPUKOCHYNAAcb KO MHe 6es3
HEeHaBUCTU. - Tak 621M3K0, ee 3anax 6bln NOBCloAY, MPOHM3bIBAA ero, KAaKMM-To obpasom Bo3byKaan u
CMSArYas ero ogHOBPEMEHHO.

- PokoT pacckasan Tebe, Kyga a cobpanacb? - cnpocusia oHa.

- Oa. - MNeppu BbinpaAMUACA U NOAHAN rNa3a. OH He BUAEN NOTOKOB Idupa, HO 3HaA, YTO OHU
Tam, 3a obnakamu. Kaxayio 3mmy a¢upHble Bypu CTaHOBUIUCL BCE CUJIbHEE, MPUHOCA OFOHb U
paspylweHus. MNeppu 3Han, YTOo Aanblue OyAET TONbKO Xy)Ke. BblXKMBaHME ero KnaHa 3aBucesno oT
NMoucka 3eme/sib, Mo c/iyxam, cBoboaHbIx oT 3Pupa — TO Ke camoe, YTo uckana Apusa. - OH cKkasan
MHE, YTO Tbl ULleLb AcHoe Hebo.

- Tol BUAEN bna*keHCTBO.

OH KuBHy. OHKM BMecCTe oTnpaBuaMcb K Moaynto B MOMCKax ee maTepun U 0OHaPYKUAU, YTO OH
YHUUTOXKEeH ddpupom. Kynona pasmepom c xosim obpywimancb. CTeHbl TOAWMHON B AecaTb ¢pyToB
6bln pa3gaBfieHbl, CNOBHO AMYHAA CKopAayna.

— ITO TO/IbKO BOMPOC BpeMeHM, Korga 3To caydmTtcsa ¢ [pesoi, - NpogonxKuaa oHa. - AcHoe
Hebo - Hal eAUMHCTBEHHDbINM WaHC. Bce, 4To 5 cablwana, ykasbiBaeT Ha Poros. Ha Cobons.

Mpn ynomnHaHMM 3TOro uMmeHu y MNeppu yyactunca nynbc. Ero cectpa /I AonKHa 6bina BbINTH
3aMyK 3a KpoBHOro BoXaa Poros npoLusion BECHOM, HO OHa ucnyranacb u cbexkana. Jiue oo cux nop
Tak 1 He ob6bABMAack. CKopo emy npuaetca umetb aeno ¢ Cobonem.

- Fopopg, Poros Bce elle CKOBaH /IbAOM, - CKa3an OH. - Kpaih He AOCTUXMM, MOKa He oTTaeT
nepesan Ha cesepe. Elle HECKONIbKO HeZenb KAaaTb.

- 3Halo, - CKasana oHa. - A gymana, OH yXKe oTTasan. A cpasy e OTNpaBAlOCb Ha ceBep, Kak
TONIbKO 3TO NPOU30IAET.

OHa BHe3anHo OoToLNa OT HEero u ornsaena nec, 6bICTPO M PE3KO HAKNOHUB ronosy. OH 6bin
PAZOM, Korga OHa Yy3Hana, yto oHa Chnblwawas. Kaxabld 3BYK cTan OTKpbiTMem. Tenepb OH
Habn04an, Kak ee BHUMaHME ecTeCTBEHHbIM 06pa3om NepeKatYNIOCh Ha HOYHbIE 3BYKM.

- KTo-TO NpnbnunKaeTcs, - cKasana oHa.

- Puo, - ckasan Meppun. - OanH M3 mounx nogen. - He moKeT 6bITb, YTOObI NpoLuen yxe yac.
Jaxke 6n1un3sKo. - Nobansoctn ects elle.

Meppn ynoBWA, KaK pPe3KO ynaso ee HAcTpOeHMe, OT Hee CTasio CKBO3UTb boapAawmm,
npoxnafaHoim apendom. B cnepyrowee mMrHoBeHue ero cepgue 3amepno. OH yKe HEeCKObKO
MecALEeB He YyBCTBOBA/1 B3aMMO3aBMCMMOCTb OT YyXKMX aMmoumii. C Tex Nop, Kak OH B NocaegHui pas
6blN C Hen.

- Korpga Tbl BO3BpaLaeLwbea? - cnpocuaa oHa.

- Ckopo. YTpom.
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- MoHnmato. - OHa nepeBena B3rAaL4 C Hero Ha uenb, BbiparkeHne ee AnLa cTano OTCTPaHEHHbIM.
- Tbl Hy»KeH [MOTOKy.

Meppw nokayan ronoson. OHa He NOHMMana.

- Al npuwen crofga He ana Toro, 4Tobbl NpoBeaaTh Teba, Apus. MNoaem co mHoi B MoTok. 3aecb
Hebe3onacHo, W...

- MHe He HyXHa nomoub, Meppw.

— 370 He TO, YTO A Umen B BUAY. - OH Bbln CAUWKOM Ha B3BOAeE, YTODObI NPUBECTU MbICIU B
nopAaok. MNpexae 4em OH ycnen cKasaTb YTO-TO €elle, OHa cAenana elle Wwar Hasaa, ee pykn samepnu
HaZ KAMHKamMW Ha nosAce. Yepe3 HECKONbKO ceKyHa, Pud Bbiwen u3 neca, U CCYTyAUBLUMUCD,
HanpaBwu/acA B UX CTOPOHY. lNeppu Tuxo Bblpyranca. EMy 6bi10 HyXXHO 60nblle BPpeMEHM C HeW.
HaeauHe.

Warn Puda 3amepnunucb, Koraa OH yBuaen Apuio, BCTPEBOMKEHHYIO W BOOPYMKEHHYIO.
BepoATHO, He TaKylo peakumio oH oxmgan ot [oceneHku. lNeppu ToXKe 3aMeTH1 HAaCTOPOKEHHOCTb Ha
ee nnue. Co Wpamom Ha AnLe 1 Bbi3blBatloWwmMm B3rnagom Pud sbirnagen Tak, CNOBHO ero ciefoBano
nsberatb.

Meppu oTKawnAnca.

- Apua, 310 Pud - HaYaNbHUK MOEN OXpaHbl. - BblNnO CTPAHHO NpeacTaBAATb ABYX NOAEN,
KOTOpbIe TaK MHOTO 418 HEro 3Hauman. Kasanocb, YTo OHU y¥Ke Obliv 3HAKOMbI.

Pnd KOPOTKO KMBHYA, HW Ha KOro He rnagA, a 3atem bpocun Ha Meppwu TaxKeNbln B3rNaa.

- Ha napy cnos, - pe3ko 6pocrn oH u 3awaran npoyb.

Meppwn pas3o3nnno, 4TO C HUM TaK PaA3roBapmBaloT, HO OH gosepan Pudy. OH nocmoTpen Ha
Aputo.

- Ceyac BEpHYCb.

He ycnen oH yiTK ganeko, Kak Pud obepHyncs, pasmaxHyBLUINCb KOCOM.

- MHe He Hy»XHO roBopuTtb Tebe, yem OT TebA ceiyac HeceT, He TaK An? ITo 3anax aaynocmu. Tbl
NPWBEN Hac CloZa B NOroHe 3a AEBYLWKOM, KOTOpaa U Tak Teba 3anonyyunna...

- OHa Cnblwauwas, - npepsan ero Meppu. - OHa cablWKT Tebs.

Pud TKHyn nanbuem B BO3AyX.

- Al xouy, 4T06bLI MbI BbICAYWan MeHs, MeperpuH. Tebe HYXKHO AymaTb O KnaHe. Tbl HE MOXKeLlb
no3BoAuTb cebe NoTepATb roNoBYy M3-3a AEBYWKU, 0c0beHHO u3-3a [oceneHku. Tbl 3abbin, yTO
cayyunock? Motomy 4To A obewato Tebe, YTO KNaH 3TOro He caenaer.

- MoxuweHna He ee BWHA. OHa He MMeeT K HUM HMKAKOro oTHoweHuAa. N oHa TonbKo
HanonoBuHy lMoceneHka.

- OHa Kpom, Meppu! OgHa 13 Hux. ITO BCe, YTO BCe YBMAAT.

- OHM caenatoT TO, UTO A CKaXYy.

- A MOXXeT, OHM HabpocATcA Ha TebAa co cnuHbI. KaK Tbl AyMaellb, Kak OHM OTHECYTCA K TOMY, Y4TO
Tbl Oygelwwb ¢ Hein? Bain mor 3akao4vaTh caenku c NMoceneHuamm, HO HUKOrAa He NPUBOAUA UX B CBOKO
nocrenb.

Meppwn pBaHynca snepepn, cxsatue Puda 3a kunet. OHU CTOANM, CLUEMNUBLUUCL, B HECKONbKUX
Arormax apyr ot gpyra. OT rHesa Puda Meppu novyscTBOBaN Ne4AHON OXKOT Ha A3bIKE.

- Tbl BbICKasan cBOK TOYKYy 3peHuda. - leppu otnyctun Puda n oTcTtynmun Hasag, caenas
HEeCKONIbKO rnyboKkux Baoxos. Mexay HUMKW NOBMCNA TULLMHA, CIMLLKOM rpOMKas Nocse ux cnopa.

OH Buaen npobnemy c Bo3BpalieHnem ¢ Apuei B MoToK. KnaH 06BUMHUT ee B nponake aeTen,
HeB3Mpasa Ha ee HEeBMHOBHOCTb, MOTOMY 4YTO OHa [loceneHka. OH 3Han, 4yto 310 ByaAeT Henerko. He
Cpasy, HO OH HangeT cnocob, 4Tobbl 3acTaBUTb UX NepeaymaTb. YTo 6bl HM CAyYnnoChb Aanblue, OH
X0Ten, YTobbl OHa Obla C HAM, U 3TO ObINIO ero peleHne Kak KpoBHOro BOXKAA.

Meppwn nocmoTpen Tyaa, rae *aana Apusa, 3atem cHoBa Ha Puda.

- 3Haewb 4YTO?

-Y710? - oweTtuHunAca Pud.

~8~



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

- Tbl N10X0 OPUEHTMPYELLBLCA BO BPEMEHMU.

Pud yxmbinbHynca. OH npoBen pyKow no 3aTblKy U B3A0XHYA.

- EcTb Takoe. - Korga oH 3aroBopw CHOBa, ero rofoc y»ke He 6bln TakKMm peskum. - MNeppu, a He
X0u4y, 4TobbI Tbl COBEPLUMA 3Ty OWMNOKY. - OH KMBHYA Ha Uenb. - Al 3Hato, Yyero Tebe 3To cTomno. A He
XO4y CMOTPETb, KaK Tbl ee TepaeLlb.

- A 3Hato, uTO genato. - Meppu cxKan B pyKe XON04HbIN meTan. - U a cnpaBaioch.

~9~
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I'raBa 2. APUA

Apua cmoTpena Ha gepeBbA, BCAYLWIMBAACL, KaK Bo3BpalLaeTca Meppwu, ero warn cTaHoBUINUCH
rpomuye. CHa4yana oHa ysuzaena 61eck Lenu Ha ero wee, a NOTOM CBepKatoLue B TeMHOTe riasa. OHu
BCTPETUANCL B TAaKOW CMNeLlKe, YTO Ceryac, Koraa OH LArHyn K HeW, OHa BMepBble BHMMATE/NbHO
paccmoTpena ero.

OH 6bin BneyvaTnaowmm. Nfopasgo 6onble, yem oHa NOMHMAA. OH CTan Bbilwe, KaK el BHavasne
M NOKa3anocCb, MyCKyaucrtee B nnaedvax. B Tycknom cseTe oHa yBuaena TeMHOE NanbTO U XOPOLUO
CWUTble npAmble OPIOKM, a He MNOTPEMaHHYH, 3a/aTaHHYI OAEXAYy OXOTHMKA, B KOTOPOM OHa
MOBCTpPeYasa ero oceHbto. Ero cBeT/ible BoNOCkI cTav Kopoye. OHM TIOKOHaMK 06pamnsaan ero anuo,
TaK OT/IMYAACH OT A/IMHHbIX BbIOLLMXCA BOJIH, KOTOPble OHA MOMHWAA pPaHbLUe.

Emy 6bl10 geBATHAaAUATb, HO OH Kaslanca ctapwe ee apy3en B pese. CKOMbKO ee apy3en
NpowWAnM yepe3 TO XKe, 4TO U OH? Hu OAMH. 3@ CKONbKMMWU COTHAMM NIOAEeN emMy HagnexKano
3a60TnTbCcA? OHM MPOM3OWAN U3 COBEPLIEHHO pPasHbiX MUPOB. I¢up, nogymana oHa. OH Obin
€4MHCTBEHHbIM, YTO 06beamHANO MNoceneHues 1 MocTOpoHHMX. OH yrpoXan nm obounm.

Meppun ocTaHOBMACA B HECKONIbKMX dyTax OT Hee. bneaHbil CBET Nafan Ha pewnTenbHble YepTbl
ero Mua, 1 OHa 3ameTuna TeHu nog rnasamu. OH NpoBen pyKoK No weTuHe Ha noaboposake. 3ByK
6bl1 HACTONIbKO 3HAKOMbIM, YTO ApMA NPAKTUYECKM NMOYYBCTBOBAIA 30/10TYHO LWETUHY NOA KOHYMKaMM
nanbLes.

- 3BMHM 3a Puda.

- Bce B nopAake, - oTBeTUIA OHa, HO 3TO 6bI10 He Tak. CnoBa Puda axom oTaaBanuch y Hee B
ronose. [locesneHka - Tak OH ee Ha3Ban. Kpom. Fopbkue ockopbneHuna. CnoBa, KOTOPbIX OHA He
cnblwana mecauamu. Y MappoHa oHa He 4yBCTBOBa1a ceba UyKoM.

Ee B3rnsag ynan Ha 3emnto mexagy HMmU. Tpu wara ana Hee. [lga ana Hero. HECKONbKO MUHYT
Ha3ag, OHW BbinM NPUXKATbl APYr K Apyry. Tenepb OHW CTOAAM Ha PACCTOAHMM, KaK yyxue. Kak byato
BCE U3MEHUNOCh.

OwubKa. Pud yKasan v Ha 3T0. bbin in oH npas?

- MoxeT, MHe ny4we yntu?

- Her... ocTaHbcA. - Neppwu warHyn snepes v B3An ee 3a PyKy. - 3abyap, YTO OH cKasan. Y Hero
BCMbINbYMBbIN XapaKTep.... Xy¥Ke, YeM Y MEHA.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha Hero.

- Xyxmce?

Ero rybbl M30rHyanCb B KPMBOM YAbIOKE, MO KOTOPOI OHa CKy4ana.

- NouTn xyxKe. - OH NpuAaBUHYACca BanKe, BbiparkeHMe ero inua CTano cepbesHbiM. - Al npuwen
crofa He gna Toro, 4Tobbl NpoBecTM € TO6OM HOYb UM NPEeANOXUTb NOMOLWb. 1 34eCb, MOTOMY YTO
Xouy 6bITb ¢ To6OM. MponayT Heaenn, Npexae Yem nepeBasn Ha ceBepe oTTaeT. Mbl NogoKAEM, KOraa
3TO NpoM30MAeT, @ 3aTeM BMeCcTe OTNPaBMMCA Ha NOUCK AcHoro Heba. - OH 3amon4yan, ero B3rnAg,
CTa/l NOIHOCTbIO COCPEAOTOYEH Ha Hell. - [oinaem co mHomn, Apus. byab co MHOM.

YT10-TO CBEpKAtOLLEe pa3BepPHY/0Ch BHYTPU Hee Npu 3ByKe 3TMX c1oB. OHa 3anOMHMAA UX, KaK
NEeCHIO: KaXAayt HOTY, HETOPONAMBYHO, MPOU3HECEHHYIO ero rnyboKMm, Tenabim ronocom. YT1o 6bl HU
CY4MNOCb, OHA COXPaHMUT 3TK cnoBa. bonblue Bcero Ha ceeTe el XOTeNoCb CKasaTb «4a», HO OHA He
Mmorna n3basuTtbcA oT HecnokomncTsea.

- fl xouy, - CKa3zana OHa, - HO Mbl Tenepb He BABOeM. - OH HeC OTBETCTBEHHOCTb nepes NoToKkom,
a y Hee 6blna cobcTBeHHas 3agada. KoHcyn lecc, HavanbHUK CnyxKbbl 6e3onacHoctu «lpesbl»,
npurposun e 6esonacHocTblo naemaHHMKA [leppu, Korta, ecnn Apus He coobwut emy
MecToHaxoxaeHue ficHoro Heba. ITo 6blna NpuMYMHA... O4HA M3 NPUYMH, NOYEMY OHA BEpPHY/Acb
HapyKy.

Apusa nocmoTpena B rnasa lNeppu n He cmorna 3actaButb ceba pacckasaTb emy O LaHTaxe
l'ecca. OH HMYEro He MOr € 3TUM NoAenatb. Y3HaB 06 3Tom, OH ByaeT TO/IbKO BOJIHOBATLCA.
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- Pnu¢ ckasan, uto KnaH HabpocuTca Ha TebA, - cKa3zana oHa BMeCTO 3TOro.

- Pud owmnbaetca. - PasgparkeHHbln B3rnag MNeppy MeTHYACA B CTOPOHY /ieca. - BO3MOXHO, um
notpebyeTcAa HekKoTOpoe BpemMsa, YTOObl MPUBbLIKHYTb, HO OHW NPUBbIKHYT. - OH CXKan ee pyKy, U B €ro
rNla3ax 3aXKraacb yAblbKa. — CKaxku Aa. A 3Hato, YTO Tbl Xo4elb. POKOT NOBbET MeHsA, eCM A NOABAOCH
6e3 Tebs, n 370 ewe ogHA NPUYMHA, NO KOTOPOM Tbl JONKHA MOUTU CO MHOW. MOMKeT, 3TO NOMOKET
Tebe pewunTbea.

OH nposen pyKou no ee pyke u npobexanca 6onbwmnm nanbLem no npegnneysto. OlyuweHne
Mo30/1ei, 3apaboTaHHbIX UM B KayecTBe JIyYHMKa, O4HOBPEMEHHO rPybbiX U MAFKMUX, 3aCTaBUIO ee
3aTpenetatb. OHa ycC/abiwana, Kak AepeBbA 3allenecteNin Ha BeTPy, M MOYYBCTBOBA/Na, KaK OH
KOCHY/ICA ee LWeK. HUKTO He npuxMman ee K cebe Tak Kpenko, Kak OH.

Meppu NpogonKan roBopuTb. EM NPULLINOCE OTTECHUTb MbICAK, YTOObI HAaBEPCTaTb YNyLLEHHOE.

- Tebe Hy»kHbl OTMeTHHbI. He umeTb ux onacHo. CkpbiBaHWe YyBcTBa BBOAMUT B 3ab/yKAeHWMe,
Apwusa. ltogen yorBatoT 3a TO, UTO OHM UX NPAYYT.

- POKOT roBopun mHe, - ckasana oHa. OHa npATafiacb B /iecy € Tex nop, Kak ywna ot MappoHa,
Tak 4yto oTcyTcTBMe OTMETUH noka He bblio npobnemoit. Ho Koraa oHa OTNpPaBMTCA Ha ceBep, TO
BCTPETUT Tam Apyrux nogen. OHa He morna oTpuuaTb, YTo el 6bino 6bl ropasgo 6esonacHee c
TAaTYMPOBKaMM KaK y CAblLlaLLmX.

- Tonbko KpOBHbIN BOMAb MOXET 32 HUX MOPYYUTbCA, - cKasan [eppu. - A cayyanHo 3HaKo
OAHOrO.

- Tbl noagepXuwb MeHs B nonydeHnn OTmeTMH? [laxke ecim s TONbKO HAMNOM0BUHY
MNMocTopoHHAA?

OH CcKNoHWUA ronioBy HAbOK, cBeT/Ible BOIOCHI yNaan eMy Ha rnasa.

- [a. Al oueHb 3TOrO XO0UY.

- Meppwn, a Kak HacyeT... - ApuA 3amMo/4ana, He yBEepPEeHHaa, YTO XO4eT 03BYy4YUTb BOMPOC,
KOTOPbIA My4Ynn ee MecAaLaMn, HO OHA A0/KHA bblna 3HaTb. [larke ecim 3TO 03HAYaANO0 YCAblWwaTb YTO-
TO, YTO COKPYLUMUT €ee. - Tbl CKa3as MHe, YTO CBAMKELbCA TO/IbKO C elie 04HOM YyBCTBYHOLWEN, HO A Ke
He... He... - OHa NpuKycmnaa ryby mn 3akoH4Ynna ¢pasy B 6e30nacHOCTM CBOUX MbICNel. A He MaKas, Kak
meol. A He ma, Kmo mebe Hy3eH.

Ee nuuo notenneno, Koraa OH NMOCMOTPen Ha Hee. Kak 6bl OHa He 3aKOHYMna ¢pasy, OH
MOYyBCTBYET BCHO ryOUHY ee HeyBEPEHHOCTH.

OH npuasuHynca 6auKe, NPoCaeXxKMBaa IMHUIO ee NnoabopoaKa.

- Tbl U3AMEHUNA MOE MHEHME O MHOTUX Bellax. M 3TO TO/IbKO OAHO U3 HUX.

BHe3anHO OHa MOHAMA, YTO HE MOXKET OCTaBMTb ero. OHa A0/IKHA HalTK cnocob caenatb Tak,
4yTobbl BCE MOAy4Mnocb. KnaH BO3HEHaBMAMT ee 33 TO, YTO OHa [loceneHKa — B 3TOM OHa bbina
yBepeHa. N ecnun oHu ¢ NMeppu npubyayT B nocesieHne pyKa 06 pyKy, MOTOK NOTepsAeT BCAKYHO BEPY B
ero cyxgeHus. Ho 4to, ecnn oHu ¢ Meppu NepekatoyaT BHUMaHKE Ha YTo-To Apyroe? Ha To, 4to um
060oMM HYKHO? B ee rosoBe BO3HMKANA Naes.

- Tl pacckasbiBan MoToky YTo-HMBYAb 060 MHE? - cnpocMaa oHa.

OH Haxmypuncs. Bonpoc, Kazanocb, BbIBEN €0 U3 paBHOBECHKA.

- fl cKa3an Koe-KoMmy, YTO Tbl MOMOMKeELb HalTK AcHoe Hebo.

— 370 BCE?

- Al HM C Kem He rOBOPWA O HAC, €CAN Tbl 3TO UMeelb B BUAY. - OH NoXan naeyamun. — 370
NIMYHOE.... MexXay Hamu.

- Mbl JOMKHBI NPOAO/MXKATL B TOM e Ayxe. l BepHyCb C TOOOM KaK COHO3HUK, U Mbl Bygem
[epKaTbCA Ha PAaCCTOAHUN.

OH paccmesAnca, U cmex ero Npo3Byyan NJ0CKO U HeBeceno.

- Tbl cepbe3Ho? Tbl Npegnaraelb con2ams?

— 370 He byaeT N0XKbI0. ITO HMYEM He ByAeT OTIMYATLCA OT TOrO, YTO Thbl TO/ILKO YTO CKa3an...
NPOCTO AeprKaTb 3TO B ceKkpeTe. Mbl Mmoriv 6bl yNnpoCTUTb OTHOLEHWE K/1aHa Takum o6pa3om. Mbl He
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6yaem roBopuTb O Hac, MOKa He y3HAaeM, KaK OHW 3TO BOCNPUMYT. POKOT byaeT monyaTb, ecim Mbl ero
nonpocum. Puo byaet?

Meppu KUBHYA, CTUCHYB 3y6bl.

- OH gan mHe knatey. OH caenaet BCe, 4YTO A NONPOLLY.

3BYyK NOMatoLLEeNCcA BETKM NPUBIEK ee BHUMaHWe K TemHomy necy. [locablwanucs Tpwm
OTYET/IMBLIX MOCTYNKW, OAHa Taxenee Apyrux. OcTanbHaa oxpaHa Meppu bblna yxe B NyTU. OHM
rOBOPUIN TUXMMM FONOCAMM, HO KaXKAbI roN10C Bbln YHUKANEH ANA ee YLWEN, KaK YepTbl nLa.

- OcTanbHbIE NAYT.

- MNycTtb npuxopAT, - cKaszan Meppu. — 310 moun nwgn, Apma. MHe He HYXHO HUYero OT HUX
CKpbIBaTh.

OHa xoTena BepuTb €My, HO MM Hago 6biTb ymHee. KaK HOBbIA BOXAb, OH HyXAancA B
noageprKke cBoero KnaHa. Ho oHa He mornia oTpuuatbh, YTO Hannume OTMETUH NOBLICUT ee LUAHChI
HalTKn flcHoe Hebo, He roBOpPA Y)Ke O MpeuMmyLecTse, KOoTopoe [eppy NpPenoCcTaBUT el Ha NyTu K
Kpato. OH 6bln OXOTHMKOM, BOMHOM. BbIXXMBWMM. B norpaHW4YHbIX 3eMasAX OH 4yBCTBOBasa cebs
HeNnpUHyXAeHHee, Yem KTo-TMbo 13 ee 3HaKOMbIX. Beckme npuumnHbl, 4Tobbl OTNPaBMTLCA B [OTOK 33
HECKO/NIbKO Heaenb, Npexae Yem HayaTb NoUcKM AcHoro Heba. OHM ¢ Meppwu nony4yaT BCe, YTO XOTAT,
€CN NPOABAT HEMHOTO OCTOPOKHOCTY.

OxpaHHuKKM Meppn NPUBAUIKANUCDL, UX LWArK CTAaHOBU/IMCb FPOMYE C KarKAOM CeKyHAoMn. Apua
BCTa/1a Ha LbINOYKM, NOJIOKNB PYKM EMY Ha TPpyab.

— 37O NyYLWMIM BapMaHT... CamMblii 6€30nacHbIM, - NpoLenTana oHa. - [loBepbCs MHe.

OHa 6bIcTpo npukanacb rybamum K ero rybam, Ho 3toro 6bin0 HeaocTaTodHo. OHA B3ANa ero
NMUO B NIAflOHW, YYBCTBYA MATKYIO LUETUHY, KOTOPOM el He XBaTaso, M MnouesioBana ero CHOB3,
KPEnKo, ApPOCTHO, NMpexKae Yem OTCTYyMuUTb.

Korga Pud v ewwe gBOe My»KUMH NOABUANCL, OHW C [leppu CTOANM B HECKONbKMX LArax apyr ot
Apyra... Ha PpacCTOAHUM, KaK HE3HAKOMLLbI.
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I'nasa 3. IEPETPHUH

ABa aHsa cnycta MNeppwu Bblwen M3 ayb60BOM PoLLM Ha BEPLUMHY CKAOHA, C KOTOPOro CTano BUAHO
3aTAHyTOEe Ty4amu Hebo m noceneHue [loToKa. MonAa packMHyNUCb NO 06e CTOPOHbI FPYHTOBOWM
AOPOrK, NPOCTUPAACH A0 XO/IMOB, 06PaMAABLLUX SONUHY.

B3pocnen, oH MHOro pas npeacTasnan ceba KpoBHbIM BOXKAEM, HO HUYTO HE MOT/I0 CPABHUTLCA
C TEM YyBCTBOM, KOTOPOE OH MCMbITbIBAN Cceiyac. 3To H6bl NepPBbIN Pa3s, KOrAa OH BEPHY/ICA SOMOM Ha
ceoro Tepputopumn. OT 3emnun g0 Heba Kaxablil YeNOBEK, AEPEBO U KAMEHb NMPUHAANENKANN EMY.

Apus nogoLwna K Hemy.

— 970 v ecTb NoceneHune?

Meppu cTan nonpaBaATb NYK C KOAYAHOM Ha ChuHe, 4Tobbl CKpbITb yaueaeHue. Mo mepe
BO3BpaLLeHUA OHa obpallana Ha Hero He 6onblue BHUMaHUA, YeM Ha Puda, KOTOPbIN HE CMOTPen Ha
Hee, Unn Ha MpuHa ¢ MpyTUKOM, KOTOpble HE MOF/IM OTOPBaTb OT Hee rna3. Houbko OHWM cnanu no
pa3Hble CTOPOHbI KOCTPa M NoYTH He obwanmcb gHem. Koraa ke OHM pa3roBapuBasiv, UX Pa3roBopbl
Ka3a/MCb KPATKMMWM U XONoAHbIMWU. OH HeHaBugen NPUTBOPATLCA PAAOM C HEW, HO ecan 3TO
NMOMOXKET eli YyBCTBOBaTb ce6a KOMPOPTHO, BO3BPALLAACH C HUM, OH NOMAET Ha 3T0. MoKa.

- BOH Tam, - CKa3an OH, KnBadA. Becb feHb XMypMAOCb, @ TENEPb MOPOCUN MENKUIN A0XKANK. OH
xoTen, YyTobbl 061aKa pasowanch, YTobbl MOKA3aNoCh CoNHUE, MMbo Idup, ntoboit ceeT BoobuLe, HO
Hebo Obl10 3aTAHYTO 06Jlakamu B TeYEHWE MOC/EAHUX HECKOJIbKUX AHel. - OTel, BbICTPOM/ €ro no
KPYry... Tak nerye 3awmwatb. Y Hac ecTb AepeBaHHble 3ab60pbl, Mbl MMM 3aKpblBaeM AOMa BO Bpems
Haberos. Camoe BbICOKOE CTPOEHME... BUAMLb KPbIWY? - yKa3an oH. — ITo KyxHA. CepaLe KnaHa.

Meppun 3amonyan, korga MpyTMK n FPUH NPOWAM MMMO HMUX. ITUM YTPOM OH nocnian Puda
Bnepeg, 4Tobbl 06bABUTL BCeMy MOTOKY, AaTb BCEM 3HATb, YTO APMA HAXOAUTCA NOA, ero 3alLNTOM KakK
coto3HMK. OH xoTen, 4Tobbl ee NpmbbITME NPOLNO KAk MOXKHO Bonee rnagko. Korga MpyTtuk n MpuH
npowau Bnepen, OH MO3BOAU/ cebe NoJonTn 6AMMKE K HEW U KUBHY/I B CTOPOHY obropesliero
y4acTKa 3eM/In Ha tore.

- 3dupHaa bypa npoHecnacb 4yepes 3TM neca 3umon. OHa 3abpana 4acTb HaALIMX AYYLIUX
3emenb. - Jlerkas gpoxb npobexkana no ero naeyam, Korga OH OLLYTUA ee THeB. APKO-3eNeHbli, ¢
apomaTtom MsATbl. OHa 6blna Ha B3BOAE M HEMHOro HepBHMYana. OH 3abbin, KAaKOBO 3TO -
NPUHagNexKaTb APYrOMy YeN0BEKY, He TO/IbKO YyBCTBOBATb €ro rHeB, HO U YyBCTBOBATb €10 CAMOMY.
ApuA He 3HanNa, YTO MeXAYy HUMMK CyLecTByeT 3Ta cBA3b. OH He cKasan el 06 3TOmM oceHblo, Aymas,
4yTo HoNbLUE HUKOrAA ee He YBUAMUT, HO OH CAEeNaeT 3TO CKOPO, KOrAa OCTAaHEeTCA C HeW HaeguHe.

- XOoTA noBpexaeHus Moran OblTb U Xy)Ke, - MPOAO/KMA OH. - Mbl He f[anu OrH
PacnpoCTPaHUTLCSA, U NOCENEHNE He NOCTPaAano.

OH cmoTpen, Kak OHa U3yyaeT ropu3oHT. [JonnHa MNoToKa He 6blna 6onblioii TeppuUTopUEN, HO
OHa bblfa NN0A40POAHOM, HeEAANEKO OT MOPS M C XOPOLIO BbICTPOEHHOM 060poHON. Morna nn oHa
MOHATb, YTO 3emMA Oblna XxopoLlaa U NoKa HeTpoHyTas dPupom? OH He 3HaN, KaK AOAT0 Tak byaer.
Ewe rog? [Ba, camoe 6onbliee, Npexae Yem A0/MHA NPEBPATUTCA B BbIXKKEHHYIO 3eMJIHO.

- OHa HaMHOro Kpacueee, Yem st cebe NpeacTaBnAnag, - CKasasna oHa.

OH BbIAOXHYN C 0bneryeHmem.

- fa?

Apus NocmMoTpena Ha Hero, ee rnasa yablbanuco.

- Oa. - OHa oTBepHynach, u MNeppu nogyman, He CAUWKOM i 6M3KO OHUM CTOAAN. Pa3Be OHU He
MOTryT 00LaTbCA, ecnu NPUTBOPSIOTCA COM3HUMKAMKU? He CAMIWIKOM /I MHOFO yAbl6oK? NoTom oH
yBUAEN TO, BO YTO OHA BCNYLUMBANACh.

MBa myanacb K HAM Ha NOJIHON CKOPOCTM MO rpA3HOM TPONUHKe, bnoxa 6exana pagom C He.
Cobaka 3apblyana, NPUNKaB YLLK U OCKAaAUBLUUCH Ha Apuio.

- He nyraiicsa, - ckasan Meppwu. - OHa ApyKentobHas.

Apwusa cToAna Ha MecTe, Kayanacb C NATKM 40 HOCKa, FOTOBAA PBAHYTb.
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- He noxoxe, - cka3ana oHa.

POKOT cKasan emy, 4To 3a nocneAHWe MecALbl OHa CTana onbITHbIM Honuom. Tenepb Meppwm
yBugen pasHuuy. OHa Bbirnagena cunbHee, bbicTpee. Jlyylie ctana CnpaBAATbCA CO CTPAXOM.

OTopBaB OT Hee B3rNA4, OH ONYCTU/ICA HA KONIEHW.

- CnokorHo, bnoxa. [lai e HEMHOro NPocTpaHcTBa. - baoxa megneHHO ABUHyNack Bnepes m
ob6Htoxana canorn Apun, cnabo BUIbHYNA XBOCTOM, NMPEXKAE YEM BaXKHO OTOMTU. Meppu noyecan ee
UINCTYHO CMIMHKY M3 KOPUYHEBOTO M YepHOro mexa. — ITo cobaka MBbl. Tbl HUKOrAa He yBUAULWb UX
NOPO3Hb.

- Torpa a npegnonarato, 4To 310 MBa, - CKasana oHa.

Meppu BbINPAMWUACA KaK pa3 BOBpeMsA, 4ToObl yBMAETb, Kak MBa npoHecnacb mnumo MpuHa m
MpyTMKa c TOPONAMBbLIM MPUBETCTBMEM, @ 3aTEM NPbITHYAA B €r0 06BATUA, KaK AeNana 3To C TPex /eT.
B TpuHaAuaTb 1IeT OHA CTaNa CAMWKOM 60NbLIOW ANA STOFO, HO 3TO CMeLIUO ero, u MiBa npogonkana
TaK genatb.

- Tbl roBOpPUA, YTO NpUELELLb TONIbKO Yepes HECKOIbKO AHEM, - CKa3ana OHa, Kak TonbKo Meppu
onycTun ee Ha 3emto. OHa 6blna B cBoem 06bIMHOM Hapsaae: NblibHble BPIOKK, NblAbHble BOTUHKNK,
NbiNbHaA pybalKka M KpacHble MOMIOCKM TKAHW, BNAETEHHble B €e TeMHble BOJIOCbl, CAeNaHHble U3
060pKU 10B6KK, KOTOPYIO ee MaTb CLUUAA ANA Hee 3MMOW, HO KOTOPYIO Ta NopBana.

Meppu ynbibHyACA.

— 370 1 6bIN10 BCErO HECKO/IbKO AHEN Ha3ag.

- Kasanocb BeYHOCTb, - CKasana MBea, a 3atem nogo3puTenbHO NocmoTpena Ha Apuio CBOMMMU
TEMHO-KapMmm rnasamm.

Korga Aputo Bnepsble BbirHaAuM us I'pesbl, B HeW TpyaHO 6bino He npu3HaTtb MNoceneHKy. OHa
roBopu/ia Pe3kKo U OTPbIBUCTO, ee Koxa 6blna 6s1eQHON, Kak MOJIOKO, M ee 3anax Obi rpybbim m
HenpUATHBbIM. ITK pPasnumnAa ncyesnn. Tenepb oHa Gbla 3ameTHa NO APYroM NPUYMHE... NO TOW Ke
npU4YMHe, No KoTopoi MpyTUK 1 NPUH CMOTPENN Ha Hee NocieaHWe ABa AHA, KOr4a OHA He BuAena.

- POKOT cKkazan mHe, 4yto npuaeT MoceneHka, - B KOHLEe KOHLOB npounsHecna Mea. - OH cKkasan,
YTO Tbl MHE NMOHPABMULUILCA.

- Hapgetocb, oH npas, - otBeTuna Apwusa, rnaga bnoxy no ronose. Cobaka cuaena y ee Hor,
CYaCTAMBO Apbllia.

MBa B3aepHyna noaboponoK.

- Hy, Tbl HpaBuwbCca bnoxe, Tak 4YTO, MOXKET 6bITb, 1 MHE NOHpPaBMWbLCA. - OHa nocmoTpena Ha
Meppwu, HaXMypunacb, 1 OH NOYyBCTBOBaN ee rHeB. OBbIYHO 3TO BblN APKUIA LUTPYCOBbIM apomaT, HO
cenyac TEMHbIM OTTEHOK 3aTyMaHW/ ero 3peHune, CKasas, YTO YTO-TO He TaK.

- Y70 cnyumnoco, MB? - cnpocKa oH.

- Bce, uto A 3Hato, MegBeab 1 YUnaH 4ann Bac, U OHU He BbIFNAAAT CHAaCTAIMBbIMKU. A aymana,
Tbl 3ax04elb 3HATb. - Y3KMe naeun MBbl NPUNOAHANUCL B NOXATUM, 3aTEM OHA ymyanacb, a bnoxa
BNPUNPbIXKKY NobexKana pagom c Heil.

Meppwn HanpasBuaCA K MOCENEHWUI0, rafan, YTo OH Tam HangeT. Mepseab, YenoBeK-CTeHa C
[06pbIM cepauem u pykamu, HaBceraa 3anaTHaHHbIMM OT paboTbl € 3emnein, 6bia CBUHLOM BO BCEM,
YTO CBA3AHO C CE/IbCKMM XO3AMCTBOM. XyA0LW,aBbliA U HEMNPUBETAMBDLIN YUnaH bbln rnaBHbIM pblbakom
MoToka. OHM MNOCTOSIHHO CcNoOpMAM O TOM, OTKyaa [lOTOK nosyy4aeT cBOM npunackl, To 6blna
H6eckoHeuHas 6UTBa mexay 3emnein 1 mopem. lNeppu Hageanca, YTo HMYero 6onblue.

Apus yBepeHHO Lwarasa pagom C HUM, KOr4a OHM NPOLU/IN Yepes r/1laBHble BOPOTa U BbILW/M Ha
NONAHY B LLeHTPe NoceneHns, HoO OH NOYYBCTBOBAJ1 XO/I0A0K ee CcTpaxa. Korga oH yBuaen csom Aom ee
rnasamu: CTofMe Kpyrom Aoma U3 AepeBa U KaMHfA, BbIBETPEHHbIe CO/IeHbIM BO34yXOM, OH CHOBA
3a/la/cA BONPOCOM, O YeM OHa AymaeT. 3aecb bblno Janeko He Tak KOMPOPTHO, KaK y MappoHa, u
9TO He LU0 HU B KAaKOe CpaBHEHMe C TeM, K YeMy OHa NpuBbikna B Moaynsx.

OHM NpubbIAN HE33a[0NT0 A0 YXKMHA... HeyaauYHoe BpemMA. [lecATKM Noaein TONNUANCL BOKPYT,
0XWAan, Korga ux MNo3oBYT ecTb. [pyrMe CTOANM Yy OKOH M TONNUAUCL Yy ABepel, Habnwopgasa 3a
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NPOUCXOAALLMM C LUMPOKO PACKPbITbIMKU rnazamu. OamH 13 aeten peda NoKasan Ha Hero nanbuem, a
APYron XMxnkHyn. BpyK nogHANacb CO CKamenKkn nepea AOMOM, NepeBoaA B3rnag ¢ Hero Ha Apuio un
06paTtHo. Meppu BMHOBATO BCMOMHWA Pa3roBOpP, KOTOPbIA OHM BeAn Mpowion 3umon. OH CKasan
BpyK, 4TO OHM He MOryT 6bITb BMecTe, MOTOMY YTO Yy HEro 1 Tak OT 3ab0T rosioBa Kpyrom uaet. [os08a
Kpy20Mm LWna oT Apuu - OT AEBYLUKM, KOTOPYHO OH AyMas, HUKOrAa 60o/blue He yBUAUT.

Henopaneky ctoanu Mepgseab ¢ YunaHom u pasrosapusanun ¢ Pudom. OHWM OrnAaHyAUCH U
3amMo4anu. Kakom-To MHCTUHKT 3acTaBuAn MNeppu HanpaBuTbca K gomy. CKOpo OH ¢ HUMK pasbepeTca.
OH He BUAen eaMHCTBEHHOTO YeN0BEKA, YbA MOMOLLb Moria bbl emy ceitvac npuroamTbcs: PokoTa.

Meppwn ocTaHoBMACA Nepes ABEPbIO U HOTOW OTOABUHYA B CTOPOHY KOP3UHY € XBOPOCTOM. OH
nocmoTpen Ha Apuio, CTOALLYIO PAAOM C HAM, U MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO AOJ/IKEH YTO-TO CKa3aTb. Jobpo
noxcaaoeame? 30ece mol bydewb 8 6ezonacHocmu? Bce Kazanoch CAUWKOM GOPManbHbIM.

- OH ManeHbKMi, - B UTOre CKasan OH.

OH LWarHyn BHYTPb U CbeXWUcA, yBuaeB pasbpocaHHble NO NOAy o4eANa U FPA3HbIE KPYXKKKU Ha
ctone. Operkaa Bananach B yray, a CTOMNKa KHUT Y Ala/ibHel CTeHbl ONPOKMHYAACk. Lo mopsa 6b110 natm
noaYaca, HO Ha Moy Noj HOoramu y Hero ckpunen necok. OH NpPeanosioXKWA, YTO AOM, B KOTOPOM
KUNA NONYAHOKMHA MYXKUYMH, MOT BbITNALETb U XYKeE.

- 3pecb xuseT Lectepka, - 06BACHUA OH. - A BCTPETMUA UX NOCAe TOro, Kak Tbl... - OH HE MOT
CKasaTb «ywna». OH He 3HaN NoYemy, HO He MOT NPOM3HECTM 3TO CNOBO. - Tenepb OHW MOl OXpPaHa.
Bce oHM OTmeueHHble. Tbl yXKe no3Hakomuaacb ¢ Pudpom, Mpytmkom u MpuHom. OcTanbHble BpaTba:
Xaig, XeaeH u OTweneHew, - Bce Tpoe Buaauwue. Ha camom gene Ota 30ByT XeMBEH, HO... yBUAMLLb.
Emy naet. - OH notep noabopoa0kK, 3acTaBnAs cebsi 3amonyarhb.

- Y 1ebAa ecTb CBEYA UM CBETU/IBHUK? - CNPOCKAA OHA.

Tonbko TOorga oH 3aMeTun NoAympak. [as Hero IMHUM KOMHaTbl 6blan pe3Kko BblvepyeHbl. [na
Apun namn ana Koro-To ewe ux Npocto He BuAHO. OH Bceraa 3Has, 4To oH YyBCTBYHOWMM, HO 3abbin O
CBOEM BUAEHUM A0 3TOro momeHTa. OH bbi1 Buasuimm, Ho HacTosiweln cuiol ero rnas bbisia ocTpoTa
3peHus B TEMHOTE. ApuA OZHaXKAbl Ha3Bana 3To myTaumen - apdekTom IduMpa, KOTOPbIN UCKA3UA ero
4yyBCTBa 6onblwe, yem y gpyrmx. OH gyman o6 3TOM CKopee KaK O MPOKAATUM, HANOMWHAHUMK O
Buaawen matepu, KOTopasa ymepna npu ero poaax.

Meppw OTKPbLIN CTaBHU, BMNYCTUB B KOMHATY TYCKAbIA AHEBHON cBeT. CHapy»Kun nonsaHa ryaena ot
CnaeTeH, MOCKO/IbKY HOBOCTM O NpubbITMM Apun BbICTPO pacnpocTpaHuancb. OH HMYEro He Mor ¢
3TUM nogenatb. OH CKPECTUN PYKM Ha TPyau, ero KenypoK CKanca, Korga oH Habnopan, Kak oHa
noraoLwaeT NPocTpaHcTBo. OH He MOT NOBEPUTL, YTO OHa 34€eChb, B €ro A0OMe.

ApuvAa nogowna K OKHY pPAAOM C HUM M CTana U3y4vyaTb KONNEKLUMIO pe3HbiXx coKosos Korrsa,
KOTopaA CToAna Ha MNOAOKOHHWKe. lMeppu 3Han, 4To emy HyXHO noobwaTtbca ¢ Measegem wm
YnnaHom, HO OH 3acTbli.

OH npo4ynctmna ropno.

— 3710 Mbl ¢ Kortem caenann. Y Hero ayyile noay4ynnocb. Mo e NoxoXx Ha yepenaxy.

OHa B3An1a ero cokona v noseprtena B pykax. Ee cepble rnasa notennenun, Koraa oHa nogHana
roNI0BY M CKasana:

- 9TOT MHe HpaBuTcA bonbLue Bcero.

Meppu nepesen B3rnsag Ha ee rybbl. OHM 6b1an ogHU. Tak 6M3KO OHUM He CTOANM C TeX NOP, Kak
OHa B NocneAHW pas 6bina B ero 06bATUAX.

OHa oTn10Xnna GUrypky 1 oToLua B CTOPOHY.

- Tbl yBEPEH, YTO A MOTY OCTaTbCA 34eCb?

- [a. Moxewb 3aHATb Ty KOMHaTy. - C TOro mecta, rae oH ctoAan, bbln BUAEH Kpal KpPOBaTK
H6paTa, HaKPbITOM BbILBETWNM KpacHbIM ogeanom. OH npeanoyen 6bl, 4ToH6bl OHA He OCTaBanacb Tam,
HO ny4wero Bbibopa He BMUAeN. - A CNAK0 HAaBeEpPXY, - CKa3an OH, KMBasA HABEPX.

Apusa 6pocrna CymKy y CTEHbI U MOCMOTPENIA HA BXOAHYIO ABepb, YAbl6aAch 3BYKY, KOTOPbIA OH
He Mmor paccabiwaTtb. CekyHAy cnycta POKOT BOpBanca B 4OM TEMHOM BCMbILLKOW.
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- HakoHew-To! - B3peBen oH. OH 06HAN Apuio, NOAHMMAA ee C 3eMAu. - [loyemy Bbl TaK 40Ar0?
He oTtBeuai. - OH B3rnaHyn Ha lMeppwu. - Kaxketca, A 3Hat0. - OH NOCTaBWUA ee Ha 3eMII0 U CXKan PYKY
Meppwu. - Xopowo, 4To Tbl BepHyAca, lMep.

- Y10 A nponyctnn? - cnpocun Meppw, yXMbINAACH.

He ycnen PoKoT oTBeTUTb, Kak nossuancb YwmnaH, Megsegb n Pud, n gom norpysunca B
TAry4yto TUWKHY. OHW [JONTO CTOANWN, HEe CBOAA Na3 C eANHCTBEHHOM HE3HAaKOMKMW. HacTpoeHue B
KOMHaTe 0b60CTpPUIOCh, HAKaNAACb M 3anMBasA KpacHbiM rnasa Meppu. OHKU He xoTenu, 4ytobbl OHa
6bina 3aecb. OH 3HAN, YTO OHM TaK OTPEArnPYHOT, HO BCE PABHO CXKan KyaaKMu.

— 3710 Apwms, - CKasan oH, 60PACh C KeNaHUEeM LWArHyTb K Hel. - OHa HanonoBKHY MoceneHka,
Pud pacckazan Bam. OHa nomorkeT Ham HanTu AcHoe Hebo B 06meH Ha yberkumue. MNMoka oHa 34ech,
OHa byaeT oTmeyeHa Kak Cablwaluas.

CnoBa, Ka3anocb, CbiNaancb y Hero n3o prta. 3t1o 6bia Npasaa, HO YacTUYHAA Npasaa, KOTopas
H6onble noxoanna Ha NoXb. Neppy 3ameTnn BONPOCUTENbHbIN B3rnag PokoTa.

Meagezb WarHyn snepea, 3a/1aMbiBan 6oblune pyKku.

- U3BMHWM, yTO cnNpawmsato, MNeppu, HO Kak Ham NomoxkeT KpoT?

YunaH 4to-To npobypyan cebe noa Hoc. Nasa Apuu METHY/IUCb K Hemy, 1 PoKoT Hanpsarca. Oba
Cnblwawme, OHM ACHO €ro yCAblWanu.

Meppun NOYyBCTBOBAA BCMbIWKY Xapa, U nobyxaeHue yaaputb YunaHa. OH NOHAN, YTO TO, YTO
OH YyBCTBOBA/I, TO, YTO 3aXBaTUNO ero, Wno oT Apun. OH rnyboKo B3A0XHYA, NbiTaACb B3ATb cebAa B
pyKu.

- Tebe ecTb UTO CKa3aTb, YMnaH?

- Het, - otBetTun oH. - Huyero. MpocTto nposepsto, paboTatoT A ee ywun. - OH YXMbINbHYACA. -
Pabortator.

Pud onyctnn pyKy Ha nae4vyo YunaHa c TaKOW CUIOM, YTO TOT NOMOPLLUICS.

- Meageab ¢ YnnaHoM pacckaxyT Tebe, YTO Cny4nnoch, NoKa Hac He bbino, - CKaszan OH, MeHsA
Temy.

Meppn NpUroToBUACA K NOCegHEMY CNOPY.

- AaBaviTe nocnywaem.

Mepageab CKPeCTUN PYKM HA LUMPOKOW Fpyam, ero ryctble 6poBm coWwncb Ha nepeHocuLe.

- MpoLwon HOYbO B KNAZ0BOM Cyumaca noxkap. Mbel gymaem, 4To 3TO Obln ManbyuMK, KOTOPbIN
BepHynca ¢ POKoTom. Yronek.

Meppwn B3rNaHyN Ha PokoTa n Aputo, ero oxeatunaa Tpesora. OHU OblNM egUHCTBEHHBIMM, KTO
3Han 06 yHMKanbHOW cnocobHOCTU YrosbKa Hanpasaatb Idup. OHM OXpaHAAWM TalhHy YrosibKa no
Hern1acHoOMy COrnaLleHuo.

- HUKTO He Buaen, Kak OH 3TO caenan, - ckaszan PokoT, umtaa ero moicau. - OH ybexkan, npexae
yem ero ycrnenu NnoMmaTb.

- OH cbexkan? - cnpocun MNeppw.

PokoT 3akatun rnasa.

- Hy Tbl 3Haewb, Kakolt oH. OH BepHeTcA. Bcerga Tak genaer.

Meppun CXKan NOKPbITYIO Wpamamn pyky. Ecam 66l OH cOHBCTBEHHBIMM FNasamn He BUAEN, KaK
Yronek onycrowaet wainKy BopoHoB, To 1 cam Obl He NoBepu.

-Yuwep6?

MepBsenb KUBHYN B CTOPOHY ABepM.

- ByaeT npolue, ecm A noKaxy Tebe, - CKasan OH, HANPABAAACH K BbIXO4Y.

Meppu octaHOBUACA Ha Nopore 1 ornaHynca Ha Aputo. OHa NoHMMaloLLe norKana naedyamun. OHu
npobblan BMecTe MeHblUe AeCATU MUHYT, @ OH YxKe A0/KeH bbln NOKUHYTb ee. OH HEHaBUAEN 3TO, HO
y Hero He 6b1s10 BbibOpa.

KnagoBasa B 3aHel 4YacTM KyxHM MpeacTaBnana cobor ANVHHYIO KAaMEHHYH KOMHaTy,
YCTaBNEHHYIO AEPEBAHHbIMM MOJIKAMM, Ha KOTOPbIX FPOMO3AWIUCL COCYAbl C 3epHOM, HaHKM co
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cneymamunm n TpaBamiu, U KOP3nHbI C paHHMMKN BECEHHMMU OBOLLLAMM. O6bl4HO B npoxnagHom Bo3gyxe

BMTa/N 3anaxu eabl, HO Koraa MNeppw Bolen BHYTPb, 3anax ropenoro gepesa cTan eule ryuwe. Mog,
HWUM OH yNI0BUA cnabbliii 3anax dpupa... 3anax Yrosbka.

YU.l,ep6 6bln HaHeceH O,CI,HOH CTOPOHE KOMHaThbI. YHacTb NONKK ncyesna, cropena AoTna.
- JonxHo 6bITb, OH YPOHUA Nnamny Uan 4YTO-TO B 3TOM poae, - CKa3an MepBegb, noyecbiBan

rycTylo 4yepHyto 6opoay. - Mbl 6bICTPO CMOXBAaTWU/AWUCL, HO BCE PaBHO MHOroe noTtepsan. Ham
MPULWNOCH BbIBPOCUTL ABa ALLMKA 3epHa.

Meppwn KMBHYN. OHM He MOrAn No3BoAUTL cebe TepATb eny. NOTOK UTaK ObiN yXKe Ha CKygHOM
namke.

- NapeHb BopyeT y Tebs, - ckazan YunaH. - OH BopyeT y Hac. B cnepytowmii pas, Koraa yBuKy
€ro, MPOroHto C TEPPUTOPUMN.

- HerT, - ckasan MNeppwu. - OTNpaBb ero Ko MHe.
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I'naBa 4. APUA

- Tol B nopAaKe? - wenotom cnpocun POKOT, Koraa gom onycren.

Apus BblgOXHYNA U KMBHYNA, XOTA U He Bbina B 3Tom yBepeHa. Kpome Hero u lMNeppu, BCe, KTO
CTOAN B 3TOM KOMHaTe, Npe3npasu ee 3a To, KTO OHa. M3-3a Toro kem oHa bbina.

MoceneHkon. [eBylWKOW, KOTOpaA uaa B ropoae noa kKynonom. Lawoxol-Kpomom, Kak
npowenTan YnnaH cebe nog Hoc. OHa rotToBuIacb K 3TOMy, 0COHEHHO Nocne exeaHEBHbIX XONOAHbIX
B3rnAano08 Puda, HO Bce paBHO YyBCTBOBAsA cebsa noTpAaceHHoN. OHA 0CO3HanNa, YTo Npom3owo 6bl TO
e camoe, ecnn bbl MNeppu okasancs B [pese. Xyxke. CTparku Mpesbl youam 6ol yy>Kaka Ha mecTe.

OHa oTBepHynacb OT ABepu, ee B3rNAA4 CKOJb3HYA MO YIOTHOMY, 3arpoMoXaeHHoOMY aomy. o
CTONY C KpaleHbIMU CTyNbAMMU NO 60Kam. 1o MMUCKam M TOpLIKAM BCEX LBETOB, CTOALLMX HA NOJIKAX
nosagun Hero. Mo ABYM KOXKaHbIM Kpecsam nepeg, o4arom, noteptbiM, HO ya06HbIM Ha BuA. Boonb
AaNnbHEW CTeHbl PAaCNONOXUANCD KOP3UHbI C KHUTaMK U AepeBAHHbIMU UTrpyLwKamu. bbino npoxnagHo
N TUXO, Nax/I0 AbIMOM U CTapbim AepeBom.

- Pokor, aTo ero gom.

- da.

- Al He mory NoBepuTb, YTO A 34eCb. 34ecCb Tenaee, Yem A OXuaana.

- PaHbwe 66110 Nyvwe.

fog Hasag B aTom gome Xuna cemba [Neppu. Tenepb OH ocTanca oauH. Apua 3agasanacb
Bonpocom, He noatomy au LlectépKka cnana 3gecb. HagepHAKa ecTb U gpyrne A0Ma, KOTOpble OHU
MOTrAKn 6bl 3aHATb. MOXKET, 3aN0/IHEHHbIM Nt0AbMM A0M nomoran MNeppn He cKyyvaTb No cembe. OHa
3aCOMHeBasiaCb B 3TOM. HUKTO HMKOr4a He CMOMKeT 3ano/IHUTb NYCTOTY B Aylle, KOTOPY OCTaBuaa ee
maTb. Jlloaen Henb3A 3aMeHUTb.

OHa npeactasuaa cebe cBoto KOMHATy. Hebosblwoe nomelleHMe, CKPOMHOE U aKKypaTHoe, C
CePbIMM CTEHAMM M BCTPOEHHbIM KOMOZOM. Korga-to ee KomHaTa 6blia AOMOM, HO OHa He
YyBCTBOBa/JIa TOCKM MO Hel. Tenepb OHA Kas3anacb €M TAKOW KEe MaHsALWEeM, KakK BHYTPEHHOCTb
CTaNIbHOrO AWMKA. EM He xBaTano Toro, YTo OHa YyBCTBOBAsa TaM. beszonacHocTu. Jltlobsu. OKpyKeHUA
noaen, Kotopble NPUHMMaNM ee. KoTopble He WenTanun en B cies «watoxa-Kpot».

bonbwe y Hee HeT CBOEro Mecta, NOHANA OHA. Huyezo MoOxoxKero Ha GUIypKU COKoMa Ha
NOAOKOHHMKe. HeT Huyero, 4ytobbl AOKasaTb, 4YTO OHa cyuwecTByeT. Bce ee Bewn 6binu
BMPTYaNbHbIMW, XpaHUAUCL B Mupax. OHM Bbinn He peanbHbiMK. Y Hee aarke matepu Honblie He
6bin0.

Ee oxBaTmno 4yBCTBO HEBeCOMOCTWU. CIOBHO OTBA3ABLUMICA BO3AYLIHbIN WAp, OHA Napuaa B
BO34yXe.

- Tol ronogHa? - cnpocun PoKOT y Hee 3a CNMHOMW, He 0bpaLLas HXU Ha YTO BHMMAHUA, ero TOH
6bin, KaK Bceraa nerkum m secenbim. - OB6bIMHO Mbl €4MM Ha KyXHe, HO i MOTy NPUHECTN YTo-HNbYab
croaa.

OHa obepHynacb. PokoT npucnoHunca 6egpom K CTony, CKpecTus pyku Ha rpygu. OH bbin oget
B YepHOEe C ro/IoBbl A0 HOT, KaK 1 OHa.

OH ynbl6HYyACA.

- He Tak KomdopTHO, Kak y MappoHa, He Tak an?

MNocnegHue mecAubl OHWM NPOBENM BMECTe, MOKa OH 3ajeyMBan paHy Ha Hore. [loka oHa
ncuenanacb ot 6onee rnybokmx paH. Mano-nomany, AeHb 3a AHEM, OHW BO3BpaLLaiM Apyr apyra.

YnbibKka PokoTa cTana wupe.

- 3HaelWb K, A CKy4an no Tebe.

OHa 3aKkaTuna rnasa.

- Mpowno Bcero Tpu Hegenu ¢ Tex Nop, Kak Mbl BUAENUCH.

- YKankmi oTpesok BpeMeH#, - CKasan oH. - MITak, 4To HacueT eabl?
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Apus nocmoTtpena Ha Aepb. OHa He morna NpPATaTbCA, eCAnU XoTena, YTobbl MOTOK NpUHAN ee.
OHa A0/1’KHa BCTPETUTHCA C HUMW IMLLOM K ivly. OHa KMBHYAa.
- NMokasbiBalt gopory.

- Ee KOXKa cAnWKOM rnagKas... Kak y yrps.

Fonoc, covawmiica 3noboi, goHeccsa 4o ywen Apun.

KnaH Hayan cnneTHMYaTb O HEW elle A0 TOro, Kak oHa ¢ POKOTOM cena 3a oguH M3 ctonoB. OHa
B3A/1a TAXKENYIO NIOXKKY M MOMELLANa pary, CToAlee nepeg HeN, NbITasCb COCPEAOTOYUTLCA Ha APYrmX
BELLAX.

KyxHA npepacTtaBnana coboit rpybo oTecaHHoe CTpOeHMe, YaCTUYHO CpeAHEBEKOBbIN 3af,
YaCTUYHO OXOTHMYMIK AOMMK. OHa Oblna 3acTaBneHa AJ/IMHHbIMM CTOMlaMM cO cBedyamu. o obe
CTOPOHbI PACNONOKUANCL ABa MAaCCMBHbIX o4ara. [eTn roHAAUCb APYr 33 4PYrom No nNepumeTpy, nx
rosoca CMeLwwmnBanmcb ¢ bynbKaHbeM KMNALWEN BOAbl M NOTPECKMBaHMEM naameHu. Co CTYKOM NI0XKeK
N YaBKaHbeM N0AEN, roBopALMX, eaawmx, noowmx. C oTpbikKkon. Cmexom. Jlaem cobaku. Bce 3To
YCUINBANOChb TONCTbIMM KaMeHHbIMM CTeHaMKW. HO HEeCMOTps Ha Wym, OHa He MOr/a He C/blwaTb
YKECTOKMX, LenyyLmx ronocos.

3a cocegHuMm cTonMkom becepoBanu gse aeBywKn. OgHa 6blna xopolleHbKana, 6NOHAMHKA C
APKO-ronyb6biMK rnasamu. Ta camana AeBylKa, KOTopaa Habaogana 3a Apueld, Koraa oHa Bxoauna B
Aom Meppwn. JonxkHo 6biTb, 370 Bpyk. Ee mnaawan cectpa Knapa 6bina B Mpese. Baiin npoaan ee, Kak
n Korts, B obmeH Ha eay ans MoTtoka.

- 1 aymana, uto MoceneHupbl YMMPAOT, KOr4a AbllaT BO34YXOM CHapy»KM, - npowenTana bpyk,
rnaga Ha Aputio.

- TaK n ecTb, - CKa3asa gpyras AeBYLUKa, - HO A C/IblLWANa, YTO OHa TO/IbKO Hano/10BUHY KporT.

- MpeAacTaBnsewsb, KTO-TO HA CAMOM Ze/ie NOMIOXKNUA rnas Ha MoceneHua?

Apua Kpende cKana noxKy. OHWM KNneBeTan Ha ee MaTb, KOTopasA b6bl1a MepTBa, M Ha ee OTLa,
KOTOpbI 6bln 3aragkoin. U TyT ee oceHmo. MNOTOK CKaXKeT To »Ke camoe 0 Hel 1 lNeppu, ecnn y3HatoT
npasay. OHKU cKa3ann bbl TOXKE camoe 06 UX OMHOWEHUSIX.

- Meppu cKasan, YTo OHa byaeT oTMeYEHa.

- Kpot c YyBcTBOM, - CKasana bpyk. - HesepoATHO. M KTO OHa?

- KaxeTtcsa, Cnblwawas.

- Y10 NogpasymeBaeT, YTO OHa HacC CAbIWMKT.

Paspganca cmex.

Apus ckpunHyna 3ybamm oT 3TOro 3B8yKa. POKOT, cnaeBslwmnit pagom, Hak/IOHUACA K HEN.

- Cnywai BHMMaTeNbHO, - NPOLWENTaNA OH e Ha yX0. — ITO Camoe BaXKHOe, YTo Tebe HyXHOo
3HaTb, NOKa Tbl 34ecb. - OHa ycTaBMAACb Ha Tapesiky C TYWeHbIM MACOM, U cepaue ee 3abunocb
CUNbHee.

- He ewb nukwy. OHK ee y*KacHO neperkapmBaltoT.

OHa TKHyna ero noktem B pebpa.

- Pokom.

- Cepbe3Ho. OHa XecCTKas, KaK WKypa. - POKOT nocmoTpen yepes cTon. - Passe 3To He npasAaa,
CrapuHa Yunn? - cnpocua OH y CeA0oro My»K4mHbl ¢ nopasutenbHo 6enoit 6opoaoin.

XoTsa Apusa 6blna CHapPYXKK yKe HECKOJIbKO MecALEeB, OHA BCe elle BOCXMLLAAacb MOPLLMHAMM,
Wwpamamm M Npu3Hakamu Bo3pacta. Korga-to OHWM Kasanucb el oTBpaTtuTenbHbiMU. Tenepb
MOPLLNHUCTOE INLO MY¥KYMHbI MOYTU 3aCTaBUAO ee YAblOHYTbCA. JIIOAN CHAapPY»KM HOCUAM HaA CBOMX
TeNax *U3HEHHbIN OMbIT, KaK CyBEHUPBI.

MBa, feBOYKa, KOTOpyto ApuAa BCTPeTUIA paHee, cnaena pagom ¢ HMM. Apusa nNo4vyBCTBOBaAJA
TAMECTb Ha HOTUHKE M NOCMOTpPeNa BHM3, YTOoObI yBUAETL Baoxy.

- lepywka, PokoT Tebs 0 4emM-To cnpalumBaeT, - CKasana Msa.

CTapuK HaBOCTPUA yXO B CTOPOHY PoKoTa.
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- O yem, KpacaBUYUK?

POKOT noBbICcKA roaoc B OTBET.

- fl ckaszan Apuu He eCTb nuKwy.

CtapuHa Yunn usyyan ee, nogxas rybbl B KUCAoM rpumace. LLiekn Apun BCNbIXHYN, NOKa OHa
*Oana ero peakuunm. OgHO 4eno CAblWwaTb WenoTbl, U COBCEM APYroe rHyLaTbea ee.

- MHe cembaecaT, - CKa3an OH HaKoHeL, - CembaecAT NeT U A CTAHOB/KOCb CUIbHEE.

- CtapuHa Ynnn He Cnblwaswuni, - npowenTan PoKor.

- MoHsana, cnacnbo. OH TONbKO YTO Ha3Ban Tebs KpacaBYMKOM?

POKOT KMBHYA, XyA.

- Pa3Be MOHO ero BUHUTL?

Ee rnasa CKONb3HY/IM NO €ro TOHEHOMY AnLY.

- Het. [lencTBuTenbHO, He MOFy, — CKa3afia OHa, XOTA KpacoTa He COBCEM COOTBETCTBOBaNa
TEeMHOW BHelHocTU PoKoTa.

— 3HauuT, Tbl nonyymwb OTMETUHbI? - cnpocua OH. - Kak HacyeT Toro, 4Ytobbl A 3a Tebs
nopy4unnca?

- A pymana Neppu... NMeperpuH caenaet aTo? - oTBETUIA ApuUs.

- Meppwm rapaHTUpyeT 310, U OH ByaeT NpeacenaTeNnbCTBOBATL HA LLEPEMOHUMU, HO 3TO TO/IbKO
O/iHa YacTb. TO, YTO MOXKET cAeNaTb TONbKO KPOBHbIN BOXAb.

MNonHaa XeHWwuHa, cMaesLlan No Apyryto CTOPoHyY oT PoKoTa, HaknoHWAack Bnepea.

- KTo-TO € Takum e YyBCTBOM, KaK y TebA, A0/KEH NOKAACTbCA, YTO TBOW C/IYX UCTUHEH. Ecan
Tbl C/iblWwalLan, TONbKO Apyroin Cablwalumnii MOXKeT 3TO caenaTb.

Apua ynblbHyNacb, OTMETUB yAapeHMe, KOTOPOE XKEeHLLMHA CAeNnana Ha CI0Be Kec/my.

- A n ecTb CnblWwalLan, TaK YTo 4eno 06CTOUT MMEHHO TaK.

MeHWwmMHa n3yyana ee rnasamu uUgeta mega. Kaszanocb, OHa 4YTO-TO pellnaa, NOTOMY 4YTO ee
CYPOBbIA POT CMAMYM/ICA.

- A Monnu.

- Monnu - Hawa uenntenbHMua 1 XeHa MeaBegas, - ckasan PoKoT. - Ho ropa3go ceupenee, yem
3TOT 340pOBSAK, NpaBaa, Monnun? - OH noBepHyANCca K Apnn. — 3HAYMT, NOPYYNTLCA AOKEH A, HE TaK
nn? A naeanbHo NoAXOXKy anA atoro. A Hayumn Teba Bcemy.

Apus noKa4yana rosoBoM, cTapadacb He yablbaTtbca. denctButenbHo, POKOT 6bln MAeaNbHbIM
Bblbopom. OH Hay4yM/ ee BCEMY, YTO OHa 3Ha/1a O 3BYKAaX M HOXKax.

- Bcemy, Kpome CKPOMHOCTM.

OH cKopumnAa rpumacy.

- Komy 31O Hy»KHO?

- O, He 3Hato. MoxeT Tebe, KpacaBUuK.

- Yywb, - CKa3as OH U CHOBA NPUHAACA 33 eay.

Apus 3acTaBuna cebs caenatb TO *Ke camoe. Pary npeactasnnano coboit BKYCHYO CMeCb SUMEHSA
M pblbbl, HO OHA He MOr/1a CbeCTb 6O/blEe HECKOMbKNX KYCOUYKOB. KlaH He TO/IbKO LWENTA/ICA O HER, HO
W rNas3en Ha Hee, cedA 3a KaXKAbIM ee ABUXKEHUEM.

OHa HanonHWANA NOXKY U, CYHYB PYKY nog CToAa, Nonoxuna baoxe Ha ronosy. Ta MOPrHysia wm
npuasuHynacb 6aunxke. Y Hee 6b110 YMHOE BblparKeHUe MOPAOYKM, OTCYTCTBYIOLLEE Y cobak B Mupax.
OHa M He noao3peBana, YTO Yy MMBOTHbIX TaKMe pasHble XapaKTepbl. ITOo 6blNO ewe OAHO
H6ecKOHeYHOe pas/inune Mexay ee CTapon *KM3Hb M HoBOW. OHa 3a4aBanacb BONPOCOM, USMEHUT N
MoToK cBOEe MHeHMe 0 Hel, Kak baoxa.

ApuAa nogHana rnasa, Korga 6ontoBHA B 3ane yTuxna. B gBepax nossunca MNeppu ¢ Tpemsa
moaoapimu  argbmn. CBETNOBOAOCHIE M BbICOKME, ABOE M3 HUX HanomuHanum [lleppu cBoum
MYCKY/IUCTbIM TeNOCNO0XeHnemM. Xang n XenaeH, goraganacb oHa. TpeTui, 4To 6bia Ha HECKOJIbKO
LLIAroB No3aAam 1 HMXKe Ha rofoBy, Mor BbITb ToNbKO OTwWweneHLemM. Bce oHM aeprKanunce Kak Buaawme:
JIYKM 33 CMIMHAMM, BbICOKAA OCaHKa, BHMMaTeNbHble rnasa.
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Meppwu cpasy ee 3ametuna. OH HAKNOHWA ronoBy. besonacHoe NpusHaHUe MeXxay COH3HUKaMMU,
HO 3TO 3aCTaBW/IO ee 3aTauTb AblxaHWe, Kenasa bonbluero. 3aTem OH Cen 3a CTO/IMK Y ABEPU BMECTE C
6paTbAMM N NcHe3 B mope ronoB. MrHoBeHMe cnycTa 40 ee ylwel 4OHEeCAUCh XKeCTOKNe ronoca.

- OHa He BbIFNAAUT HacToAwel. [lepKy napu, oHa Aarke He OyaeT UCTeKaTb KPOBbH, €C/IN Tbl
nopexels ee.

- AaBaii nonpobyem. MpocTto HebonbLwoM Nopes, YTobbl NPOBEPUTL, NPaBAA /11 3TO.

Apua otcneguna ronoc. Fonybbie rnasa bpyk BNUAKCL B Hee. ApuaA NONOXKUAA PYKY Ha 3anAcTbe
PokoTa, 6narogapHas 3a €ero YyHWKanbHyt0 cnocobHocTb. OH MOr CAblWaTb MbICAKM Yepes
npuKkocHoBeHWe. OHa NOYTM He yaAMBUAACb, KOrga 0bHapy»Knna 3To B HeM. 3To He 0cob0 OT/INYANOCH
oT CmapTBM30pa, KOTOPbIA OHA HOCK/MA BCIO CBOK *KM3Hb, YTO paboTan aHaNoOrMyHbIM obpasom —
yNlaBNMBaAA MbICNeHHble 06pa3sbl Yepes PU3NYECKUIN KOHTAKT.

«3T0 geBywkKa MNeppun», - nogymana oHa. - «He Tak an?»

POKOT 3amep, He AOHecA NOXKKY A0 pTa.

- HeT... A nOo4YTK yBEpEH, YTO 3TO CKOpee BCEro Thl.

«OHa 3/1as. BO3MOXHO, A 3aX04y NPUYUHUTL el 60Nb.»

PokoT ycmexHynca.

- A xo4y NOCMOTpETb Ha 3TO.

- NocmoTpuTe Ha Hee. — ITo cHoBa bbln rosioc bpyk. - OHa BewaeTcs Ha PokoTa. Al 3Hato, Tbl
cnblwmnwb meHA, KpoT. Tel 3pA TpaTuwb Ha Hero Bpemsa. OH napeHb Jlus.

Apua oTaepHyna pyky OT ero 3anAaAcTbA. POKOT B340XHYA M nocmoTpen Ha Hee. OH nonoxun
JIOXKY Ha CTON U OTOABWUHY CBOKO TapenKy.

- MNopgem. laBait BbIOUpaTbes oTctoaa. A xouy Tebe Koe-4To NoKasaThb.

OHa BblTaWwmMNa HOrM U3-NoOA CTONA U NocnefoBasa 3a HUM, He CBOAA rnas co CnuHbl PokoTa.
Mpoxoaa mumo lMeppun, oHa 3ameannna war, no3Boans cebe 6pocuTb Ha Hero B3rnAgh. OH caywan
Puda, cmaeslero HaNpoTMB HEro, HO ero rnasa BCTPETUIUCD C ee.

Ei xOoTenocb CKa3aTb €My, KaK CM/IbHO OHa CKy4aeT no Hemy. Kak el xoyeTcsa cuaeTb pagom C
HMM. [TOTOM OHa MOHANA, YTO Yepes CBOU UCXoZALLME U3 Hee YYBCTBA, OHA 3TO YKe caenana.

PokoT noBen ee no Tpone, NeTaABLUEN cpeam necyaHbix AtoH. CeeT ddupa npocaumsanca CKBO3b
obnaka, 6pocas oTbaecKkM Ha TPONMUHKY U BbICOKYHO LienecTAwyo Tpasy. [oKa OHKM wau, WwWym BeTpa
CMeLWKnBanca ¢ TMXMM cBUCToM. OH NPOXOANA CKBO3b Hee C LWMNEHNEM, LIENOTOM U PEBOM CTAHOBACH
BCE FPOMYE 1 AAICHEE C KAXKAbIM LIAroMm.

ApuA OCTaHOBMACb, KOTAQ OHW MUHOBANM NocneaHIo AtoHY. OKeaH pacKUHY/ICA nepes Hew,
NbIWYLNIA }KU3HBIO, NPOCTUPAIOWMIACA A0 CaMOro KoHua. OHa ycabllWwana MUAMOH BOJH, KaxKAyto
CBMPENYIO OTAENbHO, YTO CO34aBann BMECTe XOp, KOTOpbii Obln HeamATexkHee U BeNNYECTBEHHEE,
4yem BCe, YTO OHa Korga-nnbo 3Hana. OHa MHOro pa3 Buaena okeaH B Mupax, HO 3TO He NOAroToBUAO
ee K HacToALwemy.

- Ecnm 6bl1 y KpacoTbl 6b1a1 3BYK, TO 3TO 6bIa1 Obl OH.

- fl 3Han, 4TO 3TO NOMOMXKET, - CKa3an PoKOT, ero ynbibka 6bnecHyna B TemHoTe. - Cablwalime
roOBOPAT, YUTO MOpPE XPAHWUT BCe 3BYKM, KOTOpble Koraa-nmbo bbinn ycnbiwaHbl. Bece, 4To Tebe Hy»KHO
cAenatb, 3TO CAyLWaTh.

- Al aTOro He 3Hana. - OHa 3aKpblsia rnasa, NO3BO/INB 3BYKY OMbITb €€, U MPUCYLLANACh K FoN0Cy
maTepu. Fae Oblan CnokoMHble 3aBepeHuAa JIYMUHbI, YTO TeprneHuMe W NorMKa pewaT awbyto
npobnemy? OHa He C/biWwana Ux, HO BepwUaa, YTo OHM Tam. ApuA B3rNAHyAa HAa POKOTa, OTrOHAA rope.
- Bugnwb? Tbl He BceMy MeHA HayuuA.

- BepHo, - otBeTMA POKOT. - A HE MOry pUCKOBAaTb U YTOMUTb TebA.

OHu BMecTe nogownu K Boae. POKOT cen, onepLlimcb Ha JIOKTH.

- A Tenepb paccKasbiBan Npo npeacTaBaeHMe.

Apua cena pagoOM C HUM.
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— JTO K /yywemy, - CKasana OHa, 3apblBaACb ManbLamMu B Necok. BepxHui cnon Bce elle
XPaHWA gHEBHOE Tenso, HO Nog HUM bbl10 NPOXAagHo M cbipo. OHa nocbinana Um KoneHo PokoTa. -
Tbl XKe cnblwan, Kak OHWM MeHA HeHaBUAAT. MpeacTasb, ecim 6bl OHM y3HaNW, 4To Mbl ¢ MNeppu BmecTe.
- OHa noKayvana ronosoMn. — fl He 3Halto.

- Yero Tbl He 3Haewb? - POKOT ynblbHyAncA, byaTo xoTen nogapasHutTb ee. MoOMeHT Kasanca
COBEPLUEHHO 3HAKOMbIM, XOTA OHW HUKOrAa He 6bliv 34ecb paHblue. CKONMbKO pas 3a 3MMy OHM
rosopuau o Meppu n Jlne?

ApuAa BbiCbiNnana ewe ropcTb Necka emy Ha KONeHOo, MPUCAYLIMBAACL K MEIKOM MOpOCK nog,
lWwymom npunbos.

— 970 6bINa MoA ngen. Cambliii 6€30MacHbI CNOco6, HO CTPAHHO NPUTBOPATLCA KEM-TO APYIUM.
Kak 6yato mexay Hamu CTeKnAaHHaAa cTeHa. Kak 6yaTo A He mory AOTPOHYTbCA A0 HEero Wiw...
AOTAHYTbCA. MHe He HPaBMUTCA, KaK 3TO OLLyLLaeTCA.

POKOT noweBennn KoNeHOM, CKUHYB HACbIMAHHYHO €10 KY4KY Nnecka.

- Ero ronoc Bce ele 3By4MT KaK AbIM 1 OTOHb?

Apua 3aKkatuna rnasa.

- He 3Hato, 3auem A Tebe 370 CKasana.

OH cKnoHMA ronosy HaboK, XKecT, B KOTOPOM 6bl10 4YTO-TO OT [leppu, M NONOXKUA PYKYy Ha
cepaue.

- ApuA, TBOM 3anax... OH Kak pacuBeTWnin UuBeToK. - OH naeanbHO NOACTPOWUA CBOM roaoc nog,
HWU3KMIM NPOTAXKHbIM ronoc Meppw. - Uam ctoaa, mos munas posa.

ApuA TKHy/1a ero B NAe40, YTO TO/IbKO PAacCMELLMAO ero.

- Quanka. U Tbl 3annaTtullb 3a 3TO, KOrA4a A NOBCTpeyato Jlms.

Ynblbka PokoTa wucyesna. OH nNpoBen pyKoM NO TEMHbIM BOJIOCAaM M cen, rNaga Ha
pa3buBaloLLnecs BOHbI.

- Mo-npeXHeMy HW BECTOYKM? - TUXO cnpocuaa oHa. Korga npolwnol BecHOM nponana cecrpa
Meppwn, cepaue PokoTa 6bis10 pa3buTo.

OH nokavan ronoBou.

- Hu cnosa.

Apua cena, oTpAXMBaA PYKM.

- Ckopo byget. OHa noseuTtcA. - OHa norKanena, 4To ynomsHyna Jime. PoKOT aonxeH 6bin
4yBCTBOBaTb ee OTCcyTCTBUE BoNblUe, Yem Koraa-nmbo 3aech, rae oHn 06a BbIpOC/u.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha OKeaH. Bpaneke nynbcupoBanu ocnenutesbHbiM cBeToMm obnaka.
SdupHbIE BOPOHKM OblM nopasuTenbHbl. Apua He Morna npeactaButb ceba Tam. eppu Kak-To
CKasan eun, yto bypu Ha mope Bcerga onacHbl. OHA He 3Hana, Kak pbibakn MoToKa Haxoannn B cebe
MY}KECTBO BbIXOAMUTb B MOPE KaxKAbll AeHb.

- 3Haelwb, CTEKNO A0BOIbHO Nerko pa3buTb, Apuma. - POKOT 334yMUYMBO CMOTPEN Ha Hee.

- Tbl npaB. - Kak oHa morna »anosatbcA? EN 66110 HaMHoOro nerye, yem emy. Mo KpaiiHel mepe,
oHu ¢ MNeppwn 6bian B ogHOM MecTe. - Tbl MeHs ybeaun. A pa3obbto cTekno, Pokot. Mpu cnepyrouweit
BO3MOXHOCTW.

- Xopouwlo. Pasbeli ero.

- ObsasatenbHo. M Tbl TOXKe, Korga mbl Hangem Jlue. - OHa »KAasa, YTO OH COr/1acuUTCA, XoTena,
4yTObbI OH cornacunca, Ho POKOT cMeHUA Temy.

- ['ecc 3HaerT, YTO Tbl 34€CH?

- Het, - otBeTnna oHa. OHa BbiTawmna CMapTBM30p O M3 KapMallKa Ha MNOAKNALKE KOXKaHOWM
CYMKU. - HO MHe HyXHO C HMM cBA3aTbcA. - OHa Ao/kHA b6bina caenatb 3TO BYEpa, B A€Hb UX
3an/IaHMPOBAHHOMN BCTPEYM, HO OHA He Hall/a BO3SMOXKHOCTM B TeyeHue nyTtewwecTsma K lMNoToky. - A
cAenato 3To cenyac.

[NafKniM, YNCTbIM, KaK Kanaa BOAbl, M NOYTU TAaKOWM e noaatausbii Bu3op, nopasun ee, Kak
HeYyTo M3 APYroro MMpa nocse BbIrOPeBLIMX Ha COMHLE M NOTPEenaHHbIX BETPOM OKpPauH noceneHus.
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OH 6b1n 13 gpyroro... ee mmpa. OHa HOCUAA 3TO YCTPOMCTBO BCHO CBOHO XKM3Hb, AAXKe He 3ayMbIBAACH.
Kak un Bce lMoceneHubl. Tak oHM nepemewwannce mexagy Mupamn. OHa TONbKO HegaBHO Havyana
60aTbCA ero. 3a 370 OHa [Jo/MKHA 6aarogapuTb KoHcyna lMNecca.

Apua nogHecna CmapTBM30p K NIeBOMYy rna3y. YCTPOMCTBO NPMCOCANOCHh K KOXe BOKpYr
rNasHWUbl, AaBneHne 6bl10 TBEPAbIM M 3HAKOMbIM, @ 3aTeM OMOTEXHUYECKMI MNACTUK B LEHTPE
CMArYMACA, NPEeBPaATUBLLUNCL B KUAKOCTb. OHa HECKONbKO pa3 MOPrHyna, NpuBbIKaAA BUAETb yepes
npo3payHbIi MHTepdeic. Koraa Busop noakatoumnnca, Ha ¢oHe okeaHa NOABUINCH KPacHble BYKBbI.

OOBPO NOXAMNOBATb B MUPbI! NYYLUE, YEM PEAJ/IBHOCTb!

MpuseTtcTBue UcYe3no, a 3atem noasmnace AYTEHTUPUKALNA.

OHa noBepHyna ronosy, Habntoaan, Kak ByKBbl CNeayroT 33 ee ABUKEHUEM.

MenbkHyno MPUHATO n 3HaKomoe olyleHUne MOKasbiBAaHMA PACNPOCTPAHUINUCL MO KOXe
rO/IoBbl M BHW3 MO MO3BOHOYHMKY. TONbKO OAHa 06WaA MKOHKA ¢ Hagnucbto «ECC» maauuna B
TeMHoTe. Koraa y Hee 6bin cBoi CMapTBM30p, 3KpPaH Obln 3an0nHeH 3HaYKamu ee ntobumbix Mupos,
HOBOCTAMM WM coobweHnamn ot gpysein. Ho Fecc 3anporpammupoBan 3ToT Bu3op TonbKo Ha To,
YyTOObI 06LLLATLCS C HAM.

-Tbl BOWA? - cnpocun PokoT.

- [a.

OH ner, NONOXKUB FONOBY Ha PYKY.

- Pa3byan meHs, Koraa BepHellbes. - EMy Ka3anocb, YTO OHa CMOKOMHO CUAMT Ha nasKe. Y Hero
HUKOrAa He 6b110 OKHa B Mupbl, KOTopoe OTKpbiBaeT el CMapTensop.

- Tbl ¥Ke 3HaewWb, YTO A BCe eLe TyT.

POKOT 3aKkpbln rnasa.

- He, Tbl He 3gecb. He no-HacToAwemy.

OHa 0b6aymaHHO Bblbpana MKOHKY, AaBasA [eccy 3HaTb, YTO OHA 34ecb. MrHOBeHWe CnycTa OHa
pa3fenunacb, ee Co3HaHMe packononocb. OuyuieHne 6bl10 HenpUATHbIM, HO 6e360/1e3HEeHHbIM,
C/IOBHO BHEe3anHO Mpocbinaewbca B HE3HAaKOMOM mecTte. B 04HO MrHOBeHMe OHa CylLecTBOBana
Cpa3y B AByX MecTax: Ha bepery ¢ POKOTOM M B BMPTya/sibHOM Mupe, Kyga ee npueen lecc. OHa
nepesena B3rnag Ha Mup n 3amepna, ocnenneHHasa apkum ceeTom. [loTom ornagenacb, NPUBbLIKAA K
po3oBeloLemy Mupy.

BulHeBLIN caf OKpyKan ee co BCeX CTOPOH. [lepeBbA LBeAM U NenecTKM MOKPbLIBAWU 3EMIO,
CNOBHO pPO30BasA, CHeEXKHafA Nblb. beccmbicneHHbIV Wwenect oToBCIOAY AOCTUT ee yleKr, a 3aTem
BOZA0BOPOT /IENECTKOB 06PyLINACA Ha HEe PO30BOIM METENbIO.

Y Hee 3axBaTWNO AyX, MOKa OHA He 3amMeTuaa CUMMETPUIO BETBEN M MAeaNbHOE PacCTOAHUE
mexay aepesbAMnU. OHa NOHANA, YTO He CAbIWANA HMU NAZEeHMA NenecTKOB, HU CKpuna BeTBewn. Betep
AOHOCUA MYCTOM 3BYK B OAHY HOTY. CIMWIKOM arpeccMBHO 1A TOrO, YTO OHA CYMUTaNA NPABU/bHbLIM.
«Jlydwe, yem B Peaney, - rosopunm oHn o Mupax. Korga-to oHa Toxe Tak gymana. B TeyeHmne mHormnx
NeT OHAa nyTelecTBOBasa MO TaKMM MPOCTPAHCTBAM M3 He3onacHbix cTeH [pe3, He 3HaA Hu4ero
nyyuwero. He 3HanA, 4To HET HUYe20 Ny4lle peanbHOCTH.

Unu ewe xymuce, nogymana oHa, BHe3anHo BcnomHue Mencnn. Ee nyywasa nogpyra suaena
TONIbKO YKacCHble cocTaBafaolwme peanbHoro mmpa. OroHb. bonb. Hacunune. Apua Bce ele He morna
noBepuTb, YTO OHa norubna. Mo4yTn BCce ee BOocNOMWHaHMA O lMelcnn BKAOYanM cTapliero 6para
Mecnun. Ux Bceraa 6bin10 Tpoe.

Kak Tam noxkusaet Kaneb B lpese? Heyxkenm oH fo cux nop nytewecrsyeT no Mupy uckyccraa?
Nnn oH aBuHynca panbwe? OHa NPOrnoTUAA KOMOK B ropse, ckydaa no Hemy. CKyyaa no gpyrum
Apy3bam, PyHe u lMuKeKn, M no Tomy, Kakol nerkon 6bii1a ee u3Hb. Mo NoABOAHBIM KOHLEPTam U
BeYEPUHKam B obnakax. Mo Henenbim Mupam, Takum Kak «JlazepTar [lMHOo3aBpoB», «O6nauHbIN
cepduHr» n «CemaaHue c rpeyecknm borom». Ee Xu13Hb Tak CUABHO M3MeHMNacb. Tenepb, KOrAa oHa
Cnana, OHa Aepxasa KANHKMU Ha PacCTOAHUM BbITAHYTOM PYKM.
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ApuAa nogHAna rnasa, M y Hee nepexsaTmno ApixaHue. CKBO3b p0O30Bble BETBM OHA yBMAENA
cBeTno-ronyboe Hebo 6e3 npoxunok Idupa, 6e3 ceeTawmxca o6n1akos. Takoe Hebo 6bI1O TpPUCTa NeT
Hasag, Ao EguHeHua. [lo TOro, Kak MOLLHAA CONHEYHas BCMbIWKa paspylimnaa MarHUTHy chepy
3emnu, OTKPbLIB ABEPb KOCMUYECKUM Bypsam. B uyykyto aTmocdepy, KoTopaa bblia HeBoobpasnMmo
paspywmnTenbHoi. dpupy. 3To ronyboe Hebo GbINO TeM, KaKMM OHa NpeacTaBnsna cebe fAcHoe Hebo
— SIPKOE, OTKPbLITOE N CNOKOWMHOE.

OHa onycTuna rnasa v yBuaena KoHcyna lecca, cnadauLero 3a CTo0M B ABajLaTh Wwarax ot Hee.
ManeHbKUM, C MPAaMOPHOI CTONEWHULEN WU ABYMA XKeNesHbIMU CTYyNbAMM, CTON NpPUHAANEeKan
6uctpo Ha EBponelickon nnowaan. Kakon 6b1 Mup lecc HM Bblbpan, 3Ta AeTaNb HUKOrga He
MeHsNachb.

Apua nocmoTpena Ha cebs. Ee yepHble BptoKM, pyballka U BOTUHKM CMEHMUANCH Ha KMMOHO.
3TOT HapAg, 6bIN CLUMT U3 NIOTHOM KPEMOBOM NapymM C PUCYHKOM M3 KPACHbIX M PO30BbIX LBeToB. OHO
6b110 KPAaCMBbLIM U CINLLKOM Y3KUM.

— 3710 HeobxoaMMO? - cpocKuaa OHa, KaK Bceraa.

fecc monya Habnwpgan 3a Hel. Y Hero ObiO CTpoOroe, TOYEHOE /INLO C  LUMPOKO
PacCTaB/NEHHbIMM F1a3amun U TOHKMM PTOM, NPUAABABLUMM €MY CXOACTBO C ALLEPULLEN.

- OHO cooTBeTcTBYEeT MUpy, - CKa3an OH, OKMAbIBasA B3rnagom ee ourypy. - M1 A Haxoxy TBOKO
oaexay MNocTopoHHEro HenpUraAaHOMN.

ApuAa cena HanpoTUB HeEro, HeNIOBKO ep3as Ha cTyne. OHa eABa MOr1a CKPeCcTUTb HOTW B NaaTbe,
M 4TO 3TO ObINO 32 BOCKOBOE MOKPbITME Ha ee rybax? OHa npoBena nanbLem M Ha HEM OKasanacb
anaa nomaga. Hy, oelicmeumesnbHo. ITO BbINO yKe CANLLIKOM.

- Bawa opexaa He nodxodum Mupy, - cKasana oHa. [ecc, Kak 0bbl4HO, OblN OZeT B cepoe —
ofeXKAy, MOXOXYH HA Ty, YTO OHA HOocuNa B [pe3e BCl CBOKD XKM3Hb, C TOM NIMLWb PA3HULEN, YTO Y HEro
6b1M CMHME NONOCHI BAONb BOPOTHMKA M PYKABOB, YTOObI MOKA3aTb €ro NoaoXKeHne KoHcyna. - Kak n
3TOT cTON, U Kode.

He obpawaa Ha Hee BHWMMaHuA, lecc Hanun Kode B ABE M3AWHbIE YAWKKM, WU HA CTON
NOCbINAINCb PO30BbIe NIeNecTKN. Apua nsydana 6ynbKatoWmMn 3ByK, KOTOPbIN Obl ACHBIM U PE3KUM,
HO cTpaHHO 6ecdopmeHHbIM. OT apomaTta y Hee NOTEKAN CAOHKK. Bce 6bl10 TaK, Kak B nocieaHue
mecaupl. Mpuuyanmebiii Mup. 3101 cTon U cTynbs. Kpenkuii, TemHbliih Kode. BoT TonbKko pyKku y lecca
APOXKaNu.

OH caenan rnotok. Koraa oH nocTaBuAa YallKy Ha CToA, pa3ganca ckpun. OH NogHAN Ha Hee
rnasa.

- fl pazoyapoBsaH, Apua. Tbl ono3gana. A gyman, yto ybeaun 1eba B CPOYHOCTU TBOEM 3a4a4N.
Tenepb A 3a4a0Cb BONPOCOM, HYXKHO 1M Tebe HAaNOMWHATL O TOM, YTO NOCTAB/IEHO Ha KapTy, eCAu Tbl
noTepnuub Heyaauy.

- Al 3Hat0, YTO Ha KOHY, - CKa3ana oHa *KecTKo. Kocome. pe3a. Bcé.

- U Bce e Tbl caenana Hebonbwol KpoK. [lymaelb, A He MOry CKasaTb, rge Tbl? Tbl
OTNpaBuaacb NOBUAATLCA C ASAeN ManbyMKa, He Tak an? C MeperpuHom?

lecc cneaun 3a ee nepensukeHnamm yepes CmapTemsop. ITO He yaMBMAO ApUto, HO OHa Bce
paBHO MOYYBCTBOBAsaA, Kak ydacTuacs ee nynbc. OHa He XxoTena, YTobbl OH 3Han o MNeppw.

-  noKa He mory nath Ha cesep, lecc. MNepesan K Poram NOKpbIT AbA0OM.

OH HaK/noHWACA BRepea.

- . mor 6bl foCTaBUTL TebA Tyaa 3a8Mpa Ha aspoxoae.

- OHM HeHaBUOAM Hac, - CKa3asa oHa. - OHM He 3abbinn 0 EguHeHnn. A He mory BopBaTbCa TyAa
Kak lNoceneHKa.

- OHM [MKapw, - cKasan OH, NpeHebpeknTenbHO MaxHyB PyKon. - MHe Bce paBHO, YTO OHMU
AYMaloT.
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ApuAa 0CO3HaNa, Kak 4acTo OHa AplwKnT. PokoT cen. OH npuctanbHO Habnwpan 3a Hel B
peanbHOCTH, YyBCTBYA ee HanpsaxeHue. Jukapu. Koraa-To oHa TOXe TaK O HMX Aymana. Tenepb
npucyTcTeme POKoTa YKpenuao n ycnokomno ee.

- Bbl LONKHbBI NO3BONNTL MHE CAeNaTb BCE NO-MOEMY, - CKa3ana oHa leccy.

- MHe He HpaBWUTCA KaK Tbl AelcTBYeLWb. Tbl ONo3aana ¢ 0OTYETOM. Tbl TepAELb BPEMSA C KaKUM-
TO Yy)kakom. MHe Hy)KHa 3Ta uHPopmauma, Apua. [an mHe KoopauHaTbl. HanpasneHue. Kapty. Y10
YyrogHo.

MoKa OH roBOpPMW/, OHa 3aMeTW/a, YTO ero MasieHbKWe rna3ku beratoT, a LWeA MoKpbIBaeTcA
PYMSIHLLEM. 33 BCIO 3MY UX BCTPEY OH HMKOr4a He Obl1 TaKUM HEPBHbIM M BOMHCTBEHHbIM. YTO-TO ero
6ecnokouno.

- Al xouy BnaeTb KorTa, - ckasana oHa.

- HeT, noKa Tbl He JOCTaHELWb MHe TO, YTO MHe HaAao.

- Hert, - cKa3ana oHa. - MHe Hago yBmnaeTb ero...

Bce octaHoBWMANOCbL. Jlenectku BULWIEH 3amepau, MOBUCHYB B Bo3gyxe. LUym BeTpa ctux, u
BHe3anHo B Mwupe Bouapwunacb MepTBasa TUWMHA. Yepe3s MrHoseHue JiernecTkM MOAHAAUCL B
obpaTHOM HanpaBAeHWM, 3aTeM, Ka3a/ioCb, CHOBA 3aLLeNU/INCb, @ NOTOM B34POrHY/N, YTObbl CHOBA,
Kak 0Obl4HO, ONYCTUTLCA Ha 3eMH0. 3BYKM TOXKE BEPHY/IUCD.

Apua yeuaena noTpAaceHue Ha nuue lecca.

- Y70 370 6bLINO? - CNpPOCKIA OHA. - YTO TO/IbKO YTO NPOM30LL/IO?

- BosBpaluaiica yepes Tpu AHA, - OTpesan oH. - He onasabiBai, u Tebe nydyile oTnpaBUTbCA Ha
cesep. - OH pa3beaAnHUACA N UcHes.

- lecc! - 3aKkpunyana oHa.

- Apus, 4To He TaK?

lFonoc PokoTta. OHa nepektoymnna BHUMaHue. Ero 6poBu 6bi1M 03a60YEHHO CABUHYTLI.

- Al B nopagKe, - ckasana oHa, HbICTPO NPOKPy4YMBaA B ronoBe KOMaHAbl, YTObbl CHATL Busop.
Apusa cxkana ero B pyke, APOCTb 3aTyMaHW/a ee 3peHue.

PoKoT nopoaBuHynca 6anxke.

- Y710 cnyumnock? - CNpocua OH.

OHa nokavana ronoBoi. OHa M cama He 6blna yBepeHa. YTo-To nowno He Tak. OHa HUKoraa
paHblle He BMAena, 4tobbl Mupbl 3amunpann. OH caenan aTo cneumnanbHo, YTobbl Hanyrate ee? Ho oH
TOXKe HepBHMYaN. YTo OH CKpbiBaeT? 3a4yem el Tak cnewmnTb K Poram?

- Apus, - He oTcTaBan PoKorT. - [oroBopu co MHOMN.

- [ecc 3HaeT, 4yTo A 34ecb. M OH xoueT, YyTobbl 1 HEMea/IEHHO OTNpPaBUNAach Ha CeBep, - CKasasa
OHa, TWaTebHO NoAbMpana cioBa, He ynomuHaa KorTa. - Ero He BO/IHYET, 4TO NepeBas BO bay.

