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PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

AHHOMayus

NabupuuHt. OH mbicint. OH — 3n0. Cemepo MOJoAbIX AloAen MepemeLlatoTca yepes
NPOCTPAHCTBO M Bpems. OHM Oosblie He 3HAKT, Kem Oblin Koraa-to. Ho nabupuHT 3HaeT wux,
OXOTUTCA Ha HUX. ECTb TONbKO 0A4HO MocnaHMe 0 KaxXaom n3 Hux: "Y Teba cembaecaT ABa Yaca, YTobbl
OOCTUTHYTb CaeayloWmx BpaT, uam Tol ympeuwsb." NMpobnema Homep OAWH: eCTb TOJIbKO LLECTb Bpar.
Mpobnema Homep ABa: Bbl He ogHU. MUCTUYECKNI TPUAMIEP SKCTPa-Kaacca.
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KHUT' A IIEPBAA

I'laBa 1

Korga [)KeHHa npocHynacb, NepBbiM OHa yBuaena ronyboe Hebo, KOTOpoe BeNYECTBEHHO
PacTAHYNOCb HaA HeW. Jlerkuii BeTepoK NOArOHAN pacTpenaHHble 061aKka Bnepes, a BbICOKO B 3eHUTe
XMLHAA NTMLA COBepLUana Kpyr.

HeKkoTopoe Bpems [keHHa Habatoaana, Kak OHa BOCMO/1b30BasaCb CU/I0M BOCXOAALLErO NOTOKA
BO3A4yXa, YTObObl B3NETETD €Le BbllLe.

«YT0 37O 33 NTMLA, NOYEMY A He 3Hato ee?» — CnpalmnBana oHa cama ceba. BHe3anHo KOHTypbl
NTULbI CTa/IN HEYETKMMU, CINBAACH C roNybusHom Heba, a 3aTem OHa BOBCE UcCYesa.

Ee oxBaTni0 6€CNOKONCTBO.

«lfpe a?»

OHa nexana Ha cnuHe. Ha markol Tpase. Koraa oHa noBepHyna ronosy, To yBUAENA, YTO PALAOM
C Hell Ha BeTPY Kaya/IUCb XKeNTble KONOCKU. HeXXHbIM NPUKOCHOBEHMEM NOTNaAUAN ee ANLO. 3aTem
OHa NOYYBCTBOBA/NA TEN/IO CONHLA.

«3pecb NPeKPaCcHoO, HO rae A?»

JTnuo NoBepPHYTO K COMHLY, F1a3a 3aKpbITbl. JKeHa ocTaBanacb NEXKaTb HA /YTy elle HEKOTOpoe
BpEMA.

B KaKOl-TO MOMEHT Ha Hee ynana TeHb.

OHa oTKpbl/ia rnasa.

Hap Hel cknoHunaca monopoi yenoseKk. Ero toHoe AnLO € NpaBUAbHbIMKM YepTamu nuua
OOMMHUPOBANO Hag APKUMU JINHUAMU. BbICOKME CKy/bl, NPAMOI HOC, Kak 6yaTo BblaonbneH us
KaMHA, NoA HMM BbIPA3WTEe/IbHbIM POT C HEbGONbWMM LWPAaMOM B Yyroske pTa. Betep passeBan
AJIMHHblE YepHble BOIOCbl, HEHAA0/1r0 OTKPbLIBAA €ro MLLO M 3aTeM CHOBA NpsAYa ero.

Kapue rnasa BHMMaTenbHO cMoTpenn Ha Hee. OH He ynblbancA, HO BCe PAaBHO B AaHHbIN
MOMEHT B €ro NpucyTcTBMmM [I)KeHHa YyBcTBOBana cebs xopowlo.

— A — [Oxeb, — cKasan OH, Kak byaTo 3To Bce 06bACHANO.

[J)XeHHa xoTena emy OTBETUTb, BO BCAKOM C/ay4vae, npeactaButbcA. OHa nomeanvna,
HaCTOpPOXKKMNach.

KTo A?

[xxeb HeXXHO NPUKOCHYACA PYKOW K ee nuy, 4Tobbl orpaguTb ee oT CBeTa.

— 3aKpoi CBOM rN1a3a, — CMOKOMHO CKa3an OH.

[)eHa nocnywanacb, HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO He 3Hana, 3a4em. B ero ronoce 6b1710 YTO-TO, YEMyY
OHa Bepwuna 1 Yemy He MOrna NPOTUBUTLCA. 3BYK C/IOB YCNOKanBan ee.

— Cpaenait rnyboKkuniA BAOX U BblAOX.

OHa rny6oKo B340XHYNa M BblAOXHYAA. Ero pyKM naxaun TpaBon 1 3eMnei.

— Tenepb NonbITancs elle pas.

M Torpga oHa y3Hana. OHa bblna Tak c4acTAMBa OT 3TOrO, YTO NOYTK BpocKnacb emy Ha LWeto.

— A — [I)KeHHa, — KpUKHya OHa.

Bce byaet B nopaake. OHa He bblna 6onbHON MM cymacwegwen. Het, y Hee 6b110 MMA, N OHa
€ro 3Hana.

[XeHHa.

OHa nocmoTpena B NoYTn 6poH30Boe NUO [Keba, KOTOPOE Ka3asoCb TaKUM Ke OTKPbITbIM KaK
Heb6o Hag Helt. Ho BHe3anHo toHowwa Haxmypwun n1o6.

— [I>KeHHa, ceityac Tebe HyKHO BCTaTb, — PELLMTE/IbHO CKa3an OH.

Ero ronoc 6onblue He 6bla TENBIM M NaCKOBbIM. HanpoTKB, OH 3By4as, KaK PacKo/s0Toe CTEKNO,
Kak byaTo emy NpUXoAnnoch 3acTaBasATb ceba NPOM3HOCUTL CA0Ba.
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[)KeHHa no4yyBCTBOBANa, KaK B HEN HapacTan ctpax. OTKyAa BHe3anHble nepemeHbl? YTo oHa
caenana?

— Y70 TaKoe? — OCTOPOXKHO CNPOCUNA OHA.

— Hy»KHO yXxo04uTb, Y HaC He OCTaNoCb BpEMEHMN.

[)XeHHa He noHMmana. NMoyemy Bpema noaKnMmano? OHa BCe elle HMYero He MOHUMana, Koraa
Oxeb npoTaHyn el pyky, 4Tobbl NOMOYb BCTaTb. [le3opueHTMpoBaHHaA, [)KeHHa pasBepHynacb
BOKpYr cobcTBeHHOM ocu. Ha nieun ynanu ANMHHbIE, CBET/Ible BONOCHI, KOTOPble HAaNOMUHANM LBeET
CBET/I0-KENTOM TPaBbl, B KOTOPOM OHA KaK pas fiexkana. OHa Bce elle He 3Hana, r4ae oHa.

«fl ewe HMKOrAa 34ecb He bblna.

Bce Kazanocb yyxum. Bctogy TpaBa, HACKONbKO XBaTano rfasa. Boanum Kaxywminca mpadHbim
NleC U BbICOKME TOpbl Ha FOPU3OHTE, YbW BEPLUMHbI MOKPbITbl CHerom. Kak pas ogHo mn3 obnakos
3aKpblno conHue. OHa 3agpoXkana u obxsatuna cebsa pykamu.

Tonbko Tenepb OHa 3amMeTW/1a, YTO COBEPLUEHHO ro/1as.

OHa nonbITanacb NPUKPLITL Cebs pyKammn U NMXOPaL0YHO Npesnoaarana, HOpmMaabHO N 3TO —
Haxo4MTbCA B MPUCYTCTBMM APYroro B rofIom BuAe. BmecTe ¢ 3TMM pacnpoctpaHAnocb 6ecnoKkoincTBo.
Mouyemy [)keb He cKasan e, YTO OHa ronas?

M Ha 3TOT pa3 OH, KaXKeTcA, NPOYUTAN ee MbIC/IN, TaK KaK NPOTAHYN e KOPUYHEBBIN PIOK3aK M3
rNafiKoro matepumana c YepHbIMM BCTaBKaMM.

— BHyTpM Tbl Hallgewb oAexay, — cKa3an oH. — OHa Tebe nogonaeT. A Aymato, OHa Bceraa
noaxoamT.

«OTKyZa OH 3TO 3HAeT?»

OHa paccmaTpuBana YenoBeka HanpoTMB Hee. HeNpUHYXAEHHbIN, KaK ByATO 3TO 6bIN10 Cambim
HOPMa/NbHbIM B MUpPE, OH CTOAN Mepes HeW, He OTBOPAYMBACA, HO NPU 3TOM He NAJUACA Ha Hee.
Bblno UTO-TO AOBepUTENbHOE B TOM BUAE, KaK OH CTOAN TaM U XKAan, NOKa OHa ogeHetca. xeb cam
6b1n 04eT B AXKMHCBI, Kpenkue BOTUHKK, TENYHO XI0NKOBYHO pybaLLKy N HEMPOMOKAeMYHO KYPTKY.

[»xeHHa 6e3 npobaem cmorna BCMOMHUTb CI0BA, KOTOPbIE OMUCbIBAAM 3TU NPeaMeTbl OAEKAbI.

OHa cxBaTmna proK3aK U OTBEPHYNACH.

Ha camom gene v3nuiwHe, oH Bce Bpems Buaen ee ronion. «OH 3HaeT, KaK Tbl BbIMAAMLWbY.

BbicTpo nepebupan nanbLamn, OHa HaTAHY/A O4EeXKAy, KOTopaa BO BCEX AEeTaNAX HanoMWHana
opexay Oxeba, Tonbko ee pybalwka 6bl1a B CUHIO KNETKy, B TO BpeMs Kak Ha ero npeobnagan
KPACHbIN.

— Moxkanyncra, NOTOPONUCH.

[)KeHa 3aKpblaa BEPXHIOK KHOMKY Ha AMKMHCAX M NPOCKONb3HY/1a B KypPTKY. Bce 6b110 Kak pa3 B
nopy.

CrpaHHo.

— fl )Ke TONIbKO YTO Halw/a Tebs. Noyemy Ham HY*KHO NOTOPAN/IMBATLCA? — CNPOCKAA OHA.

— A 1ebAa Hawen, unu HeT?

«Y MeHA TaKoe YyBCTBO, YTO A UCKana Teba».

Nnuo Oxkeba ctano mpavyHou mackoh. OH NPOTAHYAN NpPaByk PYKY M yKa3an Ha FOPU3OHT, B
CTOPOHY Nleca Baaneke. Heckonbko 0b6nakos 3aBucan Hag, 6enbimu BepIMHAMKM FOPHOrO MaccuBa.
B6An3n [KeHHa yBuAena OOMHOKME Cyxue KyCTbl M 3apOoC/in, eAuMHCTBEHHOe pasHoobpasue B
OCTaNbHOM NYCTbIHHOM NaHAwadTe cTenu.

— Ham HykHO pobpaTbca Tyaa, NnoKa He cTemHeno. Mbl He MOXeM 34eCb OCTaBaTbCA.

— f HMyero He noHWmato. Moyemy Ham Hy»KHO B nec? Fae mbl? U oTKyaa Tbl Boobue 3TO
3Haewb?

— Mo3xe! [laBa yxKe oTnpaBUMCA B NyTb.
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[xeHHa Konebanacb. Eii He HpaBuiocb, Kak [Aeb KomaHOoBan e, Aarke 6e3 HameKa Ha
0b6bsACHEHWE AN1A ero CTPaHHOro NoBeAeHuUs.

— HeT, Tbl 06bACHULWb MHe 3To ceinyac. [lo 3Toro s He caenato u wara. A Ao/KHA 3HaTb, rae
Mbl, — CKa3a/ia OHa TBepAbiM ro/I0OCOM.

Oxeb 3aaymumBo cmoTpen Ha Hee. OH Kas3ancs CNOKOMHbIM, HWU B KOEM C/yyae He
pa3g0cafoBaHHbIM, HO €ro caeaytollee NpeasoxXeHmne BCTPETU/IO ee COBEPLUEHHO HEOXKNAAHHO.

— Mbl B onacHocTw.

OHa nMxopagoyHO OCMOTpPE/Iacb BOKPYT, HO Tam HUYero He 6bin0. Hukaknx ntogen. Hu 3sepen.
Ho, Tem He meHee, rocnoACcTBOBaa NOYTU KYTKaA TULLMHA.

Ee B3rnsg npocnenoBan Haf MECTHOCTbIO, KOTOpPas ellle HeAaBHO Ka3anach Apy»KentobHoM.

— DTO MOMKET OKas3aTbCA A1 HaC CMepTeibHbIM, C/IN Mbl CEMYAC XKe He OTNPaBUMCA B NyTb, —
nNpPoAoAXKan OH.

B ero ronoce 6b1710 CNOKOWCTBUE, KOTOPOE A3/10 el MOHATb, YTO [)Keb roBopma 0 KOHKPETHOM
onacHoctu. OH TaK yBepeHHO 3By4Yan, roBopa 31o. Ho [)KeHHa He XxoTena No3Bo/MTb 3anyraTb cebs.

— CmepTenbHo? Pa3Be 3TO HEMHOFO He CAUWKOM? fl He BMXKY HMKAKOM onacHOCTU. CKaXu MHe,
YTO NPOUCXOAUT, — OHA ocMmoTpenach. LUnpokas ctenb Apy*KentobHO NpocTUpanach y ee Hor.

OH noKayvan rosoBon.

— Celtyac Ha 3TO HET BPEMEHW, — C 3TUMW C/I0OBAMM OH OTBEPHY/CA M NOLWeEN Mpoudb.
MopaxeHHaa [)KeHHa ocTanacb No3agun. YTo oHa AonxKHa Tenepb genatb? UaTn cneaom 3a HUM nam
octaBaTtbcA Ha mecte? He 6bino 6bl nydwe nogoxaaTb 34ecb? Bo3mMOXKHO, ee BOCMOMMHAHMA
BEPHYTCA, U OHa y3Hana bObl, KaKk OHa Nonana cloAa U YTo Aenathb.

KTo Ha camom gene atoT [keb?

— [keb? — 3akpuyana oHa. — [xkeb! Tbl e He MOXKelb MeHA NpPocTo... — Ho [xeb He
MOBEPHY/NCA K HeW, a UueneHanpaBneHHO wen ganbwe. Fopno [KeHHbl cxanocb. OH 6bin
€ANHCTBEHHbIM 4YEe/I0BEKOM 34€eCb BAO/b M MNOMEPEK, a pPaccToAHME A0 Hero Bce bonblie
yBe/MYMBanocb. MbiC/b OCTaTbCA B 3TOM Aa/1M MPAKTUYECKM CBOAU/IA €€ C YMa.

OHa rnyboko B3AOXHYNa, 3aTeM B3fA/7a PHOK3aK, KOTOPbIA Tenepb 6bin ropa3no nerdye 6es
oAexapl, U nobexxana cnegom 3a xebom.

Mocne Toro Kak HarHana ero, OHU WM HEKOTOPOE BPEMA MO4a PAAOM APYr C APYromM. TemHble
obnaka CTArMBa/NCb Ha FOPUM3OHTE HaJ ropamu, B HanpaBAeHUW, Kyaa OHM wWwaraan. Mectamun B
3eM/II0 YAapAan MOJIHUKM, HO LUTOPM ObiNl elle CAULIKOM [3JIEKO, YTO MOMKHO YC/bilaTb rpom. B
BO3/YyXE BUCEN 3aTX/Ibli1 3aMax 3eM/IN U CTasI0 3aMETHO npoxsagHee. [KeHHa Aporkasa M A0 KOoHUaA
3acTerHys1a MOJIHUIO Ha KYPTKE.

OHa 6blna rosofiHa 1 XxoTesa NUTb, HO He OCMenunBasiacb nonpocutb [xkeba ceituac o nayse. OH
len pAaoM C HEW Ha PaccTOAHMKU ABYX METPOB, U OHAa c/leAusia 3a HUM yrosikom rnasa. OH 6bin Ha
ronosy Bblllie Hee. [oa oAexaoi BblAenANnocb cnoptuBHoe Tesio. OH ABUrancsa yBEPEHHO, NOYTU
NNaBHO, 3TO cpasy Opocunocb el B rnas3a. Ero BbipaxkeHne Anua ObiN0  CAEPKAHHBIM,
CKOHLEHTPMPOBaHHbIM. OH COLLYPMA Na3a A0 Y3KMX LENOYEeK M HeMNpPepbiBHO CMOTPen Ha Jec
BOANEKe.

— ke6? Foe mbl?

OH NOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee, HO He CHU3M/ Temna.

OH konebanca.

— A He 3Hato TOYHO.

— Tbl He 3HaewWwb? — OHA, Kak camo coboi pasymetoweecs, cuymtana, yto [Keb 3aecb
opueHTUpoBasca. HakoHel, OH 3Han 06 ONAcHOCTU B 3TO MECTHOCTU U, BUAMMO, O MECTE, B KOTOPOM
OHM 6b1Kn 6bl B 6e3onacHOCTU. MNoyemy elle OH TaK ObICTPO LWes B CTOPOHY FOPM30HTa?
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— fl He yBepeH, — BHEe3anHO OH MOKa3a/cA el ropasao oHee, Yem paHbwe. N yassumbim. — A
NPOCHYNCA B 3TON OKpyre AeHb Ha3aA. TaKKe Kak Tbl. fl 3HaN cBoe MMsA, HO Honblie HMUYero He Hbino.

[)KeHHa Morna Xopowo MOHATb ero: ee Teno ToXe Obl0 KaK MycTas KOMHaTa, YbW CTEHbI
BblKpalleHbl B 6es0e u B KOTOPOMN He BblN0 HUKAKOM mebenn, KapTuH uan Kospos. Huuero. ToNbKo
BOMPOChHI, HAa KOTOPbIe OHA He 3Hana OTBETbI.

Kak s ctoga nonana? fl He 3HaAl 3TOM MeCTHOCTWU. UTaK, A 34eCb YyKan, HO Kak Takoe MOrno
NPOW30ITK, YTO A NPOCHY/IACb B HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe, He 3Had, KaK nonana coga?

Moyemy A 6blna ronoi? OTKyAa nosBmMaacb ogexkaa? Noyemy oHa NOAXOAUT MHE, Kak byaTo
OHa moA?

C KaXk4on MWHYTOM, KOr4a OHa NPOAO/IXKaNa PasAymblBaTh Hag 3TUM, [)KeHHa 3anyTbiBanacb
euwe 6onbue.

— TaKXKe KaK M Tbl, A HAlWeN PIOK3aK C 04eX40M1, efoin u ByTblIKON C BOAOM, — MPOAO/XKAN
[OKeb.

enypok [KeH 3aypyan oT 3TUX CAOB, HO, NO KpaillHeN mepe, OHA Tenepb 3Hana, YToO B e€e
ptoK3aKe 6bln0 YTO-TO cbesobHOe.

— CHayvasia HUYero He NPOMUCXOAMN0, — OH 06XBATUN PyKOW NOAB6OPOAOK, MOTMPAA NasibLaMM

rnagkue Wekn. — fA... A NOMHIO He TaK MHOrO BELLeN M3 MOEM KU3HWU, HO TO, O YeM BCMOMMHaALO,
34,eCb 3TOro HerT.

— Hanpumep?

— MoToumKkn. YepHbliA, NAaKMPOBAHHbIN, CTapblii UHAWACKUIA Xapnau [3BuAacoH. MoLWHbIN, C
NoTepTbIM KOPUYHEBBIM KOXKaHbIM cugeHuMem. A Aymato, YTO OH NpUHagNeKan MHe, — OH
NOBEPHY/ICA K HEel, HO He OCTaHOBUACA. — Tbl 3HaeLWb, YTO TAKOE MOTOLMKA?

— [a, — BHe3anHo nepeA rnasamu [KeHHbl NosBUAACb KapTMHKa. [la, OHa NOMHMAA O TOM,

KaK BbIrnagen motoumkn. OHa No4vyBCTBOBAsa HEKOTOPYHO Haaexay. Mbican, 4to Bce 6bl10 TONBKO
CHOM, OHa Yy*Ke AaBHO oTbpocuna. HUKTO M3 cnaLmMX He YyBCTBYET KaK Ha NATKE HAaTUPAET BOMNOYHbIN
canor. Het, 3aecb 66110 4TO-TO Apyroe. He coH. KaK Bce ke OHa 04yTUNACh 34EeCb, OHA A0/IKHA HAalTH
A0pOory Ha3az AO0MOMW, rae Tak xoTtena 6biTb. OT 3TUX MbIC/IeN 3aKPYKMAACh FON0BA.

[:xeb BbITAHYN PYKY BNepea.

— Tbl BUAULWb 34€Cb rae-HMbyab A0POry, ,OM UAKN YTO-TO eLe?

— HeT, — npusHana oHa. Jopora. [lom. [NoaBnancb HoBble KapTUHKU. — UTaK, ecam HeT Jopor,
3a4eM, K YepTy, HYKeH MOTOUMKA? — CepaAnTo CNPOCUA OH.

[keHHa 6blna paga, yto [)Keb BnepBble He CMOr cAepkaTb CBOW YyBCTBA MNOZ MOJHbIM
KOHTPO/IEM, U C HUM, O4E€BUAHO, MPOUCXOANIO TO KEe CaMOe, YTO U C HE CaMOMN.

— Tbl ewe NOMHULWb, r4e Tbl BUAEN 3TOT MOTOLMKA?

— HerT, A 3Hal0 TONbKO, YTO 3TO 6bINO rae-To B Apyrom mecte. Ho TyT ecTb ewe Koe-yTo,
NO3TOMY A AYMAt0, YTO Mbl HAXOAUMCSA B YY»KOM MUpe.

YyKoi Mmmp? YTO 3TO AO/IKHO 3HAUYUTL?

Tenepb Bce ee BHMMaHKeE Obl/I0 NPUKOBAHO K HEMY.

— lMoyemy Tbl TaK Aymaellb?

— MNocnaHue.

— KaKoe nocnaHmne? — nosTtopuaa [xeHHa. — To/IbKO He 3acTaBaiAl BCce BbITATMBaTbL M3 Tebs.

— Korga a npocHyncs 34ech, ewe Hallen 3ToT JIMCTOK.

— Jlnctok?! — [I)KeHHa xoTena paccmenaTbca BCAyX. ITO Bcerga ayyuwe!

— C coobueHnem. K Ham. B Hem HaxoaMN0Cb, YTO C HAMW NPOU3OLLNO.

[XeHHa Kak pa3 xoTena caenatb HECKO/IbKO KOMMEHTapWeB, KOraa 3amMeTusa CepbesHoe
BblpaxeHue nmua Axeba.
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O yem OH Tam pasroBapuBan? CHayasa HAMEKM, YTO OHWU HAXOLMUIUCb B KAKOM-TO ONACHOCTH, a
Tenepb, YTO Y HEro A41a meHs coobuieHme. O, rocnogun. ITo Bce bbl10 6beccmbiceHHbIM. OHKU berkanu
OT Yero-To Npoyb, Yero He 6blNo, U, BepoATHO, [Axeb He coBcem ApPYXuA ¢ ronosoi. OHa AO0/XKHa
6blna NON0XKMUTL KOHeL, 3TOMY 6e3yMunto, YTOObl CMOYb BEPHYTLCA A0MOIA.

— Ax, — [>keHHa 60/blLe He MOrna CAEepP)KMBATb BeCeble HOTKM B ronoce. — M 4to cToAn0 Ha
3TOM /INCTKE?

KaK HW CTpaHHO, OH TONIbKO CMOKOMHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— MHe 6b1710 ACHO, YTO Tbl TaK OTPearnpyeLlb.

— Kak ke ewe A gonkHa bblna oTpearnposaTb?

— Tbl morna 6bl 3agaTb MHe Bonpoc. COGCTBEHHO MeEHSs yAMBAAET, YTO Tbl €LlLe He Cnpocuaa
MeHS.

— Yro 33 BONpOC?

Tenepb 6yaeT ewe v AypaLKaa BUKTOPUHA?

TeMHoe 061aK0o 3aKpbI/IO COJHLE, TaK YTO OKpY)Kalowas cpeda Norpysmaacb B NoYTU XKyTKME
cymepku. [xkeb Tenepb ynopHO CMOTPEN el B IMLO. 3aTEM OH OTBETU.

— Tbl gonXHa 6blna 6bl CNPOCUTb MEHS, KaK A Tebs Halwen.

Cnosa [keba BUXpem KpyTUAUCb B ronoBe [KeHHbl. OHa ocTaHoBMANacb. CHOBa ocMOTpenach.
CTenb, HAaCKONbKO OxBaTbiBan B3rnag. OHa MblTanacb HalTU MeCTO, rae NeXKasna B BbICOKOM Tpase.
HeB0O3MOXHO. 3Ta MECTHOCTb C/IOBHO OO/bLUOWN KENTO-3e/IeHOM OKeaH, B KOTOPOM MOMKHO 6blio
noTepATbCA.

«3TO HEMbIC/IMMO, YTO OH MEHSA NPOCTO C/IY4aMHO Hallen».

OHa cunno oTKawAanachb.

— Tbl 3HaN, rae Hangewb MeHA? — KPWKHYy/a OHa emy Bcaen, NoTomy 4Tto [xeb HeycTaHHO
Wwen snepea.

— [a. 310 6b1/10 YacTblo NocnaHUA. Mgem yxKe, Ham HYXKHO NOTOpPONKUTbCA. TO, YTO A Ha caMoMm
Aene 1ebA Hawen, NoATBEPXKAAET, YTO BCE A0MKHO ObITb TaK, KAaK HaNMMCAHO B NOC/IAHUM.

[)KeHHa CHOBa NpucoeAnHUNACk K HEMY M MOCMOTpena Ha Hero. Kak 6bl oHa He 6oAanack ero
OTBETa, el HY*KHO 6blN0 334aTb CneayoLWMn BONPOC, XOTENA I OHA TOTO UK HET.

— B Hem TaK»Ke HaxoAnNOCb OT YEero Mbl HeXnUmM?

OH nomeanunn, bpocun B3rNAL B HanpaBNeHUMM neca, KOTOpbl Obln Bce ewe BAANM HA
ropusoHTe. [)KeHHa 3ameTuna, 4to [xxeb xoten npoAoKntb ob6bacHeHMe.

BHe3anHo BAanu pasganca NpPOTAMKHbIA KpuK. OH, Ka3anocb, WwWen usganeka, CHavyana To/bKo
cnabo, HO 3aTemM NepeKpblNl YETKUIN LWenect BeTpa B Tpase. [KeHHa B3A4POrHyna. 3TO 3By4ano
Y}KaCHO, BHYLUA/IO CTPax 1 Npexae Bcero — 6b1710 BoobLEe He YenoBeYecKoe.

— Tbl TOXKe 370 cAblwana? — [xkeb 3acTbin, BCA }KU3Hb, KAa3aN0Cb, MOKMHYNA €ro.

— [a, *)yTKo. Y710 370 B6bINO? — [)KEHHA NOCMOTpPEesia B HanpaB/ieHUN, U3 KOTOPOro AOHeccs
HeYyeNoBEeYECKUN KPUK, HO HUKOro He 6blno BMAHO. [Keb Bce ewe CTOAN HEenoABWMKHO, M OHa
aKKypaTHO NPMKOCHYACk K ero pyke: — [xe6?

— [aBai bbicTpee MATK ganblue, COMHLE ceiyac coBcemM McyesHeT. B nocnaHum 6b110, 4TO Mbl B
OMacHOCTM, Korga He CBeTUT conHue, — [Ikeb cepbe3HO MOCMOTPeN Ha Hee ACHbIMW, Kapumwu
rnasamu. — Ha nucte HanucaHo eue 60/blle, HO Ha 3TO Y Hac HeT BpemeHu. Mo-BnamMmomy, Y4To-To
€CTb TaM, CHApy¥W, U TOHMUTCA 3@ HaMKU. ITO CBA3AHO C HAWMM CcTpaxom. Mbl O0MKHbI ObITb
OCTOPOKHbIMK, MO KPaHeEN mepe, A0 TeX Nop, NOKa He y3Haem 6onblue 06 3ToN Bewn. Tenepb Ham
HY}XHO ABUraTbCA Aaiblue.

«KTo-TO npecnegosan ux? KTo 1 noyemy?»

~9~
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[)KeHHa NoHANa, YTO He MOJYYMT B AaHHbIA MOMEHT OT Hero OoTBeToB. BmecTo 3TOro oHa
yKasa/sia Ha Hebo, rae cobupanacb bonbluan rpo3oBasd Tyda No3aan ropHbix BeplwnH. OHa nobexkana
NPAMO K HEMY.