- Y6noaok oH, 31oT lecc. - POKOT mepeBen B3rAsag C Hee Ha nasx. - Ho y meHs gna Tebsa
XopoLlune HoBOCTM. BOT TBOWM LWaHC pa3buTb cTekno.
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I'nasa 5. [IEPET'PUH

Meppu cnyckanca no nasxy K Apuu, 0CO3HaBaA KaXKAbli CBOM war. B nydwem cnyyae y HUX
6yneT BCero HECKO/IbKO MUHYT, U/IM OH He ycrneeT A0 Hee AobpaTbea.

OH BcTpeTun PoKoTa Ha nonnyTu.

- Mopgepuwb yxo BOCTpo? - cnpocun Meppw.

- KoHeuHo, - oTBeTUn POKOT, NOX/I0NaB ero no njaeyy, Nnpoxoaa MMMO.

ApwuA BCTana, Koraa oH nogowen K Hei. OHa NepeKknHyna TeMHble BOJIOCbI Yepes Nnaeyo.

- Tol yBepeH, 4TO BCe B MOpAAKe? - CNPOCUAA OHA, TNASA MUMO Hero.

- Ha HeKkoTopoe Bpems, - CKasan oH. - PoKoT caywaet. Pud ganbwe no Tpone. - EMy Kasanocb
HenpaBUAbHbIM, YTO /tOAN U3 ero COBCTBEHHONO K/AaHa CTOAT Ha CTPeMe, HO OH OTYasiHHO XOTen
OCTaTbCA C HEM HaeauHe.

- Tol Hawen Yronbka?

OH nokavan ronosomn.

- Noka HeT. Ho a cpgenato 3to. - OH XxOoTen AOOTPOHYTbCA OO Hee, HO MO4YYyBCTBOBaN ee
HacTpoeHne. OHa HepBHUYaNa M3-3a yero-to. OH AOraablBanca, YTO 3TO MOXKeT bbiTb. - MPyTUK... OH
CnblWwalLmi... OH pacckasan MHe, YTO CY4MIOCh Ha KyxHe. To, 4TO roBOpuAmu Noaum.

- Hnuero, Meppu. ToNbKO cNAETHMU.

- Dan um Hepgento, - ckasan oH. - byaeT nerve.

OHa oTBepHynacb U He oTBETUANA.

Meppwn nposen pykoh No nogbopoaKy, He MOHUMaAA, MOYEeMy eMy KaXKeTcs, YTO OHW BCe elle
NPUTBOPAIOTCA APYr Nepes APpYrom.

- Apus, 4TO NPOUCXOANT? - CNPOCU OH.

OHa cKpecTuia pyKM Ha rpyau, M ee HACTpoeHWe BCe TMOHUMKANOCb W MOHMMKANOCH,
npeBpaLasch B nea. Neppun 6oponcs ¢ HaBaNMBLUENCA HA HETO TAXKECTbLIO.

- [ecc 3HaeT, 4YTo A 34ecb, - CKasasna OHa HakoHel. - OH 3acTaBasieT MmeHA YUTU. MHe HyXHOo
byaeT ynTn yepes HECKO/IbKO AHEN.

OH BcnomHuAn ums. MNecc 6bin MoceneHyem, KOTopbii BbiIbpocun ee 3 Mogyns.

- OH 3HaeT, YTo NATN Ha ceBep Hebe3onacHo?

- Oa, - otBeTnAna oHa. - Ero aTo He BOJIHYyeET.

Ee cTpax BHe3anHO oxBaTuA ero.

- OH yrpoxkan Tebe? - cnpocun MNeppu, AMxopagovHo coobpakas.

ApuA nokayana rosioBoi U NOHMMAHWE yAAPWUI0 MO HEMY.

- Y Hero KoroTb. OH yrporkaet KorTto, He Tak n?

OHa KnBHyNa.

- MHe o4yeHb *Kanb. ITO eANHCTBEHHbIN pa3, Koraa A AeUCTBUTENbHO X04y conraTb Tebe. A He
XoTena obpemeHATb TebA.

Meppwm CxKan Kynaku Tak, 4To 3abonenn KOCTAWKM nanbLues. Bain cnnaHmposan noxuiieHune, HO
OH BCe paBHO 4yBCTBYeT cebA BMHOBATbIM. ITO He NporaeT, Noka KoroTb He OKa)keTca AomMa, B
6e3onacHoCTW. Ero B3rnag CKONb3HYA NO NAANXKY.

— BoT 34eck ero 3abpanu, - ckasan oH. - MNpamo 3geck. A Bugen, kak NoceneHubl NHYAN ero B
KMBOT, a 3aTeM 3aTallMInN B a3POX0[, Ha BEPLUMHE AIOHbI.

ApuA WwarHyna K Hemy 1 B3ana 3a pyku. Ee nanbubl 6b1AM NPOXNALHBIMU U MATKMMM, HO XBATKA
TBEPAOW.

- [ecc He NPUYMHUT eMy Bpeaa, - CKasasa oHa. - EMy Hy»XHo AcHoe Hebo. OH oTaacTt Ham Korta
B 0bMmeH.

MNeppn He mor MOBEpPUTb, UTO eMy NPUXOAUTCA B8bIKYNames nnemaHHUKa. OH NOHAN, YTO 3TO
Mano Yem OT/IMYAETCA OT TOro, YTO emMy NpUAETCA cAenatb, 4YTobbl BepHyTb JIMB Aomoi. Baiin
obmeHANn nx obomx Ha eay. Bce ykasbiBano Ha 10, 4To Meppu Haao natn K Poram. OH HyKpanca B
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ficHom Hebe KaK ans cBoero KnaHa, Tak 1 ana Korta. M emy npuaetcs pacnaaymsatbea ¢ Cobonem 3a
TO, 4TO /1B He noKa3sbiBaeTcAa. MoKeT bbiTb, TOrAa ero cectTpa, HakoHel, BepHeTcA A4OMOW.

— 370 paHblue, YeM A AyMas, - CKasaa OH, - HO A nohay c Tobon. Mbl oTnpaBMmcA Yepes
HECKO/IbKO AHeN 1 byaem HafeaTbCA, YTO K TOMY BPEMEHM NO NepeBasly MOXKHO byaeT NponTu.

- A ecnu Het?

OH noxan naevyamu.

- Ham npuaetca npeogoneTb negHMK. Bo3morXKHO, 3To 3almeT BABOe H60o/blue BPpeMeEHU, HO Mbl
cnpaBumcsa. A MoOry gOCTaBMTb Hac Tyaa.

Apua ynblbHyNacb TOMY, YTO OH cKa3an. OH He 3Han NoYyemy, HO 3TO He MMesio 3HaYeHus. OHa
ynblbanaco.

- Xopowo, - ckazana oHa. OHa o6BMNa ero pykamu, NoNoXKMB ronoBy Ha rpyap. MNeppu ybpan
BOJIOCbI C €€ MJieya M BAOXHY/, NO3BO/IMB CU/IE €€ XapaKTepa YCNOoKouTb ero. OgMH BAOX 33 APYIUM,
€ro rHeB CMEHW/ICA KeNaHNeM.

OH nposen 60bWKNM NanbLEM NO ee NO3BOHOYHMKY. Bce B Hel BbIN0 rpaumo3HbIM U CUIbHBIM.
OHa OoTCTpaHWNaCb U BCTPETUIACh C HUM B3rNAL0M.

— TakK... - OH cobupanca ckasaTb el, YTO MMEHHO Takum 06pPa3oM OHU AO0NXKHbI OblAU
BCTPETUTBLCA HECKONbKO AHel Hasaz B /iecy. BOoT 0 yem OH Ayman BCHO 3MMy — O TOM, Yero emy He
xBaTano. Ho oH He mor M36aBMTbCA OT TOFO, YTO OHA YyBCTBOBA/A, M OT TOrO, KAK OHA CMOTPena Ha
Hero.

- [a, - noaTsepamna oHa. — Tak.

Meppwn HakNOHMACA 1 Nouenosan ee rybbl. OHa NpUXKanacb K HEMy, ee TeN/bl B34,0X KOCHY/CA
€ro LWEeKM, M 3aTeM HMYEro He OCTAI0Ch, KPOME ee PTa, ee KOXKM 1 OLLYLLEHMA ee Tena PAgoM C HUM. Y
HUX He Hbl1o BpemeHu. Jliogn 6biamn nobansoctn. OH eaBa MOr yaep»KaTb 3TM Mbicaun B rosiose. OHa
Hblna BCcem ANa Hero, u OH xoTen 6onbLue.

Ycnblwas npegynpexaatrowmii ceuct PokoTa, OH 3amep, NpuKaBLWKUCL Tybamu K ee wee.

- CKaXkM MHe, 4YTO Tbl 3TOr0 He C/blana.

- Cablwana.

OH cHOBa ycabiWwan curHan PoKoTa, Ha 3TOT pa3 rpomye M HactoiumBee. MNeppu B34POrHYAN U
BbINPAMM/ICA, B3AB ee 3a PyKW. Ee 3anax obBonakmean ero. [ocnegHee, Yero oH xoTen, 3TO NOKUHYTb
ee.

- Mbl caenaem Tebe OTMETUHbBI Nepes yxoaom. M o Tom, YToObl CKPbIBATb YTO-TO MEXAY HaMMU...
Aasai ocTaBMM 3T0. MeHa ybMBaeT, YTo A HE MOTry NPUKOCHYTLCA K Tebe.

Apus ynblbHynacb emy.

- MbI ckopo yxoaum. MoxeT nogoxaem Ao Tex nop?

- Tebe HpaBUTCA BUAETD, KaK s CTpagato?

OHa TMXo paccmennach.

- Obewwato, oxmpaHue Toro cTtout. Tenepb UdU.

OH nouenoBan ee elle pas, 3aTemM O0TOPBaAJICA OT Hee U nobexkan No Necky, C10BHO HEBECOMbIIA.

PoKoT ¢ ycMmeLLKoM Habntogan 3a HUM C AHOHbI.

— 370 6b1N10 NpeKpacHo, Mep. MeHa 37O ToXe ybuBaeT.

Meppu 3acmesnca, WNENHYB ero no rosoBe, Korga npoberan MUmo.

- He Bce npeaHa3HayeHOo 414 TBOUX yLUEN.

OH Hawen Puda Ha Tpone, ocTaHoBMBLIero Measeaa v YunaHa, KOTopbie WAN Ha ero NOUCKM.
lMoKa OHM BO3BpaLLanMCcb B noceneHve, Measeab pPaccKkasbiBaa O CBOMX HEMPUATHOCTAX C ABYMSA
dbepmepamu, Npeem 1 PoysHoM. YnnaH nogaBan menkue »Kanobbl Kaxable AeCATb LWaros, ero ronoc
OblN KaK Bcerga pe3kMm M 3abim. YT1o 6bl Meppu HWM roBOopwA M HW Aenan, 3Toro Bcerga 6bino
He[0CTaToO4YHO AnA YWUaaHa, 04HOro U3 camblix NpefaHHbIX NpuBepXKeHL.eB Banna.

Meppw cnywan BNosyxa, N30 BCEX CUN CTAPAACh CAEPKaTb YAblOKy.
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Yac cnycTa OH cMAen Ha Kpblle CBOEero A0Mma, BNepBble 33 MHOTo AHel oguH. OH onyCcTUA PyKK
Ha KOMEHW M 3aKpblN 1333, HACNAXKAAACh MPOXNAAHbLIM, BAAXKHBIM BO34YXOM, JIaCKAOWMM KOMXKY.
Korpa BeTep cTUX, OH FNy6OKO BAOXHYA M Npocaeann 3a 3anaxamu Apuun. Tenepb oHa bbina B fome, B
KOMHaTe Baina. M3 TpelwmHbl B Kpbile pAAOM C HUM AoHecca cmex. Llectepka urpana B Koctu. OH
cnblwan obblvHoe noawyumaHuve [pytmka M TpuHa. O6a Chblwawmx, OHW MOCTOSAHHO
pa3roBapmBaau, NOCTOAHHO CNOPUAM, CONEPHUYANU M3-3a BCETO.

B noceneHnn To TYT TO TaM MepUann OrOHbKM B namnax. W3 Tpy6 nogHumanca gbim,
CMELLMBAACH C CONIEHbIM BO34YXOM. B Tako No3gHUI Yac HenoAaneky HaxoAMA0Cb BCEFO HECKO/IbKO
yenosek. MNeppu ner Ha cnuHy, Haba[aA, Kak cBeT dPUpa NPOCAYNBAETCA CKBO3b PeKME NPOPEXU B
o6naKax. OH CTan NPUCAYLWIMBATLCA K MOTOKY FO/IOCOB HA NONAHE.

- Y10 Tam ¢ iMxopagKom y pebeHka? - cnpocuna Monnum Koro-To.

- OcnabesaeT, cnasa Heby, - nocnenosan oTBeT. - Ceyac OH cnuT.

- XopoLwuo, NycTb OTAbIXaeT. YTPOM OTBEAY €0 K MOPHD. ITO NPOYUCTUT EMY JIETKUE.

Meppu BAOXHY/, NO3BO/AA OKEAHCKOMY BO34YXY OTKPbITb €ro cobcTBeHHble nerkme. OH BbIpoC
noa, NPMUCMOTPOM MHOIMX, COBCEM Kak pPebeHOK, O KOTOpoOM OHM rosopuau. byayuu autem oH
3abupanca Ha 6anKaliwune KoneHn u 3acbinan. Koraa y Hero 6bina nMxopagKa nam nopes, KOTOPbIN
HY*KHO OblN0 3awmBaTb, Monan BbixaxkuBana ero. MOTOK 6bl1 HEGONbLIMM KIAaHOM, HO OHU TaK¥Ke
6b11m 6oNbLION ceMbei.

Meppu 6bINO MHTEPECHO, rae HaxoAuTca YrosieK, HO OH 3Ha/, YTO TOT BEpPHETCA CaMm, Kak U
cKkasan PokoT. Korga Meppu yBUAUT €ro, OH oTYUTaeT YrosibKa 3a To, YTo TOT cberkas, a MOTOM y3Haer,
YTO CNYYMIOCb Ha KyXHE.

- MNeppu!

OH cen Kak pa3 BoBpems, YToObl NolimaTb CKOMKaHHOe o4eAno, 6poLleHHoe CHU3Y.

- Cnacubo, Monnu.

- He 3Halo, noyemy Tbl Tam, HaBepXy, a OHM B TBOEM TEMJIOM AOME, - CKa3asia OHa U nocnewuna
npoyb.

Ho Monnn 3Hana. B Takom maneHbKOM K/jaHe Oblnio Mano cekpeTtoB. Bce 3Hanu o ero
KowMmapax. 34ecb, HaBepxy, OH MOF NpoBecTM 6eCcCOHHOe BpPeMA, CYUTbIBAA 3amaxu Ha BETPY WU
Habnopan 3a urpoi ceeta B obnakax. Takaa CTpaHHAA BECHa, C TOACTbIM oAeANOM 06/1aKoB Hapg,
ronosoi. Kak 6bl oH HM Boanca ddupa, YacTb ero YyBcTBOBana bbl cebsa nydwe, ecnm 6bl OH Mor
BUAETb ero ceiyac.

BpyK Wwna B HOry C HUM, KOr4a OH Ha paccBeTe MOKUHY/ NOCENOK C IYKOM U KONYaHOM Yepes
naeyo.

- Kyga Hanpasnsewbcs?

- Tyna ke, Kyaa v Tbl, - oTBeTMA oH. OHa b6blna Buaauiei u oAHUM U3 Ny4YLlInX TYYHUKOB B KNaHe,
noatomy Meppu NOpy4Mn e HayumTb Bcex B MOTOKe CTpenaTb U3 NyKa. Ee ypoku npoxoanamn psaom ¢
TeM nosem, rae oH BcTpeyanca ¢ Meagezem.

MNx nporynka 6bin1a HeNoBKOM M TUXo. OH 3aMeTUA, YTO Yy Hee Ha Liee BCe elle BUCUT OANH U3
€ro HaKOHEeYHMKOB, U NOCTapasICcA He AymMaTb O TOM AHe, Korga OH NoAapwi ero e, Uam o TOM, YTO OH
3Haunn ans Hux obomx. OH Bcerga byaetT 6€CNOKOUTBCA O HeM, U 3TO HMKOrAa He MameHuTcs. Ho
MeXay HUMK Bce BbiNo KOHYeHO. OH cKasan e 06 3TOM 3MMOM, KaK MOXKHO MsArye, N Hagenancs, YTo
CKOPO OHa ToXe 3TO NonMmer.

Korga oHW pobpanvce A0 BOCTOYHOrO MOAA, OH OOHapy)Kua, 4TO Cnop y»Ke OAM30K K
3aBeplweHuto. [Ba pepmepa, PoysH u pen, HyKaanmcb B nomowm 6onblue, yem MNeppu mor um
npeaocTaBnTb. MeaBeab CTOAN MeXAY HAMU, MAaCCUBHbIN, HO HEXHbIN, KaK KOTEHOK.

- MocmoTpuTe Ha 3TO, - CKasan PoyaH, monopoit depmep, y KOTOPOro HaKaHyHe HOYb Y
pebeHKa 6bi1 Kap. OH NOAHAN Canor, NOKPbITbIN FPA3bto. - MHe Hy)XHa NoANOPHaA cTeHa. YTo-To, 4To
OCTAaHOBWT NageHue nopogbl ¢ XonMa. M MHe Hy»KHO 6o/blue ApeHarKa.
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Meppwn nepeBen B3rna4 Ha X0/IM B NOlyMUAE OT HUX. IPUPHbIe BYpU CTEPIU HUMKHIOKD €ro Y4acTb
00 nenna. Koraa Hayaancb BeCEHHME A0XKAMW, BOJIHbI FPA3N U MyCOpa NOTEKAN BHMU3 MO CKAOHY. Bca
dopma xonma nsameHunace 6e3 gepeBbes, KOTOPbIE yAePKMBaAAN Bbl 3emAt0.

— 370 NycTAKM, - ckasan pen. OH Bbin Ha uenyto ronosy Huxe MNeppu n Measeas. - NonoBuHa
Mmoen 3eMan nog Boaon. MHe HyHbl ntoan. MHe Hy»KeH bbiKk. U 5 HyKaatocb B HUX 060uMx 6onblue,
yem OH.

Y 'pea 6b110 gobpoe AMUO M MArKMe maHepbl, HO eppu YacTo Yysn B Hem rHeB. Y pesa He
6b1N10 34paBOr0 CMbICNA, OH, Kak M BONbLIMHCTBO Nt0AeN, He Bbll OTMEYEH, HO Npe3upan 3To B cebe.
B mM0s1040CTM OH XOTen CTaTb YaCOBbIM WAM CTPAXKeM, HO 3TKU NOCTbl AO0CTanncb Chblwawmm wm
Buaawmm, 4ybn 4yBCTBA AaBa/M UM ABHOE NpeMmyLLecTBo. Bbibop y pes Obin orpaHMYeH, U OH
ocTanca Ha depme.

Meppun 1 paHblle cabliwan Bce 3To OT pea n PoyaHa, HO emy HYKHbl OblM pecypcbl — NAN,
nowagan, O6bikM pgna Gonee BarKHbix Aen. leppu NpuUKasan CoopyanTb BOKPYr MoceneHus
0b0opoHUTE IbHbIE TPaHLIEN, a PALOM C KyXHel BTOpol Konoael,. Y Hero 6b1aun yKpenaeHbl CTeHbl U KX
CKNagbl C OpYyXUem Toxe yKpenuau. M OH NpuKasan Kaxaomy xutento [loToOKa OT wectu Ao
WEeCTUAECATM NeT HAYYUTbCA XOTA Obl OCHOBAM 06paLLLEHMA C TYKOM M HOXKOM.

B pgesaTHaguaTtb net MNeppu 6bln camwKkom monog ana KposHoro BoxgA. OH 3Han, 4to ero
NMOCYMUTAIOT HEOMNbITHbIM. Jlerkon gobbiyein. OH Obln yBEpPEH, YTO BeCcHOM Ha MoToK HanaayT bpoasuyne
6aHAabl M KNaHbl, NOTepPABLUME CBOM AOMa U3-3a ddupa.

Moka Mpen 1 PoyaH npoaokaan npuumtaTth, Neppu NoTaHYACSA, NOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO MJIOXO CMa/
3TOM Houblo. HeyxKenn pagm 31oro oH ctan KpoBHbIM BoOXKAem? J1asnTb NO MOKPbIM MOASIM, YTOObI
BbIC/YLIMBATb MpenupaTtenscTsa? Henoganeky bpyk gasana manvyiukam [pes, cemun u AeBATU NeT,
YPOK cTpenbbbl 3 nyka. Y1o 66110 ropasao MHTepecHee, YeM BbIC/YLIMBATL 3TO.

OH HuMKorga He xoTen 6bITb KpoBHbIM BOXKAEM. OH HMKOrAa He Ayman O TOM, Kak NPOKOPMUTb
NOYTW YeTbIPecTa YeN0oBeK, KOrAa 3aKaHYMBAOTCA 3MMHME NPMNachl, 40 TOro, KaK NOCTYNUT BECEHHUN
ypoxai. OH 1 npeactaBuTbL cebe He mor, YTo byaeT AaBaTb NpaBo Ha bpak nape crapwe cebs. Unun
CMOTpPETb B r/1a3a maTepu ¢ 60/bHbIM pebeHKOM Ha pyKax, uwywei otseTta. Koraa neyeHne Monnm
He Nnomorano, oHu obpalanmcb K Hemy. OHM BCeraa Wam K Hemy, Koraa YTo-To WO He Tak.

Fonoc MeagenA BbiBen ero U3 3a4yM4nBocCTy.

- Y70 CcKaxkelwb, Meppn?

- Bam o6oum Hy*KHa nomoub. A 370 3Hato. Ho Bam npuaeTcs NoaoxKaathb.

- A dpepmep, Meppun. A ponkeH genatb TO, YTO 3HAO, - CKa3ana PoysH. OH MaxHy/n pyKou B
CTOPOHY bpyK. - MHe He 40 cTpensaHua U3 nyka, Korga NnpuxoamTca UMeTb 4eN0 C STUM.

- Bce paBHO yuuCb, - ckasan MNeppn. — ITo MOXKET cnacTy Tebe *KU3Hb U Aarke 6onblue.

- Balin HMKOrAa He 3acTaBnAN HAc AenaTb 3TO, U Mbl OblNM B NOPSAKE.

Meppwn nokayan ronosoi. OH He MOF NOBEPUTb CBOMM YLUAM.

- Tenepb BCe no-gpyromy, PoysH.

lpei warHyn snepea.

- Cnepytowen 3Mmoi Mbl YMPEM C r0/104Y, €C/IN HE NMOCEEM CEMEHA.

TOH ero rosnoca, yBepeHHbli 1 TpeboBaTenbHbIN, NpoH3uA Meppu.

- BoamoxkHO, crieaytolLeit 3MMOI Hac 34eCh YXKe He byaer.

PoysH 3aapTauunnca, ero 6poBuM COWANCH Ha NePeHOCULLE.

- Fae e mbl bygem? - cnpocun oH, noBbicMB ronoc. OHK ¢ peem nepernaHyamCh.

- Tbl ke He Bcepbe3 cobupaellbca OTBECTU Hac K AcHomy Heby? - cnpocun peit.

- 'Y Hac moxKeT He 6bITb BbIGOpa, - oTBeTUA Meppu. OH BCMOMHWA, Kak ero 6paT npuMKasbiBan Tem
e cambim ntoaam 6e3 BCAKMx Bo3parkeHnn. He ybexaan. Korga Baiin rosopma, oHM NOBUHOBANMUCh.

Mopolwwna Bpyk, BbiTUpasa noT co nba.

- Meppwu, 4TO CAYYNNOCH? - CNPOCUAA OHa.
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OH noHsaA, YTo WMNAeT ceba 3a nepeHoculy. HxKeHne NPoH3nN0 ero nasyxm. OH NOAHAAN rnasa,
N NPOKASITUE COPBasoCh C ero ryb.

Obnaka HaKoHel, pa3ownncb. Bblicoko HaBepxy OH yBuaen ddpup. OH He NAbIN NEHUBLIMM
CBETALMMMUCA NOTOKAaMM, KakK Bblno 06bI4HO B 3TO Bpemsa roga. Bmecto sToro Hag HUM TEKAU TyCTble,
CBEpKalowme U ApKMe peku. B HekoTopbix mecTax Idup M3BMBAACH, KaK 3meu, 06pasya BOPOHKM,
KOTOpble yAapsaan B 3eM0 U BbICBOOOXKAANM OrOHb.

— W 3710 3uMHee Hebo, - ckazan PoyaH, ero ronoc 6bi/1 NONOH CMyLLEHMA.

- Mana, 4To NponcxoAMUT? - CNPOCUN OAMH U3 CbiHOBeM pes.

Meppun NpeKkpacHo NOHMManN, 4To npomncxoguT. OH He MOr OTPULATb TOFO, YTO BUAEN... U OXKOT
Ha Hocy.

- Bo3Bpawartecb gomon! - ckasan oH UM M nocnewun B noceneHue. Kyga yaaput 6ypa? Ha
3anag, Hag mopem? Naun npamo Ha HUX? OH ycAablwan rygoK CUrHaNAbHOrO POMXKKA, a 3aTem U Apyrue
3BYKW, npusbiBaowme depmepoB HaMTn ykpbiTne. OH AonxeH aobpatbcsa A0 pblbaKOB, KOTOPbIX
bygeTt TpyaHee npeaynpeamTb U A0CTaBUTL B be3onacHoe mecTo.

OH Bbl/1IeTEN Yepes INaBHble BOPOTa Ha noAsHy. Jlloan 6pocnanch No Aomam, B NaHMUKe Kpuya
Apyr Ha apyra. OH Brasaenca B X iMua.

MNopbeskan PoKor.

- Yem nomoub?

- Haian Aputo.
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I'maBa 6. APUA

BHe3anHO Hauyancsa A0XA4b, MPUHECWWUI NOpPbIB, KOTOPbIA yaapua ApuiO Kak Xoao4Has
noweynHa. OHa nobexxana obpaTHO B MOCENOK NO Tpone, Mo KOTOpPOK OHa b6ayxKAaana Bce yTpo,
noTepABWNCL B MbicaAX 0 Mupax, KoTopble BHe3anHO 3acbounm u 3actbiin. Ee KANMHKM oTOUBanm
yCnoKameawWwmii putm yaapasacb no beapam, Korga oHa cnewuna no TPOMNUHKe vepes nec. Betep
HencToBo ByLleBan BOKPYr Hee.

Ycabiwae 3BYK rOpHa, OHa pe3Ko OCTaHOBMAacb M nocmoTtpena BeBepX. CKBO3b NPOCBETbl B
[oXAeBblx 0bnakax OHa yBuaena rycroble notokuM dpupa. Yepes HECKONIbKO CEKYHA, OHa yC/blwana
XapPaKTEePHbIN BM3r BOPOHKW - pPaspbiBAlOWMIA, MPOH3UTENbHbLIA PACcKaT, OT KOTOPOro no BeHam
nobexanu mypalwku. bypsa celivac? LUTopma y»Ke J0MKHbI OblNM 3aKOHYUTLCA B 3TOM roay.

OHa cHOBa npwuwaa B ABUXeHue, YCKOpWB LwWwar. Heckonbko mecAuesB Hasag oHu ¢ [eppu
nonanu nog 6ypto. OHa HUKOrAa He 3abygeT NPoO OXOr Ha CBOEM KOXKe, Koraa BOPOHKM yaapwuau
62M3KO, NN KaK ee Teno oueneHeno.

- Pyueek! - nosBan ganekuu ronoc. - Fae oI?

OHa 3amepna, NpUCAYLIMBAACHL K Wymy AoxaA. CHoBa ronoca. Bce Kpnyanu ogHo 1 TO Ke, UX
KPUKM OTYasaHMA pe3anu e cnyx. OHa CXKana OHEeMeBLUIME PYKM B Kynaku. KTo oHa Takas, 4Tobbl
nomoratb? lMOTOK HeHaBMauT ee. Ho TyT pasganca Apyroh ronoc, Ha 3TOT pa3 b6auKe, TakoM
OTYAAHHbIMA M WUCMYraHHbIA, YTO OHA HEBOJIbHO OTMNPABMAACH K HEMYy Jaxe He 3aaymbiBadAcb. OHa
3Hasa, KAaKOBO 3TO WUCKaTb TOro, KTo nponasn. OHWU MOryT He NPUHATbL ee MOMOLb, HO OHa AO0J/IKHA
nonbITaTbCA.

OHa cowna ¢ Tponbl Ha MAOTHYH, CKOJIb3KYHO TPsidb, 3BYKM MPUBENU €€ K AI0XKUHE N0AEN,
ocmatpuBatowmx nec. Ee KoneHn NoAOrHyINCb, KOraa oHa y3Hana bpyk.

- Yto mel 3pecb pgenaewb, Kpot? - [lpomoKwas A0 HUTKM, BpyK Bbirniagena 6onee
0XKecTo4YeHHoOM, Yem 0bblYHO. Ee cBeTable BOMIOCHI CTaN TEMHbIMWU U FNASKUMMU, T1a3a XONO4HbIMMU,
Kak mpamop. - Tbl 3abpana ero, He TaK 1, NOXUTUTENbHULA AeTen?

Apus nokayana rosioBou.

- Het! 3auem mHe 370 genaTb? - Ee B3rnag nepemectuaca Ha NyK 3a naedom bpyk.

Monnun, NoXKnnas XKeHwmHa, KOTopyto Apua BCTPeTMIA Ha KyxHe, Bpocnnack K Hell.

- Tbl Tepsewb Bpema, bpyk. NMpoaonkan nckatb! - OHa NnogoKAana, Nnoka bpyk ynaer, a 3atem
OHa B3A1a ApUIO 32 PYKY M 3aroBOpuUaa TUXO, Ha YXO, MOKa AOXAb KaTMUACA NO €€ NOJIHbIM LLLeKaM. -
MbI Takoro He oxunaanun. HUKTo 13 Hac He oxuaan bypu.

- Kto nponan? - cnpocuna Apus.

- Mot BHYK. EMy nouytu aga roga. Pyyeek.

Apua KuBHyna.

- Al Hangy ero.

OcTanbHble cXxoAuAK € TPOMbl, HAaNpPaBAAAcb B rNybb neca, HO ApuA HYTPOM YyBCTBOBana, YTO
HYXHO MCKaTb nobnam3octn. suraacb meaneHHO, OHa AepKanacb nobamke K Tpone. OHa He 3Bana.
BmecTo 3TOro oHa HanpArna cnayx, 4tobbl pacciblwaTb Maneinne 3BYKM CKBO3b BETEP U AO0XAb.
Bpema wno, He cablWHO 6bINO HUYEro, KPOMeE ee LWaroB U LWyma BOAbl, CTEKAOWeN ¢ xonma. Buar
d¢dupa cTaHOBMINUCL BCE FPpOMYe, B FOJIOBE CTy4ano, rpoxoT bypu ornywan ee. HKyxKKawmn 3ByK
OCTaHOBWA ee.

OHa ABMHYyNacb Ha 3BYK, CKO/b3A BHM3 MO CKAOHY. ApuA npucena nepeq Kyctom. OHa
MeZIeHHO pa3ABuHYAa BETBU U He yBUAENa HUYero, Kpome nctbeB. KoKy Ha 3aTbl/IKe MOKaAbiBano.
Pa3BepHyBLUXCb, OHa BbITALMAA KAMHKU. OHa OKa3anacb HaeaMHe C KayaloLWnmMmnca epeBbAMM.

- Paccnabbesn, - npobopmoTana oHa cebe nog HOC, yoMpan KAMHKM B HOXHbI.

OHa CHOBA yCAbIlWana *yxKxaHue, cnaboe, Ho 6e3owmnboyHoe. OHa 060rHyna KyCcT 1 3ariaHyna
BHYTpb.
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Mapa rnas ycraBunacb Ha Hee Ha PacCTOAHMM MeHee Yem B GyT. ManbumK Kasanca Takum
ManeHbKUM, cnaa Ha KoneHax. OH 3aXKan ywn pykamu M Hanesan Menoguio, NoTepABLLIUCL B CBOEM
cobctBeHHOM Mupe. OHa 3aMeTWIa, YTO Y HEro TaKMe XKe Kpyrible LWeKW, Kak y 6abylwku, v rnasa
useta mega. OHa ornAaHynack. C TOro mecra, rae oHa onycTuaacb Ha KoneHu, Apua ysuaena Tpony,
BEAYLLYIO K NOCeneHunto, He 6bonee yem B ABagLaTH Wwarax. OH He 3abayaunca... oH 6bin B yxKace.

- MpuseT, Pyueek, - ckazana oHa, ynbibanack. - A Apua. [epKy napu, Tol CAblWALLNKI, KaK U A.
MeHne nomoraet 3arnywutb IPup, He TaK n?

OH cmoTpen NpAMO Ha Hee 1 NPOAO/IXKaA HaneBaTh.

— Xopowas necHA. 3To NecHA OXOTHMKA, BEPHO? - CNPOCKAA OHA, XOTA Cpa3y y3Hana Atobumyto
necHto Meppu. OgHa*KAbl OCEHbIO, NOCAe AONTUX YrOBOPOB, OH CNen el 3Ty MecHo, NOKPacHeB OT
CMYyLLEHMUA.

Pyuyeek 3amonyan. Ero HuKHAA ryba 3agpoxkana, Kak byato oH cobupanca 3annakaTtb.

- Mowu ywu Toxe 60nAT, Korga Tak rpoMKo. - Apusa BCMOMHM/IA O CBOEWN LIamnke v nonesna B
CYMKY. - Xoyellb ee HageTb?

Pykn PyyeiKa cxKanucb B nyxable Kynaku. OH measieHHO OTBeN MX OT ywein M KuHyA. OHa
HaTAHY/a LWAMNKy eMy Ha rON0BY M CTAHYA YLWKKM, 3aBA3aB Mx noa nogbopoakom. OHa 6blna CAULWKOM
BE/IMKA A5 HEro, HO MOTMNA 3arNyLWKnTb Wym Bypu.

- Ham Hy»XHO HalTK yKpbITUe, xopowo? A gocTtasnto Tebs 4OMOM B LLeNIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTU.

OHa npoTaHyna pyky, 4Tobbl NOMOYb emy BCTaTb. OH B3A/1 ee, a 3aTeM NpPbIrHY/N B ee 06bATUA,
06xBaTUB ee 3a pebpa Tak NAOTHO, KaK XuneT. Kpenko gep:ka ero ApoKaliee maseHbkoe Teno, Apuma
nocnewwuna, uwa Monam u pgpyrnx BAoNb Tponbl. OHWM HAbPOCMAUCL HAa Hee TOAMOM, MOKpbie U
pasbApEHHbIe.

- He Tporait ero! - npowunnena Bpyk, oTTtacknusasa Pydyelika. Xonog npobexxan no rpyau Apuu, mn
OHa MOoLWaTHYN0Cb, NOTEePAB paBHOBeCUE OT BHE3aNHOro OTCYTCTBMA ero Beca. bpyk copsana c ero
roNI0BbI LWWAMKY W WBbIPHYAA B FPA3b.

- Jepxucb oT Hero nogansblie! - 3akpuyana oHa. - HuUKorga 60/blie He npuKacarca K Hemy.

- Al so3spawjana ero! - 3akpuuana ApuAa, HO BpyK yXKe muyanacb B noceneHuve BMecTe C
Pyuelikom, KoTopbli Havan BonuTb. OcTanbHble nocnegosanun 3a bpyk, HekoTopble 6Hpocanu
obBuHAOWMeE B3rNaabl HA ApUto, Kak ByaTo 3To 6bina ee BMHa, YTO Pyyeek notepanca.

- Kak Tbl Hawna ero MNoceneHKa? - cNpocua KOPEHacTbl My»KUYMHA, KOTOPbIN OCTancAa Ha mecTe.
B ero rnasax menbKHy/n0 nogo3peHue. [1Ba ManbymKa, KOTOpPbIX ApuMA MPUHANA 3a €ro CbiHOBEW,
CTOANWN PAAOM, CCYTYIMBLUNCH U CTy4a 3ybamu.

- OHa Cnblwawasn, M'pein, - ckazana Monnu, noasaaacb pagom c Hel. - A Tenepb nau. OTeeamn
CBOUX pebAT BHYTPb.

Bpocus nocnegHwn B3rnag Ha Apuio, My>KUMHA ywen, NOCNeLWwmnB YKPbITbCA C CbIHOBbAMM.

Apua nogHANa CBOIO LWANKy U CTPAXHYAA rpA3b.

- Bpyk BeAb He Balla poACTBEHHULA?

Monnu nokayana ronosoi, yiblbKka TpoHyna ee ryboil.

- Her.

ApuA cyHyna wanky o6paTtHO B CYMKY.

- XopolLuo.

Korga oHu BmecTe nocnewmnnn obpaTHO B NoceneHne, oHa 3ameTuna, 4to Monanum xpomaer.

— 370 BCe cycTaBbl, - 06bAcHMNA Monnu, nosbiwasa ronoc, YTobbl ObiTb YCAbILLAHHOWN.

MpoH3uTENbHbIE 3BYKM 3UPHBbIX TPYO CTaHOBMAMUCL BCe rpomye. - OHM 6ONAT cunbHee Korpa
XONOAHO U A0XAONBO.

— [laBanTe, BO3bMUTE MEHSA Mo, PYKY, - CKasana Apua. OHa npuHANa Ha cebs BeC MOXKMNOoM
YKEHLWMHbI. BMmecTe oHU BbiCcTpee ABUHYAUCH K MOCENEHMIO.

MpoLwno HeCKONbKO MUHYT, Npexae yem Monam cHoBa 3aroBopuna.

- Cnacmbo Tebe. 3a 10, YTO Hala Pyyeitka.
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- ObpalaiTech. - HecMmoTps Ha To, YTO ee TeN0 OHEMENO A0 KOCTEW, a B ywwax 3BeHeno, Apus
yyBCTBOBAsNa ceba cTpaHHO AOBONLHOMW, MAA PAAOM C Apyrom. MNepsbim cpeaun MNoToka, nocne baoxu.
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I'nasa 7. IEPETPHUH

Meppun octasmn POKoTa M MOmMYanca K raBaHu bbicTpee, Yem Korga-nmbo B YKU3HM, NMOKa He
AOCTUT NpUcTaHu. Tam YunaH u FpuH NnepekpuKMBanunCh 4pyr c ApYyrom, NpmuBA3bIBaA pblbaLKUii ANKK,
NX ofgexaa passeBanacb Ha BeTpy. CyaHO yAapmaocb O Npuyan B HECMOKOMHOM BOAE, U AOCKU NOA,
Horamu lMeppwu 3aTpacauck. Ero cepgue cxkanocb, KOrga oH ysuaen To/bKoO ABe N104KU. BonbWWHCTBO
pbi6aKoB Bce eLle bblnn B Mope.

- Hackonbko 6/1M3K0 ocTanbHble? - 3aopan Meppu.

YWnaH cTpenbHyn B HEro MpavyHbIM B3rNA40M.

- Tol e Bugawmii, passe HeT?

Meppu nobexan Boonb bepera K KAMEHUCTOM NPUCTaHU, KOTOPAA TAHYAACb, CIOBHO OFPOMHaAnA
pyKa, 3awMllatowan raBaHb. OH 3anpbifHYN Ha O06pyWMBLUYOCA TPAHUTHYHO [Nblby, 3aTem
nepenpbIrHyn C OAHONO OFPOMHOrO BasyHa Ha ApPYron. bpbi3rM MOPCKOM BOAbI X/AbIHYAN CKBO3b
Wenn, Hamoums ero Horn. Ha BeplwmHe nNpuyana OH OCTAHOBW/ICA M OrNAAEN OTKPbITbIA OKeaH.
OrpomHble BONHbI HaKaTblBaiM M pas3buBanncb, MNokpbiBaa Bce benbimm Hpbidramu. YrKacHoe
3penuuie, HO OH YBUAEN TO, Ha YTO HageAnca. MATb NOAOK NPUBANKANUCL K FaBaHW, MOKaYMBaACh Ha
BOJIHaX, KaK NonaaBKu.

- Neppwu, cton! - Pud npobupanca yepes BanyHol. FPUH 1 YnnaH cnefoBanm 3a HUM C AJIMHHOM
BEPEBKOW Ha n/ieyax.

- OHK npubnuskatotcal - KpukHyn Meppu. KTo Tam octanca? bpbi3ru pasmbiBanu Bce. [axke
CBOWMM 3peHMEM OH He MOr pa3rnageTb pbibakos, NOKa nepBas NogKa He npubansnnacb, NponabiBas
MUMO npuctaHn. lMNeppu 6pocun B3rnAgL Ha nepenyraHHbiX AOAEN, YbM KU3HM OH MOKAAACA
3aWwmwatb. OHK ewwe He 6binn B 6€30MacHOCTM, HO MOpe BHYTPU raBaHu Obl10 He TaKMM BYPHbIM, Kak
Ha OTKpbiTOM Boge. Korgaa BTOpasa M TpeTbA NOAKM AOCTUIIW raBaHW, OH CHOBA CTa/l AblWAThb.
CTaHOBACb 6/1M}Ke K NOHMMAHUIO TOTO, YTO OH HUKOFO He NoTepsA.

A Korpga B raBaHb BOLWIEN YETBEPTbIN ANMK, B MOPE OCTa/icA TONbKO OAMH. [leppu Kaan,
4yepTbIXasACb, KOrga cTaHeT Ay4ywe BuAHo. OH yBuaen Mey co cBOMM AeAyLWKon, 4To cnaenn baeaHole,
BLLEMUBLUMCb B MaYTy. MexXay HUMu, NpuKas ywm, nputamnacb baoxa.

Meppw cnNpbIrHYA BHU3, NPUBANKAACL K pa3buBatoWMMcA BOTHAM KaK pas B TOT MOMEHT, KOraa
BCMbIWKM BCMbIXHYIM HA TFOPU3OHTE, 3aMOpaXMBad MOMEHT B APKOM cseTe. bypa paspasunace.
BopoHKM naganv B mope, ocTaBnasa baectawme cMHUE NMHUM Ha 3aTeMHeHHOM obnakamu Hebe. OHu
6b11 AaNeKo, HO OH MHCTUHKTMBHO HAMNPATCA U NOCKO/Ib3HY/CA, 3a1€B rO/1IEHb.

- Neppwu, BepHUC! - 3akpuvan Pud. BonHbl BUAKCL O CKanbl BOKPYTr HUX, APOCTHOE HanageHue,
KOTOpOe LU0 CO BCEX CTOPOH.

- He ceitvac! - Meppwu eaBa cnbiwan ceba ns-3a rpoxota npnbos.

Annk Mebl npepBan cBoil Kypc. OH yCcTpeMUACA NPSMO Ha NpucTaHb. OHA 4YTO-TO KPUKHYAa,
NPUKPbLIB POT NaJ0HAMM.

Mosaswuncsa MNpuH, 6anaHcmpya pagom c Meppu.

- OHM notepAanun pynb. OHW He MOTyT ynpasaATb.

Meppu TOYHO 3HaN, YTO NPOU3OMAET, U OCTa/IbHbIE TOXKE.

- MoKnHbTe noaky! - 3aopan nob6ansoctn Yunax. - Youpaiitecno!

CrapuHa Yunn yxKe noctasun Mey Ha Horn. OH B3an ee MU0 B N1aA0HWU, BblAaBas el OT4asHHOE
coobuieHune, kotTopoe MNeppun He MOT yCablWaTb. 3aTeM OH MNOCMELWHO 06HAN ee N NOMOT CNPbLIFHYTb C
Hoca B BO/MHbI. bnoxa npbirHyna scneg 3a He, CTapMHa YUAA NpbIrHyA NOCNeAHUM, BblpaXKeHue ero
nnua 6b110 YANBUTENbHO CIOKOMHbIM.

CeKkyHAbl NpOMesIbKHYAM B O4HO MrHOoBeHMe. BonHa noaxsaTuna AAMK U NoHecna TedeHuem. B
nocneAHU MOMEHT /I0AKA BWU/IbHYNA Ha3aj, TaK YTO KOPMa yAapuiacb O CKalbl BCEro B AECATU
warax oT [leppun. OHa cnoxunacb, PAcKONOAACb, pasneTeBWMUCb Ha Kyckn. OH NOAHAN PYKW,
3aC/IOHAACH OT LLEMOK M OKeaHCKMX BpbI3r.
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OH MOprHyn, npoyunwasa rnasa, U 3ametun My, NAbIBYLLYIO NPAMO K MECUBY CNOMAHHOrO
Aepesa v 6enoi Boapl.

- bpocaitTe BepeBKy, celivac xce! - 3aopan Puo.

Henoganeky Ynnan 6pocmn BepeBKy CO CHOPOBKOM NPUPOXKAEHHOrO pbibaka. be3 BepeBku MBa
CHOBA M CHOBA bObl yaapanacb 0 KaMHu, B36uBasA neHy. C BepeBKOM Yy HUX Obln WaHC BbITAWUTL e B
LLeNI0CTU U COXPaHHOCTH.

- MiBa, xBaTanca 3a BepesKy! - 3asonun Meppwu.

OH Habnoaan, Kak OHa ULWET AeAYLWKY, ee ABUXKEHNA BblIM PE3KMMWU U HEUCTOBLIMMU, 3 3aTEM
yBMAEN yXac B ee rnasax, Koraa oHa 3ametmna CrapuHy Yunna ganbwe. BonHa Hakpbina ee, u
cepaue MNeppun octaHOBUAOCL. MBa BbIHbIPHY/IA, KAWAAA U XxBaTaa pTom Bo3ayX. OHa OTYaAHHO NAblNa
K BEpeBKe M HaKOHeLl, yXBaTM1acb 3a Hee.

Meppy NPUTAHYACA K KaMHAM TaK HM3KO, KaK TO/IbKO OCMenuaca, cobupas cunbl B HOrax,
roToBACb NOAXBATUTDL €e.

Korga nogowna BonHa, YunaH u FpuH HaTAHYAW BepeBKy. MBa cTpenoit meTHynacob K MNeppwu.
OHa TONKHyNa ero, Korga oH noMman ee, u ee nNob6 ygapuaca o ero noabopoaok. bonb nNpoHsmna
pebpa, Koraa oH ynana Ha KamHu. OH 0DOHAN ee Ha MrHoBeHMe, Npexxae Yem Pud BbipBan ee us ero
obbaATMM.

- Ybupaiica ottyga, MeperpuH! - KpUKHYN OH, NogHMMAan By Bbiwe No Npuyany.

Ha atoT pa3 MNeppwu He otBeTu/I. OH HE MOT YITK, MOKa OHU He aocTaHyT CTapuHy Yunna.

Yunan 6pocun euwe oaHy BepeBKy. OHa ynana pagom co CrapuHoi Ymnnom, Ho pbibak
6oponca, NNbIBA HA MeCTe C BbICOKO MOAHATOM roNI0BON.

- Osuraiica, Yunn! Mnabisu! - opan Meppw.

BopoHKM yaapanu tenepb 6amMKe, U BONHbI, KOTOPblE HECKO/IbKO MMUHYT Ha3ag 6bian nATb U
WwecTb $yTOB BbICOTOM, YABOUINCH, NPEBPATUBLUNCE B YyA0BULLHbIE TPOMALANHDI, YTO 0OPYLLIMBANUCH
Ha npuyan.

- lepywka! - Bapyr 3akpmnyana Uea, 6yarto 3Hana. byaTo 3Hana, yto byger ganoblue.

CrapuHa Yuan ucyes nog Boaoun.

Meppwn npeofonen paccTtoaHUe Mexay HUM M YnnaHom B yeTbipe npbiKKa. OH cxBaTuaca 3a
BEPEBKY. 3a ero CNMHOM pasganucb ronoca MpmHa n Puda: - HeT! - Kak TONbKO OH OTTOJIKHY/ICA OT
CKaNbl U HbIPHYAN B BOAY.

TuwuHa nop Bomon notpAcna ero. Meppu ocnabun xBaTKy Ha BepeBKe M OTTONKHYACA OT
npuyana. Ero Hora yaapunacb 060 4TO-TO TBEpAOE.. O AOCKY? O KamMeHb? - KOrga OH CTan
BbIHbIPUBATb. BOAHbI MOAHMMANNCL OrPOMHBIMM, KATAWMMMUCA CTEHamM BOKpyr Hero. OH Buaen
TONbKO BOAY, MOKA BOJIHA He nogHANa ero. Ero »enyaok cxKanca, Korga oH NOAHANCA M OKA3anca Ha
rpebHe, B COCTOAHMM BUAETb KAMHWU, TAe OH TONIbKO YTO CTOAA. MPOLWNO BCEro HECKONbKO CEKYHA, a
OH OKa3ancA AaNneko He TaMm, rae paccymTbIBan.

Meppn nonabin Tyaa, rae B nocneanui pas snaen CtapuHy Yunna. TeyeHune 6bi10 Yya0BULLHO
CUNbHbBIM, OHO TAHYNO ero obpaTHO K npuctaHu. OH 3ameTun asukeHwe B Boge. bnoxa otnabina
ApAO0B Ha ABaguatb. Hemopaneky 6unca Ha mecte CrapuHa Yunn, ero cepebpuctble BOJIOCHI
CMeLINBANMCh CO B3OUTOM MOPCKOM NEHOMA.

Korga Meppu aobpanca go pbibaka, ero Koxka boina npmnspayHo-6enon.

- Oeprucb, Yunn! - Meppu ob6BA3an ero BepeBkon. - Tawm! - KPpUKHYN OH B CTOPOHY bHepera,
pa3maxmsan pyKamu.

MpOLWNO HECKONbKO CEKYHA, MpeXae Yem BOJIOKHA BepeBKM HATAHY/INCb NOA ero pykamu. Ero
NOTAHYNM BNepea, HO C Tpyaom. Ewe oguH pbIBOK, U OH HE MOr OTpULaTb, YTO BMeCTe OHU bHbian
CVILLKOM TAXKenbiMu gna YunaHa. OH 6pocun ewe oguH B3rNA4 Ha NpuYan v yBuAenN, Kak TEMHble
rPaHUTHbIE BasyHbl HA MTHOBEHWE BCMbIXHYM 6enbiMm. IPupHaa bypa npubamnKanacb K HUM.

Meppwn oTtnyctun BepeBKy, U CTapuHa Yunn pesko yaanunca ot Hero. OH nonabin cneaom,
Tpebya 6onblLero oT CBOMX YCTaBLUMX MbiwL,. Mpn KarKAOM pbiBKE Ka3a/a0Cb, YTO OH NOAHMMAET CBOW
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cobcTBeHHbIN Bec. MpnMbAMKaacb K NPUCTAHKU, OH yCabIWan Kpukn Puda n MNpuHa. OH noaTankmean
cebAa. BcmaTpuBanca Bnepes, ckBo3b xelyuime 6pbisrn. OcTaBanoch eLLe HECKO/IbKO APA0B.

BHe3anHo, TeyeHWe NOAXBATUNO €ro C/I0BHO KPHOKOM, U MOTALWMAO Ha3ad, B OTKPbITYIO BOAY.
Tak ke BHe3anHO NMOTOK CMEeHWA HanpaB/ieHWe, U OH YBUAEN, YTO NPUCTaHb BbiCTpO NpubanKkaeTca.
OH NpuKpbIA rON0BY M NOATAHYA HOMU. MNeppu CUABHO yAAPUACA HOraMu, a 3aTem OT/IeTeN B CTOPOHY
W Bpe3anca B CKanbl.

bonb npoH3suna ero. Moscogy. XpyCTHYA NO3BOHOYHUK. CuabHee 3aHbino npasoe nae4vo. OH
NOTAHYNCA He y3HaBaA ceba. Ero nneyo Topyano He B Ty CTOPOHY, BbIBEPHYTOE M3 CyCTaBa.

3T10ro He morno cayumTbca. OH rpeb 340pOBONM PYKOM M Mpocun 6onblue OT HOTM, HO Kaxgoe
ABUXKEHME BbI3bIBaNO OCTPYHO 601b B Naeye. CKBO3b rpoxouyLmii npnbon oH CHOBa yBUAEN NpUYan.
MepgBeab U YunaH Tawmnm sepeBKy co CtapuHoi Yunnom. [porkawme u npomokwune Mea u bnoxa
croann pagom. Pud m MpmH cnpgenn Ha KamHAX, 3Ba/sN ero, rotoBble BbiTaWuTb M3 BoAbl. MNeppwu
OTTONIKHY/ICA CUNIbHEE, HO HOTWU He CYWaAncb. He aABUrannce TaK, Kak oH xoten. OH Kawnsn Bogom m
He MOr OTAbIWATHLCA.

bbin TONbKO oauH Bbixod. OH nepectan rpectm U HbIpHyn noa soay. [eppu cxBaTua csoe
3aMACTbe M 32 MIHOBEHWE MPUHAN pelleHue. 3aTem OH NOTAHYA ero Ha cebs. Nepesn rnasamwu
BCMbIXHYM KpacHble NATHA. Kasanocb, OH pas3pbiBaeT cOOCTBEHHble MblwLbl. bonb B3opBanach B
nieye, HO CyCTaB He BCTa/l HA mecTo. OH oTnycTuAn pyKy. bonblwe He mor npo6oBaTb. bbin yBepeH, 4To
noTepaeT CO3HaHWe, eCn caenaet 3To.

OH OTTONKHYANCA BBEPX, paccekan bypaswyto Bogy, ero ApixaHue cbnnocb. OH CTan BbIHbIPUBaTb
ynopHee, 1Lla NOBepxXHOCTbL. Nua.

Nwa.

BHe3anHO OH NOHAN, YTO He 3HAeT, B KaKy CTOPOHY NAbiTb. CTpax rpo3na HaCTUIHYTb ero, HO
OH 3acTaBua ceba rpecty cnokomHo. MaHMKa o3Havana 6bl KoHel,. HecCKoNbKo A0ATUX CeKYHA, CnycCTs
ero fierkme oT4aaHHo TpeboBasn KMCAOPOA, HO MAaHMKA BCE PABHO NPULLIA, U OH NOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO
ANKO BapaxTaeTca B BOAE, A TeNO BbIXOAWUT U3-M04 KOHTPONS.

OH NOHMMan, YTo He MOMKEeT AblwaTb. YTO emy He yaacTca roTHYTb Bo3ayxa. Kak 6bl OH HuM
60posicA C 3TUM, OH HE MOT YCMOKOUTb cebAa. Bonb B Nerknx u ronose bbina cUbHee, YeM B MNieve.
CunbHee Bcero Ha cBeTe.

OH OTKpbIN POT M BAOXHYA. B3pbiB X0n04a yaapua emy B ropso. B cneaytowiee mrHoBeHue oH
BbITOJIKHYN ero 06paTHO. APKO-KpacHble BCMbILWKN BEPHY/UCL, U €ro rpyab 3abunacb B KOHBY/IbCUAX.
HyXgaAce... oTBepras.

OH onyckanca B XO/OAHYHO BOAy, rAe CTAaHOBUMNOCb BCe Tuwe, TemHee U TemHee. OH
NMOYYBCTBOBAJ/, KaK paccnabuancb ero KOHEYHOCTM, @ 3aTemM HOMLee COXKajieHMe OXBaTW/o ero
CMeHuB 60nb.

Apus. OH TonbKo 4YTO BepHyn ee. OH He xoTen yxoautb. He xoTen npuumnHAatb et 6onb. He
xoten...

YT0-TO Bpe3anocb emy B ropao. Llenb KpoBHoOro BoXxaA... aywmna ero. OH cxBaTUACA 3a Hee, HO
NOTOM MOHAN, YTO KTO-TO HaBepxy TAHEeT ero Beepx. Llenb ocnabna, HO Tenepb OH NOYYBCTBOBAA, KaK
4bA-TO pyKa 06xBaTUNa €ro 3a rpyab, ero KTo-To TaLLuA.

OH BbIHbIPHYN HA MOBEPXHOCTb, U €ro BblIPBasI0 MOPCKOM BOAOM, COTPACAA BCE ero CyL,ecTso.
OH no4yBCTBOBA/, KaK BOKpPYr ero pebep o68A3ann BepeBKy, a NOTOM [PUH 1M YWUAaH NoTawmaun ero K
KaMHSAM, U KTO-TO TOJIKHYA ero c3aan. 3To mor 6biTb ToNbKo Pud.

MepBeab cxBaTWA €ro 3a PyKy U BbIpyrancs, Koraa easa He COCKO/b3HYA B BOAY.

- Mneyvo! - ckpunHyn Meppu ckBO3b 3yHbl.

MeaBeapb Bce noHAn, 06BuN pykoto Neppu 3a NOAC M NOTAWMA 3@ Npeaenbl AOCAraeMoCTH
pasbusatoLmxca BoNH. MNeppn NpoaoKan ABUraTbCA NOC/AE TOro, Kak ero nocagnau. B otyaaHum oH
non3 no npuyany, 4tobbl fo6paTbCcA A0 NecKa. 3aTeM OH OCeN U COTHYNCA OT 60U B XKUBOTE, B NJleYe,
B rop/ie. Ero nerkue owywanmcb ogHUM 60bLLIMM CUHAKOM.
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BoKpyr Hero obpa3oBasca Kpyr, HO OH NPOAO/IXKAN KalATb, NbITAACb BOCCTAHOBUTb AblXaHUeE.
HakoHeL, OH cTep coneHyto BoAy C rnas.

CTtblg cMnbHO yaapun no Hemy. OH fierKan Ha CNMHE, CIOMJ/IEHHbIM Nepes CBOMMMU NOA4bMMU.

[PMH MOKa4yan rosioBOM, CIOBHO HE MOT MOBEPUTb B TO, YTO TONIbKO YTO npousowno. CTapuHa
Yunn crosan, npuxae K cBoemy 60Ky MBy. Mpyab Puda B3gpiManach, Wpam Ha LeKe ropen ApkKo-
KpacHbiMm. HaBepxy ddump 3aBnBancA B MacCMBHbIE, MCTUTE/NIbHbIE KOECa.

- Y Hero pyKa BbIBEPHYTa, - CKaszan Measenb.

- MoTAHM ee BBepx M 3aTtemM Monepek, - cKasan Pud.- MeoneHHO M CNOKOMHO, U He
OCTaHaBAMBAMCA, HECMOTPA HU Ha 4YTo. N nobbicTpee. Ham HY*KHO NONacTb BHYTPb.

Meppwn 3aKkpbia rnasa. OrpoMHbIE PYKM COMKHY/IMCb Ha €ro 3anfAcTbe. 3aTemM OH YCAbIWan Hag
coboit HM3KKI ronoc Meageas.

- Tebe 310 He noHpasuTcs, MNeppw.

Tak u 6bino.

[poxka oT xonoza u HepBoB, [eppn NOAHANCA Ha YepAaK, NPMKUMaa pyKy K 6oky. Henosko,
wuna oT 604K B nneye, OH CTAHYAN Yepes3 rosoBy NPOMOKLIYIO pyballKy M LWBbIPHYA ee Yyepes BCHO
KOMHaTy. OHa npM3emMannacb CO WAEMNKOM Ha KAMWUHHYO NOAKY. OH OTKMHY/ICA Ha CNWHY M caenan
BAOX CBOMMW NOTPEnaHHbIMM Nerkumu, Habnogas 3a Iompom yepes wenb B Kpbiwe. Joxab Kanan
CKBO3b Hee, yAapAAacCb B ero rpyab. CTekasa Ha maTpac nog HUM.

Bcero HecKosbKO MWHYT. EMy HYXXHO 6bln0 NobbITb OAHOMY, NpeXae 4Yem BCTPEeTUTbCA C
KNaHOM.

OH 3akpbin riasa. Nepes HUM npeactan Bainn, npomnsHocAwWwmi peun. Bain, cuaeslumin Bo rnase
CTONa Ha KyxHe, CMOKOMHO Habnwaalowmii 3a Bcem npoucxoaswmm. Ero 6pat HuKorga aaxke He
cnoTbiKancs nepeg, MNotokom. U uyto Tonbko uTo caenan Meppu?

bolno npasuneHo omnpasumsca 3a CmapuHol Yunaom. TaK MOYEMY Ke OH He MOXKeT
YCMOKOUTb AbixaHune? Moyemy emy Xo4eTca yaapuTb YTO-HUOYab?

[Bepb pacnaxHynacb, C TPECKOM YAAPMBLUMCb O KAMEHHYH CTEHY, BNYCTUB XONIOAHbIN NOPbIB
BeTpa.

- Meppwn? - KTO-TO NO3Ban CHU3Y.

Meppu pa3zoyapoBaHHO NOMOPLLMACA. ITO Bbln HE TOT e AUHCTBEHHbIN rON0C, KOTOPbIA OH XOTen
ycabiwatb. Hawen nn ee Pokot?

- He ceituac, Yronek. - lMeppun npucaywancs, He 3akpblnacb An asepb. CeKyHAbl Npoxoannm
6e3pesynbratHo. OH Nnonpobosan eue pas. - Yronek, yxoau.

- A xo4y 06BACHUTL NO NOBOAY TOrO, YTO C/TYYUNOCD.

Meppwu cen. Yronek cToAN BHU3Y, NPOMOKLINI HACKBO3b. B pyKax OH AeprKan yepHyto wanky. OH
BbIFNAAEN PeLmnTeIbHbIM U CNOKOMHbIM.

- Xoyelwb nNoroBopuTb cenyac? - MNMeppu ycnbiwan B cOBCTBEHHOM ronoce cepauTbii TOH oTua.
OH 3Han, 4To JONKEH OCTAHOBUTLCA, HO HE MOT. - Tbl NOABNAELWbCA, Korga Tebe xouetcsa, u yberaew,
Korga 3abnaropaccyantca? Yto ato 6yaeT? Ecnm Tbl ocTaewbca, A byay npusHATeNeH, ecan Tbl He
COXXKellb Hawy eay.

- Al nbITancA nomous...

- Xouyewb nmomous? - [leppu CNpbITHYN C YepAaKka, NPUIAyWUMB NPoKNATUe, Koraa 6onb
nNpoH3una ero pyky. OH nogowen K YronbKy, KOTOPbIA CMOTPEN Ha Hero LUMPOKO PaCKPbITbIMU,
NPOH3UTENbHbIMU rNazamn. OH MaxHy/1 PYKOW B CTOPOHY OTKPbITOM ABepu. - Toraa noyemy Tbl HUYEro
He npeAnpUHUMaeLWb ANA 3mMo207?

YroneK BbIrIAHY HAapY»Ky, NOTOM CHOBA NOCMOTPEN Ha Hero.

- MosTomy Tbl xoueLwb, 4Tobbl A HbIN 3aech? [lymaelb, A CMOTy OCTaHOBUTb dPup?

Meppu BHe3anHO cnoxBatunca. OH nnoxo coobpaxkan. He moHwman, yto oH rosopuT. OH
NMOKayan ronoBow.



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

- HeT. He noatomy.

- 3abyab 06 aTom! - Yronek nonAatTuacA K aBepu. BeHbl Ha ero wee Havyaan CBETUTLCA CUHUM,
Kak dpup. OH NPOHMKAN NOA KOXKY Pa3BETBAAACH, PAaCTEKAACh N0 NOAO0POAKY, LeKam U nby.

Meppwn BMAOEN ero TakKMM ABaxAabl. B TOT AeHb, Korga Yronek obxer emy pyky, U Koraa oOH
onyctowunn naemsa BopoHOB, HO 3TO CHOBA OLWE/IOMUAIO €ro.

- MHe He cnepoBano gosepaTb Tebe! - 3aKkpuyan Yronek.

- Cton, - ckasan Meppu. - MHe He cne[oBasio 3TOro roBOPUTS.

CAnWKOM No34HO. Yrosiek pa3BepHY/ICA M BbIIETEN HAPYKY.
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I'raBa 8. APUA

POKOT OKasanca psagom uyepes HEKOTOpoe BpPemMs Mocse Toro, Kak Apusa npubamusunacb K
nocenenuto ¢ Monnu.

- l ckan TebA Be3ae, - CKaszan oH, bbIcTPo 06HUManA Aputo. - Tbl 3aCTaBUNA MEHA BOTHOBATLCA.

- CorKaneto, KpacaByMK.

- Tebe cnepyet. HeHaBuKy BoIHOBATbCA. - OH noaxsatua Moaam nog cBo60AHYO PYKY, U OHM
BMECTE MOBE/IN ee Ha KYXHIo.

BHyTpM, TONNACL Y CTONOB U BAOAb CTEH, cobpanca KnaH. Monau nowna nposenatb Pyyelika, a
PokoT oTnpasuaca K Measeato. Apus 3ameTtuna MpyTtuka, gonrosssoro Cablwallero, KOTopbin 6bla ¢
Hel B nyTewecTBun ctoaa. OHa CKOJIb3HYNA Ha CKaMeMKy pAgoM C HUM M ornagena ryaawmn 3an.
Ntogn 6bIAN B NaHUKe M3-3a Bypu M pas3roBapuBanu Apyr ¢ APYrom NOMKMMMK ronocamu. Ux nuua
6blN HanpAXKeHbl OT CTpaxa.

OHa He yauBMNacb, yBUAEB Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO CToN0B Bpyk M YunaHa, pbibaka ¢ TEMHbIMY,
beraloWwmMmM rnasamu, KOTopbiit TUxo obo3Ban ee B gome [eppu. OHa ysuaena WMBy, ywTHO
YCTPOMBLLYIOCA MeXKAy poautensimu, pagom co CtapuHoi Yunnom m Bnoxon, M ocTanbHYlO 4acTb
LLlecTepKu, KOTOpPble HUKOrA4A He OTXo4uMAM Aaneko oT Meppu. Koraa ee B3rnag nepexoann ot og4HOro
YyenoBeKa K Apyromy, 4yBCTBO CTpaxa MPOKATUNOCb NO Hel, 3acTaBasA NOKa/bliBaTb Masblbl. Neppu
OHa He yBuaena.

POKOT mogowen v HaknMHyn ogesano e Ha nnedn. OH oToaBMHYA [pyTMKaA B CTOPOHY MU cen
PALOM C HEWN.

- [oe oH? - cnpocuna OHa, CIMLWLKOM B3BO/IHOBAHHAas, YTOObI ObiTb OCTOPOXKHOWN.

- Y cebs poma. MeaBeab CKasan, YTO OH BbIBUXHYN naeyvo. OH B nopagke. - TemHble rnasa
PoKoTa MeTHy/IUCb K Hel. - Ho 3To 6bi1o 61m3Ko.

Y Apun BHyTpu BCe noxonogeno. Ee cnyx yxsatmaca 3a mma leppun, nabiBywee no cCTosiam
BO/IHOM wenoTta. OHa npocesAna WyMm M yXBaTMUIACh 3@ 3/106HbIN ronoc YunaHa, ee rnasa CHoBa Hawam
ero. Bokpyr Hero cobpasnacbk rpynna toaen.

- ... OH MpPbITHYA, KaK nAnoT. Pudy npmwnock ero Bbinasameatb. Ewe 4yTb-4yTb M ono3gan 6bl.

- A cnblwan, oH cnac CtapuHy Ynana, - ckasan KTo-To eLle.

OnaTtb ronoc YunnaHa.

- CtapuHa Yunn He ytoHyn 661! OH 3HaeT mope nydwe ntoboro ns Hac. A cobmpatoch B3ATb €ro ¢
coboit Ha Nnpombicen B cneaytolnii pas. Ceiyac A YyyBcTBOBas bbl cebs nyylue, ecnm 6bl Bnoxa Hocua
3Ty NPOKANATYIO Lenb.

Apus KocHynacb pyku PokoTa. «Tbl CAbllwnWb YnaHa? OH y»KaceH».

POKOT KMBHYA.

- OH NpOCTO XBACTYH. Tbl 4MHCTBEHHASA, KTO AENCTBUTE/IbHO C/IyLLAET ero, NoBepb MHe.

Apua He 6blna yBepeHa B 3ToM. OHa nepenniena pyku, ee Hora nogpbirnana nog cronom. Oba
ouara ropenu, corpesas 3a. [1ax/0 BNaXKHOM WePCTbIo, rPA3bio MU NOTOM 60/bLLIOrO KOMYEecTBa Tes.
Jltoan npuHecnn U3 cBOMUX AOMOB LieHHble Bewur. OHa 3ameTuna Kykny. CteraHoe oaeano. KopsuHsl,
3amMoJ/IHeHHbIe yTBapblo. B ee co3HaHMM BO3HMK 06pa3 BbIpe3aHHOro COKOMA Ha NOAOKOHHMKE B OMe
Meppun. Motom Meppwn, oH Tam 6bin1 0gMH. OHa A0AKHA ObITb C HUM.

CHapy»xu yaapman apupHbie BUXPU, UX AASIEKUIA CKPEXET AOHeccs A0 ee yleN. Jlerkaa Apoxb
npoberkana no nogowsam 6OTUHOK. EN 6bl10 MHTepecHO, nonan nu Yronek nog 6ypto, HO OHa 3Hana,
YTO OH eANHCTBEHHbIN, KTO 6yaeT B 6e3onacHoCTM HaxogAack nog ddupom.

- Mbl NpOCTO AONXKHbI NEepecuaeTb 34eChb? - CMPOCK/Ia OHa.

POKOT npoBen pyKoi No MOKpPbIM BOJIOCaM, OTYErO OHW BCTanM Abl6oMm. OH KUBHY.

- Byps Tak 62113K0, 3TO camoe He3onacHoe MecTo.
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Y MappoHa 6ypu 6blnn He TaKMMK CTPALLHbIMKU. Bce B KpenocTu yxoanamn rnyboKo noz 3emnto B
CTapble WwaxTepckue newepbl Aenbd. Tam y MappoHa 6bii1v HarotoBe npunacol. [Jarke pa3sieyeHus,
TaKuWe Kak My3blKa U Urpbl.

Ewe oAMH HM3KUI CKperKeT NpoKaTuacA No nonosuuam. Apus nogHAna rnasa, yBMAEB KakK
NblNb, NMOAHABLIAACA CO CTPOMWUA, OCbiNanacb Ha CTON nepesn HeWl. B KyxHe Herpomko 3arpemenu
KacTptonu. Henoganeky Mea obHANa bnoxy, ee rnasa 6binM 3aKpbITbl. ApMA NOYTU He C/blWwana, Kak
KTO-TO rOBOPUA.

OHa cHoBa NoTAHyNacb K POKOTY. «Tbl AONMKEH YTO-TO caenaTb. OHM BCe oueneHenmny».

PeB nogHAn 6poBb.

-A?

«[a, Tbl. Neppun 3aeck HeT, a A He mory. A KpoT, nomHMwb? HeT, nogoxau. A wnatoxa-Kpot».

POKOT ycTaBMACA Ha Hee, CNOBHO B3BELUMBAS BapUAHTbI.

- Xopowo. Ho Tbl Moi Ao/KHMK. - OH Nogowen K MapH C TaTyMpoOBKOM Kobpbl Ha wee wm
KWMBHYAN Ha rMTapy, NPUCAOHEHHYIO K CTeHe. - Mory s 0401 KNUTb ee?

Mocne MMMONIETHOTO YANBNEHUA NAPEHb NPOTAHY/T EMY MHCTPYMEHT. POKOT BEPHYCA U cen Ha
CTOJl, NOCTaBMB HOMM Ha ANIMHHYIO CKamMblo. OH Hayan HacTpauBaTb rMTapy, ero rnasa Cy3uaucb B
KOHLLEHTPaLWUK, KOTAa OH pPeryimpoBan HaTaxKeHue cTpyH. OH 6bin NefaHTUYEH, KaK U OHA. Y HUX Bbin
naeanbHbIx ciyx. Jllobas HETOYHOCTb AeNCTBOBaAsA Obl MM Ha HEpPBbI.

- UTaK, - yaoBneTBOpeHHO NPOU3HEC OH. - YTO Mbl noem?

- Y10 3HauuUT Mbl, POKOT? Tbl 3TO Aenaellb.

OH ynbibHyNCA.

- Ho 310 AyaT. - OH cbIrpan BCTyNUTE/IbHblE HOTbI K NecHe ee Ntobumoit rpynnbl « ONPOKUHYTbIE
3eneHble 6YyTbIKMY. 33 3MMY OH HE MOT HaCbITUTbCA MEeCcHeN «APKTUYECKUIA KOTEHOK», bannagon,
KOTopaA [AO0/KHA Oblna OblTb cneTa C/AMWKOM POMAHTMYHO, 4YTO AeNnano TeKcTbl ewe 6onee
CMELUHbIMW, YEM OHMU Y3Ke Bblnn.

Y PokoTa pomaHTu4yecKas 4actb bblna onyweHa. OH HaurpbiBan nepsble puddbl, ero TeMHO-
Kapue rnasa npuctasabHO CMOTPENU Ha Hee, rybbl pacTaHYIMCb B TOHKOM, CO61a3HUTENIbHOM YybIOKe.
OH raymunca, Ho 3Toro 6bI10 MOYTM AOCTAaTOYHO, YTOObI 3acTaBUTb €e MOoKpacHeTb. Tenepb Apua
4yyBCTBOBa/a Ha cebe BceobLliee BHUMaHMeE.

Korga oH nen, ero ronoc 6611 pOBHbIM U MOAHbIM FOMOPA.

- Mpunamn 1 pasamopo3b Moe 3amep3Liee cepaue, Mo MafleHbKUIA apKTUYECKNIA KOTEHOK.

He B cMnax conpoTuBasaTbCA, Apus BCKOYMIA U B3ANa CAeAyoWyo CTPOYKY.

- Hu B Koem cnyyae, Mol ieTu, A nyylle byay 3aMOpPOKeHa.

- Mo3BONb MHE CTaTb TBOMM CHEroBMKOM. OCTaHbCA XUTb B MOEN NelLlepe.

- f nydwWwe oo CMepPTU 3aMepP3HY, YEM KUTb OCTaHYCb A CO 3BEPEM.

ApuAa He morna NoOBEPUTb, YTO OHU MOKT TAKYH YNy NECHI0 N0AAM, KOTOPble MPOMOKAN U
6bln HanyraHbl 40 CMepTU. BOKpyr KOTopbIX 6UAKN 3dMpHbIE BOPOHKM. POKOT NONHOCTLIO NOrpy3nca
B 3TO, €ro pyKu BbibMBanu Becenblit puTMm u3 cTpyH. OHa 3acTaBuia ceba noagparxkaTb ero sHTy3nasmy,
NMoKa OHW nenu.

OHa oxupaana, yto noam MoToka B Nt0OON MOMEHT LUBLIPHYT B HEE KPYMKKU UM BaliMaKu.
BmecTo 3TOro oHa yc/biwana npurayweHHoe ¢bipkaHbe, a 3aTeM Kpaem rnasa 3ameTuna HECKO/bKO
yNbl6OK. Koraa ctann netb XOpom, YTO COMPOBOXKAANOCb MENOANYHBIM MYpP/IbIKAaHbEM, HECKOJIbKO
4YeNoBEK OTKPbLITO 3aCMESNNCb, U OHA, HaKOHeL, paccnabunacb, N03BoNAA cebe HacNaKAATbCA TEM,
4YTO OHa genana xopowo. OyeHb xopowwo. OHa nena BCHO CBOM XM3Hb. HMYTO He Kasanocb el 6bonee
€CTeCTBEHHbIM.

Mocne Toro, Kak POKOT B3A/1 NocaeaHMe HOTbl, HACTYNWAa NOHAA TULMHA, NPEXKAe YEM 3BYKMU
6ypu npocounnuncb 0bpaTtHo, n BONTOBHA 3ana BepHynacb. Apua BraagbiBanacb B NLA BOKPYr Hee,
yNaBaMBan 06pbIBKM pa3roBOpOB..

- Camasn aypauKas necHsa, KOTOPYH A KOraa-nnmbo cabiwan B CBOEM KU3HU.
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- XoTA cmelHan.

- Y10 3a netn?

-  NOHATUA He uMeto, HO KpoT NoeT, KaK aHren.

- fl cAblwan, 4To 3TO OHA Hawa Pyyeika.

- Kak Aymaelb, OHa cnoeT 4To-To ewe?

PoKkoT TonkHyn ee nnevyom. OH nogHAN 6pPOBb.

- Hy n uyto? byaet v oHa neTb cCHOBa?

Apwus BbINpAMMAQ CNUHY WU HANONHUAA Nerkue. OHWU AyManu, YTo «APKTUYECKUIA KOTEHOK» 6bin
4eM-To 0C0H6eHHbIM? OHU eLe HUYEro He CAbILWANMN.

OHa ynblbHynacsb.

- [a. byger.
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I'nasa 9. IEPETPHUH

Bnepsble 3a HECKONbKO MeCALEB HUKTO He 3ameTun leppwu, Korga OH BOWweN B KyxHHo. Bce
rnasa 6binn yctpemneHol Ha Aputo U PokoTa. OH OTCTYNUA B TEHb W MPUCNOHUACA K CTEHE, CTUCHYB
3y6bl OT 6011, NMPOH3UBLLEN PYKY.

POKOT cugen Ha OAHOM M3 CTO/I0OB B LLEHTPE 3ana M wurpan Ha rutape. Pagom ¢ HUM C
paccnabneHHol ynbibKoit Ha rybax u cknoHus ronosy Habok nena Apusa. MpAagu ee YepHbIX BONOC,
paccbinaHHble Ha naeyax, 6bian BAAXKHbIMW.

Meppw He y3HanN 3Ty NEeCHIO, HO OH MOT CKa3aTb, YTO ApuA ¢ POKOTOM nenn ee BMecTe paHblue,
no TOMy, KaK UX rosioca CAMBanucCb B e4uMHOe Lenoe, a MoTOM nepenseTanncb, Kak NTuubl B nonete.
OH He 6bln yauBNeH, yBuAeB, YTO OHM MoOKT BMecTe. B3pocnes, POKOT cTapanca npuaymbiBaTb
3abaBHble necHW, YTobbl paccmewnTb JIne. 3BYKM coeamHuan PoKoTa M Apuio, TaK e KaK 4YyTbe
ob6vegmHAno Yyscteytowmx. Ho Apyras ero 4acTb He MOr/1la CMOTPETb Ha TO, KaK OHW BECENATCA, Cpasy
nocne TOro, Koraa OH Cam YyTb HE YTOHYA.

Pud v puH, cToAwme HanpoTUB, yBUAENU €ro U NOAOLWAM, NPUBNEKaA BHUMaHWe Apuun. Ee
roNoc nNpepsanca, U OHa HeyBepeHHO ynblbHynacb MNeppun. Pykn PoKoTa 3amepnun Hapg rutapom, Ha
Mue NoABMIOCH TPEBOXKHOE BbipaxkeHue. Tenepb Becb 3an 3ametun eppu, 1 N0 NepenosHEeHHbIM
ctonam npobexkana BosHA BO3bOYyKAEHUA.

Ero nynbc yyactuaca, U OH NOYyBCTBOBA, YTO MbINAIOT €ro Weku. OH He COMHEeBasICA, YTO OHU
3HAlOT, 4YTO MPOM3OWNO Ha NpuUCTaHU. ITO 3Hann ece. [eppu 3ameTun pa3ovapoBaHWe WU
H6ecnokoncTBo Ha ux nuuax. MoyyBcTBOBaN 3TO B pasapaxkeHwuu, 3anonHuewem 3an. MoTok Bcerga
CYMTaAN ero onpomeTymBbIM. Ero 3ansbis 3a CTapuHON YUANOM TONBKO YCUANT 3TO.

OH CKpecTun pyku Ha rpyam, 60nb NnpoH3una naeyo.

- He Hy»KHO ocTaHaBnaMBaTbCA. - OH HEHAaBUAEN CBOM XPWUNbIA FONOC, CTaBLWKUIMA TaKMM nocne
KaLuaia v pBOTbl MOPCKOM BoAoN. - Cnoelub ewe?

Apwusa oTBeTUNa cpasy XKe, He CBOAA C HEero rnas.

- [a.

Ha sToT pa3 oHa 3anena necHIo, KOTOPYID OH 3Han — Ty, KOTOPYIO OHa Nesia emy, Koraa OHu
6binM y MappoHa. 310 6bIn0 nocnaHwe OT Hee. HanomuHaHue, 34ecb, cpeay COTeH naen, o
MOMEHTE, KOTOPbIM NPMHAANEXKaAN TONIbKO UM [BOUM.

OH NpUCNOHUACA TONIOBOM K CTeHe. 3aKpbIB r1a3a, OH CAylaa, NOAABAAA XKefaHue NoAoNTH K
Hen. MpunbamnsnTb ee. OH NpeacTaBu/a, Kak OHa CUMAWUT Yy Hero noa H6OKOM, NMPUCNOHMBLLUCL K €ero
nnedvy. Boobpasun, Kak mcyesaet 601b M CTbiA 3@ TO, YTO Ha rNas3ax y KnaHa ero nokasieyeHHoro
Bbl10BMAN U3 MmopA. OH NpeacTasnan cebe, Kak OHM CUAAT HA Kpblle TO/IbKO BABOEM.

HeckonbKko 4yacoB cnycta leppn NOAHANCA CO CBOEro mecrta Ha KyxHe. OH MNOTAHyACA M
noBepHyn naevo, nposepasa ero. CrnoTHyB, OH ybeannca, 4To oHO Bce ewe 6oauT.

YTPEHHUI CONHEYHbIN CBET MPOCAYMBAJICA CKBO3b OTKPbITbIE ABEPU U OKHA, 30/10TbIMU JIy4aM#
3a/1MBaA NPOCTPAHCTBO. JlloaAn nexann noscroay - rpygamn BAONb CTEH, Nog CTO/IaMK, B NPOXOAaX.
TUWMHA Ka3anacb HEBO3MOXHOM AnA Takon 6onbwon Tonnbl. OH B TbICAYHbLIA Pa3 NOCMOTPEN Ha
Apuio. OHa cnana pagom c MiBon. bnoxa ceepHynacb KAybKom meray HUMM.

MpocHynca PoKoT, noTupas rnasa, a 3atem Pud nogHANCA Ha HOTUM PAAOM C HUM, OTKMHYB KOCbl
Haszag. OcTtanbHaAa LecTtepKa 3aweBennMAnchb, YyBCTBYA, YTO OHM HYXHbI lNeppu. MNMpyTUK NOATONKHYA
lP1HA, KOTOPbLIN NPOAOKaAN cnaTb. Xana u XenaeH BCTa/M U OLHOBPEMEHHO NEPEKUHYNAN NYKN
yepes nne4yo octasme OTweneHua, KOTOPbIA BCe elle HaTarmsan canorn. OHM TUXO NPOLWAN MUMO
CNALWEro KAaHa n nocneaosanu 3a Meppw.

Ecnn He cuntaTb Ny, BETOK M pa3bpoCaHHON MO NofsaHe Yyepenuubl, BCe BbIMALEN0 TaK Ke.
Meppwn ornagen xonmbl. OH He yBUAEN HUKAKUX MOXKApOB, HO BO B/NIAXKHOM BO34yXe BUCEN eaKui
3anax Abima. OH 6bin yBepeH, 4To notepan ewe 6onbwe 3emensb. OH TONbKO HAZEANCA, YTO 3TO He
HbINN CENbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHDIE YroAbA MAM NacTbuLLa, YTO JOXKAb caeprKan yuiepb.
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OTweneHew, NpoOTOKaNCcA Bnepes U CMOPLLMA HOC, TNAAA BBEPX.

- MHe 3T0 NPMCHMAOCH NPOLWWION HOYbIO?

3¢dup TeK CNOKOIMHO, ronybbie cnon mexay TOHKMMKU obnakamu. HopmanbHoe BeceHHee Hebo.
Hukakoro ckonneHua ceeTalwmxca 061akoB. HUKaKMX 3aBUXpeHNn dPupa, KPyTALLMXCA HaBEPXY.

— 370 6bIn COH 0 BpyK? - cnpocun MpuH. - NMoTomy 4To Toraa oTBeT Aa. MHe OHa TOXKe CHUANACh.

OTweneHeL, TONKHYA ero B naeYo.

- Ugmot. OHa aesyLwKa MNeppu.

lPWH NOoKayan ronosown.

- Mpoctun, Nep. A He 3Han.

Meppwn npouncTna ropno.

- Bce B nopaake. bonbuwe Her.

- XBaTtuT, Bbl 064, - cKazan Pud, rnaga Ha Ota u MNpuHa. - C Yero Tbl Xoyewb, YTOObI Mbl HaYau,
Meppwn?

Bce 6onblue nogen Bbixoanno U3 KyxHu. Fpeit n YnnaH. Poyan, Monnn n Megsepb. Korga oHu
ornAgenn noceneHne n NOAHANM rnasa K Heby, Meppun 3ameTnn Ha ux nuuax GecnokoicTeo. OHM
Tenepb B 6€30MaCHOCTM MM CKOPO KAET UX HoBas OypA? Bbbino M 3To Hayanom 6eCcKOHeYHbIX
3¢uMpHbIX 6ypb? OH 3HaA, YTO TaKMe BONPOCHI OblIN y BCEX HA YMme.

Meppwn 3acTaBMA MX CHAyasla MNPOUTUCL MO TEPPUTOPUM, OLEHUTb MNOBPEXKAEHMA KPbIL,
NPOBEPUTb CKOT B KOHIOLWHAX, @ 3aTeM OTnpaBuTbcA B nosae. OH nocnan Mey n bnoxy Ha noucku
YronbKa, coxkanea o NpoLwwion Houn. OH Hbl1 cam He CBOM, U eMy HYXKHO Obl10 HAaTK YronbKa, YTobbl
N3BMHUTbLCA. 3aTemM OH Hanpasuaca ¢ POKOTOM Ha ceBepo-3anaj. Yac cnycta OoHW CTOAAU nepes,
TNEOWMM MONIEM.

— ITO0 He cnacTu, - cka3an PoKor.

— 3TO0 TO/NIbKO OXOTHWYbM yroabA. He nydwee, 4To y Hac ecTb.

— KaK muio c TBoel cTopoHsl, MNep.

MNeppwu KNBHYN.

- Cnacubo. A ctapancs.

PoKOT nepesen B3rnag Ha Kpav nons.

- CMOTpM-Ka, BOT Tbl 1 npnoboapunca.

Meppn 3ametnn Puda m ynbibHyncs. Tonbko POKOT MoOr nogHATb HAacTpoOeHMe emMy B Takoe
Bpems.

Pud ponoxumn emy 06 octanbHbix nospexaeHuAx. OHM NOTEPANUN NecHble yroabA Ha tore,
pagom c 061acTAMK, CPOBHEHHbBIMM C 3EMJIEN NOXKapamM, KOTOPble BblN Y HUX 3UMOIA.

- Tenepb 3TO BbIFNAAUT KaK bonbliaA rpyaa nenna, - ckasan Pud. Bce ynbu MoToka 6binn
pa3pylweHbl, @ Boga M3 obomx Kosoaues Ha TeppuTopumn noceneHna bGbiia McnopyeHa wu Tenepb
nmena npmBKyc nenna.

Boicnywas goknag Puda, Meppu yke He mor nsberkatb TOro, 4TO0 NPOM3OLIIO Ha MPUCTAHM.
POKOT BepTen HOX B pyKe, Tak OH 3abaBnanca, Koraa emy CTaHOBWMIOCH CKy4HO. lNeppu 3Han, yto
nepeg HUM emy He4yero CKpblBaTb U MOXHO FOBOPUTb BCE, YTO YyroagHO, HO emy BCe paBHO TPyAHO
6b110 BbIgABUTL U3 cebA cnegytoume coBsa.

- Tbl cnac mHe Xu3Hb, Pud. A TBON AONKHUK...

- Tbl MHE HUYEero He [O/IXKeH, - nepebun Puo. - KnAatea ecTb KNATBA. YTO-TO, YTO Tbl MOT Bbl yiKe
N NOHATb.

PoKkoT ybpan HOXK B HOXHbI Ha noAce.

- O yem BbI?

Pud npourHopuposan ero.

- Tbl noknanca sawmuwats MNMoTok.

Meppu nokavan ronosow. Passe CtapmHa Ynan He 6bln 4acTblo KnaHa?

- UmeHHoO 37O A 1 caenan.
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- HeT. Tbl 4yTb He yrpobwun cebs.

- MHe cnepoBano no3BoNTb €My YTOHYTb?

- [a, - otpesan Pug. - JInbo no3BonTb MHe OTNPABUTLCA 33 HUM.

- Ho Tbl He mor.

- MoTtomy 4TO 37O 6bINO CamoybuitcTeo! MonbiTancAa NOHATb, MNeperpuH. TBOA HU3HbL JOPOXKE
XU3HU cTapuKa. HamHoro gopoxe, 4yem mos. Tbl HEe MOXellb NPOCTO HbIPHYTb, KaK 3TO cAenan Thl.

PoKoT 3acmesncs.

- Tbl coBCEM ero He 3Haelwb, aa?

Pud nosepHyncA, ykasbiBasa Ha HEro nasibuem.

- Tbl fOMXKEeH NOoNbITaTbCA BPAa3yMUTb ero.

- A KAy, Koraa Tbl 3aTKHeLWbCA, - CKasan PoKoT.

Meppun meTHyNCA MeXAy HUMK, OTTanKkmeaa Puda.

- Yiign. - ApocTb B HacTpoeHun Puda mepuana KpacHbIM Ha Kpakw MONAA ero 3peHua. -
Mporynsica. OCTbIHb.

MNeppu cmoTpen emy Bcned,. PAaom ¢ HUM POKOT TUXO Bblpyranca.

Ecaun aTO nponcxoauT mexay ABYMA CaMbiMU NpeaaHHbIMU eMy NI04bMU, HYTO e NPOUCXOANT C
ocCTasibHbIM MNoTOKOM?

Ha obpatHom nytn Meppu 3ameTtmn YronbKa Ha onywke neca. OH, Tepebsa wanky, »Kaan y
Tponol.

POKOT 3aKaTun rnasa, Kak TONIbKO yBuaen ero.

- YBuagmmcea nosxe, MNep. C meHa XBaTUT, - CKasan oH, yberas.

Yronek Tblkaa HOCKOM Tpasy, Korga nogowen MNeppu.

- Al pag, 4TO Thl BEPHYCA, - CKa3an lMeppu.

- PeanbHo? - cnpocun Yronek ¢ ropeysto, He NogHMMasA B3rnAag,

MNeppu He noTpyannca oteeTuTb. OH CKPeCTUA PYKK Ha Fpyan, 3aMeTUB, YTO ero naeyo meHblue
60/11T, Yem yTPOM.

- MHe He cnefoBano Kpuyatb Ha TebA. ITo 60/iblle HE NOBTOPUTCS.

Yronek noxan nnevyamu. Yepes HECKOZIbKO MFHOBEHWIM OH, HaKOHeL, NOAHAN rnasa.

- Teoe nnevo...?

- B nopagke.

- fl He 3Han 0 TOM, YTO CAYYMNIOCh, KOorga npuwen K tebe. JeByoHKa... MBa... pacckasana mHe
cerogHA ytpom. OHa aencTBuTenbHO ncnyranac. 3a ceba u 3a geaywky. U 3a Teba.

- fl ToXke mcnyranca, - ckasan lNeppu. Tenepb 3TO KasanoCb emy NOYTM HeBepoATHbIM. Elle
BYepa OH 6bln Nog BOAOM, B HECKONbKMX CEKYHAAX OT CMEPTU. — ITO Obln HE AyYWMA MOWN AeHb. A
BCE eLle 34eCb, TaK YTO 3TO ObI/IO HE camoe xyaLlee.

Yronek cBepKHyA yabl6KON.

- U To npasaa.

Korpa Yronek, HakoHel, ycnokounca, Meppu pewwnn, 4To HacTaa Noaxo4AWwMM MOMEHT.

- Y710 cnyumnock B KNagoBoin?

- A npocTo nporonogancs.

- Nocpean Houn?

- MHe He HpaBUTCA ecTb BO BpeMA YXKWHA. 1 HUKOro He 3Halo.

- Tol npoBen 3umy ¢ POKOTOM, - yKasan lNeppwu.

- PokoT 3a60TUTCA TONBKO O Tebe n Apuu.

U Jlus, noayman Meppu. Npasaa, POKOT HEMHOTMM NPeAaH, HO 3TO BbINI0 HEPYLLIMMO.

— 3HauuT, Tbl Npobpanca B KNaLoOBYHO.

Yronek KMBHy.

- Tam 6b110 TEMHO 1 TaK TUX0. N BAPYT A yBUAEN 3BEPA C XKENTbIMU rNa3amun. ITO Tak Hanyrano
MEHA, YTO A BbIPOHMUA Namny, KOTOPYIO AEeprKan B pPyKax, U cneaytollee, 4to A ysuaen, 6bin oroHsb,
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pacnonsatowmiica no nony. A nonbiTaaca NOTYWMUTb OrOHb, HO OT 3TOrO CTafI0 TO/MbKO XYXKe, U A
ybexxan.

Meppwn 3acTpan Ha NepBOM YaCTU UCTOPUN.

- Tol yBuaen 3gepa??

- Hy, s Tak nogyman. Ho ato 6bina npocto raynaa cobaka, baoxa. B TeMHOTe OHa NOXOXKa Ha
AeMOHa.

l'y6wbl Meppu AporHyu.

- Tel yBngen bnoxy.

— 37O He CMELLHO, - CKa3an Yronek, Ho OH ToXe 6oposica ¢ ynbIGKOMN.

— 3HauuT, bnoxa, cobaka-aemoH, Hanyrana Tebs, n namna 6blna NPUYNHOM TOro NoXKapa? ITo
He 6blN10 TO... YTO Tbl Aenaewsb ¢ dpupom?

Yronek nokaya/s rosioBou.

- Her.

Meppwn XAan, 4To OH CKaxeT ganbluie. OH xoTen 60/blue y3HaTb 0 cnocobHocTax Yronbka. O
TOM, KTO OH TaKoi. Ho Yronek 3arosopuT, Korga byaer rotos.

- Tol cobMpaelwbca 3aCTaBUTb MEHSA YUTK?

- Hert, - HemeaneHHo otBeTun MNeppu. - A xouy, YTobbl Tbl ObIN 3aeck. Ho ecnn Tbl cobupaellbesa
34,eCb OCTABATbCA, Tbl AO/IXKEH CTaTb YaCTblO 8Ce20 3TOro. Tbl He foMXKeH yberaTb, KOrga 4To-TOo MAeT
He TaK, unu 6paTb egy nocpeam Houun. U Tbl AOMKEH 3aCNYKUTb CBOE MECTO, KaK U BCe OCTa/bHbIe.

- Al He 3Halo KakK, - OTBETUN YronekK.

- Kak uto?

- 3aCNyXUTb CBOE MECTO. Al HUYEro He ymelo.

Meppn BHUMATENbHO MOCMOTPeN Ha Hero. OH Hu4Yezo He ymeeT aenatb? Yronek yxe He B
nepsbI pa3 roBOpU/ HeYTo nogobHoe.

— 3HauuT, Ham elLlle MHOroe nNpeacTouT caenatb. A nonpouwy bpyk npuHecT Tebe NyK U HayaTb
ypoKu. A 3aBTpa A norosopto ¢ Megsegem. Emy HyxHa ntobaa nomoulb. M nocneaHee, Yronek. Koraa
Tbl OyewWwb rotTos, A Xo4y YCAbIWATb BCE, YTO Tbl 3aX04ellb MHE PacCKa3aTb.

Yronek Haxmypuaca.

- Bce, uTO A 3ax04y pacckasaTb NO NoBoAy 4Yero?

- Mo noBoay cebs.
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I'maBa 10. APUA

- Tl xopowo ynpasBasewbca ¢ 60/1bHbIMU, - cCKazana Monnu.

Apua oTopBana B3rnag oT NOBA3KM B CBOEN pyKe.

- Cnacnbo. MacneHKa - XopoLmit NaumeHT.

Kobbina neHMBO MOpPrHyia B OTBET Ha CBOe MMA. BuepalwHasa 6ypa npobyanna B HEN MHCTUHKT
6erctea. MacneHKka B NaHMKe NHyaa CTOMNO0 W NOyYnaa nopes Ha nepesHer Hore. B nomowb Monan
YbU PYKU AepKanun ee, Apua yrKe Npombiaa paHy U HaHecaa aHTUCENTMYECKYIo NacTy, KoTopasa naxnaa
MATOMN.

Apua npogonKmna HamaTblBaTb NOBA3KY Ha HOry MacieHKu.

- Mos mama 6bin1a Bpadom. Uccneposatenem, Boobue-1o. OHa He YacTo paboTana c ntogpbmu. C
NowWwaabmm Tak Boobue... HUKoraa.

Monnu noyecana 6enyto 3se3ay Ha yenke MacneHKM y3n10BaTbIMK, Kak KOPHU, Nanblamu. Apuma
He Morna He aymatb o [pese, roe Takue 60ne3HW, KaK apTpuT, BblAn [ABHLIM-4ABHO BblJEYEHbI
reHeTnyeckn. OHa xoTena, 4tobbl HbINO YTO-TO, YTO OHA MOFNA CAEeNaTb.

- bblna? - cnpocmna Monnu, rnaga BHUS.

- Ja... oHa ymepna naTb mecaues Ha3aa,.

Monnun 3a4yMUmMBO KUBHYNA, MNAAA HA Hee TenabiMW, MPOHUKHOBEHHbIMU [/1a3aMWU TOTO e
L,BeTa, YTO M KalTaHOBbIe BOJIOCbI MacneHKu.

- A Tenepb Tbl 34€Cb, BAANM OT JOMA.

Apwusa ornagenacb 1 ysuaena nosctoay rpasb U conomy. B Bo3ayxe Bucen 3anax HaBo3a. Ee pyku
6blN XONOAHBIMWU M NAxXNM NoWaabio U MATOM. MacneHKka B AecATbIM pa3 noTepaacb HOCOM O ee
BOJ1OCbI. 9TO He MOr/10 6bITb 601ee oTAnYHO OT pesbl.

- 3aecb. Ho 51 6osiblue He 3Hato, rae Mol oM.

- A yTo c TBOUM OTLOM?

- OH 6bin1 Caiblwawmm. - Apusi noxKana naedyamm. — ITO BCE, YTO A 3HAIO.

OHa Xpaana, yto Monnu ckaskeT YTo-HMbyab dbaHTacTMYECKOe, TUMA, § MOYHO 3HAKD, KMo Meoli
omeu, U OH npamo 30ecb, nps4yemcsa 3a amoli cmolikol. OHa NoKa4yana ronaoBOM, YAMBAAACH
cobCcTBEHHOM rnynocTu. MomokeT n 3To? Heyxkenun, HangAa otua, OHa M36aBUTCA OT 3TOrO JIErKOro,
KaK nepblLKa, YyBCcTBa?