— TaK 3T0 YMHO, HaNpPaBAATbCA HENOCPEACTBEHHO K /iecy?

[>keb KnBHy.

— Tam ecTb AepeBo, U Mbl MOXXEM PA3BECTU OrOHb. 34€eCb, B CTENMU, TOPUT UIU HUYETO, /TN BCE.

3TO /IOTMYHO, HO MbICIM He ycnoKamBanu [keHHy. HanpoTtus. flec 6bin Bce elwe ganeko
BnepeamM, Kak OHM OOCTUTHYT ero paHblie rpo3bl. [keb, KarKeTcAa, AymMan TakXkKe, TaK KaK OH
BOMPOCUTE/NIbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee:

— Kak gymaelub, mbl MOrav 6bl HEMHOrO NpobexkaTbes?

Kak 6yaTO OH MO4YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK MHOrO BOMPOCOB €elie BepTenocb Yy Hee Ha A3blKe, OH
NoCneLwHo BbINannA;

— Mbl NPOAONKMM Pa3roBop, KOrga Hakgem OCTanbHbIX.

— OcTanbHbIX? — nbIxTena Ha bery [)KeHHa. — KaKkue Takue apyrme? — N0 KaKUM-TO
NpUYMHAM OHa BCe Bpema Aymana, uto oHu ¢ xxebos ogHM.

— Ham HyXHO K HuM. MoxeT bbiTb, OHM 3HAlOT, YTO 34ecb npousowno. Ecnm mbl xoTum
BbIXXWTb, HAM HYHbl 3T OTBETDI.

OcTanbHoble.

OHM BbINN He OAHMN.

Cnasa bory! /lloan 03Ha4aloT 3aWmMTy M 6€30MacHOCTb.

CHoBa pasganca KpuK. Ha 3TOT pa3 OH 3By4Yan KaK BM3I, OT KOTOPOro No cnuHe y [KeHHbl
npobexkan xono[0K. M Ha 3TOT pas 3Xo 6bl10 3HaUYUTENbHO BanKe.

3To 03Hayano, YTO CTOMT NPUIOKUTb DONblIe CUA ANA 3alUTbl — €CAU UX AEeUCTBUTENIbHO
npecnegosanu.
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I'1aBa 2

OHM npecnefoBann ero ¢ TOro MOMEHTA, Kak OH NPOCHyAcA. COUTbIN C TO/IKY, B YyXKOM MUPE,
6e3 BocnomMUHAHWMN. Tonblit. OH NOCKONb3HYACA B KPEMKWUX MOXOAHbIX Canorax, Korga Brepsble
ycabiwan Kpuk. OHM 6bian 61mn3Ko. N nx 6110 6onblue.

OH MrHOBEHHO MOYYBCTBOBA/ OMACHOCTb. BosOCbI Ha 3aTblIKE MPUNOAHANUCH, U APOXKb
npobekana yepes Bce ero Teno.

Y710 6bI 3TO HM 6bIN0, OHO 6bINO ONACHO. MHCTUHKTMBHO A 3HANA, YTO MY HYXKHO Bbl1o 6exaTb.

Korga oH cobpasnca ¢ AyXOMm, YTO-TO C HEBEPOATHOM CU/ION TONKHYNO ero Ha 3em/it0. 3To 6bl10o
KaK 6yATO OH Ha MOJIHOM CKOPOCTK BHEXKA/ B MAaCCUMBHYIO CTEHY, CTEHY M3 3aMeP3LLErO /ibaa. YroNKom
rnasa OH 3aMeTU, YTO 3TO YTO-TO MMENO YesloBeKonoaobHyto durypy. MrHoBeHHO OH NMOYyBCTBOBA
X0NogA, B 1€BOM pyKe, Tam, rae ¢urypa KocHynacb ero. OH yBepHy/CcA, OTNOA3as Hasag No 3emse, ero
NeBan pyKa, 40 KOTOPOM AOTPOHY/OCH CyLecTBo, H6ecnonesHo BO/OYMAACb MO33aaM HEro U He
crmbanacb. Y Hero He MO/y4anocb PacCMOTPETb MNPOTMBHMKA WM3-3a HeAOCTaTKa BPEMEHU U
HeyAayHoro nosioxKeHus. OH TONbKO 3Ha/l, YTO €My HYXHO MCYe3HYTb KaK MOXHO 6bicTpee. OH
nepeBepHy/CA, OTTONIKHYICA 340P0BOM PyKOW OT 3emnu. OAHMM NPbI)KKOM BCTan Ha HoOru. A 3atem
nobexkan. OH 6exkan TaK bbICTPO, KaK Mor. EMy B cnrHYy Npo3ByYan pa3oyapoBaHHbIN KPUK, AIMHHbIN,
PaCTAHYTbIN, XPUNbIN BOW, KOTOPbIN, Ka3aN0Cb, 3aCTPAN B €ro ro/IoBe M Ha KOTOPbI BCKOpEe OTBETU
ApYyron KpuK. YTo 6bl Tam He Hanaso Ha Hero, oHo 6bl10 He oAHO. Bbinn U apyrue, oxoTMBLIKECA
ceiyac Ha Hero. MNoyemy oHM HanagatoT? HeyenoBeyeckme 3ByKM rpemenin B ero ywax. OH yBenmuunn
Temn. Ero gbixaHue 6b1710 TAXKENbIM M OH NbITAaNCA UTHOPMPOBATbL NapanusytoLyo 601b B N1€BOM pPYKe.
OH He ornagbiBancs, emy He XOTeNoCb 3HaTb, CKO/IbKO CYLLECTB OXOTATCA 338 HUM, M3-3a CTpaxa, YTo
€ro Horn OTKaXyT NoJ, Ux B3rnsAoM.

Piok3ak 60/ibHO 6un ero nNo cnuHe, 6yTblKa BOAbl BHYTPU HEro 4YyBCTBOBasacb 4Yepes
maTtepuan. Ho oH 6bin pag Bce ewe 061a4aTb STUMK BelaMmu. Ha 6ery oH TyxKe 3aTAHYA PEMHN.

«/lyywe», — noayman oH. «Tak nydwe. TONbKO He CNOTKHUCb, €CNM Tbl CMOTKHELWbCA, — OHMU
normatot Tebna».

OH gyman, 4YTo NOYyBCTBOBA/ AblXaHWE €ro npecnenoBaTesieit Ha 3aTbllKe, X004 B pyke
Aobpanca A0 KOHYMKOB ManbueB. OH NOYTM He mor 6onblue ee YyBCTBOBATb, M KOraa nonbiTanca
nolleBennTb, Nanblbl CBena cyaopora. ITo 6b10, Kak byATO KpoBb B ero BeHax 3amep3na. OH
3aCTOHAJ1, HO C}Kan 3ybbl, 3aMepeB KPUKM B CBOEM Tesle.

YT0-TO NO3agM HEero COTPAC/IO 3eMJI0 U BbI3BANO yAapHYH BOJIHY. YTO 3TO 6b1N10? B3pbiB? B
nocnegHioto cekyHay Muwa 6pocunca Bnepea, spkas 601b NPOH3MNA ero 3aTbl/IOK, KOr4a OH ynas Ha
nneyo. Ha MrHoBeHWe Bce BOKPYr HEro CTasio Kak B TymaHe. OH CHOBa YC/blilWan KPUKU U BOMIU
nosagn ceba. OHM pasgaBanuck ganblie yem npexae. OH He cbean OT HUX, HO MONYy4YUn
NPEeMMYLLLECTBO.

Muwwa TArocTHO nogHANCA n bpocnn BbICTPbIM B3rNA4 Yepes naeyo.

B JKYTKMX CymepKax OH CMOr PacCMOTPETb HECKO/JIbKO TeMHbIX GuUryp, KOTopbin meaneHHO
ABUranncb K Hemy. OHM 6bIan NPUBAN3UTENBHO OAHOTO POCTa € HUM. OTAEbHbIE ML BO3HUKANM U3
TEMHOM Maccbl, CHOBa M CHOBA Me/ibKa/n CBEeT/ble BO/IOCbl. [eNCTBUTENbHO, OH MPOABUranca
HeA0CTaToO4HO ObICTPO, HO XOTen 3HaTb, YTO MpecnenoBano ero no3agu. Ho Ha 3TOT pas, Koraa OH
3ameTunn Gpurypy, Bce pacnnblaiocb nepes rnasamm M oH He cmor Ux cdoKycnpoBaTb. Obpas, Kasanocs,
mepuan. OH caancs.

«HacKoNbKO OHM Aaneko?»

CTO MeTpoB, N0 MeHbLUeN mepe.

HaknoHuBWUCL Bnepea, OH NOMNbITancs NoAHATbCA. [pyAHaa KNeTka OTYaaHHO NOAHMMANACh, C
KarkObIM B3[0XOM B JIerKMX Konono. Tenepb BCHO HETHYLLYOCS PYKy cBoauna cyaopora. Yto-To
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60/1bHO NyNbCMPOBaNO Ha begpe, HO OH NPouUrHopupoBsan 3To. OH BbiTawma BYTbIAKY C BOAOM U3
PIOK3aKa M ONyCTOLIW/ ee NocneLHbIMU rnoTkamu. O HOBOW BOZE OH MOT NOAYyMaTb MO3MKe.

Tenepb emy Hy)HO 6Oblno pgBuratbca aganbwe. OH 3HaA, YTO ewe AONro He b6yaer B
6e3onacHocTu. Ero npecneagoBatein HEYMOAMMO NPUBAUIKAINCL. ITO OblSI0 BECCMbICIEHHO — NPOCTO
6eXaTb Aanblie, NoKa He MnoTepsAeT Co3HaHWe OT ucToweHus. OH JO/IKEH CymeTb CnpsaTaTb CBOM
cnenbl, 0bMaHyTb Mx YyBcTBa. HO Kak?

Ero B3rnag 6poann BoKpyr. BenbllKa MOTHUKM ocBeTMUIa HEGO Ha AONH0 CEKYHAbI.

Tam. He TaKk ganeKko nokasancs nec Ha poHe TEMHOro ropmsoHTa. Tam OH He Obin Obl TaKoW
nerkon gobbiyent. OHM He cmoram Bbl Tak BbICTPO ero HaliTu, BO3MOXKHO, Aaxe noTtepsnin bbl cnead. OH
06OHaXKunn 3y6bl B peLINTE/IbHOMN YXMblJIKE.

Al 0cTaBNO NO3a4AM 3TUX NPOKNATLIX 3BEPEN.
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I'taBa 3

JleoH BbINpPAMMACA U OCMOTpencA. TpaBa — HACKO/MbKO XBATaso Na3, U TO/bKO B OAHOM
Hanpas/ieHMM NOABWJICA TEMHbIN Nec.

«Qué pasa?* (ucn. Yro npoucxoaut? NMPUM. nepeBoaumka) Kak A nonan cioga?»

OH nocmoTpen Ha cBoe ObHa)KeHHoe Teno. UccuHA-yepHble GUrypbl C KpblbAMM, Yepena,
uenan Kyya H6yKB, KOTOpble OH HE MOT MPOYMUTATb, OPHAMEHTbI, reomeTpuyeckme eurypbl. Ero pyku,
HOMW, BCA BEPXHAA YaCTb Tena — BCe HblI0 NOKPbITO 3TMMM 3aragouHbIMU PUCYHKaMKU. OH NAKOHYA Ha
PYKY 1 NONbITasca cTepeTb 04HO U3 n3obpaxkeHnin. HanpacHo. 3Tu WTYKn Bblan Noj ero KoxKen.

«Moe N1 NOKPbLITO TAKUMMU Ke?»

BO3MOXKHOCTM NpoBEpPUTb 3TO He bblno.

«Mierda*!» (*ucn. Oepbmo. MPUM. nepeBoaumka) «3TO ceiyac NAOXO MAM XOPOLWO NS
MEHSA?»

Tak KaK KapTWHKM 4YacTM4HO nobnieknn, oHn He moram obo3HayaTb HMYero nioxoro. Kpome
TOro, OHW He 6ONeNn U He Yecanncb, BEPOATHO, OH YXKe AABHO XO04MA C HUMU. OH NpPoBen pyKou no
HOCY M WeKam, 3aTem no rosose. Ero koxka 6bina abcontoTHo rnagkon. HeTpoHyToM.

OH cHOBa NOCMOTpPeN Ha cebsA BHU3 U yXMblibHYACA. Hy, N0 KpalHel mepe, Ha OAHOM MecTe He
6b1N10 3TUX... TaTyMpoBoOK!!!

Ero oKkyTano xosnoaHoe AbixaHWe BeTpa. Baanu HaumMHanacb cunbHaa 6ypsA, a OH CTOAN
COBEPLUEHHO FO/1bI B HE3HAKOMOM MECTe.

BHe3anHO ny4 cBeTa NPOHWK 4Yepe3 o6saka, OT Yero B TpaBe YTO-TO CBepKHyno. C
ntobonbiTctBom JleoH noberkan NPAMO K Hemy.

PloK3aK C o4eAoN, KOTOpY OH cpa3y e Hagen. CnanbHbli mewok. OH Hawen 60/blol
CKNaZHOW HOX, Ie3BMe KOTOPOro Bbl/10 HEBEPOATHO OCTPbIM, NOC/IE YETO Y3HaN, KaK ero OTKPbIBaTb.

«Xopowo», — nogymasn oH, — «No-KpanHeln mepe, Tenepb A He 6e33aLUTHbINY.

OH Kak pa3 ybpan HOX B KapMaH, KOrAa 3TOT 3BYK 3acTaBu ero obepHyTbCA.

Hefaneko OT HEro CToANM NapeHb U AeBYLIKA U CMOTPENU HA Hero. Ha HMx bblia noxoxan Ha
ero ogexaa. MapeHb 6bl1 NOYTU Ha rONIOBY BbilWe, YeM OH caM. B3rnag J/leoHa CKO/Ib3HY/ NO Hemy.
fOHoWwa wW3ny4an cuay M CNOKOMCTBME, AAXKe MPW TOM, YTO B AaHHbIK MOMEHT cyeTuncs. JleoH
WNHTYUTUBHO MOHAN, YTO MMEET AE/I0 C KEM-TO, KOO HeNb3A HEA00LEHUBATD.