- MeyYyanbHoO, YTO y TeHA HET CEMbM Ha CErOAHALLIHEN LepeMoHNnK, - CKazana Monnu.

- CerogHa Beyepom? - cnpocuna Apua, nogHnumasa rnasa. OHa 6blna yameneHa, yuto Meppwm
3an/laHMpPOoBas 3TO cpasy nocne bypwu.

MacneHka pasgpakeHHO GbIpKHYNA, KOraa YUnaH BoLEN B KOHIOLWHIO.

- [nAaHbTe-Ka Ha 310. Monan n KpoT, - ckasan oH, NPUCAOHAACL K CTOMAY. - Buepa Beyepom Tbl
ycTpouna xopoluee npeacrasneHue, NoceneHka.

- Y70 TebE Hago YunaH? - cnpocuna Monnw.

OH nponrHopupoBsan ee, COCPeOTOUNBLLUCE Ha Apun.

- Tbl 3pA NOTPaTMLWb Bpems, OTNPaBAsAACb Ha cesep, MoceneHka. AcHoe Hebo - He 6onee yem
CNyX, PacnpocTpaHAemMblit oTyasBwmMmncs aogbmu. Slydwe nobepern ceba. Cobonb - noanbii
ybntogoK. XuTpolit, Kak anmca. OH HM ¢ Kem He nogenutca AcHbim Hebom, He roBopsa yxKe o KpoTte. OH
HeHasudum KpoTos.

Apwua BcTana.

— OTKyZAa Tbl 3TO 3HAEWb... MO CAYXaM, PACMPOCTPAHAEMbIM OTYAABLUMMMUCA NHOAbMU?

YunaH nogowen nobanxe.

- Boobuwe-to ga. OHM roBopAT, YTO 3TO BOcxoauT K EgmHeHuto. Mpegkm Cobons 6Gbiam
MN36paHHbIMK. Ux no3Banu B oguH u3 Mogynen, Ho 06MaHyAKn, OCTaBUB CHAPYKW.

B wkone Apua msyyana ncroputo EanHeHuna, nepmoa nocne MacCMBHOW CONHEYHOM BCMbIWKK,
KOoTopaA pasbena 3alWuTHY MmarHuTochepy 3emnum, pacnpoctpaHaa Iddup no Bcemy mMupy.
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PaspyweHunsa B nepsble rogbl 6binn KaTtacTpoduueckumu. MonApHOCTbL 3emMan MeHAnacb pas 3a
pasom. Mup 6bin nornoweH orHem. HasogHeHuamu. Maccosbimu Hbecnopsagkamu. 3abonesaHnamu.
MpaBuTeNbCTBA MOCMEWMAM nocTpouTb Mopayamn, Korga ycuamamcb 3¢upHble 6ypu, HaHocA
MOCTOAHHbIE yAapbl. MHAA - TaK y4YeHble Ha3Ba/M MHOMMAHETHYO aTmocdepy, Koraa OHa Bhnepsble
noABMNACb, MOTOMY YTO OHa He MOAAABanNacb HayYHOMY OODBACHEHUIO - 3N1EKTPOMArHUTHOe none
6bI10 HEM3BECTHOrO XMMMYECKOr0O COCTaBa, KOTOpoe Beno ceba 1 BbIrALENO0 KaK BOAA, U MOPaXKano
HEBUOAHHOW paHee cuoN. TEPMUH 3BONIIOLMOHNPOBAN B I¢up, CNOBO, 3aMMCTBOBAHHOE Y APEBHUX
¢dunnocodos, KOTOpble rOBOPUAN O NOAOOHOM 31eMeHTe.

Apusa Buaena Kagpbl ynbibatowmxca cemeld, nporyamsatowmxca no Moaynam, tuna pesbl,
BOCXMLLAACL CBOMMM HOBbIMM AoMamu. OHa BUAENA UX BOCTOP)KEHHbIE BbIPAXKEHMA HA NLAX, Koraa
OHM Bnepsble Hagenn CmapTeusopbl U noceTuan Mupsbl. Ho oHa HUKOrga He BUAEeNa 3anucK Toro, 4To
NPOM30LW/I0 CHapY*KW. Ele HECKONIbKO MecALeB Ha3az dPup 6ol ANA Hee YEM-TO APYTUM, TaKUM XKe
YyXKAbIM, KaK MUP 3a CTeHamu 6e3onacHocTu Mpesbl.

- Tbl Xo4YelWwb cKaszaTb, yTo Cob60sb HeHaBNANUT lNoceneHueB M3-3a TOro, YTO C/Y4MIOCh TPUCTA
NeT Has3ag? — cnpocunia oHa. - Bce He nomectununcb 6ol B Moaynu. Jlotepesa 6bina eANHCTBEHHbIM
cnocobom caenaTb BCE YECTHO.

YnnaH ¢blpKHYA.

— 3710 6bI10 HEcNpaBeanBo. Jlloan ocTanucb Ha normbenb, KpoT. Tbl A4ENCTBUTENBHO BEPULLb
B CNPaBeaIMBOCTb, KOFA4a PYLUNTCA MUP?

Apua konebanacb. OHa y)Ke A0CTAaTOMHO pa3 BMAENA, KaK Yy NtoAer NPOoABAAETCA MHCTUHKT
CaMOCOXPaHEHUA U caMa ero 4yBcTBoBana. Cuay, YTO TO/IKHyNA ee Ha yOUIACTBO, O YeM OHa HUKOrAa
6bl He nogymana, YTo cMmoxKeT caenatb. OHa BCMOMHMAQ, Kak [ecc Bbibpocun ee u3 Moayna Ha
nornbenb, 3awmuian CopeHa, csoero cbiHa. OHa morna cebe npeactaBuTb, YTo B Nepuog EamHeHua
CcnpaBea/MBOCTb He Mmena bbl 60bWoro 3HavyeHus. To, YTO NPOU30LWIO, BbIIO Hecrpasedauso, HO
OHa Bce elle Bepwuia B Hee. CunTas, 4To 3a CNpaBea/IMBOCTb CTOMT 60pOTbCA.

- Tol npuwen coga, 4Tobbl 6bITb 32aHO30M B 3a4HULE, YUIaH? - cnpocuaa Monnu.

YnnaH o06aun3HyncA.

- f npocTo NbITanca npeaynpeantb KpoTa...

- Cnacubo, - nepebuna ero Apus. - A nocrapatocb He cnpawmsate Cobona o ero npa-npa-
npanpageaylwke n npa-npa-npanpababyLuke.

OH ywen c canbHOW, KpuMBOW ynblbKON. Monnu cHoBa npuHANAcb 4YecaTb bGenyto 3Be3ny
KObblbl.

- MacneHKa mHe HpasuTtca. Kak Tebe?

Baunxke K Beuepy Apua otnpasuaack B Aom lNeppw, Kenas nobbiTb HECKONIbKO MUHYT HaeaWnHe
nepeg LlepemoHuelr HaHeceHna OTmeTnH. KomHaTa Baina, rge oHa npoBesia CBOK MEPBYHO HOYb,
6bl1a HAMHOrO onNpATHEe, Yem OCTa/IbHaA YacTb AOMa. B M3HOXKbe KPOBATH /iIeXKano KpacHoe oaenAno,
TaM Ke CTOANM KOMog W WwKad, Ho b6onbwe Huyero. OHa HMKOrga He Buaena bparta MNeppwu, HO
4yBCTBOBasA €ro NPUCYTCTBME B KOMHaTe. HanpAaeHHOCTb, KOTOPOW, KaK er Ka3anocb, oH obnagan,
3aCTaBWNa ee NOYYyBCTBOBATbL cebA HENOBKO.

OHa 3abpana cokona lNeppu ¢ NOAOKOHHMKA B APYro KOMHATe M NOCTaBMAa ero Ha TYMOOUKYy,
ynbibascb npoctomy pewleHuto. lMotom nepeogenack B 6enyto MaiiKy ¢ TOHKMMKU BpeTenbKkamu, cena
Ha Kpal KpoBaTM W MNOCMOTPena Ha pPyKu. B Kakom-To cmbicne nonyvyeHne OTmeTuH byaet
BOCMPUHUMATLCA KaK MPUHATHKE... 0PUyUanbHOe MPUHAMUE... ee Kak MocTtopoHHel. Kak Chabiwalei.
Kak pgoub cBoero oTua. Heyxenu oH pasbun cepaue ee matepu? Unm OHM pasownncb No Apyrown
npuynHe? Y3HaeT M oHa Korga-Hubyap oTBeT?

CHapy¥u Ha nonsHe cobpanucb noaun. WX OXUBAEHHble ros0ca AOHOCWUIUCL Yepe3 OKHO.
BapabaH otbusan rnybokuin putm cepauebmerma. OHa nposena B nocesneHumn MOTOKa yXKe ABE HOUM.
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[na Havana oHa obecneynna KNaH UCTOYHMKOM cnneTeH. MpoLwnoi HOoYblO OHA pa3BfeKana ux. Yto
NPUHECET CEroAHALIHUNA Beyep?

Apusa obHapyuna csoi CMapTBM30p B CYMKE M MONOXWAA ero Ha NafoHb. XoTena 6bl oHa
MCNoNb30BaTb ero, 4YTobbl cBA3aTbCA C Apy3bAMU. YTo Kaneb nogyman 6ol 0 Hel, NOAy4yMB OHA
OTMeTUHbI?

BxoaHaA ABepb OTKPbIIACh U C TPOXOTOM 3ax/10NHyAacb. ApmaA 3acyHyna CMapTBusop o6paTHO B
CYMKY W BCTajla C KpPOBaTW, NPUCAYLWMBAACL K CKpMMy MONOBWUL, KOrga KTo-TO Bowen. B asepsx
noasunca MNeppwu, ero 3eneHble rnasa H6blM NONAHLI PELIMMOCTU U cepbe3HOCTU. OHU CTOANN, TNAAA
ApYr Ha Apyra, Bblpa*keHne ero Mua CMArYnaoCh, ee nyJsbe y4acTuacs.

Meppu nepeBen B3rNAA4 Ha CTaTysTKy Ha TymbouyKe, 06paTMB BHMMaHWe Ha Hebosblime
M3MEeHeHMA B KOMHaTe.

- l noctasnto ero o6paTHO, - CKasana oHa.

OH BoLen BHYTPb M NOAHAN €rO.

- Het. OcTtasb. OH TBOW.

- Cnacubo. - Apua nocmoTpena yepes ABepb N0O3a4M HeEro, BeAyllylo B Apyryto KomHaty. OHa
CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJIa CTPAHHYIO U TPEBOMKALLYIO AUCTAHLUIO MEXAY HUMWU — CTEKAAHHYIO CTEHY,
pa3aenAroLLYH0 UX Ha Cy4Yal, ecnum KTO-TO BOMAET B AOM.

OH NOCTaBM/1 COKOMA U KUBHY HA €€ CYMKY.

- A gyman, mbl yaem 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe.

- Tol yBepeH, 4To Tebe cnegyeT yxoguTs? Mimeto B BUAY, Nocae Toro, Y4To CAy4Ymaoch?

- [Ja, yBepeH, - oTBeTUAN OH pe3Ko. [eppun nomopwmnca. NMotom megsieHHO BbIAOXHYN U MPoOBen
pyKoM no aunuy. - Mpoctn. Pud 6bin... HesarkHo. N3BMHW.

TeHn Nog rnasamm Kasanmcb TEMHEE, a LUMPOKUE NAeYM YCTaN0 NOHUKAMN.

- Tol BOOGLLE CNan? - cnpocuia oHa.

- HeT... He mory.

- YTO 3HAUUT Tbl HE MOXKELWb?

- Hy. - Ero ynbibka 6b1na cnaboii u Hesecenom. -  umeto B BUAY, YTO HE MOTY.

- Kak gaBHO? - cnpocuna oHa.

- Koraa s cnan Bcto Houb? - OH pacnpasua naedu. - Co BpemeH Baina.

OHa He morna B 370 noBepuTb. OH MecALaMKn He cnai HOPMabHO?

- ApusA, 3Ta KOMHaTa... — lMeppu pe3ko 3amonyan. OH NOBEPHY/CA M 3aKpbla 3a cobol aBepb.
3aTem OH MPUCNOHWUACA K Hel, 3aCyHyB 6onbliMe Nanblpbl HA NOAC, U Habaogan 3a Apuei, oxXungas,
4TO OHa byaeT BO3parkaTb.

OHa pomkHa 6blna. OHa cablwana obpbiBKM cnieTeH Becb AeHb. bypa U TO, 4TO YyTb He
cnyumnock ¢ Meppu, BbIBUAK N3 Konen MoToK. OHa He xoTena Huyero fobasnatb. OHa NpeacTasuna,
Kak YunaH unu bpykK Ha3blBatoT ee wtoxoi-Kpotom, cobnasHusLiein nx KposHoro Boxada. Ho ceitvac
et 6blno Bce paBHO. OHa NpocTo XoTena 6bITb C HUM.

- 9Ta KOMHaTa? - NOBTOPMIA OHA, NOACKAa3bIBasA eMY.

OH paccnabunca, NPUCNOHMBLUUCL K ABEPU, HO ero rnasa Hoiv NOAHbI PEMMOCTHM, CBEPKAA,
KaK uenb Ha wee. 3a OKHOM OMyCKanacb HOYb, WU CKBO3b MOJIYOTKPbITble CTAaBHW NpOCaYMBaNCA
TYCKAbI ronyboii ceerT.

- MpuHagnexana moemy OTLY, - CKa3aa OH, NPOAONXKAA C TOro MecTa, rae ocTaHoBuUACA. - HO OH
MOYTM HUKOrAa He 6biBan 3aecb. OH yxoaAua A0 paccBeTa M NPOBOAMA AeHb B NOAAX WU B FaBaHM.
NHorpa, Korpa yaaBanocb, OH OTNPABAAACA HA OXOTy. EMy HpaBunock 6biTb B ABUKEHUU. I Aymato B
3TOM Mbl MOXOXM.

- 33 yXXMHOM OH obuwanca ¢ knaHom. OH Bcerga CTapanca yaenaTb KaxgoMy OAWMHAKOBOe
BpemA. MHe HpPaBWAOCb, YTO OH 3TO Aenan.... 9To 6bi1o To, YTo Ban HMKorga He genan. MNotom OH
BO3BpaALWA/NCA AOMOM C Hamu, U OH b6onbwe He 6bin [AkopaaHom KposHbiM Boxaem. OH
npuHagnexKan Ham. OH Caywan Hac, YMTan Ham, a Mbl 6opoanck U urpanu. - Ero rybol M3orHyamnch B
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KpMBOM yAblbKe. - OH Obln OrpoMeH. BbICOKMIA, KaK £, HO CWU/IbHbIN, KaK OblK. [a)ke mbl BTpOem
HUKOraa He moran nobeauTb ero. - Ero ynbibka noracna. - Ho 6b11M U gpyrne BpemeHa... Korga oH
npuxoann croaa ¢ 6yTbINKON. - OH HAaKNOHWA FoNoBY. - Thbl yXKe 3Haelb 06 3TOM Koe-4To.

Apua kuBHyna. OHa egBa morna gblwatb. OTew Meppy 06BUHMA €ro B CMEPTU MaTepu BO Bpems
poaos. MNeppun roBopun ¢ Het 06 3TOM TO/IbKO OAMH Pas CO C/Ie3aMM Ha rnasax. Tenepb OHa CTosNa B
TOM CaMOM ZIOMe, rae ero 61Mnm 3a To, YTO NPOU3OLLJIO He MO ero BUHE.

- B TakMe HoYM OH 06bIYHO KpMYan B TeyeHWe NepBoro Yaca. Janblue CTaHOBU/IOCH ELLe XYXKe.
Baitn npaTtancs Ha yepgake. Jius 3abupanacb nog cton. A Tepnen. Tak Bce n wno. Bce 3Hanu, Ho
HUKTO HU4Yero He aenan. Korga A 6bin cnomneH u nocuHen ot noboes, OHU NPUHAAM 3TO. A Bbia Ha
Bce cornaceH. A rosopun cebe, 4To Apyroro Bbixoaa HeT. OH Ham HyXeH Kak KpoBHbI BoXAb. U oH
6blN HaWMM egUMHCTBEHHbIM poguTenem. bes Hero y Hac 6bl HMYEro He 6bino.

OHa CNMLWKOM XOPOLIO 3Ha/a, KakoBO 3T0. Kaxkaplt AeHb nocae cmepTn maTepu oHa 6oponach
C MbIC/IbLO, YTO Y HEE HMYErO HeT.

Meppu NoKayan ronoBow.

- BO3MOXXHO, 3TO HEe MMeeT CMbICNa, HO A ollylWwato ceba Tak *Ke, Kak BedeT ceba ddup. Mbl
CYMTAEM, YTO HAaM HY}KHA 3Ta... 3Ta 3eM/A. ITOT AOM. ITa KOMHATA... HO 3TO He NpaBuNbHbLIA 06pas
¥UM3HU. MpoLWwNoN HOYbK Mbl NOTEPAIN aKPbl 3€M/IN U3-33 NOXKAPOB, M YENOBEK, KOTOPOrO A 3HA/ BCHO
CBOIO XM3Hb, YyTb He ymep. U a noutn Toxe.

OHa 6bICTPO COKpaTUNA PACCTOAHME MENXKAY HUMM U B3ANa €ro 3a PyKMu, CKaB TaK KPenko, Kak
TONbKO MOrna. TaK e Kpenko, Kak ecan bbl oHa H6bina Ha npucTaHn. OH MeaIeHHO BblAOXHYA, TNA4A
el B I/1a3a, ero xBaTKa bbln1a TaKol e CUNbHOM, KaK 1 Y Hee.

- Mbl npourpbiBaem 1 NpourpbiBaem, HO Mbl BCe ele 34ecb. [ApoXKnum Ha mecte, 60AcCb YTO-TO
caenatb. Al ycTan 4OBONBLCTBOBATLCA 3TUM, MOTOMY YTO HE 3HAID, CYLLECTBYET JIN YTO-TO Ay4ywee. A OHO
AO0/MKHO ObITb. Kakol cMmbicn B NPOTUBHOM clydae? Tenepb A MOry YTO-TO cAenatb. M A 3To caenato.

OH MOPrHy/, HaMNPAXEHHOCTb B €ro rnasax ucyessa, Korga OH BepHy/scA B HactoAwee. OH
paccmesncs Hag coboir.

— Y70-TO A pasrosopwuca. B ntobom cnyyae... - OH nogHAN 6pPOBb. - Tbl YTO-TO NPUTUXAA.

OHa obHAna ero 3a nosc.

- MoTomMy 4TO HeT cnoB., YTObbl ONNCATb, HACKO/IbKO 3TO ObIIO NPEKpPACHO.

Meppn nputaHyn ee 6auKe, 0bHUMas ee. OHM NpuXKanUcb APYr K Apyry, ero rpyab 6bina
TBEPAON N Tennon. Yepes MrHOBEHWE OH HAKNOHWUCA K ee yXy MU NPOoLLenTan:

- A monopeuy?

3T0 6bIN10 CNOBO U3 €€ MUPA, U OHA MOT/1a CKa3aTb, YTO OH yAblbanca.

- Ewe kakomn. OyeHsb paxe monogel. - OHa OTCTpaHMAacb M NOCMOTPENa eMy B r/1a3a. Kak bbl oH
HM 6bln 3aMKHYT B cebe, OH TaK ryboKko 3abotmaca o gpyrux. OH 6bin cunoi. OH 6bin xopouwl. - Thl
MEHA ygMBaaeLb.

- YK He 3Hato noyemy. Tbl nNbiTaewbcA BepHyTb Korta. M Tbl nomoraelws CBOMM A0AAM. ITO
HMYEM He OT/INYAETCA OT TOro, YTO AEeNato A.

- PasHunua ectb. lecc, OH...

Meppn NoKayan ronoBoM.

- Tol 6bl Aenana To e camoe, gaxe ecan bbl oH Teba He wWaHTaxKMpoBasa. MoXKeT, Tbl U He
yBepeHa B 3TOM, HO A yBepeH. — OH npoBen nanbLamu Nno ee weke U NPUrnagun Boaocol. - Mel
To60I Noxoxu, Apus.

— 370 Nyyllee, YTO MHe Koraa-nnmbo rosopuau.

OH ynblBGHYNCA, HAKNOHUACA U HEXXHO nouenoBan ee. OHa 3HaNa, YTo AOJIKHA OTCTYNUTbL. ITO
6blN10 PUCKOBAHHO, HO CEMYAC ee He BOIHOBANO HMYero, Kpome Hero. OHa 06BMIa pyKaMu ero et u
NPUOTKPbINA rybbl, Npobya ero Ha BKyC. HEXXHOCTb MOXKET NOA0XKAATb A0 APYroro pasa.

Meppwn Ha MrHOBEHME 3amep, MOTOM NPUTAHYAN ee K cebe, N OHWU C TPOXOTOM BP€e3a/sinCb B ABEPb.
OH onycTmnAaca, NopaBHABLUMCH C HEN, LenyA ee C BHE3ANHOM HAaCTOMYMBOCTbO. C roso4om, KOTopomy
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Ta cooTBeTCTBOBaNa. Ero rybbl CKONb3HYAW MO ee wWee, NOTOM K yxy, U1 mup ucyes. OHa axHyna u
BLENUAach NasbLamum B €ro NaeYn, NpuUTArnBan ero 6ame...

lneyo.

OHa BCNOMHMAA, U pacciabuna pyku.

- Kakoe nnevo, Neppn?

YnblbKa pacnonsnacb no ero rybam.

- CeMyac A NOHATUA He UMELD.

Ero rnasa 6b1a1 NOHbI XKENAHUA, HO OHA YBMAENA Koe-4To ewe. bieck, KOTopbIi BbI3BaN y Hee
NnoA03peEHUA.

- Y10? - cnpocuna oHa.

Ero pyku onyctuance Ha ee begpa.

- Tbl HEBepOATHa.

- Tol He 06 3TOM Aymaelb.

- MmeHHO 06 atom. Al Bcerga 06 sTom gymato. - OH HaK/IOHWUACA, HAKPYTUA NPAAb ee BONOC Ha
naney, WU nouenoBan HWXKHIOK ryby. - HO MHe TakXe WHTepecHo, 4YTo Tbl Aeflana CerogHA ¢
MacneHKoM.

Apua paccmesanacb. 31o 6bin10 3a6aBHO. OT Hee Nax/10 fIoWwaapto.

- Tol Korga-HmMbyab YTO-HMBYAb yNyCcKaewb?

Meppu ynbibHyACA.

- Tebn, Bce Bpems.
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I'nasa 11. IEPEI'PUH

MNeppu nposen nes3Bnmem No Na[0HU, pacceKkana Koxy. CxKaB NIafloHb B Ky/NaK Haf, MaJieHbKUM
MeHbIM FOPLOYKOM Ha CTO/1e, OH KaMHYA B HEFO HECKO/IbKO Kanesb KPOBMU.

- Knanacb kpoBbto Boxkaa MoToKa, A npusHato Teba Cabiwallel 1 rapaHTMpyto, 4To Tbl bygewb
oTMeYeHa.

Meppu He y3HaN HU 3BYKa COBCTBEHHOTO roN0Ca, TAKOTO YBEPEHHOTO M 0DULLIMANBHOIO, HW CNOB,
NPOU3HOCMMbIX UM, KOTOpble BCeraa npuHagnexanu Banny wam otuy. OH nogHAN rnasa v ornagen
nepenosiHeHHbIN 3a1. Bonpeku coseTy Puda oH npurKasan, 4Tobbl NpUCYyTCTBOBANN BCe HeEOBXOAUMbIE
aTpubyTbl LlepeMoHnn HaHeceHna OTMETWMH. bnaroBOHWA Ha KaX4oM CTONe OTNPaBAAIM B BO34YX
apOMaTHbIM KeapoBbIn AbiM, NpeacTaBnaa YyscTBytowmx. Pakenbl U CBEYM OCBELLANIN KYXHIO B YeCTb
Bugawmx. B ganbHem KoHue 3ana H6apabaHwimkn otbrBanu poBHbIM pUTM B YecTb Cablwalmx. B
OT/IMYME OT BYEPALUHErO X0/1043, CbIPOCTU U CTPaxa, CEroAHA 3an Obla HAaMOMHEH YIOTOM TPAAULMMN.
OH 6b1n NpaB, 4To caenan Tak. MOTOK HYXKAANCA B 3TOM TaK »Ke, KaK U OH 1 Apwma.

ApuA cToANa BCEro B HECKONbKKUX LWarax oT Hero. OHa 3aK0101a CBePXY CBOU YepHble BOJIOChHI, U
ee wenA Bbirnagena TOHKOM M mnsawHon. Ee wekn nopososenn, u MNeppu He Hbin yBEepeH, TO K 3TO
66110 OT HEPBOB, TO /1M OT YKapbl B 3ane.

Heyxenn oHa cuutaet 3TOT puTyan AUKUM? HyKHbl an e OTMEeTMHbI, AW OHW MNPOCTO
Heobxogumbl, 4TObbl BbIACHUTL MecTononoxeHue fAcHoro Heba? Y Hero He 6bINO BO3MOMXKHOCTM
CNPOCUTb paHblue, a Tenepb 6bINO CAUMWKOM No3gHO. OH He MOr MOHATb, YTO OHa 4yscTeyeT. C
Kegpom, AbIMOM M COTHAMM Ntogel, ee 3anax bbin NoTepsaH ANA Hero.

Meppun nepepan HOX POKOTY, KOTOPbLIN BbICTPO M AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOKPYTUA NIe3BUE MeXay
NanbLUamu, Npexae Yem NPUHECTUN CBOK KNATBY, NpM3HaB B Apun Cablwaluyto. Kak ogHy 13 CBOMX.

- 3BYKM CMOTYT NPUBECTU TEDA AOMOW, - 3aKOHUYMJ OH, 06aB/IAA CBOIO KPOBb B rOPLLOYEK.

HOanbwe Tyga 6yayt pgobasneHbl yepHuna Ana TaTyupoBKU. Koraa Apua MNoayuymt CBOM
OTMETMHbBI, OHA TaK¥Ke NONYYUT YaCTUYKY ero U POKoTa, nx KPOBb CKPeNUT Ux obelaHma aatb e Kpos
M 3aWMTYy, €C/IN OHA KOrAa-HMbyab byaeT B 3TOM HyXKAaTbCA. LlepeMoHMA 3aKOHYMTCA TEM, YTO OHU C
PokoTOM npuHecyT el 3Ty Knatey. Neppu He Tepnenocb. OH y¥Ke YyBCTBOBAA 3TO U XOTeN, YTOObI OHa
3Hana.

- MepBeab HaHeceT OTMETUHbI, - CKa3as OH. B TeyeHne mHormx net 3to 6bina ponb Munbl. Ero
HeBeCTKa HapucoBasa COKOJlA Y Hero Ha cnuHe M oba ero 3Haka —YyscTBytowero n Bupgauwero.
Monnun 6blna ero cnegyowmm BblIbopom, HO y Hee 6onenn pyKu. EQUHCTBEHHbI YeN0BEK, KOTOPbLIN
Korpga-nmbo aenan ato, 6bin Measeap.

Meppun noctosan ewe MrHoBeHue, BOpACb C *KenaHnem nouenosaTb Aputo B LWeKy. Kak Obl
CUNBbHO OH HW XOTEeN OTKPbITbCA KNAHY, 4EMOHCTPALMA CBOMX YYBCTB CEMYAC Ka3aslacb HEMPABUIbHOWN.
Bpocus nocneaHuin B3rnag Ha 6e3ynpeyHyto KoXy ee pyK, OH HanpaBuJ/ICA K IaBHOMY CTOJly B KOHLE
3ana. HaHeceHne OTMeTMH 3aliMeT HECKO/IbKO 4acoB, @ OH He XOTen [aBWUTb Ha Hee CBOMM
npucytcTtenem. OH 3Han, 4To Nt060OMN AUCKOMDOPT, KOTOPbIA OHA NOYYBCTBYET, MPUYNHUT emy 60/b.

OH 3aHAan ctapoe mecto Baiina 3a rnaBHbIM CTOIOM Ha NOMOCTE B KOHLe 3ana. C Pokotom um
Yronbkom no 60Kkam u LLlectepKoii BOKPYr HUX, OH YyBCTBOBAA cebA CIMWKOM NOXOXKMM Ha KpoBHOro
BOXAA, KOTOpbiM Obln ero 6paT BO BpemsA LEPEMOHMA WU BbICTynaeHMn. Ho cerogHa wn 6bina
LepemoHums.

Cnaeswnini HaNPOTUB MYXKUYMHA C KECTKMMW BONOCAMU YNblOHYACA, NOKa3aB bosblue Lenen,
yem 3y60B.

- Hy u Hy... HY 1 8ud y Tebs, MNeperpuH.

ToproBseu, NpuexaBWUA CErogHA AHEM, MPUXOLMUN KaXKAyl BEeCHy, npogasas 6e3genyluku.
MoHeTbl, NIOXKKM, KOoNbLa WM BpacneTbl CBUCAaAM C €ro OXepenauin U nanbto, 6ecnopAafoyvHO, Kak
Bogopocan. OHW, [OMKHO ObiTb, BECUNM CTONIBKO e, CKOMbKO M OH. Ho ToBap 6bin Anwb
NPUKPbITUEM ANA €ro HaCTOALLEN TOProBAN — CNJIETEH.
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Meppu KNBHYA.

- TeHb. - C uepemMoHUnen n BpeMeHeM, KOTOpoe HaAo Bbla10 KaKk-To NpoBecTH, 3To bblna xopowas
BO3MOXHOCTb Y3HaTb HOBOCTU, MPeXKAe YeM OH 3aBTPA YTPOM MOKMHET noceneHne sBmecte ¢ Apuen.

- Tbl BbIPOC B TAaKOr0 CuAlOWe20 MONOAOIO BOXAA, - CKa3an TeHb. OH 3a4eprKanca Ha cnose,
N3B/IEKas U3 Hero 3BYK, C/IOBHO BbICACbiBas MO3r U3 KOocTU. Kpaem rnasa Meppu ynosun ynbibky, 4to
pacugena Ha nnue PokoTa. Meppu yxKe NpeaBKyLWan, Kak Aydwunii gpyr byaet napoampoBaThb ero.

- Kak Tbl moxoxt Ha cBoero 6pata M oTua, - nNpogomKan TeHb. - [xKopAaH 6bin BENUKUM
4eN0BEKOM.

Meppn nokavan ronoson. Ero otey - BeAUKMMA YenoseK? BO3MOXKHO, ANA HEKOTOPLIX.
BO3MOKHO, B KAKOM-TO CMbIC/eE.

OH nocmoTpen B CTOpPOHY oyara. Measeab cuaen 3a ctoniom ¢ Apmen. Kycoukom MBOBOro yras
OH YepTUN Ha ee buuence M3BUAUCTbIE IMHUKN, FTOTOBACb HAHECTU UX Ha KOXKY. ApUA yCTaBMNacb Ha
OroHb, ee B3rnag4 6bln OTCTpaHeHHbIM. Meppu BbIAOXHYA CKBO3b 3yObl, HE MOHMMAA, NOYeMy TaK
H6ecnokountca. OH AeCATKM pa3 BUAEN, Kak HaHocATCA OTMETUHbI.

- Mpoponxkai, TeHb, - CKa3an oH. - [laBali nocaywaem TBOM HOBOCTH.

- KaxkeTca, TepneHume oTCyTCTBYET B BalleM 02pOMHOM ChncKe gobpoaetenei, - ckazan TeHb.

- BepHo, - cornacunca lNMeppu. - MHe TakXKe He xBaTaeT CAEPKAHHOCTU.

JNTnyo cnneTHMKa pacnabinock B yablbke. OanH 13 nepeaHux 3y6oB Topyan BOHOK, Kak OTKpbITan
ABepb.

- MoHUMato. 3Haelb N1, A Ype38bl4aliHo BOCXMLAKCb TOO6OM, U A He oAMHOK. HOBOCTb O TBOEM
BbI30BE PACMPOCTPAHUNACL [ANEKO U LWKMPOKO. KaK, AOMKHO ObiTb, TPYAHO 6blNO NPOAUTL KPOBb
cBoero 6pata. Masio y KOro xBaTUT CU/1 COBEPLUUTbL TaKoM 6e3XaNoCTHbIN... MPOCTU MEHS... TaKoM
camoomeepieHHbIU NOCTynoK. A cablwan, Bce H6bINO CAeNAHO M3-33 TBOEro NAeMAHHMKA. Munoro
anta, Korta. Munbin, muablit manb4ymk. ChoBO rOBOPUT, YTO Tbl K TOMY e pa3obpasica ¢ Wankon us
wectuaecaTm BopoHos. Takoit Monoaom BOXKAb, M BCE e Tbl OCTaBAsElWb 3aMeTHbIN cnea, MNeperpuH
MNoTtoka.

Meppwu 3axoTenocb HaZeTb Ha HEro HapyYHUKK, HO Pud ABUHYACA NEPBBIM U C TIYXUM CMYKOM
NOCTaBMB HOTy Ha CKaMeMKy pAaaom ¢ TeHbto. OH CKNOHWUACA HAA, KPbICEHbILWEM.

- A mory yckopuTb npouecc.

TeHb nomopLKMACA, ero B3rnaL nepemectmica Ha wpam Puda.

- HeT He HyXHo. MpocTM meHs. A gake He Ayman HUKOFO OCKopbnATb. TBOe Bpema CTOMUT
Aoporo, ocobeHHO nocne 6ypu NPOLIAON HOYbIO. 3HaeLb, Tbl HE €ANHCTBEHHbIN, KOro Tep3aeT Ioump
B Takoe Bpema roga. lOxKHble TeppuTopmumn cTpagatoT. MNoxKapbl NOALIXAKOT NOBCHOAY, @ NOrPaHUYHbIe
3eM/IM Kuwam paccpenoToyeHHbIMU. KnaHbl Po3bl M Houn 6biin BbIHYXKAEHbI MOKMHYTb CBOM
noceneHua. CnoBo roBopuT, 4TO OHM 06 bEANHUINCE M OTNPABUANUCL HA MOUCKU KPEnocCTu.

Meppn nocmoTpen Ha Puda, KOTOPbIN KMBHYA B OTBET, UX MbiCK coBnanun. Po3a un Houb 6biau
ABYMA CamMbiMK BONBbLIMMW KAaHAMM, KaXKA0e HacYMTbiBAsO TbicAYM YenoBeKk. Yncno MoToka ensa
AOCTUIAN0 4YeTbipexcoT YesoBeK, BKAYaa aeTten. Manbiwein. Moxunbix. Meppu rotosun MoTok K
Haberam, HO NPW TaKOM pacKnage WAHCOB Yy HUX He 6blno.

OH caenan HeyaoBNEeTBOPEHHbIN BAOX, TEM/bIN WU TAMENbIA OT apomMaTtoB. 34ecb, B r1ybuHe
3a/1a, BO34yX CTAHOBWUCA CNEPTbIM.

- EcTb Npu3HaKku, Kyga oHW HanpasnAawTca?

- HeT. - ynbibHyACcA TeHb. - HM HamekKa.

Meppw npolwenca B3rnaaomM NoOBepx Mopsa ronos, CHoBa mwa Aputo. Measeab A0CTan TOHKUN,
MeHbIN CTepXeHb U3 AepeBAHHOro ALWKUKA C NnpuHagnexHoctamun gna OtmetmH. OH nogeprkan ero
HaZ, CBeYOW, HarpeBasa KOHYMK. Yepe3 MrHoBeHMEe OH BOH3UT ero B KOy Apuu, 4Tobbl CO34aThb ee
OtmeTuHy. lMpu HenpaBUAbLHOM WMCNONb30BAHUN MHCTPYMEHT MOXET OKa3aTbCA CMepTesIbHbIM.
Meppwn NoKayan ronoBOn, OTFOHAA 3TY MbIC/Ib.
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- Y70 ewe? - cnpocun oH. TOWHOTA Havyana mMeaseHHO NOAHMMATLCA A0 rop/a, U Kanau nota
NoTeKAM no ero cnuHe. - Kak HacyeT ficHoro Heba?

- AX... MHOro pa3roBopoB o0 fiIcHom, MeperpuH. KnaHbl 6pocatoTca Ha ero Noucku. HekoTtopble
OTNPaBUAKUCH Ha tor, Yepe3 Joanny LLntos. HekoTopble BOCTOYHee, 3a CTpeny-ropy. KnaH AliBbl ywen
Ha ceBep, 32 Poros, U BEpHyACA C NyCTbIMK Xenyakamu. MHOro pasrosopos, NOHUMaeLWb AN, HO
HWUYero NyTHOrO.

- A chblwan Cobonb 3HaeT, rae oHo, - ckasan Meppwu.

TeHb OTAPAHYA, ero ogexaa 3BAKHYNa.

- [la, OH Tak roBopuT, HO A He YyBCTBYIOLWMI, KaK Tbl, MeperpuH. A He 3HalO, rOBOPUT AN OH
npasAy. Ecnm oH 1 3HaeT, TO HUKOMY 06 3TOM He CKarKeT. XOAAT CAYXW, YTO eCTb MAJIbYMK, KOTOPbIN
MOEeT ynpasaaTb IPupom... Takon pebeHOK byaeT 4ero-To CTOUTb B Halle BpeMs.

Meppwn He WeBeNbHYACA, HECMOTPA HA PE3KUIM CKAvyoK nynbca. Kak mHoro 3Han TeHb? Kpaem
rnasa oH yBuAen, Kak Yrosek HagBuHyN Ha cebs wanky.

- Takoe HEBO3MOXHO.

- [la, Hy... B 3TO TPyAHO MOBEPUTb. - Te€Hb, Ka3anocb, bbln pa3oyapoBaH TeM, YTO He Bbi3Ban
HWUKAKOro MHTepeca, MOTOMY 4YTO ero cieaymrolaa MHPOPMAUMA MPULWAA C FTOTOBHOCTbIO. - ITOM
BECHOI HAa ceBepe paHO HacTynuaa otTenenb. Mpoxoa K Kpato yncT. Tenepb Tbl MOXeLb HAaBECTUTb
Onusuto.

Jlne. YnommnHaHue o cectpe 3actano [leppu Bpacnaox.

- OHa He nonana K Poram. OHa TaK 1 He aobpanacb Tyaa.

TeHb noaHsan 6posu.

- Passe HeT?

Meppu 3amep.

- Y10 Tbl 3Haewsb o JIne?

- KaxkeTcsa, 6onblie, yem Tbl. - TeHb yablbHyca. Kasanocbk, oH 6bia pag nosiy4mtb MHGopMaLuuto,
4yTOb6bI NOTOProBaThCcA. Ho OH He B3sAn B pacyeT PokoTa.

Meppun 0b6epHynCcsa KaK pa3s BOBpeMs, YToObl yBUAETb, KaK ero Apyr nepenpbirHyn Yyepes CToA.
BHe3anHO pasaanca rpoxoT U 3BOH /IOXKEK, Kosel, U besaenyweK. Pud v MpuH BbITalLMAM HOXM, U BCE
npeKkpaTunoch. MNeppu 3anes Ha cToN v yBuaen, Kak PokoT npukumaet TeHb.

- Fae oHa? - 3awmnnen POKOT, NPUXMMAA KANHOK K ropay TeHu.

- OHa oTnpasuaacb K Poram. 310 BCe, 4YTO A 3Hato! - TeHb B yXace nocmoTtpen Ha Meppwm. -
Ckaxkm emy, Yyscteytowmii! 3to npasaa. A 6bl He cTan Tebe BpaTh.

B 3ane Bouapmnacb TULWKHA, U BCe B3rnaabl obpatuamcb Ha wym. Horu Meppu gpoxkanu, koraa
OH cnyckanca. OH noctasua POKOTa Ha HOTM W YNOBWA THEB CBOErO Apyra, 06xuratoLle anblii LBerT.

- NposeTpucb. - OH noaTonKHyn PoKoTa K aBepu. Bosayx. OHM 0ba Hy»KOanucb B BO3AYXE,
npexae 4yem nmeTb Aeno ¢ TeHbto. OH He HyXKAanca B KPOBONPOJAUTUN CETOAHA.

- Cobonb Hawen ee. - [Na3a PokoTa meTasncb NO CTOPOHAM, Nnoka lMeppwu Ben ero yepes 3an. -
OH ponxkeH bbin 310 caenatb. YON040K Bbicneann ee u nputawmn obpaTHo. A A0MKeH OTNPaBUTLCA
TyAa. MHe HyXHoO...

- 0u Hapyxcy, PoKoT.

MwuHyA 3an OHM OCTaBUAM 3a cobol cnen BONPOCUTENbHBIX B3rnaAoB. MNeppu cocpenoTounaca
Ha ABepw, NpeACcTaBAAA NPOXIAAHbIA, HOYHOM BO3AYyX CHAPYKW.

POKOT ocTaHOBW/ICA M NOBEPHY/ICA TaK pe3Ko, YTo leppun UyTb He Bpe3asnca B Hero.

- Meppwn... cmompu.

OH npocneann 3a B3rnagom PokoTa, cmoTtpesluero Ha Aputo. Measeapb HbICTpbIMKU, KpaTKMMK
ABUKEHMAMM BOH3aN el B PYKy CTepKeHb, OTMeyasa ee 4yepHuaamu. Apua BCNoTena, BOOCHI
npuamnam K wee. OHa NOCMOTPena emy B rnasa. Yto-1o 66110 He Tak.

OH oKasanca nepej Hel B MrHOBEHWe OKa. YBuaes ero, Measeab B3APOrHYNA U OTAEPHYA UMAy.
CTpyMKa KpoBu notekna no pyke Apuun. CAMWKOM MHOro Kposu. CamMwkom mHoro. Yactb OTmeTuH
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6blna caenaHa, NNaBHbIE IMHUKM TaTyMPOBKKM CAbiwallelt AOCTUrann cepeauHbl ee npeanneyba. Koxa
BOKPYr YepHUA 6blna KpacHOM M onyxLue.

- Y70 3707 - cnpocun Meppu.

- Y Hee TOHKaA KOXKa, - CTan 3awmiaTteca Megseap. - 1 Aenato Tak, Kak 3Hato.

Nnyo Apun 66110 NpU3payvHo 6aegHbIM, U OHa obmAaKNa.

- Al cnpasntocb, - cnabo npousHecna oHa. OHa He cmoTpena Ha Hero. OHa He cBOAWAA a3 ¢
OrHA.

lnasa leppu OCTAHOBMAUCL HA YepHWUAbHMULE, KOrga OH No4vyBCTBOBan 3anax. OH B3An
HeboNbLWOWN, MeAHbIA TFOPLWOYEK M MoaHec ero K Hocy. [nyboko B3aoxHyAn. Mog 4yepHUNamu OH
Y/I0BUA 3aTX/IblA MbILUWHbBIN 3anax.

bonuronos.

Ha mrHoBeHue ero mo3r He cmor cobpaTb BoeANHO BCO MHbOpMaLmto. U TyT ero oceHuno.

Ao.

YepHuna 6binv OTpaBAeHbI.

MepgHbI roplwioyek 3BsIKHYN 06 ovar npexae, Yem OH MoHAA, 4YTo bpocun ero. YepHuna
3abpbI3rann NosKy, CTeHy, MO PASOM C O4arom.

- Y70 TbI CAENnan? - 3asonun Neppu. bapabaHbl cmonkaun. Bece 3amepno.

B3arnag Meageaa mMeTHYNCA OT CTEPKHA K pyKke Apun.

- O uem TbI?

Apua noganacb Bnepea,. Meppu ynan Ha KONeHU, NOAXBAaTUB ee NPEXKAEe, YeM OHa CBANAACb CO
CKamerKu. OH OLLYTWA, YTO ee KOXKa ropuT, oHa 6e3BONbHO NeXKana Ha Hem. ITOro He MOXKeT bbiTb.
OH He 3Han, 4yto pgenatb. He mor npuHATL peweHue. TOWHOTa M CTPAx MPOH3UAM ero Teno,
3aMOpaXkMBas ero Ha mecTe.

OH nogHan ee u npuxkan K cebe. Cneagytowiee, 4To OH NOMHMA, BbINO TO, YTO OH OKA3ancsa B
csoem gome. OH BOpBancA B KOMHATy Balna m ycaaun ee Ha KpoBaTb. 3aTeM OH CTAHyA C cebs
pPeMeHb, M HOX CO CTYKOM ynan Ha no. Meppu noBsA3an pemeHb Hag ee npegnneybe, CUAbHO 3aTAHYB
ero. OH fonKeH H6bl1 0OCTaHOBUTL MOTOK A4A K CepaLLy.

MoTtom 06xBaTWA €€ UL NAJOHAMM.

- ApuAa? - Ee 3paykm H6b11M TaK paclimMpeHbl, YTO OH e4,Ba MOT Pa3rNa4eTb CEPYHO PAAYKKY.

- Al Teba He BUIKY, MeppHu, - npobopmoTana oHa.

- Al 3pecb. Pagom c To60M. - OH ONYCTUACA Ha KOJMIEHU Y KPOBATK U B3AN ee 3a pyKy. Ecan oH
byaeT AeprKaTb ee KPenKo, ¢ Hel Bce byaeT B nopsagKe. Tak U A4omKHO 6biTb. - C Tobol Bce byaeT B
nopaake.

Mossunca PoKOT, cTaBa 1amMny Ha NPUKPOBATHbIN CTOJIUK.

- Ckopo npuaet Monnu... OHa 6epeT To, UTO el HYXKHO.

Meppwu yctasuaca Ha pyky Apun. BeHbl Bokpyr ee OTMETUHbI BbITNALENN XKUAUCTbIMU U CTaNU
TemHo-¢dmnonetToBbiMn. C KaKOON CEKyHOOM ee AMLO CTaHOBWNOCbL Bce bneaHee. OH nposen
ApoKalen pykor no ee nby 1 nogyman o meguuMHCKOM oTceke MappoHa. 34ecb y Hero HM4ero He
6b110. [10 CMX NOP HUKOTAA B }KU3HWU OH He Yyacmeosas ceba cToNb NepBOObITHbIM.

- Meppw, - BbIZOXHYNA OHA.

OH cxKan ee pyKy.

- Pagpom c Tobon, Apus. A HMKyda He nonay. A npas...

Ee rnasa 3akpblanch, U OH CHOBa Morpy3unca rnyboko nog Boay, B XONI04HYKO TEMHOTY, r4e He
6b1n0 Bepxa. He H6bi1n10 BO3ayxa, 4TOObI BAOXHYTb €r0 B SIETKME.

- OHa eLe AbIWKT, - cKazan PokoT no3aam Hero. - Al cablwy. OHa NpocTo 6e3 Co3HaHUSA.

Bowna Monnu, Hecsa 6aHOUKy ¢ 6€10M, Kak Men, NacToi OT AA0BUTOW CbiMK.

— 970 He cpaborTaert, - oTpe3an MNeppu. - OH 8BHymMpu Hee.

-  3Hao, - cNoKoMHO oTeeTUNa Monaw. - Al ewe He BUAENA PaHbl.
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- Yto bygem aenatb? [loNxKeH nn A cpe3aTb KOXKY? - EaBa 3TK ciioBa cnetenu c ryb MNeppw, Kak y
HEero CBeno XMBoT.

Pyka POKOTa NOTAHYNACb K HOXY.

- fl cnpasntocs, Meppw.

OH nocmoTpen Ha nocepesLllero POKoTa, KOTOPbIA BbICTPO MOPrHYA, He BepA, YTO OHW rOBOPAT
0 TOM, 4Tobbl Nope3aTb PyKy Apuu.

- He nomozkerT, - ckazana Monnu. - OH yKe B ee KpoBuW. - OHa nocTaBmIa Ha TYMBOUKY elle oaHY
CTEKNAHHYIO OaHKy. Bo36y)KAeHHble W HeTeprnenuBble MUABKM HOPKO paccekann B Boge. - OHM
NOMOryT, eci BbepyT B cebs CNOPYEHHYHO KPOBb.

OH nopgasunn oyepegHyo BOAHY TOWHOTLI. PemeHb Ha pyKe. MuAasKu. Heyxenun 3To aydwee, 4To
OH MOMKEeT oA Hee caenaTb?

- Aenait. Monpobyi nx.

Monnu BbiTawmMna U3BUBAIOLLYHOCA NMUSABKY M3 BaHKKM 1 nosoxuia ee nosepx OTMeTUHbI Apuu.
Koraa oHa Buenuaca B ee KoKy, POKOT rpOMKoO Bbl4OXHYA, HO [eppu BCe ewe He mor gbiwaTtb. Monnu
AocTana n3 6aHKKM ewe oAHY NUABKY, M TaK NPOLO/KANOCH LLeNY0 BEYHOCTb, NMOKA LWeCTb MUABOK He
NOBMC/IM Ha pyKe Apun. Bcero HECKONIbKO YacoB Ha3a OH NPOBOAUA NanbLLAaMU MO NAEaNbHOM KoXe.

Meppwn B3an ee pyKy 1 nepennen ux nanbubl. Pyka Apuun Hanparnacb, Wb C/ierka A4epHynach,
npexae 4em cHoBa paccnabunacb. Fae 6bl oHa HM Bbina B 6ecco3HaTENBHOM COCTOAHMM, OHA AaBana
eMy MOoHATb, YTo byaeT bopoTbes.

OH cmoTpen, Kak MUABKK CTAaHOBATCA TEMHO-PMOETOBbIMW, HANOHAACL KPOBbH. OHWU 4,0/1XKHbI
6blnn cpaboTatb. [OMKHO BbITb, OHU BbITATMBAIOT U3 Hee 4. Janble oH bosblie HE MOT CMOTPETb.
OH onycTun ronoBy Ha KpoBaTb, KOJMIEHWM Yy Hero 6onenm, M OH 4YyBCTBOBAJ, KakK BpemaA Te4yeT
ypbiBKaMn. M3 KOMHATbl AOHOCUACA HU3KMW ronoc Megasens, KNABLIErocA B CBOEW HEBMHOBHOCTM.
MoTom Yronek otyaaHHO ymonan Puda snyctutb ero. TuwunHa. 3atem Monaun nogsuHynacb 6aumxe,
HaTAHYNA 04eAN0 HAa ApUIO U NONOXKWUAA PYKY eMy Ha ronosy. W cHoBa TULIMHA.

HakoHeu, Meppu nogHAan rososy. XoTa ApuAa [0 CUMX He LWeBeaunacb, OH MO4YyBCTBOBaN ee
Bo3BpaleHne. OH CTOAN, NMOKAYMBAACb Ha MecTe, ero Horu 3ateknu. ObneryeHue npoberkano no
HeMy, 3aTYMaHMB r1a3a, HO OHO BbICTPO OMPAYMAOCH.

OH nocmoTpen Ha POKOTa, KOTOPbIN AeprKan HOXK 3a ne3Bue.

- Nan, - ckazan PoKoT, npoTArMean ero. -  0OCTaHyCb C HEA.

Meppu B3 HOX M HANPABUACA HA KYXHIO.
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I'raBa 12. APUA

Apua oKaszanacb B OFPOMHOM KynoJie, 4yBCTBYA €1abocTb M ronoBokpyxKeHue. CTepunbHble
b6enble pagbl TAHYAUCb Ha COTHWM ¢yToB. B HWMX pocnm oBowm u PYKTbl —YynopALOYEHHbIE,
coBeplLUeHHble BCNAeCKM LBeTa.

Cepaue 6elweHo 3aK0N0TUNOCh. ITO 6bin Ar-6 - oguH u3 depmepckmx Kynonos B pese. OHa n
paHble 6biBana 34ecb B NOMCKax MHGOPMALUKN O cBoel MaTepu. COpeH Haman Ha Hee HeZaneKo oT
TOro MecTa, rae OHa cemyac croana.

Mencnn ymepna TyT.

B3rnag Apvn nepemectuncs Beepx. BbICOKO HaBepxy opocuTenbHble Tpybbl BbiN/iEBbIBaAN
YepHbIN AbIM, KOTOPbIN ONyCcKaAcb, KNybunca Bokpyr Hee. OHa nonbiTanacb 6exatb K ABepu LW03a.
Ee Hormn He aBuranuce.

TUWKWHY HapyLWWA Yerh-To ronoc.

- Tbl He MOXKeLlb BbIMTWU, NOMHMULLbL?

CopeH. OHa He BuAena ero, HO y3Hana HaCMeLWw/InBbIM ronoc.

- FTae mer? — Opim, f,o6paBWIKCL A0 Hee, 06XKMran rnasa u 3acTaBaan Kawnatb. EM 66110 HUYero
He BUAHO.

- Fge o1, Apna?

- Tol He cmoXKelwb caenaTb MHe 601bHO, CopeH.

- Tol meewb B BuAy B Mupe? Tbl npasaa Tak gymaellb? Tbl owmnbaewbesa. A mory npuYnHUTL
Tebe 60b.

BoNHA roONIOBOKPYXEHUA 3acTaBUNa ee CNOTKHYTbCcA. KoneHn noaorHyanucb, M OHA ynana,
CXBATMBLUMCH 3a ronoBy. [loyemy y Hee packa/sibiBaeTcA ronosa? Yto c Helr?

ryyee gasneHue Ha pyke CTaHOBUIOCb BCe cUnbHee U cunbHee. OHa nocmoTpena BHU3. Jbim
BbIPbIBA/ICA U3-MOA €e KOXMU, NpocaymBadch B BO3ayX. BHYTpu Hee nonbixan noxkap. Ee kposb ropena.
OHa pasaupana 1 pBana KoKy, HO HEBUAUMbIE PYKU YAEPKUBANM €ee.

- AoctatoyHo Monnu! CHUMaM nx c ee pyKu.

Fonoc PoKoTa, HO rae »e oH?

Hag Helt noAaBmaace myckynuctasa ¢urypa CopeHa.

- Ha atoT pas tebe He yintun.

OHa nonbiTanacb BbiIcBO6GOAUTL PYKM. EM HyXKHO 6bl0 HOPOTLCA C HMM, HO OHa He Mmorna
BblpBaTbCA.

- A Teba He b6otocb!

- Tol yBepeHa B 3Tom? - OH Bpocunca K Hell, 06XBaTMB 3a TaunIo.

— 370 7, Apual Bce xopowo. 370 1.

Fonoc PokoTa. /lInyo CopeHa. Pykn CopeHa aepKart ee.

Apua 6oponacb ¢ ero xBaTkon. OHA He 3Hana, yero 60ATbcA. OHa MOHATUA He MMmena, 4To
peanbHO, U NoYemy ee KpoBb Kunena B unax. OHa ynana Ha rpaaku, 6pbikaacb U CONPOTUBAAACD,
MoKa ee 3peHue CTaso cepbim, a 3aTem BCe NovepHesno.
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I'nasa 13. [IEPEI'PUH

Meppwn Bowen B KyxHO U OOHApPYXMA CcToALLEro Ha ctone YunaHa nepefd HebonblLOW TOAMONA.
bbino yxe nos3gHo. B monytemHOM 3ane ropeno Avlb HECKONbKO namn. bonblwaA 4acTb KnaHa
pa3ownacb No 4OMam.

- OH o4YeHb BCMNbINbYMBLIN, 3TO BCE, KEM OH KOrga-anbo 6bia, - npoBo3rnawan YunaH. - OH
Aakuwaemcsa ¢ MoceneHkon. OH CKpbIBa/ 3TO OT Hac. Tenepb OH FOBOPUT, YTO MAET HA CEBEP B MOUCKAX
AicHoro Heba, HO 1 3TOMY He CTOUT BepPUTb. A He YAUBAOCb, €CIM OH HUKOr4a He BepHeTca!

- Al BepHyncsa, - npousHec Meppu. OH No4vyBCTBOBaN X0/104. MONHOCTBIO COCPEAOTOYEHHDIN.
OcCTpbIN, KaK HOXK B €r0 pyKe.

YUnaH KpyTaHy/CA U YyTb He ynan co ctona. Jlroan BOKpyr lNeppun axHynm, onycTuBe rnasa Ha
HOX.

Megagegb NOAHAN PYKU.

-  noHATMA He nmen, Meppun. ITo He A. f Bbl HUKOrAa 3TOro He caenan...

- 3Hato. - HactpoeHne MeaBena A0Ka3biBaNo ero HEBUMHOBHOCTb. OH Obl/l TaK e WOKMPOBaAH,
Kak u Meppu. MNeppu rnyboko B3A0XHYAN, ronybbie Noa0Cbl OKAMMAAAKN ero 3peHue. - KTo aTo 6bin? -
OH Brnagenca B nLa OKpPyXasLUne ero.

B oTBeT TULWMHA.

- [ymaeuwb, mosyaHue 3awmtut Teba? - OH npowen mumo PoysHa u CrapuHbl Yunna,
nNpobu1pascb CKBO3b TO/IMY, HANONHAA BO34YXOM Nerkue. Bapixas.

Mpocewnsas.

Nuwa.

- Tl XOTb NpeAcTaBAAellb, KAKMM BUHOBATbIM A cebA YyBCTBYHO?

OH norman ero: NpoOropkAbii 3anax cTpaxa. OH yxBaTW/ACA 33 3aMaXx, KaK 3a BEPEBKY, U
nocnenoBan 3a HUM. KnaH B yxKace OTNPAHYA, HATbIKAACb Ha CKaMbW M CTOAbl. Bce, Kpome lpes,
KOTOPbI CTOAN HENOABUKHO, KaK AepeBo. Barnag Meppu cocpenoToumnca ToNbKo HA Hem. Pepmep
NOKaya/ roN0BOM, L0 ero MCKA3uAoCh OT yxKaca.

- OHa Kpom! OHa pake He ogHa un3 Hac! OHa He umeeT npasa 6bITb OTMeyeHHoM!

Meppwn pBaHyn Bnepes, Bpe3aBwuUCcb B pes. OHM pPyxHYAM Ha non, pasorHas Atogen. Kro-to
MHYA ero No pyKe, N HOX BbIPBaACA U3 NanbLeB. PyKN CXBaTUAM ero 3a naeymn, Ho He ocTaHoBuAU. OH
6bln1  YMCTBIM  HamepeHnem. Yucton cPOKycMpoBaHHOM cuoi. Becb CTpax BHYTPU Hero
BbICBODOOXKAACA Yepes KyaK...

OOMVH...

BTOPOM...

TpeTtuit yaap, npexae yem Pud n Megsegb otopsanu ero ot [pea. Meppun otbmBancs, pyrancs,
BblpbiBasncA. OH CAblWwan, Kak XPYCTHY/IM KOCTW, HO 3TOro 6blno HegocTaTodyHo. HeaocTaTouHo,
notomy 4To peit 6bin ewe KuB. Bece elle aeprancs Ha nony.

MepBeab cXBaTUA ero n oTbpocua Hasaga.

- OcmaHosucb! Y Hero cbIHOBbA.

Meppu Bpe3anca B cTon. Pud noasmaca nepes HUM, CXBATUB €ro 3a Leto, YeM OLLIESIOMUA Ero.

- MocmoTpu Ha meHs, MNeperpuH!

OH 3acTaBun ceba nocmoTpeTb Puody B rnasa.

- MycTb ybupaeTtcs, - ckazan Puo. - OtTnyctu ero.

MNeppu nepesBen B3riA4 Ha MaNbYMKOB, CTOABLIKMX B ToAamne. Buepa B none OHU CMeANMUCH,
CTpenanu ns nyka bpyk. Tenepb OHU CTOANU, MPUKABLLUNCL APYT K APYTY, U NAAKaNN.

Pud otctynun Hasag, oTnyckas ero.

lpen nexan Ha GOKYy B HECKONbKMX ¢yTax OT Hero. TemMHaa KpoBb X/biCTana M3 Hoca M
pacTteknacb No nony.
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- NogHmuTe ero, - ckasan MNeppu. Xang n OTweneHewy, NOAHAAN €ro C NOAa U NOCTaBUAM Ha
Horu. pen He MOr CTOATb CAMOCTOATENBHO. - 3a4em? - cnpocun Meppu. - 3a4em Tbl 3TO caenan?

- OHa He 3acnykneaeT OTmeTnH! OHa garke He ogHa M3 Hac. Kak 4.

- Yke HeT, - otBeTUA Meppun. - Tbl NoTepsan 3To npaso. Ybupaiica ¢ moel Tepputopmn 3asTpa
yTpom.

Korga Xang v OTweneHey, otTawmam ped, Meppu oNycTna rofioBy U CRAKOHYA TEMAYIO NYXKY
KpoBW, cobpaBluytocs BO PTy. B KaKoOM-TO MOMEHT OH nonyumn ypap. Kpaem rnasa oH ynosun
BCMbILLKY FPA3HOro, NO3BAKMBatoWEero nanbto TeHn. CNneTHUK ogepkan cerogHa nobeay.

- Tel nxKeu, MeperpuH.

Meppu nogHAN rnasa n Npocaeann 3a Pe3KMM rosocom, NOKa OH He Hawen YnnaHa, CTtoawero s
Tonne.

- Tbl Xo4elWb NOA4OMUTM M UYTO-TO CKa3aTb YMAaH?

- Ecnm a aTo caenato, Tbl MeHs ToXe nobbelwb? - YuaaH nokayan rofoBon. - Tl Xy*Ke Banna, -
npobopmoTasn oH cebe nosa HoC 1 BblLLen.

MpyTUK TONKHYN naedyom YwunaHa, Korga TOT npoxoamn mumo. [elweBblt NpPUEMUMK, 4YTO
YOVUBUTENbHO ANA TaKoro 6aaropogHoro Yenoseka, Kak MpyTtuk. Barnsag Meppu ckonb3Hyn no 3any.
XangeH ctoan pagom, a FpuH aeprKan B pyKe HOX. Pud ornaapian Tonny, Kak BOMH, OLEHUBAOLWMI
Bpara.

OHU He b6binn Bparamu. 3710 bbinn ero nogun. Meppu ornagen 3an, YyBCTBYS XKaANOCTb, CTPAX U
APOCTb.

HakoHeu, Pud 3arosopun:

- PacxoauTtecb. Bce KOHYEHO.

Ho MNeppw noHMman, uto Pud owmnbaercs.
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I'raBa 14. APUA

Hryyas 6onb B pyke Apumn pa3byauna ee. OHa MOprHysia B TemHoTe. A3bIK Npuaun K Heby, a B
rosoBe CTy4ano TaK CUMAbHO, YTO OHa bosAnacb nowesennTbcs. OHA NeXKana Ha KpoBaTM B KOMHaTe
Balina. DPUpPHbIN CBET, CUHWUI M NPOXIALAHbIN, KaK CUAHWE NOAHOWM NYyHbl, MPOCAYMBAACA CKBO3b LUE/b
MEXKAY CTaBHAMM.

OHa onycTtuna B3rnaa, MeaseHHo ABUran ronosoi. Bokpyr ee npeanneyba 6bina Tyro obmoTaHa
TKaHeBas nonocka. OHa NoHANa, YTO TEMHbIe MATHA, BbICTYNaBlWIME Ha HeW... Oblin KpoBsbto. Ee pyka
CUNbHO ApOrKana, Korga OHa AOTPOHYy/Aacb A0 Hee. Bblno 4YyBCTBO, YTO OHA ownapwunacb. Ho He
TONbKO KOXeM, HO U rNyboKo B BEHaX.

OHa NnoMHUNa uepeMoHuto. Meageab KON0N ee PyKy CTPEXKHEM, U OCTpasa 601b, KOTOPYO OHa
4yBCTBOBA/A, PAcNpPOCTPAHANACh NO MblLAM. 3aTeM 6bIN0 3aTUXaHWe 3BYKOB, ro/10coB 1 6apabaHoB,
M HaK/IOH, HAaKNOH 3ana.

OHa 6blna oTpaBneHa.

OHa 3aKpblfa rnasa. 370 6bI10 HACTONbKO HEBEPOATHO CPEOHEBEKOBO, YTO OHA PaCcCMennachb
6bl, ecnn 6bl Morna, HO 3aTemM SPOCTb WM CTPax CTOJIKHYAUCb BHYTPUM Hee. [pOXKb B ee pyKax
pacnpocTpaHMnacb Mo BCEMY Teny, Korga OHa OcCO3Hana peanbHoCTb cayuymslieroca. OHa He
NMOHMMANa, KaK MOrna 4YyBCTBOBATb TAKOM XONo4, Koraa ee KpoBb ropena, o6)Kuraa BeHbl.
MNMepeKaTnsLIMCb Ha BOK, OHa CBEpHYNach B KNYOOK M Hanpsaria Kaxkabli MyCKy/, NMOKa ee TPSAC 03HO0.

KTo ato caenan? bpyk? Yunan? 31o 6b1n1a Monnn? Bo3aMoXKHO K, YTO 3TO OblN1 € AUHCTBEHHbIM
4yenoBeK, KOTOPOMY OHA Hayasa AoBepATb? ApMA BCMOMHWAA HOYb, KOr4a OHa nesna ¢ POKOTOM Ha
KyxHe. Tak MHOro sitogen yablbanucb e toraa. OHM TOXKe yablbanuch, Koraa ee oTpasuan?

OHa o0b6aM3Hyna nepecoxiune rybbl. fopeyb, KOTOPYHO OHa MOYyBCTBOBasa Oblna sgom? Ee
B3rNA4, ynan Ha CTaTyaTKy COKO/a, CTOALLYIO HAa HOYHOM CTO/IMKE, ee TOHKWe, Tynble JIMHUKN Oblan
OKpalleHbl B CUHUM LBeT Iompom. OHa CMOTpena Ha Hero, NoKa COH He CMOpPUA ee.

Korza oHa cHOBa NPOCHY/1acb, KTO-TO 3aKer cBeYKy y noctenn. OHa NpULLYpPUIACh, APKUA OTOHb
pe3an rnasa. MNeppu roBopua B coceHel KOMHaTe XPUN/AbIM U B3BOJIHOBAaHHbIM ros10com. Ee nynbc
TYT e y4yacTuacs.

- fl 3HaN, YTO YTO-TO He TaK, - MPOM3HEC OH. - MeHA Tam TOWHUNO. HO A He 3Han, 4YTO 3TO U3-3a
Hee.

Pud otsetnn 6e3 TeHn yausneHums.

- Tbl B3aMMO3aBMCUM OT Hee. - ApuA yCAabllwaaa CKPUN MONOBMUbI, @ 3aTeM €ero TUxoe
npoknaTue. - A Ayman, 4yto Takoe MOXKeT bbITb. A moaunaca, 4yto owmnbatocs.

Apus ycTaBmaacb Ha ABepb, NbiTaaCb NOHATL. [eppwn Hbla B3aMMo3aBUCUM OT Hee?

- Tbl gymaelb, 4TO 3TO OblA NOCAEQHWUI pas, KOr4a ee COCTOAHME MOF/I0 MOBAUATL Ha TebAa? -
cnpocun Pud. - NMotomy 4to 3TO He TaK. Tbl OTAAH AEBYLUKE, C KOTOPON HUKTO He XO4eT MMeTb geno. f
He Mory NpuaymaTtb Hu4Yero xyxe. OHa 3aTymaHMBAET TBOM MO3T...

- OHa He...

- Tak n ecms, Meppun. OHa HE MOXKET ocTaTbCA. Tbl AO/IKEH 3TO MNOHATb. M nocae Toro, 4Yto Thl
TONbKO YTO caenan, NoToK TOYHO He NPUMET ee ceiryac. Tbl NPOCTO Bblbpan ee, a He OAHY U3 HUX.

- fl aToro He genan. Al He mory gonycTuTb youicTea y cebs nog HOCOM, HE3AaBUCUMO OT TOFO, KTO
B 3TOM 3aMeLlaH.

- KoHeuHo, HeT, - otBeTUAN PUd, - HO NroaAn BUAAT TO, YTO XOTAT BMAETb. OHM CHOBA NPUAYT 3a
Hel nnKn, 4YTo elle Xyxe, 3a Tob6ol. N He roBopu MHe, 4TO Tbl OTNpPaBAAeLWbCcA Ha cesep. [OTOK
Hy»OaeTcs B Tebe 30ece.

OHa xpaana, uto Neppu He cornacmutca. Ho oH aTOro He caenan.
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MrHoBeHMe CNyCcTA OTKpblAacb ABepb, U OH BOLWeA, NPUXMMAA Nanblpbl K rnazam. OH nogHAn
rnasa u 3acTbin, YBUAEB, YTO OHA NPOCHYAcb. [TOTOM OH 3aKpbin ABEpPb M NOAOLWeEN K KpoBaTu. lMNeppu
B34/ ee 3a PYKY, ero 3eseHble r/1a3a HanoJIHWANCL Cie3amu.

- ApuA... NnpocTn meHA. MHe TaK Xafb. A He MOry Bblpa3nTb HACKOJ/ILKO A COXaNeto.

OHa noka4vana ronoBoi.

- Tbl He ponxkeH. ITO He TBOA BWMHA. - Y Hee He 6blno cun roBopuTb. KpacHas ccaguHa
pacnon3nacb No O4HOM CTOPOHE ero YentCTU, a HUXKHAA ryba pacnyxna. - Tbl paHeH.

- Hnyero cTpawHoro. 31o He MMeeT 3HaYeHuA.

310 UMeno 3HayeHune. EmMy 6b110 601bHO 13-3a Hee. ITO UMENO 3HaYeHue.

- KoTopbInt yac? - OHa NOHATUA He MMeNa, CKObKO Npowo BpemeHn. AHen. Hegenb. Kaxabin
pa3s, KorA4a oHa Npocbinanacb, B KOMHaTe 6bl10 TEMHO. HoUb CHapy»KK. 9TO BCe, YTO OHa 3Hana.

- NMouTtn pacceeno.

- Tol cnan?

Meppun nogHAn 6posu.

- Cnan? - OH NoKayan ronoBoM. - HeT... gaxe He nbiTancs.

OHa camwKkom yctana. bbina canmwkom cnaba, ytobbl CKasaTb, Yero oHa xo4veT. [loTom OHa
NOHANA, YTO 3TO 3aMMeT BCero o4Ho cnoBo. OHa noxsionana no KpoBaTw.

- 3anesan.
OH ner, npuKnmasn ee K cebe. Apus NpuabHyna K HeEMY, NPUXKaBLUMCb YXOM K ero rpyan. OHa
npucaywanacb kK OueHU0 ero cepaua — pPOBHOMY, TBEpAOMY CTYyKy, Korga Teniao ero Tesa

pacTBOPANOCh B HeW. PaHblue oHA 6blna B TymaHe. B ranntoumHaymax U NoMCcKax Toro, YTo peasibHo.
OHa Hawna 310 B Hem. OH 6bin HacToALLUM.

- Tenepb mMbl BMECTE, - NPOLLENTaN OH e B 106. - Tak U AO/IKHO ObITb.

OHa 3aKpblia rnasa u pacciabunacb, NbiTaacb ycnokontbca. OH 6bln NpegHasHaveH eit. Moxer,
OH TOKe 3TO YyBCTBYET.

- Cnn, Meppw.

- byay, - ckasan oH. - Ecin Tl Byaelb pagom, 1 3To caenato.
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I'nasa 15. IEPETPUH

- Meppwn, npocbinancal

lnasa MNeppu pacnaxHynmcb. OH 6bin B KOMHaTe Baina. OH HUMKOrA4a B *KM3HW He NpoBOAUA
34eCb HOYb. ApMAa KpenKo crnana, NpuKasBLKUCb K ero rpygu. OH Kpenye obHAN ee, Korga 3anaxu nota
N KPOBM, NPUHECEHHbIE NPOLUIOIA HOUYbIO, BEPHYUCD.

PoKoT cToan B gBepsax.

- Tebe nyywe yintn otctoga. lMpamo celivac.

Crapascb He pa3byautb Aputo, Meppu BbICKOAb3HYN M3 NOCTENM M nocnepoBan 3a PoKoTom
HapPYXKY.

OH Hallen Ha nonsHe BeCb KNaH - COTHIO ntoaen. Jlioam nnakanu, BbIKPUKMBANKM ockopbieHua
apyr apyry. Ha Kpbllwe KyxHW OH yBMAen Xanga u XengeHa ¢ AyKamu Ha msrotoske. Puéd nossunca
pagom c MNeppu ¢ HOXOM Haroo, MpyTUK okasanca pagom c lNMeppu cekyHO0M No3xKe.

- Y10 NnpoucxogmnT? - CNPoCKun Yronek.

Meppw He 3HaN. He noHUMMan, noka Mpeit He Npobpancsa cCKBO3b TONNY.

Ero nMuo 6bIN0 HAcTONbKO OMNyXWMM, OH 6bln MOYTU Hey3HaBaeM. Ha nieye y Hero Bucena
TAXENAA CyMKa.

- Tbl caenan HenpaBWAbHbIMA BbIOOP, - NPOCTO CKa3a/sl OH M MOKWHYN noceneHuwe. [lBoe ero
CbIHOBEM, NNaYa M BbITUPAA NMLa, NOCAeA0BaNN 32 HUM.

3atem Bnepes, Bbilwen YUnaH ¢ prok3akoM Ha CrnunHe.

- Tol ybun Baitna 3a 10, 4TO OH MMmen geno c MNoceneHuamm. A 4yem 3TO OT/IMYAETCA OT TOro, YTO
caenan Tol?

Meppn Nokayan ronosoi.

- Korta u Knapy ysenu u3-3a toro, uto cgenan Baiin. OH npepgan KnaH. A HUKoz20a 3TOrO He
caenaio.

- Yto ObI/I0 NpoLWwIoN HOoYbk? KAsHycb, 3TO OblM TBOW KyJakm Ha auue ped. Tbl Aypak,
MeperpuH. Ho mbl 6binK ewe 6onbWMMK FIYNLAMM, YMARA, YTO Tbl MOXKeLlb BECTU HaC.

OH natoHyn B CcTOpOHY Meppu 1 3awaran npoyb. MaTb YuiaHa nocnefoBana 3a HUM, rnaga
npamo nepeg cobon, naa megneHHo U HepaBHomepHo. Meppun xoTen ocTaHOBUTHL ee. C Xxpomoit
HOroi OHa A0/NrO He NPOTAHET B NOrPaHUYbE.

3aTem Ky3eH YuaaHa npuwen yepes Tonny. Kpenkuin YyeTblpHagLATUNAETHUI NapeHb, KOTOPbIN
Hpasunca Meppu. OgmH 13 aaaen YunaHa nocnefosan 3a HAM. A NOTOM M OCTa/ibHble YNeHbl ero
CEMbM.

OHM NpogonrKanu BbIXOAUTb, OAVH 33 ApYyrMm. [lecAaTb, NOTOM ABaguaTb, NOTOM ele 6onbLue.
MUx 6blno Tak MHoro, 4yto lMeppun Havan nNpeacTaBnATb cebs CTOAWMM Ha NYCcTOM NojsHe. 3Ta MbIC/b
HaMO/IHW/1A €0 FO/I0BOKPYKUTENbHbIM 06AerYeHMeM, NCHE3HYBLUMM B OAHO MrHoBeHue. OH A0/XKeH
6b1n1 6bITb 3aecb. OH AonXKeH bbln BO3rnasutb MoOTOK.

Korga ntogu, HakoHel, nepectanm yxo4uTb M NosAHA ONYyCTesa, OH OrnA4esica Nno CTOPOHaM,
xenas ybeguTtbca, 4TO eMy He MOMEpPELLMAOCh TO, YTO TONIbKO YTO Npowusowsio. Tonna nopeaena,
C/IOBHO ee nopesasnu.

Mo KpaliHeN mepe YeTBEPTb KNaHa yLwna.

OH nocmoTpen Ha nua BePHbIX eMy Ntoaen, KoTopble octannce. Cpeam HUX oH yeuaen Monnu,
MegsegAa v bpyk. PoyaHa n CrapuHy Yunna. OH UCKan HYXKHble CN0Ba, *Kenaa roBopuTb Nerko, Kak
Bainn, HO He HaxoaAuA uX.

OH bygeT BbIrNsAeTb cnabbim, ecan nobnarodaput MX 3a NPenaHHOCTb, XOTA OH W Obin
6narogapeH. N oH He cTaHeT M3BMHATBLCA 3a TO, YTO caenan. 3to 6bina ero 3emna. Ero gonr -
3aWwmLaTh Beex: MoceneHues, Yy»KakoB U BCe, YTO HAaXOAMTCA BOKPYT HUX.

Korga KnaH... BepHee, TO, YTO OT HEro OCTanoCb, 3aHANCA cBoel 0b6blyHOW paboTtoi, Meppu
BCTPETUACA Ha KyxHe ¢ MegBseaem 1 Pupom. OHM cenmn 3a 6anKaNLWINIA K ABEPU CTON U NEPEYUCINAN
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MMEHa BCeX, KTO OTCeANCA, W 3a4ayu, KOTopble OHM BbLINOAHAAM ANA KnaHa. Mepseab nucan
MeANEeHHO, pyyKa Kasanacb COIOMUHKOM B €r0 MACCUBHbIX PYKaX, KOr4a OH BOAMWA et0 N0 CTPaHULLE.
Kaxpoe nmsa Ka3anocb HOBbIM NpeaaTenbCTBOM.

Meppwn He NOHMManN, B YemM ero owmnbka. B Tom, 4To OH HblpHYA Bcaepg 3a CTapuHoM Yunnom Bo
Bpems 6ypu? B Tom, 4To OH gpanca c [peem npownon Houbto? Bbia 1M 3TO ero nNaaH NOMTU Ha ceBep C
Apuelr, ytobbl HanTM fAAcHoe Hebo? Bce Kasanocb onpaBAaHHbIM. [MpaBuabHbIM. OH He NoHMMan,
Korga nogsen ux.

3aKOHYMB NoacyeT, OHM cuaenm monya. Megseab HanMcan MMeHa WeCTUAECATU ABYX YENOBEK,
HO YMCNO He NOKa3blBano Bcel npaBgbl. Kak Meppu u nogospesan, 6bonbwana yactb 6bin1a OTMeyeHa.
[arke oTceaBwueca 6e3 onosHaBaTe/IbHbIX 3HAKOB Obl/M 340POBbIMU, TPEHUPOBAHHLIMK BOMLAMM.
Monopgple, cTapble U cnabble peako yxoaAat no cobctseHHOMY Bbibopy.

Pu¢ B380XHYN, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha rpyau.

- Mbl 0T6pakoBann MHAKOMbICAAWMX. A 4epTOBCKM pag M36aBUTbCA OT HEKOTOPbIX U3 HUX. ITO
cAenaeT Hac CUabHee B A0ITOCPOYHOM NepcneKkTmuBae.

Meageab OTN0XWA PYYKY M NpoBen pykon no bopoge.

- Al 6ecnoKolCb O KPAaTKOCPOYHOM NEPCNEKTMBE.

Meppn nocmoTpesn Ha Hero. YTo oH Mor ckasaTb? ITo bOblsia Npasaa.

- Mbl 6yaem 6onee OTKpbITbl AN1A aTaKK, KaK TONIbKO HOBOCTb 06 3TOM pacnpocTpaHUTCA. TeHb,
HaBepHoOe, cenyac rae-To Tam, PacCKasbiBaeT BCEM KOMY He MonagA, YTo NPOM30LWO.

- Mbl A,OMKHbBI YABOUTb HOYHYHO BaxTy, - cKa3an Pud.

MNeppwu KNBHYN.

- Coenait at0. - OH nocmoTpen Yyepes 3an. 3a Asa AHA MNOTOK cTan cBuaeTenem AnNKon sdupHom
6ypu, NOKyWeHMA Ha XM3Hb Apun, U BoccTaHuA. Cnegytowmm bypet Haber? OH 3Han, YTO 3TO
npousonaet. YaBanBaa HOYHYIO OXPaHy WUAKN HET, OHU BblNn CAULWKOM ysa3BUMBbI. Ero He yamnsmno 6ol
BO3paLLeHMe YrnaHa, 4tTobbl OTbIrpaTbCsa HA NOCENEHUN.

Korga Meppu BepHynca JOMOM, Ha nonaHe Gbl0 CAMWKOM TUXO M NycTto. EMy He Tepnenocb
nposepuTtb Aputo. [lOCTaTOYHO /I OHa 340pOBa, 4Tobbl MATU Ha ceBep? Cnosa Puda, ckasaHHble
NPOLW/IOA HOYbIO, 3XOM OTAABa/UCL B ero ronose. «MOTOK Hy*KaaeTcAa B Tebe 34ecb». Kak oH mor
NMOKUHYTb MX ceityac? Kak oH mor ocTaTbCA, Koraa oTBET Ha Mx 6e3onacHoOCTb Mor BbITb rae-To Tam?

OH Bowen B gom u ysugen lpuHa u MNpyTuKa, opyLmnx Apyr Ha Apyra nepepg cnanbHel Banna.
YBuAEB ero, OHU NPUTUXIN.

- Mep... — Hayan rosopuTb MNpyTUK, N Ha ero aAnue NPOMEbKHY/I0 YyBCTBO BUHbI. - Mbl nCKaau
Besge...

Meppu NPOTUCHYACA MUMO HUX U BOpBasaca B KOMHaTy. OH yBuaen nyctyo KposaTb. CmAToe
ogesno. OH nocmoTpen Ha TymOBOYKYy M He yBMAEen pe3HOoro cokona. He ysmgen cymky Apuun. He
yBuaen ee.

- PokOT TOXKe ucyes, - ckasan lNpytnk. OH cTtoAn B ABepaAx BmecTte ¢ PUHOM, M OHM 0ba
CMOTpEU Ha Hero.

Yronek NnpOTUCHYACA MeXAY HUMMU, ero LWanka ynana Ha nosn.

- Al BUAen, Kak oHn yxoamnun. OHU npocuan nepenaTtb, YTo no3aboTatcs o Jiue n o AcHom Hebe.

Meppu cTosan, B6Upana B ceba npasAay, B yLwax y HErO LYMENO OT KPOBW.

OHuM ywnn 6e3 Hero, HoO OH MOT 1x BbicieanTb. OHM BNepeamn TOIbKO Ha HECKOJIbKO YacoB. Eciun
OH No6eXunT, TO OroOHUT X, HO HE MOT 3acTaBUTb ceba ABMraTbCA.

Pud npotncHynca BHyTpb. OH ornagen KOMHaTy, YepTbIXaAch.

- Mpoctn, Meppu.

HeoxugaHHble  UCKpeHHUe cnoBa BbiBenu [eppu n3 TpaHca.

OHa ywna.
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Bonb npowna yepes oHemeHue. MNeppn oToABUHYN ee. TOoNKan BCEM CBOMM CYLLECTBOM, MOKa
He NoXopoHu. NoKa He BEPHY/ICA B OLEeNEHEHME.

OH nogowen K ABepw 1 NOAHAN WaNKy YronbKa.

- Tbl yPOHUA, - CKa3an OH, BO3BpaLLan ee.

3aTeM OH BbILWE/ HA NONAHY U HAaNPaBWU/CA KyAa rnasa rnagar.
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I'maBa 16. APUA

— BoT. Bbinen Bogpbl.

Apwus noKayana ronoBoin, otogsuras bypatok. OHa Ablwana yepes cxKaTtble rybbl, 0XXngaa Kkorga
nponaeT TowHoTa. Tpasa BONHAaMM NepeKaTbiBanack y Hee nepes rnasamu. OHa moprana, Nnoka Ta He
ocTtaHoBMnacb. OHa Aake He nNpeanonarana, 4to byaeTt YyBCTBOBATbL CeHA elle XyXKe, YEM HECKO/IbKO
4acoB Hasag, HO 3TO 6blI0 MMEHHO TaK. fg BCe elwe TeK Mo ee BeHam, ee Teno CONpPOTMBAAIOCH
KaXaomy Liary.

- CKOpO CTaHeT niyyLue, - ckasan PoKoT. - OH NOKMHET TBOM OpPraHU3Mm.

- OH BO3HEHaBUANT MeHA.

- Bpag nw.

Apusa BbINPAMMAACb, KPEMKO MPUKMMAA PyKy K BOKy. OHM CTOANM HA XOAME, C KOTOPOro
OTKpbIBancA BWA Ha A[oAuHY [loToKa. bonblwe Bcero Ha cBeTe el xoTenocb ysuaetb [eppw,
HanpaBAAIOLLEroca K Hew.

B TO yTpO OHa nNpocHynackb OT KPMKOB KaHa Ha nonaHe. NoToK packanbiBanca. /lioan yxoannu,
Kpu4ya Ha Meppw. BbiIKpUKMBaNnM HeNpUCTOMHOCTK B ee agpec. OHa, 3aNaHMKOBAB, BblLU/IA U3 KOMHATbI
Baitna, 4tobbl Nockopee ynTM OTTyAa, NoKa [leppu He noTepan Bce. OHa Hawna PoKoTta ¢
YyNaKoOBaHHOM cyMKoM. JIne 6bina y Poros. OH ToXKe yxoan. Bblao Nerko cKpbITbCA He3ameyeHHbIMM.
Korga pecaTtku ntogen XnAblHYAN U3 NoceneHuns, oHa n POKOT NPOCTO YCKO/Ib3HYIN B APYTYHO CTOPOHY.

*anb, 4TO OHa He noBupgana Meppu nepes yxoa0m, HO OHa 3Hana ero. OH He N03BOANA Bbl et
ynTh 6€3 Hero. 310 peweHue ctonno bbl emy MoToka. OHa He Mor/1a 3TOro AONYyCTUTD.

- POKOT, Mbl A0/KHbI NPOAO/XKATb MATU. - Ecnv oHM He 6yayT ABUratbCAa Aanblue, OHA
nepegymaer.

OHa wna B NONYAEHHOM OLENEeHEeHWW, HOTW APOrKaaWu, pyKa ropena nog noBsA3KOW. 3mo K
aAy4ywemy, TBepamnna oHa cebe cHoBa u cHoBa. [leppu nolimem.

Houbto OHM HAWANKM yKpbITME Nnoa Ayb6om, MOCTOAHHbLIA A0XAb CO34aBan BOKPYr HUX 04eANo
TUXOro WyMma. POKOT NpegnoXun e noecTb, HO OHa He Moraa. Ml oH ToXKe, 3aMeTuNa OHa.

OH nogoLwen K Hel.

- No3B0O/Ib MHE NOCMOTPETb.

Apua 3aKycuna ryby, Koraa OH cHAN noBA3Ky. KolKa Ha pyke pacnyxna M MNOKpacHena,
NOKPbINAaCb KOPKOM M3 3aCOXLWEN KPOBM M YepHUA. ITO Bblia camas ypoanmsas OTMETUHA, KOTOPYHO
OHa Korga-nmbo Buaena.

- KTo 3710 caenan? - cnpocmia oHa ApOrKaLLMM OT FTHEBA ro/10COM.

- My*unHa no numenu Mpeit. OH 6e3 OTMmeTHH. OH Bcerga Ham 3aBmMaoBan.

B ronose Apuun noasmnocb nmuo. Fpein Bbin TEM KOPEHACTBIM MYXKUYMHOM, KOTOPOrO OHa BUAena
B necy BO Bpems 3pupHoi bypu, Koraa Hawna Pyyeika.

- KpoT nonyunt OTMETMHY, OH He MOr 3TOro BbIHECTU, - CKaszana Apua. - OH He mor 3Toro
O0NyCTUTb.

PoKOT noTep 3aTbI/IOK U KUBHY.

- [a. Qymato, Bce 370.

Apua KOCHynacb CTPynbes Ha pyKe.

- HanonosunHy OTmeyeHHaA, HanonoBMHY [1OCTOPOHHAA. - OHa XoTena OTHEeCTUCb K 3TOMY
JIETKOMbIC/IEHHO, HO rO/10C ee APOrHy.

PoKoT HeKoTOpoe Bpemsi Mo/i4a Habatogan 3a Hel.

- Bce 3axkuBeT, Apua. Mbl cmoXkem ee gogenatb.

OHa onycTuna pykas.

- Her... A naxe He 6blna yBepeHa, 4To xouy 6biITb OTMEYEHHOMN.

OHa noHATMA He umena, rae ee mecto. 3aecb? B pese? lecc n3rHan ee oceHblo, a Tenepb
ncnonb3yert ee. MNoToK nbiTanca youtb ee Byepa. OHa HUKyAA He BNUCbIBANach.
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OHa npuaBuHynacb 6aMKe K OrHIO M Npuaerna, HaTAHyB O4esN0 Ha naeyn. Becb geHb OHa
mep3na, ee 6un 03HO6. Bpema NoOmoXKeT, CKa3ana oHa cama cebe. flg BbIMAET U3 ee KPOBU, U KOXKaA
3axkmBeT. E HY)KHO cocpenoTounTbCcs Ha cBoel uenn. OHa gonxHa fobpatbca 40 ceBepa M HalTm
ficHoe Hebo. Paau Meppu 1 Korta. Pagu cebs.

HecmoTps Ha ycTanocTb, OHAa He Morna nepectaTb BCNOMMHATb O TOM, Kak lMeppu B Tenae u
6e30MacHOCTU NPUXKMMANCA K Her 3TUM yTpom. Cnan M OH cerogHA Ha Kpbliwe? Jyman v OH O Her?
Yepes yac oHa cena, OTKa3aBLIMCb OT CHa. XOTA r/asa PoKoTa 6bln 3aKpbiTbl, OHa BUAENA, YTO OH
TOXe He CNUT. BblparkeHne ero nua 61710 CAUWKOM HanpaXKeHHbIM.

- PokoTt, B yem geno?

OH nocmoTpen Ha Hee, ycTano mopras.

- OH MHe Kak 6parT... 1 A 3Hato, YTO OH Cenyac YyBCTBYET.

Apua axHyna, Korga ee oceHMno: yberas 6e3 06bACHEHWI, OHa caenana c [Meppu To XKe, 4To JluB
caenana c Pokotom.

- Bce no-gpyromy... passe HeT? [leppu y3HaeT, YTo A yLwna, YTobbl 3aWMUTUTL €ro, He Tak An? Tbl
BMAEN, CKONbKO Ntogen NOKMHyNo MNMoToK m3-3a meHA. Huyero 6bl M3 3TOro He cay4Ynaocb, ecam 6ol
MeHs TaM He 6bl10. MHe Hado 6bino yinuTw.

POKOT KMBHY .

- Bce paBHo 6ygeT 6o/bHO.

Apua npukana nagoHu K rnasam, caepxmeas cnesbl. PokoT 6bin npas. Korga geno goxoant oo
60211, NPUYNHBI HE UMEeIOT 3HauyeHusA. OHa ybpana pyKu.

- fl noctynuna npasuabHo. - OHa xoTena ybeantb cebs.

- Oa, - cornacunca PokoT. - Meppwu gosxkeH 6bin octatbea Tam. OH He Mmor yITU. NOTOK He MOXKeT
cebe 3Toro No3BonuUTb. - OH B3A0XHY/, NOJIOXKUB rO/IOBY Ha PYKY. - U 3aecb, cO MHOM, Tbl B 60/blUEN
H6e3onacHOCTU. A He MOTy CMOTPETb, KaK Tbl CHOBA NpMBAMKAeLWwbCA Tak 61M3KO K CMepTH.

Korga PokoT pa3byaun ee Ha pacceeTe, 4ToObl NPOBECTU eLle OANH AEHb, AOXAb NPEKPATUCA.
Y Hux bbina nepeaplwika ot Adupa nocse 6ypu, HO TEMEPb OHA BUAENA €ro rycTblie NOTOKK, beryuime
3a NoNocok cepbix 061akoB. CUHWI CBET, NPOCAYMBAACH BHM3, NPMAABan AHIO NOABOAHbIN BUA,

- Mbl bygaem cneguTb 32 HUM, - CKa3an PokoT, rnaga Ha Hee. OHM exann Noj OTKPbITbIM Hebom.
Ecnu paspasutca ewe oaHa 6ypa, UM NPUAETCS CPOYHO UCKaTb YKPbITHE.

Ecnu He cumTaTtb 6021 B pyKe, Apua npuwia B cebs. OHM CKOPO NOKUHYT TeppuToputo Meppu, u
el HyXXHO byaeT 6biTb HaueKy. C KaxkgbiMm Warom oHa npubam»Kanacb K ropoay, K Kpato. K Tomy, yto
elh HY»KHoO.

Banke K Beyepy OHa CTOANA Ha Kpato AO0NAMHbI MU CMOTPEsia Ha Hr, Ha XO/IMbl, TAHyLWMECA A0
ropusoHTa. Mpownoit oceHbto oHWU C Meppu pa3bunm narepb rae-to Tam. OHa HOCKMIA KHUMXKHble
06210XKKMN BMecTo 06yBM Ha Horax. OHa noTepsana nydwyto nogpyry. OHa elle He 3Hana, YTo noTepsna
M MaTb.

Apua nonesna B CyMKy M Hawna ¢urypky cokona. OHa cxBaTuna ee, Koraa Bbixoauna us goma
Meppwn, HYKAAACb B YEM-TO peasibHOM, YTO HaMOMMHaNO bbl el 0 Hem.

- A1 6bIn Tam, Korga OH ero caenan, - ckasan PokoT. OH cuaen, NPUCNOHMBLLUNCL K AepeBy, U
CMOTPEN Ha HEee HAaZIMTbIMU KPOBbIO rNasamu.

- boin?

POKOT KMBHYN.

- Korotb 1 Jlnue Toxe Tam 6b1an. Mbl cobupanu konnekumto ana Korra, Kaxabii U3 Hac genan
ANA Hero ceoto GUrypky. He NpoLwno n NATU MUHYT, Kak JIuB nope3ana naney,. - OH cnabo ynblbHycs,
NOrpy3uBLIMCb B BOCMOMWHAHMA. - OHA 3Bepb C HOXKOM. HMKaKoM yTOHYeHHOCTM Boobuwe. Yepes
HECKO/ZIbKO MUHYT Mbl C HElM O0TKa3a/IMCb OT 3aTen, Ho Meppu npoaonKan genatb Gurypky ana Korra.

Apua nposena 6oabWKMM NanbLem MO rnaakor nosepxHocTu. Kaxkabih M3 HUX Korga-nnbo
AEeprKan CoKkona B CBOEM NagoHu. byayT am oHu Koraa-HMbyab BmecTe?
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Cnepytowmin yac oHa nposena, Nnpucnocabameanch K 3ByKam neca, YCTaBMBLUMCb HA CTAaTy3TKY B
pyKe u Habntopgas, Kak 3acbinaeT PokoT. 3gecb 6bian Bonku. BaHabl 6poasr M KaHHMbGanos. OHa,
NPUCNYLWMBAACL, Pa3/iMyana y30pbl HA BETPY U LLOPOX KMBOTHbLIX, MOKa He ybegmnacb, YTO OHM B
6e3sonacHocTu. MoTom oHa ybpana cokona un gocrtana Cmaptemsop.

Mpowao Tpu AHA C Tex Nop, Kak OHa cBA3biBasacb € eccom Ha naaxe. OHa B3rNAHyNa Ha
cnawero Pokota M BKAuMMnNa npubop. BM30Op NOAKAYMMACA, M KOrga aKTMBMpPOBanach
buoTtexHonorus, nosasunca ee CMapTCKPUH.

OHa Bblbpana MKOHKY lecca, a 3aTemM MOYYBCTBOBA/sa 3HAKOMbI PbIBOK GPaKLMOHUPOBAHMUA,
TOT MOMEHT, Korga ee pasym npucnocobunca 6biTb 3gecb M Tam. OHa OKasanacb B Kade B
BeHeunaHckom Mupe. B HEeCKONbKMX Warax oT Hee roHA0bl CKONb3WAKW BAOAb [paHa-KaHana, po3bl
naaBasn B CBEPKAKOLWEN, YNCTOM BoAe. bbln NpeKkpacHbIN, COMHEYHbIN, TENAbIA AEHb, OT/NBAIOLLNIA
3010TOM. [4e-TO Urpan CTPYHHbIN KBAPTET, HOTbl BbIZIN TOHKUMU U TOMKUMM.

lecc cnpen 3a MmaneHbKMM CTONMKOM. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH nepeoaencAa B KOCTIOM LiBeTa CI0HOBOM
KOCTU C raJICTYKOM B ronybyto nonocky ¢ KpacHbiM. OH 3aropen, Ho 3addeKT 6bin cTpaHHbiM. OH
BbIFNA4EN CTPAHHO CTapLUe... UK, ckopee, banKe K cBOeMy UCTMHHOMY Bo3pacTy 6onee cta net. Ero
KOXa MMena OpaH¥KeBbIN OTTEHOK M Bblna Tak HEMOXOXKa Ha HPOH30BYHO KOXKY Meppwu.

lecc Haxmypunca, yBuaes ee oaexay. MNpexae 4em oHa CMOr/ia NPOU3HECTU XOTb CNOBO, OHa
NOYyBCTBOBAsIa TONYOK, C/IOBHO BCe ee Teno MoprHyno. OHa nocmoTtpena BHU3. fonyboe wenkosoe
nnaTbe obnerano ee, Kak BTopaa Koxa.

l'ecc ynbibHyNCA.

- Tak-To nyyuwe.

Ee cepaue 3abunnock OT rHeBa.

- [opasgo, - oTBeTU/1a OHa.

Mopowen odnLMaHT c NOAHOCOM, Hecs Kode. TeMHOor1asblii U KpacuBbl, OH MOT 6bl COMTU 33
6pata PokoTa. OH ynblbHYyACA, CTaBA HAaNUTKM Ha CTOA. Tennblil BETEPOK NPOHECcAs MMMO, NpPUHeCA
NPsAHbLIM 3anax OAEKO/IoHa W LeBens BOMOCbl ApuM Ha ee obHaXeHHOW crnnHe. Bce 6blo Tak
HOopmanbHO, 6e3onacHoO M ovaposatesnbHo. log Hasag [Meican nHyna Obl ee nofg CTO/IOM U3-3a
yNbl6KM odurumaHTa. Kaneb otopsanca 6bl oT anbboma 1 3akaTun rnasa. OHa BAPYr NpuLWAa B APOCTb
OT TOro, HaCKO/IbKO MPYOHOU CTana ee *KMU3Hb.

lecc oTxnebHyn Koode.

- Tol B nopaake, Apus?

3Han n oH, YTo ee oTpaBMaAn? Mor M OH onpeaennTb 3To No rnasam? Yepes xumuio ee Tena?

- Y MeHs Bce 3aMeyaTesibHO, - OTBETM/A OHa. - Kak camn?

- MoTpAcatowe, - ckasan OH, OTBEYaA Ha ee capka3m. - Tbl yXKe B NyTU. Tbl NyTewecTByellb
oaHa?

- A Bam KaKoe geno?

lnasa lecca cysmnuce.

- Mbl 06HapyXunan bypto pagom c Bamu.