Y peBywKn 6b110 Kpacusoe Anuo u rybol, byato BblienseHble ana cusiowen ynblbkm. Ho
celiyac feByllKa He ynblbanacb. Ee cTpoilHOe Tesio Obi/Io TaKKe HaMpAXEeHO Kak U ee MUMMKa, U
BHe3anHO JleoH TOXe MOHAA, Novyemy 3TM ABOe TaK NOAO3PUTENIbHO CMOTPENM HA HEero U He
noaxoannu 6avxe.

«WTaK, Ha n1ue Y MeHA ToXKe TaTyMPOBKW. BepoATHO, ANA HUX A BbIFAXKY Kak MOHCTp».

JleoH BHYTpeHHe 4YepTbIXHY/ACA, 3aTemM MNPOTAHY/N PYKM B UX CTOPOHY, NOBEPHYA NAZOHAMM
BBEpPX, YTODOblI MOKa3aTb, YTO OH He BOOPYXKEH W HUYEro NAoOXoro He 3amblwnan. OH caenan um
HaBCTpeYy napy LIaros.

[JesywwKa kKonebanacb, HO HE3HAKOMbI MapeHb TOXKeE CAeNaN HECKOJIbKO LUAroB B €r0 CTOPOHY.
OH He ynbibanca, HO Kasanca apyxxentobHbiM. OH NOAHAN PYKY B 3HAK NPUBETCTBUA.

— A — Oxeb. 3t0 — [KeHHa.

— MeHa 30ByT JleoH.

XOTA OH He 3Han, rae HaXoAMACA, HO EMY HE HYXKHO BbINo AymaTb O TOM, KTO OH. Tem 6onee ans
Hero cneaytowme cnosa [xkeba 66111 6onee yauBUTENbHBIMM.

— MbI UCKanu TebA.

[xeb cen B TpaBy pagom c SleoHom. [)KeHHa 3aCTeHUYMBO NPOTAHYAA JIeOHY PYKY, Npexae Yem
YPOHUTb PIOK3aK Ha 3eMJIt0. YiKe HEKOTOPOE BPEMA OHW He C/blWann Tex, KTo npecnefoBan Ux. ITo
Hbl1a XOpPOLLAn BOSMOXKHOCTb BOCCTAaHOBUTb CUJIbI.



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

Oxxeb ckpectnn Horn. OH 3anMHTEepPecoBaHHO NOCMOTPEN Ha JleoHa. Ha rosbix WMKONOTKAx TOro
— OH He HOCW/A HOCKOB — BW/IMCb KAPTWMHKM, BbIFNAAbIBAAM M3-MOA PYKABOB ero pybawku wm
NOKpPbIBaAN BClO ronoBy. KapTUHKM BbITAAAENN YXKACHO, YCTpalakolwe — HO B TO e Bpems
yBneKaTenbHO. «4T0 OHN MOrn 6bl 3HAUYNTL?»

[xxeb oTKawnanca.

— Y T1e6A HeT BONOC 1, MO NpaBAe CKa3aTb, Tbl BbIMAAULbb HEMHOTO CTPAHHO, CO BCEMU 3TUMMU
KapTMHKaMM Ha iMLe 1 Yyepene.

JleoH ynblbHynCcA emy.

— 370 TaTyMpPOBKM, BCE MOE T€N0 NOKPbITO UMMU.

[xeb 3agymanca Hag HOBbIM C/IOBOM.

— Y10 OHO 0603HavaeT?

— fAl He mory yBnAeTb CBOEro /inua, Kak OHO BbIrNAanT?

— Tbl He 3Haelb, KaK BbIFAAUT TBOE NIMLO? — 03agayveHo cnpocun [xxeb. TonbKo ceryac oH
3aMeTW/, YTO TOYHO TaKXKe He MMeeT YeTKOro NPeACTaB/leHMA O TOM, KaK BbIrAAUT OH CaMm.

— HeT, HM manenwero noHATUA, — JleoH, Kasanocb, 3nunca. Ero nosa 6bina HanpaxeHHoOW. OH
C¥Kan poT, KPEMNKO CTUCHYB 3YbObl.

— i, — ycnokauBatowe ckasan Axkeb. — CoxpaHan cnokoncteue. MNprunH BonoBaTbCs HeT. A
npocto 6bl1 HemHoro yausneH. Slilobaa nHbopmauna morna 6bl ObiITb BaXKHOW, €CAN Mbl XOTUM
BbIXXKUTb 34€Ch.

JleoH cHoBa paccnabunca, Ho ero TOH OCTaBa/ICA TBEPAbIM.

— Y10 Tbl TAaM BONTaewsb, compadre*? (npum. ucn. MNpuatens)

[xeb He no3BoIMA J1IeoHY 3anyraTb ero U CNOKOMHO OTBETUA:

— Tbl 3Haews, rae Tol? YTo npmeeno 1eba ctoga? Moyemy Tbl 3geckb? Tl 3HaeLWb, KaK Tbl CHOBA
BEPHELWbCA AOMOM? — OH caenan Hebosbluy May3y M 3aroBOpwa CHoBa. — Tbl 3HaElWb O CBOEWN
npeXKHen }Xn3Hn? OnacHOCTM, KOTOPble CKPbIBAOTCA 34eChb? Xouyelb...

— MNoHATHO, — npepBan ero JIeoH. — A NOHMMaLO, YTO Tbl XOYeLLb MHEe CKa3aTb. M oTBET «HeT».
HeT, y MeHA HeT HM Manenwero NOHMMaHMA TOFO, FAe A W Kak nonan cioga. Y MeHA Takke HeT
rpebaHHOro nNpeactaBAeHUA O TOM, KTO A COOBCTBEHHO eCTb, HO Tbl BbIFA4MWb TaK, Kak byaTo
MOXeLlb 06BACHUTb MHE, YTO BCE 3TO 34eChb 3HAYUT. MUTaK, noyemy Bbl UCKAIN MeHA?

[xxeb 6pocun B3rnag Ha BCe elle TEMHEWLWMA FOPU30HT, 3aTeM OCMOTPE/T TPaBAHOM NMOKPOB
nosaan HMx. Ha f@aHHbIA MOMEHT HMYEro He BbIN0 CAbILWHO, HO 3TO YKe He A0/IKHO BblN0 3HAYUTb, YTO
HUYEro He NPUTANNOCh TaM CHapPYXK. UM HyXKHO natn ganblie. OH pe3Ko BCTan.

— fl paccKaxy Tebe 06 aTom no gopore.

FOHOLWa B TaTyMpoBKax C NOA03PEHNEM NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro.

— Mo popore? — NOBTOPWU OH.

— [a, Ham HyXHO wmaTu. 3aecb Mbl He B 6e30nMacHOCTM — MO33a4M Hac YTO-TO €ecCTb,
OCTOPOXKHO Aobasun [xkeb. Mocne sTnx cnos [KeHHa TOXKe NOAHANACD.

JleoH npogonkan cnaeTb U CNOKOMHO CMOTPETb BOKPYT.

— KT0 0X0TUTCA Ha Hac u novyemy?

[>xeb no4vyBCTBOBA/N, YTO OH CTAHOBWJICA pPasAparkMTenbHbiM. Kak Hanparnacb Koxa Ha ero
weKax. OHM BNYCTYO TPAaTUAM 34€eChb APAroLeHHOe BPpeMsA, Kak U paHee.

— 370 TO, Kak Bce 06cTOoUT. Tbl MOXKeLWb HaM BEPUTb MM OCTaBaTbCA, HA 3TO MHEe HacpaTb, —
nNpopblYaN OH M pa3BepHyAacA. Hanpsa)KeHHO OH paccmaTpuean ropusoHT. — Tenepb Mbl UAeEM
Janblue, Aenan, Kak xo4yellb.

— KaK Tbl 40 3TOro npeKkpacHo ckasan? CoxpaHanl cnokomcTeme! Bbl pacckasbiBaeTe MHe Kydy
CTPaHHbIX BELLen M TaK yaMBAseTeCb, KOrAa A He MOry BCe Cpasy nepeBapuTb M HpaBo noberkatb 3a
Bamu? — JleoH NiaBHO NoAgHAACA, OcTaBMB OYTbINIKY C BOAOW feXaTb W CN/IIOHYA B TPaBy PALOM C
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coboi. — MapeHb, A TONIbKO YTO NPOCHYACA. B yem maTb poguna. B mecte, B KOTOPOM HUKOTAa He
6bIBan, U HE MOry BCMOMHUTb, KTO A. [la, A elle He 3Halo, KaK BbIFAXKY, 3aTeEM NpUXoauTe Bbl ABOeE.
Bac s TOXKe He 3Hato, M Bbl paccKa3blBaeTe MHe YTO-TO O npecnefoBaHuMu. — [loXKanyi a Bepto Bam.
HO y meHsA ele uenasa Kyda BONPOCOB.

— Ha Hux mbl oTBeTMM Tebe no gopore. Tenepb HaM HYXXHO OTNPABAATLCA U HANTU OCTA/IbHbIX.

— EcTb ewe 60nblue HeYAAYHMKOB, KOTOPbIX 3a6POCUN0 B 3TY HEFOCTEMPUMMHYO MECTHOCTb.

— [fa.

— O CKONbKUX Ntoaax NAET pedb?

— YeTbIpex.

— W Tbl 3HaewWb, rae OHM Haxo4ATCA.

— [fa.

— Ho Tbl He cKaXkewb MHe, OTKyAa Tbl 3TO 3HaelWb?

Tenepb yKe n [)KeHHa CMOTpena Ha Hero C HagexXaon. Baanm Ha ropusoHTe B YepHOM Hebe
BCMbIXHYN3 MONHUA. — Y HAC OCTAaeTCA He TaK MHOFO BPeMeHU, — noTopanansan ux xeb.

— Okei, [keb. Bbirnagut TaK, Kak byato y 17ebsa ecTb nnaH. i BO3bMy proK3aK, U Toraa Tbl
CNOKOMHO pacCKaXkelb BCe No gopore.

JleoH caenan HECKO/IbKO LIAroB B CTOPOHY, HarHyACA, 3aTem OH FPOMKO Bblpyrascs.

— Hijo de puta!* (npum. nep. ncn. CykuH cbiH!)

[xeb6 obepHynca. MapeHb B TaTyMPOBKaX PbICKas B TPABe BbITAHYTbIMU Brepes pykamu, ero
B3rnAag MxopagoyHo 6poann no semne.

— Yt0 cayumnocb? — [I)KeHHa, KoTopaa 03aboyeHHO cmoTpena Ha Hebo, obepHynacb TOXKe,
noka [>keb cnegoBan K NapHIO B TaTyMpPOBKaX.

Ptok3ak JleoHa mncues.
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Korga OH nNpoOCHyAcA, TO yCAblWwan OTHANEHHbIE KPUKW, KOTOpble, OAHAKO, TOTYac
npeKkpaTuAnCb. Tenepb OH He MOF MOHATb, OTKyAa AOHOCUAUCL 3TU BO3rAackl. bbin M 310 BoOGLLE
yeln-To ronoc?

PaBHWHA, pacnpocTépLuanca nepes ero B3opom, Bcenana ctpax. Ha nby npoctynun not. Yto-10
6b110 coBcem He Tak. EMy 3aecb aenatb Heyero.

Ero ronosa 6bina nyctomn, sce BHYTpM 6bin0 cTEPTO. OT 3TON NYCTOTbI NEepexBaTbiBa/iO AblXaHMeE.
OH nnxopagoyHO ocmoTpenca BoKpyr. MpocTtop, 6eckoHeYHbIn npoctop. OH 6osblie He Mor AblWwaTh,
ero rpyap cxkano ot 6onm. OH 3a4bixancAa OT MaHMKKU. HAaKNOHMBWIMCL Bnepea, OH CKOPYMACA Ha
KOopTouKax. Ho Kak 6bl He nbiTancs ybeautb cebe B 06paTHOM, HUYEro, COBEPLLUEHHO HUYEro He 6bl1o
B nopsagKke. OH 6bln roNbiM U He 3Han, rae Haxoaunca. OH YNOPHO MbIXTEN, MbITAafACb BCMOMHUTD,
3anycTuB 06e pyKun B BONOCbI, KOTOPbIe C OAHON CTOPOHbI BblIM KOPOTKO NOACTPUKEHDI, @ Ha APYron
CTOPOHE A/IMHOW MO Mneyo.

McnyraHHO OTAepHYN PyKy Hasaa. Yto-To 6necHyno B yroske rnasa, OH MHCTUHKTUBHO
CXBATWU/ICA 3@ 3TO W yXBATWU/ B pPyKe NpAgb BOOC — OHA b6blna cuHein.

M TYyT OH BCNOMHWUA.

«MeHs 30ByT TuaH».

3HaHWe CBOEro UMEHM MFHOBEHHO MOAEMNCTBOBANO KAK-TO YTELIMUTENbHO U ObII0 CNOBHO AKOPb
B 3TOM CTPAHHOM MUpe. TUaH U3My4YeHHO ynan Ha oK 1 }KaAHO BTArMBaN BO3AYyX.

BeTep urpan ¢ octasibHbIMM €ro BOJI0OCAaMM, YEPHBIMU KaK HOYb, HO 3Ta Npuban3nTenpHo B ABa
CaHTUMeTpa WnpoKasa npaab bnectena GaHTACTUYECKMM CUHUM. TMaH paccMaTpmMBan ee U 3Han, YTo
OHa OKpaweHa. OH KaK pa3 xoTen noaymaTb Haj, 3TUM, MOYeMy OH 3TO 3Ha/, Korga BeTep CHOBA
AOHEC A0 Hero KpMKK. Ha aToT pa3 oH He CMOT pa3nnYnTb HanpasaeHWe, OTKYAa OHU AOHEC/UChH.

— 3! — KpMKHYA OH rpoMKo. 3aTem elle pa3. HUKTO He oTBeYvan.

— 3aecb KTo-HMbyab ecTb?

TpaBa 6blna BblCOKOM. OH HE MOr HWKOrO yBMAETb. BHe3anHo OH 6osnblie He Obla yBEPEH,
npeasewann 1M 3TM KPUKU NOMOLLb MAW ONACHOCTb. TWMAH MOBEPHY/ACA OAWH Pa3 BOKPYr, 3aTem
noxan nnedamm. OH fomKeH 6bia Obl yKe y3HaTb, KTO TaM U HYXKAA/ICA 1Y 3TOT KTO-TO B €0 NOMOLLM.

Mocne TOro Kak OH, BEPOATHO, NpoLesl OKONO KWAOMETPA, OH CNOTKHyaAca o060 4To-TO B
BbICOKOM TpaBe. TuMaH HanNpacHO nbITanca yaepXaTb paBHOBEcMEe, HO yMman M BCEM BeECOM
NPU3EM/IUICA Ha YTO-TO MATKOe.

Ero cHoBa 0xBaTWNa NaHWKa, OH HecLenbHO BOAUA pyKaMu BOKPYr, Mo3r gan cboin, koraa sapyr
nog, HAM KTO-TO YepTbIXHy/cA. [laxKe ecnv OH NOHMMan He BCe, ero 0CO3HaHWe BEPHYNOCb Ha3az U OH
Cpa3y NOHAN ABE BELLW: FON10C pyran ero camMbiM AyPHbIM CNOCOOOM, M OH NPUHAANEXKAN AEBYLUKE.

McnyraHHO U B TO e Bpema ¢ obaeryeHnem OH NoMbITancsa BCTAaTb, ONMPAACh NPU 3TOM Ha HOTU
[leBYLLKM, KOTOPas B3Bblla OT 6oau.

HakoHey, TnaH cmor cecTb. OH xoTen 6b1710 M3BUHUTLCA, HO BUA, 3aCTaBW €70 MPOrNOTUTL A3bIK.
Mepen HMM B TpaBe /ieXana AeByLIKa ero Bo3pacta. PbiXKMe BOIOCbI PACKMHYTbl KaK MblNatoLwWwmi
OroHb BOKpYr ronosbl. J/lInuo B dopme cepaua, C YUCTbIMWU, 3€€HbIMW Na3aMu, KOTopble 3710
CBEPKA/IM HA Hero, KYpHOCbIN HOC U rybbl, KpacHble Kak KpoBb. Teno aesylwKu bbino 6esynpeyHbim,
3aropenoe, ¢ He60bLWOWN YyNPYron rpyAbio 1 CTPOMHbIMKM HOramu. B LeHTpe ee Tena...

...NOAHANACb TOHKaA pyKa M pasbApeHHbI ronoc npowwunen: — Tbl YEro NANULWBLCA HAa MEHSA,
namot?

— J...aHe...

— A Ke BnAena, Kak Tbl rnasen.

— [la HeT, A e He xoTen Tebs... A 6bl TONbKO yamMBaeH, — TuaHy noTpeboBasiocb HEKOTOpOE
Bpems, NoKa OH cCHoBa obpen rosioc. — lNpocTu, A He xoTen caenatb Tebe 60/bHO.
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[eByliKa cena n obxBaTuia pyKamn CBOM HOMM, Tak YTO OHa 6onblue He Oblia nepes HUM
COBeplIeHHO ronoi. Ho 3To 06cToATeNnbCTBO, KasanoCb, HWUCKO/IbKO He CAenano ee mMeHee
pa3bApPEHHOMN.

— Hy, oTAanyHo. Tem He meHee, y meHa Bce 60uT. YTo Tbl BOOOLLE 3aech Aenaellb?

— fl ycabiwan TBOW KPUKKM M Noayman, 4To Tebe HyXKHa NomMoLLb.

— fl He Kpuyana.

— Ho A e cabllwan KpUKK 1 nocaenoBan 3a HUMK. Tak a Hawen Tebs.

— A noyemy Ha MHe HU4Yero HeT? 3To BCe Tynas LWYTKa U YTo?

OH Konebanca.

— TwnaH, meHA 30BYyT TWUaH, — CKa3as OH 3aTeMm.

JesyLwKa npuwypuna rnasa.

— Pa3Be A 1eb6a 06 aTom cnpocuna?

— Hert, HO A nogyman...

— Tbl CIMWIKOM MHOTO gymaelub. Jlydlie cKaXu MHe, rae Tbl NOAYYUA OAeKAY?

— OHKM 6binM B ploksaKke. [locmoTpu, nos3agu CTOUT ewe OAWH, KOTOPbIA, BEPOATHO,
npegHasHadyeH gna Tebs.

— Y10? lpe? — oHa NOBepHy/acb BCEM BEPXHEW YacTbio Tesa, HO 3aTeM OCTAaHOBWMAACb W
npucTanbHO nocMmoTpena Ha TuaHa. — Ecam Tenepb onaTb byaelb NAAUTLCA HA MeHS, TO...

— YT0... 3, HET.

— OTBEpHUCH.

— Kak?

— Tebe HyXXHO OTBepPHYTbCSA, NPOKAATbe! Tbl U3 TAXKENO NOHMMAOLWMX? A XO4Yy BCTATb M NOUTU K
PIOK3aKy, 6e3 Toro 4tobbl Tbl MAAMACA HA MO0 FONYIO 3a4HULY.

— A, xopoulo.

TnaH cmyLeHHO oTBepHYyca. OH BCe e He MOor NpeacTaBuTb ceba Ha rosioi AeBOYKe...

— Tbl CHOBa NAAULWbCA, UAN?

— A He NANKOCb, — peByWwKa MeaNeHHO, HO BEPHO AENCTBOBasa emMy Ha HepBbl. YTo OHa
BoobLle 0 cebe aymaer?

— fl, Boobue-To, KaTu.

Ee ronoc BHe3anHoO 3a3By4as KakK My3blka. TuaH yAUBAEHHO NOTPAC roN0BOM. 3a €ro CrnuHom
YTO-TO 3allesiecTeno.

— Tbl BCe elle He CMOTPULLb, Uan?

— lMpoknAaTbe, HeT! — OH cmoTpen Ha ropmsoHT. CTArmBanncb TeMHble o6a1aka, Ka3anocb, OHU
XOTeNIn MOrnoTUTb 3eM0 U ropbl BAaAn. OH pasmbIWNAN Had TeM, MOT /I OTKYAa-TO 3HaTb 3TOT
naHgwaoTt.

— CKOpO HayHeTCcs A0 Ab, — CKa3a/ OH.

— OTKyAa Tbl 3TO 3HaeWb?

— Tam, Te obnaKka oyeHb NOXOXM Ha rpo3y. Ecam oHa paspasutca, To ByaeT oYeHb CUIbHOM.
Ham cpoYHO HYXXHO HalTK YKpbITHE.

Paspanca a3BuTeNbHbIN CMEX.

— Tbl — HACTOALLNI reHUN. 34ECb e TONbKO MANOTCKAs TPaBa HAaCKO/IbKO XBaTaeT r/1as.

— lMo3aaun ecTtb nec.

HekoTopoe Bpema Obl10 TUXO, BepOATHO, KaTnm ocmaTtpmBanacb, 3aTemMm OH MOYyBCTBOBaN €€
Tennoe AblxaHWe y CBOEro yxa W UCMNyraHHo caenan war snepen. — Tbl MOXKeLlb CHOBA NOBEPHYTHLCA,
Tbl 6bl21 XOPOLIMM MaJIbYUKOM.

Ero cepaue 6eweHo 6unocb. OH NOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO MOKPACHEN, U 3TO paccepanno ero.

— Y710 3TO 3HAUUT?
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KaTu 3BOHKO paccmesanacb M NOAHANA PYKU B 3HAK NepeMupus.

— 0. A Hanyrana Te65? MHe *anb!

TuaH nocteneHHo Tepan TepneHme. OH BCTan Nepea Hel U HaKNOHW/ICA Bnepea, NoKa ero Anuo
He OKa3a/10Cb COBCEM PALOM C ee.

— Yt10 y Tebs 3a npobnembl? — npopblvan OH CKBO3b CTUCHYTble 3ybbl. — C Tex nop, Kak A
Hawen TebsA, Tbl OCKopbAAeLlb MeHS.

— Thbl...

— A rnasen, pa, npoknAtbe. Tbl TOXe rnasena, ecanm 6Obl 6bl1O HaobopoT, — OH

npegocreperatolLe NOAHAN BBEPX YKa3aTesNbHbIA Naney, — W He roBopu Tenepb, YTO 3TO He Tak. A
npuwen ctoga, NOTOMY YTO AyMas, YTo Tebe Hy)KHa MOMOLLb, @ YTO Aenaewb Tol? Tbl He Aenana
HUYEro Kpome Kak ockopbasana mehs.

— boxKe, Tbl...

— Huyero He rosopu cenyac. Ecam Tbl elte pas ocKopbuLlb MeHs...

— Mory a nontn c Toboin?

TnaH NpUCTanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— Tbl xouelWwsb 3TOrO, BOOOLLE?

OHa KnMBHYyNa.

A 3aTeM OHM NOLWAN NPOYb.
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[xxeb nepepan pykosoacTso JIeoHy M Tenepb Wwaran no3aauy Hero u [»KeHHbl. OHK WA monya.
OH Bce elle pasmbiwnan 06 ncuesHyswem prok3ake JleoHa. Ho aarke nocne Toro Kak oHM BTPOEM
obbicKann BClO TpaBy, ero Kak byatro nornotuna 3emna. HakoHeu, JleoH ckpuna 3yb6amum B3sn CBOMO
HYTbIIKY BOAbI U NPEeKpPaTUI NOUCKU. [xKeb 3Han, YTO OHM JONKHbI PA34EeNNTb CBOM TeNepb CKyAHble
namKu, XoTA Ha 6aAnXKalwKne Yacbl OTOrHaN 3Ty Mbicib. CHayana OHW AOJIKHbI HAaWTKM OCTaJIbHbIX U
[obpaTbea Ao neca.

Bpemsa oT BpemeHu [KeHHa noBopayMBanacb U nogmurusana emy. Ee gpykenobune xopouo
AeNcTBOBaNO Ha Hero. OH Habnwaan, Kak OHa WAa pewuTeNbHbIMKU LWaramu, U yauMBAANCA ee
atnetusmy. [>KeHHa Bbirnagena kpenkoi. Ee gpixaHne 66110 cnoKoHbIM. OHM yrKe Tak 40ro 6biin B
NyTW, W, XOTA OH Yy)Ke YyBCTBOBA/ Hanps)eHue B begpax, no [KeHHe 6GblNO He 3aMeTHO, YTO OHa
HanpAranacb. Kazanocb, OHa gaxe He BcnoTena. Y Hero e HaobopoT, no by cTpynaca nor.

Oxeb nocmoTpen Baanb. TemHaa cTeHa 06/1akoB yrpoxkatoue npubanxkanacb, Ho A0 neca no-
npexkHemy 6b110 ganeKko. Y Hero NoABMAOCb YyBCTBO, YTO OHW CKOpee yaanancb OT CBOEM Lenun, Yem
npuéanxKannce K Hen. MonHum ceepkanu B Hebe.

Korga ynanu nepsble Kanau goxaa, OxeHHa NoBepPHyAacb K HeEMy, B340XHYB MOCMOTPeNa
HaBepX M OTOLWNA Ha3a, NOKa He OKa3a/laCb Ha O4HOM YPOBHE C HUM.

— fl paga, 4YTo Thbl HALIEN MEHS.

OH CMYLLEHHO yNblIOGHYACS.

— 370 elle He BCe, He TaK n?

OH KnBHYAN.

— Ho Tbl He paccKaxelb 06 aTom. He celtyac, — 3To 6blN0 YTBEPKAEHUE, HE BOMPOC.

— [Mo3Ke, ecnn Mbl Hakgem OCTaNbHbIX, A PACCKaXKy BaM BCE, YTO 3HalO.

— JTO TaK y»KacHo?

[xeb He oTpearnpoan Ha Bonpoc. OH nocMmoTpesn Ha JIeoHa, KOTOPbIN MeXKAY TEM HEYTOMUMO
Wen noa NPOAUBHbIM AO0XAEM Ha pPacCTOAHMM HECKO/IbKMX METPOB MOoL CHOBA WM CHOBa APKO
ocBellatoWwmmes Hebom.

—YT0 Tbl AYMaELLb O HEM? — CNPOCUA OH [ KEHHY.

— B Hem ecTb yTO-TO AMKoe. Heoby3paaHHOe, — OHa BbirnAgena cepbe3Hon, Korga rosopmna
3T CnoBa.

«[a, oHa npaBa. «Heoby3gaHHOEe» — NpaBUIbHOE CNOBOY.

— Mo npaBage ckasaTb, — B340XHY/1Aa OHA, — 3TW PUCYHKM HA INLE U Tene NyratoT meHsA. Tbl ke
BHMMATENbHO PAacCMOTpPEN UX?

[xeb KnBHyN.

— Becb BHewWwHM BMA, JleoHa nocbinaet coobuieHme, KOTopoe A He NOHMMAIO.

Tenepb CHOBa M CHOBa HafA CTenbl pPas3fAaBa/iMCb HEOAHOKpPaTHble pacKaTbl rpoma. JleoH
COBEpPLIEHHO He pearnpoBan Ha Hero. [keb u [KeHHa ToXe NbiTa/IMCb UFHOPUPOBATb LUTOPM M
NpPoAO0AXKaAN PA3roBop.

— Bce 3T0 NpoM3BOAUT Ha MeHA BNeYvaTAeHne npeaynpexaeHus.

— O yem? — cnpocun [xeb.

— He 3Hato, HO 3TM KapPTUHKKM A0/XKHbI NPOOYXKAaTb CTPAX.

— Tbl 3ameTnNa Koe-4To? Tbl UCNO/Ib30Bas1a TaK MHOTO C/10B, KOTOPbIE A CPA3Y *Ke MOHA.

[)KeHHa CMyLLLEeHHO ybl6HYNaCb.

— «Heoby3aaHHbINY, «nNpeaynpexaeHme», KKapTUHKM», «CTpax». [lo 3TOro MOMEHTA i He mor
6bl Ha3BaTb TaK BeLM, HO KOrAa Tbl 3TO CKasana, A cpasy NOHSA/, 0 YEM UAET peyb.

[XeHHa 3a4yM4YMBO NOCMOTpPENA Ha Hero.

— BepHo, a gaxe coBcem 06 3TOM He Nogymana... OHU NPOCTO ObiN B rON0OBE.
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— Takoe 6bIBaNO paHbLUe, KaK C MOTOLMUK/IOM.

Oxeb ysuaen, yto [xKeHHa ckana rybol. Bo3ayx, Kasanocb, cnerka BMbpupoBsan, 3aTem Hapg,
PaBHUHOWM pa3ganca rPOMKWUIA packaT rpoma. [)KeHHa cMeHuia Temy.