ApuA yXMblNbHYNAChb.

- Al ToXKe ee 3ameTHNa.

- Mory npeacrtasuTb.

- HeT, He mokeTe. 'ecc, MHe HY»KHO 3HaTb, €C/IM YTO-TO NpoucxoamT B Ipese. Bbl nocTpaganu ot
6ypu? ECcTb Kakne-HMbyab noBpexaeHma?

OH moprHy-n.

- Tbl YMHasA AeBoYKa. YTo Aymaewb?

- He BaXkHO, 4TO A gymato. MHe Hy*KHO 3Hamb. MHe HyHbl [0Ka3aTeNbCcTBa, YTo ¢ Kortem Bce B
nopsake. 1 xouy yBuaeTb CBOMUX Apy3en. N A xody 3HaTb, YTO Bbl cObMpaeTech AenaTb, Korga A Aam
BaM mecTtonoJsioxkeHue AcHoro Heba. Bbl nepemectute Becb Moaynb? Kak Bbl 3TO caenaete? - Apus
HaK/JIOHUNACb Yepes CTO. - A 3Hato, YTO AeNnato, HO Kak HacyeT Bac? Kak HacyeT Bcero ocmasbHo207?
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lecc nocTy4yan nanbuamm N0 MPamMOpPHOM CTONELLHULE.

- Tenepb Tbl NPOCTO O4apoBaTenbHa. MnsHb cpeau OuKapei noaxoauT Tebe.

BHe3anHO Mup norpysmnocb B TUWKMHY. ApuA NOCMOTPena Ha KaHan. foHgona 3amepna Ha
BOAE, HENOABUXKHOM, KaK cTekno. Ctaa ronybein nosucna B BO3ayxe, NoMMaHHas B nosete. Jlioam ¢
MaHWKOM Ha NuMUax Orns4blBaAMCb NO CTOPOHam. 3atem Mup BOCCTAHOBWMACA, 3BYKM U ABUMKEHUE
BEPHY/IUCD.

- Y10 3mo 6b1n0? - noTpeboBana oHa. - OTBeYalTe, MU Mbl 3aKOHYMM.

lecc caenan ewe oAWH rNOTOK Kode M cTan HabaoaaTb 3a ABUKeHMeM Ha paHa-KaHane, Kak
6yATO HMYEro He NPOU3OLLNO.

- KaK Tbl gymaelub, Tbl CMOXELb YHUTU, €CAM A 3TOro He xouy? - OH CHOBa MOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee. -
Mbl 3aKOHYMM, KOTAa A CKaXKy.

Apua cxBaTuia cBon Kode M nnecHyna B Hero. TeMHasa KMAKOCTb 3abpbi3rasa ero Anuo u
CBET/bIA KOCTIOM. ['ecc oTnpAHyA, 3a4bIXaACb, XOTA 3TO He NPUYMHUAO eMy 60au. Huuto B Mupax He
MOTN0 MPUYUHUTL HacTosawyk 6onb. Camoe 6Honblee, YTO OH MOYYBCTBYET, 3TO TEMJIO, HO OHA
yansuna ero. Tenepb OHa 3aBiajena ero BHUMaHUEM.

- Bce ewe xoTuTe, 4TOODLI A OCTanacb? - CNPOCKAA OHA.

OH ncyes npexkae, Yem OHA 3aKOH4YWMIA TOBOPWUTb, OCTAaBMB €€ CMOTPETb Ha MycToM CTya. XoTA
OHa 3Hana, 4YTo 370 HyaeT 6eccMmbICIEHHO, OHA NOMbITaNACh BbIKNOUYMTL BM3op. [esyLiKa bbiia rotosa
NOJIHOCTbIO BEPHYTLCA B PEaNbHOCTb.

HECAHKLUMOHWMPOBAHHAA KOMAHZA - BCnbIXHYN0 Ha ee CMapTCKpUHe.

Yto Tenepb? OPUUMAHT 3arnaHyn B OKHO Kade, B €ro rnasax BCMbIXHY/N WHTepec. Apwus
OTBEpHy/acb, rNaaAa Ha KaHan. lNapoyka obHMManacb Ha BepLIMHE YKPALEHHOrO OPHAMEHTOM
LEeMEHTHOro MoCTa, Habntoaana 3a TeyeHnem BoAbl BHM3Y. OHa nonbiTanacb NpeAcTaBUTb, YTO 3TO ee
npuXanm K nepunam. 41o ato MNeppun OTKMAbIBAET ee BOJIOCbl B CTOPOHY M WenyeT el Ha yxo. MNeppwu
HeHaBnaen Mupbl. OHa He Mor/ia NpeAcTaBUTb cebe TaKyto KapTUHY.

B BepxHem yrny ee CMapTCKpUHaA NOABUACA CYETYMK BpemeHW. OH OTCYUTbIBAN TpuALaTb
MUHYT. Apus cobpanacbk c gyxom. ['ecc 4To-To 3agymann.

B cneayrowee MrHOBeHME OHa MepeHecnacb B gpyronm Mwup, OKasaBWMCb Ha AepPeBAHHOM
nupce. BHU3y MArKO NeCKasca OKeaH, a Haj, ro/IoBOM KpUYanum Yaku, n3gasasn KPpMKAMBbIE Napogmm
Ha CBOM HacToAwMme Bepcun. Ha camom KoHue nupca cnaen manbunk. OH cMOTpen Ha mope, Ho Apua
TOYHO 3Hana, Kem oH bbin.

Korotb.

OHa uyscTBOBana ceba 6onbHON. OHa XxoTena 3HaATb, YTO NAEMAHHUK [leppn 340pOB, HO He
6blna yBepeHa, YTo Xo4eT ero 3Hamoe. OHa He xoTena BONHOBaTbCA 60/blle, YEM yKe BOoHOBaNach. U
YTO OHa A0/1KHa bblna emy cKasaTb? KoroTb gaxe He 3Han ee. OHa nocmoTpena Ha ceba. Mo KpanHe
Mepe, OHa BEPHYAaCb B CBOKO OObIYHYIO YEPHYIO O4EXKAY.

CyeTunK BpemeHM MOKasbiBa/ ABaAuUATb BOCeMb MWHYT. OHA CTOANA TaM YXKe ABe MMUHYTbI.
lMoKayaB ronoBoOM, OHa NOAOLLIA K HEMY.

- Korotb?

OH BCKOYMNI Ha HOTM M NOCMOTPEN Ha HEE LUMPOKO PACKPbLITbIMKU OT yaAnBAeHUA rnazamu. OHa
HMKOrga He BCcTpedvasna Korta, HO BMAena ero ogHaxabl. HeCKoOnbKo mecAaues Hasaa, Korga lNeppu
nocetun Korta B8 Mupax, oHa cmoTpesia Ha Hero Ha 3KkpaHe. OH 6bln NOPa3nUTeIbHbIM MaZIbYUKOM C
BbIOLWMMMUCA KALWITAHOBLIMU BOJIOCAMWU U CEPLE3HbIMM 3e/EHbIMU FNa3aMKn, TEMHEE U HaCblLEeHHee,
yem y Meppwn.

- Kto TbI? - Cnpocun oH.

- Opyr 1BOErO AAAM.

OH noao03puTEeNIbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

- Torpa noyemy A Tebs He 3Hato?
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- l no3HaKomKunacb C HUM Moc/e TOro, KaKk Teba yTawmau B MNpesy. MeHaA 30ByT Apua. A 6bina c
Meppwu, Korga oH noceTun Tebsa B Mmpax NPOLINOI OCEHbIO... i MOMOrana eMy CHapyKMu.

KoroTb NpoCcyHyn ya0uKy MeXay nepeknagnHamum AepesaHHOro nupca.

- Tak Tbl MoceneHka?

- Ja... n NTocTopoHHAA TOXe. 1 HAN0/I0BUHY TaK U TaK.

- 0... A 20e TbI? CHapyxu unu B Ipese?

- CHapy»Ku. Boobuie-To... A cuKy pagom ¢ PokoTom.

lnasa KorTts 3abnectenu.

- PokoT pagom?

- OH cnuT, HO KOrAa NPOCHeTCA, A nepefam emy NpuBeT. - Y Nupca neXkana ewe oaHa yAaouKa.
KoroTb pbibaunn o6ommu. OH e 6bin 13 MoToka, nogymana oHa. OH, HaBepHoe, pbibaunn Bce cBOU
BOCEMb NeT. - Mory A npucoeguHUTLCA K Tebe?

OH He BbIrNA4EeN CHACTINBbIM, HO CKa3an:

- KoHeuHo.

ApuAa B3ANa BTOPYI YAOYKY M cena pagom ¢ HMUM. OHa He morna noBepuTb, YTO CMyCTA
HECKONIbKO AHel NpouBaHWA B pblbalKoM nocesnke, oHa Tenepb pblbaunt B Mupe. OHa mnsydyana
AEePEeBAHHYIO YA04KY B CBOMX PyKaX, MOHMMaA, YTO NOHATUA HE UMEET, KaK eé 3abpocuTb. PaHblue oHa
pbibaumna B apyrom Mupe. To 6bi1 Mup Kocmumueckoi Pbibanku, rae CTpensanm Kprodkamu B pbiby,
KorZa nablnv Yepes Kocmoc. 34ech e b6bina poibanka, Kak genanun gpesHue.

- OMM... BOT, - cKaszan KoroTb, 3abupasn y Hee yaouKy. OH meaNieHHO OTTO/IKHYACA, YTObbl e
CTaNo BUAHO, KaK M YTO OH AeNaeT, a 3aTeM OH 3aKUHYA ee.

- Cnacmbo.

OH noxan nneyamu, He rNALA Ha Hee, M Hayan pasmaxmBaTb HOraMu, CBECMB WX C Nupca.
Bnepea-Ha3ag, Bnepen-Hasag, Bnepea-Hasagd. «fA ycTalo cMAeTb CMOKOMHO», - KaK-TO CKasan ew
Meppun. OueBMOHO, 3TO NepenaBanoCb B UX CEMbE.

- loma mMbl YaLLe Nosb3yemMca ceTamu, - ckazan KoroTb Yepes HeKOTopoe Bpems.

- O, Heyxenn? - OHa Hawynana cneaywowmin sonpoc. TaMmep NOKa3biBan ABaguaTb Tpwu
MWHYTbI. — Tbl UTO 60/bLIE NOOULWL: PbIBGANKY MM OXOTY?

OH nocmoTpen Ha Hee Tak, CI0BHO OHA bblna cymacweaLwen.

- Al nrobnto 1 To M apyroe.

- A morna bbl goragatbca. Tbl BbITAAML b XOPOLIO Pa3bMparowmmca u B TOM U B 3TOM. - OH cTan
Kpenue, 340poBee, YemM KOraa OHa BMAENA ero OCeHbIHO.

KoroTb noyecan Hoc.

- A mory noBuTb M NOBUTb pblby, HO 3TOT Mup He nossonsaeT Tebe ee rotoBuTb. A NbiTanca
HeCKo/IbKO pas. Al Habupan gpPOB M NbITaNCA PA3BECTM KOCTEP, HO HMUYEro He Bbixoanno. B Mupax Het
orHA. Hy OH TyT ecTb, HO 3TO BeAb KaK BUA, OTHA?

Apwua 3aKkycuB ryby, KuBHyna. OHa CIMLLIKOM XOPOLIO 3TO 3HaNa.

- Tbl gonKeH nocetuTb KynmHapHbin Mup, 4tobbl NpUrotToBuTb pbiby, HO 3TO 6esymue. U gaxke
Korga Tbl Cbelb ee, OHA He HAMNONHUT TBOM KeNyAoK Moc/ie TOro, Kak Tbl NOKMHewb Mup. He Tak
BECe/I0 N0BUTb €€, Korga HeT cMmbica.

Apus ynblbHynacb. [Moka OH roBopwua, ero Horu nepecranan 6onTaTbCa, a mexay b6poBamu
NOABUANACL CKNAAKA.

- Al yBepeHa, 4YTo ecTb MecCTa, rae Tbl MOXKELIb NOCOPEBHOBATLCA, - NPeA/IOKNAA OHa.

- Pagu yero?

- Pagu peinTunHra, 3Haewsb n. Tbl MOXKeLwb bbiTb Ha NEPBOM MecCTe.

- O3HayaeT M nepBoe MeCTO, YTO A MOTY FOTOBUTb U €CTb TO, YTO JI0BANIO?

Apua paccmesanace.

- CKopee Bcero, HerT.
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- Bo3moXHO, A BCe paBHO nonpobyto. - OH NOCMOTPEN HA OKeaH WM MOKayan HOramu, npexae
4yem CHOBA 3aroBOPUTbL. - A Xouy AOMOM. Al Xouy yBUAETb AAALO.

OHa noyvyBCTBOBasa, Kak y Hee cTaHyno ropno. OH He cnpawwusan o6 otue. OHa ragana,
AOraflaNcA M OH, YTO NpousoWwno Mmexay Bannom u Meppu, Ho cnpawwusaTtb bbi10 He ee geno. [Jo
Hee AOLWNOo, YTo y Hero 6bonblie HeT poanuteneit. OH Bbin CMPOTON, KaK U OHa.

- Tol HecyacTaus B pese? - cnpocuna oHa.

OH nokavan ronosomn.

- HeT. Al npocTo xouy gomon. MHe yxKe nyywe. 3aewHMe Bpaum BblIeYNAN MEHA.

- 910 3g0p0BO, Korotb. - OHa BCNomHMAA, Kak Meppu rosopun ei, yto Korotb 6bin 6oneH. - A
cobupatoch BbITalWmTb TebA 1 BepHYTb oMoW, B [oToK. Obeluato.

OH noyecan KOJIEHO, HO HUYero He cKkasan.

- Tbl KOTAA-HMbYAb pblbauna ¢ gpyrom?

- Knapa xoanna co mHon. OHa cecTpa bpyK. MoeT Tbl 3Haewb bpyK?

Apua NnpornoTnna CMeLLoK.

- Oa, A 3Hato bpyk. Moyemy Knapa nepecrana c Tob6oi pbibaunts?

- Ei ctano cky4yHo. OHa pgymaet, 4To 3TOT MuUp cavMWKOM meanuteneH. HUKTO He nobut
pbI6aunTb TaKMM 06pasom.

- MHe oH HpaBuTcA. MoxeT, Kak-HMbyab NoBTOPMM?

KoroTb McKOCa B3r/IAHYN Ha Hee U YbIOHYACA.

- Xopouwo.

Bce octanbHOe Bpems, 4TO OHWM nNpoBenn Bmecte, KOroTb pacckasbiBan e o pbibe, KOTOpyto
nonman 3gecb. KaKylo NpMMaHKy Mcnonb3oBan. B Kakoe BpemaA cyToK. [pM KaKMX NOroAaHbIx
YC/NOBUAX.

OH cKnoHun ronoBy Habok, Korga ero ronoc ctan marye. Ero Horn He nepectaBanu 6onTaTbea
Hag Kpaem nupca. Heckonbko pas, Koraa oH ynbibanca, el NpuWwaoCb CMOTPETb Ha Mope U
YyCMOKamBaTb ApblXaHWe... OH 6bln Tak NOXoX Ha csBoero gsaat. OHa obHANa ero, Korga CYeTyuk
onycTuaCca o HynA, noobewas, YTO CKOPO CHOBA NPUAET K HEMY.

Apua nepewna B gpyron Mup — odwuc. l'ecc cnaen 3a rnagkum, cepbim CTOIOM CO CTEKNAHHOWN
CTeHOM no3aau Hero. CKBO3b HEro OHa Bugena naHopamy [pesbl, ee AOM BCHO €e XU3Hb C ee
3aKpyrneHHbIMM ypoBHAMU. OT OTKpbIBLIErocA BUAA Yy Hee nNepexBaTuno AbixaHue U NOTAHYNO0
Bnepes. OHa 6bina B Mupax AecATKM pa3 ¢ Feccom c Tex Nop, Kak ee U3rHaam, HoO OHa He Buaena
Moaynb, cBOM haKTUYECKMI AOM 4O CUX NOP.

lecc 3aroBopua npexae, 4em OoHa caenana war.

- MpuUATHBIN BU3KUT, - CKa3an oH. - OH He CcTpajgaeT, Kak Tbl BUAena. A HagelCb, Mbl CMOXKEM
AeprKaTb ero Takum obpasom u ganblie.
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I'nasa 17. IEPEI'PUH

- Knanucsb, Bain, - ckasan MNeppwu, npucraBasa HoX K ropay bpaTta. Ero ronoc 3syyan C/nLLKOM
pe3Ko, KaK rosioc oTua, a pyKu ApoXKaau TaK CUAbHO, YTO OH HE MOT yaep}KaTb KANHOK. OH npuxan
Baina K TpaBe Ha nyctom none.

- Knactbea Tebe? Tobl Ke He cepbe3Ho. Tbl NOHATMA He uMeewb, YTo Aenaelwsb, Meppu. MNpusHan
aTo.

- 1 3Hato, uTO Aenato.

Baiin paccmesnca.

- Torga noyemy oHUW octaBuan Teba? Moyemy oHa Tebsa 6pocuna?

- 3aTKHUCb! - Meppm NpuKan KAMHOK K ropay 6paTa, HO Balin TONbKO ele rpomye paccMmensca.

BHe3anHo 3To okasanca He Bain. 310 6bina Apua. Kpacmeaa. Takas KpacuBas nog, HUM, Ha
KpoBaTu Banna. OHa paccmeAnacb, Korga OH NPUCTaBUA HOXK K ee ropay. [leppu He moOr OTHATb
K/IMHOK, KOTOPbIM APOXKan B €ro pyKe, KOraa oH NPUXKMMAN ee K rnaaKon Koxke Ha ee wee. OH He mor
OCTaHOBUTb cebs, a el 6bI10 BCce paBHO. OHA NpPoAo/Kana CMeATbCA.

Meppu BblpBancA M3 KowMmapa M BCKOUYMA Ha Horn. OH rPOMKO BbIpyraaca, He B CUAax
caepKatbea. [oT KaTuacA No ero cnuvHe, OH 3aApblxancs.

- Nonerye. MNonerye, Meppu, - ckazan Pud. OH cuaen Ha NecTtHuue, 03abOYEHHO Haxmypus
6posu.

B nome 6b1710 TEMHO 1 MepPTBEHHO THXO. lNeppun He cabiwan obbivHOro xpana Lectepku. OH 6bl
BCEX pasbyaun.

- Tol B nopaake? - cnpocun Pud.

Meppn noBepHyAcs K TeHAM, npsya auuo. [sa aHA. Ee He 6bi1o ABa aHA. OH nNOTAHY/CA 3a
pyballKoi 1 HaTsaHyA ee.

- Co MHOM BCe XOpOLLO, - OTBETU/ OH.

Meagezb *KAan ero, Koraa OH BbilWe Ha yuuy.

- Hawwn psagpbl nopeaenu Kak Hukoraa, MNeppu. A 3Hao 310. HO MHe Hy»KHO, 4TO6bl MoK noan
OTAOXHY/IN. ITO C/ILWKOM - NPOCUTb MX LeNbli AeHb paboTaTb B N0O/ie, @ MOTOM HECTU HOYHYHO BaxTy.
HeKOTOpbIM U3 HAC HYXXEH COH.

Meppw HanpAarca. B nocnegHee Bpems OH cnan ewe MeHblue, U BCe 3TO 3HaAM.

- Mbl He MoXem No3BoIUTb cebe, YUToObl Hac aTakoBaN. MHe HyXKHbl 1041 HA CTpaxKe.

- MHe Hy»KHa NOMOLLb B OYMCTKE ApeHarKHbIX KaHas, MNeppun. MHe HyXHa nomoLlb B 06paboTke
nousbl M Nocese. MHe He HY)KHO, YTObbI toAM Xpanenu, Koraa oHM AOKHbI paboTaThb.

- PaboTait c Tem, yto nmeellb, Measeab. KaK 1 Bce octanbHble.

- [1a, HO Mbl HE NONYYUM M NONOBUHbBI TOTO, YTO HAM HYKHO.

- Torga penavt HanonosuHy! A He CHUMY NtOAEN C BaXTbl.

Megageab 3amep, KaK U HECKONIbKO 4enoBeK Ha nonaHe. Meppu He NMOHMMAA, KaK OHU He
NoHUMatoT. MoyTn YyeTBepTb KNaHa pacceanacb. KOHeYHO, OHW He morau caenatb Bce. OH Hageanca
pa3fobbiTb NPOBM3MIO ANA NyTewecTBMA KnaHa K AcHomy Heby, HO nocne ywepba, NpUYMHEHHOTO
adpupHon bypeir, 1 NoTepwn NtOAEN, BCE, YTO OH MOT CAENATb, 3TO MPOCTO KOPMMUTb MX KaXKablA OEHbD.
OHM bbinn NeperpyeHbl paboToi U Hegoedann, U OH Hy*KAaACA B pelweHnn npobaem.

OH 064yMbiBan BapuMaHTbl B TEYEHUE AHA, O4MLLAA CTOKM Ana Megseasa v NnpoBepAs 3alWmTHble
mepbl MNoToKa. Pue pabotan pagom c HUM, Tak 611M3K0, Kak ero TeHb. Koraa Puda He 6bin10, ero mecto
3aHuUman oaunH ms Lectepkn. OHM He ocTasnAnm ero ogHoro. [Jaxke Yronek, KasaaocCb, y4acTBOBan B
3TOM, NpUCoeANHAACH K Meppn, ecnmn TOT OTAYYaNCA HA HECKOIbKO MUHYT, YTObbI NObObITL OA4HOMY.

OH He 3Han, Yero oT Hero *AyT. [epBOHAYaNbHbIN LWOK NpoLes, U Tenepb OH BUAEN CUTyaumto
TaKOW, KaKaa OHa ecTb. POKOT 1 Apua ywnun, oHW oTnpaBuancb K Poram, 4ytobbl Haintu Jlus u AcHoe
He60. CKOpO OHM BEpHYTCA, BOT U BCe. TaK U A0/MKHO bbITb. OH He No3BonAN cebe AymaTb Aanblue.
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B TOT Beuep yXuH 6bia No3aHMM. OHKM NOTEePAAn TPex NOBAPOB M3 rPYNnbl YUnaHa, U B KyxXHe
6b1N10 CTPaHHO NycTO M TUXO. MNeppyn He YyBCTBOBA BKyCa NULLKM, HO €/, NOTOMY YTO KnaH Habaogan
33 HUM. [ToTOMYy YTO OH AOJ/IKEeH bbln NOKasaTb UM, Kak b6bl BCe HE M3MEHWIOCb, 3aBTPa BCE PaBHO
HaCTynuT.

Pud nocnepoBan 3a HWM, KOr4a OH BblWeN M3 KYXHUM W HaNpaBUACA K BOCTOYHOMY
HabnogatenbHOMY NyHKTY. Meppu 4yyBCTBOBA/, Kak Pud HabupaeTca cmenocTn cKasaTb YTO-TO Ha
xoay. C:KaB PYKM B KyNaKW, OH XAaN, YTO €My CKaXKyT: YTO eMy HYXKeH COH, nan 6onblue TepneHus,
VAN U TO N apyroe.

- Y)KaCHbIW YXUWH, - CKa3an, HakoHel, Pno.

Meppw BbIAOXHYN, HANPSAXKEHME NOKMHYO ero nanblpl.

- Morno 6bITb 1 Nyywe.

Pud nocmoTpen Ha Hebo.

- Tol yyBCTBYELWDb?

Meppu KMBHYA. HKeHWe B HOCY NpeaynpeXKaano ero, 4to eute ogHa bypa He 3a ropamu.

- Tenepb no4TH BCerga.

CTpyAwMmica, arpeccmMBHbiM dduUp Npuaasan HOUM CMHE-MpamopHoe cBeyeHue. MNocne bypwm
CNoKOoMHoe HebO nNpoaeprkanocb BCEro oguH AeHb. Tenepb MexXay AHEM M HOYbiO NOYTK He 6blno
pasHuubl. IHM 6bl1M OMpadeHbl obaakamu ¢ ronybbim otbneckom ddumpa. Houm bbinn ocBelleHbl Tem
e cambiM. OHM CAMBANUCb BMECTE, Kpas Pacn/iblBaancb B 6€CKOHEYHbIN AeHb. BeuHyto Houb.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Puda.

- MHe Hy»HO, 4TObbI Tbl OTNPaBUA coobLeHme.

Pud nogHan 6posw.

- Komy?

- MappoHy. - Meppn He xOTen NPOCUTb Y HEro NOMoLLM cHoBa. OH yXKe Aenan 3TO HECKONbKO
MecsALEeB Hasaf, Korga Uckan y Hero ybexuua c Pokotom u Apueit. Ho nonoxeHue MNoTtoKa 6bisio
CANWKOM cnabbim. OH HyKAaanca B nuwe 1 B ntogax. OH nonpocut 06 o40MKEHUN, NPEXKAE YEM ero
KNaH YMpEeT C rofiogy Uamn notepsaeT noceneHune nocne Habera.

Pu¢ cornacunca.

- Xopowana ugea. 3aBTpa nepsbim 4e/I0M now o MpuHa.

[ake nocne Toro, Kak oH ¢ Pnudom npuwam Ha cmeHy, MNMpyTnK n FpUH OoCTanmncb Ha NOCTy,
CrPYAUBLUMCDL HA KPato CKAZINCTOro BbicTyna. OHM BYUETBEPOM CUAENM B YIOTHON TULLIMHE, KOT4a Havan
ONYCKaTbCA NIErKUIA TYMaH.

Xang n XengeH npmbblan Bckope nocne Hux, OTWeneHey, cnegoBan 3a HAMKU. Y HuUxX bbina
HOYHAA CMeHa, Yy BCex TPoux. 3a YKuHOm [leppu He pa3 BuAen, Kak Xang 3eBaeT. OHu
pPacnonoXMAnMcb BAONb CMOTPOBOWM NAOLWAAKM, Habnoaan, Kak TymaH cryuiaetca Ao aoxaa. Mo-
npeXHemy HUKTO He FOBOPWUA U He yXoau.

- CNOKOWMHAas HOoYb, - HaKOoHeLl, NnpousHec MpyTuK. - A nmeto B BUAY, Mbl MonYnm. HeT goxKas. -
Ero rosioc 3Byyan cKkpunyye v Xpunsao nocsae AoAroro Moa4YaHumsA.

- Tol cben narywky, MpyTUK? - cnpocnn XengeH.

- Bo3morKHO cerogHaA B cyne 6blan NATYLWKK, - NPesnonoxKua MpuH.

Xana XMbIKHYA.

- JIAryWwKun BKycHee 3Ton Tpebyxu.

MpyTUK oTKawnanca.

- 3Haelb, OA4HAXAbI A YYTb HE CbeN KUBYIO NATYLLIKY, - CKa3an OH.

- MpyTUK, Tbl MOXOHC Ha NATYLWKY. Y Teba narywaybm rnasa.

- MoKaXu Ham, KaK BbICOKO Tbl ymeeLlb npbiraTh, MpyTuK.

- 3aTKHMCb M Aal eMy MPOKBAKaTb 3Ty UCTOPMUIO.
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Cama no cebe nctopus 6bi1a He oveHb. B aetcTee MNpyTHK YyTb 66110 HE NOLLENOBAN NATYLIKY Ha
cnop c¢ 6paTom, HO Ta BbICKO/Ib3HY/A Yy HEro M3 NajbLeB M 3anpbirHyna B poT. 370 bbina
Henoaxoaawas uctopua gns MpyTuka. B cBou gBaguaTh TPU roga OH elle HM pasy He LesoBan
AeBywkKy, n Lectepka 3Hana o6 3Tom, KakK OHM 3HANM MNouTM Bce gpyr o apyre. MNocneposana
pacnpaBa, KOraa OHM Hananu Ha [pyTuKa, roBopA pasHble BeliW, YTO, BOSMOXHO, eMy cieayeT
BOJIHOBATbLCA, YTO MOCNE NATYLWKM AeBYLKa CTaHET Pa304apOBaHMEM, U YTO OHU MOAAEPHKAT €ro B
MOWCKax HalTW NpuUHLa.

Meppu cnywan, ynbibanacb, U 4yBCTBOBAN cebs nydwe, Yem 3a nocnegHue Asa AHA. HakoHel,
CHOBA CTA/I0 TUXO, EC/IN HE CYMTATb PUTMA HECKONbKUX Xpanos. OH ornagenca. Joxab NpekpaTuaca.
HekoTtopble cnanu. [lpyrme poBHO AblWanM, COCPEOTOYMBLUNCE HAa HOYM. HUMKTO He NMPOM3HEC HU
CNoBa, Ho Meppu AcCHO cablwan ux. OH NOHUMaN, NOYEMY OHU CIeAUIMN 338 HUM U NOYEMY OHU CUAENN
C HMM celivac, 0CTaBaACb PALOM, KOr4a B 3TOM He 6bin10 He0bX0AMMOCTMH.

Byab y HUX BbI6Op, OHM Bbl He ywnun. OHM Bbl NoaAepKanu ero.
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I'maBa 18. APUA

- CerogHA mbl Npnbasmam B Temne. - ApuA BblXKasa BONOCHI, NPUABUIAsacb 6nKe K orHio. BecHa
BCTyNuAa B CMAY, BCe AHWU WKW HenpepbliBHble AoXAMU. OHU NOKMHYAU TOTOK Tpu AHA Hasagd, u ee
CWU/bl, HAKOHEL, BEPHYAUCH. - Tebe He KaXKeTCA, YTO Mbl BblAYMA/IM KaKyH-TO 3eM/IH0?

PoOKOT nexan, NPUCNOHUBLLUCL K CYMKE, CKPEeCTUB HOMM U MOCTYKUBAA B TaKT, KOTOPOro OHa He
cablwana.

- Tak n 6b110.

- Xopowwuii Koctep. Ham noBe3no HanTh cyxoe Aepeso.

POKOT rnAHyn Ha Hee, NogHAB 6poBb. OHA NOHANA, YTO CMOTPUT HE HA HEro, @ CKBO3b HErO.

- 3Haewwb, YTO XyKe Apun mondyHbn? Manorosopsawaa Apuma.

OHa B3A/1a NanKy M TKHYNa €t0 B OTOHb.

- fl npocTo Waxy Tebs.

BonblWwylo 4acTb AHA OHW exanu MOYTU B MOJHOM MOAYAHWUKM, HECMOTPA Ha MNONbITKM POKoOTa
3aBA3aTb pa3roBop. OH xoTen obcyguTb MAaH TOro, Kak OHW ByayT AeWcTBOBaTb, KOrAa OHMU
nobepytca go Poros. Kak um BblyguTb MHGopmaumto o AcHom Hebe? Kak oHn byayT aorosapusaTbeA
0 Bo3BpaweHnn JlIne? Ho Apua He xoTena HU4Yero obcyKaatb. Ei HyXXHO BblJ10 COCPeaOTOYMTBLCA Ha
OBueHun Bnepen. HagasBuTb cu/bHee, Korga MOYYBCTBYET »KenaHuMe MOoBepHyTb Hasag. WU
obcyKAeHNEe MOXKET 3aCTaBUTb e Pa32080PUMBbCA.

OHa 6ecnokounnacb o Korre. OHa cky4dana no MNeppu. OHa HMYEro He Moraa c 3TUM noAdenartb,
Kpome KaK oTnpaBuTbcA K Poram. Tenepb, 4dyBcTBYA ceb6s HEMHOro BMHOBATOW M3-3a CBOErO
MONYaHUA, OHa NbiTanacb, Npasga 6e3ycnewHo, HaBepPCTaTb YNyLWEHHOE.

PokoT Haxmypwunca.

- Tbl Waduwb meHs?

- Oa, waxy. Bce, 4to y MeHs celyac ecTb — 3TO TPEBOXKHAA yenyxa. A ycTana, HO eaBa Mory
ycuaeTb Ha mecTe. U A 4yBCTBYIO, UTO Mbl AOJIKHbI ABUraTbCA.

- Mbl MOXeM NATU BCHO HOYb, - CKa3as OH.

- HeT. Ham Hy»HO oTAbIxaTb. [TOHMMaewb? B 3TOM HET HMKAKOoro cmblicna.

PoKkOT HekoTopoe Bpema Habawogan 3a Hel. 3aTeM OH MOCMOTPEsS Ha BETBU AEepeBbeB Haf,
HMMMU, BbIPaXKeHMe ero nLLa CTaao 3a4yMUnBbIM.

- Al Korpga-HMbyab pacckasbiBan Tebe, Kak MNeppu Bnepsble nonpobosan bneck?

- Her, - otBeTnna oHa. OHa caywana ncropumn o Neppu, PokoTte n JIne BCO 3MMy, HO HUKOTAa He
CAbllWana aTy.

- Mbl BTpoem bblan Ha naaxe. U Tbl 3HaelWwb, KaKk bneck, 3axBaTbiBaeT TebA. B obwem, MNeppu
HemHoro ysnekca. OH pelwnn pasaeTbca Aorona u NoMTM nonniasatb. Kctatu, 3To 661710 B cepeamHe
OHA.

Apwus 3aynbibanach.

- [la nagHo.

- Tak n 6bino. NMoKa OH BONWA B BOJIHAX, J/IMB B3Ana €ro o4exay U pewnna, 4To camoe Bpems
Nno3BaTb BCEX AeBOYEK K/1aHa Ha NAAX.

Apua paccmeanacs.

- PoKoT, oHa xyxe Tebs!

- Tol MmeeLb B BUAY nydlue.

- MHe cTpalwwHo BMAETb Bac BmecTte. TaK yTo e caenan Neppu?

- OH nponnbln BAONb 6epera, U Mbl YBUAEM €ro TONbKO HAa cieaytouiee yTpo. - POKOT noyecan
noabopoaoK u ynblbHycA. - OH cka3an Ham, YTo Npobpancs B NOCENEHNE HOYbIO B BOAOPOCAAX.

- Tl Xxo4ewWwb CKa3aTb, YTO Ha Hem 6bina... nbKa u3 sodopocneli? - Apua 3acmeanace. - f bbl Bce
oTAana, 4tobbl yBMAETH 3TO.

PoKoT cogporHyncs.
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- fl pag, YTO MHe 3TO He 3a Yem.

- Al He mory NoBepuTb, YTO Tbl HUKOTAA He PacCcKa3sbiBaa MHe 3Ty UCTOPMUIO.

- l npubeperan ee g NOAXO4ALETO MOMEHTA.

OHa ynblbHynachb.

- Cnacmnbo, POKOT. - ITa UCTOPUA HEHAZONro OTB/IEKNA €ee OT TPEBOr, HO OHU BEPHYIUCH
CANLWKOM bbICTpO.

OHa OCTOPOXKHO 3aKaTana pykaB. Koxka BOKpyr OTMeTWHbI Bblaa BCe elle KPacHOW U MOKPbITOM
CTPYNbAMMK, HO ONYXOJb cnana. B HeKOTOpbIX MecTax Ka3anocb, YTO YepHUIA PACMEKAUCL BHYTPU ee
KOXW. BbIrnageno Bce 3To yXKacHo.

OHa npoTAHyna pyKy U Nosoxuna ee Ha npegnnevybe PokoTa. [oyemy-To Tak Kasanocb npotye.
Bo3moXHO, et TpeboBasoCb MeHblUe My)KecTBa, No3Bonsaa cebe AymaTtb, Yem FOBOPUTb BCAYX O
CBOMX TpeBorax.

«YT0, ecnu aTo 3HaK? MoxeT, A He AoKHa 6bITb [TOCTOPOHHEN Y.

OH yausun ee, B35B 3a PyKy U nepenneta CBOW Naablbl C ee.

- Tol yxce NocTopoHHAA. Tbl noaxoaMb Besae. Tbl NPOCTO elle He NOHMMAELW b 3TOrO.

OHa ycTaBunacb Ha UX pykn. OH HMKOT4a He aenan Takoro paHbLue.

PoKoT 6pocun Ha Hee HacMeLIBbIN B3rA,.

- MpoCTO CTPaHHO, YTO Tbl BCE BPEMA KAa4elWb PYKY MHE Ha MJievo, - CKa3an OH, OTBeYan Ha ee
MbIC/IN.

«[a, HO 3TO KarKeTcA MHTUMHbIM. Tebe He KaKeTcs, YTo 3To TaK? A He Mmero B BUAY, YTO
CYMTAtO, YTO Mbl CAMWKOM 6AM3KK. A Aymato, YTo TaK U ecTb. POKOT, MHOrAa NpoCTo OYeHb TPYAHO
NMPUBbIKHYTb K 3TOMY».

PoKOT cBEPKHYA Y/1bIOKON.

- Apus, 3TO He MHTUMHO. Ecan 6bl Mbl 6bis1U 61M3KKM, NOBEPL MHE, Tbl Obl 3Hasa.

OHa 3akaTuna rnasa. «B cnegyrowmin pas, Koraa Tbl CKarkewb HeYTo NogobHoe, Tbl JOMKEH
H6pPOCUTb KPACHYH pO3y, a 3aTEM YITN CO CBUCTOM CBOETO MaaLLa».

OH cmoTpen, byato Boobpaxkan aTo.

- fl cmory 370 U306pasunThb.

OHM 3amoNYanu, U OHA MNOHANA, KAaK NPUATHO 4YyBCTBOBATb CebA CBA3AHHOM C HUM TaKUM
obpasom.

- Xopowo, - ckaszan PoKoT. — IT0 naesa.

Ero ynbibka 6blna obogpaoLei.

«B nocnegHuit pas, Korga A Buaena mamy, 3T0 ObiNO yXKACHO», - NMPU3HANACb OHa yepes
HekoTopoe Bpems. — «Mbl ccopuancb. i Harosopmaa e BCAKMUX FrafoCTEN M C TeX NOp Kanew 06
atom. [lymato, Tak bygeT Bcerga. B ntobom cnyyae, A He xoTena Tak genatob ¢ Meppu. A gaymana, byget
npoLye NpocTo ynTn».

- NMonarato, Tbl owmnbnach?

OHa KMBHYAA. «YX04 HUKOrA4a He OblBaeT Nerknum».

POKOT L,ONTO CMOTPEN Ha Hee, U B ero rnasax MesibkHya ynbibka.

— DTO He TpeBOXHaA yenyxa, Apua. ITo To, YTO NpoucxoamT. ITo Npasga. - OH CXKan ee pyKy n
oTnycTuA. - MoXKanymncra, HUKOrAa He Waam MeHs.

Korga POKOT yCcHyn, oHa gocTtana us cymkm Cmaptemsop. Mpuwno Bpema CHOBa CBA3ATbCA C
leccom. Y:Ke HeCKONbKO AHel OHa npepctasnana cebe Korta, 6onTatowero Horamm Haz MUPCOM.
Tenepb ee Kenyaok Crasca, Korga oHa BCcnomMHuna yrposy lecca. OHa Bblbpana MKOHKY lecca Ha
cBoeM CMapTCKpuHe 1 pasgennnacb. Korga oHa ysuaena, rae HaxoauTCA, KaxKAbll MyCKyn ee Tena
HanpsArca.

Mapurkckaa Onepa.
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Ha cBoem mecTe B UEHTpe CLEHbl OHA CTOSNA B OLE/OMMUTENbHOM TULWMHE, BAWUTbIBAA
3HAKOMYIO POCKOLWb 3ana. Apycbl N030104YEHHbIX BANKOHOB OKPYXKaNM MOpe KpacHbIX 6apXaTHbIX
cuaeHnin. Ee B3rnag nogHAACA Bbllle, K KpaCOYHOM dpecke, yTonawlLLen B KynonoobpasHoOM NOTOKe,
OCBELLEHHOM BEAMKONENHOW, cBepKalowein ntoctpo. OHa npuxoguna croga elwe ManeHbKoMn
AeBOoYKoM. IToT Mup — 6onblue, Yem rae-nmbo, Kasancs LOMOM.

Ee BHMMaHMe NnepemecTMaOoCh 3a Npeae/ibl OPKECTPOBOM AMbI HA MECTO NPAMO Nepes Hew.

MNycToe.

Apua 3aKpblna rnasa. 31o 6bi110 ee mecto ¢ JlymmHon. OHa npeacTaBMAa CBOK MaTb B MPOCTOM
YepHOM NNaTbe, TEMHble BOJIOCblI COOpaHbl B TYron My4YoK, Ha rybax HexxHaa ynbibka. Apus HUKorga
He 3Hana 6onee oboapstoweit ynblbkM. YnbibKa, KoTopas rosopuna: «Bce byaeT xopowo, A Bepto B
Tebsa». Tenepb OHa 3TO YyBCTBOBaNa. TULWMHY. YBepeHHOCTb. Bce byaeT xopowo. OHa uenaanacb 3a
3TO 4YyBCTBO, 3aMMpan ero B CBOEM CepAue. 3aTeM OHa MeANIEHHO OTKPblaa Fa3a, U 3TO YyBCTBO
ncyYesno, 0CTaBUB BOMPOCHI, KOTOPbIE XKI/IN el ropno.

Kak mei moenia ocmasums meHsA, mama? Kmo 6bia moli omeu? Ymo oH 3Hayus 015 mebs?

Y Hee HUKOraa He byaet oTBeToB. Y Hee ByaeT TobKO 60/1b, KOTOpPas pa3anpaeT ee U TAHETCA
H6ecKkoHeYHo.

OrHM Ha cueHe noracau, a 3aTem 3a)KrUCb B 3pUTeNIbHOM 3ane. BHe3anHoO OoHa o4yyTunach B
TaKOM MOMIHON TEMHOTE, YTO ee paBHOBECME MOWaTHyNOCb. Ee ywn ryaenm Ha nNosHy MOLLHOCTD,
roToBble YN0BUTb 10OOI 3BYK.

- Y10 370, [ecc? - cnpocmnna oHa pasgpa*KeHHo. - A HUYEro He BUXKY.

CBeT NpOXKeKTopa npopesan TEMHOTY, oc/ennsaa ee. Apua NOAHANA PYKY, MPUKPbIBAA rnasa ot
CBETa M 0OXMAadA, Koraa OHW NpuBbiIKHYT. OHA eABa pasanyana TEMHYH MYCTOTY OPKECTPOBOW AMbI
BHM3Y M pAAbl Kpecen 3a Hel. BbICOKO HaBepxy MepL,ain TbiCAYM KPUCTANNIOB TPOMAZLHON NtOCTPbI.

- HemHoro TeatpanbHO 4/1Aa Bac, He TakK nin, Fecc? Bbl cobupaeTech cneTb MHe apuio «lpuspaka
Onepbi»? - Mo NPUXOTM OHa crnena HEeCKoIbKO CTPOK M3 “Bce, 4To A mpowy oT Bac». OHa npocTo
XO0Tena NowyTuTb, HO CNOBa 3axBaTuau ee. B cnepgytouiee MrHoBeHMe OHa BCMOMHMAA O lMeppu m
neHuu.

OHa 3abbl1a 0 TOM, KaK 3a/1 YCUAMBAA ee KOHUEHTPALUMIO U CMAY rofioca. ITa CUueHa HUKOraa He
6blna NPOCTO AOCKaMM, Ha KOTOPbIX MOXHO 6blno cToATb. OHa Oblna *KMBOWM... NA€4YaMM, KOTOpble
noanepKMBanu ee N NogHMMann Bbilwe. Korga oHa 3aKoOHYMAA, el NPULLNOCH CKPbITb CBOM 3MOLMHK
YyAbIOKON.

- HuKakux annogmcmeHToB? Bam TpyaHO yrogmTo.

Ero monyaHue anunocb cavwkom pgonaro. OHa npeactaBuna cebe ManeHbKUM CTOAMK C
MPaMOpPHON CTONELHNLEN, U3ALLHbIE BAtoALa C YallKaMKM Kode... BCe 3TO BNEpBble OTCYTCTBOBAM0. U
TYT Ha4MEHHbIN FoN10C Pa3ganca B TULLUHE.

- Pag cHoBa BuaeTb 1eba, Apua. [laBHO He BUAEAUCD.

CopeH.

MpaAMo nepen Hel, NPUMEPHO B uYeTblpex pafax, OHa YyBWUAENA TEMHbIA CUNYaT,
BbIPMCOBbIBABLUMICA Ha TEMHOM dOHe. Apusa NepeKkaTiacb Ha NATKM M POBHO Aplliana, Koraa nepea
ee rnasamm 3amenibKanm obpasbl. CopeH rHasca 3a Hel, a BOKpYr 6ywesan oroHb. COpeH HaBaauacs
Ha Hee CBEpPXY, CAAB/IMBAA FOP/0 PyKamMu.

310 Mup, HanomHuna oHa cebe. Jlyywe, yem Ha camom Oesne. Hukakoh 6onn. Hukakoi
onacHoctu. OH He Mor NPUYMHUTL el 6onb 34ecb.

- Foe TBOM OTeL? - cnpocMaa OHa.

- 3aHAT, - otBeTua CopeH

- Tak oH nocnan mebs?

- Her.

- Tol B31OMan Mup, 4To6bl MONACTb CloAa.
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- B3nom — 370 TO, YTO Tbl Aenaewb ¢ MayeTe. B gaHHOM cnyyae 370 6bin HebonbWOW Hagpes
ckanbnenem. TBoen maTepun NoHpaBmaach bbl 3Ta aHaNoruA. 3To TO MeCTOo, rAe Tbl BCTPEYanach C Hel,
He TaK an? A Ayman, Tbl 3aXoyellb Coga BEPHYTLCA.

Becenbe B ero rosioce 3aCTaBuIO ee KenyaoK CKaTbCA OT rHeBa.

- Yero Tbl xouewb, CopeH?

- MHoro 4yero. MpAmo ceiyac A xo4y BuaeTb TebA.

Bugetb ee? OHa comHeBanacb B 3ToM. MecTb Ka3anacb 60see BepoATHOW. BepoATHO, OH BUHWUA
ee B TOM, YTO NPOM30LWI0 TON HOYbto B Ar-6. OHa He cobupanachk XAaTb, YTOObI 3TO BbIACHUTL. Apua
nonbITanack BbIMTK U3 Mupa.

- He cpaborTaer, - cka3an CopeH, Koraa Ha 3KpaHe NoABUAOCH COObLEHNE, TOBOPALLEE €1 TO XKe
camoe. - XOTA NomnbITKa HenaoxanA. Kctatu, apMa mHe noHpasunack. TporatenbHasa. Tel Bcerga bbina
yamsutenbHol, Apua. Ha camom gene. Cnoi ewe. MHe HpaButca 3Ta uctopua. Ecte Mup Yrkacos Ha
OCHOBe Hee.

- fl He byay neTb Tebe, - cKasasia oHa. - BKawouun ceer.

- OH obe3obparkeH, He Tak nn? Mpuspak? - CopeH npogoaxKan, He obpallas Ha Hee BHUMAHUA.
- Pa3Be OH He HOCUT MacKYy, YTOObl CKPbITb, KAKOM OH OTBPATUTE/IbHbIN?

Bbin ewe oamH Bbixoa U3 Mupos. Apus Nepekntounna cBoe BHUMaHMe Ha peasibHOCTb M CXKana
nanbuamm Kpaa CmapTtemsopa. OHa 3Hana, Kak 601bHO OTpbIBaTb YCTPOMCTBO. LLoKupytowas 6onb,
YTO ¥KrNa rnasa n orHem 6exxana no cnmHe. OHa xoTena BbIbpaTbCA OTTYAAd, HO HE MOr/a 3aCTaBUTb
ceba oTopBaTb ero.

lFonoc CopeHa BepHy/ ee B peasibHOCTb.

- KctaTtn, To ronyboe nnatbe B BeHeunmn bbiio youiictseHHbIM. O4eHb cekcyanbHbim. U BbiIxoaKa
€ Kode. Tbl YHePTOBCKU LLOKMPOBAsIAa MOErO OTLaA.

- Tl cn1e0us 3a MHOI? Tbl OTBPATUTENEH.

OH ¢bIpKHYN.

- Ecnam 6bl Tbl TONBKO 3HaNA.

OH byaeT nrpatb C HER, NOKa OHa No3BonAeT. ApuA caenana HeCKONbKO LWaroB B CTOPOHY, BHe
AOCAraeMOCTM NPOXKEKTOPOB. TbMa ONYCTUNACh HA HEE... Ha 3TOT pa3s ¢ obneryeHnem. Bot Tak. Tenepb
OHU KBUTBI.

- Y70 Tbl enaews? Kyaa cobpanack? - B ronoce CopeHa nocablwanacb NaHMKa, NoACTerHyBLwas
ee.

- OcTaBalica Tam, CopeH. A cnywych K Tebe. - Ha camom gene 310 b6bi/10 He TaK. Apua He morna
BMAETb Aanblue KOHYMKa Hoca. Ho nycTb OH BOO6PA3nT, Kak OHa NPAYEeTCA B TEMHOTE.

- Ymo? Croi! OcTtaBaica Tam, rae Tbl HaxoamLbes!

OHa ycnbiwana rpoOMKUN CMyK, CNOBHO KTO-TO PACKMHYA PYKU M HOTU. 3aTeM CHOBA 3a)Kerca
CBET... BECb, OCBELLAIOLLNIN POCKOLLHbIM 3a.

CopeH, CNOTKHYBLUMCb, BbllWeN B LEeHTPanbHblA npoxos. OH OCTaHOBUACA Tam, CTOA CMUHOM K
Hel. Ero apixaHue 6bI10 OTPbIBUCTbIM, M €F0 MOLLHbIE NAEYN HANPAIAUCb NoA4 YepHon pybawwkon. OH
Bcerga 6bin MyCKyAUCTbIM.

- CopeH? - Mpowna ceKkyHaa. [1ge. - [loyemy Tbl HE CMOTPULLb HA MeHA?

OH BUENWUACA B CUAEHbE PAAOM C CODOOM, KaK byaTo xoTen yaepKaTbCcsa Ha Horax.

- fl 3Hato, moW oTeu, rosopun Tebe. He Beagu cebsa Tak, ByaTO He 3HAeLb, YTO CAYYMUIOCh C MOeM
4enoCTblo.

OHa BCMOMHMIA N HAaKOHeL, MOHANA.

- OH CKa3an MHe, YTO ee HY>KHO BOCCTAHOBMUTb.

- PeKoHCTpyMpoBaTb, - CKa3an OH, BCe elle He rNAaaA Ha Hee. — DTO TaKOW aKKypamHsbil cnocob
onucaTb MAMb NepesomMos U 0#02u, KOTOpble HYXKHO BbIN0 UCNPaBUTb Ha MOEM AuLE.

Apua Habnogana 3a HUM, HOpACk € }KenaHMem NoJOUTU K Hemy. HakoHew, oHa Bblpyrana cebs
3a usnmMwHee NOONBITCTBO M cNycTUAACb No necTHUue. Ee cepaue 6eweHo KONOTUNOCH, KOrga OHa
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W13 MMMO OPKeCcTpoBOM AMbI No npoxoay. OHa 3acTaBuna cebs MaTM Aanblue, NOKa He BCTaNa nepes
HUM.

CopeH cMmoTpen Ha Hee CBepXy BHW3 KapuMMMK rnas3amMu, NOJHbIMU APOCTU, ero rybbl CKanucb B
YKECTKYIO nHMto. OH 3aTann AblXaHMe, KaK U OHa.

OH BbIrnagen Tak xe. Cmyrabin. LUMpPOKOKOCTHbIN. KpacuBblid, ¢ pe3knumu vyeptamm nmua. OH
CHUCXOANTENbHO B34epHYN NoadbopoaoK. OHa He Morna He CpaBHUTL ero ¢ Meppu, KOTOpbI HUKOrAa
He CMOTPEeN Ha NAeN CBEPXY BHM3, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO Obl1 HAMHOTO BbllWe.

CopeH He U3MeHUNCA, 32 UCKNHOYEHNEM OAHON CyLlecTBeHHOM pasHuubl. NMoabopoaok cnerka
npoBanunncs, no 6POH30BOM KOXKe OT NeBOr0 Yrna pTa 40 YeNHCTU TAHYCA WpPaMm.

Meppwn ocTtasuna emy 3TOT Wpam. B Ty Houb B Ar-6 oH octaHoBu CopeHa, Korga ToT Aywun ee.
OHa 6blna 6bl mepmea, ecnun 6bl y CopeHa He 6bin0 3Toro wpama. Ho oHa 3Hana, YTo OH bbin He B
cBoem yme. OH cTpagan CMHAPOMOM AereHepaunmn NMmbuyeckoin cuctembl - 601e3HbI MO3ra,
KoTopaAa ocnabnana OCHOBHbIE MHCTUMHKTbI BbIXKMBAHUA. ITO 6blna Ta e camas 6one3Hb, KOTOPYLO
n3y4yasa ee matb.

- BbIrnaguT He Tak yX NJI0X0, - cKkasana oHa. OHa 3Hana, KakoBo ObITb TakMm B [pese. Hu1 y Koro
He 6bl10 WpamoB. HM y Koro gaxe uapanuH He 6bi1o. HoO OHa He morna NoBepuUTb CBOMM YLUAM.
[encTeutenbHo v oHa ytewana CopeHa?

Ero KagpblK AepHYACA, KOraa OH CrAOTHY.

- Hennoxo? Koraa Tbl cTana Takol 3abasHol, Apua?

- HaBepHoe, HepgaBHO. 3HaelWb, CHAPYXM BCE OHW MOKPbITbI Wpamamu. Bugen 6ol Tbl ogHoro
napHsa, Puda. Y Hero rnybokuii wpam Ha weke. OH Kak MO/HUA, berylan no ero Koxe. TBOW... A
nmeto B BMAY, y Te6a He TaKoM 3aMeTHbIN.

CopeH npuuypuaca.

- Kak oH ero nonyunn?

- Pn¢? OH YyscTBytowmin. 3To Takne MNoCTOPOHHUE, KOTOPbIE... HEBAXKHO. fl TOYHO He 3Halo, HO
OYMato, YTO KTO-TO MbITa/ICA OTpe3aTb eMy HOC.

B KOHUEe ee ronoc noBbICWMACA, M 3TO MNPO3By4Yano Kak Bonpoc. OHa nbiTanacb Kas3aTbCA
HEBO3MYTMMOM, HO KECTOKOCTb BHELWHEro MMpa Kasanacb ewe 6onee ABHON B TAaKOM 3/1€FaHTHOM
mecTte. Apua 6onee BHUMATENBHO U3Yy4MNaa €r0 WPaM.

- PasBe Tbl He MOXellb 3aCTaBUTb OTLA CNPATATb ero ansa Teba 8 Mupax? Pa3Be 370 He nNpocToe
nporpammupoBaHume?

- A mory caenatb 370, Apua. MHe He Hy»KHO, 4Tobbl MOI OTel, YTO-TO Aenan 3aech. - Ero ronoc
NOAHANCA NOYTM A0 KpuKa. [ToTom noxkan nnedyamu. - B ntobom cnyyae, 3a4yem becnokontbca? A He
MOTY CKpPbITb 3TO B peanbHOCTU. Bce 3HaOT, 4TO A TaK BbirnAxKy. OHM 3HAOT U HUKOr4a He 3abyayT
aToro.

CopeH coBcem He TOT, MOHANa oOHa. Ero obblMHOE caMoAOBO/AILHOE ANMUO BbIFAAAENO
BbIMYY€HHbIM, CTOBHO OH C/MLIKOM CTapasica coxpaHuTb ero. OHa BCMOMHMAQ, 4YTO beliH 1 dxo, ero
camble 6an3KMe Apy3ba, nornbamn B Ar-6 Tol e Houblo, 4To 1 Melican.

- fl He MOry HM C KeEM FOBOPUTb O TOM, YTO MNPOUN3OLLIO TOM HOYbIO, - CKasas OH. - OTeLl, roBOpMUT,
4TO 3TO yrpokaeT 6e3onacHocTn Moayns. - OH NoKavan roNoBoM, ML ero UCKasmaocb ot 6oaun. - OH
BUHUT MeHA B cayumsBwemca. OH He noHumaeTt. - COpeH MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOK pPYKy, BCe elle
CKMMaABLUYIO CUAEHbE. - Ho Tbl 3Haelwb. Tbl 3HaeLWb, YTO A HAYEro He caenan Tebe... He Tak n?

ApuAa cKkpecTuna pyku Ha rpygu. Kak 6ol e HM xoTenocb 06BMHUTL €ro B TOM, YTO OH C HeW
caenan, oHa He morna. OHa y3Hana o 6onesHn M3 gocbe MmaTtepwu. MNocne coteH net B Mupax u
6esonacHocT Mopayna HekoTopble Atoau, Kak CopeH, noTepannm crnocobHOCTb CNpPaBAATbCA C
HacToALen bonbio U ctpeccom. OH Ben ceba Tak B Al-6 ns-3a CAJIC. OHa NoOHUManNa, HoO U He morna
OTNYCTUTb ero Tak NPocCTo.

- OwyuLaeTcs, 4To 370 HbII0 3aMaCKMPOBAHHOE U3BMHEHME, - CKa3ana OHa.

CopeH KuBHy-.
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- MoeT 6bITb, - XMbIKHYB, CKa3as OH. - Ha camom gene Tak u ecTb.

- U3BMHEHMA NpuHATbI. HO HUKo20a Bonblue He NpuKacaiica Ko mHe, CopeH.

OH nogHAN rnasa, B HUX bbl1o obneryeHne M 6e33aWUTHOCTb.

- He 6yay. - OH BbINpAMUACA M NPOBEN PYKOW NO ronoBe. MArKOCTb, KOTOPYK OHa BUAEN],
ncyesna, CMEHMBLUUCb YXMbINKON. - Tbl 3HaewWb, YTO He y Bcex ectb CAJIC? A yacTb cymacwegliei
rpynnbl. Kak morno Tak nosestn? JlagHo.  BO3bMy iekapcTBa. Yepes napy Hegenb A byay roTos.

- Y70 33 1ekapcmea? U rotos K yemy?

- DKCNepuUMEHTaNbHOE sieyeHue, 4Tobbl A 6onblue He cxoaun € yma. U MmmyHusaums ot
BHeWHUX 6onesHelt. OHKM AatoT ux CTparkam, KOTopble 3aHATbI BHELUHWUM PEMOHTOM Ha C/ly4al, ecam
nx ckadpaHApbl NOpPBYTCA UAM cnomatoTcsa. Kak ToNbKO OHWM y MeHA ByayT, A Bbliay HapyKy. C MmeHA
XBaTUT.

Apua ycTaBuaacb Ha Hero.

- Hapyxcy? CopeH, Tbl MOHATUA HE MMEELLb, HAaCKOJIbKO 3TO OMAaCHO. 3TO He NMOoXOoXKe Ha cadapu.

- 'pesa pywumcs, Apusa, - oTpesan oH. - PaHO MM NO34HO Mbl BCE M3 HEe BblAeM.

- O yem Tbl roBOpULWb? YTO NponcxoamT c Fpeson?

- ObeLait NOMOYb MHE CHapY»KK, 1 A CKaxKy Tebe.

Apus nokayana rosioBou.

- f He nomory...

- A mory nokasatb Tebe Kaneba n PyHy. [laxe napeHbka-[nKapsa, 0 KOTOPOM Tbl BCE BPeEMA
crnpawwuBsaelsb. - BHe3anHo ero cnuHa Bbinpamuiack. - MHe nopa. Bpema Bbiwnio.

- Cmoli. Y710 He TaK c [pe3oir?

OH ycmexHy/icA, B34epHYB Nog4060p0a0K.

- Ecam xouewb 3HaTb, TOr4a BO3BPALLLANCA, - CKa3a/l OH U Bbiwen ns Mupa.

ApuAa moOprHyna Ha TO MecCTO, F4e OH CTOA/, a 3aTeM Ha MycToM onepHbi 3an. Ha ee
CMapTCKpMHe BCMbIXHYa MKOHKA, 3aHAB MECTO PALOM C TOM, YTO cBA3bIBana ¢ leccom.

370 6bI1a 6enas macka Mpuspaka Onepbl.
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I'nasa 19. [IEPEI'PUH

- Mpowna Hepens, - nponsHec Puo. - Tbl cobmpaelbes noroBopuTb 06 aTom?

Meppu ob6nokoTMACA HA cTON. OCTaNbHaA 4YacTb KAaHA MOKMHYNA KyXHIO NOC/Ae YXMUHA
HEeCKO/IbKO YacoB Ha3ag, OCTaBMB TO/IbKO MX ABOUX. CTpeKoTaHMe CBEPYKOB B HOUYM AOHECNOCh A0 ero
ywewn, n ny4n xonogHoro sGMpHOro ceeta KOCO NPOHUKAN B TEMHYIO KOMHaTY.

Meppu npoBen nanbuem No BepXyLUKe CBEYM, HAXOZAWENCA MeXAY HUMW, UTPas C NAaMeHeM.
Korga oH Ben canwkom mepneHHo, 66110 601bHO. DOKyC 6b11 B TOM, 4TO6bI NpoBOANTL HbicTpO. He
OCTaHaB/NMBATLCA.

- HeT. He cobupatoch, - otBeTun Meppwm, He OoTpbIBas B3rns4a OT NIAMEHM.

B nocnegHue AHW OH YMCTUA U NOTPOLUMA PbIBY A0 TeX Nop, MOKa 3anax MOpA He BbE/ICA B ero
nanbubl. OH OCTaBasicA Ha HOYHOM AEXKYPCTBE, MOKA ero rnasa He 3atymaHusanucb. OH NOYMHUA
3abop, NOTOM NecTHULY, NOTOM Kpbiwy. OH He mor 6bl NpocuTb MNMOTOK paboTaTb AeHb U HOYb, eCn
He Aenan 3Toro cam.

Pud ckpectun pyku Ha rpygm.

- KnaH nosepHynca 6bl Nnpotus 1€65, ecnm bbl Tol ywen ¢ Helh. M oHWM Bbl NOBEPHYNUCH TaKXkKe,
ecnn 6ol oHa octanacb. OHa He rayna. OHa NoHMMana 370. 3T0 bblINO Henerkoe peweHne gnAa Hee.
OHa noctynuna NnpasBuabHO.

Meppwn nogHan ronosy. Barnag Puda 6bin npamMmbiM. B cBETe CBeYM LIpam Ha ero /nLe Kasasca
rny6xke. 3To NpuaaBano emy OXKecTo4eHHOCTH.

- Y70 TbI AENaewsb, Pud?

- MbiTatocb nsBneyb a4. OH y Teba BHYTPU, KaK M Yy Hee B Ty HOUb. Tbl HE MOXeLlb HOCUTb ero B
cebe, Neppw.

- Mory, - napupoBan oH. - MHe Bce paBHO, YTO OHA cAeflana, Uan NovYemy, u NPaBUAbHO 3TO AN
HEeT, NOHMMaeWwb?

Pud knsHyn.

- NoHnmato.

- MHe 6onblle Heyero ckasaTb. - YTo xopoLuero B Tom, 4Tobbl cnaeTb U 60aTaTh? 3TO HUYETO He
N3MEHMWT.

- Xopouwo, - ckazan Puo.

Meppwn OTKMHYACA Ha CNUHKY cTyna. OH caenan rnoTok M nomopwunca. KonogesHaa Boaa He
BOCCTaHOBMANACb nocne Bypu, oHa Bce elle Gblna Ha BKyC Kak nenen. d¢up obnagan cnocobHOCTbIO
BTOpPraTbCA BO BCe. OH YHMUTOXKaN UX NULLY U CXKMUMaN 4POBa eLle A0 TOro, Kak OHW AOCTUTaNN O4aros.
OH parke NpocaynBanca B X Boay.

OH caenan Bce, 4TO MoOr, NocnaB BecTouyky MappoHy. Tenepb emy Hedero 6bi10 genatb. He
6b110 HUKAKON BO3MOMKHOCTM BbI3BOIUTL Korta u3 Mpesbl. HU4Yero He octaBanocb, KpOMe Kak aaTb,
noka ApuaA 1 POKOT BEpHYTCA M NONbITAOTCA CNACTU ero AtAen OT ronoga. 3To ero He ycTpansano.

Meppu NoTep pyKOM 3aTbIIOK U B3AOXHYA.

- Xoyelwb KOe-4To y3HaTb?

Pud KnsHyn.

- KoHeuHo.

- A yyBcTBYIO Cebs cTapnKkom. A 4UyBCTBYIO cebsn, KaK Thbl.

Pud ynbibHyncA.

- Henerko, He Tak N, LWEHOK?

- MoxeT 6bITb U npoue. - MNeppyn nepesen B3rnag Ha CBOW NIyYK, NPUCIOHEHHbIN K cTeHe. Koraa
OH MONb30BaNCA UM B nocaeaHuMn pas? Ero nneyo 3axmno, u Tenepb y Hero 66110 Bpema. OH mor
HEeMHOro MOOXOTUTbCA, KaK Bbl10 paHbLue.

- Xoyelwb NOOXOTUTLCA? - CNPOCUMA OH, OWYTUB MPUAUB IHEPrUM, NPOXOAALLEN yepe3 Hero.
BHe3anHO HMYero He CTano 3By4YaThb Jyylle.
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- Cenyac? - cnpocun Pud yameneHHo. bbino yxke no3gHo, NOYTU NOAHOYL. - A Ayman, Tbl ycTan.

- bonblwe HeT. - MNeppwn CTAHYAN Yepes ronosy Lenb KposHoro Boxaa n 6pocun ee B cymky. OH
XOan BospaxeHuh Puda Ha 3To M yxKe npurotoBua oteeTbl. OHa Hbl rPOMKO bObl 3BAKANA, ecan bbl
emy npuwnaocb 6exaTb 3a fob6blven, n camwkom bnectena 6bl, 4TO mMewano 6bl eMy ocTaBaTbCA
He3ameueHHbIM. Ho Pu¢ npocTo cToan, WupoKo yabibascs.

- Torpa gasan NOOXOTUMMCA.

OHM 3apAaMAN KONYaHbl U BblbEXKann 3a npeaensl noceneHuna. MoBcTpeyaBlnCb C XenaeHoM,
Xangom u MpyTUKOM, KOTOpble AEXYPWUIN HQ BOCTOYHOM NOCTY, OHM MEPELUIN Ha War U CBEPHYIN C
TPONbI B r'yCTOM, HETPOHYTLIN Nec. Nporasa COTHIO WaroBs, OHW ABUHYAUCH NO creay.

ObneryeHne paccnabuno pyku m Horu Meppwm, Koraa oH oTowen oT noceneHua. OH rayboko
BAOXHYA, yNOBMB YKyC ddupa. MNoaHAB rnasa, oH yBUAEN Te e camble CBeTALLMEeCA NOTOKKU, KOTopble
yrpoxatole napunm Hag HUM Bcto Hegento. OHKM Kynanu nec B XoNoAHOM cBeTe. Mopckon 6pu3 ayn
B €ro CTOpPOHY, NpuHocAa ¢ coboi 3anax Au4YM U CKpbIBaAa ero cobcTBeHHbIM 3anax. OH wen TUxo,
NPUHIOXMBAACL, OCMATPUBAA Nec, YyBCTBYA cebAa 6oiee sHEPrMYHbIM, YEM 3a NOCAeAHME Heaenu.

BeTep CTMX, M OH Hayan CO3HaBaTb TULIMHY HOYM W TPOMKOCTb CODOCTBEHHbIX wWaros. OH
NOCMOTpPEN BBEPX, OXKMAaA bypu, HO TeyeHne He nameHmnocb. OH Hawen Puda, KoTopbil Wen, Kavas
ro/I0BOW.

- Hnkoro He noman. benku. /inca, Ho Tam TONbKO CTapblit cned. Huuero ctoswero... Meppu, yto
aTo?

- MoHaTMA He umeto. - CHOBA NOAHANCA BeTep, C TUXMM LMMEHMEM MNPOHOCACH MeXAy
AepeBbAMKU. B npoxnagHom BO34yXe OH YNOBWUA 4enoBeyeckue 3anaxu. CTpax MNpPOH3MA ero,
NOAHMMAACb NO BEHAM. - Pud...

Pud psagom ¢ HUM Bbipyrancs.

- A ToXKe ynosu.

OHu noberkann obpaTHO K BOCTOYHOMY NocTy. CKaNAUCTbIM HacecT AacT UM BuA ceepxy. MpyTuk
BCTPETUA UX MO AOpPOre, ero rnasa obiiv 6esymHbiMmu.

- Al 6exkan 3a Bamu. Xana npeaynpexaaeT noceneHue.

- Tbl uX cablWKWb? - cnpocun Meppwu.

MpyTUK KUBHYA.

- Y HUX eCTb N0WAAMN, MU OHU CKAYYT ranonom. Fpom u To Tuwe.

Meppwu CHAN C Naeya NyK.

- Mbl ocTaHemcA 34eCb M 3afepKUM UX. - bbicTpoe nNpubankeHne nocpean HOYM O3HAYaANOo
0OHO: HanageHue. Emy HyXHO Oblio BbIMrpaTb Bpema A4S KaaHa. - 3anMmuTe 6auKalwyto
OWCTaHUMIO, - CKasan oH XengeHy n Pugy. - A 3aiimy ganoHoto. - OH 6bln camMbiM CUABHBIM TYYHUKOM
cpeam HUX, ero rnasa syyiwe Bcero NoAXoAuaun K noayMpaky.

OHM paccpenoTounnncb, Haxoaa YKpbITUE cpeau aepesbeB U cKan. Cepaue KONOTUNOCH Kak
HbeweHHoe. TpaBAHUCTbIM Nyr BHU3Y Ka3anca rMagKnUm 1 CNOKOMHbIM, KaK 03epo B IYHHOM CBeTe.

Bbin nn 310 YnnaH, BepHyYBLIMNCA ¢ Bonbluel rpynnoi, 4Tobbl nob6opoTbea 3a noceneHne? Nnu
3TO0 6blNO0 HanageHue MHOTOTbICAYHbIX KNaHOB Po3bl M Houn? BHesanHO OH BcnomHun Apwuio,
Nexalyo Ha KpoBaTU B KOMHaTe Banna, a 3atem KortA, KOTOpoOro 3atackmsanu B aspoxod. OH He
3aLlUUTUA HM ogHOro n3 HKUX. OH He mor noagecTtu [NoToK.

Ero mbican uncuyesnn, Korga 3emna Hayana cryyaTb nog Horamu. [leppu MonoXKun ctpeny,
WHCTUHKT B3AN BepX, KOrga OH HATAHYA NyK. Yepe3 HeCKO/NIbKO CeKyHA M3-3a AepeBbeB MOKa3aaUCb
nepsble BcagHWKU. OH NPULENNICA B YE/IOBEKA B LeHTpe aTaku U ocnabun tetusy. CTpena nonana
MYyX4MHe B rpyab. K Tomy BpemeHn, Korga TOT HAaKpPeHWACcAa W ynan c nowaaw, Meppu yxe ycnen
NONOXNUTb eLe oaHy cTpeny. OH Nnpuuennnca u sbictpenun. Ewe ogmMH BCagHMK ynan.

KpWKM HanagaBLWMX HapywuamM TULWIKWHY, NOAHAB BONOCKWM HA pyKax. BHU3y OH yBuaen okono
TPUALATM BCAZHWMKOB M YCNbIWANA CBUCT NETAWMX MUMO cTpen. He obpawiaa Ha HUX BHUMAHWUA, OH
COCPesoTOYMANCA Ha NOUCKe BanKanwero Yenoseka u ctpenbbe. OH KOCUA OA4HOrO 33 APYrMM, MOKa
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OH He OMyCTOWWA CBOWM KO/YaH, a 3aTemM U KonyaH Puda. OH 6Gbin B 3TOM yBEPEH 3@ UCKAOYEHUEM
TONbKO OAHOM CTpesibl, KOTOpaA yw/a B LWTOMNOP WM He nonajna B Uenb U3-3a MNOBPEXAEHHOro
onepeHus.

OH onyctMn nyk n nocmoTpen Ha XewngeHa, KOTOPbIM OCMaTpuBan y3Koe nosie B MOWUCKAX
HaneT4yMKoB. bonblue HUKOro He 6bl10 BUAHO, KPOME NIOLAAEeN, CKAauyLLMX ranonom 6e3 BcagHUKOB.

Ho 310 6bin ele He KoHel,. Yepe3 HECKONIbKO CEeKYHZ M3 Nieca X/biHy/1 NOTOK NOAEN, NAYLLNX
neLwkKom.

- 3a4epKuTe Ux Kak MOXKHO Jonblle, - npuKkasan Meppwu XengeHy m MpyTuKky. NoTom OH pBaHyA
Aomoi ¢ Puoom. OHM paspbiBain 3eMat0 HOramu, 3actasnsasa cebs 6exaTb bHbicTpee. Bnepegm
MOKa3aNoCb MOCENIEHME... Y¥Ke KUNAWMN OBUKYLWMMUCA NOAbMWU, B3OMPAIOLWLMXCA HA KpPbIWK U
3aKPbIBAOLLNX BOPOTa MEXKAY AOMAMMU.

Meppwu BbICKOYMA HA NONAHY U yBUAEN BPYK HA KpblLe KYXHWU C IYKOM B pYKe.

- Jly4HMKM HaBepx! - 3akpuyYana oHa. - JlyyHUKM Hasepx!

Ntoam HanonHANAKM Beapa BOAOW M3 KOOALA, TOTOBACL K NoXapam. OHM 3aBENN KUBOTHbIX NOA,
3aWMTy CTeH. Bce gBUrannce Tak, Kak 40MKHbI 6blM, KaK TPEHMPOBANMUCD.

Meppn B306pasica Ha Kpbilwy KyxHWU. Ha ¢poHe BaegHoro pacceeTa Ha ropnsoHTe OH YBUAEN PO
HaNeTYMKOB, PBYLLMXCA BBEPX MO CKNOHY. OH onpeaenn, YTo OHM MeHee Yem B MoJlymnnae oTcioaa, u
nx 66110 OKONO ABYXCOT. Y MNMoToKa 6blna yKpenneHHana Nnosunuma, HO Korga OH YBUAEN opay N0Aew,
HanpPaB/IAIOLLYHOCA K NOCENEHUIO, OH HE 3HA/, CMOXKET I KNaH CAEPKATb UX.

MepBble cTpenbl, NONETEBLIME B UX CTOPOHY, C PE3KMM TPECKOM pa3buBann yepenuuy BOKPYr
Hero. MpyTuK NOsABUACA PAZOM C HUM C MOJIHbIM KONYAHOM M LUMTOM, NPeAOCTaBAAA eMy YKpbITHE.
Meppwu B3AN NYK M NPUHANCA 3alLMLLATL CBOM AoM. OH Aienan 3To MHOTo pa3 npeXxae, HoO HUKOr4a Kak
nmaep. Oco3HaHMEe NPULINO K HEMY KaK Tuxoe Ge3ymue, 3amennas Bpemsa, fenas KarKaoe ero
ABUKEHME NONHbIM, 3G EKTUBHBIM, YBEPEHHbIM.

flpKkMe TOYKM cBeTa, NnoABMBLUMECA Ha pOHe BocxoaAlwero pacceeta, bbian orHem. Mbinatowan
cTpena npoHecnacb MMMO Hero, NPM3eM/JIMBLUMCL Ha ALLMKWM BO3/e KyxHW. [eppu npuuenuncsa B
JIYYHUKOB, NbITABLUMXCA NOAMKEYb noceneHue. Ero ctpenbl u ctpenbl bpykK, n apyrmux ny4yHukos MNoToka
NPOH3aNM aTaKyloLyo ToANy. HEeCKONbKO HaNeTYMKOoB ynaaum B TpPaHLIEU, KOTOpble OH BblKonana u
NPUKPbIA, HO OHM MPOAOMKANM HACTynaTb, MX 6blN0 cAUWKOM mHoro. OH Habnwgan, Kak OHU
pasgenunmce Ha 6osiee MefiKMe TpPynnbl, PaccpPenoTouMBanacb MO MNepumeTpy, 4tobbl 060iTH
noceneHue.

Noam B3bUpannce Ha BOpoTa, Aenana 3apybkm Tonopamu. Neppu BbINYCTUA NOCNEAHIOK CTPeny,
NPOH3UB OAHOIO U3 HUX HACKBO3b. HepoctaTtouHo. CanwKom no3aHo. OH ycabiwan TPeck u ysuaen,
KaK pacnaxHyancb BopoTa. OHM Hbiamv npobuTsbl 1 ropenu. [bim Wen U3 KOHIOWEH U OT ALLMKOB BO3e
KYXHU.

Meppun CNYCTUACA C KPbILWKM, BbIXBATUA HOX U CMPbITHYA C NeCTHUUbl. OH BOH3WA €ro B XWBOT
4yenoseka, Koraa ToT npoberan mmmo. BoKpyr pasgaBannck 3Hakomble ronoca. OH Ux egBa cablwan,
He AymMasa HM O 4Yem, Kpome Kak O Tom, 4Tobbl HalTM cnegyrouwero Hanagawoouwero. MomeHT
KonebaHWA, HEBEPHbIN LWar U OH NPOH3MUT ero.

B BCnbIWwKax oH BUAeN, Kak Pue cpaxkaetca pagom, ero Kocbl bbiam pasmbitel. OH Buaen MNpuHa
n MegBega. PoyaHa, KOTOPbIM CONPOTUBAAACA M3YYEHUIO OpYXMA. MOAAKW, YbA KU3Hb Oblna
NnoTpayeHa Ha 3aXKUBJIeHME PaH.

Meppn mMenbkoM yBMAEN YEepHYH LWAMNKY, ABMXKYLLYOCA No nonaHe. Yronek. MyxunHa ¢
BOJI0CAaMM, 3anNNeTEHHbIMU B KOCbI, KaK Y Puda, cxsaTunn ero 3a nne4vo n céun c Hor. Meppu Habatogan,
KaK OH 6eccuibHO Cbexkmnaca, XoTa 3To 6bin0 He Tak. Hu y Koro He 6bin10 6onblie cunbl, Yem y Hero, Ho
Yronek cxanca n He conpoTtusnanca. BHesanHo MBa 6pocunacb Bnepes U BOH3WIA KUHXKAN B HOTY
MY3KUYMHbl. OHa B3Ana YronbKa 3a pyKy W noTawuaa B 6aunKanwmii gom.

HanetuMk ¢ meTannMyeckMmu LWMNamu BOKPYr rna3 3ameTtun lNeppum u 6pocuaca Ha Hero,
BbICOKO MoAHAB Tonop. Y MNeppu 6bin HOX... HE TO OpyKMKe, YTobbl BpocuTb BbI3OB TOMOpPY. MexKay
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HMMMK OCTaBaNOCb BCEro HECKOJIbKO LLAroB, KOrga cTpesia NpoH3uaa ronoBy HaneTdMKa, cbuB ero c
Hor. 3BYK yAapa bbln MOX0X Ha TPECK KaMEHHOM Yepenuubl. TeN0 MyKUYMHbI M TOMOP C FYXUM CTYKOM
ynanu Ha 3emnio. MogHAs rnasa, MNeppu yBuAaen Ha Kpbiwe Xanpa, TeTMBA €ro /ykKa Bce elle
AporKana.

OH pa3BepHY/ICA U pUHYACA 06paTHO B 6o, TepAa BPeMS, NOKa KTO-TO He 3aKpuyan:

- Otctynaem! - HaxogdAwmeca Ha nonsHe OTBETMAM HaA npusbiB. OH yBMAEAN, 4YTO TOANa
CTAHOBUTCA BCE pexKe, NepectaeT bUTLCA U 1A3raTb OPYXKUEM.

OWweNoMNEHHbIN, OH CMOTPE, KaK HaleTYMKM OTCTYNAOT NO NOJIHO, KOTOPOE OHU NEPECEKNN He
6onee yaca Hasaa. HekoTopble Hecin ¢ cobo MeLKK ¢ eaoi Uam apyrve npunacbl. Xana u Xeigex
CTPENANN MO HUM C KpbiLl, 3aCTaBNsAA 6POCUTb YKpaZEeHHbIe Beln 1 berKaTb.

Korga nocnegHuii 3 Hux ywen, Meppu ocMmoTpen Tepputoputo. Hy>KHO BbIN10 TYyWNTb NOXKapbl.
Bonblie Bcero ero 6ecnokonnn AWMKK, ropeBlUne pPaLoM C KyxHel. OH nopyunn 3Ty paboty Pudy, a
notom nocnan [pyTMKa BbiCNeAUTb HANETYMKOB U ybeauTbCA, YTO OHW He BO3BpaTATCA. [loTom
ornagen nonsHy. MNosctoay Bansnuch Tena.

Meppu oboLwen NonsHy, Halen Kaxaoro paHeHoro v nogossan Moaau K Tem, KTo noctpagan
cunbHee. OH HacuuTan ABaauatb [AeBATb MepTBeuoB. Bce Hanetymkun. HM oauMH M3 HUX He
npuHagnexkan emy. llecTHaguaTb yenoBeK OblIM paHeHbl, AecATb U3 HUX 6blin u3 loToKa. Y
MepBeas 6bln1a paHa Ha PYKe, HO OH BbIXKMBET. POYaHy HY»KHO Obl/10 3alWKTb paHy Ha ronose. bbinu
ApYyrue TpaBMbl: CIOMAHHas HOra, C/IOMaHHble NasbLbl, PybLbl U OXKOTU, HO HUYETO CMEPTE/IbHOTO.

B MOMEHT, Koraa OH OCO3Has, YTO BCE OHM BbIXKWAW, OH MOLIEN Brepes Yepes COMaHHbIe,
rnaBHble BOPOTA, MOKa NOTOK 06/1eryeHns He 3aCTaBM €ro BCTaTb Ha KONEHW. 3apbiBLUMCH Na/ibLLaMu
B 3€MJIt0, OH NMOYYBCTBOBA/I, KaK NMy/ibcauus 3eMan npobexkana no ero Tesy, ycrnokansas ero.

Korga oH nogHAncA, ero B3rnag, ynan Ha BCMbILWKY CBETa Ha BOCTOKE, a 3aTeM B Apyroe MecTo,
YyyTb ceBepHee. ITO ObiNM CBETAWMECA NOJOCblI BOPOHOK, Magatowmx ¢ Heba. Kakoe-To Bpems OH
Habnogan 3a bypamu Baaneke, BNUTbIBas TOT GaKT, 4To ero 3emna ropena. OH 3aWMTUA NoceneHne
OT HanageHua naen, Ho Idup Obl CUWLKOM CUAbHLIM BParom, 4Ytobbl oToMTbCA. OH He NO3BOAUT
3TOMY OTArOTUTb ero ceivac. CeroaHs oH nobeamn. HUUTO He MOF/I0 OTHATb 3TO.

OH BepHyANcA Ha NONSAHY W 3aHANCA pacnpaBoi Hag ybuTbiIMM HaneTunmkamu. CHayana OHuU
3abpann UEHHOCTM Yy MepTBbiX. KnaHy noHagobutca ux opy»kue, nosca M obyBb. 3aTeM OHMU
norpysuauM Tena Ha NoBO3KM, COBepLLan OA4HY NOe3AKy 3a APYroi no necyaHou Tpone. Ha nasxe oHu
cnoxunu aepeso, dopmupysa Koctep. Korga Bce 6bi10 rotoBo, oH 6pocun daken, 0OCBETUB AEPEBO, U
NPOU3HEeC C/I0Ba, KOTOpble A0NXHbI 6blAn BbICBOBOAUTL AylM ymeplumx B doup. OH caenan 31o ¢
HEKOTOpbIM yausaeHuem ans ceba. 3gech, nocne 6UTBbI, Kak U BO BPeMA Hee, HU ero rosioc, HU pyKu
He APOrHyAu.

Bblno yxe AaneKko 3a NongeHb, Korga oH, ApoXa OT YCTaNoCTH, HanpPaBUACA MO TPONUHKe Yepes
AOtoHbI K noceneHuto. Meppu 3ameannn war, n Pue gorHan ero. OHM NponycTUAM OCTaNbHbIX BNepesq,.

Pybalwka Meppu 6blna B NATHAX KPOBW, KOCTALWKKU NajbLEB NY/JbCMPOBAAM, U OH OblN yBEPEH,
4YTO eMy CHOBa C/IOMafn Hoc, HO Pud cymen npoiith yepes Hanet 6e3 eanHOM LapanuHbl. Meppu He
3Han, Kak emy 370 yganocb. OH BMAaen, Kak Pug cpaxancsa Tak e YNopHO, KakK U OH, MOXeT ObITb,
elle yrnopHee.

- Y70 Tbl AENAN CErOAHA YTPOM? - CNPOCU OH.

Pu¢ yxmbinbHynca.

- Cnan pono3gaHa. A Tbi?

- KHury uutan.

Pud nokauan ronosoi.

- Al Tebe He Bepto. MNocne YTeHMA Tbl BbINMAANULWD elle Xy*Ke. - OH 3aMo/14an Ha MFHOBEHUeE, U
BeCenbe Mcyesno ¢ ero auua. - CerogHAa Ham noBesno. bONbWKMHCTBO M3 3TUX NKOAEN MOHATUA He
UMENU, KaKk CpaxKaTbCs.
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OH 6bin NpaB. HaneTunkm 6b1an B OTYAAHUM U Ae30PraHN30BaHbl. [TOTOKY He NoBe3eT ABaKAbl.

- EcTb ngeun, otkyaa oHn? - cnpocun Meppwu.

- C tora. HeckonbKo Heaenb Hasag OHWM noTepsann ceBoe noceneHve. OH Bblygun 3Ty
MHOOPMALMIO M3 OOHOrO M3 paHeHbIX, NPeXKAe YeM OH OTBe3 WMX Ha nobepexbe. - OHM UCKaNU
YKpbITMA. [ymato, OHM NpOC/biWanM O Hawer cnaboctM M pewmanm puckHyTb. OHM He OyayT
nocneaHUMM, KTo nonbiTaetcs. - Pue ykasan nogbopogkom Ha Meppu. - Tbl 3HaeLLb, YTO, BOSMOKHO,
He cTtoan 6bl 34ecb, ecnn 6bl Ha Tebe bbina uenb? OHM Obl HaLeNMAUCh Ha TebAa. YKOKowWwb anaepa, a
OCTaNbHOE He COCTaBUT Npobaem.

Meppwn octaHoBuACA. OH NOAHAN PYKY, YYBCTBYA, UTO HA LUEe HET TAXKECTU, U TYT 3aMeTUN, YTo
Pud HeceT ero cymky.

- OHa 34echb, - CKa3an oH, npoTarneas ee. - CTpaHHas Bewb, MeperpuH. MHoraa KaxkeTcs, 4Tto Thbl
3HaelWb, YTO YTO-TO CAYYUTCA PaHbLUE, YeM 3TO NPOU3oMAET.

- Her, - ckasan Meppu, npuHMmasn ee. - Ecam 6bl A mor npeackasbiBaTb byayliee, s 6bl MHOTMOro
nsbexan. - OH BbITAWMA UEMb M3 KOMAHOIO MelKa. Ha MrHoBeHME OH C)Ka/jl ee B pyKe W
MoYyyBCTBOBA CBA3b C Basiom 1 oTuoM.

- 3a 370 Te6A 1 Ha3bIBAIOT repoem, - CKazan Puo. - A yxke cabiwan 3To HECKONBbKO pas.

Tak nn a10? Neppun HaTAHYA LEenb Yepes ronoBy.

- ymato, eanHOXKAbl U HEAABHO, - MOLWYTWU/T OH, HO 3TO HE MMENO CMbIC/A ANA Hero. To, YTo OH
caenan cerogHs, HUYemM He OT/IMYaNO0Ch OT MOMbITKM cnact CTapuHy Yuana Bo Bpems bypu.

MpUBAN3MBLLMCL K NMOCENEHUIO, OH YBUAEN, YTO KNaH XaeT ero. OHM 06pa3oBanu Kpyr BOKpyr
Hero. MNonsHa 6blna BbIMbITa BegpPamMu BOAbl, HO TPA3b NOL HOramMu cogepkana cieapl nensia u
KpoBMW. PUd pagom c HAM 4TO-TO NPOBOpPYAs, pearmpysa Ha 3anax, BUCEBLUMI B BO3ayxe. YMCTbIl cTpax
TAXKENI0 AaBWA Ha HOC.

Meppu 3HanN, YEro OHU XOTAT... YTOObI MX YCMOKOWAW, CKA3ann, YTo TeMepb BCE B MNOPAAKE, YTO
XyZwee no3aam... Ho OH He MOr 3Toro cgenatb. Jpyroi KnaH Hamaget Ha Hux. MpuaeT ewe oaHa
apupHan 6ypa. OH He mor conraTb M CKasaTb MM, YTO BCe B nopaaKe. Kpome Toro, oH 6bin yXKaceH B
NPOU3HOLWEHUN peyenr. EMy HyXKHO BblJI0 CKa3aTb YTO-TO UCKPEHHEE W BaXKHOE, NPUYEM OH A0J/IKEeH
6blnN CMOTPETbL NHOAAM B r/1a3a.

OH npo4yunctmna ropno.

- Mbl BCe elle MOXKem NOCBATUTb Ny4LUYHo YacTb AHA paborTe.

Noan MoToKa HeyBepeHHO MOCMOTPENN APYr HA Apyra, HO Yepe3 HECKO/IbKO MIHOBEHU OHU
3alWeBe/IMNNUCL, OTMNPABAAACb YMHUTb 3alUUTHbIE CTEHbl M 4Yepenuuy Ha Kpbllle, U AenaTb Bce
OCTaNbHble HeobXxoaMMble PEMOHTHbIE PaboTbl.

lFonoc Puda 6611 TUXMM PSAOM C HUM.

- Monogeu,

Meppn KuHyA. [ocTaBneHHble 3a4ayn MOMOryT MM paccnabutbcA. PemMoHT noceneHus
YCMOKOWUT MUX 6onblue, Yem Ntobas peyb, KOTOPYIO OH MOXKET NPOU3HECTU.

3aTem npuwWwao BpemMs eMy camomy AenaTb cBoto paboTy. OH Hayan ¢ 3anagHoro Kpas cBoeu
TEpPPUTOPUM U HanpaBuaCcA Ha BOCTOK. OH Hawen MNOTOK B KOHIOLWWHAX, B NOAAX, B raBaHW, MOCMOTPEen
MM B /1a3a W CKasas, YTo ropauTcs TEM, YTO OHM CAENANN CeroaHs.

Mo3aHO Houblo, Korga B noceneHuMn 6biio Tuxo, MNeppu nogHAnca Ha Kpbiwy. OH CXuman
TAMKeNble 3BeHbA LEenn Ha Lwee, NOKa X0N04HbIA MEeTanNn He COrpesica MeXay ero nanbues. Bnepsble
OH no4yBcTBOBaN ceba KpoBHbIM BOXKAEM.
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I'nasa 20. APUA

- FToToB? - cnpocuna Apusa PokoTa.

OHW pas3bunn narepb y 3SMENHOWN pPeKN, KOTOPAA JOMKHA b6blia npusectTn ux K Poram. Cyposble,
yCbiNaHHble rpaBMem bepera 6bliM yceaHbl BeTBAMMU. LLIMpokaa peka Tekna rnagko, v bblna Kak
3epKano, oTpaxkaa Kpyauweecs apupHoe Hebo. OHWM ABUranmcb HbICTPO B TEYEHWE OHA, Aep’Kacb
Bnepean apupHoi bypu. Janekunin Bu3r apupHoix Tpyb AoNeTan o ee ywen, NoKanbiBaa KOXY Ha
3aTbl/Ke.

POKOT OTKMHY/ICA CMMHOM Ha CBOKO CYMKY W CKPECTUA PYKM Ha TPyAM.

- 1 6611 TOTOB C TOrO AHA, KaK NPOCHYACA, a J/InB He b6bln10. A Tbi?

MocnepgHiolo Hepento oHM nposenun, B3bupasacb Ha Jlessue PelHAKepa - XONOLHbIN FOPHbIN
nepesas, OKaMIEHHbI OCTPbIMK, NAPAWMMU MUKAMK, MOXOXKUMU HA U3MENbYEHHbIV MeTann. C ee
ywamu u ywamm PokoTa, oHW nsberanm CTONKHOBEHUI C APYFMMU NHOABMU U BOJIKAMMU, HO OHU He
CMornn n3bexkaTb MOCTOAHHOIO BETPA, KOTOPbLIV Npopesan nepesas, NOMMaBLLMIA ero B 0BYLUKY, YTO
Ka3anocb Be4YHOW 3umoit. N'ybbl Apun ob6BeTpUAnCb M NOTpecKanucb. Horm NoKpbIMCh BOAABIPAMM,
PYKW OHEMesNM, HO 3aBTpa, CNYCTA ABE HeAeNWn Mocae TOro, Kak OHW MOKUHYAW MOTOK, OHM HaKoHeL,
nobepytca ao Kpas.

- [da. ToToBa, - OTBETMNA OHA, CTapaAcb rOBOPUTb yBEPEHHEE, YeM YyBCTBOBaNA. MacwTab ee
3agaun nopaxkan ee. Kak oHa cobupanacb y3HaTb oxpaHaemy uHbopmauuio y Cobona -
YyscTBytowero, Yto npesvpan MoceneHues? Y KpoBHOro BOXAA, KOTOPbIA HUKOMY He AoBepseT
CEKpPEeT, KOTOPbI OXpaHAeT?

OHa npeactasmaa Horm Korts, 6onTtatowmeca Hag nupcom. Ecnm oHa noTepnuT Heyaady, Kak
OHa ero BbITalUT? byaeT m 310 KoHew, pe3e? Apua Nnokayasia rosioBoin, oTroHsAa 6becnokoiicteo. OHa
He Morna no3BosnTb cebe Tak AymaTb.

- lymaewb, Cobonb 3axo4eT TOproBaTbCA? - cnpocmaa oHa. OHM cobupannce CKasatb emy, YTo
npuexanu ot umeHu [leppu, KOTOpPbIA, Kak HOBbIM KpOBHbIM BOXAb [MOTOKa, XOTen pPacToprHyTb
NOMOJIBKY, YCTPOEHHy0 Balinom rogom paHee. OHM TaKkKe MOMbITAOTCA KynUTb MHPOPMaLUIO O
MeCTOHaxoXxaeHuun ficHoro Heba.

POKOT nokayan ronosom.

- MoHATUA He umeto. MOTOK yXKe NPUHAN NepBy0 NONOBUHY NPUAAHOrO. EANHCTBEHHDbIN cnocob,
KOTOpbIM [eppu MoXKeT BEPHYTb eMy AOAT — 3TO OTAATb TEPPUTOPUM, HO C yXyAleHnem dpumpa 3Toro
MOXKeT ObITb HeA0CTAaTOYHO. KTO NonaeT Ha HOBYIO TEPPUTOPULO TONBKO AN1A TOTO, YTOObl NOCMOTpPETb,
KaK OHa nonbixaeT? - OH pacnpasua Naedn. — 3TO ManoBEPOATHO, HO MOXKeT cpaboTaTb. HackonbKo
A 3Hato, Cobonb *KaaHbii. CHayana nonpobyem.

BTopoli BapnaHT cOCTOAN B TOM, YTOObI BbIHIOXaTb U BbIACHUTb MECTOHAXOXAeHWe AcHOro Heba,
3abpatb /Ine n cbexkaTb.

Korga oHu 3amonyanu, Apma 3acyHyna pyKy B CYMKy, Hallynas pe3Horo cokona. OHa nposena
nasbLamu MO TEMHOMY AepeBy, BCMOMMHAA ynblbKy Meppu, Koraa oH ckasan: - «Moi noxox Ha
yepenaxy».

- Ecnv oH npuunHaeT et 601b MK NPUHYXKAAET ee KakMm-1mbo obpasom...

OHa nogHsana rnasa. POKOT cmoTpen Ha KocTep. Ero TemHble rnasa METHYAUCh K HEW, Npexae
4yeM BepHyTbCA K OrHo. OH 3aKyTanca B ManbTo, U OTO/AECKM NIAMEHU MAACANN HA ero KpacuBom
nvue.

- 3abyap, 4TO A CKasan.

- POKOT... Bce byaeT xOpoLuo, - CKa3asa OHa, XOTA 3Ha/a, YTO 3TO He MPUHECET eMy HWKAKOro
yTeweHua. OH 6bln NomaH B NOBYLWIKY 60M He3HaHuA. OHa BCMOMHWMAG, YTO YyBCTBOBaNA TO e
camoe, Korfa ucKana csoto MaTb. Llnkn Hagexabl, a 3aTem 60A3Hb HafEeATbCA, @ 3aTeM NPOCTO CTpax.
[pyroro BbIxoAa, KPOMe KakK y3HaTb NpaBay, He 6bin10. Mo KpaitHen mepe, OH NONYYUT ee 3aBTpa.

OHWM CHOBa NOrpy3MAUCH B TULIMHY, Npexae Yyem POKOT 3aroBopu CHOBA.
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- Apua, 6yab octopoxkHa ¢ Cobonem. Ecnn oH MoOYyBCTBYET, YTO Tbl HEPBHMYaelWb, OH byaeT
BblBEAbIBATb, MOKa HE Y3HAET NOYeEMY.

- A Mory cnpATaTb CBOWM HEpPBbl, YTO NIEeXKaT Ha MOBEPXHOCTU, HO A HEe CMOry nepectatb WX
YyBCTBOBATb. OTO HE TO, YTO MOKHO BbIKNKOUYUTb U BKAOUYUTD.

— BoT noyemy Tbl AOMKHA AEpPXKaTbCA OT HEro KakK MOXHO Aanbuwe. Mbl Haaem cnocob
CNOKOMHO ornaaeTbcsa B nonckax AcHoro Heba.

OHa npuAaBuHYya HOrM NOBAMIKE K OTHIO, YYBCTBYA, KaK »Kap NPOHMKaET B Nasiblbl HOT.

— 3HayuT, A A0XKHA AepXKaTbCA NOAA/bLIE OT Ye/0BEKA, C KOTOPbIM Hago cbnm3unTbea?

- Ot YyscTBYylowero, - ckasan PokoT, 6yaTo 6bl 3T0 BCe 06BbACHANO.

B KaKOM-TO CMbICNE TaK OHO 1 Bbio.

Mocne HECKONbKMX 4YacoB 6ECNOKOMHOro CHa OHa MPOCHYNAacb Ha paccBeTe W BbiTalluna m3
cymKku csoit CmapTteusop. OHa Buaena lecca aBaxkabl B HeAEN, HO UX BCTPEYM Dbl KOPOTKUMM.
EmMy HyYXXHbl 6blIM HOBOCTW, @ XOAUTb AEHb WU HOYb C 3aMep3LMMU PYKamMWU U HOFaMun SIBHO He
rognnocb. OH He no3Bo/MA el cHoBa yBuAaeTb Korta. OTKasanca pacckasaTb el 4to-mbo o
cocToAHuM pesbl. BCcAKMI pas, Korga oHa cnpalmBana, OH MPepbiBaacA, BHE3aNHO OCTaBAAA ee.
Tenepb OHA peLwuna, YTO XBATUT OCTaBaTbCA B HEBEAEHUM.