— YeTBepo ntogen, KOTopbIX Mbl ULLEM, KTO OHWU?

— A gymato, 3T0 mosoaple Ntoaun, Kak mMbl.

— 3T0 BCe A0BO/IbHO CTPAHHO, HE TaK An?

— [a, posonbHO. A cnpawwuBato cebAa, noyemy A TaK CMOKOEH MPUM MbICAM OKa3aTbCA B
OANHOYKY B HE3HAKOMOW MECTHOCTH.

[»XeHHa nogHAna B3rnAaa,.

— Tbl HE O4MH.

— Tbl 3HaewWb, 4TO A MMmeto B BUAY. Moyemy A He Hery yepes none u He KPUYy AN He KMAAKCb
Ha 3eM/110 U He pBY OT OTYAAHMA BONOCHI?

— MoTtomy uTO y TeBA HeT BbIBOpa M NOTOMY YTO Tbl XOYELLb *KWTb. Tbl HAZEELWbCA, YTO CTAHET
nyduwe.

— A ecnun He cTaHeT?

— bygaet nyywe, nosepb MHe. [IOMKHO CTaTb Nyylle, — OHa B340XHYNa.

"A ecnu Bce e He CTaHeT ny4le, Mbl Bce ympem."— OH He NPOU3HEC 3TOro, HO Hbln YBEPEH,
4yTo [)KE€HHA CMOrna NPoYnTaTh Ha ero auue.

BHe3anHO TULWIMHY HapyLWwWa NPOH3UTENbHbIN KpUK. [xKeb cxBaTUn [)KEeHHY 3a pyKy U nobexkan
Bnepes, K JleoHy. Ha nuue [KeHHbl OTpaxkanca CTpax, B TO BpemMA Kak Auuo JleoHa 3acCTbino B
rpumace.

TonbKo Torga oH 3ameTui, 4To y JleoHa B pyKe Bbln HOXK, BbIFAAALWMN AOBONBHO OonacHo. OH
[lepyKan ero 10BKO U paccnabneHHo, Kak byato o6palatbca ¢ HOXXOM A1A Hero obbluHOe aeno.

— 370 TO caMoe, YTO Bbl UMENU B BUAY? — CNPOCKA TaTyMPOBaHHbIM OHOLA.

[Keb ToNbKO KUBHYA.

— OTkyaa y 1ebsi HOXK?

— OH 6bin B MmOeM pioK3ake B O4HOM M3 BOKOBbIX KaPMaHOB. B KOHLLe KOHL0B, 3TO TO, YTO £
ele cMor B3ATb.

BHOBb MpPO3By4Yan yrpoXKarowmii KPUK, XpUNabiii BOM, OT KOToporo 6oi1enmn ywm n o KoTopom
HEeBO3MOXHO CKa3aTb, YE/I0BEYECKMIA OH MW KMBOTHbIN. HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH, Ka3anocb, pasgasasnca
BAaNU. [po3a 1 fOXKAb 3aKOHYMAUCH. JIEOH OCMOTpeca.

— Y710 6bl He 6bII0 TaM CHapYKM, OHO He 3BYYMT TaK, Kak byaTo npubaunxkaetca. KaxeTtca, oHo
ABUMKETCA NapannenbHO HaMm.

[xeb ycTtaBunca Ha Hero.

— Tbl 3Haellb, YTO 3TO 3HAUUT?

— 3Bepu npecneayroT KOro-to Apyroro u aTm apyrve, BEPOATHO, Té CaMble YeTBepo, KOTOPbIX
Mbl ULLEM.

— He MBOTHble, COBEPLIEHHO ONpPeAeNeHHO He XWBOTHble, — npowenTtan [xeb. — Mol
AOJ/KHbI YTO-TO caenatb!

JleoH npuwypwn rnasa.

— be3 waHcoB. Mbl He 3Haem, rae NPOUCXOAUT OXOTA, CKOJIbKO OXOTHMKOB U/IN XepTB. Y Hac
€CTb TO/IbKO HOX. Kpome Toro: oHu ayyiie Hac.

[>keb mosya nsaanaca Ha Hero.

— Tbl cepbe3Ho?

JleoH paBHOAYLWHO OTBETUA Ha €ro B3rNAA4.

— Y710? Y10 TEebAa paccTpamBaeT? Pa3Be He syylle, €C/IM OHO MOAYYUT KOro-To APYroro, a He
Hac? Mnu Tbl TaK CTPEMMULLBLCA CTATb KEPTBOM?
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[xeb Taxkeno crnotHyn. OH He MOr MOHATb TaKoe paBHoAylWwMe. B Hem BCKMnana ApocTb, HO OH
coB/slafan c Heu.

— Mo meHbLen mepe, Mbl JONXKHbI MONbITaTbCA, — HacTansan dxeb.

Ha J/leoHa 3TO He Npon3Beno BneYyaTaeHuA.

— OHM cAnwKom ganeko. He BaXKHO, AOTOHAT M UX NpecnefoBaTenn uam oxun yberyt, Korga
Mbl OKaXKemMcsi Tam — Bce byAeT yKe peLleHo.

— Ho...

[xxeHHa BcTana nepeg Jxebom. OHa nonoxmna obe pykn Ha ero njaedn n NocmoTpesia emy B
rnasa.

— JleoH npaB., Mbl HUYEro HEe MOXKeM caenatb. Mbl He MOXKem MM MOMoYb. Ham HyXHO natu
Aanbwe. Kem 6ol HM 6bIn TOT, 38 KEM OXOTATCA, BO3MOXKHO, eMy NOBe3eT.

[xeb B3rnsHyn Ha JleoHa. TaTyMpPOBaHHbIM HOHOLWWA Ka3a/1cA CMOKOMHbIM, MOYTU PaBHOAYLHbIM.
JleoH oTBETUA Ha ero B3rAa4. Xono4Haa apoXxb npoberkana no teny xeba.

B 3TOT MOMEHT emy CTano ACHO, YTO JIEOH y)Ke YacTo BCTPEeYanca co CMepTblo. M BO BCeEX 3TUX
CTpalwHbIX 06pa3zax u y3opax Ha iMLe U Tene pacckasbiBaeTcs 06 aTom.

Moka JleoH oxuaaa paccmaTpusan ero, [Oxeb nbITanca CKpbITb CBOK 03aboyeHHOCTb. OH
YyBCTBOBA/, KaK €ro NeBbli NMa3 Hayan gepratbcs, U FAAA Ha NPE3pPUTENbHYO YXMbIAKY JleoHa
NMOHMMa/, YTO OH TOXKE 3aMeTUA 3TO.
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JleoH yBuaen nx nepsbiM. OH pyKoM nogan 3HaK [Akeby u [I)KeHHe, 1 OHU NPUKANIUCH K 3eme.

— Y70 TaKkoe? — cnpocun [keb.

— Twwww! — JleoH npuKan naney K rybam. — Tam KTO-TO MAET K HaM, — MpOLLEenTan OH.

— K10-10? Al He cnbiwy Bonnen. 310 ntoaun?

— Al He mory xopowo paccmoTpeTb. X HeCKONbKO, OHM pPa3roBapuBatoT Apyr C Apyrom. f He
NMOHMMaLO HU C10BA, HO OHM FTOBOPAT Kak Nt0au.

Koraa [xeb 3axoTen noaHsTb roniosy, JIeOH pa3aparkatolle npoLimnen.

— MbI He 3Haem, Te Jin 3TO camble, KOTOPbIX Mbl Ulem. [aiht um nogonTn nobanke, 4to 6bl Mbl
paccmoTpesnn, onacHbl i OHU ANA Hac.

Oxxeba nepenonHANO KenaHMe NoAnpbIrHYTb M MONPUBETCTBOBATbL APYrMX, HO JlIeoH 6bin npas,
BeAb 3TO MOrau 6biTb M Bparu. Noka OHW He BUAEAN 3TUX GUTYp, KOTOPbIe OTKPbIZIN HA HUX OXOTY,
eule He Buaenun. Kto soobuie 3Han, Kak OHU BbIrnAgenn?

OH nosepHyn ronosy K [eHHe. OHa Bbirnsgena 64uTenbHOMW, HO He HanyraHHoM. K ero
YANBNEHMIO OHA NPOTAHY/IACb K ero pyKe 1 cxKasa ee. OH MArKO OTBETUA Ha NOXKaTue.

JTa npeKkpacHaa ynblbka Kasanacb emy TaKoW.. M Torga OH MO4YYyBCTBOBAN TEMNO BHYTPMW,
yBEePEHHOCTb, 6y ATO C HUM HUYEro He MO0 C/TY4MTbCA, NOKa 3Ta Y/IblOKa cyLLecTBoBana.

3aTem OH NOBEpPHYANCA K JIeoHy.

— A ceityac? Tbl BUANLWDL UX?

— [a, — npowunnen TaTynpoBaHHbIN oHOWa. — WX Tpoe. Pa3Be Tbl He CKasa/l, YTO X YETBEPO?
[Be aeBylWKN 1 aBa napHA. Mo npaBae ckasaTtb, BbIrAAAT OHM ropas3go 6osnee NoTepsAHHbIMU, YEM
Mbl, M, KDPOME TOr0, Ha HMUX NOX0XaA O4EXKAA U PIOK3AKM.

— Toraa paBanTe BCTaBaThb.

OHM noABMINCL M3 TPaBbl BCEro B AECATU MeTpax OT HUX. Tpoe Apyrnx UCNyraHHO OTNPAHYAU
Ha3aa4.

xeb nogHAan pyKy.

— He BO/IHYMTECH, Mbl HUYETO BaM He CAEeNaeM.

Ho cnoBa He nponssenu gonxHoro apdpekTa, HaNPOTMB, HE3HAKOMLbI CAENANMN ELLE HECKObKO
Laros Ha3sag,

— PebAaTa, BCe xOpowo, — cKalana AKeHHa MATKMM FON10COM.

— K70 BbI? — M3 rpynnbl Yy»KaKoB PeLInACca CNPOCUTb HOHOLLA C a3MATCKOM BHELWHOCTbo. — U
novyemy OAMH M3 BaC TaK YXACHO pasyKpalleH? — ero pyKa yKasblBana Ha JleoHa.

[xeb 6pocun Ha Hero B3rnsa. LUnpokuii ockan JleoHa npuaan emy elle 60/siee onacHblM BUA,
YyeM OH YKe Kasa/ica paHee.

— 370 JleoH. Ha Hem TaTyupoBku. Moe nma [xxeb. Pagom co mHOM cTouT [)KeHHa. BepoAaTHo,
Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO BCE 3HAYUT CTOMIb YKe Masio, KaK U Mbl. A pPacCKaXKy Bam BCE, HO HAM HYXHO
ABUraTbCA Aanblle, TaK Kak Mbl B ONacHOCTU. Hac npecneaytor.

— KT07? - cnpocunaa pbiXKeBo10CasA AeBYLUKA.

[xxeb 3aaymumBo nocmoTpen Ha Hee. OHa 6e3 comHeHMA b6blna Kpacuea, ee rybbl Obinn CxKaTbl
B O4HY TOHKYIO IMHMIO. TaK MAM MHaye, OHA Npou3Boamaa BnevyaTaeHme Koro-To, KTo NoCTOAHHO 301
n cepamr.

— Al obewato Bam, YTO BCe OODBACHIO, KaK TONIbKO Mbl HaAeM XOTb Kakoe-To 6be3onacHoe MecTo.
3aecb gnA Hac He 6e3onacHo, NoBepbTe MHE.

— Y710 HacuyeT yeTBepTOro? — BCTaBM JleoH. — Tbl CKa3as, Tam eLle HAaXo4ATCA YeTBEpPO.

— [a, A He 3Hat, YTo Npomnsowno, — [xeb NoBepHy/ACA K toHOWe M3 Apyron rpynnbl. — Bbl
BMAENM KOoro-HnMbyab no gopore?

KOHowa nokayan ronoBoi. — MeHs, KCTaTu, 30BYT TWaH. 3To Mapu u ...
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— Cnacunbo, s mory cama mory roBopuTb, — KaTu caenana war snepeg K [Ixxeby 1 octanbHbIM U
OTKWHY/1a BONOCbI Yepes naevo. — A — Katu. MNoyemy Bbl AymaeTe, YTO eCTb eLle KTO-TO Kpome Hac?
— cnpocuna Katu nogo3puTenbHo.

BHe3anHo Bce Havyanu AnKo nepebusatb Apyr gpyra.

— fl cKaXy Bam nosxe.

— Kyaa ke Bbl ngete?

— K10 npecneayert Hac, rosopu yxe!

— OTKyAa NOABUINCH PHOK3aKN?

— A X0YY 3HATb 3TO CEMYAC, — KaTu 3acTaBmna 3amMonuaTh BO3BYXKAEHHYIO rpynny.

[xeb B3rnaHyn Ha Hee. [leBylwKa OTBETUNA €My PaBHOAYLIHbIM B3rNS40M, ee 3e/1eHble 1as3a
cBepKanu. [J)keb 3Han, 4TO OHa YCTPOUT HEMPUATHOCTK.

— Ham HyXHO naTtu ganblue. Ceityac e, — cKasan oH 6e3pasnnyHo. — Bbl ngete c Hamu?

— Kyaa Bbl ngete? — cnpocun TuaH, KOTOPbIN, Ka3ai0Cb, UCMbITbIBaN 0bneryeHne, YTo AO/IKEH
nepeaaTb NMAEPCTBO HaZ CBOEW rpynnown.

— K necy. Tam Mbl MOXKem pa3BecTy OroHb A1 3aLUThI.

OH B3rnAHYAN Ha JleoHa, 4TObbl NOHATbL, HbINO /I Yy HEro YTO BO3Pa3UTb, HO TaTyMPOBAHHbIN
IOHOLLA MO/14a CMOTPEN Ha TPaBAHYIO MOBEPXHOCTb.

— Xopoulo, ecan apyrue cornacHbol, — TnaH nocmoTpen Ha Katn n Mepu, KoTopble cornacHo
KUBHYN.

Betep ctan cunbHee. Bonocbl AeBoYeK pasmeTann CUabHble NopbiBbl BeTpa. CHavana [xeb
nowen Bnepeam, HO 3aTemM OTCTYMUA B KOHeL, rpynnbl. EMy Hy}XHO 6blJ1I0 HEMHOIO BpPeMEHM, YTOObI
paccmoTpeTb KaxKAoro o4HOro 3a Apyrum.