Pagom co cnawmm PokoTtom, oHa ogena CmapTeu3op m Bbi3Bana puspaka.

Yepes HECKO/IbKO CEKYHA, NOCae TOro, Kak OHa Harkana Ha benyto macky, Apua pasgennnacob. Ee
cepale noAanpbIrHyNo, Korga oHa y3Hana Mwup. 970 6bin oanH U3 ee NtobMMbIX, OCHOBAHHbIA Ha
CTapUHHOW KapTuHe, nsobpaxaswen cbopuule nogein Ha bepery CeHbl. [MoBclogy Noan B oaexae
0EeBATHAALATOr0 BeKa MPOryavMBajnuCb WAM  OTAbIXaNAW, HACNAKAAACb COJIHUEM, MOKa NO4KK
CKONb3WAW MO rnagKkon Boae. Beceno webetann NTuubl, NErkuii BeTEpPOK LWenecTen B KPOHax
aepesbes.

- Al 3HaAN, YTO Tbl HE CMOXKELLb AEPrKATbCA OT MEHSA Noganblue.

- CopeH? - no3Bana Apusa, ornaapiBaa MyX4YnH BOKPYr. OHM HOCMAM UUANHAPLI U KOCTHOMBbI C
dangamm, a KeHWKUHbl — MbllHble OKM U pasHouBeTHble 30HTMKM. OHa MoucKana B3rnsAoMm
LWMPOKME Naedn. ArpeccuBHbIi TN nogbopoaka.

- Al 3gecb, - CKazan OH. - Tbl NPOCTO He BUAMNLWDbL MeHA. Mbl HeBUAMMBbI. J1loAM CYMUTAIOT, YTO Thl
mepTBa. Ecam KTo-To yBMAKT Tebs, A He CMOTY CKpbITb 3TO OT OTUA. [axKe y MeHA ecTb npeaesol.

Apus nocmoTpena Ha cBou pykn. OHa He BMAENa HU UX, HU KaKoi-nmbo 4actm cebs. Ee
oxBaTMAa NaHWKa. OHa 4yyBcTBOBana cebs He Gosnee yem napAweir Napon rnas. B peanbHocTM OHa
nowesenuna naablamu, YTobbl M36aBUTHCA OT 3TOFO OLLYLLLEHUA.

3aTem OHa yc/abilWwana ronoc, KOTopblii 3HaNa BCH CBOKO XU3Hb.

- MunKcK, Tbl 3aropaxkMBaeLlb MHe CBET.

OHa nocnenoBasa 3a 3BYKOM K MUCTOUYHMKY, ee cepalie 3aKon0TMAoCh B rpyan. Kaneb cuaen Ha
KpacHOM ofenfie BCEro B HECKO/IbKMX LWarax oT Hee, Aenan Habpocku B 610KHOTe. KOHUMK ero s3blKa
TOpYan U3 yronka pTa - NPUBbIYKA, KOTOPYIO OH Npnobpen, Koraa 6bia 3aXBa4eH CBOMMMU TBOPEHUAMM.
Apuna ornagena ero HeykaKXKue KOHEYHOCTUM WU PbIdKME BOJIOCHI, MOKA OH BOAW/I KAapaHAAWOM No
cTpaHuue. OH 6bin Tak NoxoXK Ha MNelican. 1o cux Nop oHa He MOHMMAnNa, HaCKO/SIbKO OHU NMOXOXM.

- OH MeHA CAbIWKUT? - NPOLLENTasa OHa BbICOKMM, TOHKMM FO/IOCOM.

- Her, - otBetun CopeH. - OH NOHATMA HE UMEET, YTO Mbl 34€eCb. Tbl FOBOPMIA, UTO XOYELLb €ro
BUAETD.

OHa xoTena ropasgo 6onbwero. Apum HyXHbl 661K Yacbl, 4HW, YTOObI NPOBECTU UX BMECTe C
Kanebom. Mopa paccka3aTb emy, Kak OHa coxkaneeT o [elcnM M KaK CKyyaeT No erKeAHEeBHbIM
BCTpeyam c HuMm. Kaneb 6bin Tam ¢ gpyrumu nwoabMu. MUKCM monya cuaena pagom C HUM,
Habnogan, Kak OH pUCYeT, ee 4YepHble, KaK CMO/Jb BOJIOCbl, OblIM MOACTPUMKEHbI KOpPOYE, Yem
nomHuna Apua. Apumn 6blno MHTepecHo, 4To YyBcTByeT CopeH, rnaaa Ha Hee. MeHblue roaa Hasag
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OHM BCTpeyanucb. PyHa Toxe 6bina Tam c tOnutepom, GapabaHwmKom «ONPOKUHYTLIX 3e/1eHbIX
6yTbINOK». OHU CANAUCH B CTPACTHOM Nouenye, He o6paLLas HM Ha KOTO BHUMAHMUS.

YTO-TO B HUX... BO BCEX... KA3a10Cb AANIEKMM N OTHAAHHbIM.

- MNo3pgpasnsto, - ckazan CopeH. - OPMUMANBHO Tbl HUKTO.

OHa ornsgena nycroe NPOCTPaAHCTBO pPsAAOM ¢ coboit. CTpaHHO BblNo cAbiWwaTb €ro rosoc U He
BMAOETb €0 CamMoro.

- CopeH, 3T0 XYTKO.

- Monpobyit Tak NO6bITb NATb MECALLEB, @ MOTOM PACCKaXKM MHe, YTO Tbl YyBCTBYELLb.

— 3T0... 3TO AeNCTBUTENbHO TaK Tbl NPOBOAULLIbL BPEMA?

- [lymaewb, mHe HpasuTcA NpATatbca? Mol oTtew 3anpemun MHe, Apua. [ymaewb, Tbl
€4MHCTBEHHAA, KOro OH npogan nocne ToM Hounm? - OH ObIPKHYA, CNOBHO COXanes O CBOMX
nocneaHux cnosax. - B nobom cnyyae... HeBarKHO. - OH B34OXHyA. - 3aueHu. HOnutep n PyHa
HpaBAaTca apyr gpyry. A ato npeasuaen. On - xopowwnit napeHb. N Hennoxo NunoT. Mbl paHblie
pa3B/ieKaNnCb, FOHAAN HA Oun-BuHrc, npexae Yem... Hy Tbl noHAna. Jo. U MnukcK, oHa u a 6biaun... A He
3Hato. fl He 3Hato, Kem Mmbl bblan. Ho Kaseb, Apua. YTo Tbl B HeM Hawna?

OHa Hawna B Hem TbicAYy BCero. TbicAYa BOCMOMMHAHMIK Oblna cBfA3aHa C HuMM. Kaneb
NCNO/Ib30Ba/l TaKMe CNOBa, KaK «AEepP3KU» U «BAAbIM», YyTobbl onucaTb uUBeta. OH 06U cywn,
NOTOMY YTO OHM OblIN NPEKpPaCHbl. 3aCMeABLUNCb, OH MPUKPbIBAN POT pyKkoi. Korga oH 3eBan, TO He
caenan atoro. OH 6bln NepBbIM Ma/IbYMKOM, KOTOPOro OHA Mouenosana, U 3To bbina KatactTpoda...
HUYero noxokero Ha Tpenet ot nouenya c Meppu. OHM 6GblAM HA Konece obo3peHma B Mwupe
KapHaBana. lnasa Kaneba 6b11m OTKPbITbI, YTO e He NOHPaBMAOCb. OHa NOLLEN0BaNA ero B HUXKHIOK
ryby, 4To NOKa3anocb emy CTpaHHbIM. Ho rnasHas npobaema, pewnnm oHu1, 3akito4anacb B TOM, YTO B
nouenye He 6b110 cMbicna. Mnm «cepbe3HOCTU», KaK Ha3blBan 3To Kaneb.

Tenepb, KOr4a oHa CMOTpesia Ha Hero, OHa Bugena cMbica. Bece, YTo OHa YyBcTBOBasMa — HbINIO
neyanbto. 3a Hero. 3a TO, KaKMMMK OHU Bblnn. HMYTO He ByaeT NpeXHUM.

BHMMaHWe Apun NepeKNoYMN0Ch Ha ero PUCYHOK, NH06ONbITCTBYA YBUAETb, YTO €ro NOraAoLLaerT.
Habpocok npeactasnan coboit BuMA, cOOKYy cKenetoobpasHoM ¢urypbl, cuaAlLe Ha KOPTOYKaX,
KONEHWN U PYKKU, KOTOPOM BblNK COTHYTbI, FosioBa onyuweHa. OHa goxoauna A0 CamMoro Kpas /IncTa, Tak
yTo PUrypa Kasanacb 3anepToi B KOpobKe. PUCYHOK Bbll MPaUHbIM, YIPOXKaOLWMM U HE UMEN HUYEro
obuiero c ero 06bI4YHBbIMK pacn/ibiBYaTbIMKN HabpocKamu.

BHe3anHo B Mupe Bouapuaacb TMWKMHA. ApuAa nogHAana rnasa. Jepesba 3actblin. C pekn He
OOHOCUNOCb HU 3BYKa. MUp cTan TakKMM e HEenoABUKHbIM, Kak WU KapTMHA, MO KOTOPOM OH Obin
CMOAENNPOBAH, 3a UCKNOYEHMEM HECNOKOMHbIX, eABa 3aMeTHbIX ABMKeHU ntogeit. Kaneb otopsan
B3rnag oT anbboma. MNuKen npuuypunacb, nocmoTpena Ha Hebo, NOTOM Ha PEKy, CNIOBHO He Beps
CcBOMM rnasam. PyHa u KOnuTtep oTcTpaHMAUCD M B 3aMeLLATENbCTBE NOCMOTPENN APYT Ha Apyra.

- CopeH... - Havyana Apwua.

- ObbI4HO BCe BO3BpalLaeTcA.

OH 6bin npaB. CeKyHAY CNycTA CHOBA MOC/bIWANOCL NEHNE NTUL, U IETKUA BETEPOK LLEBEbHYA
NINCTbA Hag ee ronoBoi. Ha o3epe NapyCHUKM NPOAOIKUAN CBOM NYTb MO BOAE.

Mup pa3bnokMpoBancsa, HO He BEPHYACA K HOpmanbHoOMy cocToAHuto. Kaneb 3axnonHyn
anbbom M cyHyn KapaHpaw 3a yxo. My)KuMHa pagom OTKaWANfACA U NOMNPaBUA raacTyk, NpoaoKan
MaTM No TPOnWHKe. [locTeneHHO pPa3roBopbl BOKPYr HUX BO30OHOBWAMCL, HO OHW Ka3aaUCb
HATAHYTbIMMW, CINLLIKOM BOCTOPKEHHbIMMU.

ApuUKW HUKOrAa He CHWAUCb CHbl, NMOKa ee He W3rHanu u3 pesbl. Tenepb OHa BUAENa, Kak
NoxoxM Mupbl Ha HUX. XOPOLWIKIA COH — 3TO TO, 3a YTO LEennAewbca 40 NOCAeAHEr0 MOMEHTa Nepes,
TeM, Kak npocHyTbcs. Kaneb yennsanca. OHM Bce 3TO Aenann. Bce B 3Tom mecTe 6bI10 XOPOLLO, U OHU
He XOTeNu BUAETb HUKAKOrO HAMEKa Ha ero KoHel,.

- CopeH, Mbl MOXeMm YyUTK oTcroga? A He Xouy Ha 3TO CMOTpPETb...
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OHKM BepHY/AUCb B OMEpPHbIA 3an MNpeXae, YeM OHa 3aKOH4YMAa roBopuTb. Apus nocmoTpena
BHU3, C 0bneryeHnem ysmaes cebs.

CopeH cToan pagom c Helt Ha cueHe. OH CKPecTUn pyKKU Ha rpyam n nogHan 6posb.

- Y70 Tbl AyMaelb O CBOEM NPeXKHeN KU3HM? Bce no-apyromy, BEpHO?

— 370 elle MATKO CKa3aHO. [NII0K TONIbKO YTO... KaK 4acTo 3TO NPOUCXoauT?

- Heckonbko pa3 B AeHb. 1 nousyyan ero. Ckayok HanpsaxkeHusa. OguMH M3 Kynonos, rae
HaxoAnTcA reHepaTop, Obl1 NOBPENKAEH 3TOM 3UMOM, TaK YTO BCE... FHOYUT.

BonHa oueneHeHWs nNpokaTuaacb No Hel. To e camoe cayumnochb ¢ bnaxkeHctsom, Moaynem,
roe ymepna ee matb.

- OHM He MOryT ero NOYNHUTL?

- OHM nbiTatoTcA. OHKM Bceraga aTMm 3aHMMatoTca. Ho Koraa adupHble 6ypu yCUANBALOTCA, OHU He
MOTYT 3a71aTaTb NOBPEXAEHMA AOCTAaTOYHO ObICTPO.

— BoT noyemy TBOW oTel, HacTanBaeT Ha TOM, YTobbI A Hawna fAcHoe Hebo.

— OH B OTYafHWUW... NN, OOMKHO ObITb, B OTY4AaAHMU. Mbl JONXKHbI BblibpaTbcA oTcloAa. ITO
BCEro /IWb BONPOC BpemeHU. - OH MpayvHoO yablbHyncA. — BoT rge nosasasewbea Tol. Tbl XOTena mx
yBUAETb, N A pacckasan Tebe, 4To npoucxoamTt B [pese. Tenepb Tbl AO/IKHA NOMOYb MHe, KOraa A
BbIPBYCb OTCHOAA.

OHa nsyyana ero.

- Tbl 4€MCTBUTENIBHO FrOTOB BCe HPOCUTL?

- YT0 8ce, Apna? - OH yCTaBUJ/ICA Ha 3pUTE/IbCKME MeCTa. - Xouellb 3HaTb, YTO A ocTasaato? OTua,
KOTOpbIN UrHopmpyeT meHs. KoTopbii MHe parke He dosepsem. [lpy3en, KOTOPbIX i HE BUXKY, U
Mogaynb, KoTopbiii a¢MpHan byps BCKope pasHeceT. Jymaellb, A byay ckyyaTb no Bcemy stomy?
yHce CHapyXu. - OH rnyboKo B3A0XHYA M 3aKpPbIA r1a3a, MealeHHO Bblablxas. Ycnokameasa cebs. - Mol
A0r0BOPUNUCE USIN HET?

OH ObIN1 TaK ganek ot Aep3Kkoro, BnactHoro CopeHa, KOTOPOro oHa nomHuna. Ta Houb B Ar-6
N3MeHu1a ux oboumx.

- 3aecb He neryve.

— J70 03HayaeT aa’?

OHa KnBHyNa.

- Ho TonbKO ecnm Tbl NPUCMOTPULLL 33 KOE-KEM, NMOKa He Bblbepellbca cloaa.

OH 3amep.

- Kaneb6? byget caenaHo. [laxke ecnn oH 6ecnoniesHblii KyCoK...

- Peub npet He o Kanebe.

CopeH moprHy.

- Tol MmeeLwb B BUAY NaeMaHHUKa [AnKaps? MoCTOPOHHEro, YTO C/10Mas1 MHE Yesnocms?

- OH cgenan 3To, NOTOMY YTO Tbl HaMan Ha MeHs, - OTpe3asia OHa. - He 3abbiBali 06 aTom. U Tebe
Nydlle nogymaTh elle pas, ec/iv Tbl MAELWb MCTUTb. Meppn Mor 6bl YHUUTOXKUTL TebA.

CopeH noaHAN PYKU.

- Monerye, Turpuua. A npocto cnpocua. Tak Tbl Xo4ellb, YTobbl A nocuaen ¢ pebeHKom?

OHa noka4ana ronoBoi.

- Y6eauco, 4to Korotb B 6€30MacHOCTU, HECMOTPA HU Ha 4TO. M 1 Xouy ero BMAETb.

- Korpa?

- Mpamo cenyvac.

CopeH, rnaan Ha Hee CBepPXY BHU3, ABUral YENHOCTbIO M3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY.

- MpeKpacHo, - cKkasan oH. - MHe nobonbITHO. Mongem NOCMOTPUM Ha ManeHbKoro Aukaps.

Jecatb MMHYT cnycTa Apus cugena Ha nupce M cMmoTpena, Kak Korotb yunt CopeHa /S10BUTb
pbiby. CnopTUBHbLIA U copeBHOBaTeNbHbI CopeH AEeNCTBUTENbHO XOTeN HayumTbeA, U KoroTb 3TO
noHsn. Habntogas 3a Mx 60NTOBHEN O HAXKMBKE, OHA HEOXKMAAHHO NMOYYBCTBOBAsIa ONTUMMU3M. Kaknm-
TO 06pPa3oM ABOE 3TUX OTBEPIKEHHbIX YXKMBANUCh APYT C APYTOM.
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CopeH Aepan Ha Kprouke pblby, Koraa oHa yxoguna. OHa nocnenoBaTeNlbHO BbIMOAHMAA
KOMaHZAbl, YTOObI BbIKNHOUNTL BM30p. Apusa cyHyna ero o6paTHO B CyMKy U pa3byauna PokorTa.
Mpuwno Bpems BcTpeTUTbesa ¢ Cobonem.
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I'nasa 21. IEPEI'PUH

Yepes Hepento nocne Haneta leppu npocHynca B TemHoTe. B gome 6biio TUXO, ero ntogu
Nexanu, pacTAHYBLWUCb HA NOAY, U NepBble Ny4Yn AHEBHOrO CBeTa MPOCAaYMBAIUCL CKBO3b LLEenn B
CTaBHAX.

Emy cHunacb Apus. O TOM, KaK HECKO/IbKO MecALEB Ha3az oHa ybegumna ero cnetb ei. Ero ronoc
6611 XpUNAbIM 1 NOMKUM. OH nen necHio OXOTHMKa, MOKa OHa C/yWwana, yTHO YCTPOUBLLMCL B €ro
06BATUAX.

Meppu NpuKan nanblbl K F1a3am, NOKa He yBUAEN 3BE340YKM BMeCTO ee anua. OH Bbln Takum
AYPAKOM.

OH BCTan Ha Horu u npowen mumo Lllectepkn Ha yeppak. IpuH Bce ewe He BepHyAaca oT
MappoHa, 1, Kak n onacanca MNeppwu, Motok ronogan. OH yBMAEN 3TO B HOBbIX YepTax auua UBsbl.
Ycnbiwan 3to No pe3komy TOHy B ronocax Lllectepku. MocToaHHaa 60nb nocennnacb B XMBOTE, U
BYEpPA emy MPULIIOCH CAeNaTb HOBYIO 3apybKy Ha pemHe. OH elle He YyBCTBOBaN 3TOro, HO 6oAncs,
4yTO cNabocCTb NPUAET CNEAOM.

Meppun He mor 6onble TPAaTUTb CU/bI HA NOAA, KOTOPble MOMAN cropeTb. Mexay YpesmepHom
OXOTOM M 3QUpPHbIMKM BypAMM BbiCNeaAUTb AWYb ObINO NMPAKTUYECKM HEBO3MOMKHO. [103TOMY OHM
6onblue, Yyem Korga-nnmbo, NonaraiMcb Ha Mope 1 6O/bLUYIO YacTb BPEMEHWN YMYAPANNUCD HANONHATD
KOT/Ibl B KOHLLEe AHA. HUKTO 6o/blue He »KanoBasca Ha BKYC NULM. [0104 NOKOHYMA C 3TUM.

Nx nonoxeHne Ha nobepexxkbe ObIIO MPEMMYLLECTBOM, KOTOPOro XOTenu Apyrue KnaHbl.
ExXe4HEBHO NOCTyNanu AOHeceHMA OT ero natpyna npo 6aHAabl, OOGHIOXMBAKOLWME TFPaHULY €ero
TeppuTopuun. MNeppu 3HanN, 4To 6oNbLLE HE MOXKET KAaTb Nomolm MappoHa. OH He mor JoXAaTbCA
cneaytouei bypu unu cnegyroulero Habera. Emy Hy»KHO 6b1210 YTO-TO AenaTb.

OH NOAHANCA HA HECKONbKO CTyNeHeK W 3arfAaHyN Ha Yyepaak. YroneKk nexan Ha matpace, TUXO
noxpanbiBasA. B HOYb HaneTa OH, NepenyraHHbIA W 3annakaHHbIA, NOCNEWna cloga, U € Tex Nop 3To
CTano ero mecto. Ero rnasa gepranvcb BO CHe, KanesibKa C/AOHbI CTEeKana M3 yroaka pra. Ero yepHas
WepcTAHanA Wwanka bblna cmATa B pykKe.

Meppu BcnomHun o Korte, XoTA 1 He 3HaN nodyemy. OH NpeAnonoXKu, 4to Yronek npuMepHo Ha
NATb IeT cTapwe Korta, n OHW COBEpLUEHHO He MOXO0XW No TemnepameHTy. Meppu b6bin ¢ Kortem
Ka*kablM AeHb, NOKa ero He noxutunaun. OH aeprkan Korta Ha pykax U CMOTpPes, KaKk TOT 3acbinaeT, u
BMAEN, KaK OH AeHb 33 AHEeM npeBpaLLaeTcs B 406poro n mygporo pebeHka.

OH noytV Hu4yero He 3Han 06 Yronbke. Manb4ymMK HM CNOBOM He OOMOJIBUMACA HM O CBOEM
NPOLWNOM, HM O cBoel cune. Korga oH roBopun, To yauwe orpbisanca. OH Bbln HaCTOpoOXKe U OCTpOo
pearmpoBar, Ho lMeppwu YyBCTBOBAN CBA3b C HUM. MoXeT bbITb, OH He 3HAs1 YroNbKa, HO MOHWUMAN ero.

Meppwu cnerka TONKHyA ero.

- Mpocbinaica. MHe Hy»KHO, YTOObl Tbl MOLLEN CO MHOWA.

YroneKk pacnaxHyn rnasa, a NoTOM HEeYK/KXKE U LWYMHO CMYCTUACA BHUS.

Pud v MpyTnk npocHyance. Xang n XengeH toxe. Kak n OT. OHM nocmoTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra, a
notom Puo ckasan:

- A noay. — Mocne yero, oH NoAHAACA, YTOObI NocneaoBaTh 3a Meppw.

370 6b1210 K Nydwemy. Meppu BCe paBHO cobupanca npurnacute Puda.

MNMocne Haneta WectepKka cTana obeperatb ero, Kak HMKoraa. [leppun He cTan ¢ HUMMK CNOPUTD.
OH cxBaTUAN YK Y BXOAHOWN ABEPU, MENIbKOM B3I/IAHYB Ha WWPaMbl, OCTaBAeHHble Yronbkom. Kak u Bce,
Meppu 6bln M3 NNOTU M KpoBU. OH 0BXKMranca N Uctekan Kposbto. OH Nepexun Hanet n adUpHyLo
Oypto, HO ellle CKOJIbKO pa3 oH obmaHeT cmepTb? MHoraa Hago 6bl10 MATM Ha PUCK, MHOrAA Hado
6b110 OCTOPOXKHMYATb. OH KaXKabl pas M30 BCEX CMJ1 CTApasica BbIOMpaTb MeXXAY HUMU, HO 3TO Bblno
TO, YeMY OH Y4MACA.
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3¢dup pacnpocTpaHanca no Heby cMHUMMU, cuAOWMMU BONHAMKU. OHK Bblan NAOTHEE, YeM OH
Korga-nnbo Buaen, faxe B caMble CypoBble 3umbl. CONHUE B30OMAET, U ieHb HEMHOTO MPOACHUTCA, HO
OH BCe paBHO ByaeT OTIMBATb CUHUM, KPanyaTbiM CBETOM.

C Yronbkom n Pudom no obe cTtopoHbl, MNeppn, NOKMHYB MOCENeHWEe, U HAMpPaBuACA MO
CEBEPHOW Tpone, MUHYA NPOCTPAHCTBO MEPTBOTO J1eca, KOTOPOE LEKOTANI0 ero HOC MEeIKUM Neniom
M 3acTaBnano Puda umxatb. HMKTO U3 HUX He cnpocua, Kyaa Meppu BegeT ux, 3a Y4TO OH 6bin
6naropgapeH. C KaxabIM LWArom ero nyabc yyallanca.

OH B3rNAHYA HA YronbKa, KoTopbli Bbla BCTPEBOXKEH, B HEM BCe BUBPMpPOBano u 3eneHeno. OHu
He roBOPWMAN O TOM, YTO MPOM30LLIO BO BpeMA HaneTa. Meppu Ha HECKO/IbKO MUHYT B ieHb OTBOAMUN
€ro B CTOPOHKY M MNOKa3blBaja, KaK CTpenaTb W3 NyKa. Yronek Obll y)KACHO KanpusHbIM U
HeTepnesnBbIM, HO OH cTapancA. M oH, Ka3anocb, ctan 6anke K MBe, KOTOpas, BEPOATHO, cnacna emy
¥WU3Hb. Tenepb OHM CUAENN BMECTE Ha KYXHE, N HECKONbKO AHel Ha3aa [eppu CTONKHYACA C HUMW Ha
TPONUHKe K raBaHun u ysuaen Mey B wanke Yroabka.

TponuHKA cyXanacb No Mepe yAaaneHua oT noceneHus. 3emna 34ecb 6blna HEPOBHOW U
KaMeHMUCTOMN, HeNPUroaHoOn AnA 3emnenenysa, Ho 310 Bblno xopowee MecTo AnAa oxoTbl. MMeHHO
34,eCb OH paHblle NPOBOAMA CBOM AHW. Yepes yac Tpona CBepHyaa Ha 3anaj v NpuBena Ux K ytecy
Hag mopem. Janblie 6bin 06pbiB, 06pamAsaBLLINN HEDO/bLLYIO BYXTY. YepHble CKanbl BCEX Pa3mepoB
TopYanu BAoab bepera v Hag BOAOW.

Meppu ornsHynca Ha Puda mn Yronbka.

- Tam ecTb newepa, MHe Hago, YTobbl Bbl ee yBUAENN.

Pnd OTKMHYAN KOCbl M MOCMOTPEN Ha HEro C BbipaXKeHMeM, KOToOpoe OH He MOr pacwmndpoBaTh.
Meppu mor 6bl NONbITaTLCA NPOYYBCTBOBATb €r0 HACTPOM, HO peLlna 3Toro He genatb. OH cnycTUacA
NO CKa/IMCTOMY CK/IOHY: NO KaMHAM, TBEPAOMY NECKYy M KOYKam Tpasbl. OH COTHIO pa3 NpoaenbiBan
310 ¢ PokoTtom, JZIne n Bpyk. Torga 310 KapabkaHbe 03Hayasno cBob6oay. berctBo oT HECKOHYaeMbIX
3a60T B noceneHMn n yeauHeHUe OT XM3HM KnaHa. Ceivac, BMecTo TOro, 4tobbl CTpeMuTbCA K
yberuLy, OH YyBCTBOBAs, YTO HANPABAAETCA B JIOBYLUKY.

HepBHMYaA, OH MOHAN, YTO ABUXKETCA CAMWKOM ObICTPO, M 3acTaBun ceba 3ameannTb Lwar u
noaoXaatb Yronbka u Puda, KoTopbln co3gasan Hebonblumve naBUHbI No3aam cebs.

Korga oHM pobpanucb [0 necka, OH 3anblXxaics, HO He OT chnycka. KpyTble CTeHbl yTeca
n3rnbanncob BOKpyr Hero B Gopme NOAKOBbI, M OH Y)Ke YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK BEC KaMHsS BHYTPU MeLiepbl
AaBUT Ha Hero. MNpunboii pazbusancs o beper. Kasanocb, OH cTy4uT B ero rpyan. OH He Mor NOBEPUTb
B TO, YTO cobupanca caenatb. B 10, 4To OH cobupanca ckasaTb... U NOKa3aTb UM.

- Ciopa. - OH noABen UX K Y3KOW pacClLeMHe B CKase, KO BXOAY B MeLLepy, U NPOCKOAb3HYA
BHYTPb, NpPEXAe YemM CMOr nepegymaTtb. EMy npuwnocb HakKNOHUTLCA MU BOKOM NpPONe3Tb B Y3KYHO
WeNb, MOKa He OTKPbIICA BXOA B OOLWMPHYK FNaBHYH MOAOCTb BHYTPU. 3aTeM OH OCTAHOBMACA W
3acTaBun ceba AblwaTtb, BAbIXaTb M BblAblXaTb, BAbIXAaTb M BblAblXaTb BO34yx, ybexpasa cebsa, uto
CTEHbl HE CNOoXKaTCA Hag HUM. He pa3faBAT ero MHOrOYMUC/IEHHbIMU TOHHAMMU.

B TemHoO newepe 6b1710 XONOAHO M CbIPO, HO NO CNMHE U pebpam cTteKan not. CoNOHOBaTbLIN
3anax y4apun emy B HOC, M ryxasa TULWIWHA 3apeBena B ylwax. [pyab CAaBWAO... TAK }Ke, KaK B TOT AeHb
adpupHon 6ypu nog bypnsweir Bogoin. CKonbKo 6bl pa3 oOH 3a4ech He 6bls1, NOHaYany Bcerga Tak.

HaKoHel, OH OTApbIWanca n ornsgencs.

Mo3agm Hero CTpyMnca AHEBHOM CBET, AOCTAaTOYHbINA ANA TOro, YTo6bl pa3rnafeTb HeobbATHOE
NMPOCTPAHCTBO — LUMPOKOE, OTKPbITOE 4peBO newepbl. Ero B3rnag nepemectunca Ha cTanarmut B
oTaaneHnn: popmaumna B popme meaysbl, C KanaoWUMK, TaOWMMKU 3aBUTKaMn. C TOro mecTa rae oH
CTOAN, MeZly3a Ka3anacb MaNeHbKOM U AyManoCb, YTO OHA HAXOAWUTCA BCEro B MATUAECATU ApAax OT
Hero. Ha camom pgene oHa 6bl1a BO MHOFO pas Bbille ero U B COTHe ApAoB. [Neppn 3Han 06 sTom,
MOTOMY YTO OH CTPeNAN B Hee c Toro mecta. OH 1 bpyK. o Ha3aa OHW BMeCTe CTOAIM HA TOM Xe
MecTe, B TO BpeMA Kak POKOT rpOMKO Kpu4yan, CMefAcb Haf TeMm, Kak 3BYK OTAaBancAa 3xom, a Jlue
6poamna noscroay, uccneaya 6onee rnybokme cnou newiepobl.
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Pud n Yronek monya ctoanm pagom C HAM C LUMPOKO PACKPbITbIMUM F1a3aMm, CBEPKAOLWMMU NpU
Tycknom ceete. OH 3a43a/1CA BONPOCOM, BUAAT 1M OHU TO, YTO BUAUT OH?

Meppu oTKawnsanca. Mpuwno spema o06vbACHUTLCA. YTOObI ONpaBaAaTh TO, YTO OH HEHABUAEN U
He XoTen Npu3HaBsaThb.

- Ham Hy»KHO MecTo Kyga noaaTtbCA, ecin Mbl noTepAem nocesneHue. A He Byay CKMTATbCA NO
NOrPaHUYHbIM 3eMNAM C KNAHOM B MNOMCKaxX NULM, UL YKPbITUA OT dmpa. OHa A0CTAaTOYHO BE/INKA,
4yTOHbI BMECTUTL HAcC BCeX.... ECTb TyHHeNn, KoTopble BeAyT B Apyrve newepbl. M 3T0 onpaBaaHHo.
OHa He cropuT. Mbl MOXXeM N0BUTb pblby B ByxTe, @ BHYTPM €CTb UCTOYHMK NPECHOW BOAbI.

Kaxpoe cnoBo, KOTOpoOe OH MNPOU3HOCWMA, AaBanocb emy ¢ Tpygom. OH He XOoTen Huyero
rosoputb. OH He XoTen NPUBOANTb CBOUX NOAEN NOA 3eMI0, B 3TO TEMHOE MeCTO, YTODbl KUTb, KaK
NpU3payHble CyL,ecTBa U3 MOPCKUX FNYyOUH.

Pud ponro cmotpen Ha Hero.

- Tbl cYMTaELLb, YTO A0 3TOro A0NAET.

MNeppun KNBHYA.

- Tbl 3HaeLWb NOrpaHUYHbIE 3eMAM Nyylle MeHsA. lymaelb, A Xo4y BeCTU Tyaa Pyyelika u Usy?

OH npeactaBun cebe 310. TPUCTa YeNOBEK NOA OTKPbITbIM, BypnawmMm HebGOM, B OKpY*KeHUU
NOXKapoB U pacceaHHbIx oTpAaoB. OH NpeacTaBun cebe, Kak KaHHMBaNbl BOPOHbI, B YepHbIX MaLLax v
BOPOHbUX MACKax, OKPYXKatoT UX, CNOBHO CTag0, U OTCTPeNMBatoT O4HOTO 3a Apyrum. OH He NO3BOAUT
TOMY C/Ty4MTbCA.

Yrosniek nepectynua ¢ HOrM Ha Hory, Mosi4a Habagas 3a HUMM.

- Mbl gomKHbl BbITb TOTOBbI K XyAwemy, - Nnpogoakan lNeppu, ero ronoc 3aXxom OTAaBasCA B
newepe. MIHTepecHo, Nnoayman OH, KAKOBO 3TO, KOr4a 34eCb COTHM rON0COB?

Pud nokauan ronosoi.

- He noHMmato, KaK Tbl CObMpaeLlbca 3To caenatb. IT0... newepa.

- Al Haay cnocob.

— 370 He BbIxoA, MNeppu

- 3Hato. — 70 6bI10 Ha Kpan. MpuUNTK cloga... BCE PaBHO 4YTO CTOATb Ha HOCY TOHYLLEro
Kopabna. 31o 6bIn He oTBeT. OTBET AOMKEH Obln npuiTM ¢ Pokotom n Apuen. Ho aTo nossonut
BbIMIPaTb Bpems, Korga nogHMMeTca BoAa.

- Korga-T1o A Hocmn uenb, - ckasan Pué nocne gonron naysbl. - O4eHb NOXOXKYHO Ha TBOLO.

Meppu oxBaTnno yamsnenue. Pud 6611 KpoBHbIM BoXKAeM? OH HUKOrA4a HMYEro He roBOpwua, HO
Meppwn, ecan 6bl 3axoTes, Mor 6bl 3TO NOHATb. Pud Obln MOAOH PEWIMMOCTM HAyYUTb €ro, Kak
ybepeubca oT Heyaauum.

— 3710 6bI710 MHOTO /IET Ha3aa,. [pyroe Bpems, Yem 370. Ho A 3Hato, 4To Tebe rpo3uT. A 3a Tebs,
MeperpuH. A 6610 6bl, Aaxke He gaB KNAaTBbl Tebe. Ho KnaH byaeT conpoTUBAATLCA.

Meppwn ToXKe 3TO NOHMMaN. BoT noyemy oH npmeen YronbkKa.

- Jai Ham HECKONbKO MUHYT, - nonpocun oH Puda.

Pud KnsHyn.

- A 6yay CHapyXu.

- Al cgenan YTo-TO He Tak? - cnpocun Yronek, korga Pud ywen.

- Her.

Yronek nepectan XMypuTbCA.

- 0.

- fl 3Hato, Tbl He xo4yelb pacckasbiBaTb O cebe, - ckasan Meppu. - A noHMmato. OYeHb XOpoLo
noHMMmato, Ha camom aene. U a 6bl He cnpawmean Teba 6e3 kpaliHelt HeobxoaumocTn. Ho A gonxeH.
- OH nNepecTynua € HOTWU Ha HOTY, Xanes, YTo NPUXOAUTCA AABUTb. - YTONeK, MHE HY}KHO 3HaTb, YTO Tbl
MOXelb caenatb ¢ Ibmpom. MorKelb N Tbl CKa3aTb MHe, Yero oXunaaTb? Tbl MOXKelb AepKaTb ero
noganbwe? fl 4ONXKEH 3HAaTb, €CTb /I a/IbTEPHATUBA... Ntob60oI cnocob nsberkaTtb ero.



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

Yronek 3amep Ha MrHoseHue. [NOTOM CHAN WankKy M cyHyn ee 3a noac. OH npowen Braybb
newiepbl M NOBEPHYACA AMUOM K [leppu. BeHbl Ha ero wee 3acuann oT IdPupa, KOTOpbIN
NpPOCayYMBaNCA Yepes ero ML, Kak BoAa Yepes Cyxyto peky. Ero pyku oxuman. Ero rnasa ctanm apko-
CMHMMW TOYKAMM B TEMHOTE.

3dup obxuran Hoc Meppun, cepale HeweHO KONOTUAOCh. 3aTeM, TaK Ke NOCTENeHHO, Kak u
NPOACHUNOCL, ap B BeHax Yro/ibka ucyes, OCTPOTa Cnana, OCTaBMB TONbKO MaJibuMKa, CHOBa
CTOALLErO TaM.

Yronek HaTAHYA Ha rONOBY LWAMKY, CTAHY/ ee M OTKUHYA C Na3 npagyu CONOMEHHbIX BOJOC.
3aTem OH 3amep M HeKkoTopoe Bpemsa Habaogan 3a Meppu. Ero B3rnag 6611 NpamMbIM U OTKPbITbIM,
npex4e 4Yem OH HAaKOHeL, 3aroBopu.

- 34ecb 3TO caenatb TPyAHEE, - CKa3an OH. - A He MOry BbI3BaTb €ro TaK JIerKO, KaK CHapyXMu,
NPAMO No4 HUM.

Meppu NPUABUHYACA K HEMY NOBAKKE, Kenaa y3HaTb TO, 0 YEM OH AyMasl HECKO/IbKO MeCAL,EB.

- Ha yto 310 Noxorke?

- Bonbluyto YacTb BpeMeHM, KakK ceryac, A 4yBCTBYIO MYCTOTY M yCTaNoCTb. HO Koraa A npmsbiBato
ero, A 4yBCTBYIO cebA CUAbHbIM U Nerknum. A 4vyBcTByto cebs orHem. CnoBHO A YacTb Bcero. - OH
noyecan nogbopoaoK. - A Mory TONIbKO NOAAEPMKMBATb €r0 HEMHOTO, NpPeX4e YeM MHe NpUxoauTca
€ro BbITO/IKHYTb. Bce, 4To A Mmory caenatb — 3TO NPOCTO NPU3BATb €ro, a 3aTem OTTO/IKHYTb. XOTA U B
3TOM A He o4YeHb Xxopow. Tam, OTKyAa A POAOM... M3 Pancoguu... BbinnM AeTu, Yy KOTOpbIX 3TO
NONY4aNoChb Nyylle, Yem Y MeHSA.

Cepaue Meppu beweHo 3akonoTuaock. Pancoausa 6bina Mogynem B COTHAX MW/b OTClOAa, 33
npegenamm pesbl.

- Tol MoceneHeu,

Yrosiek nokavan rosoBoM.

- NMoHATHA He mMmelo. A Mano YTO MOMHIO A0 TOro, Kak BblpBancA oTryaa. Ho a gymato... s
aymato, A mor 6bl 6bITb. Koraa A BCTpeTnn Teba B s1ecy, Tbl Ke bbin ¢ Apueli? Bbino He NoXoKe, YTo Tbl
ee HeHaBmauwb. BoT noyemy A nocnegosan 3a Tob6oi. 1 nogyman, 4yto, MoXKeT ObiTb, Tebe Toxe
OyeT XOpOoLLO CO MHOMW.

- Tbl NpaBMAbHO NoAyMan, - cKasan MNeppu.

- Ara. - Yronek ynblbHycA, 4TO CTan0 BCMbIWKOM B NOAYMpPaKe, KoTopana bbICTpo ncyesna.

CoTHM BOMNPOCOB KPYyTUANUCH B ronoBe MNeppu o Tom, KaK Yronek cbexan us Pancoauun. O apyrux
OeTAX, KoTopble OblN NOXOXKM Ha Hero. Ho OH 3Has, YTO HY)XHO AEeNCTBOBATb OCTOPOXKHO. OH 3Han,
yTO Yrosiek AONIXKEH CaM NPUNATU K HEMY.

- Ecam 6b1 A mor nomoyb Tebe ¢ dpupom, A 6bl nomor, - cKasan Yronek, cnosa 6blan
BHE3aMnHbIMM U FPy6biMU. - HO A HE MOTry... NPOCTO He Mmory.

- MoTomy 4TO NoToM Tbl cnabeewsb? - cnpocun MNeppn, BCNOMHUB, KaK Yronek noctpagan nocne
nx BcTpeyun ¢ BopoHamu. Mpussas ddup, Yronek YHUUTOXKKA 6aHAy KaHHMBanoB. OH cnac XM3Hb He
ToNbKO MNeppun, HO 1 Apun 1 POKOTY, 1 3TO AENCTBME OCTAaBWU/IO €ro XOA04HbIM, KaK /ied, U UCTOLLKNNO
00 6ecco3HaTe/IbHOro COCTOAHMA.

Yronek cMoTpen MMMO Hero, cioBHO 6osca, 4To noasuTtca Pudo.

- Bce B nopsgKe, - ckazan Meppu. OH mor aoseputb Pndy cekpeTbl - 3anax Yrosibka, BEpOATHO,
y)Ke BbI3Ban y Puda nopospeHns — Ho [eppwm 3Han, yto Yronek 6yaet 4yBcTBOBaTb cebs
HENPUHYXAEHHO MMEHHO C HUM. - PUd CHapy»Ku, N OH oCTaHeTCA Tam. 34eCb TONIbKO Mbl.

YCNOKOMBLUUCL, YTONEK KUBHYA U OTBETUA:

- Kaxkapin pa3 nocne aToro A 4yBCTBYtO ceba xyxe. CnoBHO dpup 3abupaeTt yactb meHA. A
4yBCTBYIO, YTO €ZBa MOTy ApblWwaTb, Tak 60nbHO. OaHaXabl OH 3abepeT Bce. A 3Hato, YTO TaK byaerT. -
OH cepauTo CMaxHyn cnesy €O LWeKW. — ITO BCe, YTO Y MeHA eCTb. - MNpPOu3Hec OH. — 3ITO
€4MHCTBEHHOE, YTO A MOry CAenaTtb, U A 60toCb 3TOro.
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Meppn mMepneHHO BbIAOXHYA, BNUTbIBAaA WHbopmaumto. Kaxkapii pas, kKorga Yronek
MCMONb30BaN CBOK CU/Y, OH PUCKOBAN CBOEN XW3Hbto. Meppn He mor npocuTb ero 06 stom. OaHO
[eNo pUCKoBaTb COBCTBEHHOM XW3Hb. HO OH He MOr MOCTaBWUTb HEBMHHOFO MasibuMKa B TaKOe
nonoxeHue. He Koraa-nmbo.

- Tol B nOpAAKe, ecn He No/b3yelbca UM? - CNPOCUA OH.

Yronek KMBHyAN, ONycTUB rnasa.

- Torga He Hago. He npusbieaih ddup. H1 no Kako npuymHe.

Yronek nogHAAN ronosy.

— 970 3HauuT, 4TO A becnoneseH ana T7eb6a?

- NMoTomy 4TO Tbl He MoXewb obepeyb MNMoTOK gna meHA? - Meppu Nokavan ronosoi. - Her.
Bosce HeT, Yronek. Ho Tbl B Koe-4em owmnbaewbcs. IPUp — He eANHCTBEHHOE, YTO y Tebs ecTb. Thbl
Tenepb YacTb KJaHa M HUYEM He OT/InYaellbea OT Apyrux. Y Teba ectb A. Xopowo?

- Xopoulo, - ckasan Yronek, 6opscb ¢ ynbibkon. - Cnacnbo.

Meppn noxnonan ero No nnaevy.

- MokeT 6bITb, KOrga-HMbyab Tol 040K MHE CBOHO LWANKY, ecin MiBa He byaeT NnpoTumB.

Yronek 3akatui rnasa.

— 370 6b1N10... 3TO He TO...

Meppu paccmesancAa. OH TOYHO 3HaJ, YTO 3TO TaKOe.

MpyTuK BbliGEXKaN HA TPOMY, KOrA4a OHW BEPHY/IUCb B MOCENEHME.

- [p1H BepHyAcA, - 3aAbIXafacb CKaszan oH. - OH npusen ¢ cobon MappoHa.

MappoH 30ecb? B aToM He 6b110 cmbicna. Meppu nocnan MpuHa 3a nposusmein. OH He oxkuaan,
YTO ero Apyr AOCTAaBUT ee JINYHO.

OH BblLEN Ha NOAAHY U YBUAEN TPA3HYI0, NOTPENAHHYIO rpynny, NPUMEPHO TPUALATb YENOBEK.
Monnn n MBa nonnm ux. FpuH cToan pagom ¢ HUMK, ero MMy HbI0 HanpsaXKeHo oT 6ecnoKoncTea.

Neppwn noxkan emy pyky.

- C Bo3BpaLeHnem.

- Al HAaTKHYNCA Ha HWUX MO Aopore, - ckasan puH, - U npueen c coboi. A 3Han, 4YTo Tbl 3TOrO
3axoyewb.

Meppn ornagen Tonny v easa He nponyctmn MappoHa. OH cTan gpyrum denosekom. Ero
CLUMTBIN Ha 3aKa3 NuAyKaK H6bln NOKPLIT rpA3blo, WenKoBaA pyballKa LBeTa C/IOHOBOM KOCTU NOA HUM
H6blna NOMATA M NOKPbITa NATHAMKU NoTa. Ero ceeT/ible BONOCHI - 0O6bIMHO MAEanbHO NPUYECAHHble -
6b1n cnyTaHbl U NOTEMHENN OT Kupa u rpasu. Ero nmuo o6BeTprnoch 1 yTpaTUAO CBOKO OKPYrAOCTb.
OH cunbHO noxyaen.

- Hac ogonenu, - ckasan MappoH. - Ux 6biamn Toicaun. - OH caenan rnyboKknin Baox, 6opack ¢
amoumaAMMU. - Al He cmor ux caepKaTb. Nx 6b110 CANWKOM MHOTO.

Cepgue MNeppn 0CTaHOBUNOCD.

— 370 6b11M BOpPOHbI?

MappoH NoKa4van rosoBo.

- HeT. 310 6b17K KNaHbl Po3bl n Houn. OHM 3axBatuam Aenbdbl.

Meppu n3yvan nogen pagom ¢ HUM. XKeHLWMHbI U MyXUYMHbI XKanucb gpyr K apyry. NonosuHa m3
HWUX 6bIN AeTbMW, HACTO/IbKO YCTaBLUMMM, YTO en1e CTOANN Ha HOrax.

- OctanbHble? - MappoH yKpbiBaa y ceba COTHU Ntoaen.

- HekoTopble 6biM BbIHYXKAEHbI OCTaTbCA. [pyrve npeanoyan ato caenatb. A ux He BUHIO. A
Ha4yan ¢ BaBoe Ho/bLlLEro Yncna, Ho MHOTMe NOBEPHYIM Ha3aa,. Mbl He enu...

lonybble rnasa MappoHa HanonHUAUCL cne3amu. OH BbITAWMA U3 KapMaHa HOCOBOM MAATOK.
OH 6bln CNoXeH B MAeaNbHblA KBaApaT, HO mMaTepuan bbla TaKMM e MATbIM U TPA3HbIM, KaK U
ocTanbHaA oaexaa. OH Haxmypwuaca, Kak byato 6bin yamBneH, 06HApPYKMB €ro MCMAYKaHHbIM, U
BEPHYN NAATOK B KapMaH.
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Ero pasHowepcTHas rpynna monya Habnwgana. BbiparkeHue ux vy 6bln10 MepTBbIM, MX
XapaKTep - NPUrNyWeHHbIM U 6e3'KU3HEHHbIM. Meppun NOHAN, YTO 3TO MOMKET CAy4YnTbCA C [OTOKOM,
€C/IN OHW NOTEPAIOT NoceneHne U byayT BbIHYKAEHbI YATM B NOrpaHU4YHble 3eman. Ero comHeHun
OTHOCUTENbBHO NeLLepbl HA4YaAM UCYHEe3aTb.

- Ham 6onblue Hekyaa naTn, - ckazan MappoH.

- Tebe He HyXKHO HMKyaa naTu. Tbl MOXKeLb OCTaTbCA 34€eCb.

- Mbl npyHUMaem mnx? - cnpocun MpyTuk. - Kak mbl cobnpaemcs Ux KOpMUTb?

- Kak-T1o, - otBeTun lMNeppun, XoTa 1 He 3HaN Kak. Eabl egBa xBatano gnAa Notoka. Ho 4To OH mor
nogenaTtb? OH HMKOrOa He CMOXKET NporHate MappoHa.

- YcTpamBam ux, - ckasan oH Puaoy.

OH 3abpan MappoHa B cBOM Aom. Tam rHeB MappoHa CTaHOBW/ICA BCE CU/IbHEE U CUNbHEE,
npeBpaLLascb BO YTO-TO HeoObBATHOE, MOKa, HAaKOHel, OH He 3annakan. lMeppu cuaen ¢ HUM 3a
ctoniom, rnyboko notpsAceHHbiM. B Odenbdax y MappoHa 6blan MArkMe KpoBaTM WM Nydlas ena,
CKONIbKO OH XoTes. Ero 3awmuiana cteHa, Ny4HUKK AeXKYPUAn gHem 1 Houbto. OH noTepsn Bce.

Beuepom Ha YyKWH Obln pasbaBneHHbI PbIOGHBLIN cyn u Meppu cngen 3a CTONOM PAAOM C
MappoHOM M CMOTpPen Ha KyxHto. Jlloan [oToKa He XOoTen MMETb Hu4Yero obllero c Aabmu
MappoHa. OHM cuaenm nooganb, 3a OTAENbHbIMU CTOZIMKAMM, TNSAA Ha BHOBb NpUbbIBLWIKMX. [Meppu ¢
TPYAOM y3HaBan cBOW KnaH. Jliogei npuwealmnx u octaswmnxca. O6e rpynnbl ntogei TPeBOXKUAUCH 33
MoTok.

- Cnacunbo, - TXo ckazan MappoH. OH 3Han, Kakoe HanpsaXKeHue HaBnek Ha MNeppu.

- B aTom HeT HeobxoaumocTun. 3aBTpa A cobupatoch B3sATb TebA Ha paborTy.

MappoH K1BHy, ero ronybble rnasa cBepPKHY/IN, HaNOHAACb OCTPbIM 1IOHONBITCTBOM, KOTOpPOEe
MNeppn nomHMA.

- KoHeyHo. CnpawuBai 0 4em yrogHo.
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I'nasa 22. APUA

Yero 6bl Apua HM oXKugana ot Poros, TO To/AbKO He 3Toro. OHa ¢ 61aroroBemHbIM TPEeneTom
BrnaAblBanacb B WX NocesieHWe, Koraa oHW ¢ PokoTom nogownm K depmepckoint aopore. OHa
npeacrasnana cebe Kpan Hanoaobue noceneHma MoToKa, HO OH Bbin ropasao 6osbLue.

Jdopora Bena WX 4Yepes [OAMHY BO MHOFO pas nNpeBoCXoAsuwyl AoauHy [oToka.
CenbCKOX03ANCTBEHHbIE YroAbs PacnoNaraiucb Ha FOPHbIX CKAOHaxX, KoTopble NOAHWMMANUCb K
BbICOKMM CHEXXHbIM BepliMHaM. TyT U TaM OHa BUAENa cepebpucTbie WpamMbl, OCTaBaeHHble Idupom.
Y Cobonsa 6binn Te e npobnembl, 4To U y lMeppu c B3pawmBaHnem nuwm. Oco3HaHWE 3TOro
AOCTaBW/IO el U3BpaLLeHHOe YA0BNEeTBOPEHME.

Boaneke oHa yBuAena ropoa: ckonneHue 6alleH pasHoM BbICOTbI, MPUIOTUBLLMXCA HA OTBECHOM
CKNOHe ropbl. BanKoHbl M MOCTbl coeauMHANM OalWHM XaoTUYHOM ceTblo, npuaaBaa Kpato
6ecnopsaaoYHbIi BUA, HANOMUHAOLWMA KOPanaoBbln pud. OQHO CTPOEHME C OCTPOKOHEYHOM KpbiLei
BO3BbILWANOCb HaZ APYrMMU M BblI0 NOXOXKe Ha Konbe. 3menHas peka ormbana 6AMKaNLLY K HUM
YyacTb ropoaa, obpasya ecTecTBEHHbI PoB C pa3bpocaHHbIMM MO ero beperam HebONbWMMMU
CTPOEHUAMU U OMAMMU.

ApKue NoTokn Idumpa B6bICTPO CTPYUAUCH B YTPEHHEM Hebe, ycununaa cypoBblii Bug, Kpas. byps,
OT KOTOpOW OHM bexkanun, cnegoBana 3a HUMK.

Apus nogHAna 6posb.

— 3T0 BeAb He noceneHune NOToOKa, He TaKk An?

POKOT noKa4an ronoBou, He CBOAA F/1a3 C roposa.

- HeT. TouHO He oHO.

Mo mepe TOro Kak oHM nNpubamkanuce K Kpato, gopora 3anonHAnacb N0AbMU, KOTopble
NPUXOANAN U YXOAUAM, TalWA CYMKU M TONKaA Tenexku. OHa 3ameTtuna, 4to OTMeyYeHHble HOCKUAn
0Ccobyl0 oaeXay, KoTopaa OTKpbiBasa WX PYKM, BbICTaBAAA MX YyBCTBA HAMOKa3 — XWAeTbl ANA
MYXXUYMH U pyballKku € paspe3amu BAO/b PYKABOB ANA KeHLWMH. AapeHanvH noberkan no BeHam
Apuun, KOrga oHa NpoBena PyKoW No cBoel pyballuKke, npeacraBasa pasmbitble OTMETMHbI No4, Hel.

PoKOT He oTcTaBan, Korga oHu Ao6panvcb 40 WMPOKOro MOLLEHOro MOCTa U BAUMAUCH B MOTOK.
O6pbIBKM pa3roBopa foneTann Ao ywei Apuu.

- ...HECKONbKO AHen Ha3ana bbina byps...

- ...Halau cBoero 6paTa 1 CKaXku emy, 4TobbI LLen 40MOW...

- ...NOCEBbI B 3TOM roAy Xy»e BCXOAAT, YEM B MPOLUOM...

MocCT BbIBE/1 MX HA Y3KME YN0YKM, OKaMNEHHbIE KAMEHHbIMW AOMaMM BbICOTOM B HECKOJIbKO
aTa)ken. Apua nowna Brnepeau, cneaya no rnasHoi gopore. [lopora 6bina y3Ko M TEMHOM, Kak
TYHHE/Nb, NepenoiHeHHan NIAbMU, YbW FON0CA IXOM OTAABA/INCL OT KaMHA... KAMHA... U elle bonble
KamHA. CTOYHble KaHaBbl 6bl/IM HABOAHEHDI FPA3bIO, U 3/I0BOHHbIM 3anax 3ano/IHUA ee Hoc. Kpali 6bin
60NbWINM, HO OHA Y¥Ke MOTNa CKa3aTb, YTO OH OblN AaNEeKO He TaKMM COBPEMEHHbIM, Kak Yy MappoHa.

YAuupl NogHMMaNUCb U NOBOPaYMBanNM, a NOTOM pe3ko obopBanucb y bawHW. MaccuBHble
AepeBsHHbIE ABEPU BE/INM B KAMEHHYIO KOMHATY, OocBelleHHYo dakenamu. CTpaxKHUKMU B aKKypaTHbIX
YepHbIX MyHAMpPAX C BbIWWTbIMKM Ha T[PyAM KPacHbIMU OJIEHBUMW poramm Habnwganu 3a
NPoOXoAALMMNU MUMO NHOAbMM.

Korga oHM ¢ POKOTOM nogoLwnu, nyTb UM NpPerpagun 340P0BEHHbIN CTPAXKHMK C ryCTOM YepHOM
6opoaoi.

- 3a4em NoxKanoBasam? - CNPoOCU OH.

- MbI npnbbinn u3 MNotokKa, 4tobbl yBUAeTb Cobons, - cKasana oHa.

- OcTaBaiTech 34€eCb, - MPOU3HEC OH U UCYE3 BHYTPM.

Kasanocb, npolwen yac, npexage 4Yem MNoABUACA elle OAMH CTPaXKHMK, bpocuBlIMIA Ha PoKoTa
6ernbivt B3rnag,.
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- Tbl OTMEYEHHbIN? - CNPOCKA OH. Y Hero 6bl 1M KOPOTKO-OCTPUIKEHHbIE TEMHbIE BOIOCHI, MOYTH
BbIOpUTbIE, U HETEPNENMBLIN B3rnsaa. OneHbM pora Ha rpyam 6biamn BblLNTbI cCepebpAHON HUTbIO.

POKOT KMBHYA.

- Cnblwaluun.

OxpaHHMK NOBEPHYICA K ApUKM, €ro HeTepneHme nc4esno.

-ATbI?

- He OTmeueHHas, - otBeTUNa oHa. OTYacTn 3TO 6blNO NpaBaon. C 0AHOM CTOPOHbI Ha HEN He
6b110 HUKAKUX OTMETUH.

OxpaHHWUK cnerka npunoaHan 6poBuM, a 3aTem ero B3rNsA4, CKOJIb3HY/l BHU3 MO ee Teny,
OCTQHOBMBLUMNCbL Ha NosAce.

- KpacrBasa napa KAMHKOB. - Ero TOH 6bia1 UTPUBbLIM U APa3HALLMM.

- Cnacunbo, - otBeTMAa Apua. - A AepiKy UX OCTPbIMU.

Ero rybbl CKpUBUAUCH B YCMELLKE.

- CnegyinTte 3a MHOM.

Apus obmeHanach B3rnsaAom ¢ POKOTOM, KOra OHW BOLWAK BHYTPb. BoT oHo. MyTn Ha3ag HerT.

B npoctopHOM 3ane cnabo naxno naeceHbtd M NPOropKAbIM BMHOM. Bbino X0n104HO U Cbipo.
[arke ¢ pacnaxHyTbIMM AepPEeBAHHbIMM CTaBHAMM M NAMMNAaMM, KAMEHHbIA KOPUAOP Ka3ancs MPayYHbIM
n TeMHbIM. Cnabblii ryn ronocos foHeccs A0 ee yuel, CTAaHOBACb BCe rpoMye.

POKOT wWwen pAgom ¢ Hel, pacCMaTPUBaA KaKAO0ro YesI0BeKa, Kaxayto KOMHATYy, MMMO KOTOPO
OHM npoxoamnu, € ronoaom B rnasax. Apua He Mmornia npeacraBuTb, YTO OH 4YyBCTBOBaAa. [locne
CTO/IbKMX MECALLEB MOMCKOB OH HAaKOHEL-TO yBMAUT Jlns.

OHM nepecekNn LWMPOKUIM NMOPOTr M OKA3aIMCb B 3ase, TAKOM Ke MPOCTOPHOM, KaK KyXHA B
MOTOKe, HO C BbICOKMMWM CBOAYATLIMW MOTO/IKAMW, HANOMHUBLLUMMK el roTudeckue cobopol. Obes
6bln B camom pasrape. JecaTku OXpaHHUKOB CTONMUANCL BOKPYT CTONI0B, MOPE YEPHOro U KPAacHOro
npocTtupanoch nepen Hen. Co60/1b AeprKan CBOW BOOPYHKEHHbIE CUJIbl NOBN30CTH.

Y0aua, nogymana oHa. OHa 6osnack, 4to Cobosb NOMMET, YTO OHa YyBCTBYET. Bo3morKHO, B
TaKoM ToNne emy 6yaeT He XxBaTaTb 3anaxa CTPaxa, KPy»KalLerocs BHyTpu Hee.

- KTo 13 Hux Cobonb?

B manbHem KOHUE 3ana OHa yBuaena MOMOCT, Ha KOTOPOM CUAENN HECKONbKO MYMKUMH U
KEHLWMH. HUKTO M3 MYXKYMH He HOCUA Lienn KpoBHOTo BOXAA.

- fl ero He BUXKY, - CKa3an OXpPaHHUK. - HO Tbl MOXelb. Y Hero KopoTkue Bosiocbl. [onybble
rnasa. OH NpUMepHO Mmoero pocTta. TOYHO MOEero pocTa, Ha Camom aene.

OT tomopa B ero ToHe y Hee No cnuHe nobexkanm mypawKkn. OHa NOCMOTPENA Ha CTPaXKHUKA...
Ha Cobonsa, cToABLIEro pAAOM C HEN.

OH OKasasca cTaplie, Yem OHa OXMAana. JleT TpnauaTn, Npeanosoxmna oHa. CpegHero pocta
N TENIOCNOXKEHUA, C YTOHYEHHbIMWU N NPONOPLMNOHANbHBIMK YepTaMn INLLA, HO B HEKOTOPOM CMbIC/e
HMYEM He npumedaTesibHbiIMU. OHa Obl couna ero MArKMM, ecamn bbl He B3rAAL €ro CTa/ibHbIX rnas.
JTOT B3rNAg4 - YBEPEHHbIN, XUTPbIA, A0BOJIbHbIA —nNpeBpawWan ero U3 HenpumeyaTeNbHOro B
npMBAEKATENbHOTO.

Co60nb ynbIbHYNCA, ABHO A0BOJIbHbIM LUYTKOW, KOTOPYHO OH CbIrpan C HEN.

- Al 3Hato, YTO BbI M3 [1OTOKA, HO HE PacCabliWan BaNX MMEH.

OHa npouncTtuna ropno.

- Apua n PoKor.

Cobonb nepesen B3rnag Ha PokoTa M NpuLLypuacs, y3HaB ero.

- Onuswus rosopuna o Tebe.

- Fne oHa? - cnpocun PoKorT.

MpoLwo HECKONbKO CeKyHA. B 3ane ctoan wym. Ee nynbc 6eweHo Konotuaca, Apusa cmotpena,
Kak rpyab Cobons paclumpseTca U CKUMAETCA OT AbIXaHMA, U 3HaNa, YTO OH YyeT ApocTb PokoTa. Ero
peBHOCTb. 04 6ecnokolictea o JluB.
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- OHa Hepaneko, - HakoHel ckasan Cobonb. - Bxogute. A oTBegy Bac K Hel. Kakoe
BOCCOeAMHeHMe 3To byaerT.

OHM BbIWAN U3 3a1a U BEPHYIUCb B TEMHbIE KOPUAOPbI. ApMA NOMbITaNacb 3aNOMHUTb UX NYTb,
HO KOpPWAOPbI M3rMbanmucb M NOBOPAYMBAIN, @ 3aTEM OHWM MOLHANMUCL MO Y3KOM NECTHULE U CHOBA
NoBePHYNWN. BAONb CTEH TAHYAUCL ABEPU U NAMMbl, HO HU OKOH, HU KaKMUX-AMB60 0cobbix NpuMmer,
MOMOTatoLWMX 3aNOMHUTb gopory. OulylleHe NOBYLIKM OXBATMAO €€, HAaNOMHMB O N1abuUpuHTE, B
KOTOPOM OHa Korga-To 6bina. Mepes ee rnasamu NPoMesnbKHYNO M30b6paxKeHne TEMHULbI, OT Yero
BOJ1I0CbI Ha 3aTbl/IKe BCTann Aplbom. Fae Cobonb aepKuT JIne?

- Kak noxusaet monogoit KposHbiii Boxab MNMoToKka? - cnpocun Cobonb Yepes naeyo. OHa He
BMAENA BbIPAXKEHUA €ro nua, Ho TOH Bbln Nerkum n HebpexHbiM. Y Apuun Bbln0 YyBCTBO, YTO OH
3Han, 4yto [leppu nOTepAn 4YacTb CBOEro KfAaHa. Bonpoc Kasanca cKopee NpoBEpKOM, 4vem
BblY»KMBAHWEM MHPOPMaLUHN.

- NoXkueaert, - HaTAHYTO NpousHec POKoOT.

B temHoTe Cobonb paccmenncs, ero cmex 6ol CMOKOMHbIM M 06asTeNbHbIM.

- OCTOPOXKHO CKa3aHo. - OH OCTAaHOBWM/ICA Nepep, TAXKeNoN AepeBAHHON ABepblo. — BOT Mbl m
NPULLAN.

OHM BblWAX B 6ONbLWION, BbIMOLLEHHbI KaMHEM ABOpP, FPOMKO MNPUBETCTBYEMble TO/NMOW.
BoKkpyr Hee 3aMOK — 3TO 6blno Ny4ywee CNOBO, KOTOPOE OHA MOF/a NPUAYMaTb AAA 3anyTaHHOWM
Kpenoctn Cobons, BO3BbILWANACA HA COTHM HYTOB B TOM e Hecnopago4yHOM PacnosioKeHnM 6aKoHOB
M NPOX0A40B, KOTOPble OHa BMAena usganeka. OTeecHas cepas NOBEPXHOCTb rOpPbl B3Mbl/1a eLe Bbllle,
pasaenas Hebo c Knybawenca naytuHom ddupa.

OHa nocnegosana 3a Cobonem K Tonne, cobpaslueiica B LeHTpe. Ee nyabc yyacTusica, XoTa oHa
4yyBCTBOBana, 4Yto PoKOT mpet Bcnes 3a Heit. CKBO3b PafoOCTHble BO3rAacbl OHa YC/blWana 380H
bbtowenca cranu. 3putenn pacctynuaucob, ysmaes Cobonsa, u oTcTynuam, nponyckaa wx. Apusa
yBuAena Bnepegm BChblLKY CBET/bIX BONOC.

M 3aTem OHa yBuaena ee.

Jlne B3maxHyna HebONbWMM MEYOM NPOTMB CONAATA, KOTOPLIN OblN ee pocTa — MOYTU WeCTb
¢yTOB BbICOTON. EE BONOCHI, TEMHbIE BNEPEMELLKY CO CBET/IbLIMU NPAAAMMU, AOXOAUAN 4O CEpPenUHbI
CMWHBbI. Y Hee BblNKn LWMPOKO paccTaB/ieHHble FNa3a, BOAEBON NoAO60POAOK U BbICOKME CKy/bl. Ha HeW
OblNM KOXKaHble canoru, y3kue 6ptokM u pybawka 6e3 pyKkaBOB, NOAYEPKMBAOWAA OYEPYEHHbIE
MYCKY/1bl.

OHa 6blna cunbHOM. Bece B Hel. YTo oTpaxKanocb Ha ee nnue. Yem ryaeno ee teno.

Ee ctmab 60pbbbl Bbl1 MONOH CUAbI, HUKaKNX KonebaHun. OHa 6oponacb, CAOBHO C KaXKAbim
ABUXKEHMEM HbIpana B mope. «OHM O4YeHb NMOXOXKW», - OA4HaXKAbl CKa3an el PokoT o Meppu u Jlus.
Tenepb ApuAa 3ToO NoHANA.

Jlus BbirnAgena CNoKoOMHOM W yBepeHHOW B cebe, BpsAAd, AU NNEHHUUEN, KoTopon Pokot
npeacTtasnan ee cebe. Apua NOCMOTPENA Ha HEro M yBUAENA, YTO ero nmuo nocepeno. OHa HUKOr4A
He BUAENA ero TaKMM NOTPACEHHbIM. enaHue 3aWmTUTb ero 3ax/1IeCTHYNO ee.

Jlne npurHynacb, 4Tobbl M36EXKaTb PE3KOro yaapa NPOTMBHWMKA, HO OH MOC/AeAO0Ban 3a HeW,
yaapue ee npegnnedybem no auuy. Ee ronosa OTKMHYCb Hasagd. Takol yaap He KaxKabli Obl
BblAEPKaN, HO JIUB MFHOBEHHO MpuLaa B cebs U pUHyaacb CHOBA B 6OM, OrNYLIMB MYXKUMHY YAAPOM
B XKMBOT. Kora oH COrHysaca nonosiam, oHa, He OCTaHaB/AMBAACH, YAapuaa ero NOKTEM B 3aTbl/IOK,
ONYCTMB Ha KOJIEHU, A€ OH M OCTANCA, KALINAA M LWATAACh OT CU/Ibl, KOTOPYHO OHA B/IOXKMAA B YAApPbl.

YnbI6HyBLWWCB, J/INB yAapwuaa ero HOron B naevo.

- bpocb, J/lopaH. BctaBai. 3TO He BCe, HAa YTO Tbl rOAMLLbLCA.

- He mory. Tbl cnomana mHe pebpo. A ysepeH B 3Tom. - ConaaT NnogHAN roN0BY U NOCMOTPEN B
NX CTOPOHY. - Norosopu c Hei, Cobonb. OHa He nNpoABaAeT muaocepama. Tak He TPeHUpPYHOTCA.

Cobonb paccmesnacb. 310 Obln TOT Ke MArKUKA, cobNa3HUTENbHbIA 3BYK, KOTOpbIA Apwus
C/blWana B KOPUZOPaAX.
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- Owwmbaewnbca, JlopaH. TONbKO TaK U HAA0 TPEHNPOBATHLCA.

Nlne obepHynacb n ysugena Cobonsa. Ee ynbibka Ha MrHoBeHWe CTana lWwupe. 3aTeM OHa
yBuaena PokoTta. HecKonbKoO CeKyHA, OHa cTosAna, He ABuraacb. He otBoaA B3rnaga, He muras, oHa
ybpana mey B HOXKHbI 3@ CMIMHOM.

Korga oHa nopgowna, Bce, 4To ApuA MOrna cAenatb, 3TO CMOTPETb Ha AEeBYLUKY, O KOTOPOM OHa
CNblWana B Te4eHMe HEeCKONbKUX MmecAaueB. [eByLlwKy, KOTOPOM NpUHAANEXaNno cepaue ee nyylero
Apyra. Y KOTOPOM B }UNax TEKNA Ta XKe KPOBb, YTO U y Meppw.

- Yto Tbl 3gecb genaewsb? - cnpocuaa oHa. OT yaapa No /MUy OCTancAa KpacHbl pybeu, HO
KpacKa cowwna c nmua. OHa Bbirnagena 6n1enHom, Kak POKOT.

- A mory cnpocuTb Tebs o Tom xe. - Cnosa PokoTa 6blin X0N04HbI, HO €ro roI0c 6bl XpUNAbIM
OT aMmouumit. BeHbl Ha ero wee B3gyaunceb. OH eaBa caepmusan cebs.

Cobonb nepeBoAnA B3rNAL C OAHOMO HA APYroro u yablbancs.

- TBoM Apy3bA Npuexanm Ha cBaabby, /ins.

BHyTpu Apuu BCce noxonoaeno.

Cobosb 3ameTun ee yansneHue.

- Pa3Be Bbl He 3HaNN? - cNpocua oH, NogHAB 6posu. - A nocnan Bectb MoOTOKy. Bbl Npnbbian Kak
pa3 soBpemaA. Mbl ¢ JIUB NOXKeHUMCA Yepes TpU gHA.

MoxceHumcA. Jlne cobupanacb 3amyx. Apusa He 3Hana, noyemMy bblna Tak NnoTpaceHa. 3To bbina
cAaenka, kotopas bbina 3akntoyeHa mexay Bainom n Cobonem — pyKa /IuB B 06MeH Ha egy — HO
YTO-TO Ka3aN0Cb YXKACHO HEMPABU/IbHbIM.

MoTom oHa yBuAena, Kak 6am3Ko ctoaT Jins u Cobonb. Y1o OHU CTOAT BMecme.

Cobonb npoTAHy/A pyky W nposen 6onbWwMm nanbuem no pybuy Ha uweke Jime. Ero
NPUKOCHOBEHWE 3aTAHY/I0Cb, €ro Nablbl CKONb3HY/IM BHU3 MO €e LWee, 3TOT XKecT 6bln MeaNeHHbIM U
YyBCTBEHHbIM.

- K Tomy BpemeHu y Hero byaeT naeanoHbiit GUonetoBbli OTTEHOK. - OH 06epHYN PyKy BOKpPYr
Tanuu Jlne. - A 66l Hakasan JlopaHa, HO Tbl cAenasna 3To Paan MeHs.

Jlne He cBoamna rnas c PokorTa.

- Tebe He cnepoBano NPUXoaUTb ClOAA, - CKA3ana OHA, HO CMbICA ee CNoB Obln ACEH: OHA He
Xxomesa, 4Tobbl OH 6bin 34eck. /B X0Tena BbINTU 3amy»K 3a Cobons.

ApocTb oxBatuna Aputo. OHa NpuKycKna ryby M no4YyBCTBOBA/IA BKYC KPOBWU. POKOT pAAOM C Hel
npeBpaTUACA B KaMeHb. EM Hy>KHO Bb1n0 BbITALWLUTL €ro oTcoAaa.

- Mbl moxem rae-HMbyab nepefoxHyTb? 370 Obl10 A0NTOE NyTeLWeCcTBUE.

Jine moprHyna, snepsble 3ameTms ee. OHa nepesBoguna B3rnag ¢ Apuum Ha PoKoTa,
COCPEenoTOUMBLLMCH Ha AbIXaHUN.

- Tbl KTO?

- Mpowy npoleHna 3a cBon MaHepsbl, - BcTpan Cobonb. - [lyman, Bbl 3HakKombl. JIne, aTo Apua. -
OH nopo3Ban ogHOro u3 ceomux ntogen. - NposoguTe X B rocTeBble KOMHATbI, - CKa3an OH. MNoTtom
LWMPOKO yNblbHyACA. - M0o3xKe y Hac byaeT yKuH Ana Hac YyeTBepbix. CerogHA mbl OTNPasgHyeMm.

KomHaTa Apum 6blna Xxono04HOM U cKyaHO 06CTaBneHHOM: NPOCTana KOMKa M CTYA C U3OFHYTOM
CNUHKOWN M3 oneHbux poros. CBET B Hee MPOHWKaN TO/NbKO 4Yepe3 rpA3HOEe OKHO CO CKOLIEHHbIM
CTEKNOM, rNyHOKO YyTONSEHHOM B KAMEHHOW CTeHe.

POKOTY oTBe/In cocefHIO KOMHATY, HO OH NOCNeA0Ba 33 Hel BHYTPb. ApuA 3aKpblna ABepb U
06HANa ero. Ero mbiwubl 66111 HaNpAXKEHbI U APOXKaNN.

- He noHMmato. J/Ine no3sonunaa emy nNnpuKoCcHyTbCA K cebe.

OHa B3gporHyna ot 60au B ero ronoce.

- 3Hato. M3BMHM.

Y Hee He 6bino gpyrux cnos. OHa BCMOMHMWAA Pa3roBOp, KOTOPbIA OHU BE/IN HECKONIbKO AHEW
nocne TOro, Kak NOKuHynu [loTok. Torga OHa BCe elle 4YyBCTBOBasa A4, BHYTpU cebsa, M oHa
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nepexuBana 13-3a pasnyku c Neppu. POKOT gasan e npaBunbHble ycmaHosku. CerogHA OH notepaAn
CBOW YCTAaHOBKM, KaK W OHA HECKO/NbKO MecAUEeB Hasad, Koraa y3Hana, 4YTO Hano/J0BUHY
MoTycTopoHHAA. Ee M3Hb NOKOMNACb HA OMope, KOTOPAA BHE3aMNHO McYe3na, U OHA A0 CUX NOop He
obpena paBHoBecuA. HUYero M3 TOro, YTO OHa CKasana, He Momorno 6ol eMmy, NO3TOMYy OHa CToANA
PALOM C HUM M NOALEPKMBANA €0, MOKa OH He ByaeT roToB CHOBA BCTaTb HA HOTMU.

Korga oH OTCTpaHWACA, THEB B €ro Kapux rnasax 3actasun ee noxonogetb. OHa cxBaTuia ero 3a
PYKy. «PokoT, He aenan Huyero Cobonto. OH 3TOro *aeT. He gasali emy nosoaa NPUYNHUTL Tebe
60b».

OH He oTBETMA. B KOM-TO BEKM €M 3aXOTeNOCh YCAbIWATb €20 MbIC/N.

OH nokavan ronosomn.

- HeT. He cmein. - OH oTowen v cen y gBepu.

OHa cena Ha KpoBaTb K ornagena MmaneHbkyto KomHaTy. OHa He 3Hana, 4yTo Aenatb. MocneaHune
ABe HeJenn oHa Myanaco cloga. Tenepb, OKA3aBLWKUCh 34eCb, OHA YyBCTBOBA/1a Ce6A B IOBYLUKE.

POKOT NoATAHYN KONEHU K rpyan n ob6xsaTtma ronosy pykamu. Ero pyku 6binm corHyTbl, N1agoHu
CXaTbl B Ky/lakn. Yepe3 HECKO/NbKO 4acoB OHM noyXuHatoT ¢ Jine n Cobonem. KakoBo 3TO... Kak
cnaeTb 3a obegeHHbIM CTONIOM Hanpotue leppu M ero HoBoW AeBywKon? CMOTPeTb, KaK OH
NPUKAcaeTcAa K ee LWeKe B TOM ke MmaHepe, Kak Cobonb npuKacanace K J/Ins? Kak POKOT BblHeceT 3T0?
B cBOMX N/1aHax OHWU ¢ POKOTOM HMKOrAa He roBOPMAN O TOM, YTOObI NOKMHYTL Kpalt 6e3 JlIne. OHM He
MO NPeANON0KUTb, YTO OHA 3aX04YeT OCTaTbCA.

ApuA NON0OXKMNA CYMKY Ha KONEHU, YYBCTBYA MaZIeHbKMA KOMOK NOZ NOAKNAAKON. YyTb paHbLue
OHa 3aBepHyna CmapTBM30p B TPAMKY C MNPUTrOPLHEA COCHOBbIX MWFO/IOK, 4TOObl CKPbITbh
CMHTETMYECKUI 3amax yCTpokcTBa, Ha ciaydai, ecin Cobonb obbiwer mx Bewm. OHa ycabiwana
TAMKENble Warn OXpPaHHWKOB, MAYLWKNX NO Kopugopam. Ha ee asepu He 6bino 3amKa. [oka oHa bbina
34ecb, cBA3aTbeA ¢ Feccom nam CopeHom 6bIN0 CAUWKOM ONACHO.

Frosopwuan, yto Cobonb npesunpaet MoceneHues. OHa He XO0Tena BbIACHATb 3TO.

OHa nowapuna B CyMKe MNOKa He Hawa Bblpe3aHHOro COKoJsa. MOLWHAA BOMHA TOCKM
nogHANacb B HeW, KOraa OHa BbiTawmna ero. OHa npeacTasuna MNeppun TakMm, KAKMM OH Gbli B HOYb
LUepemoHnn HaHeceHMAa OTMETUH, NPUCNOHMBLUMMCA K Agepu Banna, ¢ 6onbwmmm nanbuamm,
3anpas/ieHHbIMM 3a noAc. OHa npeacTaBuna ero y3kume beapa, WMPOKKE nNaedn n HeboNbLLIOW HaK/IOH
ronosbl. OH NONHOCTbIO Bbln coCcpeaoToYeH Ha Hel. BCAKUI pas, Korga OH CMOTpen Ha Hee, OHa
owyuwana ceba Kak Ha s1G00HU.

OHa pepxkana ero obpas B ronose U Aenana BUA, YTO MOXKET rOBOPUTb C HUM Yepes CTaTyITKY
TaK ’Ke, Kak obuaeTca c PokoTom.

Mel 30ecb, HO mym nonHaa Hepa3bepuxa, lMeppu. Teoa cecmpa... A delicmeumensHO xomena
nontbume ee, HoO He moay. lTpocmu, He moay. Bo3moikHo, A bbina He npasa, Ymo ywna 6e3 mebs.
Bo3amoitcHo, ecau 6bl mei bbin 30ecs, mbl cmoe bbl no2ogsopume ¢ J/lus o ee 3amyxcecmse ¢ Cobonem u
nomoy4s Ham Halimu AcHoe Hebo. Ho s obewaro, ymo Halidy criocob.

A cKyyaro no mebe.

A mak cky4aro, cKy4ato, cKky4yaro no mebe.

byde eomos, nomomy 4ymo koz20a A cHosa ecmpevy mebs, A 6oabwe HU 3a Ymo mebAa He

omnywy.
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I'nasa 23. IEPETPHUH

- Knanyce, MNeperpuH, - BOCKIMKHYN MappoH, BbITAHYB LWE, U YAUBAEHHO MNA4A Ha Newepy. -
Y70 32 mecTo!

Meppu yTpom, NnepsbiM AeN0M, MPUBEN €ro Caa, Pa3bACHAA Ha Xxoay cutyauuto ¢ NMoTokom. OH
aepxan MappoHa 3a pyKy, NOKa OHM CMyCKanucb € yTeca. Tenepb OH COCPenOTOUYMNACA HA POBHOM
AbIXaHun, cneanys 3a MappoHom B rnybb neltepbl.

- OHa He naeanbHa, - ckasan MNeppu, nogHMMmas daken Bolwe.

- Wpeanbl npuHagneXaT Mupy, KOTOPbIN MOXKET NOHATb TO/IbKO MyApeL, - TUXO CKazan MappoH.

- Koum aBnsaewbca Tol.

MappOoH € TENNIOTOW BCTPETUA €ro B3rNA4, U YNbIOHYACA.

- Koum ananca CokpaT. Ho Tbl Takke mygp, Meppun. Y meHa He 6bi710 NnaHa Ha cayyal, ecau A
notepato Jenbdbl. A o4eHb coxaneto 06 sTom...

OHu 3amonyanu. MNeppu 3Han, yto MappoH AymaeT O AoMe U NOAAX, KOTOPbIX NOTepsan.
Heckonbko mecAues Hasaz Meppu Habaogan, Kak POKOT U ApuaA TPEHUPYHOTCA C HOXKaMU Ha Kpbllwe B
Oenbdax. Tam oH BNepBble Nouenosan ee.

Meppu oTKawnanca. Ero mbican cKONb3WMAW TyAa, KyAa OH He XOTen UaTwn.

- Al Xouy NPMBECTU KNaH cloda, NpeXxae Yem Hac BbIFOHAT. Mbl AOIXKHbI MOKMHYTL NOCeneHmne Ha
HaLWMX YCIOBUAX.

- O pa, - cornacuncs MappoH. - Mbl AO0/IKHbI HayaTb rOTOBUTbLCA MPAMO ceiyac. Ham
NOHaZo6MTCA NpecHan BoAa, CBET U BEHTUAAUMA. TENN0 U MeCcTo XpaHeHus eapl. JocTyn naoxon, HO
Mbl MOXEM €ero yay4wnTb. 1 mor 6bl CNPOEKTUPOBATL WKMB A/1A 3arpy3KM CHOAA TAXKE/bIX BELLEN.

Ero cnucok npoposnkanca. MNeppu caywan v HakOHeL, Y3HaA 4YesioBeKa, KOTOPOro MOMHUA:
MAFKOro, AOTOLHOro, ocnenuTtenbHoro. OH yamsnancs, Kak MappoH mor cunTaTb ceba obysoin.

Korga oH BepHy/sica B noceneHue, Meppu co3san cobpaHme Ha KyxHe, YTObbl pacckasaTb KAaHy
O CBOEM MNJiaHe nepemMecTUTb X B newepy. Kak OH 1 oXKnaan, HoBOCTb MX NOTPACAA.

- He npepcTtaBnal, Kak Mbl CMOXeM TaM NpoAep)KaTbcA, - CKaszan Mepaseab. Ero auvuo
NoKpacHeno, Ha nby BbicTynun noT. lMeppu HUKOrga He BUAEN €ro TaKMM 3/bIM. - 3MMOM Mbl
CNpPaBAAnUCh C IPMpPoM, - NPOJOKAN OH. - [ToXoxKe, Tbl OXKUAaewb xyawero. byarto Tel caanca.

- 1 He OXuaaw Xxyawero, - cKasan [lleppu. - Xyawee yxe Hacmynuao. EChn Bam HyXKHbI
[OKa3aTeNnbCTBa, BbIMgUTE Ha yaAuuUy M NMOCMOTPUTE HAa HeBO MAM Ha aKpbl, KOTOpble Cropenu 3a
nocneaHuit mecau,. ITo He NOXOXe Ha 3Mmy. Mbl HE CMOXKeM NepeXknTb 3To. PaHO MaM No3aHO Mbl
CTONIKHEMCA C APYrMM KNAaHOM UAu gpyron bypel, KoTopas cpaBHAET Hac ¢ 3emaei. Mbl AONXKHbI
cAenaTb NepBbI XOA4,... 4O TOro, Kak 3To npousonaet. Mbl 4OMKHbI AEACTBOBATb CEMYAC, MOKa ewe
MOMKEM.

- Tbl roBOpPUA, YTO COBMpaeLbca OTBECTM HAc K AicHoMy Heby, - ckasan PoyaH.

- Korga s y3Hato rge oHo, A 910 caenato, - otsetu lMeppu.

PoysH pa3oyapoBaHHO NMOKayan ronoBow.

- A YTO, €C/I1 HaC BbIFTOHAT U3 neLepbl?

- Torpga a npuaymato 4to-HMbYAb ee.

Mocne Yaca BbiCAyWMBaAHWMA NOBTOPAOLWMXCA Xanob Meppu npepsan cobpaHme. OH NpuKasan
yactn paboTHMkoB Meageas nomodb MappoHy ¢ newepoi. [ToTom OH nuuespen, Kak Megsenb,
XJIOMHYB ABEpPblO, BbICKOYMA HAPYKY, U OCTasbHaa 4acTb KyxHW onyctena. B oueneHeHuu lNeppu
nepecek NONAHY M HaNpPaBMACA K CBOEMY AOMY, HYXOAACb B MUHYTKE HaeguHe ¢ cammm cobon,
4yTObbl 064YMaTb CBOE PELUEHME.

OH nopowen K OKHy, rae cToanu pesHble ¢urypkm Korta, u npuUCNOHUACA K NOAOKOHHUKY. Tam
66110 ceMb cTaTysTOK. CeMb, BbICTPOMBLUMXCA B TOM e HanpaBaeHun. OH NOBEPHYA Ty, YTO B LIEHTpE,
B APYryo CTOPOHY, TaK, YTO6bl OHa cmoTpena HapyKy. Kak KpoBHbI BoXApb, 065A3aH M OH cnefoBaTthb
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BONe BONbWKMHCTBA? MM OH Ben ux K TOMY, BO YTO 8epusi... K TOMY, YTO CHUTaN nydlwnm OnA HUX? OH
Bbl6paﬂ nocneaHee. OH monunca, 4yTOb6bI OKa3aTbCA npasbim.

OcTaToK gHA OH npoBes, nomoras B newepe. MappoH 6bln1 opraHM3oBaH, apdeKkTnBeH 1 6e3
npobnem cnpasnanca ¢ 6onblwmm npoekTtom. Measeab He NOABWUACA, HO Atogu, KoTopbix Meppu
BblOpan Ana pabotbl 34ecb, 6bicTpo noTennenn Kk MappoHy. Bo3spawanck B gomoit, MNeppu ckasan ob
aToM MappoHy.

- OHM NPULWAM KO MHE, NOTOMY YTO Tbl aBTOPUTET ANA HUX. Tbl TOT, KTO YKa3an UM NyTb.

Aza, nogyman lNeppu. B newepy.

Pa3sroBop nepelen Ha nogen, cnyxmswmnx MappoHy B Aenbdax. Chent n Po3a 6611 B NaeHy.
Echn 6bl Meppu n MappoH cMOraM HamTu cnocob npueectM ux UM apyrux B MOTOK, OHM Obl 3TO
caenann. OHKU pas3roBapuBaan 4o Tex nop, noka Meppu He 3ameTnn Puda, Hecyweroca K Hemy no
Tpone, BeAyLLEeN OT NOCeNeHus.

- YT10-TO cnyumnoce? - cnpocun Meppu.

Pud nouecan nogbopoaok. OH Bbirnagen Tak, byaro ctapasica He yabibaTtbes.

- MopoXAaun, NoKa He YBUAWULb, YTO TOJIbKO YTO MOABUAOCH, - CKa3aa OH, KOrAa OHW MOLWAN B
Hory.

Barnag Meppu cpasy XKe CKOMb3HYN MO MNONAHE, KaK TOJ/IbKO OHW BOWAM BO ABOp. [eByLlwKa ¢
BOJIOCaMM LLBETAa Mean CTOANA OKOJ10 BOCTOYHOro BXxoda. B nocneaHmx nyyax gHA OH yBuAen nos3agm
Hee KapaBaH ¢yproHos. lMeppn HAcYMTaN OKOMO COPOKA YesioBeK BepXom uaun newmux. OHM 6bian
MOXOM Ha CUJIbHbIX U BOOPYKEHHbIX BOMHOB.

— 370 BTOpPadA nososBuHa naaTtbl Cobona 3a /lus, - ckasan Pud.

MpyTMK nogbekan 1 U3gan BbICOKUM 3BYK, MOXOXKUIM HA XMXUKAHbE.

- Meppwu, 31o Bce eda!

Barnag Meppu BepHynca K ¢yproHam. OWeNnoOMNeHHbI, OH HacyMTan BOCEMb MOBO3OK,
3aNpPAXKEHHbIX N0WaAbMU, U AeCATb roNoB ckoTa. OH cablwan Kos. MopbiBOM BeTpa OH ydyAa 3anaxu
TPaB, KypuUpbl, 3epHa. Ero poT HanoAHWACA CAHOHOW, KOrga OH BHE3AMHO OLLYTWA BCIO TAXKECTb roa1043a,
C KOTOPbIM NPUBbIK 60pOTbCS.

- A Kuppa, - ckasana pbixkeBosocana AeBylKa. - JepKy napu, Tbl pag meHsa Buaetb. Cobonb
npucnan coobuweHne. OH pag BbINOJHUTbL COrNAlIEHNE, KOTOPOE OH 3aKa4YmMAa ¢ Baliiom o H6pake ¢
OnuBuen, XxoTA OH MOrF 3TOro He Aenathb.

Meppu nouTn He cnywan ee. Ero cepaLe 3aKONOTMUIOCb, KOr4a OH NOHAA, YTO BCE, YTO OH BUAEN,
6b110 ana MNoTtoka.

MappoH noasuaCs pALOM C HAM, €ro LLEeKU Nblaaan ot Bo3byKaeHusA.

- O, borxke moli! MNeperpuH, 3T0 NOMOXKET.

Mepggseab u Monnn nogownm smecte ¢ Meo n CtapuHoit Yunnom. [lpyrve BoIXo4nAN U3 KYXHU
N cobupanucb BOKpyr. Bo3ayx HanoaHMACA UX NPUNOAHATbIM HAaCcTPOEHMEM, APKUE LLBETHbIE NOAOChI
MepLanM Ha Kpato ero 3peHus. ObneryeHne 6bIN0 TaKUM CUABHBIM... €ro COBCTBEHHOE, KaHa, YTo Y
Meppu nepexsaTn/io ropno.

[eBylwKa nogHana 6poBb. Ee pbixmMe BONOCHl pa3BeBaNMCh HA BETPY, KAk OFOHb B Jly4ax 3akKarTa.

- Ewe ectb Bpems nepeKycutb, ec/i Mbl CeMYAC pacnakyem BeLUM.

Barnag Meppu ynan Ha OTMeTUHY Ha ee pyke. OH moprHyn. CHoOBa MOPrHya, KOrga oco3HaHue
HaKaTua0 Ha Hero. YyscTaytowan. OHa Hblia Kak oH. OH nocMoTpen Ha Hee ¢ ntobonbiTctBoM. Kpome
CEeCTpbl, OH HMKOr4a He BCTpeYan XKeHwWmHy-YyscTeytowyto. Mx YyscTBo 6bino pegyanwimm. 3T1o Hbina
O/ZiHa U3 NPUYMH, MO KOTOPOM JIMB A0MKHA BblNa BbIATU 3aMyK.

- Kak 1e6a 30BYT? - CNPOCUA OH.

- Kuppa. A Tebe yxe rosopuna.

- BepHo... a nponyctua.
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Y Hee 6bl/10 NO/IHOE, KPYF/1I0€ UL, KOTOPOE NPUAaBano el HEBUHHbIM BUA, HO U3rnbbl ee Tena
CTUpanu 3To BneyaTneHue. Kak n apasHawmin bneck B ee rnasax. OHa BbIrnagena Ha HECKONbKO NeT
CTaplue ero, U ee apomat 6bl1 MATKMM U CNerka NpoxaagHbiM, HaNOMMHAOWMM eMy OCEHHUE JINCTbA.

- Tbl CKa3ana, YTo MoA cecTpa 8bIxo0um 3amyx 3a Cobona? - cnpPocu oH.

- YBepeHa, 4To NpsAMO ceiyac.

Meppwn noBepHynca K noBo3kam. JIue Bceraa 6bina ¢ HUM. Kak cambiii ctapwuid, Bann 6bin
B3palleH Mx OTLOM, 4YTobbl cTaTb KpoBHbIM BOXAem. Ho oHM ¢ Jlue Gbinv npenocTaBieHbl CaMUM
cebe. Meppn HE MOr NOBEPUTb, YTO OHA NPUHALANEKMUT KOMY-TO Apyromy. J/IMB - Takaa CMeLInBas,
6bICTpO 315Wanca, 6bICTPo NpoLatowasn. J/Ine, KOTopasa HUYEro He Aenana Ha NONOBUHY U OTAAaBaNacCb
BCEMY NOJIHOCTbIO, 8bILUAA 3AMYMH.

Kak 6bl CMIbHO OH HW BEPWUA, YTO OHA AOJIKHA BbINOAHUTbL CBOM AoAr nepen MoToOKom, BblAA
3amyK 3a CobonsA, OH HUKOrAa He OXMAaN, YTO OHA AeNCTBUTENIbHO 3TO caenaeT. Ero cectpa Bcerga
O6blna Henpeackasyemol, HO 3TO CcTaso cambim bonbwunm cropnpusom gna Bcex. OHa cbexkana,
ncyesna, a NOTOM CAenana 10, 0 Yem ee BCe BpemsaA MPOCUN.

enyaok MNeppu cxkanca npy mbicin 0 PokoTe. Kak OH oTpearmpyeT, Korga ysHaeT?

- Hy? - cnpocuna Knuppa, oTB/IeKasa ero oT Mbicnen. - Yke no3aHo. Mbl byaem pasrpyKatb?

Meppu npoBesn pyKkoi No NnoaAd60poAKY U KUBHY.

[eno caenaHo. J/ine Bbiwna 3amy»K. OH He MOT HUYEro USMEHUTD.
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I'naBa 24. APUA

Tem Beuyepom Aputo U PokoTa nposoaunu B 6osbliyto ctonoByl. Ha aaMHHom obeaeHHom
cToNie mepuanun cseunm u cepebpo. U3 orpomHol Basbl, OTOpacbiBafd TOHKME TEHM Ha MNOTOJIOK,
TOpYanu W30rHyTble MBOBble BeTBU. C OAHOM CTOPOHbI KOMHaTbl ABEPU BbIXOAMAW Ha BaANKOH.
3aHaBeCKM LBEeTA PrKaBUYMHbI KO/bIXa/IMCb HA BETPY, OTKPbIBAA B3opy B3banamyyeHHoe dpupom Hebo.

PoKoT ornagen KomHaty.

- Fae InB? - cnpocuAn OH, Korga OHW BOLLAIN.

Cobonb BCTan M3-3a ctona. Tenepb Ha Hem Obina uenb KpoBHOro BoXKas — dpaHTacTUYecKoe,
CBEpKalowee oXepenbe, ycbiNaHHoe candupamu, nobneckmMBaoWMMM Ha ¢GoOHe TeMHO-cepoi
pybawkun. Lenb npeobpasunna ero, ycunume ronybusHy rnas un yBepeHHocTb B y/blbKke. Apus 3aganacb
BOMPOCOM, KaK OHa Mor/aa MPUHATb ero 3a o0bbl4HOro 4YenoBeKka. Kasanocb, OH 4yBCTBYeT cebs
HeNPUHYXAEHHO C Lenbto. BonbHO ¢ BnacTbto. OHa NOHANA, YTO HUKOrAa He Aymana o lMeppu B TaKom
paKypce.

- Jln ona3abiBaeT, - otBeTUA Cobonb. - Noxoxke, et HPaBMUTCA 3aCTaBAATb MEHSA XKaaTb.

- MoeT, oHa Teba usberaer, - ckasan PokoT.

PoT Cobona npunogHancs 8 HebonbLioi ynbibKe.

- Al pag, yto Tbl 34ecb. Ona J/Iue byaeT xopowo, ecnv Ha Halel cBaabbe 6yaeT NpMcyTCTBOBATb
Apyr ee geTcTBa.

- OHa CcKasana, Yto Mbl Opy36Aa? - cNPocun POKOT € yXMbIIKOW. OH HE MOT OCTAaHOBUTbCA.

Cob0/1b OTBETUN CNOKOMHO, HO B3NS4, ero bl }ecToK.

- 1 3Hato, Kem Tbl 6b11. OHA MAK M CKasana.

MopbiB BETPa BOPBAJICA B KOMHATY U NPUMNOAHAN Kpal CKaTePTU, ONPOKUHYB O/IOBAHHbIN KyOOK.
OH c rpoxoTom ynana Ha KameHHbI non. Hn Cobonb, HU POKOT He LWEeIOXHYIUCh.

Apua BCTana mexay HUMu.

- Moxoxe, CKopo pa3pasuTcs bypsa, - NPoOM3HEC/Ia OHa, BbixodA Ha 6ankoH. YTo Oblia ABHaA
MonbITKa OTB/IeYb BHMMaHMeE, HO 3To cpaboTano. Cobonb nocnenoBan 3a Heu.

BeTep nogHAN ee BOMIOCHI C NJieY, KOrga OHa NPoLL/ia MMMO 3aHaBecoK. OHa NoAOLWANA K HU3KOM
KaMeHHOW CTeHe, okanmnaswen 6ankoH, o6xBaTuB ceba pykamm OT xon04a. HepoBHbIM BHELHUNA
BMA, KPEMOCTU CMYCKA/ICA HAa HECKOJIbKO 3TaKel K 3MeUMHOM peKe Npsamo nog Hen. dPupHbIi ceeT
MepLan Ha TEMHOM NOBEPXHOCTU PEKW.

Pspom c Hen nosisunca Cobob.

- OH NpeKpaceH M3ganeka, He Tak N? - CNPOCUN OH, TNaAs B IOUP, YbM MOTOKU NPUHMMANN
N3BUAUCTYIO, Knybawytoca dopmy. CKopo BOpPOHKKM onyctatcs. - CoBcem apyroe Aeno, Koraa Tbl
npAMo nog HUM. - OH NOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee. - Tbl Ke OKasbiBanacb nog 6ypen?

- da.

- Al TaK 1 ayman. fl yyto TBOM CTpax, HO A Mory owmnbaTbes. Bapyr, Tbl 60MLWbCA YEro-To APYyroro.
Tbl 6oMLWbCA BbICOTbI, APUA? ITO AOATNI NYTb BHU3.

Opoxb npobexkana no ee TeNy, HO OHa OTBETUNA POBHbIM FO/I0COM:

-  XOpoLO NepeHoLy BbICOTY.

Co60onb ynbibHyNack.

- MeHs 370 He yamBnaeT. Tbl CKa3ana, 4Yto Tbl U3 [loTOKa?

OH 3acbinan ee Bonpocamu. [lbiTaacb MOHATb, YTO OHA YyBCTBYeT, 4YTOOblI HallynaTb ee
cnabocTb.

- [la, A npuexana otryaa.

- Ho oo cerogHAlwWwHero gHA Tbl He 3Hana Jlms.

- Her.

OH cHOBa NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, He ABMrasacb, HanpaxeHHo. OHa BWAENa, KaK ero MbICau
BEPTENUCb BOKPYr Hee, Kak obocTpanocb ero ntobonbitctBo. OHa He Aymana, YTo CMOXKeT bonblie

~103~



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

BbIHOCUTb 3TO, KOrga ronoc J/IuB cHoBa nNpuBaek ero BHMMaHWe. Cobonb cnerka AepHynca, Ho He
HaNPaBMICA K HEM.

- Fne Cobonb? - cnpocuna Jime PokorTa.

Apua ysngena ee yepes wenb B WTOpax. JIne Bbirnagena no-4pyromy, He Tak, KaKk Ta 4eBYLUKa,
KOTOPYKO OHa BCTpeTMna paHbwe. Ha Heil Oblno rpeyeckoe nnaTbe APKO-OPAHMKEBOro LBETA,
nogyepkuBatowee 6POH30BLIN OTTEHOK ee Nnua. 3eneHblit Nosc 06BMBan ee Taanko, U OHa cobpana
CBOIO IyCTYtO, CBET/IYHO KOMHY BO/IOC B C/IOXKHYIO NPUYECKY.

- Y10 c TO6OM Ccnyumnock? - cnpocun ee PokoT.

- f He Morna cnNpaBUTLCA C NOACOM, - becneyHo oTBeTMAa JIns.

- Al roBOptO He O NaaTbe.

- 3Hato.

- Torga noyemy Thl...

- Pokort, npekpamu, - pe3ko obopsana ero Jine. OHa nogoLuna K CToay U cena.

PoKOT nocnenoBan 3a Hel, ceB pAAOM.

- Tbl cobupaelbcs uUrHopuposBaTb MeHa? Tbl Oyaewb BecTn cebs TaK, OyaTo mexay Hamu
Hu4yero HeT? - OH NOHM3MA rON10C, HO ApUA CAbllWana BCe, YTO OH roBopua. KameHHaa KomHaTa bbina
MOXOrKa Ha CLLeHy, KOTOpasA YCU/AMBAJa 3BYKM M BbITaKMBANA WX HaApyXKy, Tyda, r4e CTOAAM OHa C
Cobonem, Habnoaan B TemHoTe. MHTepecHo, cablwan nv ero Cobonb?

- OnmBMSA, - HACTOMYMBO M CTPACTHO NpousHec PoKoT. - YTo Tbl 34eck denaews?

- A »kay enpl, - cCkasana oHa, rnaga npsamo nepen coboii. - U Cobons.

PoKOT Bbipyrasica u oTwaTtHy/ACA OT Hee, CI0BHO ero OTTOJIKHY/IN.

Cob0osb TMXO paccmesncs pagom c Apuen.

- Hy 4to, nongem? - cnpocun oH, Bo3Bpaladack B gom. OH nogowen K JIuB n nouenosan ee B
rybol.

- Tol NpeKpacHa, - npowenTan OH, NpeXae Yem BbINPAMUTLCA.

Pymaneu, 3anun weku Jns.

- Tbl MeHA cMyLLaellb.

- Noyemy? - cnpocnn Cobonb, cagacb pagom ¢ Hei. - OH nocmoTpen Ha PoKoTa, B ero rnasax
6b110 Becenbe. - COMHEBAOCh, YTO KTO-TO 34E€Chb C 3TUM HE COornacuTcs.

enynok Apun ckpyTnno. POKoT 6bia1 roToB NPbIrHYTb BRepea 1 pa3opsatb Cob6ona Ha Kycku. C
YYaLLEHHbIM NY/IbCOM OHa B3r/IAHY/1a Ha CTPAXHMKOB, CToAWMX y ABepn. O6a MyKUYMHbI MOCMOTPENN
el B rnasa. OHW HabAaNAN 33 BCEM.

Korgoa PoKoT cen pagom c Hel, OHa B3si/la ero 3a PyKy v ObICTpo npeaynpeguna: «PokKor,
OCTaHbCA CO MHO. YCNOKoMTeCh, NoXanymncrar.

Cunaeswmne no gpyryto ctopoHy ctona Cobonb 1 J/IMB 3ameTunun 3TOT KecT. B KomHaTte He 6bio
ceKpeToB. bbia cablweH Kaxkabii wenot. OuwyLanacb Kaxkaan CMeHa B SMOLMAX.

TemHOTa nocenunacb B 3efeHblX rnasax Jiue. PesHocmes nu 310? KaK OHa cmeeT 3TO
yyBcTBOBaTb? OHa BbIXOAUT 3amyXx 3a Cobona. OHa He wumena npaBa 4yBCTBOBaTb cebs
co6CTBEHHMLEN NO OTHOLIEHUIO K POKOTY.

Cnyru npuHecnun 6at04a € XapeHoM BETYMHOM M oBOWAMKU. ApUto ogHOBpeMeHHO obypeBan Kak
ronoA, Tak u TowHota. OHa B3A1a KyCcoK xneba.

HeCcKoNbKO MWHYT OHW enn B HEJIOBKOM MOAYaHuW. Barnag Apum TO M Aeno BO3BpaLLanca K
pyKe POKOTa, KOTOpPaA MOKOMJIACb Ha HOXe pPAAOM C Hell. POKOT 1 JlIuB He cmoTpenu Apyr Ha apyra.
Cobonb Habnwogan 3a Bcem.

- Meppwn 6biln 4OBONEH €401, KOTOPYHO Mbl MPUCAAAN? - HaKOHeL, cnpocuna Jlms.

- Bropyto nonoBmHy nnatbl? - cnpocun PoKoT, yanemsLLMKCh.

— 370 Ha3bIBaeTCA NpuaaHoe, - pe3ko oteeTuna /iue. - Tol Begb ero nocnan, Cobonb?
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- B TOT }Ke AeHb, Kak u A obewan, - oteetun Cobonb. - NOTOK AoNKeH Bbln NONYy4UTb €ro, A
yBepeH. OHO, A0NXHO 6bITb, NPMObLINO NOC/Ae TOro, Kak TBOWM Apy3bA ywau. A nocnan Tyaa COpPok
CBOWX NIY4LLIMX BOMHOB. OHM OCTAHYTCA M MOMOryT TBoemMy bpaTy.

Jlne nocmoTpena Ha Hero.

- Tbl 3TO caenan?

Cobonb ynbibHyNCA.

- f1 3Hato, Tbl 6ECNOKOULILCA O HEM.

ApuAa no4vyyBCTBOBA/sa, YTO ee nocneAHAs Hagexpa Ana Pokota ucyesna. Caenka 6Gbina
3aKkntoveHa. J/iue npuHagnexkana Cobonto. MIm npocto Hy)KHa 6blna cBagebHas uepemoHus. YTo
Ka3a/10Cb pOPManbHOCTbHO.

- Meppu npucnan mHe coobuieHme? - cnpocuna Jlms.

PoKoT noKayan ronoBown.

- Ham npuwnocb 6bICTPO yexaTb, TaK YTO y Hero He Oblno waHcoB. B ntobom cnyyae, A He
YBEPEH, YTO OH nocsan obbl.

- Mouyemy? - cnpocuna JIne. — Y HEro oTcox A3bIK?

- Jne, OH BMHUT ceba B TOM, 4TO CNy4YnNOCh C Bannom.

OHa Haxmypunace.

- fl 3Haw, uTO caenan Bahn. A 3Ha, Kem 6bin MoV 6paT. HaCKONbKO C/AIOXKHO OTNpPaBUTb
coobueHune?

- Xopowmi Bonpoc, - ckasan POKoT. - HackoseKo TpyaHO OTNpaBuTb cooblieHne? MNeppu yxe
rog, Hu4yero o mebe He 3HaeT. MoxeT, oH HouTca, YTo NoTepan TebA. MoxeT, OH AymaeT, YTo Tbl
60/blle He becnokoulbea o Hem. Tak Beab, /Ine?

Jlne n PoKOT ycTaBUAUCL ApYr Ha Apyra, He murasa. OuyeBnaHo, geno 66110 yxe He B MNeppu.
Apun noKasanocb, 4to oHM ¢ Cobonem ncyesnm U3 KOMHaTbl.

- KoHeyHo, s ntobnto ero, - ckazana Jlms. - OH moli bpart. Al caenato gnsa Hero Bce.

- TporatenbHo, JIne. - POKOT OTTOJIKHY/ICA OT cTONa. - YBepeH, Meppu byaeTt pag 3To ycabllwaTh. -
Korga oH yxogun, warun ero 6o11m TUXMMK.

OcTaBwuncb HaeguHe ¢ Jinus n Cobonem, Apua BApyr NoYyBCTBOBaNa cebs He3BaHOW roCTbeM.
BeTep 3agyn cBeuun Ha APYrom KoHue ctona. B Tycknom cseTe nnatbe J/IMB Ka3anocCb XO/I04HbIM, KaK
KpacHaAa rnvHa. Bece BbIrnageno cepobim U X0/I04HbIM.

- fl NnpuKaxKy npuBecTu ctoga TBoero bpaTa, - ckasana Cobonb, 6epa /e 3a pyKy. - Mbl moxkem
noAoXaaTb CO cBaabbom A0 Tex nop. CKaXkm MHe, Yero Tbl XO4ellb, U A cAenato 3To.

Jlne ynbibHynacb emy - 6bicTpan, ApOoXKallLaa BCMbILIKA.

- U3BMHMU... A HE TONI0AHA, - CKa3ana OHa U Bbll1a U3 KOMHaTbI.

Apus pana, yto Cobonb noiaet 3a Hel. OH 3Toro He caenan. OH B3AA C TaPESIKU UHXKMP U
cben ero, HabaAan, Kak OHa XKyeT.

- Al noHMMmalo, noyemy PoKoT 34echb, - CKasan oH. - lNoyemy meoil 3aech?

Ero cnoBa npo3By4ann HebperkHo, HO B3rnag 6bln NpoHMUATENbHbIM. ApUs NMOCcMOTpena Ha
ABepb, OLEHNBAA PACCTOSHNE, UHCTUHKT rOBOPUA e YATHK celivac ce.

Cobonb cxBaTmA ee 3a 3anacTbe. CBOOOAHOM pyKOM Apmua CxBaTK/a CO cTo/1a HOX. OHa aepkana
€ro oCTpMemM BHM3, roToBas HaHecTn ygap B wet. CmepTenbHbld yaap. MNpoTMB TaKOro, KaKk OH,
BO3MOXEH TONbKO 0AMH BbiCTpen. Ho 3To et He nomoKeT. Eii Hy»KHO, YTOObI OH 3aroBOpU.

Cobonb ynblbHYACA M cnerka nokavan ronosoi. Ero rnasa 6bian 6nefHbl, Kak CTEKNO, M
OKpY»XeHbl TEMHO-CUHUMM Kpyramu.

- Tebe OH He Hy)KeH. fl He NpuYnHIo Tebe Bpesa, eCcan Tbl He Aallb MHEe NOBOAA.

OH CKONb3HYN NafOHbIO BBEPX MO ee pyKe, 3a4Mpasa pyKas. boabwmm nanbuem meaneHHo m
TBEPAO OH NpobeXKanca no ee KOXKe, MOKa OH M3yYna paspyLUeHHY NonoBUHY OTMeTUHbI. XON0o40K
npobeKan no ee cnMHe OT ero NPUKOCHOBEHMUA.

Cobonb 3arnsHyn e B rnasa.
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- Tol 3aragKa, He Tak n?

Y Apuu nepexBaTUNO pAbixaHWe. 3BYKM 06OCTPMAMCL. XNONaHbe 3aHABECOK W KypyaHue
3menHon peku. Mpubnumxkatowmeca warn B Kopmuaope. Yyet M oH ee cnocobHOCTb cnbiwaTb? Ee
XU3Hb B [pe3se n B Mupax, n Bce 0CTanbHOE, YTO OHa CKpbiBana?

Bowen cTpaXKHUK C }KXUAKMMU CBETIbIMU BOSIOCAMMU.

- bypa gepxuT nyTb K Jleasuto PeHaKepa.

Cobonb He 06paTUA Ha HErO BHUMAHMUA.

- Yero Tbl OT MEHA X0Yelb? - CNPOCUA OH HU3KMUM W YTPOXKaOLLMM FrO/I0COM.

OHa He morna aratb. He morna.

- ficHoro Heba.

XBaTka Cobona ocnabna. OH MeaNeHHO BbIGOXHY M OTKMHY/ICA HA CMUHKY CTyAa.

- A A-TO Ayman, YTo Tbl KaKaA-TO YHMKANbHAA, - MPOCTO CKa3an OH. 3aTem OH BCTaj W BblLen.

Apua He morsa NolweBesibHYyTbCA B TeYeHMe AO0ArMX MUHYT nocae 3toro. OHa He 4YyBCTBOBANA
OTBPALLEHMA OT NMPUKOCHOBEHUIN YXKE HECKOJIbKO MECALIEB, C TeX MOP KaK ee BbirHanu 13 pesbl. B
pyKe npocHynacb 60nb. Ero xBaTKa OKasanacb Kpenye, 4em OHA npegnonarana. HakoHew, OHa
NONOXWAA HOX Ha MeCTO, PALOM C MYyCTOW TApPeNKOW, Manblbl HbIAM OT CWUAbl, C KOTOPOW OHa
CXMmana ero.

Y10 Tenepb? Cob60nb OTHOCMTCA K Hel ¢ nogo3peHnem. OH OByaeT BbIHIOXMBATb, MOKA He y3HaeT
npaBgy O TOM, KTO OHa TaKas. Ee Xu3Hb 6blna B onacHocTn. Ee muccma Goina B onacHoctu. OHa
B34,0XHyNa U BCTana. OHa He No3BOAUT cebe noTepneTb Heyaayy.

ApuAa npowna MUMO CTPa*KHUKOB Yy ABEpW, BO3BpaLLaAaCb B CBOK KomHaTy. OHa 3amevana
CTparkenm Ha noctax W B Kopuaopax. lepeapuratbca HesameyeHHOW OyaeT TPyAHO, HO He
HeBO03MOXHO. OHa 3amepna, ycabiwas ronoc Cobona. OH 3By4an 61M3KO, HO OHa HE MOrna CKasaTb
HaBepHsAKa. 3BYKN CTpaHHbIM 06pa3om pPasHOCUAUCL MO U3BUAUCTbIM Kopuaopam. C KONoTAWMMCA
cepAaluem OHa c/ylwana, Kak OH NPMKasblBaeT 3BaKyMpoBaTb OKpauHbl Kpada. MoxXeT, cerogHAWHAA
6ypA NOATONKHET ero K pasrosopy o AcHom Hebe.

Mo3xce, ckazana oHa cebe. OHa YCKONb3HET M Y3HAET BCE, YTO CMOMKET.

OHa He ygmBuaacb, obHapyKMB, B CBOEN KOMHATE Ye/I0BEKA, XKAYLLETO ee.

OHa oxknpana PokoTa, HO 31O bblna Jlns.

~106~



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

I'nraBa 25. [IEPETPUH

B ToT Beuep lMeppu cnaen 3a BbICOKMM cTONOM, Brarorosen nepeg eaoi. BetumHy nogasanm c
M3IOMOM, 30/10TbIM, KaK BOCXOZ CONHUA. OpexoBblt xn1eb ¢ TennbiM KO3bUM Cbipom. MOpPKOBD,
CBAPEHHYIO B Meay U CIMBOYHOM macne. KnybHuKy. BuwHu. baogo ¢ wectbto Bugamu coblpa. BuHo
nnn bneck gna Tex, KTo xoten. ApomaTbl HAaMOMHUAWM KyXHIO. 3aBTPa KNaH BepHeTCA K nankam, HO
ceroaHA OHW NUPOBaNMU.

OH en, NoKa rofofHble cnasmbl He NpeBpaTUAMUCL B 601b HabuToro »kenypka. Kaxkapi yKyc
HaNOMWHAN emMy O XepTBe, KOTOpyk npuHecna Jiue pagu loToka. 3aKOHYMB, OH OTKMHYACA Ha
CMWUHKY CTYNa U cTan HabntoaaTb 3a NtogbMu BOKpYr. MappoH HamasbiBasl Mac/iom KycoK xneba c Toi
e aKKypaTHOCTbIO, C KaKOW aenan Bce ocTasbHoe. Meageab aTakoBan ropy egbl nepes HUM, B TO
BpemAa noka Monnu caxana Pyyelka Ha KoneHwn. Xang v FpuH conepHU4Yanm 3a BHUMaAHUE Bpyk,
MpyTUK eaBa ycnesan BCTaBUTb C0BO.

Bcero HecKo/lbKO 4acoB Ha3af OH Obln HA TOM e CaMOM MecCTe, BbIC/AYLWMBAA, KaK OHU
HabpacbIBAtOTCA HA HETO B THEBE.

Yepes cton MBa TONIKHY1a Yro/ibKa OKTEM.

- CMmoTpU. HUrae HeT HM KycoukKa pbibbl.

- CnaBa Hebecam, - ckaszan Yronek. - A y»K Ayman, y MeHa BblpacTyT XKabpbl.

MBa paccmennack. Meppu 3acmennca, yBUAEB, KaK NOKPACHeNN Yyl YronibKa Noj LWankown.

B nanbHem KoHue 3ana Knppa y*KnHana BMecTte co cBoer rpynnoin. Mx ronoca 6u1am xpunabimu,
OHM APO KECTUKYAUPOBaANU. Y KaK[0ro U3 HUX, Ka3anocb, bbin B3pbIBHOW cmex. Barnag Meppu 1o m
Aeno Bosspawanca K Kuppe. OH HasHauun er BCTpedy Mo3e, 4YTobbl y3HATb HOBOCTM C APYrUX
Tepputopmii. NMpuaa ot Poros, oHa morna 4Yto-HMbyab 3HATb 0 AcHom Hebe.

Korga OHM 3akoHuMnu ectb, rpynna Kuppbl OTOABMHY/IA HECKO/AbKO CTO/IOB K CTEHaMm,
ocBoboKgas npocTpaHcTBO. MOTOM 3a3Byvana My3blKa, rMTapbl M HapabaHbl 3aurpann Becenblie
menoguu. Xopolluee HacTpoOeHMe BCMbIXHYN0, KaK NecHOM noXKap. MOTOK OXOTHO NPUCOeaMHUACA K
HeMy, 1 BCKOpe 331 HANOJHMACA NEeCHAMMU U TaHLLAMW.

- Yronek pacckasan 1ebe 0 cBoem AHe poXaeHuu? - cnpocuna Mea.

Yronek 3amoTan ronosoM.

- MBa, cTton. A nowyTunA.

- A A HeT, - oTBeTMNa MBa. - Yroniek He 3HaEeT, KOoraa y Hero AeHb POXKAEeHUA, TaK YTO OH MOXKeT
OKa3aTbCA B /110600 feHb. A pa3 oH MOXKeT bbITb B /110600 AeHb, TO novyemy bbl He cerogHA? Mbl yKe
npasgHyem.

Meppu CKpecTua pyKu Ha rpyam U NOCTapasnca He paccMenaTbes.

- MHe KaXkeTca, ceroaHa naeanbHblii AeHb.

- MoxeT, Tbl Mor 6bl CKa3aTb YTO-HMOYAb, HY, YTOObI caenaTb ero opmMuManbHbIM?

- Al mory aTo caenatb. - OH nocmoTpen Ha Yronbka. - CKonbKo Tebe net?

nasa YronbKa pacwmpuance.

- Al He 3Hal0.

- MoxerT, rae-To TpMHaguath? - npegnonoxun MNeppu.

- MoeT. - Yronek noxan nne4amu, HoO ero rHes ocsiaben. 310 3Ha4Ynn0 ANnA Hero 6onblle, Yem
OH MokKasbiBan. OH 3acny*KMBan 3HaTb CBOM BO3pacT. ImeTb AeHb, YTO M3MEPSET ero *KunsHb. Meppu
TOJIbKO }Kanen, YTo He NoAyman caenatb 3TO paHbLUe.

- Kak Boxgb N0OTOKa, A UMeHYI0 3TOT AeHb TBOUM gHem poXxaeHuaA. MNosapasnsato.

Mo nuuy YronbKa pacnsiblnack yabibKa.

- Cnacubo.

- Tenepb Tebe NpuAETCA TaHUEBATb, - CKazana Mea. OHa NoTAHyNa ero, 3aCTaBUB MNOAHATLCA, U
He obpallaf BHUMAHWUA Ha HepeLuMTe IbHble NPOTECTbI, NOTaLLWAA ero B TONMNY.
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Meppy OTKMHYACA Ha CMNMHKY CTyAa M nodvecan bnoxy, Habnwopgasa 3a BceMM, HaACNAKAAACH
nerkoctbto B cepaue. Knppa He npocto npusesna edy. OHa HaNOMHWAA O NyYWMX BpemeHax. Bot
TaKUM A0NKeH 6biTb 3an. TakKMm OH Bceraa xoten BuaeTb MoTok.

Bbino yKe no3gHO, Koraa KAaH pasowénca no Aomam. HUMKTO He xoTen, 4Tobbl HOYb KOHYANaCh.
Pud otBen Meppu B CTOPOHY, HAa TEMHYIO NOAAHY. BOKpYr HUX ropenun namnbl, Cerka NoKauymMBaAch Ha
NPOXaaAHOM OKEaHCKOM BeTpy

- OBaguatb cemMb MYXUYMH U OAMHHAALATL KeHWMH. - [ecAtTb Buaawmx v nate Cablwamx
cpeam HUX, U Tbl 3HaewWwb o Knppe. HacKoNbKo A MOry CyauTb, KaxAabli U3 HUX ymeeT 0bpallatbes ¢
opyKuem.

Meppu Nnogo3pesan Toxe camoe.

- Tebs aTo 6ecnokout?

Pu¢ nokauan ronosoi.

- HeT. Ho BCe paBHO, A OCTaHYCb Ha HOYb.

Meppw KNBHYA, HageAcb, YTo Pud NnpucmoTpumT 3a BHOBb NpubbIBLUMMU. OBEPHYBLUUCH, YTOObI
YyMTK, OH YyTb He cbun Monnn. OHa ckasana emy, Yyto MappoH npubonen. Huyero cTpallHoro, Kpome
HecBapeHMA XenyaKa, HO OH ByaeT oTabixaTb BCO HOYb. [Monyyaetca 6e3 Puda n MappoHa, emy
npuaeTca BCTpeTuTbcAa ¢ Knuppon HaeguHe. Meppy nepecek MOAAHY M HaNpPaBWUACA K JOMY, CAaM He
NOHUMAA, MOYEMY HEPBHUYAET.

HemHoro noroga oHa, NOCTy4aB B ABepb, BOLW/A BHYTPb. [leppu BCTan ¢ Kpecna, CTOAWEro y
KamuHa. Knppa 3amepna un ornagena nyctyro KomHaty. OHa Kasanacb yauBAEHHOM, 4yTo Honblie
HWUKOrO 34eCb HeT.

- fl ocTaBUNA CBOUX NOAEN OTAbIXaTb. ITO HbINO A0NTOE NyTewecTsume.

Meppw NnogoLwen K CToNy, HaWA ABe YawkKu baecka n NPOTAHYN O4HY el.

- YBepeH, OHUM 3aCNYyKUAN OTAbIX.

B3aB 4awky, Kuppa cena 3a cton M c ynblbkoM nocmoTpena Ha Hero. Ha Hel 6bina
obTarmeatowwan pyballka NwWeHMYHOro LBeTa, PacCTerHyTas Ha BOPOTE HUMKE, YEM 33 YKUHOM.

- Mbl noABUAKUCH B HY*KHOE BPeMS, - CKa3asia OHa. - KnaH ronoaan.

- [a, - cornacunca Neppun. OH He MOT OTPULLATb, YTO UX NONOKEHMUE BbINO YXKACHBIM, HO EMY He
HPaBWNOCb, KOTAa HA 3TO YKa3blBaa YyrKakK.

- Koraa Bbl Bo3BpawaeTecb B Kpain? - cnpocun oH. OH xoTen nocnaTb coobuweHne cecTtpe. Kak
Tam JIne? OH A0/IKEH 3HATb, YTO C HEWN BCe B MOpPALKeE.

Kuppa paccmesanacs.

- Tbl ye xo4yelwb, 4TObbI A ywna? MHe 601bHO, - CKa3ana OHa, cnerka Hagys rybku. - Cobosb
Xo4eT, yTobbl A 0cTanacb. Mbl 3aecb, YTOObl NTOMOYb, MOKA Bbl HY»KAAeTecb B Hac.

370 3actano ero Bpacnaox. OH caenan rnoTok, gasas cebe Bpema npuntu B ceba, koraa bneck
corpen ero ropno. Mo cnyxam, Cobonb 6ol 6e3KaNnoCTeEH, a ceilyac He Bpema Aas weapoctu. Jiue
HacToANa Ha AOMNONHUTENbHOW nomowm? OH He MOr OCTaBUTb 3TO 6e3 BHMMaHMA. JInB ToXKe morna
ObITb 6€3KaNOCTHOIA.

Meppu NOCTaBMA YALLKY.

- Cob01b MOKET XOTeTb, UTOObI Bbl OCTAaNINUCL, HO HE OH NPUHUMAET 34,eCb pelleHuns.

- KoHeuHo, HeT, - cka3ana Kuppa, - HO 5 He NoHUMato, noYyemy 3To npobnema. Mbl NpmBe3NU C
coboin eay, u y Bac AOCTAaTOMHO MecTa, 4YTobbl paccennTtb Hac. Cobonb Tenepb TBOM BpaTt. CumTam
Hally NOMOLLb NOAAPKOM OT Hero.

Modapkom? Momouwb? Neppun Kpenye cxKan YallkKy.

- Co60/1b MHe He bpar.

Kuppa caenana rnotok bnecka, B ee rnasax 6necHyno Becenbe

- Mory cebe npeactaBuTb, NOYEeMy Tbl HE YyBCTBYELIb 3TOFO, €C/IM HUKOTrAa He BCTPeyanca
HUM. He3aBMCMMO OT 3TOro, Tbl He MOXelb He BUAETb NPenMyLLecTBO. Y MeHA Camble CU/bHble
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6oMLbl, KAKMX TOSIbKO MOXKHO HAWTW, @ MOM Nowaan obyyeHbl AepKaTbCA CTOMKO BO Bpemsa bypu u
Haberos. Mbl moram 66l NOMOYb 3alUTUTL NoceneHme. Bam He npuwaock 6bl OTCTyNaTh B NeLLepy.

OHa cnbiwana. Xota 370 6bln ero BbIbOp U Nyywmin BapuaHT gna MOTOKA, CTblA OXBATUA €rO,
06xuraa nuuo. Kuppa HaknoHunacb Bnepes v rnyboKo B3AOXHYAQ, He cBOAA C Hero rna3. Ee rnasa
6bINM LBETa AHTAPSA - TOFO XKe OFHEHHOTO LBETAa, KOTOPbI OH YyBCTBOBA/ B ee XxapaKkTepe. OHa untana
€ro, TaK »Ke KaK M OH YnTan ee.

- A chbiwana o Tebe, - npousHecna oHa. - foBopAT, Tbl BopBanca B Moaynb [oceneHues,
nobeann nnems BopoHos. FoBopAT, Tbl OTMeYeH ABaxAbl... BUaAWMMI, HO Tbl BUAMLWb B TEMHOTE.

- Kakve oHM opHako pasroBopuuBble. Bo Bceit 310l 6ONTOBHE, KOTOPYH Tbl CAblWana, KTo-
HWBYAb ynomuHan o AicHom Hebe? Moi 6paT Cobonb ckasan Tebe, rge oHoO?

- 3emns conHua u 6abouek? - cnpocKna OHa, OTKNAbIBAACH HA3as,. - TONbKO He TOBOPU MHE, YTO
Tbl TOXKeE ee vuewb. FNynaa Hagexaa.

- Tol Ha3bIBaewWb MeHA aypakom, Knppa?

OHa ynbibHynacb. OH BnepBble Ha3Ban ee No UMeHU. OHa 3amMeTuna 3TO, N OH TOXKe.

- [lypak NoHbIA HagexA.

Meppun yXMbiNbHYACA.

- Xyawwni sua. - OH yxKe Hayan 3a4,aBaTbCA BOMPOCOM, YTO €C/IN BCE, YTO OHa CKaXKeT, y4apwuT no
Hemy. - Tbl He cuMTaelwb, YTo AcHoe Hebo cywiectByeT? Y Te6A HET HUKAKOTO KeNaHUA KUTb?

- A XuBYy, - CKa3ana oHa. - Hebo meHsa He npecnepyer.

OHKM 3amonyanu, rnaga Apyr Ha gpyra. Ee 3anax oweTtuHunca ot Bo3byxaeHua. OHaA He
OTBOAMNA B3rNAAA, U OH MOHAJ, YTO TOXKE HE MOMKET.

- Tbl B YA3BMMOM MOJNIOXKEHUW, - HAKOHEL, CKa3ana OHa. - HeT HMYero nnoxoro B Tom, 4TObbl
NPUHATb HE6ONbLUYIO NOMOLLb.

Momowsb. ONATb 370 cnoBo. C Hero xBaTUT. OH 60/bLLE He XOTeN HUYEro CayLwaThb.

- l nogymato Hag npeanoxKeHnem, - CKasan OH, BCTasas. - YTo-Hnbyab ewe?

Kunppa moprHyna.

- Xouewsb, 4Tob6bl A OCTanacb? - CMbIC/, KOTOPbIA OHa BAOXMAA B 3TOT BOMPOC, HE Mor 6bITb
ACHee.

Meppu NnogoLwen K ABEPU U OTKPbIA e, BNYCKAaa HOYHOM BO3AYX.

- CnoKoiHom Houun, Kuppa.

OHa BcTana 1 nogowsna K Hemy. OCTaHOBMBLUUCL MeHee Yem B ¢yTe OT HEero, oHa NOCMoTpena
€My B r1a3a M BAOXHYNA.

Kenypok Meppu cxkanca. OHa 3acTaBuna ero cepaue 6utbca bbicTpee, YEro OH He YyBCTBOBA
y*Ke HECKONbKO Heaenb. OHa 3HAET, HO OH HUYETO HE MOT CAEeNaTb, YTOObI CKPbITb 3TO.

- Cnu cnoKowHo, MeperpuH 13 MOTOKa, - CKa3ana OHa U CKO/Ib3HY1a B TEMHOTY.
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I'naBa 26. APUA

- Jlne, 4TO Tbl 34€eCb Aenaewb? - cnpocuna Apus, Bxoda B CBOO KOomMHaTty. OHa He cmorna
cAep»KaTb rHeB B rosioce.

Jlne nogHANACb C KpOBaTH.

- Al nckana PokoTta. Ero He 6b110 B KOMHaTe. - [peyeckoe nnatbe Tenepb BbIMIALEN0 NOMATbHIM,
cnagano c naeya. OHa pacnyctuaa BoAOChI, HO Bbirnagena 6onee CMAbLHOM U HEMPUHYKAEHHOM, YeM
BO Bpemsa obeaa.

ApuAa cKpecTuna pyKuM Ha rpygu. Y KpoBaTM mepuana Namna, OCBeLWana XOJIOAHYIO, TeCHYHo
KOMHaTy.

- Ero 3gecb HeT. KaK Tbl MOXelwb ACHO BUAETH.

- MpocTo nepenai emy coobLLeHME OT MeHS...

- fl HUYero He 6yay nepenasatb emy ot Tebs.

JIne yxmbinbHynace.

- A KTO mbl cOBCTBEHHO TaKaA?

- Opyr PokoTa n MNeppu. - Apusa npukycuna ryby, Kak To/IbKO CNOBa cneTtenu ¢ ryb. «Apyr» - Tak
Mano 6bin10 B 3TOM coBe, 4TObbI onuncaTb cebs. OHa Hblna YeM-TO BONBLINM... ANA HUX 06OUX.

Ha nuue Nine nossunace ynblbKa.

- Aaa... 7ol gpyr Meppun. A gonkHa 6bna Aoragatbca. Tbl BbIrNAAMLWb KaK KOE-KTO, C KEM MOW
6paT mor bbl OpyxHcume.

- Tebe nopa.

JIne KOPOTKO paccmesnnacb, He cObMpancb yXoauTb.

- Tebs 310 yamenaeT? Tbl }Ke He AyMaellb, YTO Tbl e4MHCTBEHHAA AeBYLUKa, KOTopaa BAobunach
B Hero.

ApuA NoYyBCTBOBANA, KaK €e L0 BCMbIXHY0 OT FHeBa.

- 1 3Hal0, YTO A eANHCTBEHHAA AEeBYLIKA, K KOTOPOM OH YyBCTBYET B3aMMO3aBUCUMOCTb.

J/lns coBepLIEHHO CMOKOMHO NoAoL/Ia K Hel. 3aTem oHa npubamsmnnack eule 6anke, ee rnasa
cBepaunm Aputo. Pybeu, ncues Ha GoHe NOKPaACHEBLLUX LLEK.

- Al ybbto TebA, ecnn Tbl NPUYMHULIL eMy OONb, - CKa3asla OHA CMOKOMHbIM, 6eccTpacTHbIM
ro0com. 3To He 6b110 yrpo30i. 3To H6biNo ans nHbopmaumun. Mocneacrtaeme.

- f Aymana o TOM e HEMHOTMM paHbLLeE.

- Tbl HU4Ye20 He 3Haellb, - cKa3ana JImB. - CKaxku POKOTY, YTO OH A0/KeH yiuTU. HemeanenHo. o
cBaabbbl. OH He MOXKeT 34eCb OCTaBaTbCA.

- Kak Tbl MoXelb BecTn ceba Tak, byato oH goctaBnaeT Tebe Heydobcmea? — BbINAOHYNA
Apua, aymaa 060 Bcex HoYax, KOTopble OHa NPoBena, pasrosapusan ¢ Pokotom o Jlme. Cnywas, Kakas
OHa 3amMeyvaTenbHan. ITa AeBYLIKa 6blna yXKacHa. dromctuyHa. Mpyba. - Ter cbexxkanal Ter 6pocuna erol!
OH vcKan Tebs uenblit roa,.

Jlne maxHyna pykoi, 06Boas KOMHaTy.

- Tbl Aymaelwsb, A Bbibpana 31o? [ymaelwb, A xody 6bITb 3aecb? Mown 6pat npodan meHs! Bain
3abpan Bce, 4TO A x0TeNa. - OHa NoCMOTpena Ha ABepb, YCTaBUBLIMCL HA Hee, CIOBHO peLlas YTo-To, a
3aTem nogowna 6auKe. - Xoyelwb 3HaTb, YeM A 3aHMMANacb BeCb NpPoLWnbii roa? A Kaxoobil 0eHb
paboTana Hag Tem, 4Tobbl 3a6bITb POKOTa. Al 3aKpbiBasia rnasa Ha Kaxkayto YblOKy, Kaxabl nouenym,
Ka*kAylo rnynyto, naeanbHyo Belb, KOTOPYI OH Korga-anbo rosopun, 4tobbl paccmewwmnTb meHs. A
NoxopoHuna ece ato. MHe noHagobuncsa roa, 4Tobbl nepectatb AymaTb 0 HemM. ['oa, 4Tobbl nepecTaTb
CKy4aTb NO Hemy, YTOObI BEepHYTbLCA Cloaa M BCTpeTuTbea ¢ Cobonem.

- PoKoT paspyLwaeT Bce 370, HaX0A4ACb 34€eCb, - NpoaoKmna Jlms. - A HefOCTaTOYHO cunbHa. Kak
A mory 3abbITb ero, Korga oH NpPAMo nepeno MHon? Kak A mory BbliTK 3aMy»K 3a Cobons, ecnm Bee, 0
KoM A aymato, ato Pokom?
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lnasa /IuB HaNOAHMAUCL CNe3aMM, OHA NPEPLIBUCTO 3a4blWwana. Apma He XxoTena Co4yBCTBOBATL
el. He Torga, Korga e 66110 Tak 601bHO 33 POKoTa.

- OH 34ecb, 4Tobbl BepHYTb Teba J/Ine. [lonKeH 6bITb cnocob BepHyTbCA B MNOTOK.

- BepHyTbcAa? - cnpocnna J/InB ¢ TOHKMM CMELLKOM. - [leppn He MOXKeT BEPHYTb NpuaaHoe. U a
6onble He mory oT 3Toro yberatb. fl 3Hat0, KaKOBO Tam. 3Hato, 4To MOTOKY HyKHa nomoub, n Cobonb
MoXKeT nomoyb. OH byaeT nomoraTtb, ecin Mbl rnoxceHUMcA. Kak s mory yiutu ot atoro? Kak a mory
YMTW, €CNIN 3TO O03HAYAET, YTO MOA CEMbA MOKET yMmepems C ronogy?

Apuns nokayana ronosoi. OHa He 3Hana. OHa B340XHYNA U Cena Ha KPoBaTb, KOrAa BHe3anHas
BOJIHA YCTANOCTU 3ax/secTHyNa ee. B maneHbKOe OKOLWKO BOpBaaca dpup, 3aCTaBMB KOMHATY MATKO
MepLaTb ronybbiM CBETOM.

Mpobnema J/Ine 6blna HENPUATHO 3HAKOMOW. Apus Bblna Tak cocpenoToYeHa Ha Noucke AcHoro
He6a ana Necca n Ha Bo3BpaweHuM Korta, 4yto He no3sonsana cebe AymaTb 0 TOM, YTO npousonget
nomom. CMOXKeT In OHa Korga-Hubyab 6biTb BMmecTe ¢ Meppu? MNoTok oTeepr ee, a lpesa aarke He
6blna BapraHToM. Bece 1 BcA Bbinv NPOTUB HUX.

ApuAa oTorHana aTm mbiciv. becnokomcTso HMYeMy He nomoxkeT. OHa NnocmoTpena Ha Jlus.

- A KaK e Cobonb? - OHa noTepna 3ansAcTbe, YyBCTBYA 3XO €ro XBaTKM.

Jlne noxkana nneyamu.

- OH He y)acCeH... 3Halo... 3TO He Ny4YWnin cnocod AymaTb O My)KUYMHE, 3@ KOTOPOrO A BbIXOXY
3aMy3K, HO 3TO ly4lle, YeM A HageAanacb. A Aymana, YTo BOSHEHABUKY €ro, HO 3TO He Tak.

OHa npuKycKna HUXKHo ryby, KonebnAacb, CNOBHO pelan, CKasaTb /i Y4TO-HMbyAb ewwe. MoTom
OHa NoAOLW/a K KpOBaTW M cena paaom ¢ Apuen.

- Korga s npuexana ciofa 3Toil BECHOW, OH cobupasnca meHa oTnycTuTb. OH cKkasan, YTo A mory
yexaTb, Korga 3axo4y, HO pas YK A HaKOHEeL-TO Npuexana, Mbl MOXKeM NO3HaKOMUTbCA nobanke. A He
4yyBCTBOBana cebs B N0OBYLIKE NOC/Ae ero c/10B. 9TO MOMOI/I0 MHE MeHbLLUE YyBCTBOBATb Ccebs Bellblo,
KOTOpPYIO Nepenasanu.

Apua nogymana, He HapoyHo nm Cobonb 3TO ckazan. YyscTByrolwme HbIIM U3BECTHLI TEM, YTO
MaHUNyAnpoBanu ntoapbmu. Ho passe /1B He f0NKHa Obina 3TO BUAETDL?

- Al He 3anCKKBaAIO Nepeq HUM, - NpoaoMKana Jlme, - U emy 3TO HpasuTca. [lymato, OH BUAUT BO
MHe Bbi30B. - OHa Tepebuna 3eneHbli NOAC Ha Tanuu. - M ero BaeyYeT KO MHe. 3anax, KOTOPbIA OH
M34aeT, KOraa A BXOXY B KOMHATY... 3TO HE TO, YTO MOXKHO Nogaenathb.

ApuAa ycTaBmaacb Ha ABEpPb, NPUCAYLWINBAACL K YAANAIOLWMMCA LIaram.

- Tbl 4YBCTBYELUb TO K& CAMOe K HEMY? - CNPOCK/Ia OHA, KOrA4a CHOBA CTa/io TUXO.

- Het... He TO e camoe. - JIMB 3aBfA3ana KOHLbl CBOEro NoAca B C/AOXHbIA Yy3e/, Kak en
Kasanocb. - Korga oH uyenyet meHs, A HEPBHUYAKD, HO AYyMAl0, 3TO NOTOMY, YTO 3TO OLWLyLLAEeTCA No-
apyromy. - OHa BCTpeTunach B3rnagom ¢ Apuei. - i HUKoraa HUKOro He uenoBasna, Kpome PoKoTa, u
aTo...

OHa 3aKpblaa rnasa M NOMopLLMNach.

— 370 TO, Yero A He mory mmetb. A He MOry cMgeTb 34eCb M BCNOMMHATb, KAaKOBO 3TO...
uenoBaTb POKOTa, KOraa Yepes HECKO/IbKO AHENM A BbIXOXKY 3aMyK 3a gpyroro. OH go/mKeH yiutu. MHe
TaK TAXKENO, U A HE MOTy BMAETb, Kak emy 60nbHO. - OHa nokayana ronoBoit. - HeHaBMKy, UTO OH
3acTaB/IAeT MeHA YyBCTBOBATb ceba cnaboil.

ApuA OTKMHYNACb Ha KenesHoe M3ronoBbe KpoBaTWM, BCNOMWHAA lleppu B MX NoOcCAeaHIO0
COBMECTHYIO HOYb, M3PAHEHHOrO U U3MY4YEHHOro Nocne Apaku, KoTopaa npomsoLlna us-3a Hee. Ha
cnepyowmin aeHb, OH NOTEPAa YacTb CBoero KnaHa. OHa He 4yBCTBOBana ceba cnabon us-3a Hero.
OHa 4yyBcTBOBa/sla cebAa CAULWKOM CUNbHOM, CIOBHO KaxKabl ee BbIBOp MOr NpUYMHUTL emy 60/b, a
9TOro OHa X0TenNa MeHbLUe BCero.

- PokoT bygeT aAguraTtbcs Aanblue, - TUXO ckasana Jlue. Ee rnasa cmaruymnamcb, n Apma 3Hana, 4To
OHa cymTana ee. - OH 3abyaeT 060 MHe.

- Tbl HE MOXKeLlb NO-HACToALLEMY BEPUTDL B 3TO.
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JInB npuKycuna HUKHIO ryoy.

- HeT, - cKa3ana oHa. - He Bepto.

- Tbl CKaXkelb emy npasay? POKOT A0MKEH 3HATb, UTO Tbl AeNaewb. EMy HyXXHO 3HaTb No4yemy.

- Qymaelwb, 3T0 NOMOXKeT?

- HeT. Ho Tbl B gonry nepeg, HUM.

Jlne nocmoTpena Ha Hee.

- Xopowo. A noroBopto ¢ HUM 3aBTpa. - OHa 3abpanacb Ha KPoBaTb NOBbIWE, HATAHYB OAEANO
Ha Horu. 3ByKn Bypu nNpocaymBannCb B KOMHATY, U XO/IOAHbIN CKBO3HAK MPOHMKan M3-nos ABepwu
cnanbHU. - Kak mon 6paT Ha caMoMm Aesie NOXKUBaeT?

CoBcem HegaBHO OHa yrpoxkana Apun. Tenepb oHa b6blna pagom u paccnabunack. MoTtepsnack B
CBOWX Mblcnsx. fopa4as u xono0Has, nogymana Apusa. OHa 3agaBasiacb BONpocom, 6bi10 M YTO-TO
cpenHee B Jlns.

ApuAa HaTAHyna Ha ceba omeAano ¢ ApPyron CTOPOHbl. B mocnegHwuit pas, Koraa OHa Buaena
Meppwn, oH 6bIN B CMHAKAxX U 6blan BpoLLeH CToNbKUMU Ntoabmu. M3-3a Hee. OHa HeHaBuaena cebn 3a
TO, YTO NPUYMHUAG emy BONb.

- Henerko.

- TaK MHOTO HY)KHO caenaTtb. Tak MHOrO O YeM HY*KHO No3aboTuTbCA, - ckasana Jius. - JonKHO
6bITb, OH COLEeN C yMa, CKyyasa no KorTio.

- [la, HO mbl BepHeMm KorTs, - cKa3ana Apua, Npexxae Yem CMOri1a OCTaHOBUTb cebs.

Jlns Haxmypuiack, ee 3es1eHble rnasa 6ay>ganun no anuy Apuu.

- OTKyga ToI?

Apua konebanacb. Y Hee 6bin0 4YyBCTBO, YTO ee OTBET ONpeAenuT MX OTHOLIEHMA C 3TOro
MmomeHTa. CTOUT In pUCKOBATb M roBopuTb JIne npasay? OHa xoTena JoBepua Mexay HUMU, U 34eCb,
NMo3Z4HO HOYbIO, B TULLUMHE CBOEM KOMHATbl, OHa MPOCTO XoTesa ObiTb coboi. OHa B3AOXHYNA U
oTBeTuna.

- Ans Ipesbl.

Jlne moprHyna.

- Tol lMoceneHka?

- [a... Hy HanonoBuMHY NoceneHKa.

Jlns ynblbHyNacb, 1 N3 Hee BbIPBaNCA CMELLIOK.

- Kak mak cnyunnocb?

Apus noBepHynacb Ha 60K 1 NON0XKMKAA rONOBY Ha PYKY, Kak 1 JIne. MoToM OHa pacckalana, Kak
oceHblo ee Bblbpocunm u3 Moayna n oHa Bctpetuna Meppu. OHa pacckasana Jins o060 Bcem, 4TO
cnyyunoch B [1OTOKe, M 0 TOM, KaK et HeobxoamMmo HanTn AcHoe Hebo, uTobbl BepHyTb Korta. Korga
Apus 3aKoHYMANa, /I monYana, u Bu3r adupHbIX TPy 3aTux. Kpali Buaen camyto cTpaluHyo bypio.

- A cnblwana, Kak Cobonb HECKONBKO pa3 ynomuHan o AcHom Hebe, - ckasana J/lMB, NPUKpPbLIB
rnasa. Ee Hayan ogonesatb COH. - OH 3HaeT, rge oHo. Mbl y3Haem 1 sepHem KorTa.

Mbi. Takoe ManeHbKoe C/I0BO, HO OHO Ka3a/loCb OrpomHbIM. ApuA MO4YYyBCTBOBANA
3a3eMIAOWMIN, ycnoKansatowmin TpeneT. JIMB NOMOMXKeET.

Jlue ponro cmoTtpena Ha Hee.

— 3HauuT, Tebe Bce paBHO, YTO cayuynnocb B MNoToke? Yto Teba oTpaBuaun? Tbl BEPHELLbCS K
moemy bpaTty?

ApunAa KMBHyNa.

- MHe He BCe paBHO, HO A He MOry NPeACTaBUTb, YTO HEe BEPHYCb K Hemy. - B rosiose Bcnablan
CTUXW, XOPOLLO COXPaHMBLUMECA B MAaMATU NeBULbI. - JTI060Bb — 3TO MATEXKHAA NTULLA, KOTOPYH HUKTO
HEe MOXKeT NPUPYUUTb, - CKasasia oHa. — ITO M3 onepbl No4, HazBaHMem «KapmeH».

Jlve npuwypunacs.

— 370 Tbl NTULA, UK MOM bpaT?

Apua ynbibHyNaco.
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- A Aymaro, 4To NTULA — 3TO CBA3b MEXKAY HaMU... A caenato ANAa Hero BCe, - CKa3ana oHa U
NMoHANa, YTO BCe AENCTBUTE/IBHO TaK NPOCTO.

B3rnag Jiue ctan oTCTpaHEHHbIM.

- Xopowo CKasaHo, - NpoM3Hecna oHa nocne Aoaroro monyaHua. OHa 3eBHyna. - A byay cnaTb
3pechb. MpocTtn, ecnm byay xpaneTb.

- KoHeuHo, noyemy 6bl Tebe He ocTaTbcA? MecTa XBaTUT, €CIM HUKTO U3 HAC He NOLLEeBeIUTCA.

- He npobnema. A Bce paBHO He MOry ABUraTbCA. ITO NAATbE... KAK HOCUTDb XKIyT.

- Tbl HENpPaBUNbLHO 3aBA3ana NoAc. A yXKe Hocuna Takoe naatbe B Mupax. l mory nokasatb Tebe
KaK 3TO caenatb.

- HeT HeobxogumocTu. 3To gypauKoe nnaTtbe

Apua paccmennacs.

- OHO He dypaykKoe. Tbl BbIrnAANWb NoTpsacatowe. Kak ApuHa.

— BoT KaK? - J/luB cHOBa 3eBHy/a M 3aKpblaa rnasa. - [lymana, PoOKoTy noHpaBuTca. Xopouo.
MoKar*kKn MHe 3aBTpa, KaK NoABA3aTb 3TO AypaLKoe naaTtbe.

BcKope, Kak u obelana, J/iue 3axpanena. 1o 6bl/10 HE TPOMKO. MsArkoe myp/iblKaHbe, KOTOpPOEe
nepensieTascb CO CBUCTOM BeTpa, ybatokano Apuio.
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I'nasa 27. IEPETPHUH

- Y10 OHa Tam genaeT? - cnpocun Meppw.

OH OCTaHOBM/ICA Ha NMOMIAHE M NOCMOTPEN Ha Kpbllwy cBoero goma. Bonocbl Knppbl 6pocnnnch
eMy B r1a3a, Kak KpacHbIi dnar, BeroLmnii Ha BeTpy. [1o Hero A4oHecca CTyK MOIOTKOB.

OH nposen yTpo B newepe ¢ MappoHom, 064ymbiBas BapuaHTbl 6aaroycTporcTBa OTBECHOIo
CKNOHA, KoTopbI Ben K byxte. Ecam 6bl UM yaanocb NPOIOKUTb TPOMMUHKY, OHU MOTAKN Bbl CycKaTb
MO CKAOHY Tenern c nowaapbmu. 3To 6bI10 6bl HAMHOrO Nyyle, YemM CTyrneHbKWU, NO3TOMY CTOM/IO
nonpo6oBaTb, HO TOr4a MM NOHAA06ATCA AONONHUTENBHbIE CUAbI.

- Tl HMYero o6 3TomM He 3Haelwb? - cnpocun Pud, ctoa pagom ¢ HUM.

- HeT. He B Kypce. - MNeppun noagHANCA NO NeCTHULE Ha Kpbiwy. Kuppa cToana B AtOXKUHE LIAros,
Habnogan, Kak gBoe ee ntogen, Jlec n HaBOpOHOK, BCKPbIBAlOT Yyepenuuy Ha Kpbiwe. Mo mepe
npuéaunxKeHua rues MNeppun poc ¢ KaxkgbiMm warom. OH YyBCTBOBaN cebs 6onee 3alnLLEHHBIM B 3STOM
NPOCTPAHCTBE, YeM B cBOeM AoMe. ITo bbln e20 HacecT.

Kuppa nosepHynachk K Hemy, ynbibanacb. OHa ynepna pyku B 60Ka U CKNOHMAA Fo10BY HAbOK.

- Jobpoe yTpo, - cKazana oHa. - MpoLwnoit HoYblo A yBMAENA Wenb B NOTO/Ke. A nogymana, mMbl
MOXKem no3aboTnTbca 06 sTom.

OHa roBopwuaa rpomMye, Yem Hy*KHO, NO3BOJIAS CBOEMY F0/I0CY pasHOCUTCA No okpyre. Ee noan
OrNIAHYNINCL, oueHMBas ero. OHW COPBa/IN YacTb KaMeHHOW 4Yepenuubl, OOHaXKMB AOCKU Mog HEN.
Meppu 3Han, 4To AtoXMHA ChablWalMX Ha NONsAHE TOXKe ycnblwana ee. He 6blno 3aragkon, 4To
nogymaeT KnaH. Bce 3Hanu, 4To 3Ta WeNb HAXOANTCA HAZ ero cnajabHen.

OH rnyboko B34OXHYAN, noaasnsaa rHeB. OHa MeHANA TO, YTO He HY)KHO 6bl10 MeHATb. OH
Habnwopan 3a dpMpom 4epes 3Ty LESb CTOMbKO, CKOJIbKO cebsi MOMHW/, HO ceryac He mor
OoCTaHoBUTb paboty. LLlenb WMPUHON B HECKONLKO AOMMOB NMpeBpaTtMaacb B Ablpy bonble ¢yTa B
nonepeynHe, obHaxKMB BHYTpPeHHUEe Bankn. Yepes Hee OH MOr BUAETb OAEA/1a Ha YepaaKe BHU3Y.

- MepgBeab paccKkasan MHe O HEKOTOPbIX APYrMx Bewax, O KOTOPbIX Mbl MOrAuM Obl
no3aboTUTbCsA, NOKA Mbl 34eCb, - CKasana Kuppa.

- Mporynaiica co mHo, Knuppa, - nonpocun oH.

- C yAoBO/bCTBUEM. - 3BYK €€ CNaJKOro, Kak HeKTap rosoca AencTBOBas eMy Ha HepBbl.

Meppwn yyBcTBOBan Ha cebe B3rnaapl Ntogel, NOKa OHWU CNYyCKAaZNMCb MO NIeCTHULE M BMecTe
nepeceknu nonaHy. OH HanpaBWACA NO Tpone, BeAyLlen K raBaHu, 3HaA, YTO TamM HUKOro He bByper.
Bbl/10 eLe CANWKOM paHO A5 BO3BpaLLEeHUA pblbaKoB.

- l noaymana, 4YTo Mbl MOXKeM ObITb NOME3HbI, - CKa3ana Knuppa, Korga oHM OCTaHOBUMUCD.

Ero nopasuno, 4To oHa 3aroBopuia NepBo.

- Ecnam xouewb nomoub, obpalianca Ko MHe, a He K Meagseato.

- fl nbiTanacb, HO He cmorna Teba HalTU. - OHa nogHAna 6PoBb. — 3HAYUT /IN 3TO, YTO Thbl
Xoyellb, YTOObl Mbl OCTa/INCL?

Meppn o0b6aymbiBan 3TO BCe YyTpO, CAywasa, Kak MappoH onucbiBaeT paboTty, KOTopyto
HeobxogmMmo caenatb B newepe. OH He BMAEN NPUYUH OTBOPAYMBATLCA OT MOMOLLM TPYNMbI
340poBbIx Atogen. Ecnv oH 6bin npaB HacyeT Idupa, To Bpemsa yxKe 6bl10 4aHO MM B3aMbl.

- [a, - ckaszan oH. - A xo4y, 4TobbI Bbl OCTANIUCD.

lnasa Knppbl paclumpuamcb oT yaMBAEHUA, HO OHa BbICTPO NpuLwna B cebs.

- fl oxunpaana, 4To Thl Byaewb 60POTLCA CO MHON elle HEKOoTopoe Bpems. Boobuie-To, A bbl He
BO3parkana.

Ee cnoBa 6blIM KOKETNMBLIMU, HO €€ HAaCTpoeHMe BblIo TPYAHO NOHATb, CTPAaHHaA CMeCb Tenna
n xonoga. FopbKo U cnagko.

OHa 3acmesnacb, 3anpasnssa BblIOUBLUYHOCA NPALb BOOC 33 YXO.

- Tl 3acTaBNselWb MeHA HEPBHUYATb, F1AAA HAa MEHA 3TUMM FNa3aMu.

- OHM Y MEeHA eANHCTBEHHbIE.
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- fl He Umena B BMUAY, YTO OHWU MHEe He HpPaBATCA.

- fl 3Hato, YTO Tbl MMena B BUAY.

OHa nepemecTtuia CBOM BEC, ee apoMaT corpesann.

- XopoLwo, - CKa3ana OHa, NepeBoan B3rNAL C ero rpyam Ha Lenb Ha Lwee.

Ee BneyeHune K Hemy 6bl10 peasibHbIM... 3TOTO Heb3A BblN0 CKPbITb, HO OH HE MOT M36aBUTbCA
OT OLLYLLLEHWA, YTO OHA NbITAETCA 3aMaHWUTb €ro B JIOBYLLKY.

- TaK rae Tbl Xo4elb, YTo6bl Mbl paboTann? - cnpocuaa oHa.

- 3aKOHYUTE Kpblwy. 3aBTPA A NOKaxKy Bam neluepy. - OH NoBepHyCcA, 4TOObI YITH.

OHa KOCHY/1acb ero pyku, yaepKunsasa Ha mecte. AgpeHasnH NyabCUpoBan B ero Tesne.

- Neppwu, byaeT nerye, ecn Mol Hailgem cnocob NonaauTb.

- Mbl nonagmnm, - ckasan oOH U NOLLEeN NPoYb.

3a y»KMHOM rpynna Knppbl H6bi1a TaKoM e LWYMHOM, KaK U NpoLw/ibiM Be4epom. [1Boe MyKUMH,
KOTOpble MOYMHUAK Ablpy B Kpbiwe [Meppu, HaBopoHOK M Jlec, npuwan ¢ rnyboKoro tora, Kak u
Kuppa. OHM npoaoKanm rpOMKO paccKasblBaTb aHEKAOTbl U UCTOPUM, conepHUYan B butee ymos. K
TOMY BPEMEHMU, KaK YKUH 3akoHuucA, MoTok noabagpusan ux elle 60osblue.

Kuppa npekpacHo BnucbiBanack B lNoTok. MNeppu Habnogan, Kak oHa cmeetca ¢ FpuHOM u
MpyTMkom, a notom c bpyk. OHa gaxke pasroBapusana co CrapuHoOM Yunnom, 3acTaBnsas ero
NnoKpacHeTb nog, 6enoit bopoaon.

Meppun He yauBuaca TOMy, Kak 6bICTpPo OHa noayymna ogobperne MNotoka. OH NOHUMaN, Kakoe
obneryeHme oHM UCNbITbIBA/IN, KOrAa OHA Bbina 34ech, U xoTen 6bl YyBCTBOBATL TO XKe CamMoe, HO BCE,
4YTO OHA rOBOPWANA M Aenana, 3acTaBAANO ero YyBCTBOBATb CeH6A MULLIEHBIO.

Megngegb nogowen, Korga KyxHA MOYTM onyctena, cen Hanpotus lleppu M 3an0mMua CBOM
OFPOMHbIE PYKMW.

- Mbl moxkem norosopuTb, MeperpuH?

Meppwn BbINPAMKUACSA, YCAbiWwas 0dULMabHbBIN TOH B €ro rosoce.

- KoHeyHo. B yem geno?

Megagegb B340XHYN M cnien nNajblbl BMECTE.

- HeKoTopble M3 Hac nNoobwanucb, U Mbl HE XOTUM MATU B nNewepy. Ceityac gna aToro Het
NpPUYKH. Y Hac ecTb efa.. [OCTAaTOMHO, YTOObl CHOBAa BCTaTb Ha HOMM... U Aan Kuppbl, 4TOObI
3aWMTMTb HAC. ITO BCE, YTO HAM HYXKHO.

Y MNeppwn ckpyTnno *uneot. Megseab 1 paHblle COMHEBA/ICA B NPaBUIbLHOCTU €ro pelleHnin, Ho
ceityac Bce 6b110 NO-Apyromy. 370 66110 NOX0XKe Ha HeuTo 6osbliee. OH NPOYNCTUA FOPAO.

- Al He cobuparocb MeHATb CBOM NnaH. A NoknAncs AenaTb TO, YTO NPaBUAbHO ANA KnaHa. Bot
yTO A Aenato.

- fl noHMmalo, - ckasan Megsegp. - A He xouy natT NnpoTns Teba. HMKTO M3 Hac. - OH BCTan, ero
ryctble 6poBuM coWwNMCb Ha NepeHocuue. - Mpoctn meHsa, Meppu. A xoten, 4TobbI Tbl 3HA.

Mo3xe y ceba goma, Meppu cugen 3a crtonom ¢ MappoHom u Pudom, noka octanbHan
LWecTépka urpana B Koctn. OHM BblAN B NPUNOAHATOM HAaCTPOEHUM MOC/AEe 04epPeaHON HOUYM MY3bIKU U
pa3BaeyvyeHuni, ux ronog 6oin yToneH BTOpPoi AeHb Noapaa,.

Meppu pacceaHHO cnywan, Kak OHW NepeLlyyYMBaanchb, Nepenasan Apyr Apyry 6yTbinKy bnecka.
Pasrosop ¢ Meagezem Bbi3Ban y Hero 6ecnokonctBo. Kak 6bl He 6b110 601bHO Nocse yxoaa YunaHa,
byneT ele xyxxe Habnogatb, Kak Measeab NOBOpayunBaeTca NPoTUB Hero. Emy Hpasunca Mepgseab.
OH yBakan ero. [lopasgo TpyaHee 6bl10 NOABECTU TEX, O KOM OH 3aboTuAcs.

Meppn nonpasun uenb Ha wee. BHe3anHO NpepaHHOCTb NOKas3anacb emMy TaKoM XPYMKowM
Bewbto. OH HUKOrAa He Ayman, YTo eMmy NpuaeTca 3apabaTtbiBaTb ee M30 AHA B AeHb. XOTA OH He
npocTun ceoero 6paTa 3a To, YTO TOT caenan, Neppu Havyan NOHUMaTb AaB/EHME, KOTOPOE BbIHYAMNO
Baitna npogatb Korta u Knapy. OH no)KepTBOBA/N HECKOIbKMMK pagu Gnara uenoro KnaHa. MNeppwu
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nonbiTancAa npeactaBuTb cebe, Kak OH npogaeT Mey [loceneHuam B MOUCKax pelleHMAa CBOMX
npo6nem. OT 04HOM 3TON MbICAN €ro 3aTOLHWUAO.

- ONATb 3MenHble rnasa. YepToBbl KOCTH, - CKasan OTweneHey, OH NOAHAN CTaKaHYMK, NOKA3aB
BbiNasLmMe GULLKKU Ha CToNe.

Xang, yXMmblnbHYACA.

- OT, A He AyMa, YTO MOXKHO ObITb TAKMM HEBE3YUYMM, KaK Tbl.

- EMy TaK He Be3eT, YTO OH MOYTU cYacmus, - ckasan MpuH. - Noxoxke, 4TO OH UMeeT 06paTHYO
yAady.

- K Tomy ke oH xopolu coboit, - ckasan Xana,

-  cobupatocb HaHecTn Tebe 06paTHbIM yaap, - ckasan OT 6pary.

— 370 byaeT UMeTb 3a4HUI X04, YyBaK. YTO 3HAYMT, 4TO Tbl COOMpaeLlbca yaapuTb cebs.

Pagom c [MMeppu MappoH mArko ynbibanca, genasa nomeTkn B rpoccbyxe Bainna. OH
NPOEKTUPOBAN NOPTATUBHbIE Meyn, KoTopble obecneunnun bbl newepy Teniom u ceeTom. 310 bbina
BCEro /INlWb OfHA U3 TeX Beler, KoTopble Npou3senu Ha [Meppu BneyaTneHme.

Pud c TAXKeNbIM B3rnaaom OTKMHYNACA HA CMUHKY CTyna, CKPECTUB PYKM Ha rpyau. He obpawas
BHMMaHUA Ha urpy, Neppun nepeckasan emy cnosa Meageas.

Pud noyecan 3aTblIOK, OTKMALIBAA KOCbI.

— 370 n3-3a Knppeol, - ckazan oH. - OHa Bce 34ecCb U3mMeHuna.

He Tonbko m3-3a Kuppbl, nogyman Meppun. Ewe n m3-3a /lue - Bbinas 3amyx 3a Cobosn, oHa
Aana MoToKy waHc. MHTepecHo, 3Hana M OHA, KaK CUAbHO MM 3TO BbIN0 HY*KHO? OH NOYyBCTBOBAN
ocTpyto 605b B rpyam, CKyydaa no cectpe. bnarogaps ee. MNpocs npoleHre 3a Ty }KepTBy, KOTOPYIO e
NPULWNOCL NPUHECTU. Tenepb y JInB bbina HoBas XuM3Hb. HoBbi aom. Korga oH yBnguT ee cHosa? OH
BbIOPOCKA 3TN MbICIN U3 TONOBbI.

— 3HauuT, Tbl cornaceH ¢ Meggeaem? - cnpocun oH Puda. - lymaewb, Ham yylue ocTaTbCA
3aecb?

- Al cornaceH c Meageaem, Ho cieayto 3a TO60M. - Pud KMBHY Ha OCTa/IbHbIX 3@ CTONOM. - Kak m
BCE Mbl.

Y Meppu cBeno XMBOT. Y Hero bblia Ux nogneprkka, Ho oHa bblna oCcHoBaHa Ha BepHocTy. Mo
obelaHmno, KOTOPOE OHWM Aanu eMy HECKONIbKO MecALEB Ha3afd Ha KosieHax. OHM cneno cnegoBanu
33 HUM, He BMAA HUKAKON MYZPOCTU B €0 MbIC/IAX, M 3TO TOXKE Ka3a/ioCb HEMPABU/bHbIM.

- fl cornaceH c T0601M4, - TMXO cKa3an MappoH. - Yero 6bl 3TO HM cTOUNO.

Meppu 6narogapHO KMBHYA. B TOT MOMEHT 3TO CTOMI0 MHOTOrO.

- ATbl, Mep? - cnpocnn OTweneHel,. - Tbl BCe eLLe AyMaeLlb, YTO Mbl A0XKHbI NepeexaTtb?

- [a, - otBeTUA lNeppwn, NONOKMB PYKM Ha cToA. - Kuppa npmusesna egqy n 60MLOB, HO OHA He
octaHoBuna dpup. U mbl JONKHbI BbiTb roTOBbl. HAaCKONbKO A 3HAlD, OHa MOXKEeT cobpaTb BELM U
yexaTb 3aBTpa.

OH TYT e no)Kanen o cBoux cnosax. Mrpa B KOCTU npeKpaTunacb, M B rpynne BOLLApWUIOCh
HenoBKoe mon4yaHme. OH Ka3anca napaHOMKOM, Kak 6yato ayman, 4to Bce cberyr.

OH noyyscTBOBaN 0bneryeHme, Korga Yronek noaan rosioc ¢ Yepaaka, HapyLwmBs TULLNHY.

- Kuppa MHe ToXKe He HpaBuTca.

- MoTomy 4TO OHa 3anaTtana Kpbiwy?

YrosieK BbIFIAHYN Yepes Kpa, NpuaepKMBan Wanky, 4Tobbl Ta He ynana.

- HeT. He 3Hato noyemy.

Meppn nogo3pesan novyemy. Yronek 3Han, 4To YyBCTBYIOLME MOTYT ydyATb 3anax d¢upa Ha
Hem. Ho Tenepb, Korga ero *a/so NocTOAHHO BUTANo B BO3A4yXe, eMy He3ayem Obl1o 6ecnoKonTbes 0
Kuppe.

MpyTWK 3aKaTuA rnasa n Nnobpsikan KOCTAMM B CTaKaHe.

- Manbiw HUKOTro He NtobuT.

[PUH TKHYA €ro IOKTeM.
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- HenpaBaa. Emy HpasutcA MBa... npasaa, Yronek? 3To Tbl Yy HAac TONbKO C AAryWKamu
LenyewbCs.

Korga AOM HanmoNHWACA 3BYKaMWM LUECTU MYMKUYMH U OAHOTO MasibyMKa, FOrovyLMX BO BCHO
rnoTky, MappoH 3aKpbia rpoccbyx. MNpexae 4em yiTn, OH HaKNOHUACA K Meppu 1 cKasan:

- Jlnpepbl AONXKHbI ACHO BUAETL B TEMHOTE, MeperpuH. Tobl yKe 3T0 Aenaellb.

Yepes yac Meppwu BCTan M3-3a CTONIA U NOTAHYACA. B fome BbIN0 TUXO, HO CHapPYXW NOAHANCA
BeTep. OH ycnbIWwan ero TUXMIA CBUCT M YBUAEA, KaK TNEIOT YIONbKWN B 0Yare, NbiTasCb CHOBA pa3Keyb
OrOHb.

FnApA Ha Yepaak, OH TLWLETHO MCKan IYYnK CBETA, KOTOPbIN Bceraa bbin Tam. Yronek cBecun Hory
yepes Kpal, aeprancb Bo CHe. [Meppun nepewarHyn yepes XengeHa un OTweneHua, OTKPbIA ABEPL B
KOMHaTy Balina u warHyn BHyTpb.

3pecb 66110 NpoxnagHee M TeMHee. MOCKObKY NOA B APYroM KOMHaTe 6bin 3abuT A0 OTKa3a,
He MMeNI0 CMbIC/Ia OCTaB/ATb HEUCMNO/Ib3OBAHHOM 3Ty KOMHATy, HO OH He Mor 3Toro cgenatb. OH
HWKOr4a He MOr BbIHECTM NpebbiBaHWMA B 3TUX CTEHAx. 34ecb ymepnaa ero matb, u Mwuna Toxe.
KomHaTa Bbi3Basia B MaMATM TO/IbKO OZ4HO XOpoLlee BOCMOMUHAHME.

OH ner Ha KpoBaTb, MeA/IEHHO BbIAOXHY/ M YCTAaBMICA Ha AepeBsiHHble 6anKku noTosika. OH
NPUBbLIK BOPOTLCA C HaNpAXKeHWeM 34ecb, HO He ceiryac. Cevac oH No3BoaMA cebe BCMOMHUTb, Kak
Apus ouwyuwanacb B ero ob6bATMAX HE33a[40Nr0 A0 LLepPeMOHMU, ynbibascb, KaK OHa CnpawmBana,
ynyCKaeT /i1 OH YTo-1nbo.

Ero otBeT He 3meHwucA. Npasaa 3aKat0Yanacb B TOM, YTO, KaK Bbl OH HWU CTapasca, OH yrycKan
ee. Bcerpa.
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I'nasa 28. APUA

JIns npoBena pyKamu Mo LesKy LiBeTa C/IOHOBOM KOCTU CBOEero ceaaebHoro naatbs.

- Yto aymaewsb? - cnpocuna oHa. Ee Bosockl cnagany cnyTaHHbIMM 3010TbIMM BOJIHAMM Ha
naeyn, a rnasa onyxam nocne cHa. - Xopouwee?

OHKM 6blnn B BoNbWOM KOMHaTe JIMB ¢ 6aNKOHOM, Kak BO BYepallHeW CTO/I0BOW, BCEro B
HECKO/MIbKUX ABepAX MO TOMY e Kopuaopy OT KOMHaTbl Apuu. B orpoMHOM KaMeHHOM ou4are
NOTPECKMBA/ OrOHb, a AePEBSAHHbIE NO0BULbI BbIIN NOKPbITbI TONCTBIMU MEXOBbIMM KOBPAMMU.

ApuAa cngena Ha WKWKapHOM KpoBaTW, HabntoAan, Kak AOPOAHaA KEHLMHA NogKaabiBaia Nnogon
nnatbsa JiIne. OHa He BbiCNanacb M xoTena, YTobbl OHWM C JIUB 3aCHYAM 34eCb, @ HE Ha ee KpoBaTw.
CBEXUIN YTPEHHMI BETEPOK AyN CHAPYXKM, HECA 3anax AbiMa -HANOMWHAHWUSA O BYepalLHel bype.

- Fopa3go nydwe, yem xopolee, - oTBeTMna ApwuaA. [pocTble ANMHMKM NNATbA [OMNONHANN
BbICOKYIO, TouyeHyto ¢urypy J/IuB M nogvyepkuBannm ee ecTecTBeHHyl KpacoTy. OHa Bbirnagena
notpAcatowe. M HepBHo. C Tex NOp Kak OHAa Hagena nnaTbe nonvaca Hasaa, /IMB He nepecTasana
6apabaHUTb NanbLaMM NO HOTAM.

- CTol cMMpHO, a TO 5 yKoAto TebA. - LLiBea roBopuaa c 3axkaTbiMM MexKay rybamu 6ynaskamu,
rofloc ee 3By4asn r/yxo M pa3aparkeHHo.

— I7T0 He TakaA y»K 6onbluas yrpo3a, PeHa. Tbl YKO/10/1a MEHA Y}Ke AeCATb pas.

- MoTomy 4TO Tbl N3BMBaAELLbLCSA, KaK pbiba. CTol crnoKoliHo!

Jlne 3akaTtuia rnasa.

- Al 6powy Tebs B peKy, Kak TOJIbKO Tbl 3aKOHYULLIb.

PeHa ¢bipKHYna.

- A mory 6pocutb Teba Tyaa 3a40/ro 40 3TOro, Aoporas.

JIns WwyTnNa, HO C KaxKaoW ceKyHaon bneaHena sce 6onblue. Apus He morna BUHUTL ee. Yepes
ABa OHA OHA BbIXOAMT 3aMy3K, HaBCeraa CTaHeT NpmMBA3aHa K ToMy, Koro He ntobut. K Cobonto.

Apua nocmoTpena Ha ABepb, €e KMBOT KPyTUAO OT HGecnokoihcTBa. POKOT A0 cux Mop He
NOABUJICA C TEX NOP, KaK YLIEeN C yXKMHa BYEpa Be4epoM.

3BYK r0/I0COB B 3a/ie TPOXOTan CKBO3b rycton nec. OHa u3y4vana CBOW MyTb MO U3BMUIUCTbIM
Kopuaopam. KomHata Cobona 6bina pagom. Tenepb, KOrga OH 3HaN, YTO OHA OXOTUTCA 3a FACHbIM
Hebom, ein b6ynetr TpyaHee, yem Koraa-nvbo, BbIpBaTbCA HA MNOMCKUM WHPOPMALIMM, HO OHa
NonbITaeTcA paHO M NO34HO.

- Y70 Tbl TAamM roBOopuNa BYEpPa BEYEPOM O MATENKHOM NTUUE? - BHE3anHO cnpocuna Jiue. - A ¢
To6oM cornacHa.

Apua yaneumnaco.

- PeanbHo?

Jlns KnBHyNa.

- fl He mory nNpupy4YnTh ee... lymaelwsb, s ono3gana’?

Cnvwkom nosgHo roBoputb POKOTY, YTO OHa No6UT ero? Apusa 4YyTb He paccmesnacb OT
NMONHENLEro c4acTbA.

- HeT. He aymato, 4to Tbl KOrga-HMbyap onosaaellb. - B TeyeHne cnegyowmx OecsaTm MUHYT,
KOrJa LiBen 3aKOHYMIa, OHa HEPBHMYANA TaKKe, Kak 1 JInB, U30 BCEX CUN CTAPaAchb cAepKaTb Y/bIOKY
Ha rybax. Korga PeHa ywna 1 oHKM, HaKoHeL, OCTa/IMCb OA4HW, OHa CMPbITHY/1a C KpoBaTU M Bpocunach
K JluB. - Tbl yBepeHa?

- Oa. OH - egMHCTBEHHOE, B Yem A Bceraa 6blna yBepeHa. [ToMornm MHe CHATb 3Ty WTYKy. A
[OJ/I}KHA HalTK ero. - Yepes HECKO/IbKO CEKYHA, OHa CMEeHWA NAaTbe Ha NOHOLWEHHbIE KOPUYHEBbIE
OpPIOKM, KOXKaHble 6OTUHKKN K benyio pyballKy ¢ ANMHHBbIMKW pyKaBamu. OHa 3aBA3ana BOOCHI C3a4M U
HaTAHY/1a KOXKaHble HOXHbI C NONY-MEeYOM Yepes neyo.

OHK npoBepunun cnanbHio PokoTa, 3aTem Apuun, obHapyKus, 4To obe nycTbl. J/IMB OCTOPOXKHO
CNPOCKNA HECKO/IbKMX CTPaXKHMKOB 0 PokoTe. HMKTO ero He Buaen.
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- KaK Tbl gymaelwb, rae oH? - cnpocuna Apus, Koraa J/1Iue nosena ee No KOpMAopPam.

s ynbibHyNach.

- Y meHAa ecTb nges.

ApuvAa npucaywanacb K ronocam BOKPYr Hee, KOr4a OHM BbIW/M HA yAULYy WU OTNPaBUIUCHL Ha
3aTeHeHHble ropoackue yanupl. OHa morna cobupaTb MHGOPMALMIO, MOKA OHW UCKaan PoKoTa.

Noan obpawann BHMMaHMe Ha JIMB, MOKA OHWU LW, Y3HABaA ee, KMBAs B 3HAK NPUBETCTBUSA.
MN3-3a BbICOKOrO pocTa ee OblnOo TPyaHO He 3aMeTUTb. Yepes HECKONbKO AHEeW OHa CTaHeT
MOTYLLECTBEHHOW KEHLMHON, angepom, Hapsaay ¢ Cobonem, U OHM BOCXULLANUCL €0 3a 3TO. ApuA
3aymanacb, KakoBO 3TO byaeT. byaeTt M oHa Korga-Hubyab HaxoauTbes pagom c Meppu, cuabHan
cama no cebe M NpUHATaNA TaKOW, KaKas OHa ecTb?

Bce, Kasanocb, rosopuan o ByYepallHen bype. KOXKHble NoAA NPUrPaHNYbA BCE elle Fropenu, u
BCe raganu, uto npeanpumet Cobonb. Apua 3agaBana cebe Te e Bonpocbl. Ecnm ero 3emns ropena,
€C/IM OH CTpagan ot 3dupa, Kak U BCe OCTaJIbHbIE, NOYEMY OH A0 CUX NOP He ywen K AcHomy Heby?
Yero oH xaeT?

- Hackonbko Benunk KnaH Poros? - cnpocuna oHa Jlve, Korga OHM npobupanvcb 4yepes
NnepenosIHeHHbIM PbIHOK.

- ToicAun ntogei B ropoge v eule 6onblie BO BHELWHUX npepenax. Y Hero K ToMy Ke ecTb
KoNIoHUKN. OH 6o/blLe BCEro Ha CBETe I0OUT MMeTb Nyyliee. BoT noyemy oH He nobuTt MoceneHues. -
OHa nocmoTpena Ha Apuio, ee naeuyn NOAHANUCL B HEOO/IbLLUOM U3BMHAKOLWEMCA MOXKaTUK. - OH He
MOMKET KynuUTb cebe HU IeKapCTBa, HU OPYKUE, U eMy 3TO He HpaBuTca. OH Npe3snpaeT BCe, Yero He
MOKET UMETb.

B 3TOM 6bI1/10 60/1bLLIE CMbICNA, YEM B TEOPUM YU/IaHA O MHOTOBEKOBOM Bparkae.

B mo3ry Apumn XKyXKano, Koraa oHa cnegosana 3a Jlme. Kak Cobonb nepesen 6ol BeCb CBOM
MHOTOTbICAYHbIA KNaH K flcHomy Heby? He TonbKo ntogei, HO M MNPOBU3UIO, B KOTOPOM OHM
HY»KOal0TCA, OCTaBasACb AOCTAaTOYHO MPOBOPHbLIMU, YTODOLI M3beXKaTb 3dUpPHbIX Bypb? OHa He moraa
MOHATb, KaK eMy 3TO yAacTcA. BO3MOXKHO, UMEHHO NMO3TOMY OH 4,0 CUX NMOpP 3TOro He caenan.

Jlns ocTaHoOBMAAacCb Nepes KOCon ABepbio ¢ 06yNUBLLENCA KpacHOM Kpackol. LLym pasrosopos
AOHecca Ao ywen Apuu.

- Ecnhn PoKoT rge-T1o u ecTb, TO OH 34€eCb.

Korga oHuM BowAKW BHYTPb, ApuAa ornagena AJIMHHbIE CTO/bl, 3@ KOTOPbIM CUAENN KEHLLUHbI U
MY4MHbl. MenoBo-cnagkuin 3anax baecka Bucen B 3aTxX10M BO34yXe.

- bap. - Apusa nokavana ronoBon, HO AOJIKHA 6blna NPU3HATb, YTO 3TO ObINIO XOpoLlee MecTo
ANA Havana nouckos. B nepBbit pas, Koraa oHa BCTpeTuna PokoTa, OH Aeprkan B pyKe OyTblIKy
Bnecka. C Tex nop oHa BUAEa ero B TakOM COCTOSSHUW MHOTO pas3.

PokoTa TaM He OKa3a/sioCb, HO OHW HawAW ero B YyeTBeptTom 6ape no nytu. OH cugen oguH 3a
CTOJINKOM B TEMHOM Yrny. YBUAEB UX, OH MOMOPLLMJICA U ONYCTUA FO/0BY.

OH Bce elle cyTyauca, Korga nogowna Apus, ero pyku bbim CKaTbl B KyJ1aKu Ha cTone.

OHa cena HanpoTUB Hero.

- Tbl 3aCTaBUN MeHA BOJIHOBATbCA, - CKa3asla OHa, CTapascCb Kas3aTbCA NErKOMbIC/IEHHON. -
HeHaBuKy BONHOBATLCA.

OH NOCMOTpPEeN Ha Hee HaIMTbIMU KPOBbLIO F1a3aMmn U CBEPKHY/ BbICTPOI YCTaNoM ynblOKOIA.

- MpocTu. - 3aTem OH NocmoTpen Ha JInB, KoTopas cefa PAAOM C HUM. - PasBe Tbl He 40/XKHA
BbIXOAMTb 3aMYK?

Nne ¢ Tpyaom caeprkmBana ynblbky. OHa NPOTAHYNA PYKY M MOJIOXKMAA ee NoBepx pyKu PokoTa.
OH B34pOrHY/, OTCTPAHAACH, HO OHa KPenkKo Aep:kana ero.

MpoLw0 HECKONIbKO CEKYHA. POKOT nepeluen oT pasrnagblBaHMA ee PYKU K pa3rnagblBaHULo ee
rnas, ero ML NPEBPATMUIOCh U3 NOTEPAHHOIO B HanaeHHoe. OT pa3buToro K Lesomy.
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ApuAa No4yBCTBOBAa, Kak ee ropao CKanocb, M OHa 6oNblLe He MOr/la CMOTPETb Ha Hero. Yepes
TYCK/IO OCBELLEHHbI 6ap My)KUYMHA C KeNnToBaTOM KOXKeWl BCTPETUN ee B3rns4, ero B3rnag
3aepKanca CANWKOM A0ATO.

- lus, - TXO Npeaynpeanna oHa. 3a HUMM Habaoganu.

Jlne oTaepHyna pyky, Ho POKOT He ABWHYACA ¢ mecTa. Ero rnasa 6nectenn ot cnes. OH 3aTaun
AbixaHue. [epKacb 3a 0cTaTKM camoobnagaHus.

- Tbl 4yTb He ybMNa MeHs, - XPUNA0 NpoLWenTan oH. - fl HeHaBMXKyY Tebs, J/Ine. A TebA HEeHaBUIKY.

3710 6blNa TaKas I0XKb. ITO ObINO TaK AANEKO OT UCTUHDI, KaK TOJIbKO MO0 6bITb. 34ecb, cpean
nogen Cobons, aTo 6bIN0 BCE, YTO OH MOT CKa3aTb.

- 3Hato, - otBEeTUNA JInB.

Mo¥KKnnana *KeHWwmMHa C KUCNbIM NMLLOM, cToABLWaA Yy 6apa, bpocuna B3rnag Ha Apuio. BHesanHo
BCE, Ka3a/1oCb, CMOTPEIN U CAyLIANM.

-Mbl gonXKHbI BbIBpaTbCca OTCHOAa, - MPOLLEnTana oHa.

- JluB, Tbl 80/1}#(HA YXOAUTb, - TUXO CKa3an PokorT. - Mpamo ceiyac. 3To cAMWKom 60NbLION PUCK
ansa 1e6s octatbea. OH MOMMET, YTO Thl YYBCTBYELLb.

Jlne nokayana ronosom.

— ITO HE UMeeT 3HaYeHUs. ITO HMYEro He n3MmeHuT. OH 3Han, KaK TOJIbKO Tbl MOABMUJICA.

ApWsi HAaK/IOHUNACb K HUM.

- Yxoaum, - ckasasia oHa, Koraa cTpa*kHuKkn Cob0o1a BOpBaAnCh BHYTPb.

C Apun 1 POKOTa CHAMM HOXKM W NOTaWMAN 06PATHO MO yAMuam ropoga. YBUAEB, YTO C HUMMU
obpalLatoTca Kak ¢ NaeHHUKamMu, JIMB 3akpuyana u Bnana B APOCTb, €4Ba He BbIXBATUB MOJy-MeY, HO
CTPAXKHUKKN He cMmarynance. «Cobonb NpmKasan», - CKasaim OHU el.

Apua obmeHanacb BCTPEBOMKEHHbIM B3rNA40M C POKOTOM, Korga OHM npubavsmamcbe K
Haasuratowencs kpenoctn Cobons. J/ine ckasana, uto Cobonb 3HaeT NpaBay O ee YyBCTBAX K POKOTY.
OHa He Kasasacb obecnokoeHHon. Ux Bpak 6bin yCTPOEH, OH HMKOrAa He bbin cBA3aH ¢ 1ln60oBbo. Ho
TAXENbIN rpy3 6€CnoKoncTBa NOCeNU/IcA B XKuUBoTe Apun.

Nx nposenn mmmo 60/blIOro 3ana - Tenepb Nyctoro u 6e3mMoNBHOTO — W MO U3BUAUCTbIM
KOpuaopam B CTOJIOBYIO C KONOYEN eXEeBUKOW B LEHTPE U 3aHaBecKamu pxasoro useta. Cobonb
cMaen 3a CTONOM, Pas3roBapuBas C MYXKUYMHOM, KoToporo Apua y3Hana. OH 6bin Becb B rpAsu, C
o4eX bl CBUCANN NOXKN N Be3genywkn. 3ybbl y HEro 6blnu peakme 1 Kpusble.

OH BbIrNAZeN CMYTHO 3HAaKOMbIM, CIOBHO OHa BMAENA €ro BO CHe uau Kowmape. N TyT oHa
BcnomHuna. OHa menbKom BuAaena ero Bo Bpems LepemoHun ctaHoBaeHuA OTmeTUH. OH 6bin
CNNETHUKOM, KOTOPbI Bbl1 Tam B Ty HOYb, KOT4a ee OTPaBUAMN.

OpaHa egMHCTBEHHAA MbIC/b MPOHECAAacCh B €€ ro/1oBe.

ITOT MyXK4YMHa 3Haf, YTO OHa 6bina MoceneHKoN.

Yeuges mnx, Cobonb oToaBuHYn cTyn M BcTan. OH ObICTPO B3rNAHYA Ha JlMB M Ha PokKora,
BblpaXKeHMe ero n1ua 66110 POBHbIM, MOYTK 6E3Pa3INYHBIM, MPEKAE YEM NOBEPHYTLCA K HEN.

- N3BWHU, 4TO ncnoptnn Tebe Becenbe ceroaHs gHem, Apusa, - CKasan oH, NnoaxonA K Hew, - HO
TeHb TONbKO YTO NOAENUNCA HEKOTOPbIMU MHTEpPeCcHbIMKU daKkTamu o Tebe. KaxkeTca, A 6b1n npaBs. Tol
YHUKQ/IbHA.

Ee cepgue yaapunocb o pebpa, Koraa oH ocTaHoBW/CA nepen, Hel. OHa He MoOr/ia OTBECTU
B3rNs4, OT ero NPOH3UTENbHbIX roNybbix rnas. Koraa oH CHOBa 3aroBOpWA, PEe3KU TOH ero rosoca
3acTaBuW ee NoXo/0AETh.

- Tl npuwna croga, 4Tobbl YKpacTb TO, YTO A 3Hato, MoceneHKa?

OHa BMAgena To/NbKO O4MH BO3MOMHbIA BapuaHT. EAMHCTBEHHbIN waHc. OHa gonxKHa bbina 310
NPUHATD.

- HeT, - cka3ana oHa. - fl 3gecb, 4TobObI NpeanoXuTb Tebe caenky.
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I'nrasa 29. [IEPETPHUH

- HeHaBuKy ero, - ckaszana Kuppa.

Meppu, Noka oH NKUA BoAy M3 BypatoKa, cMoTpen, Kak Knppa oTpsaxmMBaeT pyKku OT Necka.

- Tol HeHaguOuUWb NecoK? HMKoraa Takoro He Cablwan.

- Jymaewwb 370 cmelLlHo.

OH nokavan ronosomn.

- HeT. bonblue NoxoXe Ha HEBO3MOMXHOE... KaK HEHAaBUCTb K AepeBbAM.

Kuppa ynbibHynaceb.

- Al paBHOAYLWHA K AepeBbaAM.

Boonb AtOH UX nowagmn Wmnanm MOPCKyIo Tpasy.

OHW nposenn 60/blUy0 YacTb AHA ¢ MappoHoMm, nopyyaa nwogam Kuppbl pasHble 3a4auu.
3atem [leppu nokasan Kuppe csBou ceBepHble rpaHuubl. OH TakXe MOr MCMo/b30BaTh MOMOLLL ee
nofen Ha Baxte. Tenepb OHM OCTAaHOBW/IUCb Ha KOPOTKMM OTAbIX Yy Mobepexkbs, npexae yem
BEPHYTbCA B NoceneHue.

MM HyKHO 6blI0 NOCKOpee BEpPHYTbCA, C CeBepa Haasuranacb bypAa, HO OH XoTen ewe
HECKO/ZIbKO MUHYT He 6biTb KpOBHbIM BOXKAEM.

C Kuppo# 6bln0 nerye HaxoAuTbCA pPAAOM B TO yTpo. N ¢ Tem 6onblwimm obbemom paboTsl,
KOTOPbIA NPeacToano caenatb, U C ee NYHKTUKOM, YTO OHW AOJIKHbl NONAAUTb, OH Pewnn aatb eun
LIAHC.

OHa oTKMHyNacb Hasazd, ONMPAAChb Ha NOKTW.

- Tam, oTKyaa A poaom, ectb o3epa. OHM Tuwe. Yuwe. Ja n nerye uyatb 6e3 Bcen conm B
BO34yxe.

Onsa Hero Bce 6bI10 HaobopoT. EMy HpaBWMAOCb, KaK 3amaxy pPasHOCATCA MO BAAKHOMY
OKeaHCKomy BO3A4yxy. Ho 3To TO, 4TO OH Bceraa 3Has.

- Moyemy Tbl OTTYAQ ywna?

- Korga A 6blna ManeHbKOW, HAc BbITECHUA APYron KnaH. A pocna Ha NOrpaHUYHbIX
TEPPUTOPUAX, NOKA Hac He npusenn K Poram. Cobonb 6bin A06p KO MHe. s Nogo6HbIX MUCCUIA A Y
Hero B ¢asBopuTax. A He Kanywcb. A nydywe byay B ABUMMKEHMM, Yyem 3acTpAHy B Kpae. - OHa
yNblbHyNacb. - XBaTUT 060 MHe. - Ee B3rnag, ynan Ha ero pyky. - MHe 6b110 MHTepecHo, OTKyaa y Tebs
3T WpPaMbI.

MNeppwu nowwesenna nanabLamm.

- Monyunn nx B NpoLwiom roay.

- Noxoske, 6bbi10 60/1bHO.

- TaK 1 6bin10. - OH He XOTen roBOpUTb O CBOEM pyKe. Yronek ob:ker ee. Apma yxak1usasia 3a Heu.
Huyem un3 3Toro oH He xoTen genutbca ¢ Knppoin. Mexagy HUMM Bouapuaacb TUWKHA. MNeppu
NOCMOTPEeN Ha OKeaH, TyAa, r4e BAANMN, HA TOPU3OHTe, BCMbixHyn déup. bypu Tenepb 6bian
NOCTOAHHBIMW B OTKPbITOM MoOpe.

- Al He 3Hana o aesyuwkKe... [loceneHKe... Koraa Bnepsblie nonana caa, - ckasana Kuppa yepes
HEeKOTopoOe Bpems.

OH noaaBunA XenaHue CHOBa CMEHUTb TeMy pa3rosopa.

— 3HauuT, Tbl Yero-To 060 MHe He cablwana.

OHa cknoHMANa ronioBy Habok, Kak 6bl MOBTOPAA €ro ABUMKEHUE.

- 3ByunT, ByaTo A ynycTuna ee, - CKasana oHa. - YTo eciv Mbl OANH M TOT e YyenioBeK? MoxerT, a
CKpbIBAIO ee INYMHY.

Ero ato yamsuno. OH paccmenncs.

— Tbl TOYHO HeT.

- Het? [lepxky napwm, A 3Hato TebA nyylue, 4em OHa.

- A Tak He aymato, Kuppa.
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OHa noaHana 6posu.

- Heyxenu? [laBan nocmoTpuMm... Tbl 6ecnokouwbca O CBOMX ANOAAX, M 3TO raybokoe
6ecnokoricTBo, bonbliee, Yem OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a HoweHue uenn. CnoBHO 3aboTa 0 Apyrux noaax
— 3TO TO, YTO Tebe Hy}xHO. Ecam 6bl MHe HyXHO 6blno yragatb, A 6bl CKasana, YTO 3alMTa U
6e30nacHOCTb — 3TO Te BeLLM, KOTOPbIX Tbl HUKOTAA He 3HaA CaMm.

Meppu 3acTaBuA ceba He OTpbIBaTb OT Hee B3rnAAa. OH He MOr BUHWUTb ee 3a TO, YTO OHA 3Hana,
yTo AenaeT. OHa 6blia NOX0¥XKa Ha Hero. 3To 6bla cnocob, KOTOPbIM OHM NO3HaBaAu Naen. BnaoTb
[0 CYyTW UX SIMOLMIA. BNAoTb A0 MX r1yboYaiumnx UCTUH.

- Y 1eba Kpenkaa cea3b ¢ MappoHoM n Pudom, - npoaonKana oHa, - HO BalUM OTHOLIEHMA C
OOHUM U3 HUX TpYAHee, Yem C APYTUM.

OnAaTb npaBaa. MappoH 6bla HACTaBHUKOM W BOXKAEM, Kak U OH. Ho nHoraa Pud 6onbue
MOXOAWNA HA OTUA... CBA3b, KOTOPAA HUKOr4a He Bblia Nerkon.

- [ToToMm ecTb eLle Yronek, - CKasasa OHa. - HaCKONbKO A MOry CyauTb, Tbl HE B3aMMO3aBUCUM OT
HEero, HO MeXAy BamMW eCTb 4TO-TO 3HauuTesnbHoe. - OHa 3amonyana, o0XMAana, 4YTo OH
NPOKOMMEHTUPYET, U NPOLAOMKNAA, KOTAA OH 3TOr0 He CAean: - YTo AeNCTBUTENIbHO MHTEPECHO, TakK
3TO TBOM OTHOLLEHMA C }KEHWMHAMMN. Tbl ABHO...

Meppu caaBneHHO paccMmesnca.

- TagHo, xBaTuT. Tenepb Tbl MOXKeLlb OCTAHOBUTLCA. A KaK HacueT Tebd, Kuppa?

- Y10 HacyeT meHsa? - Ee ronoc 3By4an CNOKOMHO, HO A0 HEro AOHeCcCs BUBPUpPYIOLWMIA 3eneHbln
apomar, ApoXKallnit oT becnokoicTaa.

- Y)Ke ABa AHA Tbl NbITaelWbCA BTAHYTb MEHA B 3TO, HO CErO4HA HeT.

- fl 6ol BCe paBHO nonbiTanacb NpuBAeYb TebA, ecnm Bbl cUMTANA, YTO Y MEHA eCTb WaHC. - OHa
CKasana 31o npamo, 6e3 obuHAKOB. - B ntobom cnydae, A coxkaselo 0 TOM, Yepes 4YTo Tbl ceiryac
NPOXo4uLb.

OH 3Han, YTO ero APasHAT, HO HUYEro He mor ¢ coboi nogenaTsb.

- Yepes uTo XKe A cemyac NPoxXoxKy?

OHa nokana nneyamu.

- MNpepaTenscTBO TBOMM YULIUM APYTOM.

Meppn yctaBuaca Ha Hee. OHa aymana, 4To Apua m PokoT bbinn smecme? OH noKayan
rON0BOA.

- HeT. Tbl He To ycabiwana. OHKU npocTto Apy3ba, Kuppa. OHM 06a foMKHbI BblAn MATM Ha cesep.

- O... HaBepHOe, A NPOCTO NPEeANON0XKMAA, TAaK KaK OHM 06a Chbilwaluune, U OHW YLK, He CKa3as
Tebe. M3BMHAKOCL. 3abyapb, 4TO 8 cKa3ana. - OHa nocmoTpesa Ha Hebo. — ITo BbIrNAAMT Nioxo. - OHa
BCTana, OTPAXMBaAA NECOoK C pyK. - bypa npubankaerca. Ham Hapo yxoauTsb.

Korga oHun exann obpaTHo B noceneHue, Meppu He mor 610KMPOBATL BCM/bIBAaOWME Nepes,
rnasamm KapTuHbI.

PokoT nogHumaeT Aputo B 06bATUAX B NEPBbIM AeHb Npuesaa, B ero gome.

POKOT CTOUT Ha BepLUMHe NAAXKa U WYTUT Nocae Toro, Kak Meppu nouenosan Aputo. «lep, meHs
3TO TOXKe ybusaeT».

LWyTKa. 9To 6blNa WyTKa.

Apus 1 POKOT MOKT Ha KyXHe B HOYb paspasuslieinca apupHon b6ypu. Nenn oHU npexkpacHo,
6yATO Aenanu sTo TbicAYY pa3 paHbLue.

Meppwn nokayan ronoson. OH 3Has1, 4TO ApMA YyBCTBOBANA K HEMY... U YTO OHA YyBCTBOBaNa K
PokoTy. Korga oHu 6b1n1 BMeCTe, OH YyAa pasHuULLy.

Kuppa cpenana ato cneumanbHo. OHa noabpocuna 3Ty mupew, 4Tobbl 3aKPOUTb B HEM
COMHeHus, Ho Apua He npegasana ero. OHa He caenaet aToro, 1 PoKoT ToxKe. OHa ywwna He No3aTomy.