Mapu npoussoamna BneyatTnieHWe CNOBHO MPOCHYNAACb NOCAe AOAroro CHa U y Hee Bce ele
npobnembl ¢ opueHTaumen. [)KeHHa Obla NOXOXA Ha aHrena Co CBOMMW CBET/IbIMW BOJIOCAMU U
HEXHOWM yNblOKON.

A Katn? OHa BbIrnagena Tak, Kak byaTo xoTena yKpoTUTb LWTOPM CBOel cunoi Bonun. Kasanocs,
ONA Hee coBepLIeHHO HOPMaJIbHO, KOrAa BCe MOBUHYETCA ee XeNaHuio.

[xeb He0BONIBHO NOKavan rooBoM 1 yopan npagb BONOC C INUA. A HOBbIM OHOLWA, TnaH? OH
npoussoaun gpyxentobHoe, nobpoe BneyaTneHune, HO HbI1IO B HEM YTO-TO, YTO Becnokomno [xkeba.

YTO-TO TpPEBOXHOE, OH He MOr CKasaTb To4yHee. TOAbKO YyBCTBO, YTO 33 3TUM AULOM
CKPbIBAOTCA BELM, KOTOPble HEBO3MOXHO YBMAETbL NPU NEPBOM B3rnaae.

A eue 6bin JleoH.

HOHOLWA-MOHCTP, KaK OH Ha3blBaa ero BTUXYIO.

Ero BHEWHWI BMA, YCTPALIAIOWMM, HO OH Bbln pewnTenbHbIM U KEeCTKUM. JleoH BbICTpo Aan
NOHATb, YTO ByAeT CTaBUTb COBCTBEHHbIE MHTEPECHI BbILLE FPYNMbl.

Ecnum peyub nonaeT o ero BbiXKMBAHUM, OH He ByaeT 060pavmMBaTbCA Ha3ad, OH B MPAMOM CMbIC/ie
nponaeTca no rosioBam.

«4YT10 MHe genaTb ¢ T0601? Y Hac ecTb WaHC, TONIbKO OAMUH LUAHC, ecan Mbl Byaem aepkaTbca
BmecTe. Ho Tbl, ecm noHagobutca, nongelwb ceoen aoporon, 6e3 Hacy.

B nocnaHum 6bI10 ewe 6onblwe, yem oH gosepun [xkeHHe. CKOpo eMy NpuAeTcA NoAeNnTbCA
3TOM MHbOPMaLMen c ApyrMMK. Torga peLmnTca MHoroe.

«Kak OHM OTpearnpytoT, ecam y3HatT, YTO OAHOMY U3 HAC CYyXKAEHO ymepeTb? MoBepPAT M OHU
BoobOLLE emy? Bo 4TO OH cam BoobLLE BEpUA?»

OH ewe pa3 6pocun B3rnag Ha rpynny. Ero rnasa octaHoBuaucb Ha JleoHe, KOTOpbIi
NoA03pUTE/IbHO OFAAHY/ICA HA Hero.

«YT0 Tbl Bygewb aenatb?» — nogyman Axeb.



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

I'maBa 7

B cymepKax OHM [JOCTUIAN neca MOSIHOCTbIO NPOMOKWKMe M ocnabeswmne. CHoBa paspasmnach
rpo3a, Ha OTKPbITOM MPOCTPAHCTBE OHU Oblin 6e33aWmTHbl OT Oypu W AoXKAA, UX odexKaa
nponutanacb M 6bina MOKpon. TONbKO cpean AepeBbeB OHW OblNM 3aWMLEHbl OT Henorogpl.
M3myyeHHble W Jgpoxawme OT CWUAbHO MOHM3MBLUENCA TemnepaTypbl, LWeCTb MNOAPOCTKOB
npobupannce Yepes ryctom noanecok. Moryyme cTBo/bl AepeBbEB MOAHMMANUCL CNpaBa M CNEBa,
MeCTaMM KyCTapHMK AO0CTaBan MM A0 Naed. BbiCOKME ManopoTHUKM Mperpaxgann nyTb, KOTOPbIN
[xeb v JleoH cHoBa 1 cHoBa Npobusanun nankamu. [xxeb HeyTommumo Ben rpynmny.

— Tnybxe B nec, — obbAcHAN OH. — Ham HyXHO rnybxke B nec. Nwmte aepesbsA, BETBU
KOTOPbIX PACKMHYTbI B LUMPUHY, NOA HUMMW, HAZAEKCb, CYX0, U Mbl, MOXET ObITb, HallAeM Cyxue ApOoBa.
Toraa Mbl CMOXKeM pa3BeCcTU OTOHb U COMPeTbCA.

OHM Wwnm 3a HUM mon4va. Hu pasy, gaxke JleoH nam Katm, He BO3pasuam emy, a WAW NoA
pykosoacTBOMm [Keba. 3aeck u ceyac oH ngep, HO Tak He OCTAHETCA, M OH 3Han o6 aTom.

B rnybuHe neca goxab He Obll TAaKMM CUJIbHBIM, HO A0XAEBble Kanau 6bian 6onblie, Koraa
naganu C ryctoM NINCTBbl BbICOKMX XBOMHbIX W JIMCTBEHHbIX AEPEBbEB, MX BOJIOCbI U BOPOTHUKM
NMOMHOCTbIO NPOMOKAMN. Mo KpaliHen mepe, 60TUHKM Bblnn NAOTHbIMU. OHU Mep3aun.

CBeT cTaHOBMACA Tycknee. [MpuUXoAMNOCb LWYPUTLCA, €CAN HYKHO 6blno cnegoBaTb Mo
Cy3uBLLEMCA Tpone, N0 KOTOPOW OHU Npobupannch Yepes nec. Bosayx Obin TAXKeNbIM U BNAXKHbIM, OT
FHUIOLWEN NUCTBbl UCXOAMA CNaAKoBaTbli 3anax. OH He 6bl HEMPUATHLIM, HO B/IAXKHbIM MOKPOBOM
ocepan Ha ux nmua. Kpome ux Wwaros no eCHOM No4Be, 3BYKOB LLIENECTAWMX IMCTbEB NOZA HOramu u
TPecKa FHWUAbIX BETOK, HAa KOTOpble OHW HacTynanau, 6osblue HU4Yero He 6bl0 CablWHO. Kasanoce,
OyATO B 3TOM Necy, NOJIHOM ANKOPACTYLWMX PacTeHUN, He BblNo HUKAKOM KU3HU. Tem He MeHee, B
OT/INYMeE OT NPOCTOPHOM PaBHUHbI BOKPYT HUX ObII0 TaK MHOTO *KU3HW, HO OHa MOoANYana, NoKa AOXAb
NOCTOAHHO Nazan c Heba.

HakoHeu, [»keb octaHoBuAcA. OH yKasan Ha MOry4yee rMraHTCKOe AepeBOo, Yepes Ybio KPOHY
BbICOKO TAHY/IMCb 0OPbIBKM TymaHa. CUAbHble KOpPABblE BETKU CO34aBanM Kpblly, Mo, KOTOpPOW Ha
camom gene 6bia10 cyxo. MecTa Ana HUX AOCTAaTOYHO. M3My4YeHHbIe, OHM OMYCTUAMUCL BHU3 Ha MATKUE
WUroNKn. HUKTO He CHAN PloK3aK, CHavana um Bbl OTAbIWATLCA.

[eb 6bln nepBbiM, KTO 3aroBOpU.

— Mbl A0MKHbI PA3BECTM OrOHb, BbICYLUUTb BELWM, B MPOTUBHOM C/ly4ae Mbl byaem mep3HyTb
BCHO HOYb.

— WNpeT poxap, — Hacmewnumeo 3ameTuna Katn. — Fae Tbl xouelwb HalTU 34eCb Cyxme ApoBa
AnA orHa’?

[xxeb pa3osnunca Ha KaTu, HO 3aTem CNOKOMHO OTBETUA.

— OcmoTpuTech. Takoe cTapoe AepeBo TepAeT MHOro Aepesa. BeTku, KoTopble cnoman BeTtep,
€/10Bble LUMLLIKKW, CyXMe WUronKku. 3aecb onpeaeneHHo ecTb YTO-TO, YTO Mbl MOrAM Obl 3a)Keyb. A
3abepycb HEMHOrO HaBepX U NOMbITAOCb C/IOMATb CyXMe BETKMU.

— W Kak e Tbl Xo4ellb, U3BMHUTE MOXKANYMACTa, Pa3*Keyb OrOHb? Y HAC HeT HMYero, YTobbl
nogxeyb aposa, — Katm ynepna pykamu B 6eapa.

—Her, ectb, — [keb HaKkoHeL, CHAN CBOW ptoK3aK. OH OTKPbIN 0ANH M3 BOKOBbLIX KapMaHOB U
BbITALLLMA METANI/IMYECKYHO LUTYKY, KOTOPaA B TYCKOM CBeTe CTPaHHO 61ectena MaToBbIM LLBETOM. —
CMOTpUTE, Yy MEHSA eCTb 3a*KuUraskKa.

Bce oHM NOCMOTpenun Ha MeTaZIMYeCcKyto Bellb M y3Haau npegmert. 3axuranka. OHM 3HaNU, 4TO
3TO TaKoe M Kak oHo paboTano.

TuaH BcTan nepsbiM. Ero Bosocbl NoA KanoWOHOM 6blIM NPEUMYLLLECTBEHHO CyXMe, TOJIbKO
CUHME NPAAU B CYyMepPKax CBEPKanuM OT Bnaru.
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Mocne TOro Kak akKypaTHO MOCTaBMA CBOM PHOK3aK Ha 3eM/1t0, OH Hayal cobupaTb BETKU U Cyxne
WMLKKM B Ky4y. JIeOH MrHOBeHWe Habntoaan 3a HAM, a 3aTeM Ha4ya/l NOMOraTb.

Tenepb BCcTasna u [KeHHa, OCMOTpPenacb BOKPYr M C/IOMasna, HakoHeLl, Ha cocegHem gepese
HWU3KO BUCALLYIO BETKY C FyCTOM INCTBON. [)Keb yaANBAEHHO CMOTPEN HA Hee, Kak OHA NoAMETana ek
3eM/Il0 PAAOM C OepeBOM M Tak ocBoboXKgana ee oT gepeBAwek M KamHen. OH C NOHMMaHWEM
KWUBHYAN €M, U HA MTHOBEHWE UX B3rNA4bl BCTPETUIUCD.

Ha camom pene ewe HM4Yero He 6bI10 XOPOLWIO, HO CTAHOBMOCL Ny4uwe. [xeb cxBaTuaca 3a
KpenkKyto BETKY M NoATAHYACA. XOTA OH YCTaBLWMN, emy OblI0 He CNOXKHO KapabKaTbca. HasepHoe, OH
Y)Ke 4acTo Aenan 3To, TaK KaK JIOBKOCTb, C KOTOPOM OH MOAHMMACA HA TMIraHTCKOe AepeBo, Ka3anoch,
OCHOBbIBA/IaCb Ha onbiTe. Mo NyTK OH IoMan BETKU M Bpocan nx nocne npenynpeanTenbHbiX KPUKOB
BHM3. KaK OH npegnosaran, Ha 3TOM CTapom gepeBe 6bl10 JOCTAaTOYHO THUAOW ApeBecUHbl. OHK
cMornv 6bl pa3BecTy AOCTAaTOYHO OFHA, @ 3TO UM TOXE HYXKHO, €C/IN OHWU XOTAT NEPEXUTb HOUb. YiKe
HECKONbKO 4acoB He OblN0 CAbIWHO KPWUKOB M peBa, HO [Keb 6bin yBEpeH, YTO 3TO WUAM OHMU
nputanamcb. CoNHUE Kak pa3 3aX0AnN0, U OH He 3HaJ, YTO 3aTeM NPOM30LWLNOo bbl.

Torpa oH BCMOMHMA, YTO MX BCe elle 6blNo WecTepo, He CEMEPO, KaK CKa3aHO B cOObLLEHUN.
«O4MH M3 HUX YXKe CTan XKepTBON npecnegosaTenen? Ho He 3HAUUT I 3TO TaK¥Ke, YTO 3TU CYLLLECTBa,
OXOTHWUKM — HEBA*KHO — MOLLAAAT UX TOrga 3TON Houbtlo?» OT 3TOM MbICAM €My NOYTU CTaN0 NJ0XO, U
OH MbITaNCA KaK MOXKHO ObICTPO BbITECHUTb ee. Tenepb MM HYKHO Pa3BECTU OrOHb.

— [)keb, y Hac AOCTAaTOYHO AepeBa. Tbl MOXKeLb CNYCKATbCA, — AOHECCA A0 HEro CHU3Y ronoc
TuaHa 1 ocBoboaMA ero oT yApyHatoLLen MbICAN.

— Xopowo, — KPUKHYN OH B OTBET, 3aTeM Havan cnyckatbca. Korga oH cHoBa o6enmmun Horamum
CTOAN HA 3emne, TO yBuaen, 4to TuaH u JIeoH CBannAM YacTb BETOK B Kpyr n3 H6oablnX KamHel, a
OCTaNbHble BETKU C/NOXKMAW B CTOpoHe. MArkas necHaa no4ysa nocse ctapaHuin [yKeHHbl Kasanacb
Tenepb cyxor M 4Ynctor. Katm n Mapu pacnakoBanu mx prok3aku. CnanbHble MeLKW, HalAeHHble
BHYTPMW, NexKanu nepes HUMU PasfioXKeHHbIMU, Ha HUX PacCOPTUPOBAIN NpeaMeTbl, KOTopble HaLAn
B 6OKOBbIX KapMaHax. K3Th cocpenoToYeHHO »KeBana KyCOK CyleHOoro msaca, noka Mapu cmoTtpena
nepen coboi NycTbim B3rNsAA0M.

[xeb n3ymneHHo nokayan rofioBoi, MbICIEHHO B3A0XHYA U 3aTeM Mowen K ABYM toHowam. OH
NPOTAHYA UM 3aXKUTaJIKy.

— KT10-TO 13 Bac xoueT nonpoboBaTh?

TvaH nokayan ronosoi.

— Cpenali cam, — cKasan JleoH. — BbirnaguT TakK, Kak 6yato Tbl NOHMMaelb B pa3BeaeHun
OrHS.