OH He xoTen Aymatb 06 UCTUHHOW npuumHe. OH 33a4BWMHYA 3TY MbICAb HA 3aAHWIN NNaH, rae
aepxan ee Hegenamu. NnNaBHoe He 3a0CTPATb BHUMaHUe. He ocTaHaBAMBaTbcA. He NO3BONUTbL 3TOMY
NornoTUTb ero.
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Apwus ywna, notomy 4to ee oTpaBuan. OHa ywna, NOTOMY YTO TaM... B €ro A0Me, NPAMO Y HEro
noA HOCOM... ee YyTb He younu. OHa ylwna, NoTOMy YTO OH obellan 3aWmnTUTbL ee, U 3TOrO He caenan.
MoTomy 4YTO OH NoAaBen ee.
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I'nasa 30. APUA

— 3710 Ha3biBaeTcA CMapTBU30p, - CKa3ana Apus, AeprKa YCTPOMCTBO B APOXKaLmMX pyKax. OHa
cupgena 3a obeaeHHbim ctonom Bmecte ¢ Cobonem, a No KameHHOMYy 6ankoHy HenpepbiBHO
6apabaHun goxab. Onyckanacb HOYb, M OHa CAbllana, Kak Aaneko BHM3Y HeceTca pasbyxwas oT
00Xaa 3MenHana pekKa.

- fl chblwan o HUX, - ckasan Cobonb.

Apus BCMOMHMW/IA BblpaXKeHMe ero rnas, Korga oHM B NOCAegHWUIN pa3 cMaenun 3a sTUM CTOJIOM.
Toraa oH cxBaTuA ee 3a 3anactbe. OH caenan et 60n1bHO 6€3 KonebaHui.

Jlne monya cnagena pagom € HAM, ee MU0 HUYEro He Bblparkano. B AanbHemM KOHUE KOMHATbI
POKOT, NPUCNOHMBLUNIACA K CTEHE, BbIFNAAEN CMOKOMHBIM, HO €ro NPUCTa/IbHbIM B3rN84, nepemectmca
¢ Cobons Ha CTpa*KHUKOB Y ABepPU U Obl PACYETANBLIM U HaNPAXKEHHbIM.

ApUA CrNOTHYNA, ee rop/ao CHANOChb U Nepecoxno.

- Al ceyac e CBAXKYCb C KOHCyA0M eccom.

OHa HMKorga He 4YyBCcTBOBa/sla ceba 6onee 3aCTEHUMBOM, KOraa NPUMeEHsNa ycTponcTeo. Jaxe
CTPaXKHMKKN Yy ABepu YCTaBUAUCL Ha Hee. Mo KpalHen mepe, Cobonb OTOC/AaN TOWEro Ch/eTHUKA
npoYb.

Korga oHa pasgenunacb, TO CHOBa OKas3anacb B KabuHeTe lecca. OH CTOAN Yy OKHa 33 CBOUM
ctoniom. Kak 1 npexkae, oHa yBUAENa Kaxablii ypoBeHb [MaHONA M NOYYBCTBOBA/MA Ty *KE HOOLLYHO
TOCKY MO A0MYy.

- Ja? - HeTepnennBeo CNPOCK/I OH.

- A1 3pecb c Cobonem.

- fl 3Hato, rae Tbl, - CKasan [ecc ¢ ABHbIM pa3gparkeHnem.

- 1 Mmelo B BUAY, YTO OH 30ech, - NPoAo/IKMAA OHa. - Cobonb NpAMO ceilyac cMauT nepeao
MHOW.

lecc Bblwen n3-3a CToa, BHE3AMHO cOoCcpenoTounBLmch. MNMpeaynperkgeHme. OHa NpoAoMKUNAG:

- OH 3HaerT, rae AcHoe Hebo, HO eMy Hy»KeH TpaHcnopT. OH rOBOPUT, YTO OTKPLIT AN1A CAENKMN.

Apua cnblwana cama ceba, 3ByK ee COOGCTBEHHOro ro0/i0Ca, KaK HW CTPAHHO, C/blWAncs
nsganeKka. B peanbHOCTM OHa NOYYBCTBOBANA, KaK AEPEBAHHAA CMMHKA CTYNa yNMpanacb B €e CruHy,
oulyuieHne 6b110 Tynbim M aanekum. OHa bbina B cTtonosolt Cobons n B KabuHete lecca, HO ece
Ka3a/sioCb HepeanbHbiM. OHa He MOr/ia NOBEPUTb B NpomucxoasLlee.

- Cobonb npednoxcua BecTM Neperosopbl?

Apus nokayana ron0BOMN.

- HeT. 310 6blna Moa naes. A goraganacb, YTO EMY HYXKHO, M A 3HAO, YEM Mbl pacnosiaraem. -
OHa BMAena aHrap, 3ano/HEHHbIN a3poXo4amMm, HECKONIbKO MeCALEB Has3ag, B TOT AEHb, KOraa ee
OCTaBW/IN CHapyXKWU. - A pewwnna nogpatbCA UHTYULWUMU, - CKa3ana OHa. — MHe npuwnocb... n 1
OKasanacb npasa.

lecc poaro cmoTpen Ha Hee, Cy3uB rnasa.

- Kyaa oTcblnaTb TPaHCNOPT U HAa CKOJIbKO?

- He 3Halo, - otBeTMNa OHa. - C0601b XO4ET NOroBOPUTL C BAMM HANPAMYIO.

- Korga? - cnpocumn oH.

- Cenyvac.

[ecc KUBHyn.

- Dai emy Busop. A caenato Bce ocTanbHoOeE.

Apus oTcoeanHMNACb, HO OHa elle He cHsana CmapTem3op. B peanbHoctn B3rnag Cobona 6bin
NPUKOBaH K Hel. CTapasch AbllaTb POBHO, OHa BbiOpasia NPM3pPayHyo MacKy.

CopeH 3aroBopu, Kak TONbKO OHA NPMCOeANHUANACHL K HEMY B ONEPHOM 3ane.

- ATyt
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- Tbl 3anuLweLb UX BCTpeuy? A xody 3HaTb 8ce, 0 YeM OHM byayT roBopuTb, CopeH. A xouy cama
9TO yBUAETD.

- 1 y)Ke cKasan, YTo Bce caenato. - Ha ero anue nossunach yablbKa. - Hennoxo, Apua. Hennoxo.

Apua oTtcoeauHunacb M cHAna CmapTBu3Op, Aep)Ka ero B nadoHuW. Ee nanbubl BCe ele
OPOXanun, N OHA He MOT/1a 3TO OCTAHOBUTD.

- Bce rotoBo, - ckazana oHa Cobonto. - lecc xaeT TebA.

Cob0sb NPOTAHYN pPYKY, HO OHa 3aKosiebanacb, BHE3aNHO MOYYBCTBOBAB cebs cobCTBEHHMLUEN
ycTpoiicTea. MpoLwnoi oceHbo OHa OXOTHO nomorna Meppu nonactb B Mupbl, HO cenyac Bce bbino
no-apyromy. CNI0BHO OHa npuraawana HesHakomLa Ha YTo-TO /indHoe. Y Hee He 6bino Bbibopa. Ecan
Cobonb gact leccy mectononoxeHue AcHoro Heba B 06MeH Ha TpaHCNOPT, TO ee YacCTb cAe/ku byaeT
BbiNoNHeHa. OHa cmorKeT BepHyTb Korta n oceBoboaunTtbea ot MNecca.

OHa npoTtaHyna ero Cobonto.

- HageHb ero Ha neBbin rnas, Kak genana a. OH 6yaet nAOTHO npuaeratb K Koxe. CoxpaHai
CNoKolcTBME, AbllM MeANeHHO, U NpUBbIKHeLWb. [ecc npueaeT Tebs B Mup, KaK TO/IbKO YCTPOMCTBO
byaeT akTMBMPOBaAHO.

CeeT cBeyen oTparkancAa Ha npubope, noka Cobosnb M3yyan ero. YAOBNETBOPEHHbIN, OH
NPUIOKWA €ro K rnasy. Apua yBuaena, Kak ero njaedym Hanparaucb, Korga 6uotexHonorus
3apaboTasna, a 3aTem paccnabuauncb, Koraa oH NPUCNocobuica K MArkomy gasseHuto. MrHoBeHue
CMyCTA OH TUXO XMbIKHY/, €ro B3rns4, cTa/l oTAaseHHbIM, U OHAa MOHANA, YTO OH nonan B Mupbl. OH
6b1n ¢ Feccom. OcTaBanacb TONbKO KAATb.

Apua paccnabunacb B cBOeM Kpecne u npeactaBuna cebe neperoBopbl, NPOUCXOAALLNE NPAMO
ceityac mexay Cobonem n leccom. KTo BozbmeT Bepx? OHa Bce yBMAMT No3xe, 6narogapsa CopeHy.
OHa HUKorga He Aymana, YTo OH OyaeT ee COH3HUKOM BHYTPU.

MpoLwno HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, npexae yem Cobonb pesko Bbinpamuaca. OH ornagen KomHaTy, a
3aTem cHAn Busop.

- HeBepoATHO, - CKa3an OH, rNaas Ha YCTPOMCTBO B CBOEM pyKe.

- Y10 cKaszan lecc? - cnpocuaia oHa.

Cob0/b caenan HeCKOIbKO Mea1eHHbIX BA,OXOB.

- Al cKazan emy, YTO MHE HY}KHO. OH 3TUM 3aHUMaAETCA.

- TaKk Mbl *Kaem? - cnpocuna oHa. - Kak gonro?

- HeckonbKo Yacos.

Y Hee nepexBaTWU/IO AblXaHMe. ITO 6bINO o4eHb CKOpo. OHa He Moraa MOBEPWUTb, YTO MAaH
paboTtaeT. Ei1 Kazanocb, YTO OHa TO/IbKO YTO cAenasia CBOW MepBbli Wwar Ha3ag K [oToky. B cTopoHy
Meppw.

Cob6onb nogHANCA U3-3a cToNa.

- Noigem, OnmBmA, - CKa3an OH, HaNPaBAAACL K ABEPW.

ApuA BCKOYMIA Ha HOTWU.

- [Todoxcdu, - ckazana oHa. - CmapTBu3op. fl BepHy ero, Korga noHagobuTbes.

OH noBepHYCA K Hel.

- HeT Hy»kgbl. A ocTaBAto ero y cebs.

Jlne BCTana Ha ee CTOPOHY.

- Cobonb, OH ee.

- bonble HeT, - cKa3an oH, a 3aTemM 06paTUACA K CTPAXKHUKAM y ABepu. - OcTaBbTe UX 34€eChb Ha
HOYb. BO3MOKHO, MHe Bce elle Hy»Ha byaeT MoceneHka. MloTom, Ha paccBeTe, BbIMPOBOANUTE UX 3a
yepTy ropoaa. — CtanbHble, cuHMe rnasa Cobons nepesenncb Ha JIMB. - YBEPEH, YTO Tbl NOHMMAaELb,
noyemy TBOW APY3bA HE MOTYT OCTATbCA.

Jlus B3rnAHyna Ha POKOTa, KOTOPbIM 3aCTbl/l B HECKO/IbKUX PyTax OT Hee.

- MoHuMmato, - cKasana oHa. - 3aTeM OHa Bblwna Bcaed 3a Cobonem M3 KOMHATbl, AaXKe He
OrNAHYBLUUCH.
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HeckonbKo yacos cnycta Apua cuaena 3a ctoniom ¢ PokoTom, Habaoaan, Kak 3aHAaBECKM LBeTa
P*KaBYMHbI KONbIWYTCA HA BeTpy. CTonosan 6bina norpyxeHa BO TbMy, EAUHCTBEHHbIN CBET NMPOHMUKAN
yepe3 OTKpbITble 6aNKOHHble ABepu. Bpema OT BpeMeHW OHa C/biwana NpUrayLWeHHble rosoca
CTPaXHMKOB, CTOALLUX B KOpUAope.

OHa noTepna pyku, 4yBcTBya oHemeHne. Cobonb HaBEpPHSAKa y»Ke CHOBa BCTpeyvancs c feccom.
OH ncnonb3osan ee n 6pocmn. OHa nokayana ronosoii. OH Hbin coBcem Kak lNecc.

CHapy)XuM [0XA4b NPEKPaTUICA, OCTaBMB KaMHW Ha O0a/fKoHe MOKPbIMW WM CKOJIb3KMMM,
oTpaxkalowumn cuaHne Heba. C Toro mecTa, rae oHa cugena, e 6blIM BUAHbI NOTOKM ddupa
CBepKatoLlLme peKkn, TeKyLMe B NOAHON TemHoTe. CKOpo OHU ByayT cBMAETENAMM ele O4HOW Bypu.
370 60NbLIE He WOKMPOBANO ee. B KOHLE KOHL0B, 6ypu ByayT NPUXOANTb Kaxabl AeHb, U 3TO byaeT
noxoxe Ha EguHcTBO. [lecaTnneTnsa NocTOAHHbIX BOPOHOK pa3buBatoTca 0 3emsto, paspyLasn ee. Ho
Tak byget He Be3ge.

B cBoem BoobparkeHnn oHa npeacTasmna cebe oasmc. 3010T0e MeCTO, MepLatoLLee Ha CoMHLE.
OHa npeactasuna cebe ANMHHBLIM NUMPC, Hag KoTopbiM B ronybom Hebe KpyKaT 4varku. OHa
npeacrasuaa cebe cnaawmx smecte Meppu n Korta n nosawmx poidy, 40BONbHbIX M PacciabaeHHbIX.
Yronek Toxe 6yaet Tam, Habnogaa 3a HUIMK, AeprKa CBOKO LWarnkKy, 4Tobbl ee He cayno BeTpom. OHa
npeacrasmaa cebe, Kak J/Ine n POKOT pAagoM LWenyyTca APYr C APYrom, NAAHUPYA KaKyr-TO MNaKOCTb,
KOTopasa Hen3beXKHO NpPUBEAET K TOMY, YTO KOro-To 6pocaT B Boay. M oHa 6yaet Tam. OHa cnoert yTo-
HUOYAb HEXHoe M Kpacmsoe. lMecHto, KoTopana yaep»Kueana bbl KA4aHWE BOMH U Tensoe ouwyLleHne
conHua. MecHA, KoTopas 3aneyatsiena bbl ee YyBCTBA KO BCEM UM.

MmeHHO 3Toro oHa M xoTena. 310 b6bio ee AcHoe Hebo, M C KarKAbiMm B340XOM, C KaXKaoWn
CEeKyHA0M OHa morna BblbupaTb, 6OPOTLCA 33 HErO UK HET.

OHa noHsna, 4YTo y Hee HeT Bbibopa. OHa Bceraa byaet bopoTtbes.

ApuAa BCTana u Xectom npurnacuna PokoTa cneposaTb 3a Hel Ha H6ankoH. Korga oHa Bbiwna
Hapy»Ky, NPU3PaAYHbI CTOH BETPA NOAHAN BOJIOCKM Ha ee pyKax. BHM3y OHa yBuaena 3MeunHyo peky,
ee yepHas BOAa CTpyunacb B apuMpHOM cBeTe. [JbiIMm nogHMmanca 3 Tpyb AomoB, CTOAWMX BAO/b
bepera, n en HbIN BUAEH MOCT, KOTOPbI OHM C POKOTOM nepeceknn TOMbKO BYepa. B TemHoTe OH
Kasasaca Ayron, yCeAHHON TOYKaMM CBETA OT KOCTPOB.

POKOT CcTOAN PAAOM C HEW, ero Y4entoCcTu BblAn HanpAXKeHbl, Kapue rnasa CBepKaaun oT rHesa.

OHa Hawna ero pyKy.

«Mbl 3abepem Busop. Mbl moxem Mo ycTyny nepebpaTtbCA Ha cneayrowmin 6ankoH U
NMPOCKO/b3HYTb BHYTPb.  MOry oTBecTu Hac B KomHaTy Cobona. MHe Hy*KHo AcHoe Hebo gna Korra.
Ona Meppun. Ecan BcTpeya 3anucanacb, TO Korga Mbl 3abepem Busop, mMbl NOAy4MM TO, 3a4em
npuwnu. Mol 3abepem Jlne n ybepemca otcroga».

3To0 6bin OTYasAHHbLIM NnaH. YwepbHbii M onacHbih. Ho Bpema urpano npotus Hux. Yepes
HECKO/IbKO 4acoB MX BblLWBbIPHYT 3a npeaenbl Kpad. Hactano Bpema gns pucka.

- OaBaii, - HeTepnenunso npowenTtan PoKoT. - Mownwu.

Apus BbIrNAHYA M3-3@ HU3KOM CTEHbI, OKalimnaswer 6ankoH. Hebonblioi BbiCTyn TAHYACA K
cnegyrowemy 6ankoHy, NnpMmepHo Asaauatb ¢yToB AAMHOW. ITO Obln BCero Auwb Hebonblioi
KaMeHHbI NOPOXKeK, eaBa /M B YeTbipe Atolima WwupuHon. OHa nocmoTpena BHM3. OHa He 6osanach
BbICOTbl, HO ee XeNyAoK Canca, byato ee ygapuau. 1o 3menHon pekun 6bi1o GyTOB LIECTbAECAT,
NPUKMHYNA OHA. [NageHne C TaKOW BbICOTbI MOXKET OKa3aTbCA CMepPTEbHbIM.

OHa nepeKknHyna HOru Yepes CTeHY M CTynuaa Ha BbiCTyn. MopbiB BeTpa 3agpan ee pybauwky. Y
Hee nepexBaTW/IO AbixaHWe, MO CMHe OT Xo/oA4a npobexkan 03HO6. 3anycTUB Manblbl B KeA0bKu,
OHa rnyboKo B3AOXHY/MA M cAenana nepsblit War Npoyb oT 6asKkoHa. MoTom ewe ogMH war. A NnoTom
eLle oAuH.
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OHa BOAMa pyKaMM MO KaMeHHbIM 6/10KaMm, XBaTasAChb 3a TPELLMHbI U KpPadA, He OTPbIBaA B3rnaaa
oT cBoMX Hor. OHa yc/bllana MArkoe WwypLaHue Hor PokoTa no3aau cebsa n foHOCAWMNCA OTKYAA-TO
CBEPXY *KEHCKUI CMEX.

Ee B3rnag metHyncs Beepx. OcTanaco ewie Nos0BUHA.

Ee 60TMHOK cOCKONb3HyA. [oneHb yaapunack 0 BbiCTyn. OHa OTYaAHHO BLENUIACb B KaMEHb,
nomas Hortu. Manbubl POKOTa BLENWAUCH B ee PYKY, yaep:kmBaa ee. OHa NpuKanacb LUEKOW K
KaMEHHOW CTeHe, KaXKAbl MYCKyn ee Tena cKanca. Kak 6bl 61M3KO OHa HU NpUXKMManacb K CTeHe,
3TOro 66110 HegocTaTouHo. OHa B34,0XHYNA, 3acTaBnAA ceba He AymaTb O NageHUM.

- l pAgom, - npowenTan PoKoT. Ero pyka sierna e Ha cnuHy, TBephan u Tennas. -  He NO03BoO
Tebe ynacTb.

OHa morna ToNbKo KMBHYTb. OHa MOF1a TOIbKO NPOAONXKATL UATW.

LWar 3a warom OoHa Mea/seHHO npoaguranacb K apyromy 6ankoHy. Mpubnausmsewimnce, oHa
yBuAena napy ABoiHbix aepein. OHM HblaN OTKPbITbI, HO 32 HUMM Bblna TONbKO TeMHOTA. OHa XAana,
C TPYAOM CAEPKMBAA KeNAHNE COCKOUYUTb CO CKOJIb3KOTO YCTyna, NMPUCIYLUMBAACL K TOMY, YTO KAET
ee BHyTpM.

OHa Huyero He cablwana. Hu 3ByKa.

ApuAa nepenpbirHyaa 4Yepe3 HU3Kyl CTEeHY M npucena Ha KopToudku. OHa onyctuna pyky,
HY»Aa5Cb B ObICTPOM CONMPUKOCHOBEHUM C TBEPAbIM NONOM. POKOT 6€33By4HO NpM3eManaca pagom c
HeWn.

BmecTe OHM CKONb3HYAM NO 6anKoHy. BbICTPbIM, UCNbITYIOWMA B3rNA4 Yepes ABEepU NOKasan
NyCTyto, 3aTEMHEHHYI0 KOMHaTy. OHW BOLWAW BHYTPb, MONYa/INBble, 6€30pYyXKHbIE.

ToNbKO 3QUPHbLIN CBET, NPOXOAALIMIA 4Yepe3 ABEpPU, OCBELLa/l KOMHaTy, HO 3Toro 6bi10
[0CTaTOYHO, YTOObI YBUAETb, YTO NPOCTPAHCTBO HbINO NycTbiM. B Hem 0cobo He bblio mebenu, nnLlb
HECKO/NIbKO CTy/NbeB, CABMHYTbIX B yron. PokoT 6bicTpo ABWMHYyAcs K HMm. OHa ycablwana ABa
NPUIAYLWEHHbIX WenyYka. OH BEPHYACA M NPOTAHYA el 4To-To. ChomaHHbIM por. Apma nonpobosana
NOYyBCTBOBATb €ro B cBoel pyKe. OH 6bl1 NPMMEPHO TaKOW e ANMHbI, Kak U ee HOXWU. He Takou
OCTpPbI, HO BMOJIHE TOAMWJICA B KAYECTBE OPYXKMUA.

Mopoiaa K ABEPW, OHM MPUCAYWANUCh K 3ByKam B Kopuaope. TuwmnHa. OHU BbICKO/Ib3HYU
Hapy»Xy 1 nocnewnnn K kKomHate Cobona. J/lamnbl Mepuanu no nyTu, co3aaBas NPOMEXKYTKU TEHU U
ceeta. OHa Kpenuye cKana por. OHa nposena 3Mmy, oTpabatbiBad 60eBble HaBblKM C PoKkoTOM.
CkopocTb. Mmnynbe. XnutpocTb. OHa YyyBcTBOBaNa ceb6a roToBOM, KPOBb ryZena B HElM HA FPaHn Mexay
YKEeNAHUEM U CTPAXOM.

KomHara Jlns 6bina 61n3Ko, a kKomHata Cobona HemHoro gasnblie.

Apwus ycnblwana waru 1 3amepna. Bnepeam Hee PokoT Hanparca. [Bga wara 3Xom 0T4aBasuCb B
ee ywax. O6a TAXKeNno cTynanu, Kpemnko cTyvya Kabaykamm no KamHAM. 3BYK OTCKAKMBaA — TO Ka3anocb
6bln Nepepq Hel, To 3a Helh. OHa yBMAENa Ty Ke HeyBepeHHOCTb B r/1a3ax PokoTa. B KaKoii ctopoHe?
BpemeHu He 6bino.

OHM BMecTe 6pocuance Bnepes, CKONb3sA HOraMu Mo KaMeHHOMY Kopuaopy. OHu anbo nsberyt
CTPA*KHWUKOB, MO0 CTONKHYTCA C HUMW.

OHM Jownn A0 KOHUA Kopuaopa Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrga M3-3a yrna nosswuaacb napa
CTPa*KHWKOB, @ 3aTEM OHM ABWHYAUCb, KaK OyATO peneTvpoBanu 3T0. POKOT pBaHyNCs K camomy
KPYMHOMY MYX4YMHe, cToaBweMy BanKe Bcex. Apms NPbIrHYA Ha 4PYroro.

OHa BOTKHy/N@a PpOr B BWUCOK CTPaXHWKA. Yaap Obin  CUAbHBIM, TaKMM COTPACAKOLWUM,
CTPEeNbHYBWMM BBEPX NO ee pyke. MyXKuMHA OWeNOMNeHHO oTwaTHynaca. OHa cxBaTu/ia HOXK,
BMCEBLLMIM Y HEro Ha NOACe, U BbITAlMAA ero, roToBaA HaHeCTU BTopon yaap. FfotoBaa pe3atb. Ho ero
rn1asa 3aKaTUANUCb, M OH yrac. OHa BOTKHY/NIA PYKOATKY HOXa emy B YentoCTb, Bbipybas ero, v Bce ke
ycnena cxBaTuUTb PyKaB ero MyHAMpPa, CMArYas 3ByK ero nageHus.

Kakoe-To MrHoBeHMe OHa CMOTPena Ha CTPaXKHUKA — Ha ero pyMAaHoe NULO U BAMbIN POT - U
4yBCTBOBA/1a YBEPEHHOCTb, KOTOPYI HUKOrAa He AacT TaTyupoBKa. OHa obepHynacb U yBuaena, Kak
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POKOT BbINPAMMACA HAA Te/OM APYroro CTpaykHWMKa. OH 3acyHyn HOX 33 NOAC, ero TeMHble rnasa
METHY/IUCb K Hel, XONoAHble U cocpefoToyeHHble. OH nNpunoaHAn noAbOpPOLOK, YKasblBasa Ha
Kopuaop, a 3aTem B3Ba/ N/ Ha Nae4o yOMUTOro nm Yyenoseka.

Apwva He Moria HeCTU APYroro CTPaXKHUKA B OANHOYKY, U Y Hee He Hbl10 BpeMeHM Ha pasaymbA.
OHa 6pocunacb K KoMHaTe JIMB. Pe3Ko OCTaHOBMBLUMCL Y ABepw JIMB, OHA CXBATWUNACh 3@ XKEeNe3Hyo
PYYKY M LLArHyna BHyTpPb.

CBeT U3 KOpUAopa 3a/uUN TEMHYKD KOMHATy. JIMB, fNieKaBLIas Ha KpoBaTM MOBEPX OAesANa,
NPOCHyNacb. YBnaes Apuio, OHa BCKOYM/IA Ha HOTU U C TUXMM CTYKOM npu3emannacb Ha non. OHa
6blna o4eTa B CBOIO NMOBCEAHEBHYIO O4EXKAY, BNAOTb A0 Canor.

NlvB nepesena B3rnaa ¢ Apun Ha agepb. 3aTem OHa Hpocunack B KOPUAOP, HE NPOU3HECA HU
cnosa. Apua bpocunacb 3a Heil. OHM NpowaM MMMO POKOTA, Heclero CTpaXKHWKa Ha nneve. J/lus
MOJIYa CXBATWUNA MYXKUYMHY, KOTOpPOro Apusa Bbipybrna nog MblWKK. Apua B3sina ero 3a Horn. Bmecrte
OHW OTHEC/N ero B KOMHaTy JIMB 1 NMONIOXKUAN Y CTEHbI, rae POKOT Nocaann Apyroro My>KUnHy. Apus
MeTHyNacb 06paTHO K OTKpbITOM ABepu. OHa OCTOPOXKHO 3aKpblna ee, NMPUCAYLIMBAACL K TUXOMY
WEeNYKY 3aMKa.

3aTem oHa NoBepHyNacb M yBnAeNa, YTo POKOT 1 JIMB 3aKNtoUEHbI B 06bATUA.
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I'nasa 31. IEPEI'PUH

Meppu B oueneHeHUN CMAEN HA KYXHe MOocAae YyXKKHA, ero mbicn bbinm 3aHATbl Apueid. OHa He
npefasana ero. OHa He 6bina ¢ Pokotom. OH He noTepAn ee. MbICAU KPYyTUAUCH B €ro rosose
H6eCKOHEYHbIM LIMK/IOM.

3¢up cKkannmeanca Becb AeHb, U3-32 Yero BCe B3BOJIHOBAHHO OXMAANW, KOrAa pa3pasutcA
6ypsa. Pud n MappoH monya cuaenu pagom c HUm. Henopaneky, Kuppa tuxo pasrosapuBana ¢
MYKUYMHOM M3 CBOEN rPynMbl.

TonbKko MBa Bena ceba Kak Bcerga. OHa cMaena 3a CTONOM HanpoTtus leppu U pacckasbiBana
YronbKy o TOm gHe, Korga Hawna bnoxy.

— 3TO NPOMU30LWIO0 YeTbipe rofa Hasag, - CKa3asa OHa, - U OHa bbina ewe 6onee ownNapeHHeN,
4yem cemyac.

- MoeT 06WwapnaHHOM, - nonpasun ee Yronek, CTapancb He yibl6aTbCs.

- Hy ga. Mbl ¢ lMeppu n Korrem Bo3Bpawanmcb U3 raBaHu, Korga Korotb 3ametun ee. bnoxa
neXkana Ha 6oKy, 4yTb B CTOPOHe OT Tponbl. BepHo, Meppu?

OH ycAbiWwan cBOE UMA U BbIHbIPHYA U3 MbIC/IEN, YTOObI OTBETUTD.

- Ara.

- UtaK, mbl nogownun 6auxKe n yBuaenn rsosab, NPOH3MBLIMIK ee nany. Tbl 3HAElWb MATKYHO
KOXY Mexay nanblamu ee nan? - MiBa pactonbipuaa nanblpl, NOKasbiBaa. — BoT rae 6oin reo3ap. A
6osAnacb, YTO OHA NOKycaeT Hac, Ho Meppu nogowen u ckasan: «fonerye, 610XacTUK. A NPOCTO xouy
B3r/IAHYTb Ha TBOIO J1any».

Meppwm ynbIbHyANCA, ycnbiwag, Kak MBa napogupyeT ero. OH He Ayman, 4To ero ronoc 6ol TakKMm
rnyb6okmm. NoKa oHa 6onTana, OH CMOTPEnN Ha CBO PYKY, crnbas ee. BcnomuHas oulyleHWe nanbLes
Apuun Ha ero pyke.

OHa HeHaBMAKWT ero? HeyKesin oHa 3abbina o Hem?

- Y10 npouncxoanT? - TMX0 cnpocun Pud.

Meppn Nokayan ronoBou.

- Huyero.

Pu¢ pnonro cmotpen Ha Hero.

- TagHo, - CKasan oH pa3aparkeHHo. Ho koraa Pud nogHancs, cobupascb OTONTKU, ero pyka
onycTunacb Ha naeyo Meppwn B 6bICTPOM, YCNOKaMBaOLWEM MOMKATUMN.

Meppu 6oponca ¢ }kenaHmem c6uTb ee. Bce 6b1n10 B nopaake. OH 6bin B nopaakKe.

C ppyroi ctopoHbl MappoH caenan Bua, Y4TO HMYEro He 3ameTun. Ha ctone nexkan crapbii
rpoccbyx Barina, OTKpbITbIM Ha AMarpamme, KOTOPYHO OH HapucoBan B newiepe. Koraa oH nepesepHyn
CTpaHuuy, MNeppu yBruaen CNMcok eabl roANYHOM JABHOCTU, HANUCAHHLIN pyKon 6paTta. B Te gHM OHM
AYManu, 4To y HUX TaK Mano geHer. Tenepb Ux CTano ewe meHble. 3anac eapl, KOTOPbIN Npusesna
Kuppa, He byaeTt oantbca BevHo, 1 MNeppun He 3HaN, KaK OHM ero NOMNOHAT.

MappoH no4yBCTBOBAA, YTO OH HabnOAAET 3@ HUM, U NOAHAN FONOBY C MATKON yAblIOKOW Ha
nuue.

- MpeKkpacHoe Bpema HbITb KpoBHbIM BOXKAEM, HE TaK n?

Meppwu crnoTHyA. 970 bbina He *Kanoctb. CoBcem HeT. OH KMBHYA.

- be3 Tebs bbin10 ObI XyXKE.

Ynbibka MappoHa ctana Tennee.

- Tbl cobpan xopolwyto KomaHay, Meppun. - OH BepHyACs K rpoccbyxy, Hanmcan TPU CTPOYKW,
N3YyYM UX U B3L0XHYJ, @ NOTOM 3aKpbl/l KHUTY. - OT MeHA HeT HMKaKon nonb3bl. B ntobom cnyyae
NoNbITaNCA OTAOXHYTb. - OH CyHYN rpoccOyx NOA MbILKY U yLen.

Ero yxoa BOOXHOBMA OCTanbHbIX. OAUH 33 APYIUM NOAM NOKUAANN KYXHIO, MOKAa He OCTasnCb
Tonbko Pud mn Kuppa, KoTopble Bckope ywaun Bmecte. leppu cmoTpen uMm BCaed, ero cepgue
KoNoTUNOCh 6e3 BCAKOM NPUYMHDBI, KOTOPYH OH MoT 6bl NOHATL. Koraa oH, HaKOHeL, OCTaNCcA O4MH, OH
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npuaBuHYN K cebe ceevy U cTan urpatb ¢ NaameHeM. Ero rnasa 3aTymaHUAUCb, KOrga OH NPoBepsn
cBol nopor 601 Jo Tex Nop, NOKa CBeYa He ONJiblia U He noracna.

Korga Meppwu, B KOHLE KOHLLOB, BbIWEN HAPYKy, BO3ayX Obln nponuTaH neniom u Hec B cebe
¥ano ddupa. Maxno rnbenbto. Hebo 6bINIO0 TEMHBIM M APKUM. MpamopHO-NoABUMKHbIM. Yepes
HECKONbKO YacoB pa3pa3unTca bypsa, U KNaH X/IbIHET Ha KYXHIO B MOMCKaX YKPbITUA

Bnoxa nopbexana c Apyroi CTOPOHbI NOAAHDI, €€ YLK NPU ABUXKEHUN NOANPLITMBANM BBEPX U
BHM3. [leppyn ONyCTUACA Ha KONEHM M NOYECan en Welo.

- 31, 610WKNHBIN MeLWOoK. Tbl NPUCMATPMBaELLb 32 BCEM A1 MeHA?

Bnoxa TAaxeno pgplwana. B mrHoseHue oka [leppu BCMOMHWA ee TaKoM, KaKoW OHa 6bina
HEeCKONbKO Heaenb Hasaj, NPUCAOHMBLIUCL K Hore Apuu. BHe3anHO ero 3ax/iecTHy/o XenaHue
NPOYNCTUTL cebe MOo3rn. BbIKMHYTb ApUIO U3 TON0BbI.

OH pBaHyA K NAsXKHOM Tpone, nobexan, koraa bnoxa psaHysia Bnepes, NPeBpaTUB NPOTyKy B
FOHKY. Meppun OTTONIKHYACA U CNPbITHYA C NOC/NeAHEN AOHbI, AYMas TONbKO O TOM, YTOObl HbIPpHYTb B
mope.

OH NpuU3emMNnACA HA MATKMIA NECOK U 3amep.

bnoxa noaberkana K aeByluKe, ctoaswen Ha 6epery. OHa cToAna AMLOM K Boae. Meppu ysuaen,
YTO OHa Bbiwe MBbl, C }KEHCTBEHHbIMW M3rMbamm Tena U BONOCAMM, KOTOPbIE AAXKe B CUHEW HOUM
Ka3a/nCb PbIXXUMMU.

Kuppa yBuaena bnoxy. Motom oHa obepHynack n ysuaena ero. OHa cnerka MaxHyna emy.

Meppu 3aKonebanca, NOHMMaA, YTO emy ciefdyeT NOMaxaTb el Ha MPOLLaHME U BEPHYTbCA B
noceneHune, HO B CAeayoLee MIHOBEHME OH Y¥Ke CTOSAN Nepes, HeW, He MOMHSA, KaK Wes No Necky uam
peLunn ocTaTbeA.

- Al HageAnacb, YTO Tbl NOABMULLLCA, - CKa3asla OHa, yblbanAck.

- A ayman, Tebe He HpaBMTCA NAAXK. - Ero ronoc 3sy4an rnyboKo m xpunno.

- Korpa Tbl 3aecb, Bce He TaK Na1oxo. He moxelb YCHYTb?

- fl... HeT. - Neppu CKPeCTUA PYKKN Ha TPYAN M CKaAN KyNaku. - A cobupanca nonnasatb.

- Ho Tenepb HeT?

OH noKa4yan ronoBoi. BosHbl 6blIM OrpOMHBIMKU. Yaapaanck o necok. OH gonxeH 6bin 6biTb
Tam. B Boge. nn goma B cBoei noctenu. Fae yroaHo, HO TONbKO He 34eCh.

- Hacyet TOro, 4to A CKasana paHblue, - NPOU3HEecNa OHa. - fl He fonXKHa H6blna nesTb He B CBOE
aeno.

- HeBaxHo.

Knppa nogHana 6possb.

- B camom pene?

MNeppn xoTen ckasaTb «ga». OH He XxoTen BbIrA4ETb AypakKoOm, OTAABLWIMM CBOe cepaue
OEeBYLLKe, KoTopaa 6pocmna ero. He xoten 6osbLue 4yBCTBOBaTb cebs cnabbim.

OH He oTBeTMA, HO Knppa Bce paBHO nogouwna 6anxke. banxke, yem cnegosano 6bl. OH 6bonblie
He MOr UITHOPMPOBATb HU U3rMbbl ee Tena, HY yNblOKy Ha ee rybax.

Meppwn Hanparca, Koraa oHa KOCHY/IAaCb €ro pykW, XoTa u oxuaan atoro. OHa nposBena pyKou
BHM3 K ero 3anacTtbto. OCTOPOXKHO MOTAHYB, OHA pacnpAMWAa ero pyku. 3atem oHa obepHyna mx
BOKPYF CBOEM Tanum U1 WarHy a B 06pa3oBaBLIMACA KPYT, COKpaLLan NPOCTPaHCTBO MeEXAY HUMMU.
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I'nasa 32. APUA

- OnMBMA, YTO Tbl CO MHOM Aenaelwb? - 3arosopua PoKoT Bnosronoca, raaas B rnasa Jims. - Kak
Tbl MOTNa BEPHYTbCA ctoaa?

- MHe TaK *Kanb, PokoT. A gymana, uto nomory MoToKy. A gymana, 4To CMOry NPoOMUTH Yepes 3T0.
Al aymana, yto cmory 3abbITb TEbA.

Moka oHa rosopuna, POKOT uenoBan ee LWeKW, noaboponok, nob. Apua pas3BepHynacb U
bpocunacb K 6HankoHy, MWHys cBagebHoe nnaTbe JIMB, BUcALLee Yy OTKpPbITbIX ABepeit. OHa
NPOAOMXKaNa UATH, MOKa ee HOTU He YNep/INCb B HU3KYHO CTeHy 6aNKOHa, @ Nafiblbl He BLENWIUCH B
X0no4Hble KamHW. OHa yCTaBMIaCb Ha TEMHYIO BOAY BHU3Y.

OHa He xOoTena CAywaTb, He XOTeNa CAbIWaTb MX, HO ee cayXx Bbla OCTPbIM — HAaMHOTO OCTpee,
Korga ee oxBaTblBan agpeHanunH.

lfonoc Jlus.

- l owmnbanaco. A 6bINa Tak HenpaBga.

A notom oTBeT PoKoTa.

- Bce B nopsaxe, /ins. A ntobato Teba. HecmoTpa HKU Ha yTO. Beeraa.

3aTem HacTynuaa TUWKHA 1 ApUA CAblwana TONbKO AblXxaHMe BeTpa Ha BankoHe, n HepoBHOE U
npepbiBuctoe apixaHne JiInB n PokoTa. ApuAa 3aKpblaa rnasa, a ee cepaue BCe CHMMANOCh U
cKumanocb. OHa noyTy ollylana, kak MNeppu obHUMmaeT ee. Fae oH cenyac? OH TOXKe AyMaeT O Hen'?

Yepes HECKONIbKO CeKyHA Ha 6ankoHe noasuaMcb POKOT M JIMB CO CBepKalOWMMKU rnaszamu.
MNony-med JIns Bbirnaasiean ns-3a nnaeya. Hag Apyrom nneye oHa HeCsa CBOKO CYMKY U CYMKY Apuu.

- Al Npuay K Bam cerogHA Beyepom, - CKasana JIMB u CTAHyNA C NAeva KOXaHy cymKy. OHa
CYHy/la PYyKy B CYMKy M BblTawmna Cmapteusop. - Cobonb cnpatan ero B CBOel KomHaTe. fl
npobpanacb TyAa, NOKa OH cnan. f 4O 3TOro y4yyAna 3amnax COCHbl, MO3TOMY WA Mo 3anaxy. - OHa
nepepaana ero Apun. - lasait. Mcnonb3yi ero 6bicTpee.

Apus nokayana rosioBou.

- MpaAmo cenyac? - Kak cKopo KTO-HMOyab 3amMeTUT Mponaky CTPaKHUKOB? - Mbl [ONXKHbI
BblOMpaTbCs OTCOAA.

- Tbl AOMKHA caenaTb 3TO cenyac, - ckasana J/lme. - OH OTNPaBUTCA 3a HaMK, ecin Mbl 3abepem
ero.

- OH BCe paBHO oTnpasuTca 3a Tobon, Onnewms, - ckazan PoKoT. - Ham HyXKHO yXxoauTb.

- He oTnpasuTcs, - ckazana Jlme. — Y3Hali rae Haxoantca AcHoe Hebo. bes Hero mbl He NoayyYum
KorTa.

Crnoputb 6bI10 HeKoraa. Apua BKAKOYMAA YCTPOMCTBO, M nosasuaca CmapTakpaH. OHa Bbibpana
MKOHKY lMpu3paka. CopeH HaBepHAKA 3HaeT, obcyxgann nn Cobonb ¢ Neccom AcHoe Hebo. OHa
XAana, 0XKmaana, 4To ceryac BOMAET B ONEpPHbIA 3an. BMecTo 3TOro noABMANCH ABE HOBblE UKOHKM,
0606LeHHble, HecyLne TONbKO CHETYMKU BpemeHWU. CopeH OCTaBWUA el 3anucu.

OHa Bblbpana Ty, KOTOpPAA MOKa3blBasa MeHblLLEe BPEMA, U C KaXKAON CEKYHAON HepBHM4Yana
Bce 6onblue. POKOT BCTan y ABepu, NPUCAYLLIMBAACL K 3BYKam B KOopugope.

N306parkeHne pacwmnpuaocb Ha CmapTakpaHe. OHa yBuaena caydanHbin Mup. [lyctoe
NPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM He OblI0 HMYEro, Kpome TEMHOTbl, Hapywaemon eAMHCTBEHHbIM
npoxektopom csepxy. Cobonb cToAN NO OfHY CTOPOHY, Fecc no Agpyryto, ux nvua Hbian pesko
oyepyeHbl CBETOM U TEHbIO.

lfecc 6bin omeT B CBOW OQUUMANBHYIO OAEXKAY KOHCYNA. TEeMHO-CUMHIOW, OTAENAHHYI0
CBETOOTpaXKaLWMMN Npope3sMn BAONb PyKaBa U BOPOTHUKA. OH CTOAN HENnOABWUXKHO, MPAMO,
onycTtmB pyku no 6okam. Cobonb 6bIn oaeT B obaeratoLLyto YepHyo pyballuky 1 OprOKK, a Ha Lee Y
Hero csepkana uenb KpoBHoro BoxaA. Y Hero 6blna paccnabneHHaa no3a, rnasa HacMeL/MBO
npuwypunmncb. OgMH YenoBek BbIrnAAeN ONacHbIM, APYrom - CMepTe/IbHO ONACHbIM.

Cob60onb 3aroBopun NepBbIM:
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- Baw Mwup oyapoBaTenbHbIA. ITO BCErga Tak NPUBAEKATENbHO?

PoT lecca npunoAaHANCA B yXMblJKe.

-  He xoTen owenoMuTb Tebs paHblUe, YemM cneayer.

Apua noHsANa, 4YTo BbiOpPana 3anuncb UX BTOpoi BcTpeun. He Bbino BpemeHu YTo-To MeHATb. OHa
He CTasia OCTaHaB/AUBATL ee.

- Tol 6b1 Npegnoyen 3To? - cnpocun lecc.

B TMxom nopobiBe Mup nameHunaca. Tenepb OHU CTOANM B XMMKUHE C COIOMEHHOM Kpbiwen U
OTKPbITBIMW CTEHaMM, CTOALLEN BbICOKO, CNOBHO Ha CBaAX. 30/10TUCTAA CaBaHHa NpPoOCTMpanacb A0
rOpPM30HTa, TPaBa KOJbIXaaaCb BOAHAMM NOA TEN/IbIM BETEPKOM.

lecc HeBepHO Bce BocnpuHMMan. OH cYyMTan 3TO ockopbaeHnem. Yaapom no nepBobbITHOMY
4yenoBeKy, KoTopbiM OH cumTan Cobona. Ho gonroe Bpema Bce, YTO Morna caenaTb Apua — BCe, 4YTO
mor caenatb Cobonb — 3TO M3YyMJIEHHO CMOTPETb Ha 3a4WUTbl CONMHUEM nei3ax. Ha oTKpbIToe,
HenoABu»KHoe Hebo. Ha 3emnto, KoTopas bbla HEXXHO 0OOMKIKEHA COTHLIEM, @ HE }KECTOKO COXMKeHa
Sdumpom.

Cobonb cHoBa cocpeaoToumnsica Ha [ecce

- A AencTBUTENbHO NpeanoYnTato 1o, cnacnbo. Yto Tbl y3Han?

lecc B3QOXHYN.

- Mowu nHKeHepbl yBEPAIOT MeHA, 4TO Kopaban moryT nytewecTBoBaTb No Nt06oin mecTHOCTU. Y
HUX €CTb LWWUTbl, HO UX 3PPEKTUBHOCTb OrpaHuyeHa. Jliobaa WMHTEHCUMBHAsA KoHUeHTpauus 3dupa
0fJ0NeeT Ux.

Co60/1b KUBHYA.

- Y MeHA ecTb pewleHune ana atoro. CkonbKo Bcero, lNecc?

- BocembcoT yenoBek. Ha cTONIbKO paccymMTaHa nx BMECTUMOCTb.

- 3TOro HeJoCTaTOYHO, - cKkazan Cobonb.

- Mbl HuMKorga He cobupanucb noknaate pesy, - ckasan lecc, ero cnoBa 6biv 060pBaHbL
pasoyapoBaHueMm. - Mbl He roTOBbI K UCXOAY TaKoro maclutaba. A Bbi?

Cobonb ynbibHyCA.

- Ecnm 6bi1 310 66110 TaK, Mbl Obl HE pasroBapMBanu.

lecc npourHopmpoBsan yaap.

- Mbl pasgenvm 4ncno NOpoBHY, NN caeNKa ByaeT pacToOprHyTa.

- Ja. Xopolwo, - HeTepnenmeo ckazan Cobonb. - Mbl yxe obcyannm ycnosus.

B peanbHocTM POKOT BepHY/icA Ha BanKoH.

- Mbl fOMKHbI MATK, - NPOLWENTaN OH, NOTAHYB €€ 3a PyKy. ApMa nokayana ronosoi. Tenepb
OHa He MOorna nepecTaTtb CAyLWaThb.

- Kak ckopo Bbl byaete rotoBbl? - cnpocun Cobonb ecca.

- Hepena Ha 3anpaBKy M NOrpysky Kopabnen, a TakKe Ha OpraHn3aumio... OCTaBLUMNXCS B XKUBbIX.
N36paHHbIX.

Co601b KMBHYA, 3a4YMUMBO NS48 Ha TPABAHUCTYIO PAaBHUHY

- BocembcoT yenoBek, - ckaszan oH cebe. 3aTem OH NoBepHyAcs K leccy. - YT1o Tbl bByaewb genatb
C OCTaNbHbIMW CBOMMMU rpaXkgaHamu?

Kpacka cowna c amua lecca.

- Y710 A Mo2y C HUMU caenaTb? MM CKaXKyT KAaTb BTOPOro pa3BepTbiBaHUA.

l'y6bl Cobons pacTaHynch B ynblbKe.

- Tbl XKe 3Haellb, YTO BTOPOro pa3BepTbiBaHUA He byaeT. ITO e ANHCTBEHHbIN Nepexoa.

- f-TO 3Halo, - HanpAXeHHOo cKka3an lecc. - Ho oHU HeT.

KoneHn Apuun noaorHynucb, ee nneyo ynepnocb B nneyo Jime. Mecc n Cobonb cobupanuco
BbIOpaATb, KTO OTNPaBUTCA C HUMU. KTo ByaeT wums, a KTo ympem. OHa He Morna AblwaTtb, ee
TOLWHMNO. TOWHMNO OT TOrO, C KaKMm Be3pasnnymem oHM obCyKaanmnm BO3MOXKHOCTb OCTaBUTb Nt0AEN
nosaaum.
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PoKOT Kpenue cxKan ee pyky.

- Apus, Tbl AO/IKHA OCTaHOBUTbLCA!

B Kopuaope nocAbllwanncb Kakue-to 3BYKM. OHa HanpArnacb, 6eras no KomaHgam, 4Tobbl
BbIKOUYNTL Bu3op.

- Ctoga! - 3aKkpumyan KTo-TO.

POKOT BbITalWmA HOX. ApuA ycCabiwana riyxon yaap nJedva, OTKPbIBalOWeEro ABepb, a 3aTem
TpecKk aepesa 0 KameHb. B TemHoTe KOMHaTbl J/IMB OHa 3ameTua Kakoe-To ABuKeHue. YepHaa BoaHa
06pyLIMAACh Ha HUX.

OHa nonsaTunacb, BO3ACb C CyMKOW. Ee Horm ygapuancb o GaNKOHHYI CTeHy, Korga OHa
3acyHyna Busop rnyboko B KOXaHyt cymky. Larm npubamkanuch, a 3aTem NOABUANUCH CTPAKHUKM,
Kpu4a um, 4ytobbl oHM oTCTyNMAK. CTaNb CBEPKana B NOSYMpPaAKe.

JlvB BbITaWMNA U3 HOXKEH CBOM Noay-meyd 1 obowna PokoTa.

- lns! - 3a0pan oH.

CTpaKHUWK B Wneme noaHan apbanet, octaHaBAnBas ee. OHa CTOANA B HECKO/IbKUX LLArax nepes,
Apuein n Pokotom, rotoBas HaHecTu yaap. CtpaxkHukn Cobons BoLWAM BHYTPb, 06pa3oBaB KpacHo-
YepHYIo CTEHY Nonepek WUPOoKoro nopora. OHM OKa3ancb B I0BYLLKE Ha BaIKoHe.

Bce 6b1n10 TMXO, 6€3MONIBHO, €CAN He cYMTaTb POBHbIX, HeToponamBbix waros. Jllogn Cobons
OTCTYNWAK B CTOPOHY, KOTAa OH Bbilen Bnepea. Apua He 3ameTuna u cnefa yamBieHUa Ha ero uue.

- OKynap y AeBYLUKM, - CKa3aN OAMH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB. - 1 BUAEN, KaK OHa NOJIOXKMAA €ro B CYMKY.

XonoaHbl 1 cocpepoTodeHHbI B3rnag Cobona nepemectunca Ha Hee. ApuA Kpenye cxKana
CYMKY.

- fl B3/1a ero, - cKkasana Jlus, Bce elle cTos B 60eBO cTOMKe.

- 3Hat. - Cobonb caenan war Bnepea, ero rpyap B3AblManacb, KOraa OH BAbIXan BO3ayx. - A
NOHAN, YTO Tbl Nepegymana, Onmsma. Ho a Hageancs, 4to Tbl He Byaelwb AeNCTBOBATb B COOTBETCTBUM
C 3TUM.

- OTnycTn ux, - ckasana Jlme. - [ycTb yXo4AaT, A OCTAHYCb.

PokoT Hanpsrca pagom c Apue.

- lus, HeT!

Cobonb npourHopuposan ero.

- C yero Tbl B3A/1a, YTO A X04y, 4TObbI Tbl OCTanack? Tbl 06oKpana meHsa. U Tol Bbibpana gpyroro.
- OH nocmoTpen Ha PoKoTa. - Ho pelweHne MorKeT bbITb HangeHo. BO3MOXKHO, y TebA CINWKOM MHOTO
BapuaHTOB.

Cobonb BbixBaTM apbaneT y YenoBeKa, CTOABLLEro PAAOM C HUM, MU HanpaBwua ero Ha PoKkoTa.

- Qymaewsb, 3T0 YTO-HUOYAb U3MEHUT? - CNPOCK POKOT KECTKMM roN1I0COM. - HeBaXKHO, Ymo Tbl
caenaewsb. OHa HUKOrAa He byaeT TBOew.

- Tl Tak Aymaewb? - cnpocun Cobonb. OH Kpenye cKan opyrKue, roTOBACb CTPeNATb.

- Het! - Apua nepebpocmna cymKy yepes cTeHy. - Ecnm Tbl xodewb BepHyTb CmapTBuM30p,
MOK/AHUCH, YTO HE NPUYMHULWL emy Bpeda. [oKNAHUCL Nepen CBOMMWU NOAbMW, YTO He caenaellb
aToro, nam A ee cbpouy.

- MoceneHKa, ecnu Tbl 3TO caenaewwb, A yobio Bac oboux.

/i pBaHyna Bnepen, pasmaxHyBlwMcb medyom. Cobonb npuuenmnca u sbictpenun. Crpena
BblnieTena us apbaneta. /ins otnetena Hasag u ynana.

Ee Teno ygapunocb O KaMHM C TOLWHOTBOPHbIM CTYKOM, KaK TAMKENbI1 MELOK C 3epHOM,
HpOoLLEHHbIM HA 3eMAt0. 3aTeM OHa 3aTUXNa.

PeanbHocTb 6blna cnomaHa. B Hel cnayumnca rniok, kak B8 Mupax. /ius He aguranacb. OHa
nexana scero B ware ot Hor Apun. OT PokoTa. Ee annHHbIe cBeT/ble BONOCbI PacnnacTanncb Ha ee
rpyaun. CKBO3b 30710TUCTblE NpAAn ApuA yBuaena 60T, YTO BOH3MICA B Hee. TeMHO-KpacHaa KPOBb
pacTekancb No ee pyballKe uBeTa CIOHOBOM KOCTMU.

OHa ycnbiwana, Kak PokoT oxHyn. CTpaHHbIN 3BYK. Kak nochegHuin B340X.
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MoTom OHa npeacTaBuna, 4To byaeT panblie.

PoKoT HanageT Ha Cobona, U He BaXKHO, YTO 3TO He BepHeT JIne. He BaXKHO, YTO NONYAIOKMHA
BOOPYKEHHbIX NtoAel CTOAT pAaom ¢ Ux KpoBHbIM BoXAeM. POKoT nonbiTaetca youtb Cobona. Ho oH
byaet youT, ecnm oHa He caenaet Y4To-HMbyab celivac.

OHa caenana Bbinag. O6xsaTve PoKoTa pykamu, OHa NOTAHyNAa ero 3a cobow Hasapg, yepes
6aNKOHHYIO CTEHY. 3aTEM OHM MOMa/M B HEBECOMOCTb M NaZanu, Naganu, naganv B TEMHOTY.
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I'nasa 33. IEPETPHUH

- 3abyapb o Hel, - npowenTtana Knppa, rnaga Ha Hero cHU3y Beepx. - OHa yuwna.

Ee 3anax ygapun MNeppun B HOC. XPYNKNM OCEHHUI apomaT. JINCTbA, KOTOPbIe PAcCbiNainUCh Ha
3a3ybpeHHble KYyCOYKM. He TOT 3anmax, HO OH NOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Ky/laku pas*anucb. Ero nanbubl
nernun Ha noscHuuy Kuppsbl. Ha Teno, KoTopoe ouyLanoch He Tak, Kak OH xoTen. YyBCTBOBasa /v OHa,
KaK ApoXKaT ero nanblbl?

- Neppwu... - npowenTana Kuppa, ee 3anax notennen. OHa 06an3Hyna rybbl M NnocmoTpena Ha
Hero, CBEPKHyYB rnasamu. - Al ToxKe He oXuaana 3Toro.

Ero oxBaTun ApocTHbIN ronoa. CepaeyHana 60nb CTy4ana B ero rpyan, CNoBHO pasbuBatowmecs
BOJIHbI.

- Oxunpgana.

OHa noKa4vana ronoBou.

- A npMwna croaa He 3a 3TMM. Ham 6bino Bbl XOpOLWO BMECTe, - CKa3asla OHa. 3aTeM ee pyKu
OKa3a/Mcb Ha Hem. bbicTpble, xonoaHble Nanbupl Npoberkann no ero rpyaun. 3ackonb3vam no ero
¥uBoTy. OHa nNpuABMHYNacb GAMMKE, MPUMKMMAACL K HEemMy BCeM Te/NioOM, W MNOTAHyNacb, YTOObI
nouenoBaTb ero.

- Knppa.

- 3amonuu, Meppwu.

OH B3N ee 3a 3aMACTbA U OTBEN PYKU.

- Her.

OHa BCTafNa Ha NATKWU U yCTaBWUIacb Ha ero rpyab. OHM TaK M CTOANU, He ABurascb. He rosopuau.
Ee rHeB BCMbIXHY/N KakK OroHb, 6arpoBbii, 06XKuraoLwmii. 3aTem OH NOYYBCTBOBA/ €€ PELIMMOCTb, ee
KOHTPO/1b, MOKA OHa OCTbIBasa W OCTbIBasa, MOKPbIBASACb NeAAHON KOPKOW.

Meppw ycnbiwan nai Ha Tpone Beaylwein K nasxy. OH coBcem 3abbin npo bnoxy. OH coBcem
3abbin 0 Haasuratowencsa bype. Ha cekyHay oH 3abbi/l, KAKOBO 3TO... ObITb OPOLLEHHbIM.

CTpaHHO, HO celyac OH 4yBCTBOBa/ cebs cnokoiHo. He umeno 3HaveHuda, 6bina v Apusa B
COTHAX MUNb OTCOAA, MPUYMHUAG N OHA emy Bo/b, Nonpowanacb N, UAK YTO-TO ewe. HMYTo He
MOT10 U3MEHUTb ero 4yscTBa. HEBO3MOKHO Obl/I0 UTHOPMPOBATb MbICAU O HeW, UK BbiTb ¢ Knppoii.
B TOoT momeHT, Koraa Apus B3sila ero 3a pyky Ha Kpbiwe y MappoHa, oHa Bce nameHuna. Yto 6bl Hu
CNy4ynnochb, OHa Bcerga byaer e AMHCTBEHHON.

- MHe o4eHb Xanb, Knppa, - ckasan oH. - MHe He cnefoBano NpmMxoauTb coaa.

Kunppa norkana nneyamu.

- Nepexusy. - OHa NoBepHyNachb, YTobbl YIATK, HO ocTaHoBMAACb. OHa ornsHynach, yablb6asack. -
Ho Tbl AOMKEH 3HATb, YTO A BCerga noJyyato To, YTO Xouy.
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I'nasa 34. APUA

Apua yxe netana paHowe B Mwupax. bbino 3m0poBo, naputb 6e3 3aboT, He ouwyuwas
cobcTBeHHOro Beca. JleTaTb 6bl10 BCe paBHO, YTO cTaTb BeTpom. Ceiyac e 06 3TOM HU4Yero He
HanoMuHano. CTpax U NaHMKa oxBaTuaum ee. Mo mepe TOro Kak 3MenHas peKa CTaHOBWAACb BCe
b6AunKe, ee e AMHCTBEHHOM MbICNbIO... 8CEM, O YEM OHA MOrNa AymaTb, 6bin10 - deprams PokoTa.

TBepaan, Kak KaMeHb, BOAa Bpe3asiacb B Hee, a 3aTeM BCe NPOM30LIN0 0gHOBpPeEMEHHO. Kaxkaan
KOCTOYKa B ee Tene coaporHynacb. POKOT BbipBanca M3 ee XBaTkU, M TbMa NOrNOTUIA €€, BbITECHASA
BCE MbICAKM M3 ronoBbl. OHa He 3Hana, bblna M OHa BCe elle Ha 3TOM cBeTe... Oblla 1N BCe eLle KUBa,
NMoKa He yBuaena mepuatoLwmii ceet Ipupa, 30BYLLUI ee HAa NOBEPXHOCTb.

Ee pyKku pasKanucb, M OHa, OTTA/IKMBAACb HOramu, Npobupanacb CKBO3b BOAY Ha NOBEPXHOCTb.
Xonoa, NpoH3un ee Mblwubl M rnasa. OHa Oblna CAUWKOM TAXENoK, CAUWKOM meaneHHon. Ee
ofeXKAa, HAMOKHYB, TAHY/Na ee BHM3, MU OHa NOYYBCTBOBANA, KaK peMeHb CyMKM 0BBUNCA BOKPYr ee
Tanun. Apua cxBaTuia ero M cTasa BCnAbiBaTb. Kaxablh rpeboK AaBancs TAXKeNo, CN0BHO 3TO 6bin
3annbiB B TpAAcMHe. OHa BbIHbIPHY/1a Ha NMOBEPXHOCTb U caenana rnybokuii Baox.

- PokoT! - 3a0pana oHa, BrAaabiBasch B Bo4y. Peka Ha NOBePXHOCTM BbIrnAgeNa CNOKOMHON, HO
TeyeHune 6b110 CUNbHbBIM.

HanonHue nerkne Bo3gyxom, oHa HblpHYAa, OTY4aAHHO Mwa ero. OHa He Morna BUAETb AaNblue,
yem Ha HecKoJibKo pyToB nepes coboii, Ho 3aMeTua ero, NJbIBYLLEro PAAOM, CIUMHON K Hell.

OH He rpeb.

MaHWKa B3opBanacb BHyTpM Hee. OHa cbpocuna ero ¢ HanKoHa.

Bapyr oHa ybuna ero...

Bopyr oH ymep...

OHa noannbina K Hemy, CxBaTu/a 3a NOAMbIWKX U noTawmna HaBepx. OHM BbIHbIPHYAN, HO
Tenepb e’ NPUXOAUNOCb OTTaNIKMBATbCA CuUbHee. Ero Bec Gbin orpomeH, U OH 06MAK B ee pyKax,
MepPTBbIM rPy30M Talla ee Nog BoAay.

- PokoT! - Bbl4OXHYNa OHa, MbiTaACb yAep)KaTb ero Haz BoAoM. Xonoa 6bin xyawee, 4To OHa
Korga-nnmbo ucnbiTbiBana, BOH3aACb B €€ Mblllbl, KaK TbicA4a ura. - PokoT, nomorn mHe! - OHa
rNOTHY/1A BOAbI U 3aKawwnanacb. OHM NPoAoXKaNAM TOHYTb. [poaoaKanu onyckaTbea Bce rnybixe.

OHa He morna roBopuTb. Apma Hallynana ronyto Koy Ha ero wee. «PokoT, noxanyncra. f He
Mory caenatb 370 6e3 Tebal»

OH B34pOrHY/, CNOBHO OYHY/ICA OT KOLIMApPa, BblPbIBASICb U3 €€ PYK.

Apus BbIHbIPHY/IAa Ha MNOBEPXHOCTb M CTajla OTKAWAMBATLCA OT PEYHON BOAbl, NbITAAChb
OTAbIWATbCA.

PoKoT nonabin npoyb OT Hee. [lo/KHO BbiTb, OHa cxoauT ¢ yma. OH HUKOrA4a He OCTaBAAN ee.
3aTem OHa yBUAENA TEMHbIA CUAYIT, NAbIBYLWNIA K HUM NO TeYeHUto. Ha Kakyto-To MppaLmnoHanbHyto
CeKyHAay el nokasanocb, 4To Cobosb Nnocnegosan 3a HUMM, HO NOTOM ee rnasa cHOKyCMPOBaUCL U
OHa NOHANA, YTO 3TO ynasLuee 6peBHO. POKOT BLENUACA B HErO.

- Apusa! - OH NOTAHYACA K HEW N NPUTAHYA K cebe.

Apus cxBaTmaacb 3a 6pPeBHO, C/IOMaHHblE BETKU BNUAUCL B €€ OHemMeBLINe pPyKU. OHa He morna
YHATb APOXb, COTPACaBLIY ee U3HYTPU. OHM NPONAbIAM NOL4 MOCTOM M MOHEC/IUCb MUMO OO0MOB,
CToAWMX BAOMb bepera, TEMHbIX U HENOABWUMKHbBIX B [/TYXON HOUM.

- CMWKOM X0N04HO, - CKa3ana oHa. - Mbl 4o/1*KHbI BbIbpaTbca oTcoaa. - Ee yentoctn apoxkanm
TaK CU/IbHO, YTO C/10Ba ObINM eABa Pa3/INYUMbI.

OHM BMecTe nonnblnM K bepery, HO OHa He MOHMMana, Kak MM 3To yaaetca. OHa yxe
NMPaKTUYEeCKM He 4yBCTBOBana Hor. Korga WX HOMM yAapuaucb O FPaBUIHOE PYC/I0 PEKU, OHU
oTnycTUAM 6peBHO. POKOT OOHAN ee pyKOM, M OHWM NOWAM Aanblle, LEnNAacb ApPyr 3a ApYra,
BO3BPALLAACh K PEaIbHOCTU C KaXKAbIM LUArom.

Jlns.
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Jlns.

Jlus.

OHa elLe He cmoTpena Ha nnuyo PokoTa. OHa 6osnack TOro, YTo YyBUAMT.

Korga OHM BbIWAW M3 PeKM Ha Cylly, OHa BHE3anHOo CTana BecuTb TbicAYy ¢yHTOB. Kakum-To
06pa3om oHM ¢ POKOTOM, CnOTbIKaACb, C TPYAOM NOAHANMCL Ha beper, noagepKueaa Apyr Apyra.
OHM NPOLINU MEXKAY ABYMS AO0MaMMU, NepPeceknn nose n yraybunmcb B ec 3a HUM.

Apua He 3Hana, Kyaa OHW HanpasnasatoTca. OHa He morna matn npamo. OHa 6bina He B
COCTOAHMM AyMaTb, U ee Wwarn bblnn HeTBepPAbIMU.

- Xoabba 60nblie He corpeBaeT. — ITO Obl/ ee roNoc, HO HEBHATHbIM, U OHa He Aymana, YTo B
3TOM eCTb CMbICN. 3aTeM OHAa OKas3asnacb Ha OOKy B BbICOKOW TpaBe. OHa He Morna BCMOMHWUTb, Kak
ynana. OHa c}Kanacb B KOMOK, NbITasACb OCTaHOBUTb 60/1b, MPOH3MBLLYIO €€ MbiLULbl U CEPALLE.

Hapg Helt BO3HMK PoOKOT. Ha MrHoBeHwe OH Wcye3, U BCce, YTO OHAa yBugena, bbin Ioup,
CTPYALLMIACA MOTOKAMW Hag, HeMl.

Apua xoTena noitu 3a HUM. OHa He XxOoTesla 0CTaBaTbCA OAHA, U BCE, YTO OHa YyBCTBOBana bbiNo
00uHoyecmsom. Eii Hy»XXHO Bbl/Io MECTO € pe3HbIM COKO/IOM Ha NOAOKOHHMKE. EN HY»KHO 6b1710 MecTo,
KOTOPOMY OHa NpuHagneskana.

Korga oHa OTKpbina rnasa, TOHKME BETBU [OEPEBbEB KAYHY/IUCb HaZ HEW, U nepsble Nyyu
paccBeTa OKpacunm Hebo. Ee ronosa nokownacb Ha rpyau PokoTa. Ux ykpbiBano tonctoe rpyboe
oAeAno, Tensioe u NaxHyliee NowWwaabHo.

OHa cena, Kaxablh MyCKyn ee Tena Hbln, ApPOXKan oT cnaboctn. Ee Bonockl Bce ewe 6bian
BNAXKHbIMM Mnocne pekn. OHM HaxoaMAUCb B NOWMHE Hebonbworo ospara. [oaKHO 6biTb, PokoT
nepeHec ee ctoga, NoKa oHa cnana. Mnm 6bina 6e3 cosHaHMA. Henoaaneky Taen Koctepok. Mx KypTku
1 6OTUHKM BblIN BbICTAaBAEHbI ANA CYLLKW.

PoKoT cnan ¢ markon ynbibKoi Ha rybax. Ero Koxka 6bin1a camwkom 6negHoit. OHa NOMHUAAG, Kak
OH BbIrnagen. Apua He 6blna yBepeHa, KOraa oHa CHOBa YBUAMUT €ro Y/blOKy.

OH 6bin NpekpaceH, 1 310 bbl/1I0 HecnpaBea/nBO.

OHa cy0pOXKHO B3A0XHYA.

- PoKoT, - cka3ana oHa.

OH 6e3MO0NBHO NOAHANCA HA HOTU. BHE3ANHOCTb €ro ABMXEHWUIN UCMyrana ee, U OHA 3afanacb
BOMNPOCOM, CMaa M OH BoobLe.

OH yCTaBWMACA HA Hee HeBMAAWMM B3rnagom. CmoTpen ckeo3b Hee. OHa MOMHMAA, 4TO
yyBCTBOBaNa ceba TaK e, Korga ymepsna ee mama. besyyactHo. CNnOBHO BCe, YTO OHa BUAEN],
BbIFAAENO0 NO-APYromy. 3a OAMH AEeHb BCA €€ KM3Hb M3MEeHUNacb. Bce... OT oKpyxKatowero mmpa Ao
TOr0, YTO OHa YyBCTBOBA/IA BHYTPW... CTA/I0 HEY3HABAEMbIM.

Apus BcTana. Eit xotenocb 06HATL ero M pblgatb BMecTe ¢ HUM. «OTgalt ee MmHel», xoTenocb
KPUKHYTb eil. Omodali mHe 60sb. 1038016 MHe 3abpame ee y mebs.

PokoT oTBepHynca. OH B3AN KYPTKY, NOTYLIW OFOHb U NOLWEN Aanblue.

OHM nocnewmnnm ocTaBuUTb 3MENHYIO PeKy No3aau, Korga CcTasn Haasuratbca obnaka, 6pocas
NATHUCTYIO TEHb Ha nec. MpaBoe KoneHo ApUKM NyAbCUMPOBANO... AOIKHO ObiTb, OHA PacTAHYAa ero
npu nageHun ¢ 6ankoHa, HO OHM He MOrAM OcCTaHoBUTbCA. Cobonb byaeT npecnenoBatb MX. Mm
HY»KHO 6bino ybpatbcAa noganbwe ot Kpas n HaitTn 6e3onacHoe mecTto. 3To 6bln0 BCE, O YeM OHa
nossosiana cebe AymaTtb. Bce, 4TO OHa morna caenatb.

OHW wan BAONb rpebHA N OCTAaHOBUAWUCL MOCNE MONYAHA B FYCTOM COCHOBOM polle. 3MenHas
peKka u3BMBanacb MO AO/NMHE BHM3Y, BOAA KOJbIXanacb, Kak yelwysa. Baoaneke oHa yBuaena cTeHy
noAHMMAlOLWLEeroca 4YepHoro AbiMa. Euie oAWH y4yacTok 3emau, onycToweHHbid bypeit. 3dup
CTaHOBMACA BCe 6onee MOLHbIM. H1 y KOro He MOr/10 HbITb HUKAKNMX COMHEHUI.

PokoT 6pocmn cymky Ha 3emnto u cen. CerofHA OH elle HWM pas3y He 3aroBopua. He ckasan Hu
cnosa.

~137~



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

- 1 Aymaio ocmoTpeTbCA, - CKasana oHa. - A paneko He ynay. - OHa ywna passefatb UX
mectononoxeHne. C OAHOM CTOPOHbI WX 3alUMULLAN CNAHLUEBbIM CKAOH. C Apyron CTOPOHbI -
HenpoxoguMmasa cKana. EcnaM  KTo-TO npuaetr 3a HUMMM, OHM MOAYYaT npexaeBpeMeHHoe
npeaynpexaeHue.

Korga oHa BepHynacb, To obHapyxuna cropbuslueroca PoKoTa, cMAEBLWIErO Ha KOJIEHAX U
06XBaTMBLUETO r0I0BY pyKamu. Cnesbl TEKM NO ero WeKam M CKaTblBaJInCb C Nog60pOoAKa, HO OH He
Asuranca. Apva HUKoOrga He Buaena, Ytobbl KTO-TO Tak nnakan. Tak Tuxo. Kak ByaTo OH Jae He
OCO3HaBa/, 4YTo Aenaer 3To.

- A 3pecb, POKOT, - cka3ana oHa, cagAaAcb pAAOM C HUM. - Pagom.

OH 3akpbin rnasa. OH HUYero He OTBETUA.

BugeTtb ero Takmm, 66110 601bHO. E XOTENOCH KPUYATL A0 OA4YPU, HO OHA HE MOT/Ia 3aCTaBUTb
ero 3arosopuTb. Korga oH 6yget rotos, oHa bygeT pagom.

ApuAa pgoctana M3 CyMKM 3anacHyto pybalKy v pasopBana ee Ha nonocku. OHa nepesAsana
KoneHo un ybpana cBou BelLM, a MOTOM €M HMYEro He OCTABaNOCh AeNaTb, KPOMe KaK CMOTPETb, KaK
cepale PokoTa UCTeKaeT KpOBbO Y Hee Ha r/1asax.

MNepen ee mMbiCIEHHbIM B3OPOM BO3HMK 06pa3 J/Ine, COHHO ynblbaloLWenca U cnpalmnBatoLe:
«Tbl NTMLA UAKM MOM BpaT?»

ApuAa 3a)Kana poT pykor M nononsna npoyb. OHa MeTHyNaCcb MMMO KYCTOB W [EpPEeBbEes,
HY»Aa5Cb B PAaCCTOAHUM, NOTOMY YTO OHA HE MOTF/1a MJ1IaKaTb MOYa, OHa He caenaeT xXy»Ke PoKoTy.

/lus ponkHa Gblna 3aBTPa BbIATU 3aMyXK, MM OHA AO0/IKHa Obina ybexkaTb ¢ Pokotom. OHa
A0/MKHa 6blna cTaTb noapyrom ana Apmn. Tak MHOrO BCEro MCYe30 3a O4HY CEKYHAY.

Apus BcnomHuna, Kak boina B ctonoBon ¢ Cobonem. B pyke y Hee Obl/l HOX, U OHa MOrNa
CNOKOMHO BOTKHYTb ero emy B weto. OHa HeHaBuaena ceba 3a To, YTo He caenana atoro. OHa fO/KHA
6blna youTs ero Torga

[nasa onyxau, ronoBa pacKkasbiBasiacb, U OHa 3axpomana obpaTHO K PokoTy. OH cnan, Nonoxus
rONI0BY Ha CYMKY.

OHa pgoctana CmapTeM3op M Nogasuia BONHY HOBbIX cne3. Ecam 6ol /I He yKpana ero, bbina
6bl OHa Bce elle *KnBa? bblna 6bl OHa KMBa, ecnun 6bl Apua BepHyna Busop Cobonto Ha 6ankoHe?

Ee TowHMno npu mbicam o BcTpede lecca n Cobona. Mx caenka oTnpaBmuTbCca BMecTe K AcHomy
Heby o3Hayana oTBepHYTbHCA OT HONLLWIOro KOANMYECTBA HEBUHHbIX Ntogein. OHa 3agymanack o Korte,
Kanebe n octanbHbIX CBOUX ApYy3bAX. ByayT n oHW BbIBpaHbI, YTOObI OTNPaBUTLCA TyAa? A Kak HacyeT
Meppwn, YronbKa u nogen MNoTtoka? A Kak HacyeT BCeEX OCTaNbHbIX? EAMHCTBO NPOMCXOAMA0 CHOBA, U
3TO 6b1N10 HoNee yKaCcHO, YeM BCe, YTO OHa cebe npeacTasaana.

Mbicnb 0 TOM, 4YTO OHa yBuAauT lecca, 3acTaBunia ee XKenyaoK CKaTbCA, HO el 3To bblno
Heobxogmmo. OHa cBaszana ero ¢ Cobonem. OHa BHecna CBOO /IENTY B TO, YTOObI MOMOYb €MY HANTH
AicHoe Hebo. Tenepb emy Hy»XHO 6b1210 BbIMNOJIHUTL CBOKO YACTb CAENKU, U €C/IM OH NoABeAEeT ee, OHa
ceaxkeTcs ¢ CopeHom. Eih 6b110 BCce paBHO, Kak 3To npou3ongeT. Ei Hy»KHO 6bl10 BepHYTb KorTa.

Mynbc y4yacTmnca, Korga oHa npunoxuna CmapTteusop. buotexHonorna 3apaboTana,
npuKpennaacb K ee rnasHuue. OHa yBMAeNa, YTO 3anucu ucyesnu. Ha sKkpaHe oCTanucb TO/IbKO
MKOHKK ['ecca n CopeHa. OHa TKHy/1a Ha MKOHKY lecca u ctana *¥aatb. OH He npuwen.

3atem oHa nonbITanacb goctyvatbca Ao CopeHa. OH TOXKe He NoKasasca.
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I'raBa 35. [IEPET'PUH

Mo3xke MNeppn NogHANCA Ha Kpblilly CBOEro Aoma M Habawgan, Kak B Hebe KpyxKutca doup.
Mocne yxoaa Knppbl OH HbIPHYN B OKeaH, YTobbl CMbITb C cebs ee 3anax. OH npoaupanca CKBO3b
BOJIHbI 40 TeX NOop, NOKa ero naeym He 3aHblIW, a 3aTeM BepHY/AcA B noceneHue. Ero Teno ycrano m
OHeMeNo, 3aTo NPOSACHMIACL FON0Ba.

MPUCNOHMB FONIOBY K Yepenuue, OH BCe ellle YyBCTBOBA/l BO/IHEHME OKeaHa. 3aKpblB rnasa, oH
NOrpy3nncs B CMyTHble BOCNOMUHAHUA.

OH BCNOMHMUA, KaK OTeLl, 0gHaXKAabl B3AN ero ¢ cobon Ha oxoTy. OHM Bbliv TONIbKO BABOEM, U 3TO
6b110 B TOT AeHb, Korga poaunca Korotb. MNeppu 66110 oanHHagUaTh. JeHb 6bia TenabiM, Ay NErKUiA,
Kak gblxaHue, BeTepok. OH BCMOMHWA 3BYK LIAroB OTLA, TAXE/bIX U YBEPEHHbIX, KOr4a OHM WAW MO
necy.

MpoLw/I0 HECKOIBKO YacoB, npexae Yem [eppu NOHAN, YTO OTEL, HUKOFO He BbICEKMBAET U He
obpallaeT BHUMAHMA Ha 3anaxun. Bapyr oH pe3ko 0CTaHOBUACA M ONYCTU/ICA Ha KoneHu, rnaga Meppum
B [/1a3a TaK, KaK genan ato peako. ConHeyHble 6AMKN nnscanmn Ha ero nby. 3aTem oH cKasan Meppw,
4yTo Nt060Bb NOAO0OHA BO/IHAM B MOpPE, MHOTAA HEXHbIM WU J06pbIM, @ MHOTAA, FPYObIM U YXKACHbIM,
HO OHa BecKoHeYHa 1 cuibHee, Yem HeBO 1 3eMNa N BCe MeXAy HUMM.

- OgHaxAabl, - CKasan oTel, - A HaAekCb, Tbl MoMMeLb. M Haaetch, Tbl MPOCTULLD MEHS.

Meppwn 3HAN, KakoBO 3TO, Koraa Teba o0a0neBaloT TPEBOXKHbIE MbICAWM Mepes CHOM O
coBeplueHHOoM owmnbke. HeT Hnuero 6onee 601e3HEHHOTO, YEM NPUYMHUTL BOJIb TOMY, KOTO NH06ULLb.
M3-3a Balina, ocosHan lMNeppu, oH Bce noHAsA. Kak bbl OH HU cTapanca, 6biBann BpemMeHa, Koraa OH He
MOT OCTaHOBUTbL rpyboe 1 yxkacHoe. [1o OTHOLLEHMIO K ero KnaHy. K Apuun. K ceoemy bparty.

OTKUHYBLUMCb CMNUHOM Ha YepenuyHY Kpbilly, OH PELn, YTO Mom AeHb, O KOTOPOM roOBOPUN
ero otey, 6bin cerogHA. CeroaHs sevyepom. MNpsamo cenyac. M oH npocTma.

Bypa paspasunacb euwe A0 paccBeTa, BbipBaB e€ro M3 r1yboKoro, CNoOKOWMHOro cHa. ¢éup
BpalLanca Mo cnupanun, ApyYe, 4em OH Koraa-nmbo Buagen. lNeppu nogHANcA Ha Horu. Koxy
NOKaNblBano, eakuin 3anax bbin peskMm m yaywnmsebim. Ha 3anage ¢ Heba cnyckanacb BOPOHKA,
pa3BopaunBancb K 3emne. MPOH3UTeNbHbIA BM3TM OFNYLWWA €ero, Koraa OHa ygapwna U BepHynachb
obpatHo. OH yBMAEen euwe oA4HY BOPOHKY Ha tore, NOTOM ele OAHy. BHe3anmHO HOYb OXuWAa,
NyAbCUpPYA CBETOM.

- Meppw, cnesait ottygal - KPUKHYA FPUH € NnonsHbl BHKU3Y. JllogM B yrKace Bbiberanm ns cBomx
AOMOB U H6EXKanu K KyxHe.

Meppun Bpocunca K nectHuue. Ha nonnyTm BHM3 BCe CTaNo LIOKMpYyOLWe 6enbim, U BO3AyX
3aapoxan. Ero Horn Hanparance. OH NPOMaxHyACs, He NONaB Mo CTyMeHbKe U, KyBblpKaAacb, ynan Ha
3emto.

Ha apyroii cTopoHe nonsHbl adMpHaa BOPOHKa yaapuna B gom Measeas, COTPACCA 3eM0 NOA,
Horamu. leppu CMOTpen, He B CWIaX MOLIEBENWUTbCA, KaK 4Yepenuua Ha Kpbllle B30opBanacb M
NonHyNa. BopoHKa CHOBA 3aKpyTW/ach, Kpbilla OCbiNasacb M ONPOKUHY/Iacb HAaboK. OH BCKOYMA Ha
Horm u nobexan, comBana noaen ¢ Hor.

- Mepggeap! - 3akpuyan oH. - Monnu! - OH BUAEN TONbKO 06NOMKM KamMHA Tam, rae paHblue
6b11M BXOAHAA ABEpPb M OKHO. M3-noa 06,10MKoB coumnnca abim. [ae-To BHYTPU pasropascs OroHb.

Pagom ¢ HUMm noasuaca MpyTuk.

- OHn Tam! A cnbiwy MegeepA!

Moy cobpanncb BOKPYr, B LUOKe HAaba0Aan, KaK Naama BblpblBAETCA U3 TPELWMH ONPOKUHYTOM
Kpbiww. Neppu noiman e3rnag Puda.

- Cobepu Bcex B KyxHe!

XalgeH Hakavan Boay M3 Konogua. /lioan Kuppbl CToAAM No3agn Hee, UX o4eXKaa pa3BeBasiacb
Ha ropaYem, KpyrKallemcs BeTpy.
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- Y70 Tbl XO4elwb, 4Tobbl Mbl caenanu? - CNpocuaa oHa, 3abbiB O BpeMeHu, NpoBeAeHHOM Ha
nase.

- Ham Hy»xHo 60/blue BoApl, - CKa3an oH ei. - 1 nomorute pacymctuTb 3aBan!

- Ecnv mbl caBUMHEM 4YTO-HMOYAb M3 3TOro, OCTa/ibHAA YacTb KPbIWM MOXKET PYyXHYTb, - CKasan
puH.

- Y Hac Het Bblbopa! - 3aBonun Meppu. C KaKpoW CEKYHAOM, KOTOPYHD OHU Tepanwu,
pacnpocTpaHAnca oroHb. OH CXBAaTUACA 32 KAMHW PYXHYBLLEM CTeHbl, OTOpacbiBaa UX OANH 33 APYrUMm,
NMaHMKa HapacTana, Korga »ap OrHA npocaynBancs CKBO3b LWebeHb, 06)uraa ero pyku. OH
4yyBCTBOBaN PAAOM € coboit cBoumx ntoaen n nroaen Knppol.

CeKyHAbl Kasanmcb 4Yacamu. leppu NOAHAN rNasa UM yYBUAEN, KAaK K KyXHE YCTPeMMAachb
BO34YLUHAs BOPOHKA. Yaap oTOPOCKMA ero B CTOPOHY, Ha KoseHU. Koraa BopoHKa BepHynacb B He6o,
OH HECKO/IbKO CeKyHZ, CTOSf/l MOA4Ya, MNbiTascb NpuiTKM B ceba. TpyTMK ycTaBWMACA HA Hero
OTCYTCTBYIOLWMM B3rNA40M, CTPYIMKa KPOBM CTEKA/A MO €ro yxy.

- Neppun! Ciopa! - KpukHyn OTweneHel B AOXMHE LWaros. Xana n XenaeH sbitawman Monnm
yepes wenb B 06/10MKax.

Meppu nogbexkan K Helt. KpoBb coumiacb U3 paHbl Ha ee 16y, HO OHa bbina XuBa.

- OH BCe elle Tam, - CKa3ana OHa.

- Al BbI3BO/IIO ero, Monnuy, - noobelan oH. OH He no3soauT Measeato ymepeTb.

BpaTba OTHEC/NM ee Ha KyxHIo, rae OHa morna noanatatb cebs. Kypa 6ol MNeppu HU KMHyA B30Op,
BE34€ X/1eCTav BOPOHKM.

Henopaneky Kuppa nossana cBoux ntogei Ha KyxHio.

- Mbl NbITanncb, - ckazana oHa emy. OHa NoKana nie4amu u Nowia NpoYb. BOT KaK nerko oHa
OTKa3anacb OT TeX, KTO HyXKAaNca B NOMOLLN. YbA KM3Hb Obla Ha KOHY.

Meppun NOBEPHYNCA K AOMY KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTr4a OCTa/IbHAA YacTb KPbIWW CAOXKMAACH
BHYTPb. BO34yx BbIpBasicA 13 €ro Ierknx, N KPUKKM yrKaca pa3pasnancb BOKPYr Hero.

- Bce KoHueHo, MNeppu. - MpyTUK CXBATWUA €ro 3a PYKy M NOTALLMUA K KYXHE. - Ham Hy»KHO nonacTb
BHYTPb.

Meppwu CTPAXHYAN €ro pyKy.

- fl He ocTasnto ero! - OH 3ameTnn Puda, berywero c Xangom, Ha Apyron ctopoHe noasHbl. OH
3Han, YTO OHM €ero yTawar.

Motom nogbexkan Yronek ¢ MBon, n bnoxa 3anasana y ux Hor. Yronek nocmotpen Ha Meppwm
HENCTOBbIM B3I/ 40M.

- Mo3Bosb MHE Nomoub!

- HeT! - NMeppwn HUKoraa He cTan 6bl PUCKOBATb *KU3HbIO YrosbKa. — OTANpaBAANTECh Ha KyXHio!

Yronek nokaya/n rosioBou.

- A mory nomoub!

- Yronek, HeT! UBa, yBeau ero otcroaal

Ho 6b110 yXe caMwKom no3gHo. YroneKk cnoBHO 6bin yxKe B Apyrom mecte. Ero B3rnag cran
nycTbiM, OH He obpallan BHUMAHUA Ha Xaoc BOKpyr ceba. Koraa oH oTcTynun, ABUrasach K cepeanHe
MONAHbI, ero ranasa Hayaau CBETUTbCA, U BEHbl, HaNOJHEHHble $UPOM, PAaCAPOCTPAHUANCL NO €ro
gy n pykam. MNoTpsaceHHble NPOKAATUA U KPUKKU pa3aannch BoKpyr Meppwu, Koraa gpyrme obpatnau
BHMMaHMe Ha YronbKa... n Ha Hebo.

Hasepxy d¢up camnca B eguHbI MacCUMBHbIA BOAOBOPOT. BOpPOHKa 3aKpyumBasiacb BHU3,
06pasysa cn/ioWHY 6aecTAWyo CTEHY, KOTOpaa OKpy)Kana Yronbka, nornowan ero. Meppu He mor
BbIMOJIBUTb HM c/1oBa. OH He mor noweBennTbcA. He 3Han, Kak OCTaHOBUTL Yro/ibKa.

BcnbiwKa cBeTa NpoH3MAa rnasa octpoi 6onbto, ocnenus ero. OH OTAeTen Hasazg M ynana Ha
3eM/It0, NPU3eMAMBLINCL Ha BOK. B 0XWAaHMW, KOrga ero KoXKa 3aropuTca, OH MPUKPbIA FO0BY
pyKon. fopAYMi nopbiB BeTpa NPOHECCA MUMO HEro, ONPOKMHYB ero Ha CNWHY Ha HECKONbKO L0/rnX
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CEKyHZ, a 3aTem BHEe3anHO B MOCE/NIeHNN BoLapuaachk TUWMHA. OH MOCMOTPEN HaBepX U He Halen
Tam 3dumpa. HackobKo OH mMor BUAETb, HEBO HbIN0 roNYObIM U CNOKONHBIM.

OH nocmoTpen B LEeHTP nonsHbl. ManeHbkas GUrypka cBepHynacb B Kpyre CBEPKatoLLMX yraen.
CnoTblIKasch, Meppu noabexkan K Hell. Yronek nexkan MepTBEHHO HENOABUMKHbIW U FONbli, ero Lwarnka
ncyesna, BONOC He 6bINo, rpyab OCTaBaNacb HEMOABUMKHOM.
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I'naBa 36. APUA

- MHe Hazo HalTu gpyroi nyTb K MOTOKY, - CKaszana Apus Ha cieayollee yTpo, obHMMan CBOW
ypyaLmii }KMBOT. JIOBYLUKA, KOTOPYH OHA paccTaBMa NPOLWJION HoYbto, Bbina nycTa. - A nospeauna
KOJIeHO, KOr4a Mbl ynanu.

POKOT oTOpBan B3rnag oT KOCTPa, KOTOPbIM OH co3epuan 6e3KmnsHeHHbIMK rnaszammn. OH 40 cux
He NpousHec HW cnosa. OHa NOMbITaNacb BCMOMHUTbL: 3Bajl /I OH €e N0 UMEHM, Koraa OHM bbinn B
3meunHol peke? OHa 6blna HACTONbKO He B cebe OT x0n04a, YTO Tenepb 3agaBasacb BONPOCOM, He
NMoMepeLLnIoCh N e 3TO.

- Mbl moram 6bl NPONALITE YacTb NYTU NO PEKe Ha NoAKe, - NPOAO/IKMUNA OHA. — ITo byaer
PUCKOBAHHO, HO M OCTaBaTbCA 34,€Cb TOXE PUCKOBAHHO. WM, Mo KpaliHel mepe, TaKMM 06pasom Mbl
Aobepemca Tyaa boicTpee.

OHa roBopuaa TMXO, HO ee COBCTBEHHbI rON0C Ka3anca el rPOMKUM.

- POKOT... NOXanymncra, CKaXku 4To-HMbYAb. - OHa nogoLna K Hemy v B3Ana 3a pPyKy. «f 3gechb. A
pAgom. MpocTy meHn 3a JInB, NOXKANYNCTA, CKAXKM, YTO Tbl MEHA C/bILLMLLbY.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Hee, ero rnasa noTenienn Ha MrHOBEHUE, NPeXAe YeM OH OTCTPAHMUACA.

OHK BepHYNUCb K 3MEeNHOM peKe, HanpaBAAACb Ha 3anag, npoyb oT Kpas. B TOT e AeHb OHM
Aobpannce g0 pblbauKoro nocenka, rae OHa Hawla AN HUX LWKMPOKY 6apxKy, MAyLWy BHM3 NO
peke. Tptom 6bin 3aBaNeH AWMKAMU U MeLLUKaMK, HabuTbimu ToBapamu. OHa 6bla1a roToBa cpaKaTbCs,
6blna rotoBa Ha Bce, ecnn Cobonb OTMpaBuA AoAer Ha MX MOUCKM, HO KanwuTaH, 4YesioBeK C
06BETPEHHbIM IMLOM MO MMeHU CKuTanel, He 3aZan HUKaKMX BonpocoB. OHa pacniaTmaacb € HUM
OZHWM U3 CBOUX K/IMHKOB.

- Xopowunin KNMHOK, 60XKbsAi KOPOBKA, - CKaszan Ckutaneu. Ero rnasa meTHyaucb K PoKoTty. -
OTpawb MHe gpyrol u A 0TA4aM Bam KatoTy.

OHa 6blna B3BOJ/IHOBaHA, e 6b110 60/1bHO, N Y HEe HE OCTaBaI0Cb TEPMEHUA.

- Ewe pas HasoBelb meHA 60XKbei KOPOBKOM, U A BOMKHY B TebA Apyroun.

CkuTaneu, ynblbHy/ICcA, MOKa3aB pPoOT, NOJIHbIN cepebpAHbIX 3y60oB.

- Jobpo noxkanosaTb Ha 6opT!

Mpexae 4em OHU OTYaNUAK, Apua BHUMATENbHO C/yLWana CNAETHU Ha OXKUBNEHHOW NPUCTAHW.
Cobonb cobpan nervoH nogen n cobpanca MATM ¢ HAMK Ha tor. OHa CAblWwana pasHble MPUYUHDI
aToro. OH XOTen 3aBoeBaTb HOBYO TEPPUTOPUIO; OH OTNPABAANCA Ha NOUCKM FACHOro Heba; OH xoTen
oToMcTUTb CAblwallemy, KOTopbli yoUn ero HeBeCTy BCEro 3a HECKOJIbKO AHel A0 MX cBaabbbl.

Apua npeactaBuna, Kak Cobonb cam pacnpocTpaHseT nocnegHun cnyx. OHa He gymana, yto
CMOXKeT HeHaBUAETb ero 60/blle, HO YCAbILWAB 3TO, 0Ka3a/10Cb, YTO OHA OwKnbanace.

OkaszaBWKUCb Ha 60pPTy, OHU C POKOTOM YCTPOMAUCH MEXKAY MELKaMW, HabUTbIMKU LEepCTbio,
PYIOHAMU KOXM W COXPaHMBLUMMMUCA BELWAMM, TAKMMM KaK LWWHbI U NJACTUKOBble TPYOKW,
co3gaHHbIMK ewe Ao EamHcTBa. Ee nopaswnno, 4to ToproBne HUYTO He Mewano. EN Bce Kasanacb
6ecnonesHbim.

Y Hee 6bin10 owyuieHne, byato oHa 0b6i1afdaeT yKacHoM TaliHo. Mup npuban:Kanca K KoHuy, u
ecnm Fecc n Cobonb A06bLIOTCA CBOErO, TO TO/IbKO BOCEMbCOT YeN0BEK byayT KUTb Aanblue. Kakas-To
4acTb ee XOTesa BbIKPMKHYTb NpeaynpexaeHune Bo BceycblwaHue. Ho Kak aTo nomoxeTt? KTo moxeT
yTo-TO caenatb 6e3 3HaHWUS pacnonoxkeHusa fAcHoro Heba? [pyraa 4yacTb ee Bce ele He Mmoraa
CMMPUTBLCA C TEM, YTO TO, YTO OHa BMAENA — TO, YTO OHa cabiwana ot Cobona n Fecca — morno 6biTh
npasAaoMn.

OHa 3aKpblna rnasa, Korga OHW BbIW/M Ha OTKPbITYHO BoAy, NPUCAYLWIMBAACL K ro/j0cam
KOMaHAbl M CKpUNy aepeBAHHOro Kopabnsa. C KaxablM 3BYKOM €l CTAaHOBWU/IOCb BCE Xye M3-3a
PokoTa
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Korga Bce ctuxno, Apua HaTsHy/1a NanbTO HA rON0BY M CHOBA pelunna ogeTb Cmapteusop. OHa
He Tepana Hagexabl focTy4atbea o Mecca unm CopeHa. OHa He MOr/la OTKa3aTbCA OT MbICAU BEPHYTb
KorTa Meppw.

Hu l'ecc, Hn CopeH He oTBeTMAU. OHa cyHyna Busop obpaTHO B cymKy. OHM UTHOPUpPOBAK ee
WKW YTO-TO cnyumnoch ¢ Mpesoi? OHa He Morna nepectatb AyMaTb O r1toKax B Mupax. YT1o, ecnm oHa
notepsasia KOHTAKT C HUMK, NOTOMY YTO MoBpexaeHua B pese cTanu eue xyxe? YT1o, ecnm oHa
pywutca? OHa He morna OTpuUUATb TaKyk BO3MOXMHOCTb. OHa BMAEna, 4YTo CAy4nmnocb ¢ pesoi
OCEHblO, KOrga OHa UCKana mamy.

BcTpeBokeHHasa, Apma NonoXKuna ronosy Ha naedvo PokoTa Habnogan, Kak HaBepxy BpalwaeTca
3dup. XonoaHbln BeTep Ayn BAONAb 3MENHOM PEKK, Bbi3biBad OHEMEHME ylwel U Hoca. POKOT 06HAN
ee 3a nneyn. OHa NpuABMHYNacb 6aAMKe, YCNOKOEHHAs 3TUM MaJIeHbKMM 3HAKOM, YTO OH BCe elle
34ecb, rae-To noA naHumpem ckopbu u monyaHua. OHa Hawna ero pyky, roBopa ¢ HUM 6e3 cnos,
HaAencCb, YTO MO KpalHeN Mepe TaK OH CMOMKET YC/bIlWaTh ee.

OHa noobeuwana emy, 4To caenaeTr BCe, YTOObl YMEHbLWMWTb €ro CTPagaHUA, U 3aMOJYaB,
nogoxaana, ybeper num oH pyKy. Ero nanbupl nepensenncb C ee, ero xBatka bOblia 3HaKOMOW,
yA06OHOM, MO3TOMY OHa NPOAO/IKKIA TOBOPUTL EMY.

MoKa OHM NAbIIM NO 3MEUHOM peKe, OHA paccKasasa emy o cornaweHun lecca n Cobons, o
CBOMX CTpaxax nepepg, coctosHMem [pe3bl. OHa paccKasbiBana O CBOMX NHOOMMbIX U HaMMeHee
ntobumbix Mupax, n 060 Bcex Tex, KOTOpble, N0 ee MHEHUIO, eMy NoHpaBATcA. OHAa pacckasana emy o
CBOEM CaMOM CTPALHOM OMbITe, YBA3aB BMecCTe ABa COObITMA: Korga oHa aymana, yto MNeppu 6bin
3axBayeH BopoHamu MpOLL/ION OCEHbIO, U KOr[da OHa He morsa Hantn PokoTta B 3menHon peke. C
rPycTbio NOBeAana, Kak oHa Hawna cBoto maTb B [pe3se. OHa pacckasana emy o lNeppu. bonee nnyHbie
BeLLW, YeM OHa Koraa-nmbo gennna c HUM npexkae. «HUKoraa He Waam MeHa», - OAHaXabl CKa3an en
PokoT. Ceityac oHa He waauna. OHa He morna, gaxke ecaun bbl 3axoTtena. Meppu Bcerga bbin y Hee Ha
yme.

OHa B MbIC/IAX paccKasana POKOTYy TakK MHOrO, YTO 3TO CTaN0 €CTeCTBEHHbIM, U ee nepecTano
3a60TUTb, YTO CKa3aTb, OHA MPOAO/KMAQ NPOCTO AyMaTb. POKOT cablwan Bce. OH y3HaN ee MbICan
MOMIHOCTbIO, OTKPBITO, TaK *Ke Kak MNeppu 3Han ee xapaktep. Mexay HUMKW ABYMS, NOAyMana OHa, OHa
6bl/1a KaK Ha 1aoHM.

OHa nckana yteweHune B Kakom-To mecte. U3 cteH. C Kpblwel. C noaywKon, Ha KOTOPYH MOXHO
NONIOXKUTb ronoBy. Tenepb OHa MNOHANA, YTO NOAM, KOTOPbIX OHa NtobMa, 6blAK TEM, YTO NPUAABAIO
ee *usHu dpopmy, KomdpopT 1 cmbica. MNeppu n PoKoT bblan ee 4OMOM.

[Ba AHA CNyCcTA OHW AOCTUIIN KOHLLA CBOEro PeYyHoro nytewecTsua. Peka yHecna ux ganeko u
flana ee KONEHY LWAHC UCLENUTbCA, HO TEMEPb OHA YXOAWAA Ha 3anaj, U UM HYKHO 6blno NponTh
NeLwKom nocnegHui oTpesok Nyt Ao MoToka.

- NMonTopa AHA Ha tor, - cKasan ekt CkuTaneu. - BoamoxkHO, parke 6onblwe, ecnm 3To Bac
3amegnmt. - OH KMBHYA B CTOPOHY OFrpPOMHOM IddMpHOM Bypu, HaspesatowWel BAANEKE. 3aTEM OH
B3rNAHYN Ha POKOTa, KOTOPbLIN *Aan Ha npuyane. CKUTaneu, HUKOr4a He Cablwan OT HEro HU CNoBa.
OH BMAEN TONbKO, KaK POKOT paccesHHO CMOTpen Ha Boay Mau Ha Hebo. - 3Haelwb, 60XbA KOPOBKa,
Tbl MOrna bbl HaliTu cebe ropasgo nyyile, YeM OH.

Apwus nokayana ronosou.

- Het. He morna 6bl.

OHWM MHOrO NpoLWAKN B TOT A€Hb, OCTAHAB/NIMBAACb Ha HOYb, YTOObI OTAOXHYTb. Ha cnepyowee
yTpo Apua He Mornia NoBepwuTb, YTO NOC/E MOYTU MECAYHOro OTCYTCTBMA OHAa BepHeTcA B MOTOK
ceroaHs.

OHa uyBcTBOBaNa ceba HeyaauyHuuen. OHa He 0BHapyXuna mecToHaxoxaeHue AcHoro Heba,
C HUMKU He 6bIo Jlne. Ee ceppaue pa3pbiBasocb OT 604K, CTaZIKMBAACb C YXKAaCOM TOro, YTO OHa
[O/IKHA CKa3aTb Meppu.
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Apusa nopbinacb B CymKe B nomckax CmapTeBu3opa M [0CTaB ero, NpuaoXuna K rnasy. Busop
e/[l1Ba KOCHY/ICA ee KOXM, a OHa Y)Ke oTnpasuaacb B onepy. OHa cpasy MOHANA, YTO YTO-TO He TaK.
Paabl cuaeHnin u 6anKOHOB KOAbIXaZIMCb, CNOBHO OHa BUAENa UX CKBO3b TO/LWY Boabl. CopeH cToan B
HECKO/IbKMX pyTax OT Hee, KPACHbIN WU UCNYraHHbIN.

- Y MeHA eCTb BCEro HECKO/IbKO CEKYHZ, MpeXae Yem oTel, BbiCAeguT MeHA. ITO KoHel, Apus.
Ham Kpbiwka. Mbl nonanu B 6ypto 1 NoTepsanm ewe oguH reHepatop. Bce cuctembl Moayns BbixoasaT
n3 ctpon. Ceilyac OHM NPOCTO CAEPHKMBAIOT NOBPEKLEHMUSA.

Apua BTAHyNa B ceba Bo3ayx. OHa YyyBcTBOBaNa cebsa TaK, C/IOBHO ee yAapuau B KMBOT.

- F'pe KoroTb? - cnpocmna oHa. B peanbHOCTM POKOT HanpAarca pagaom c Hel.

- OH co mHoun. Mot oTtel, obuiaeTca ¢ Cobonem.

- Ho KaK oH...

- Mpocneauns 3a TBoMM CMapTBM30POM, OH NOHAA, YTO Tbl 3abpana ero, u nocnan noaen B Kpaun
¢ HoBbIM CMapTBM30pOM MOC/e TBOEro yxoaa, - nepebun ee CopeH. - Necc ¢ Cobonem rotoBsaTca K
otbe3ay K AcHomy Heby. Mot oTel, Bbibpas, KOro oH bepeT, U nepesBes UX B OANH U3 CAYXKEOHbIX
Kynonos. Hnkomy c cuHgpom COJ1C He no3BoneHo ynTtn. OH 3anep Hac Bcex B MaHone.

ApuA nonbiTanacb OCMbIC/INTb €ro C/I0Ba.

- OH 3anep Bac Tam. TBoit oTeu, bpocus Teba?

CopeH noKayas rosioBou.

- Het. OH xoTen, 4Tobbl A NOWen C HUM, HO A He MOry ynTW.  He MOry NO3BO/INTb BCEM 3TUM
NOOAM OCTaTbCA 34€eCb U ymepeTb. A Ayman, YTo CMOry OTnepeTb ABEepPU U3HYTPWU, HO Yy MEHA He
nonyyaetcsa. Korotb 3gecb. Kaneb u PyHa... Bce. Tbl AO/IKHA BbITAWMTb Hac oTcioaa. Mbl Ha
BCMOMOTaTe/IbHOM UCTOYHUKE NUTaHMA. Y Hac B 3anace eCTb HECKONbKO gHel. NoTom Bce. Ham Heuem
o6yaer Apiwathb.

- A npuAay, - ckasana oHa. - 1 byay Tam. Obeperaii Korrs.

- Xopowo, HoO momoponuce. N s 3Hato, Kyaa oHM HanpasaatoTcA. A Habaogan 3a pa3aroBopom
moero oTua c Cobonem...

flpkaa BcnblWwKa ocnenuna ee, 1 601b B3opBanach ryboKo 3a rnasom, NPoOH3as NO3BOHOYHMK.
OHa 3aKpuyana, NbiTaacb cTawmtb CMapTBM30p, OTYASHHO Aepras ero, Noka OH He OKa3a/ica B ee
pyKe.

PoKoT onycTuaca nepes Hel Ha KONEHU, CxMMaA ee PyKK. B ero rnasax 6b110 60sbLie rnybuHsbl,
yem OHa BMAeNa 3a nocnegHue AHu. FonoBa ApumK packanbiBasiacb, U3 a3 TEKAM C/e3bl, HO OHa C
TPYAOM NogHANacb Ha HOTW.

- Mbl pomKHbl cnewnTb, PokoT! - ckaszana oHa. - Korotb B onacHocTM. Ham HyXXHO ckopee
nobpatbea go Meppu!
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I'nasa 37. IEPETPHUH

MNeppu cmaxHyn pe3Hbie PUTYPKM COKONA C MOAOKOHHUKA M OTNPABUI UX B MONOTHAHbIA MELLOK.
Ero Bewm yxe nepesesnn B MeLLepy, HO Tenepb OH YNaKoBan ogexay Korta, Urpywku m KHUru.
Bo3M0OKHO, 6bI10 r1yNo NepeBo3nTb BELLM NAeMAHHMKA, HO OH HE MOT OCTaBUTb MX 34€eCh.

OH B35/ CO CTONA MaNEHbKUIN NYK U yNblOHYyACA. OHKM ¢ Kortrem Yacamu CTpensnm us Hero Apyr B
Apyra HOCKaMKM C pa3HbiX KOHUOB KOMHaTbl. OH HaTAHYA fnecky, npoBepsa ee. byger An nyk no-
npexHemy noaxoautb KorTio... uan oH nogpoc? Ero He 6bin0 yxKe noaroaa. Meppu He nepecTaBan
CKy4aTb MO HEMY.

Yepes napagHyto asepb Bowwen MpyTuk.

- Byps npubnurkaetcs, - cKasan oH, 6epa HabUTbIM MeWwoK. — 3TO roToBO?

Meppwn KNBHYAN.

- Al ceyac BbIAaY.

Co BpemeHu nocneaHen 6ypy NPoLIo BCEro HECKONbKO AHEN, HO C tora y»Ke HaZBuranach ewe
oAHa. MaccmBHbI, Bypnawmii ppoHT obelan bbITb ewe xyxe. NoTpeboBanock YyTb N He NOTEPATb
Meageaa n Monnu, 4ytobbl yoeguTtb MNMOTOK MOKUHYTbL NoceneHuwe. ITO efABa He CTOMNO Yro/bKy
KM3HU, HO TEMEPb OHM YXO4UNMN.

Meppn nogowen K gBepu B KOMHaTy Balna u, CKpecTMB pyKM Ha rpyau, NPUCIOHUACA K
ABepHOMY Kocsiky. Monnn cugena B Kpecne y KpoBaTu, Habnogas 3a Yronobkom. Ero »kepteBa gana
MoToKy BpemA nepecenntbcsa B newepy B 6e3onacHOCTU. bnarogaps emy OHM CMOFAM BbITALWMTD
Meagezas *nBbiM U3-nog 0610MKoB. Yronek Tenepb 6bin gopor Monaun He meHbLle, Yem Meppw.

- Kak y Hero gena? - cnpocun MNeppu.

Monnu nomana ero B3rnsg u yabloHynachb.

- lyywe. OH npocHycA.

Meppwn Bowen B KOMHATy. [Nna3a Yronbka, MOPrHyB, OTKPbIAMCb. OH BbIriA4en cepbiM U
KOCT/ISIBbIM, €ro AbiXaHue Obiio Xpunabim u Hernyboknm. Ha Hem 6bina ero obblyHas LWanka, Ho
ronoBsa nof Hel 6bina nbicoit. Meppu novyecan NogbopPoAOK, BCNOMUHAn. EanMHcTBEHHOE, YTO Yrosek
CKasas, Koraa oH npuilen B ceba B HoYb bypu: «He No3BoONAN HUKOMY MEHS YBUAETb Y.

- i noAHMMYCb HaBepX U NPOBEPIO, BCE /N ANA HEro roToBO, - CKasasa Moanu, noknaan ux.

- Tol roToB yX04uTb? - cnpocun Meppun Yronbka. — MHe HaZo elle Koe-4To OTBE3TH, MPEXKAE YEM
A BEpHYCb 3a TOb6oW.

Yronek 06n3Hyn rybsi.

- Al He xouy.

- Tam Teba aget MBa. OHa xo4eT yBMAETb TEDA.

nasa YronbKa HanOAHUAUCL Cae3amum.

- OHa 3HaeT, KTO A TaKo.

- Qymaewb, ee BOJIHYeT, 4TO Tbl Apyroi? Tbl cnac en u3Hb, YronekK. Tbl cnac MoTtok. Celvac,
AYMato, 4YTo Thbl eil HpaBuwWwbCA bonblle, Yyem bnoxa.

Yronek moprHyn. Cnesbl NOKAaTUANCH MO €ro AnLY, NPOCaAYMBaANACh B NOAYLLKY.

- OHa yBNAMUT MEHA TaKUM.

- Mo-moemy, el HanneBaTb, KaK Tbl BbIrNAAMWb. A 3HAlO, 4TO Tak M ecTb. A He byay Tebs
3acTaB/ATb, HO AYMato, YTO Tbl AOJIXKEH NOMUTU. MappoH NoAroToBMA cneunasbHoe MecTo A1 Teba, 1
MBa HyXKpaeTca B cBoem apyre. - OH ycmexHyaca. - OHa Bcex CBOAMT C yMa.

PoT YronbKa AepHYACA B KOPOTKOM yblOKe.

- Xopouwo. l nonay.

- OTAKYHO. - MNMeppn NONOKUA PYKY Ha wanky YronbkKa. - A Tebe oyeHb 6narogapeH. Kak u Bce
OCTa/ibHble.

FPWH C IoWaabio *Kaan CHapPYKMK.
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- A NpUCcMOTPIO 33 HUM, - CKa3aa OH, Nepegasan nosoabA Meppu.

B noceneHmn 6b110 TUXO, HO Ha ApYyron ctopoHe nonsaHbl Meppu yBuaen JNleca n HKaBopoHKa,
cobupatowmx ceomx nowagein. OHM NOCMOTPENN Ha HEFO, CKIOHWUB FONO0BbI.

C Houn 6ypu Kuppa 6onblwe He dpanpToBana M He MnoaTasNkKMBana ero. 3a Heaento OHa U3
3aMHTepecoBaHHOM MNpeBpaTMIach B 6e3pa3nnyHyto, U ero 3To BNosHe ycTpamBano. OH coxKanen o
Ka)X40M CeKyHAOe, NpoBeAeHHOM C Hel Ha naaxe. OH coXKanen O KaxKaoW CeKyHAe, NPOBeAEeHHOM C
HeRn.

Meppu BCKOYMA B ceano.

- Al BepHyCb Yepes vac, - CKasan oH puHy.

MappoH npeobpasun newepy. OrHM otbpacbiBann 3010TUCTbIM CBET Ha obwupHoe
NPOCTPAHCTBO, U apomaT wanden nabla B BO3AYyXe, CMArYaa 3anaxu cblpoctn conn. OH opraHM3oBan
No NepMmeTpy crnasibHble 30Hbl C NaNaTKamMM AN1A KaXKA0M cembn, YTOBbl COOTBETCTBOBATb OOCTAHOBKE
noceneHnA. HeCKONbKO Namn 3a)KrMCb BHYTPM NanaToK, U MaTepuan 3acBeTUACA MATKUM Benbim
ceeToM. LLIMpOKoe nNpOCTPaHCTBO B LEHTpe Obl10 OCTaBNAEHO OTKPbITbIM AnA cobpaHui, 3a
NcKAoYeHnem Hebonblon aepeBaHHOW nnatdopmbl. B coceaHux newepax bbiin mecta ana
NPUroTOBAEHUA MULLN, MbITbA U AaXKe ANA COAEPKAHUA CKOTa U XpaHeHuAa nuwu. Jliogm 6pogmam ot
O4HOro MecTa K Apyromy, LUIMPOKO PACKPbIB [/1a3a, NbITasCb COPUEHTUPOBATLCA B CBOEM HOBOM LOME.

Mewepa Tenepb BbIrAgeNa B TbiCAYy pa3 npuBaekatenbHee, yem [leppu mor cebe
npeactasmTb. OH NOYTK 3abbIN1, YTO HAXOANTCA MO CKaNoM.

OH 3ameTnn MappoHa ¢ Pupom n Measeagem y Hebonbwoh nnatdopmbl U NOAOLLES K HUM.
Meagenb onNMpanca Ha TPOCTb, M 06a ero rnasa 6bin YepHbl.

- Hy uto gymaewsb? - cnpocnn MappoH.

Meppwn nodecan 3aTblOK. Kak 6bl HM cTapanca MappoH, 370 Bce ewe 6bl10 BpemeHHoe
ybexxuule. Bece eule newepa.

- lymato, MHe NoBe30, 4YTo A TebA 3Hato, - CKAa3an OH HaKOHeLL.

MappoH ynblbHYyACS.

- AHanorn4yHo.

Megagegb nepecTynua C HOrM Ha HOTY, Br1AAbIBAaACb B HErO.

- fl 6ol HeNpaB, COMHEeBaACh B Tebe.

Meppn noKkayan ronoBow

- HeT. fl He 3HalO HUKOrO, KTO Bbl He coMHeBascA. M A xouy 3HATb, YTO Tbl AyMaellb, 0CO6eHHO
KOrga cyMTaelb, YTO A He NpaB. HoO MHe Hy)KHO TBOe AoBepue. A BCeraa xody nydwero gnsa 1ebs u
Monnau. na Bcex B [oToKe.

Megseab KMBHY.

- A 3Hato 370, Meppu. Kak n Bce Mbl. - OH MNPOTAHYA PYKY, M ero pykonorkatue 6blno
COKpywnTenbHbIM, Korga lNeppun noxkan ee.

MepBeab 6bin He egUMHCTBEHHbIM B [TOTOKE, KTO MOMEHS/T CBOE MHEHMe O aeicTeuax Meppwm
nocne 6ypu. OHM Bonblle He cCnopuan ¢ HUM. Tenepb, KOraa OH rOBOPW/, OH YyBCTBOBA/, YTO OHMU
CNYLWIAOT, U YYBCTBOBAA CUJIY UX BHMMAHMA. OH cTaHOBMICA KpOBHbIM BOXKAEM AEHb 33 AHEM, Yepes
Ka)kgoe AeNCTBME, KaXK bl yCnex, N gaxke Yyepes cBou Heygayn. He oTHAB Lenb y Balina.

Meppu ornagenca, U1 B HEM 3apoAn/IoCb Noao3peHMe. B sTom HOBOM MPOCTPAHCTBE TPYAHO
6b1N10 CKa3aTb HaBepPHSAKaA, HO UX BbII0 CANLIKOM Mano. Jlloan Kyaa-To AeNUCh.

- Arpe Knppa? - cnpocun oH. OH He BUAEN HU ee, HUKOFO U3 ee NI0AEN.

- Pa3Be oHa Tebe He cKaszana? - cnpocnn MappoH. - OHa yexana cerogHa yTpom. OHa cKasana
MHe, YTO OHM BOo3BpaLatoTca K Cobonto.

-Y710? - cnpocun Meppu. - Koraa oHn yexanu?

- HeckonbKo Yacos Hasag, - oteeTun Meageab. - [lepBbiM Ae/10M CEerofHA YTPOM.

310 He morno 6biTb NpaBaoi. Meppwn ToNbKO YTO BMAaen MKaBopoHka u Jleca. Moyemy OHU
OCTaNnCL?

~146~



BepoHuKa Poccu — CKBO3b BeuHylo Houb / Veronica Rossi - Through the ever night

Ero npoH3un ctpax. OH passepHynca M nobexan o6paTHO K sowagu, KOTOPYK OCTaBun
CHapyu c MpyTnukom. Yepes fecATb MUHYT OH C TPOMKMM TOMOTOM MNOAbBEXAN K CBOEMY LOMY.
BxozHan aABepb bbla pacnaxHyTa HacTeXXb. HUrae He 66110 HU gyLWwK.

Meppw WarHyn BHyTpb, ero cepaue 6elweHo KoNoTunock. MPUH NeXan Ha Noay co CBA3AHHbIMU
BEPEBKOM pyKaMu U Horamu. M3 Hoca y Hero Tekna KpoBb, a r1a3a Onyx/v U 3aKpbIJINC.

- OHM 3abpanu YronbKa, - NPOXpMNeN OH. - f He CMOT UX OCTAaHOBUTb.

Monuaca cnycta Meppu cToAan Ha naaxe Bo3ne newepbl ¢ MappoHoMm U Pudom. OH CTAHYN
yepes rosoBy Lenb KpOBHOIO BOXKAA U CXKan ee B Kynake.

Fonybble rnaza MappoHa paclwmpuamnce.

- MNeperpuH?

Pagom HenoaBMKHO cToALWMN P cmoTpen Ha mope, CKPeCcTUB PYKM Ha rpyam.

- Al He mory B3ATb ee ¢ coboMi. - Neppyn He HYXKHO 6blN10 06BACHATL NoYeMy. C TaKMMM YACTbIMM
6YypAMM M NOTPAHUYHBIMM 3EMAAMMU, KULWALWMMM pacCceaHHbIMK, yxoa bbin 661 6onee onacHbIM, Yem
Korga-nnbo. - NMoTok posepseT Tebe, - NPOAOC/IKMA OH. - Kpome TOro, Tbl Nt0buwb AparoueHHOCTH
bonblle, yem 1.

- A noaepKy ee y cebs, - ckasan MappoH. - Ho oHa TBos. Tbl HaAeHeLWb ee CHOBA.

Meppun nonbiTanca ynblbHyTbCA, HO Tybbl ero AporHyan. OH NOHAA, YTO XO4YeT HOCUTb Lenb
6osblle, yem Korga-nnbo. OH He bbin KpoBHbIM BOXAEM, Kakumu bblan Bann naum ero oteu, HO OH
BCe e Obln ee fOCTOUH. Tenepb OH CTan NPaBUAbHbIM Anaepom MoToKa. N OH 3Han, Yto MoXKeT
HeCcTu 3TOT rpys... NO-CBOEMY.

OH nepepan uenb MappoHy 1 Hanpaswuaca K bepery Bmecte ¢ Pudom. MpyTuk xaan Ha Tpone c
ABYMA nowaabmu. EAMHCTBEHHBIMMK, KOro ocTaBuna Kuppa.

- OTnpasb MeHs, - ckazan Puo.

Meppn Nokayan ronoBoun.

- A posikeH caenatb 310, Pud. Korga KTo-To Hy»KAaeTcs BO MHe, A HbIPSto.

Yepes mrHoeHue Pud KMBHyN.

- 3Hato, - CKas3an OH. - Tenepb A 3TO 3HAt0. - OH NpoBeN pyKoK No auuy. - Y Teba ecTb Heaens,
npexae 4yem A OTNPaBAOCL 3a TO6ON.

Meppu BCNOMHUA TOT A€Hb, KOTAa OH OoTnpasuaca 3a Apueit. Pud gan emy yac, KotTopbln gaunnca
BCEro AecATb MMHyT. OH ynblbHYyNCA.

- 3HaA TebA, 3TO 03HAYaeT AeHb, - CKAa3an OH, CKUMasa pyky Puda. OH nepeknHyn cymky yepes
naeyo, B3AN KONYAH U IYK. 3aTeM OH BCKOYMA B C€AN0 U noexan ¢ MpyTukom.

Y MNeppun cxKanocb ropsao, Koraa OHM OTbexann. Heckonbko Heaenb Hasag, OH NAaHWPOBAN
OCTaBWUTb CBOWM KNaH, HO Tenepb 3TO BbII0 HAMHOIO CNOXKHEE, YeM OH OXuAan. TAxenee, TaKOro oH
HUKOr4a He YyBCTBOBA/ PaHbLUe.

Korga peHb cTan KNOHUTLCA K Beuyepy, ero mbican obpatunmcb K Kuppe. OHa Bce Bpems
oxoTunacb 3a Yronobkom. Ee Bonpocbl 0 BopoHax U 0 ero NoKpbITOM WpamaMn pyKe Kacaaucb He ero.
OHa ncKana y Hero MHGOPMaLMIO, OXKNAAA NOAXOAALLEr0 MOMEHTA, NoAaxoaAwero cnocoba, 4Tobbl
cxBaTUTb Yronbka. OHa obmaHyna Meppwu, KaKk u Bain.

3a atum ctoan Cobonb. MNeppn He xoTen AymaTb O TOM, KaKOe NPMMEHEHWE OH NoapasymeBa
Ana Yronbka. OH gosxkeH 6bin1 oBepATb CBOMM MHCTUHKTAM. OH gonxeH 6bin oTocnate Knppy B TOT
AeHb, KOraa oHa NoABMAAChH.

Cnegbl Kuppbl Benn Ha ceBep MO MCXOXKEHHOMY TOProBomy mapuwpyTy. OHM exanu yxe
HEeCKO/IbKO 4acoB, Koraa lNeppu 3ameTnn Kakoe-To ABUXKeHUe Baaneke. AApeHanuH BCMbIXHYN B HEM.
OH NpuLLINOPMA KOHA U pBaHYA BNepes, HaaeAcb AorHaTb *KaBopoHKa 1 Jleca.

*enynok cxkanca, Korga oH NOHAN, YTO 3TO He Atoan Kuppebl.

MpyTuk gorHan ero.

- Yto BAULWIL?
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BonHbI oueneHeHUA NpoKaTuanch no teny MNMeppu. OH He Mor NOBEPUTL CBOUM r1a3aMm.

— 3710 POKOT, - cKa3an oH. - U1 Apua.

MpyTuK BbIpyrancs.

- Tbl cepbe3Ho?

Mepsbim nobyxaeHnem Meppu 66110 OKAMKHYTL MX. OHKM ob6a 6biam Cnblwawmmn. Ecam oH
MOBbLICUT FO/1I0C, OHW YCAbIWAT ero. Tak 6bl paHblie OH U caenan 6bl. POKOT 6bii1 ero AyylwmMm Apyrom.
A Apusa 6bina...

Kem oHa 6bina gnsa Hero? Kem oHu 6b1am apyr ans gpyra?

- Y10 Tbl XOuewWb caenatb? - cnpocun MpyTuk

Meppu xoTen NOACKOYUTL K HEW, NOTOMY YTO OHa BEpHY/acb. M OH XOTen NPUUYNHUTL el 6onb,
NOTOMY YTO OHa yLWna.

- Meppun? - cnpocun MpyTKK, 3acTaBnAA ero oTCTyNuUTb.

OH npuwnopun KoHA. OHM noavexanu 6auMKe, M HAcTan MOMEHT, Korga Apua ycablwana
nowagen. OHa noBepHyna roONOBYy B €ro CTOPOHY, HO ee [/la3a OCTaBa/IMCb PACCEAHHbIMMU,
HEeBMAAWMMM B TeMHOTe. OH CMOTpes, Kak ee rybbl CKNaablBalOTCA B C/N0Ba, KOTOPble OH He mor
CNbIWATb, @ 3aTeM ycabiwan oTeeT MNpyTuKa pAgoOM C HUM.

- 970 A, MpyTKK. - OH 3amonyan, 6pocms Ha MNeppu BCTPEBOXKEHHbLIN B3rnA4. - [Neppu Toxe co
MHO.

CoobuweHuna nepegaBanncb mexagy Cnbiwawmmm. CabilWmble TONbKO ANA UX YLWEN.

Meppun Habnopgan, Kak Apua nocmoTpena Ha PokoTa, ee ML HANPATrNOCb, BblpaxKana ABHOe
coxaneHue. Het. 310 6b1710 BONbLUE, YeM coxKaneHue. ITo bbin yxKac. Nocne mecAua pPasNykn oHa
60471aCb BCTPETUTHCA C HUM.

OHa B3A/1a POKOTa 33 pPYKy, M OH NOHA, YTO OHW NepesalT ApYyr Apyry coobuieHune. MNeppun He
MOT NoBepUTb CBOUM rnasam. OHU He Aymanu, 4To OH UX BUAUT, HO OH Buaen. OH Buaen sce.

OH 6bln CNOBHO B TyMaHe, KOr4a OHM MoAowau Apyr K aApyry. OH cnewuaca n novyBcTBOBan,
yTO NAbiBeT. CI0OBHO OH BMAeN BCE Ha PACCTOAHUN.

OH He noHMman, 4yto npoucxogmut. Noyemy Apua He Bbina B ero 06vBATHAX. MNovemy Ha auue
PokoTa He 6bln0 HM NPUBETCTBUA, HU YNbIBKKN. 3aTem xapakTtep Apuu ygapun B Hero, M OH 6bin
HaCTONIbKO TAXKENbIM U MPAYHbIM, YTO OH NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro NOKaYHY/10, CPAXKEHHbIN 3TUM.

- Meppw... - oHa nocmoTpena Ha PoKoTa, ee rnasa 3aTymaHUAUCS.

- Buem geno? - cnpocun Meppwu, HO OH yrKe 3Han. OH He MOr B 3TO NoBepuUTb. Bce, uTo roBopuaa
Kuppa... BCe, BO YTO OH MbITanca He BepuTb Hac4eT PoKkoTa 1 Apuiu... 6bii10 npasaon.

OH nocmoTpen Ha PokorTa.

- MW yTo Ke Tbl caenan?

PoOKOT He cmoTpen emy B rnasa, Anuo ero 6bi10 6enbim.

B Hem BcnbixHyna ApocTb. OH pUHYACA BNepen U pa3smaxuBancb, OTTONKHYN PoKkoTa, u3 Hero
XJIbIHYAN NPOKNATHUA.

Apua pBaHyna Bnepea.

- Meppwun, ocTtaHOBUCD!

PokoT 6bin cnmwkom 6bicTpbiM. OH He cobupanca apatbca u cxsaTua MNeppu 3a pyKu.

- Jlns, - ckasan oH. - [eppu... 3To Jlns.
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I'naBa 38. APUA

HakoHeu-To PokoT 3arosopua, 1 cepaue Apun pasbunock oT ero cnos.

- Al HMYero He mor caenatb. A He mor octaHoBUTL CobonA. Mpoctu, Meppun. Bce npounsowno Tak
6bicTpo. OHa ymepna. A notepsan ee, Meppu. OHa ymepna.

- Yto Tbl Takoe rosopuwb? - cnpocun MNeppwu, otTankmeaa PokoTta. OH nocmoTtpen Ha Apwuio,
CMYyLLLEeHWe BCMbIXHY/I0 B €r0 3e/1eHbIX r/1a3ax. - [loyemy OH TaK roBopuT?

Apus He xoTena oTBeyaTb. EM 6b110 Tak 60bHO NOATBEPKAATb NPOU3HECEHHbIE C/I0BA, HO OHA
DOIXKHa bblna.

- MoTomy uTO 3TO NpPaBAa, - OTBETUNA OHA. - MHe O4YeHb ¥Kanb.

Meppu MOprHyn, rnagAa Ha Hee.

- Tbl roBopuLWb O... MOen cecmpe? - TOH ero ronoca, PAaHUMbIN U HEXHbIW, paspywunn ee. - Yto
npousowno?

Tak 6bICTPO, KaK TO/NIbKO MOrNa, OHa pacckasana emy o caenke lecca n Cobona no nosoay
AlcHoro Heba, K KoTopomy OHM cobpanncb BMecTe, a Takxe o Korte. EM Tak He XOTenocb roBopuTb
3TO, HO €My HY}KHO 6bl/10 3HaTb, YTO KM3Hb KorTa B onacHocTu. J/Ine, oHa npubeperna Hanocneaok. Y
Hee KpyXunacb ronosa, Korga OHa C TPYAOM pacCKasbiBasa O npowusowegwnx cobbitmax. OHa
4yyBCTBOBANA ceba OTCTPaHEHHO, KakK Toraa, Korga boina HesuanMa B Mupax.

ApuAa roBopuaa HeJoIro, HO Korga 3akoHYMANA, ec CTas Kas3aTbCA TeMHee, PpacTBOPAACH B HOUMW.
Meppu nepesen B3rnAg ¢ Hee Ha PoKoTa u B ero rnasax croanu cnesbl. OHa cMOTpena, Kak oH bopeTca
¢ coboii, NbiTasAcb cocpeaoTounTbCA. V30 BCeX CMn CTapanch AeprKaTb ceba B pyKax.

- KoroTtb nonan 8 noBywWwKy B 'pe3e? - HAKOHeL, CNIPOCKJT OH.

- Korotb 1 HECKONIbKO TbICAY NOAEN, - OTBETUNA OHA. - Y HUX KOHYMTCA KMCAOPOA, €C/IU Mbl UX
He BbITawMm. Mbl - UX eAUHCTBEHHbIN LLAHC.

OH y»Ke HanpaBAAACA K IolWwagm, Npexae 4em OHa 3aKOHYUNA rOBOPUTD.

- OTnpasnnaiica 3a YronbKom, - ckasan MNeppu MpyTuky.

Apua 3abbina, uTto MpPYTMK HAXOAUTCA C PALAOM HUMMW.

- A 4TO CNY4YMNIOCh C YTONbKOM?

Meppu BCKOUMA B ceano.

- Ero 3a6bpanu Pora. - OH noabexan u NpoTAHYA el pyKy. - MNoexanu!

Apua B3rnAHyna Ha PokoTa. Yero 6bl OHa HW OXKMAana OT CErofHAWHEro AHA, paccTaBaHue
HUM He 6blN10 YaCTbtO 3TOrO.

- Al noiay c MNpyTUKoMm, - cKasan oH el. HanpaxeHue mexay HUm u MNeppu BCe eLle ocTaBanoch.

OHa 6bIicTpo 06HANa PokoTa. 3atem B3sna Meppu 3a pyky. OH NoTsaHyAN ee K cebe, n nowagb
TPOHYNACb C MeCTa, NpeXKae Yem OHa ycrnena ycecTbCea.

ApuA MHCTUHKTMBHO NOTAHY/IAacb, 06XBAaTUB €ro pyKammu, Korga siowaab rasionom noHecnacb B
nec. /e Ha Bpems bbina 3abbiTa. POKOT 1 Yronek Toxe. Bce, Kpome Korra.

OHa vyBcTBOBasa pebpa Meppwu ckBo3b pybalwKy. [AsuKkeHne ero moiw,. OH H6bin HacToOALLMUM, U
Haxoaunca pAagom. OH Bbin TaKMM, KAKMM OHa XOTena BUAETb ero HeaenAMU... mecayamu. Ho Huyero
He n3meHunocb. OH Bce elte H6bin ganeko.
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I'masa 39. [IEPETPHUH

Moa HouyHbIM Hebom, Kopuawmmca oT ddupa, lMNeppu Hanpasun nowagab K pese. U3-3a
lepeBbeB BbIrNAAbIBaIN 06PbIBKM TOPU3OHTA, NY/bCUPYIOLLME CBETOM BOPOHOK. OHM HanpaBasaUCh
Ha tor, NpAMO B camoe cepgue bypu, HO y Hero He Bbino Bbibopa. KoroTb OKasanca B IOBYLLKe.

Mepepg, ero rnasamm menbKanm obpasbl cecTpbl. Beakaa 6eccmbicanua. OHM maneHbkue u Jine
3aXKMMaeT ero, YTobbl NPOBECTM LLETKON MO ero BosiocaM. JInB, 06HABWMCL ¢ POKoTOM, cmeeTcA Ha
naaxe. J/iue cnoput ¢ Banom um3-3a cornawenna ¢ Cobonem, n 4ytb He MaeT BpasHoc. OH He mor
CMUPUTBLCA C TEM, YTO HUKOTAa Bonblie He yBUAMT ee.

Tenepb y Hero octancA Tonbko Korotb. OH 6bln nocnegHum ocTtaswumca y [lNeppwm
poAcTBEHHMKOM. OH MOCMOTPen Ha pyku Apuu, Kpenko obHumatowme ero. MoxeT 6biTb, OH
owmnbanca. Moxet 6bITb, y Hero 6bina ewe oHa.

Korga oHu npubnusunuce K pese, Tensbii NOpbIB BETpa, LWYPLWALLMA MeEXAY AepPeEBbAMM,
npuHec pe3kuit 3anax. OH BbI3Ba/l XMMUYECKMIA NPUBKYC HA A3blKe, KOTOPbIN Meppn NOMHUA C TOM
HOYM OCEeHblo, Korga oH Bopsanca B Moaynb. XOTA OH ewe He Buaen lpesbl, OH 3Ha/, YTO OHa ropuT.

Bckope, Koraa OHW MOAHANUCH HA BEPLUMHY XO/IMA, N0WAaAb BCTana KONOM, BCTaB Ha AblObl 1
p)Ka OT y»aca. LUnpoKaa fonmHa, packKMHYBLIAACA nepes HUMU, Bblna 3penuniiem He MOXOXKUM HWU Ha
yto, yto [leppu Korga-nnbo Buaen Ao sToro. OHW exanu y¥Ke HeCcKosbKo 4acos, bbina rae-to
cepeguHa HouYM, HO dPMp ocselan NNOCKoe MpocTpaHcTBO. COTHM BOPOHOK XxiecTanu c Heba,
OCTaB/AA APKO-KPACHble Nonockbl. MNeppun Kpenye cKan NOBOAbA, KOr4a fiowaab TONHYAA KONbITaMK U
BCKMHYNa ronosy. Tenepb HUKAKME TPEHUPOBKN HE YCMOKOAT €€ MHCTUHKTDI.

YrKac npoH3uA ero, Koraa okpyrnaa ¢opma Moayns nonana 8 ¢okyc. OH HaxoguICcA NPAMO No4,
rywen 6ypu, nssepraa Knybbl YEPHOro, Kak yronb, ApbiMa. bonbwasa YacTtb ero 6biia CKPbITa, HO OH
NOMHWUA ero popmy ¢ Tex Nop, Kak bbiBan Tam paHblue. OrpOMHbIM LLEHTPA/IbHbIN Kynos, NOXOXKUIM Ha
XONIM, Bbl1 OKPYXKEH MEHbLUMMM KYNosaMn, KOTOpble pa3BeTBAANNUCD, KaK Nly4M CONHUA. [ae-To Tam
emy Hago Hanth Korrs.

JNlowapb He Kenana ycnokamsaTtbces. MNeppu nosepHyaca B ceane.

- Mbl HEe MOXeM exaTb ganblie.

Apus 6e3 KosiebaHuit cnpbIrHyaa Ha 3emJIio.

- Mownn!

Meppu cxBaTUA NyK M NobexKan 3a Hell. Ero Horm oTAXKeNenm oT MHOro4acoBOro npebbiBaHUA B
cegne. MoKa OHM MYaANMUCb Yepes MYyCTbIHIO, OH CTapanca He AymaTb 06 MX LWaHcax, npoberaa muan
noz dpupHoi bypeit, 6e3 ykpbiTUA, 6e3 mecTa, rae MoXHo bbino bbl cnpaTaTbeA.

BOpoHKM ypoapanu B 3emMAt0, Kaxaasa Kasanacb rpomye, 6auKe, nocbinas obKuratowme BOMHbI
¥Kapa no ero Koke. BHe3anHbI BM3r BO3HWK B €ro yLlax, 3aTem BCMbllWKa cBeTa ocnenunaa ero. B
COpOKa LWarax oT Hero ygapwna BOpPOHKa ddupa, pa3pbiBas 3emaio. Kaxabli MycKyn B ero Tene
CXKanca, cotpacaa ero. He B cunax cMAryMTb nNageHue, OH PyxHy/a Ha 3emato. Bo3ayx ¢ wymom
BbIPBA/ICA U3 €ro Nerkux.

ApuA npucena B HECKO/IbKMX LIArax OT Hero, CBEPHYBLUMCb B KNYOOK M 3aXKaB ywun pykamu. OHa
Kpu4yana. 3syk ee 60amn npoHeccA Hag dPUpom, NPoH3aA ero HackBo3b. OH He MOr OCTAaHOBMUTb 3TO.
He mor nogontn K Heit. Kak oH mor npuBecTu ee ctoaa’?

Ocnennatowan ApPKOCTb BHE3AMHO UCYe3a, KOrga BOPOHKA BEpHYlack B He6o. TULWIMHA peBena
B ero ywax. OH ¢ Tpygom BCTan Ha HOMM U, CNOTbIKAACbL, Hanpasuaca K Apun. OHa O4HOBPEMEHHO
6pocunacb K Hemy. OHU CTONIKHYAUCD, YAAPUBLUNCL APYr O ApPYra, XBaTadacb APYr 33 Apyra, NOKa He
Hawan pasHosecue. Nx rnasa scTpetnance, u MNeppu yBuaen, Kak ero cobcTBeHHbIN yXKac OTpasuaca
Ha ee nunue.

Yac nponeten B og4HO MrHoBeHMe. Meppu He YyBCTBOBAJ CBOEro Beca. He cabiwan cobcTBEHHbIX
Wwaros, NokKa OH 6exan. ApKMe NONOCbl CBETA OKPYKaau WX, U OFNyWUTENbHbIA peB Bypu 6bin He
npekpaLwaembim.
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OHKM nNpubAM3MANCE K MAcCMBHOMY 34aHuMt0 Moayna, OCTaHOBMBLUMCH B MOSYMWUAE OT HEro.
Bokpyr H1x Knybunca apim. Fnasa n nerkune Meppu ropenn. OH 6onblie HMYero He yyscteoBan. C Toro
MEecCTa, r4e OH CTOA/, OH MOF BUAETb, YTO Bonbwana YacTb Ar-6, Kynona, B KOTOPbIN OH BAOMWACA
HECKO/IbKO MecAUEeB Hasag, pyxHyna. Mnama B3MeTHYNOCb B BO34yX Ha COTHIO ¢yToB. OH Hageancs,
4TO CHOBa BOMAeET B pe3y B TOM mecTe. Tenepb OH MNOHA/, YTO Y HUX HET HUKAKUX LLIAHCOB.

- Neppu, cmoTpu!

[bim pacceanca oT nopbiBa BeTpa, OTCTynaAa, Kak Byanb. OH yBMAen ewe OAWH Kynon,
MepPLAOLWNIN ronybbiM CBETOM, M 3aMETUN OFPOMHbIN OTKPbITbIN WAtO3. [TOKa OH CMOTpen, U3 Hero
BblJIETENIN ABa a3poxona, KoTopble Ha GOHEe MACCMBHOIO Kynosa BbIrNAAenn maneHbKumu, byato
BOpo6bAMU. OHU NepeneTeny NyCcTbiHO, U UX OTHU UCYE3aNN B AbIMHON, CBEPKAtOLLEN TEMHOTE.

— 370 Ao/mKeH 6bITb ecc, - ckazana Apus. - OH 6pocun pesy.

— BoT n Haw Bxopg B Moaynb, - CKasan oH.

OHu noaberkanun 6anKe, U NPUKAAUCD K APYT APYTY Y BXO4A B LWJIKO3, KOTOPbIA BO3BbILWAACA Ha
cOoTHM ¢yTOB. BHYTPM OH yBUAEn Kopabnu MoceneHues, BbicTpomBLlunecs B pag. OH y3Han HebobLlomn
Kopabsib, Ha KoTopom 3abpanu Korrta. ®opmoit oH noxoamn Ha cnesy, bbla rnagkuii U mepuatowmi,
KaK MOPCKasA PaKOBMHA. 33 HUMWU MaAYMA KOpabab, KOTOPbLIA Ka3ascA Kap/IMKOM MO CPaBHEHUIO C
OCTanbHbiMK, ero ¢opma b6blna CEermeHTUPOBAHA, KaK Yy TyceHWubl. BOOpy)KeHHble CTPa*KHUKM
OBUTAZINCb B KOHTPOIMPYEMOM XaocCe, 3arpy»Kaa ALWMKW C Npunacamu, Hanpasasaa B MOAeT OAMH
a3poxoz, 3a APYrum, YTobbl bbicTpee NoKNHYTbL Moayib.

MoKa OH cmoTpen, HenoZaneky OT HUX 3aBencsa Kopabab. N3 ero nogbptowba pacnpocTepnco
yeTblpe KPblNa, HANOMWUHAOWME KpblbA CTPeKo3bl. OrHM BCMbIXHYAW MO BCEN UX O/MHE, a 3aTem
BO34yX 3aBMOpMpPOBan M Kopabab oTopBanca oT 3eMan. MNeppu B3APOrHyA, KOr4a TOT NPOHECcA MUMO
HUX C OFNIYLUMTENbHBIM XYXKaHUEM.

Apwusa BCTpeTUAAChb C HUM B3MIALOM.

- Mepexon B pe3y HAXOAUTCA Ha APYroOM KOHUe aHrapa.

Meppu yBuaen ero. Bxoa 6bin B coTHAX ApAoB otcioga. OH NpUrNAAENnca K rpynne MyxXuuH,
CTOABLUMX HENOAAJIEKY, U ero B3riA4 OCTAHOBU/ICA HAa KOMMAKTHbIX MUCTONETAX, BUCEBLUUX Y HUX Ha
nosce.

- Mbl MOXeM MPOCKONb3HYTb MMMO HUX, - CKa3ana Apua. - OHM cocpenoToYeHbl HA yxoae, a He
Ha 3awmTe Moaynsa.

OH KMBHYAN. ITO OblN UX eOQMHCTBEHHbIM WaHc. OH yKasan Ha rpyay AWWKOB C nNpuMnacamun B
aHrape Ha noanyTn. Mexay HUMKU 1 CTEHOM Bbla MPOMENKYTOK.

- Koraa cnegyrowmin aspoxog 3aBeaetca, 6ern K aTum awmnKkam. Mbl MOXKeM YKPbITbCA 3@ HUMM.

Apus pBaHynacb Bnepes, Kak TO/IbKO a3poxon oTopBanca oT 3emaun. Meppun nobexan cnegom,
He oTcTaBas OT Hee. OHM BbIAKN yXKe NOYTU Y ALWMKOB, KOr4a rpynna cTpaXKHMKOB yBuaena umx. Mynu
YOapWUan B CTEHY N03a4M Hero, 3BYK Obl/l TUXMM MO CPABHEHUIO C MKYXKKAHMEM NapPALLMX a3POX0A0B.
OH pobexxan Ao ALWMKOB U CHAN CO CANHbI VK.

- Ham HyxHO aBuratbca pganbwe! - 3akpuyan oH. OHM He MOrAM AaTb CTParKHUKam
BO3MOXHOCTb OPraHM30BaTbCsA. ApuWA BbITAlMNa CBOM KAMHOK, MOKa OHW Gexxannm no y3Komy
KOpUAOoPY MeXAay CTEHOM U ALLMKAMMU.

Korga oHuM gobpanuch 40 KOHUA Npoxoda, OH YBMAEN TPYNNy CTPa*KHUKOB, HaxoA4AWMXCS
MeXAy HMMKU M BXOAoM. Tpu yenoseKka. [1Boe M3 HUX BbIXBATWUIN OPYXKUE, @ TPETUN PACTEPAHHO
ornagbiBanca. EAnMHcTBeHHbIM cnocob nobpaTtbea Ao Korta - MMHOBATb HUX.

Meppwn BbicTpennn Ha bery. Ero ctpena nonana nepBOMy Ye/lOBEKY B rpyAb, 3aCTaBMB €ro
oT/eTeTb Ha 3emt0. KpacHble NoaocChl Npope3ann NPOCTPAHCTBO PAAOM C HUM, KOraa CTPaXu CTaau
oTcTpenmeaTtbCa. CTasbHble AWMKM N033a4M HEro rpomKo nAsrHyau. OH BbICTpenun BO BTOPOro
yenoseka, HO 3Toro 6bIN0 HegocTaTouyHo. Apus pBaHyna Bneped. OHa 6pocmia KAMHOK B TPeTbero
MYXX4YUHY, NOMAaB eMy B }KMBOT. My}KUMHA OTLWIATHYACA, CTPENAA U3 NUCToNeTa.

- Apusal
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Ceppgue MNeppw cKanocb, Koraa OH yBMAEN, KaK OHa ynana Ha 3emato. OH NPOH3WUA CTpeno
YyenoBeKa, KOTOPbIW CTPensan B Hee. 3aTeM OH BPOCUACA K HEW, CXBAaTWUA 3a Ta/IUIO U NOAHAN C 3EMAMN.
OHa npuaep:nBana CBOK PYKY, M KPOBb CTEKasa No ee nanbuam. Neppu NpuUTaHyn ee K cebe, NoTom
HaKNOHUACA, YTOBbl NPUXBATUTb MUCTO/MIET, YNaBWKUIA PAAOM C OAHUM M3 yOUTbIX CTpPaXKHMKOB. Ha
APYrom KOHLE aHrapa nto4u B CMATEHUM 3aKpMYaan, Koraa npo3sydas CUrHan TPeBoru.

ELLe HECKONBbKO CTPaXKHUKOB OTKPbI/IU MO HUM OTOHb, HO Meppun 3aMeTUA, YTO BONbLLUMHCTBO U3
HWX eABa NPUOCTAHOBMAN CBOM YCUAMNA NO 3BaKyauun. Meppun Halynan nanbLem CnyCKOBOW KPHOYOK.
OH cTpensan cHoBa M CHOBA, OTAA/NIEHHAA 4YacTb ero pasyma Mnoparkasiacb /IErKOCTU U CKOPOCTU
OpYXKHUS.

C Kaabim warom Apua Bce 6osblie HaBa/nMBanacb Ha HEro BCceM CBOMM Becom. OHM
NOAHANUCL Ha NaHAYC W BOLW/W B LUO30BYIO, NEPEXOAHYIO KamMepy, C/bllla KPUKK NtoAel nosaam
ceba. MocTeneHHO MX rosoca CTa/sM MUcye3aTb B CMrHanax Tpesoru. lNeppu BUENUACA B pblyaru
ynpasneHua asepbto. Korga Ta CKo/ib3Hy/la B CTOPOHY, Nepes, HAMU C APYroi CTOPOHbI NpeacTany
OLLUE/IOM/IEHHbIE CTPAXKHUKW.

Meppn NPOTUCHYNCA MUMO HUX B LUMPOKUIA, U3BMUIUCTbIN KOPUAOP, 3BYKM TPEBOMU 3aTUXIU
nosagn Hero. OH He 3HaA, Kyaa uaet. 3Han TO/IbKO, YTO eMy HY)KHO HalTu HesonacHoe MecTo.
MNo3aboTbca 06 Apun. Halitn Korra.

Apwus BHE3aNnHO OCTaHOBW/IACh.

- Ctoga! - OHa npurKana nanblbl K NaHen ynpaB/ieHUs ABEPbIO, OTKPbINA €€, U OHU METHYIUCD
BHYTPb.
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I'naBa 40. APUA

Apua npucaoHUNach K cTeHe. FONI0BOKPYKEHME HaKaTblBaNo Ha Hee BONHaMU. E HyXHO 6bino
oTabliwaTbeA. Ee cepaue 6unocb canwKom 6bIcTpo. EM HYXKHO 6bI10 NPUTOPMO3UTD.

Meppu cTtoan y Asepu, NPUCNYLLIMBAACL K 3BYyKam B Kopuaope. Y Hee mMmenbKHy/a MUMOETHanA
MbIC/lb, YTO C MUCTONIETOM B PYKe OH YyBCTBYET ceba KompopTHO, ByaATO NONb30BaANCA UM rOgaMM, a
He MUHYTamun. KpuKKM cTpaxken CTaHOBUAUCH BCe TPOMYe.

- 3abyab 06 aTom! — pasganca ronoc cHapyxu. - OHK cbexkanu. - 3aTem LWaru CTUXK.

Meppu onyctun nuctonet. OH NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, ero 6poBu 6b1IM 03a60YEHHO CABUHYTDI.

- OcTaBaucsa 34echb.

OHa nomopuwmnacb. bonb B pyke 6blna HEBBIHOCMMOM, HO ronosa bBbina ACHOM, B OTAMYME OT
TOro BpemeHwu, Koraa ee otpasuan. CTpaHHO, HO OLLyLLLeHMEe KPOBM, CTEKAIOLLLEM NO PyKe M KanatoLen
C KOHYMKOB NanbLes, 6ecnokounno ee 6onblwe Bcero. OHa Moraa NPoAoAKaTb ABUraTbCA C 60NbtO, HO
noTepAa KPOBU caenaeT ee cnaboi n 3amegur.

3Ta KOMHaTa 6bl1a XpPaHMAULLEM NPUNACOB HA C/yYald SKCTPEHHOM 3BaKyauuu. OHa y3Hana o
TAaKUX KNALOBbIX OT MHCTPYKTOPOB MO TexHWKe 6Ge3onacHocTu. Mo Bcen AnMHe TAHYAUCH pPAAbl
MeTaNINYecKMX WKadunKoB. B HMX OHa pasrnagena 3aluTHble KOCTIOMbl. KucnopogHble Mackw.
OrHeTtywutenn. lMNpeameTbl nepsot nomowm. Meppu nogbexan K Oavkanwemy M [ocTan
MEeTaNINYECKMI AWMK. BCTaB Ha KONEHW, OH OTKPbI ero.

- B Hem ponKHa ObITb cMHAA TpybKa, - CKa3ana OHa, TAMENO Abllwa, - ANA OCTAaHOBKM
KpoBoTeyeHus.

Meppw NopbINCA B AWLMKE U A0CTaN TPYOKY M BUHT.

- CMOTpM Ha MeHS, - CKa3aa OH, BbINPAMAAACK. - [1pAaMo MHe B rnasa.

OH oTBeN ee pyKy OT paHbl.

Apua BTAHyNa BO34yX OT BCMbIWKM 601K, KOTOpas NpoH3uaa pyky. EM nonanv B npegnneuybe,
HO, KaK HM CTPaHHO, CUNbHee Bcero 601enn KOHYMKKN NanbLeB. Mbllubl HOT HAYaIM APOXKaTb.

- Tnwe, - ckazan MNeppwu. - NMpoCTo AbIWKN pasmMepeHHOo.

- Mos pyKa Bce ewe Tam? - CNPOCUNa OHa.

- Ewge Tam. - Ero rybbl pactaHynch B 6bICTPOI yibIOKe, HO OHa yBUAENa 3a Hell becrnokoicTBo. -
Korga oHa 3akmBeT, OHa byAeT naeanbHO NOAXOAUTb K MOE pyKe.

CnOKOMHbIMK, TBEPAbIMU ABUKEHUAMM OH HANOMKMA KOAryasHT, @ 3aTemM Tyro obepHyn 6UHT
BOKpPYr ee pyKu. Apusa He cBOAMANA rNa3 ¢ ero anua. PaccmaTtpuBan cBeTayto WeTUHY Ha nogbopoaxe m
ropbmMHKy cnomaHHoro Hoca. OHa morna 6bl cMOTpeTb Ha Hero Be4yHo. OHa morna bObl BCHO XU3Hb
CMOTpPETb, Kak OH MOPraeT 1 AbIWNUT PAAOM C HEN.

Ee rnasa 3aTymaHWAUCb, U OHA He Oblna yBepeHa, 6bl10 AM 3TO OT 60K MAKM OT obneryeHun
cHoBa 6bITb ¢ HMM. OH npuHec ¢ cobol olyueHne npasuabHOCTU. OHa YyBCTBOBAsA 3TO KaxKpoe
MrHOBEHWe, NpoBeAeHHOe C HUM. [la)ke ecnu Bce WNO HanepekocaK. [axe B Takme 60ne3HeHHble
MOMEHTbI, KaK ceinvac.

Pyku Meppu 3amepnn. OH nogHAN rnasa, U ero B3rnag ckasan ei sce. OH TOXKe 3TO YyBCTBOBaA.

Opoxb npoberkana no nogowsam HOTUHOK, a 3aTeM Pa3[a/CcA FPOXOT WKadumMKos. MpoxouyLmi
3BYK Hapactan. OH npogonkan npubanKaTbca, CTaHOBACb BCe rpomye n rpomye. Ceet norac. Apus
BrNA4bIBaNACb B TEMHOTY, NAHWMKA NOAHMMANAcb BHYTPM Hee. KpacHbI aBapuiHbIA CBET HAg, ABEPbO
MMIHY HECKOJIbKO pas, a 3aTem BKAKOUUACA, FopA HenpepbiBHO. [TocTeneHHo Wwym CTux.

— 3TO MecTO pyLwmnTCa, - ckasan MNeppu, 3aBA3bIBaA MOBA3KY.

OHa KMBHyNa.

- Kopugop ormbaet MaHon. Ecan mbl oCTaHeMCA Ha HEM, TO Halgem BXxoAHyl ABepb. - OHa
OTTOJ/IKHYNacCb OT CTeHbl. KpoBOoTeYeHne 3ameInnochb, HO ros10Ba NPOAOMKANACh KPYKUTHLCA.

Meppw 3arnaHyn 3a asepb. Kopnaop norpysnaca B TEMHOTY, OCBELLEHHYHO TO/IbKO aBapUIAHbIMU
OFHAMM, PACNONIOXKEHHbIMU Yepes Kaxable ABaaLaTb LWaros.
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- [lepxucb nobanKe Ko MHe.

OHM BMecTe 6eXKan No M3BUAUCTOMY KOPWUOOPY, BOM CUFHANM3aALMM 3XOM OTpaxKanca oT
LEeMEHTHbIX CTeH M ornywan ee. Apua MOYyBCTBOBA/A 3amax AbiMa, M TemnepaTypa MNOBbICUMAACH.
OroHb nepemectuaca BHyTPb Mogayna. Ee cunbl 6GbICTPO MUCTOWAAUCb, Kak OHAa U 6oAnacb. En
Ka3aNoCb, YTO OHA 6eXWT Noa BoAoM.

- 3pecb, - CKasana OHA, OCTAHAB/AMBAACL Y LWMPOKUX [ABOMHbLIX ABEpen C HaLNUCHIo
MAHOMNTUCOH. — BoT 34ecb OH UX U 3anep. - OHa HaXana Ha KOHTPO/IbHYIO NAHeNb PAAOM C HUMMN.
«HET AOCTYMNA» - BCNbIXHYN0 Ha 3KpaHe. OHa nonbiTanacb CHOBA, B rTHEBE TKHYB NaibLeM B NaHeNb.
OHW He mornu BbITb Tak 6IM3KO M HE NONACTb BHYTPb.

OHa He cnblwana, Kak cTpaxku pesbl 06OrHyAM NOBOPOT M HaNpaBWAUCb K HUM. CUrHanbl
TPEBOMN 3arnylWwuamM 3ByKM UX npubnmxkenusa. Ho Meppu ux yBuaen. CTakKATO APKUX BCMbIWEK
B30PBA/IOCb PALOM C HEW, KOrAa OH BbICTpenun. B KoHue Kopuaopa cTpaxku ynanu. Neppu 6pocunca
6eXaTb, MpPeosoaeBan PaccTofsHWE A0 CTPAXKHMKOB C NoTpAcatowen ckopocTbto. OH 0TOpBaa OAHOMO
N3 CTPaXKen OT Nosaa 3a BOPOT M BEPHY/ICA C CONPOTUBAIOLLMMCA YEI0BEKOM, KOTOPbIN Obln paHeH B
Hory.

- OTKpoOI4 aBepb, - NPUKA3aN OH, AeprKa CTPaXKa nepes NaHenbHo.

- Het! - My)KuMHa KpyTMACA, NbITaACb BbIBEPHYTbCA, 4TOObI 0cBO6OAMTLCA. B MrHOBEHME OKa,
Apua yBugena nuuo cesoei matepu. besKM3HeHHOM, KaKOW OHa BUAeNa ee B nocneaHui pas. OHa He
MOrna CHoBa notepneTb Heyaady. Tam 6bin KoroTb. Teicaun ntogeit ympyT, ecin He CMOryT nonacTb
BHYTPb.

340p0BOM PYKOWM OHa BbITalMAA KAMHOK M MOMIOCHYAA UM NO Anuy cTpaxa. OHa nposena um no
nonbopoaKy, CTanbHOe e3Bue LLapanHyao KocTb.

- 3anyctn Hac Tyaa!

MyKUMHa 3aKpu4an M OTNPAHYA HA3ahd. 3aTeM OH OTYAAHHO HaXa/l Ha MaHenb, BBOAA KOp,
A0CTYMa U yMONAs OTNYCTUTb ero.

[Bepun CKONb3HYAN B CTOPOHY, OTKPbIBAA AJIMHHbIN KOPMA0P.

OHa noberkana, ee HOrM CTy4aIM NO CKOJIb3KOMY MOJY, M 3aMepJ/ia, KOrAa OoKasanacb y BXxo4a B
MaHon. B ee gom.

OHa MrHOBEHHO BMMWTasNa ero, 4yBCTBYA cebA 4yKoW. BOKpyr uUeHTpanbHOro aTtpuyma B
COBEPLIEHHOM CMMpPANEBUAHOM LUTONOPE NOAHUMAIUCL COPOK YPOBHEMN, HA KOTOPbIX OHA cnana, ena,
nocewiana WKoAy 1 oTnpasaanacb 8 Mupbl.

OH Kasanca bonblle U TEMHee, 4eM OHa NoMHMAA. Cepblil LBET, KOTOPbIN KOraa-To Kasancs en
NOYTU HEBUAMMbBIM, Tenepb CTan Ana Hee 6e3KM3HEeHHbIM, yAYL/IMBbIM B CBOEM XO0N104HOCTU. KakK
OHa BoobLLEe morsia b6bITb 34eCb cHacTINBa?

3aTem ee B3rnfaf4, CKOJIb3HY1 MMMO 3HAaKOMOTO M 3auenuaca 3a Bce, YTo Obino He TaK. [bim,
ONyCKaloLWMh C BeEpPXHUX ypoBHeN. Kyckn 6eToHa Kpowmnnucb, Nagan Tyaa, rae CToanm oHa u Meppw.
Benbiwky Herywmx nogen mav npecneayowmx apyr apyra. [ywepasguparowme KpuKK yxKaca,
3aTMxalolmne BMecTe C peBOM CUTrHanausauuun. TpyaHee Bcero 66110 NOBEPUTb, YTO FPyNnbl Atogen,
HaxoAuBLIMECA B aTPUYMHbIX 3anax, CMAEAN CMOKOWMHO M HOPMasibHO 06Wanncb, CNOBHO HUYEro
Heobbl4HOro HEe MPOMNCXoaUNo0.

ApuA 3ameTnNa KOPOTKME YepHble BoNocChbl MnKen n nogbdexkana K Hel.

MunkcK B3aporHyna, Korga oHa nogbexkana, Mopras B 3amelLaTebCTae.

- Apua? - Ha ee nvue nosasuaack yabibKa. - Kak A paga 1e64a suaetb! CopeH ckasan Ham, YTO Tbl
¥KWBa, HO A MOAYMana, YTo OH CHOBa BeeT cebA CTpaHHO.

- F'pesa pywuTca! Mukcn, Tebe HyHO ybupaTbea oTcroaa. Tbl AOMXKHA YXOAUTD!

- YxoauTb Kyaa?

- Hapyy.

MuKcK NoKavana ronoBon, CTpax MeIbKHY/ Ha ee nue.
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- O, HeT... A TyAa He nongy. Fecc ckasan Ham OCTaBaTbCA 34€eCb M HacnaxaaTbca Mupamu. OH
BCE MOYMHUT. - OHa ynbibHynack. - Cagucb, Apua. Tol Buaena Mup AtnaHtuabl? B ato Bpems roga
cagbl BOAOPOCAEN TaKMe MONIoAEeLKME.

- Apus, y Hac Mano BpeMeHM, - cKazan lMNeppu pagom C Hell.

MnKcK, Ka3anocb, Bnepsble 3ameTuna ero.

- K10 OH Takom?

- Ham HyxHO HaiTn CopeHa, - 6bICTPO CKasana Apua. - Tbl MOXelb Nepenatb emy oT MeHsA
coobuieHne?

- KoHeuHo, s caenato ato npAmo cenyac. OH Heganeko. OH NPOCTO B KOXKHOM 3ane.

Apua nosepHynaco K MNMeppw.

- Nonpgem! - Korga oHa noberkana B Apyron KOHeL, aTpMyma, B3pbiB COTPAC BO34YX M 3aCTaBUA
ee nowaTtHyTbcA. Kycku 6eToHa nagatolime BOKPYr HWMX, PacKa/blBa/inUCb, KOr4a OHU yAApAAUCL O
rnagkmin non. OHa MpWUrHysaa rosoBy, CTpax To/IKan ee Breped. EAMHCTBEHHbIM BbIXOAOM, WX
eINHCTBEHHOM HaaeKa0l Ha BbiKMBaHMe, bbl/1o BbiIbpaTbcs oTCHOAa.

Bnepean oHa yBuaena beryuiyto K Heit rpynny aogei. OHa 3ameTuna 3HakoMoe /inLo, a 3aTem
elle HeckosibKo. MNpu BMAe MX el 3axoTenocb 3annakatb. Kaneb bbin Tam, ero rnasa 6biin WKPOKO
PacKpbITbl U HegoBepunBbl. PyHa n KOnutep 6exxann smecte. OHa yBuaena CopeHa B LEHTPe rpynnbl,
a 3aTeM ManbyMKa PAAOM C HUM.

Meppu oTcTpaHmacsa ot Hee. OH Npeogonen pPacCToAHWE AJIMHHBIMU, MOLLHbIMM LAramu u
noaxsatun Kortsa Ha pyku. Yepes nnevo Meppu oHa menbkom yBuaena yabioky Korrs, npexae 4em oH
YTKHyACA nuom B weto Meppwn.

OHa X aana HeCKO/IbKO MecALEeB, YToObl yBMAETb 3TO 3penuvile. OHa XxoTena HaclaaAnTbCa 3TUM,
X0TA 6bl Ha MrHoBeHMe, Ho CopeH NOACKOYUA K HEWN, CBEPAIA ee B3M/IAL0M.

- Tbl CIMLKOM [0AT0 XAana, - CKa3an OH. - fl BbIMOJHWMA CBOKO YacTb cAenku. Tenepb Aeno 3a
TobOIA.
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I'nasa 41. [IEPET'PUH

- A1 B nopagkKe. lNpaBga, A B nopaaKe, - ckasan Korotb. [Meppn geprkan ero Tak Kpenko, Kak
TONbKO MOF, He NpuYMHAs emy 6oaun. - aas MNeppu, Ham HaZ0 MATH.

Meppn ONycTMA ero Ha 3eMa0 M CKan ero MajseHbKyl pyky. OH nocmoTpen Ha Auuo
naemsaHHUKa. Korotb 6bin 3g0p0B. U padom.

Mnagwasn cectpa bpyk, Knapa, nogbexana n obHana ero 3a Hory. Ee nMuo 6b110 KpacHbIM, OHa
nnakana. Neppu onycTnnca Ha KoNeHw.

- Bce B nopsagke, Knapa. A cobupatocb 3abpaTtb Bac 06omx aomoi. MHe Hy»KHO, 4ToObl Bbl C
Kortem gep:kanucb 3a pyku. He oTnyckante gpyr apyra v gepxurtecb nobamke. PAgom co MHOM.

Knapa nposena pykaBom Mo nuLy, BbITUpaA cnesbl, U KMBHyANa. leppu Bbinpammaca. Apuma
cToana pagom ¢ CopeHom, lNMoceneHuem, C KOTOPbIM OH APANCA HECKOIbKO MecALLeB Ha3aa. [ecaTku
nogen bbinnm Bmecte ¢ HAM. OHM Dbl HACTOPO)KE W HanyraHbl, B OTAMYME OT OLLIEIOMAEHHbIX
No4eln, KOTOPbIX OH BUAEN HECKO/IbKO MUHYT Ha3ag. OH 3amMeTuA, 4To Ha HUX HeT CMapTBM30pOB.

- Tol npueena Jukapa? - cnpocun CopeH.

Ha gpyrom KoHLe aTpuMyma M3 KOpUAopa BbipBaaCcA BHE3AMHbIN A3bIK NAaMeHWN. Yepes cekyHay
Ha Hero HakaTuaa BOJIHA *Kapa.

- Apusa, Ham HyXXHO noTopanameaTbea. Mowan HemegneHHo!

- B TpaHCnopTHbIN aHrap, - ckasana oHa. — 3a MHou!

OHKM nomyanucb o6paTHO K aAsepwu, Begywen B MNMaHon. CopeH m ero rpynna nocaeaosanu 3a
HUMKU. Apua Ha bery, Kpuyana Bcem, KTo rotoB 6bin ee caywatb, 4Tobbl Te NOKUHyAM [pesy, HO
3aBblBaHME CUpPEHbl U TPOXOT pasbuBatowieroca 6etoHa nornotuam ee ronoc. Jlioanm, cugeslmne
rpynnamm Ha NepBOM 3Ta)Ke, He AepHyancb. OHM OCTaBaZUCb C NYCTbIMM AULAMMK, He obpallan
BHUMAHMA Ha XaocC BOKPYr HUX. Apusa OCTaHOBWAACh Nepes AeBYLIKOMW, C KOTOpoi obuianack Ao 3TOro,
M CXBaTUNA ee 3a Naeyn.

- MuKeK, Tl AOMKHA HeMepneHHO ybpaTbea oTctogal - 3akpuyana oHa. Ha 3ToT pa3 AeByLuKa He
otBeTua Boobule. OHa mosiya cmoTpena Brneped. Apus nosepHysiacb K CopeHy. - [la 4To Takoe ¢
HUmM? 310 CANC?

- OH 1 ecTb. OH OTNYCTUT ee CHapy»XKu. Ha aTom BCE, - oTBeTnn CopeH.

- A Tbl HE MOXeLb BbIKAIOYNTE X CMapPTBM30pPbI? - B OTYaAHMM CNPOCK/IA OHa.

- A noiTanca! - ckazan CopeH. - OHKM JOMIKHDBI caenatb 3TO camu. o HMX He aocTtydaTtbcA. OHu
60ATCA. ITO BCe, YTO OHWU KOrAa-Anbo 3Hanu. A caenan Bce, YTO MOr.

B ywax Meppwu pasganca B3pbIBHOM ry.

- ApuyAa, HAM HaZo yXo4uThb.

OHa noka4ana rosoBoM, ciie3bl NOTEKAM U3 ee [Nas.

- f He mory aToro cgenatb. Al He MOry UX OCTaBUTb.

Meppw WwarHyn K Helt, 06xXBaTMB ee INLO pyKamu.

- Tol gonkHa. Al He ynay otctoga 6e3 Tebs.

OH no4yyBCTBOBA/N, Kak MpaBAa €ro CAOB X0/040M OKyTana ero. OH caenaeT Bce, 4TOObI
M3MeHUTb 3T0. OTAACT BCe, YTO yrogHo. Ho 4To 6bl OHM HU caenanun, OHM He MOT/IM CNAcTU BCEX.

- Molaem co MHOW, - CKasan oH. - MNoxanyiicta, Apma. Bpema yxoanTb.

OHa nogHsana rnasa n megneHHo obsena B3rnagom Kpowauwmmncs Moaynb.

- MpocTtuTe... npoctuTe, - NoBTOpana oHa. OH 0bOHAN ee, ero cepale pa3pbiBasoch M3-3a Hee.
M3-3a BCEX HEBUHHbIX NtOAEN, KOTOPbIE 3aCAYXKMBAKT KUTb, HO NOrMBOHYT. BMecTe oHM nobexann K
BbIXOo4y, ocTaBums [TaHON No3agw.

OHM nomyanncb ob6paTHO BO BHELWIHME Kopuaopbl, Beas 3a cobon rpynny MoceneHues. U3
BO34YXOBOAO0B MOBaNAM/ YEpPHbIN AblM, W KpPacHble aBapuUWHble OFHWM MeLJNIEHHO My/JbCUPOBanM,
BbIKNOYMBLLMNCL HA CEKYHAY, 3aTeM MOoracau eue Ha HeCKoNbKOo cekyHa. Meppu cnegunn 3a Kortem um
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Knapoi, Ho Apusa 6ecnokonna ero 6onbwe. OHa KPeMKo Aeprkana ero 3a pyKy U M30 BCeX Cun
cTapanacb He OTCTaBaThb.

OHM gobpanncb J0 TPAHCMOPTHOTO aHrapa U bpocnance BHyTpb. OH Bbirnaaen 3abpoLleHHbIM,
COBCEM HEe MOXOXUM Ha BUTKOM HabUTbIN LEeHTP AeATeNbHOCTU, KOTopbIi Meppu Buaen paHbwe. OH
He 3aMeTU/1 HUKaKMX CTPAXKHMKOB, M OCTasaCb TO/IbKO FOPCTKA a3pOX0A08.

- Tbl MOXKeLWWb MMM yNpaBaaTb? - cnpocuna Apus y CopeHa. Kpacka cowna c ee avua.

- A mor B Mupax, - oteetnn CopeH. - 34eCb MoO-HACMoAUWEeMy.

BOKpyr HMUX TONNUAUCL NtOAN. Yepes OrpOMHbIN, OTKPbITbIM W03 6blna BUAHA NYCTbIHA, HAg,
KOTOPOM BCe elle B MOJIHYIO MOLb cBepKana bypA.

- Caenai 370, - ckaszan Meppu. OHM ¢ Apuein easa nepexunnn nytewectsume cioga. OH He Buaen
HWKaKoro cnocoba nepeBecTn AECATKU MUCNyraHHbiX lMoceneHLEeB, KOTOpble HUKOT4A He BbIXOAWAU
Hapy:Ky, Yepes NycTblHIO, rae bywesana dpupHana bypA.

CopeH NoBepHYCA K Hemy.

- A He NOAYMHAIOCL TBOMM NPUKa3am!

- Torga NnpuHUMaM nx ot meHsa! - 3akpuyana Apus. - Lesenucob, CopeH! HeT BpemeHu!

— 370 He cpaboTaeT, - ckazan CopeH, HO Bce e noabean K 0o4HOMY M3 a3pOX040B.

B6/113n Kopabsib Ka3asncsa OrpoMHbIM, MaTepuan Kopnyca bbin rnagkum u 6neaHo-ronybbim, ¢
KeMuyKHbIM oTbneckom. Meppwu cxBatun Korta n Knapy 3a pyKu 1 noTalma nx BBEpX no Tpany.

BHYyTpuM oTceK bbin KaK Wwnpokas Tpyba 6e3 okoH. COoKy, yepes HeboNbLIOM ABEPHOM NPOEM, OH
yBuAaen KabuHy nunotos. [pyroi KoHew oTceKka 6bin 3abUT meTannmyeckumu swmkamu. Kopabnb
CHAbXeHWs, NOHAN OH, XOTA M OblN 3arpyKeH AnWb YacTnyHo. CepeanHa OTCeKa, rae OH cToAn, bbina
nycTa, HO 6bICTPO 3aMN0/IHANACL NHOABMMU.

- WpnTe B XBOCT KOpPabnsa 1 pacnonaramtecn, - NpUKasana um Apus. - [lep»utecb 3a 4To-HUOYAb,
€cn CMmoXKeTe.

OH 3ameTnn, yto lMoceneHubl 66N OAETbI B Ty }Ke Cepylo ogexay, uto u Apua, Koraa oH
BNepBble YBUAEN ee TON HOouYbto B Ar-6. OHM OblIN CBETNIOKOXKME, C LUMPOKO PACKPbITbIMM F1a3amu, n
XOTSi OH HE MOT YN0BUTb 3aMnax UX rHeBa CKBO3b AblM, UX peaKumnsa Ha Hero Hbl1la OTKPOBEHHOM, ABHOWM
Ha MX OLIENOM/IEHHbIX NLAX.

OH nocmoTpen Ha cebs cBepxy BHU3. Ero noTpenaHHyo ogexay NOKPbIBaAM KPOBb U CaXa, a B
PpyKe OH AepxKan nuctoneT. Kpome Toro, oH 3Han, 4To ByAeT BbIFALETb KECTOKUM U AUKUM B WX
rnasax, TaK e Kak OHM BbIrNA4EeNN MATKUMW U UCNYTaHHbIMU ANA HETO.

OH HMYEM He MOMOras, HaxoAACb PALOM.

- Croaa, - ckazan oH Kortio 1 Knape, Beas Mx B KabuHy.

Boiga, OH CTYKHY/ICA rON10BOM O ABEPb M NPAKTUYECKN NPUTOTOBUACA K WYTKe PokoTa. KoTopblit
[OMIKeH 6bin 6biTb pagom. C Kotopbim [Meppu yxacHo obowenca. OH He MOr MOBEPUTb, YTO
YCOMHM/CA B NpefaHHOCTM POKOTa. BHe3anHO OH BCMOMHMUA JIMB, BO3A4YX BblPBa/ICA U3 €r0 NIETKUX, U
€ro YKenynoK CKPYyTUI0. B KAKON-TO MOMEHT OH MNOZYMAET O CBOEM CECTPE U yNaZeT Ha KOJIEHU, HO He
ceityac. Ceilyac OH He mor.

KabuHa 6bln maneHbKoOM M TYycknoh, He 6onblle KOMHaTbl Balna, ¢ 3aKpyraeHHbIM
WNNIIOMUHATOPOM, M3OTHYTbIM BAONb MNepegHen yactu. MNeppu yBuaen BbiIXo4 B AafibHEM KOHUE
aHrapa. CHapy»u ryctoi YepHblit AbiM BCMbIXHYN IOUPOM, CKPbIBAA NYCTbIHIO.

CopeH cugen B OAHOM M3 ABYX Kpecen NuaoTa, pyrascb M NpPoOBOAA NasibLem MO FNagKoM
naHenu ynpasneHua. [lonKHO 6biTb, OH NOYYBCTBOBANA BHWUMaHWe leppu, NOTOMY YTO OFNAHYACA C
HEeHaBMUCTbIO B rNaszax

- A He 3a6bin, AnKaps.

Meppu nepesen B3rnA4 Ha WwWpam Ha noabopoake CopeHa.

- Toraa Tbl NOMHULLb Pe3ynbTarT.

- A He H6otocb TebA.

Pagom c Meppu pasganca TMXMiA ronoc:
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- CopeH, oH moit aaga.

CopeH nocmoTpen Ha Korta, u BbipaxkeHne ero Amua CMArYMaocb. 3atem OH CHOBa NOBEPHYCA
K NyNbTy ynpaBaeHus.

Meppwn B3rNAHYN Ha NAEMAHHWKA, YOMBAAACb TOMY B/IMAHMIO, KOTOPOE TOT OKa3blBan Ha
CopeHa. Kak ato cnyunnocb? OH NONOXKUA NUCTONET HA NOAKY PAAOM C FOPCTKOM APYroro opy»us, a
KoroTb 1 Knapa ycenucb y 3agHen cTeHbl. 3aTem OH NpUcen Ha KOPTOYKM, U3y4asa AMLLO NNEMAHHMKA.

- Tol B nopaake?

KoroTb KMBHyA, ycTano ynbibasack. MNeppu ysngen yeptbl Balina B ero TeMHO-3en1eHbIX F1a3ax U
3aMeTUN, YTO Yy Hero BblpoCAM nepegHue 3ybbl. BHe3anHO OH MOYyBCTBOBaN MOTEPH BCEX 3TUX
MeCALLEB, YTO OHW OblI NOPO3Hb, U OLLYTUA BECH FPY3 CBOEM OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. Y KOrTa, Kpome Hero,
6onble HUKOro He bbino.

OH BbINpAmMACA, Korga oxunaun asuratenn. MaHenb nepeg CopeHom 3aropenacb, OCTasibHaA
4acTb KabWHbI NOrpy3naacb B TEMHOTY.

- Depxutecsk! - 3akpnyan CopeH.

B 60/1blIOM OTCEKE MOCAbIWANCA TPEBOXKHbIM PONOT. ApUA NPOCKONb3HYNA B KabWMHY KaK pas B
TOT MOMEHT, KOr4a aspoxos pe3ko nogHanca. Meppu cxBaTua ee 3a Ta/auio, NOMMAB, KOrga OHa
CNOTKHyNacb. Kopabnb pBaHyncs sBnepepn, npukKMmas cnnHy Apum K ero rpyau. OH obxsatun ee
PYKaMW, KPenKo Aep’Ka, MOKA CTeHbl aHrapa He Hayanu Asuratbca. Aspoxog Habupan cKkopocTb ¢
Karkaon ceKyHAoM. OHM BbICKOUMAM HAPYXKY M HbIPHYAW B AbiM. lNeppun HMYEro He BUAEN yepes
WANIOMUHATOP, HO 3ameTuA, 4To COpeH OPUEHTUPYETCA MO 3KPaHY Ha KOHCONW Nepes HUM.

Yepes HeCKO/IbKO CEKYHZ, OHM BbipBa/IMCb B YMCTbIM BO3AyX, U OH ¢ BiaroroBeHnem ycrasu/cA
Ha NPoHOCALYCA MUMO 3emto. OH B3N CBOE MMA OT COKONA, HO HUKOTAA B KM3HWU He AyMal, uTo
CMOXKeT netatb. BOpOHKM xnectann no nycTbiHe, HO Tenepb MX CTano MeHblwe. bnegHbin cset
paccBeTa pacctunanca no Heby, cmaryasa cuaHme dupa. OH NoYvyBCTBOBA, Kak Apua paccnabunace B
ero o6bATUAX, M OH NONOXKUA NOAO0POAOK HA €e MAKYLLKY.

Korga aspoxos HaKpeHWACA Ha 3anag, KoppeKktupya Kypc, NMeppu 3ametun ¢dnot Mecca, oruuy,
ABVKYLLMECA Yepe3 A0/IMHY B oTAaneHMU. OH y3Han ovyepTaHMA OFPOMHOro Kopabnsa, KoTopbi BUAEN
paHblue. 3aTemM NOABM/IACH PYLUALLAACA, MOF/IOWEHHaA AbIMOM [pesa.

ApuAa B ero o6vATUAX MOIYa CMOTpena B UANOMUHATOP. Ero B3rnag ckonb3Hyn no usrnby ee
naeya, NO CKNOHY WeKu. Mo B3Maxy TEMHbIX pecHuL, Koraa oHa MoprHyna. Ero cepgue HanoaHUNOCHL
6onbto. Ee. Ero. OH npeKpacHO NOHUMAanN, 4TO OHa YyyBcTBYeT. OH TOXKe NoTepAa CBOM A0M.

- Apus, Korga Tbl cobepeLubes, Tbl CKaXKelb MHe KyAa AepKaTb Kypc.

Meppw cxkan Kynaku, ycablwas ToH CopeHa. Apua NoBepHyAacb U BOMNPOCUTENIbHO NOCMOTpea
Ha Hero. MNoBA3Ka Ha ee pyKe KposoToumna. EM noHapgobutca meauuMHCKaa NOMOLLb... U O4YeHb
CKOpO.

- K MOTOKy, - CKasan OH, He CTO/NIbKO HAaMeKaA Ha 3TO, CKONbKO roBOpPA TO, YTO Ka3asocb
npaBUAbHbIM. Y Hero 661710 MHOTO MecTa, 4Tobbl PAcNONIOKNUTb BCexX. M mocne Toro, YTo OH TONIbKO YTO
yBuaen, y Hero 6b11o 4yBCTBO, YTO OceneHubl NPUCNOCOBATCA K KU3HU B newepe bbicTpee, yem
KNaH.

Cepble rnasa Apun CBEPKHYAM B NONYMpPaKe KabuHbl.

- AWK B Ky30Be Harpy*KeHbl npunacamu. Egoii. Opyxnem. MeankameHTamm.

OH KMBHyA. 3TO HbINO NpocToe pewweHne. O4eBUAHbLIN COtO3. BMmecTe oHM 6bian cunbHee. U Ha
3TOT pas, nogyman oH, MoceneHubl HByayT KenaHHbIMM roctAmuU. MNeppwu B3rnAHyA Ha CopeHa. Mo
KpaliHei mepe, 60/IbLLINHCTBO U3 HUX.

- Hanpasnanca Ha ceBepo-3anag, - ckasana Apwma - 3a aTy rpagy XosMoB

CopeH oTperynmMpoBan pynesoe ynpasaeHue, Hanpasaaa Kopabnb B CTOPOHY A0nMHbI [MOTOKa.
Meppun nocmoTpen BHU3, XKenad HaKoHew-TO BepHyTb KortA gomoMn, B KnaH. [nasa ero nnemaHHUKaA
6bInM 3aKpbITbl. PAgOM ¢ HUM cnana Knapa.
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Apwus B3ana ero 3a pyky, Beasa K ceoboaHomy Kpecny nunota. Meppu cen u NpuTaHyn ee K cebe
Ha KoneHu. OHa NoBepHyNacb U NpUXKanacb K HeMy, NPUXMMasa 106 K ero LeKe, U1 Ha MrTHOBEHMKE Y
Hero 6bI10 BCE, YTO HYXHO.
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I'nasa 42. APUA

- Tl xouelwb, 4TobbI A pa3bunca? - CopeH B3rNAHYN HA Hee ¢ coceaHero kpecna. CBeT oT ny/ibTa
ynpaBaeHua genan ero nvuo 6onee peskmm. bonee KectokMm. Bonblue MOXOXMM Ha CBOEro oTua.
Barnag CopeHa obpatunca K MNeppu. - NMoTomy 4YTO 3TO OTBPATUTENBHO.

Pyka Apuu nynbcupoBana ot 601K, a rnasa ropenu ot gbiMa M yctanoctu. OHa xoTena 3akpbiTb
MX N NOrpy3anTbcs B 6ecco3HaTeNbHOe COCTOAHWE, HO OHWU CKOPO AOCTUrHYT MoToKa. OHa A0MKHa
6blNa 0CcTaBaTbCA COCPEAOTOUYEHHON.

Mo3aan ceba oHa ycablwana WenoT ocTa/ibHbIX B oTceKe. Kaneb 6bin Tam. Y Hee gake He 6bino
BO3MOXHOCTU NOroBOPUTb C HUM. PyHa mn KOnuTep Toxe OblAM Tam, N AecATKM apyrux. Kaxabii us
HWUX OblN HanyraH.

OHM Hypganucb B Hel. OHa BbiBeNa Ux U3 pesbl. OHA 3HanNa, KaK BbIXKUTb CHApyXu. Mm
NoHaaobmTca ee NnoaaeprKkka. Tenepb OHa A0NXKHA 6blna NPUCMATPMBATDL 338 HUMM.

Meppun nepebpocmn ee BONOCHI Yepes NAeYo M NPoLenTan en Ha yxo:

- He ob6patait BHMMaHuMA. UrHopupy#.

3BYK ero ronoca, rnybokoro u HeTopon/anNBOro, NpoLuen Yyepes Hee, corpesas ee. OHa NoaHANA
ronosy. Meppu Habaogan 3a Hel ¢ 03aboYeHHbIM BbipaxkeHMem Ha auue. OHa npoBena naabLamu no
MSATKOM WeTMHe Ha noabopoake, a 3aTem 3apbllaCb UMW B €ro BOJIOChI, *Kenan NoYyBCTBOBATb UX Ha
oLLynb.

- Ecnv Tebe He HpaBUTCA TO, UTO Tbl BUAMLL, COPEH, TO HE CMOTpPW.

OHa yBupgena BCMbIWKY YAblOKKM eppu Kak pa3 nepeg Tem, Kak WX rybbl BcTpeTuamncb. Ux
nouenyi 6bin HEXHbIM U MeA/IeHHbIM, NO/HbIM CMbIc/a. C Tex Nop KaK OH BCTPETUN ee B Jiecy, OHU
Bce BpemaA Toponuaucb. [lobpatbca go Motoka. Motom B Mpesy. Tenepb y HUX HAKOHEL,-TO HacTa
MOMEHT, rae MOXKHO OblI0 He NpATATbCA U He TOponuTbCA. EM TaK MHOro xoTenocb cKasaTtb. Tak
MHOTrO OHa X0Tesa, YTobbl OH 3Han.

Pyka Meppwu ycTpounca y Hee Ha beapax, OH KpenKko gep)kan ee. OHa NOYYBCTBOBANa, KaK MX
nouenyn nepellesn Bo 4YTo-To 6onee rnybokoe, Korga ero poT ¢ 6o/bliei HACTOMYMBOCTbIO HaKpbI ee
poT. BHe3anmHO meXAy HMMM BO3HMKIO HacToAwee Tenao, M er NPULWIOCb 3acTaBuTb cebs
OTOABWHYTLCA.

Korga oHa 310 cpenana, ¢ ry6 [lleppu copBanocb Tuxoe npoknatve. Ero rnasa 6biam
Noay3aKpbITbl, pacPOKycnpoBaHbl. OH BbIFIA4EN TAKUM e NOLABAEHHbIM, Kak 1 OHa.

Apua HaKIOHNANACh K €ro yxy.

- Mbl npogomKkum 31O, KOraa oCTaHeMCA O4HW.

OH paccmesnnca.

- lyywe 6bl 370 66110 NOocKopee. - OH B3AA ee ANLO B Naf0HMN U NPUTAHYA K cebe TakK, YTo mX
Nn6bl conpuKkocHyAucb. Bonocbl Apun ynanu Brneped, obpasya cTeHy, NPOCTPaHCTBO, KoTopoe 6blso
TONbKO MxX. Tak 63K, BCE, YTO OHA MOr/1a BUAETb, bblnn ero rnasa. OHM 6aecTenn, Kak MOHETbI NoA
BOZOM.

- Tbl NpaKTUYECKM CIOMMIA MEHSA, KOTAa YLWa, - NPOLIEnTan oH.

OHa 3Hana, 4to 310 Tak. OHa NoHANA 3TO TOrAa, Koraa caenana aTo.

- fl NbITanacb 3aWMTUTL Tebs.

- 3Hato. - OH BbIAOXHY/I, €r0 AblXaHNEe MAFKO KOCHYNOCb ee nnua. - A 3Hato, YTo Tak M bbino. - OH
NPOoBEeN Tbl/IbHOM CTOPOHOM NanbLEB MO ee WekKe. - 1 xouy Tebe Koe-4To cKasaTb. - OH yAbIOHYACA, HO
B3r/1A4 €ro 6611 MATKMM U COBNA3HUTENBHbIM.

- MNpaBga?

OH KMBHYAN.

- Al y»ke paBHo xoTen Tebe ckazatb. Ho s cobupatocb noaoxaathb ewe. 1o Tex Nop, NOKa Mbl He
OKaXXemcA O4HMU.

Apua paccmeanacs.
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- Jlyywe 6bl 3170 6bI10 NOCKOpee. - OHa OTKMHYNACb Ha ero rpyAab U He Moraa BCNOMHUTb, Koraa
OHa YyyBcTBOBa/a ceba B 6onbluelt 6e3onacHoCTH, Yem ceiyac.

3a UNNIOMUHATOPOM CMYTHO BMAHENUCb X0AMbl. OHa 6bina ygMBaeHa Tem, Kak OaNeKo OHU
ynetenn. CKopo oHu gobepytca go MNoToka.

- Knanycb, MeHsa 4yTb He CToWHMAO, - npobopmoTan CopeH

ApuAa BCNOMHWANA UX NOCAeAHMIA NOoCneLwwHbli 06meH Yepe3 CMmapTBm30p.

- Y707 - cnpocun CopeH, XMypo FAaaa Ha Hee. - MoYyemy Tbl TaK Ha MEHA CMOTPULLbL?

- Tbl CKa3an, yTo 3Haelwsb, rae AcHoe Hebo. - VX cBA3b NpepBasacb Kak pas nepeg Tem, Kak OH
ycnen el cKkasatb.

CopeH ycmexHynca.

- BepHo, 3Hato. A Bugen sce, o 4em rosopuam Cobonb ¢ MOMM OTLOM. HO i He CKaXKy HM c/oBa B
npucyTcTemnmn Aunkapsa.

Pyku Meppu HanpArnMcb BOKPYr Hee.

- HasoBelwb meHA Tak elle pas, MoceneHeu, 1 310 byaeT nocneaHee, Yto Tbl CKaxkelwb. - OH
OTBEpPHY/ICA, CHOBa pacc/abnasck. - U Tebe He HYXKHO MHE HMYero roBopuTb. f 3Hato, rae oHo.

Apua nocmoTtpena Ha MNeppu. OHa gepHynacb CAMWKOM pe3Ko, n 601b NpoH3una ee pyky. OHa
NpUKycuaa ryby UsHyTpu, OXKnaas, Koraa oHa yTUXHeT.

- Tbl 3Haewsb, rae AcHoe Hebo?

OH KusHyn.

- ToT pnoT asuranca npamo Ha 3anag. ECTb TO/IbKO 04HO MECTO B 3TOM Hamnpas/IEHUMN.

MoHMMaHWe NOPa3nN0 ee NpPeXKAe, YeM OH 3aKOHYNA TOBOPUTD.

- OHO B MoOpe, - CKa3ana oHa.

Meppu n3gan HU3KNUIM 3BYK cornacus.

- Al HUKOTAa He Bbln 6anXKe K Hemy, Yem Korga bl goma.

CopeH pa3oyapoBaHHO CKpUBKA rybbl.

- Hy, Tbl }Ke He Bce 3Haelwb.

Apus nokayana rosioBoi, He B HacTpoeHun ana urp CopeHa.

- MpocTo cKkaXku 310, CopeH. YTo Tbl BbIACHUA?

l'y6bl CopeHa ckpuBmunucb, byato oH cobupancs ckasaTb YTO-TO EXMAHOE, HO MOTOM BblpaXKeHue
ero nmua cmarymaoce. Koraa oH oTBETUA, €ro ronoc 6bia1 POBHBLIM U INLLEHHbBIM 0ObIYHOM €AKOCTMU.

- Cobonb CKaszan, YTO €My HYXHO MPOMNTU CKBO3b MAOTHYI CTeHy J¢upa, npexae 4yem OH
OOCTUTHET unctoro Heba. - OH n3gan npeHebpeknTeNbHbIM 3BYK, NpoYnLian ropao. - OH ckasan, 4To
MOKET 3TO CAeNaTb, HO 3TO NI0XKb. HN 0gMH KOpabab HE MOXKET 3TOro cAeNaTb.

Hu oanH Kopabnb He cmoxKeT, nogymana Apus, Ho bbin 1 apyron BapmaHT. OHa 3aroBopuaa
ogHOBpPEeMEHHO ¢ lMNeppu:

- Yronek.
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I'naBa 43. IEPETPHUH

Aspoxog MUHOBan nocesneHne MNOTOKa M CKOMb3HYN Ha ceBep BAO/b nobepexbA. CopeHy
NPUWAOCh NepeneTeTb Yepes OTKPbLITbIM OKeaH, 4Tobbl A06paTbcA A0 3awMmuieHHOM byxTbl 3a
npegenamu neuepbl. YTec 6bla CAUMWKOM KpyT, 4Tobbl KOpabab mor npeogonetb ero. Meppwm
3aMeTUN, YTO Hapg, BOAOW feTeTb 6bino cnoxHee. Koraa Apua 3agpemana B ero ob6bATUAX, OH
MOCMOTPEN Ha FOPM30HT M NOYYBCTBOBAN MPWUAMB HadexAabl. Y HUX He OblNo HU Yro/ibKa, HU TOM
moLm, 4to 6binn y Mecca n Cobona, Ho AcHoe Hebo 6b10 rae-To B MOPE, U HUKTO He 3HA/ Mope TaK,
KaK 3Hanu ero ntogm MNotoka. OkeaH 6bln X TeppUTOPUEN.

KoroTb u Knapa npocHynucb, Koraa aspoxoa, onyctuaca Ha 6eper. Y Meppwu yxke 6blan roToBbl
0O6DBACHEHUA, NOYEMY UM HYXKHO OblN0 MOKMHYTb NMOCENEHWUE, HO, YBUAEB OTPOMHbIE YAbIOKM Ha UX
NIMLAX, OH PELUW, YTO OOBACHUT NO3MXKe.

- CKaXkM MHe, 4YTO A He NPOCTO TaK NPU3EMAUACA Nepes, newepon, - ckasan CopeH.

Apua 3awesenunacb B pykax lNeppn. OHa megneHHO BbINPAMWUAA HOMM U MNOAHANACL C ero
KONEH.

- Mbl MoXKem 136aBUTbCA OT Hero B toboe Bpems.

- lyywe 6ol Tbl HE WyTKUAA, - cKa3an Meppu. OH yKe CKyyan no oLLyLeHuto ee Beca Ha cebe.

CopeH OTTONKHYA pyNeBy0 KOHCOb U BCTan.

— W 3710 cBOEro poaa 61aroAapHOCTb 3a cnaceHue Ballux *usHei? Kctatu, 406po noxkanosaTb
Bam oboum.

Apua ynbibHynacb. OHa NpoTAHYNa PYKy, 4Tobbl NomoYb Meppn NOAHATLCA, NPUKAB PAHEHYIO
PYKY K BOKYy.

- Kto ckasan, uTo A wyuy?

Meppn nogHsAcA 1 NocneaosBan 3a Hen B 60/bLION OTCeK, He obpallas BHUMaHUA Ha B340XM
cobpaswmxca Tam MNoceneHues. MonoKmMB pyKy Ha naevo Korra, oH BCTan pagom ¢ Apuen, Koraa oHa
Ha)Kana KHOMKYy Yy ABepu. JIIOK OTKPbIICA C MNOTOKOM BO3A4yXa, KOTOPbIM [OHEeC 3BYK BOJIH,
OMYCKAKLWMXCA HA MECOK.

Mpu yTpeHHem cBeTe OH yBUAes, Kak ntoam MNoToKa BbIXOAAT U3 Mewepbl, 3anonHAA nAaXK. OHn
YCTaBUAUCb Ha KOpabnb, paspbiBasAcb MeXKAy HepoBepuem M NaHUKOW. o3aam Hero AecATKM
MoceneHLEeB CMOTPENN HAa MUP CHAPYXKK, X CTpax bbln oca3aem, JOCTAaTOYHO CUNEH, YTobbl yuyATb
€ro faxe NpPUTYNJIeHHbIM HOCOM.

Meppn 3ametTnn MappoHa u Puda. Measeaa n Monnu. Ero B3rnag cKo/ib3Hy/1 MMMO BpaTbeB:
Xalga, XeiigeHa n Ota. Mumo UBbl n bpyK. B nonckax PokoTa u Mpytuka. CoxkaneHne ygapuno ero,
KOrZa OH MOHAJ, YTO HWU OAHOTO U3 HUX He Bblno 3aeckb. EMy Hag0 HAaNTW MX... M YTONbKA... HO CHaYana
OHU ¢ Apuein A0MKHbl 6blan pasmecTuTb MNoceneHues B UX BpEMEHHOM AOMe.

Bnoxa nopberkana K NOAHOXKMUIO Tpana, NOCKyAnBaa npu suae Korra n Bunaa xsoctom. Bunas
Bcem Tesiom. KoroTb NoAHAN roNoBy, ero 3esieHble rnasa ropeny HetepneHmem.

- A mory uatn?

- KoHeuHo, - ckazan Meppw, rnaga, Kak oH ¢ Knapoi cnyckaeTca no Tpany.

KoroTb He ycnen paneko ymtu, Kak bnoxa npbirHyna Ha Hero, noBasnMB Ha necok. Knapa
NPOHEeC/NIaCb MMMO HUX U NpbIrHyNa B 06bATUA BpyK. KnaH puHyaca snepea, oKpy»Kasa ux, noka MNeppwu
He noTepan ageTen us Bmay.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Apuio, CTOALLYIO PAAOM C HUM. HyXKHO 6blN0 pewwmnTb ele CTo/bKo Npobaem,
Ho oHW npueesnn Korta n Knapy gomoi u cnacam Bcex, Koro morau, B pese. 3to 6bla10 xopollee
Havano.

Tenepb UM HyXHO byaeT cpopmmnpoBaTb HOBbLINM KaH U HalTK AcHoe Hebo.

Meppn NPOTAHYA PYKY, BCMOMHMUB, KaK HECKO/IbKO HeAenb Ha3afd OHM BMecTe noaxoaunun K
MoToKy. VX HenoBKOE MONYAHUE U PACCTOAHUE, KOTOPOE OHU YCTAaHOBUAU MexAay cobon. OHKM B3AM
CBOIO camyto H0/bLLYIO CUAY M CNPATANM ee Kak cnabocTb.
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- Hy uTo Nnonpobyem 3aHOBO? - CNPOCUA OH.
Apwus ynbibHynachb.
- [laBai, - cKasana oHa 1 nepennena cBou Nasblpl C ero. - Bmecte
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