Monyymnocek cpasy. CHavasna niamsa OXBAaTUIO 3aCOXLLME UT/bl U CYXME Cy4ubA. YKe CKOPO A3bIKK
NAaMeHU NepeLlnn Ha COCHOBbIE LWMLIKM U Bonblune BETKM, M BOCMbIIAA APKUIN, NOTPECKUBAIOLLNIA
KocTep.

Katn n [keHHa nogownn 6amke. OHM BCTanu nepen OorHem, NPOTAHYB PyKM K Tenay. Mapwm
OfHa ocTanacb Ha CBoOeM mecTe.

«YTO Ke TaKoe C Hel cnyuymnocb?» — cnpawmsan ceba Oxeb. OH TONKHYA TMaHa U KUBHYA
roNoBOM B CTOPOHY Mapu. A3mat KOPOTKO MNOXKan naedyamu, 3atem nogowen K TeEMHOBOJIOCOM
AEeBOYKE M TUXO 3aroBOPUI C HEN.

HakoHeL, M3apu ToXKe nogHANacb M nowaa smecte ¢ TMAHOM K OCTa/IbHbIM.

Tenepb CTano nNpuATHO Tenno. AxKeb CTAHYN KypTKY WU MOBecuMs ee Ha BeTKY. JleoH u TuaH
nocnenoBanu ero NPUmMepy, AeBYLLKN AEePrKaan CBOU KYPTKU B pPyKax.

Lllectepo WCTOLLEHHbIX W YCTaBWMX MNOAPOCTKOB CMOTPE/SIM HA OroHb, KOrga no3agu Hux
TpecHy/a BeTKa, HapyLUMB HOYHYIO TULLUHY.

Bce ncnyraHHo B34pOrHYAN U BCYLWIAAUCH B HOYb. TULLIKHA.
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YTo... UNK KTO? ... NPOU3BES 3TOT WyMm?

— 370 6bINIO KMBOTHOE? — eABa CAbIWHO NpowenTtana KaTn, HO HUKTO He OoTBEeTUN. Bce OHM
CMOTPENU B TEMHOTY, U3 KOTOPOW A0HECCA TPECK.

TyT OH CHOBa pas3ganca.

3awypwanun anctbs. Ewe 6onblue TPECHY/I0 BETOK, TeNepb Obi/In OTYETINBO CAbILWHbI TAXKENble
waru.

[JeBOYKM MCNYyraHHO nepernaHyIncb, NPUMXMMAACL Apyr K apyry. B Kynake JleoHa Kak no
MaHOBEHMIO BOJILLEOHON NasioYKN 6aecHYN HOoXK. OH HEMHOTO NPUrHYJICA, BTAHYA FO0BY B MJIEYU U
BbICTaBM/1 Bnepes noabopoAoK, OH BbIrnAAen MNoJAHbIM PEeWnMOCTM U roToBbIM K 6oto. TuaH,
HanpoTuB, nogowen 6anXKe K OrHIo, Kak 6yaTo CBET U TEMJI0 MOIN 3aUTUTL €ro.

B nognecke cHoBa pasganca Tpeck. lNocabiwanca TMXoe nbIXTeHMe.

[Oxeb pasBepHyncs BOKPYr W BbITAWMA TOPALLYIO BETKY W3 OrHA, KOTOPYH OH BbITAHYA
HaBCTPeYY WWYMY KaK OOHaXKeHHbIN Mmeu.

YTO-TO WANO NPAMO K HUM.

bbicTpo.

Taxkeno crtynas.

Ceilyac OHO A0NKHO OKa3aTbCs 34ECh.
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TeHM wTypmoBanu HebONbLWYK MOMAHY Cpeau AepeBbeB-BE/IMKAHOB W NAJAM Ha 3eMI0.
Mapwu 3aKpuyana, OHa, Kak U apyrve, NpUTannacb OKOMO OrHA, rotoBas 6exkaTb. TONbKO J1IeOH CcTOAN
nepes He3BaHbIM FOCTEM W NPbITHYA BNepes, B eaMHOM Ton4yke. Ero asmkeHma 6binn egsa 3amMeTHbI:
Tak O6bICTPO OH nepemewanca. bnecHyno nessue, YCTPEMWIOCb BHM3... KOrga OH BHe3amnHo
OCTaHOBMACA.

— OH — 0AMH U3 Hac, — CKas3an OH CNoKoMHo. OH caenan war B CTOPOHy U ocsobogun none
3peHus.

B camom pene, nepen HUMM B COFHYTOM MO3€ NEXan YyrKaK, »KaLHO XBaTaloWwMW BO34YX.
KopoTKkune cBeT/able MOKpble BOAIOChI MPUANMNAN K ero ronose. MNoa TYpucTmyeckom KypTKon OT4asHHO
nogHMManNacb M ONyCKanacb rpyaHas Knetka. Ero taxenoe AbixaHne 3an0NHUAO0 TULLNHY.

[xxeb 6pocun ropawyo BETKY Ha3ag, B KocTep U Npnbansunca. HesHakombli OHOLWA, Ka3anoch,
He mor nowesenntbca. [xeb Buaen, Kak Bekn 6eCKOHTPONbHO Aepraincb, BCe ero Tefo ApoXKano.
3aTem BHe3anHO pa3zanca easa C/blWHbIA XpuUn.

— Bogebl.

[>xeb cpasy ke NoJoLen K CBOEMY PHOK3aKy U BbITalwmMA 6yTbiaKy ¢ BOAOW. OH cen Ha KOPTOUYKM
PALOM C IOHOLIEN, NoANNPAA PYKOW ronoBy HE3HAKOMLA, NOKa TOT »agHO rnoTtan sogy. naKocTb
6erkana no ero noabopoaky, HO OH NUA Aanblie, Noka 6yTblNKA He onycTena. [)keb monya B3J0XHY.
OH cam »KeCTKO 3KOHOMUA BOAY M MOYTU HUYETO HE BbINUA.

FOHOWa nepeBepHyCA Ha CNUHY, OTKUHYB FONI0BY Ha3az M rAAA HA Hero.

Ero HeBepOATHO-CMHME [N1a3a, CBET/Ible U ACHble KaK ropHoe 03epo, cMAan B cnabom ceete
ropALEero orHA.

JleoH cHoBa y6pan HOX M C NtOBONBLITCTBOM NOCMOTPEN BHU3 HA NAPHA.

— Cnacnbo, — npowenTan Yy*Kak. — f 6ery y>ke Be4HOCTb. MeHA 308yT Muwa.

«CTpaHHOe uma», — nogyman [xxeb. «3By4nT uy>Kao».

— A — [xeb, a 3to JleoH. OTKyAa Tbi? Movyemy Tbl Tak 6exan?

— Ha meHA Hanann, — OHOLWA yKa3an Ha NeBY0 PYKy, KOTOpasA CTPaHHO He3)KM3HEHHO iexKana
PALOM C HUM. Bblno 04EBMAHO, YTO KaxKaoe ABUKEHWe CTOMI0 eMy HECKOHEeYHO MHOro cun. — fl He
3Ha0, OT KOrO MAM OT 4ero, A NpocTo 6exan npoyb. OHKU Bce BpemA 6blM No3agm MmeHA. Y meHA
AEeNCTBUTENbHO He Bblno waHcoB. A ayman, uTo B siecy mor 6bl, BO3MOXHO, oTOopBaTbcA. Toraa A
yBUAEN OrOHb, — OH YTOMJ/IEHHO OCTaHOBM/ICA.

— TBow npecnepoBaTenu Bce elle nos3aam t1eba?

— Al He 3HatO, MoXeT bbiTb, OHM noTepann mon cnes. OHM BCe BpemMA U3LaBajN yXKacCHble
BOM/IM U KPUKKU, — B340XHYA Muwa. OH NoBEpPHYA FOI0BY M MOCMOTPEN Ha APYruX, KOTOpble cuaenm
y orHa. — [lomorun mHe cecTb.

[>xeb NoATONKHYN ero pyKow noj cnuHy, 3atem noaHAN Muwy Ha Horu. Ero nesas pyka cnabo
CBMCanNa BHU3.

— Y70 Cc TBOEM PYKOIN? — ocmenmnacb cnpocuTb AxKeHHa.

— 3T0 4y[0BMULLE... NPUKOCHY/0Cb KO MHE 34eCb, MOC/ie 3TOro A HAYEero B Hel He YyscTayto. Ho
NOAOXAM... — OH nogowen 6anKe K OTHIO M NPOBEN PYKOW HaA OrHEM. — ... MOM MNajblibl, A CHOBA
MOry UMK ABUratb!

OH TOpONAUBO CTawma ¢ ceba MOKPYI, MecTaMu NMOPBAHHYIO KYPTKY M pybaliky. Tenepb OH
[lepyKan ronyt pyky nepen orHem, NoAAepXuBana ee Apyron pykKon. — ITO KaK... Kak byaTo OHa
CHOBa OTTamMBaeT. [lepbMo, a A yKe Ayman, 4To mor 6bl 3abbiTb 06 3TOM!

Mapu n [keHHa BCTPEBOXKEHO NepernaHynmcb. Katu cHoBa ynasna Ha CBOW cCha/ibHbliA MELLIOK.
TnaH nepBbiM 06pen ronoc.
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— Ho Kto caenan 3to ¢ To6on? N nouemy? MNMoyemy oHM BOODGLLLE OXOTUAMCH 3a TOOOM? A He 3a
Hammn? [>keb, 4To roHUTCA 32 HaMmm?

Mwuwwa noKan naeyamm 1 OCTOPOXKHO MOLIEBENUA MabLAMM B CBETE KOCTpPA.

— OcTopoXKHeN, ele 0boXKelwbea, - npeaynpeann >keb HOBEHbKOIo U MSIrKo OTTaLLLWMA ero oT
orHA. — Y Tebsa onpepeneHHo MHoro Bonpocos. Ceiyac A 06bACHO Bam Bce. [aBante TONbKO
pasgenvm Halwy npoBu3unto. POK3akK JIeoHa, K COXa/ieHUIo, UcYes, a 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO Mbl LO/IKHbI
noaennTbCsa efomn Apyr ¢ 4PYrom.

— Mopenntbca? — ¢blpkHyna Katn. — He HyXHO nn emy 6bino nyywe cneguTb 3a CBOMMMU
BewWwamm? A Tenepb A AOIKHA KOPMUTb ero? Mbl 34eCb B MU/IOM NOXOAE B rOpbl UM KaK?

JleoH xonogHO NOCMOTpEn Ha Hee.

— He BONHyiMCsA, NpUHLECCA, A TydLLe OTKAXKYCb OT BalLen LeapocTy.

[xeb nepeBen B3rnag, Ha oroHb M Tenepb CNOKOMHO MPOAO/KMUA.

— Mbl pasgennm Hawe nNpoaoBONAbCTBME U TOYKA! TONbKO BMECTE Mbl CMOXKEM 34eCb BbIXKUTb.
Y KaXK40ro ectb CBOM HaBblKM, KOTOPblE, BO3MOXHO, HaM NOMOTYT, NPONTK Yepes Bce 3To. K cyacTbio,
JleoH cnac HOM), KOTopbIM OblN Yy Hero B Bewax. Y MeHs ecTb 3a*Kuraska. Mbl 40/ KHbI 3HATb, YTO Y HacC
€CTb M YTO Mbl MOYKEM NCMNO/1b30BaTb, YTOObI BbIXKUTb.

JleoH 6pocun Ha Hero CTpaHHbIN B3rnag. [xeb He 3Han, paccepamnca M OH U3-3a YNOMUHAHUA
HOXa WM NPOCTO He XOTes, YTobbl eMy AaBaNM UHCTPYKLMWU. B KOHEYHOM cyeTe, 3TO BbII0 HEBAXKHO.
[xxeb cen pagom c KOCTPOM Ha 3eMJt0 M NOATALLMA CBOM PHOK3aK. Y Hero 6bin x1eb 1 cyweHoe MACo.
M 3TK cTpaHHble TabneTku.

Pagom ¢ HMM 3aHANa mecTo [)KeHHa, Apyrve nocTeneHHO 3aHWMManuM MecTa gpyr 3a gpyrom
BOKPYr OrHA. TMaH NpOTAHYA KycoK xieba JIeoHy, KOTOpbIit HEOXOTHO NPUHAN ero. Bce Hayanu ecTb.
[xxeb oTKycun KycoK xneba. OH 6bl1 KUCNbIM HA BKYC, HO XOPOLIMM. 3aTEM OH YKYCUA CyX0e MACO U
MoKaTa/ ero Bo PTy, NPeXAe Yem Haya KeBaTb.

[yXeHHa monya NpoTAHyNa eMy BYTbINKY BOAbI.

OH c bnaropgapHoCTblo yAbIOHYNACA el u caenan 6osbliok rnoTok. Boaa okasanacb
61a*KeHCTBOM B €ro NepecoxLiem rope.

— Cnacmbo. Xneba Ham XBaTUT Ha OAMH AEHb, €CIN Mbl OyeM 3KOHOMUTb, BO3MOXKHO, Ha ABa.

— 3Haelwb, ANA Yero 3Tm Bewm? — [KeHHa CXBaTMNa TabneTKu.

Oxeb xoTen ckasaTb «HeT», HO Mwula, KOTOpblA cuaen c APYroh CTOPOHbl OT [IMKeHHbI,
NPeAnoNOXWUA, ANA YEro OHU HYXKHbl. OH OCTOPOXKHO MOLIEBEUA PYKOM.

— A gymato, aTo obesbonmBaroLLee, AU YTO-TO OT TeMNepaTypbl U BOcnaneHua. A NpuHAN 4o
3TOro o4Hy U3 CBOEro ploK3aKa. Ye nomorno, — oH obneryeHHO yablbHyNcA. — BmecTe ¢ Tensiom
OTHS MOA pyKa NPaKTUYECKMN KaK paHblle, TO/IbKO HEMHOIO OHEMEBLLAs, HO 3TO NpPoMnAaerT.

Mocne TOro Kak OHW MNoenn, TO OLEHUIN UX PAa3NINYHOE OCHALLEHMe.

[>keHHa Hawna y ceba ANMHHYI0 BepeBKy. TMaH TakKe. B 60KoBOM KapmaHe Mwuwwn Toxe
Nexkana 3axuranka. B ptoksake Mapu Haxoanamnce 6MHTbI. HoXK JleoHa 0cTaBancs egUHCTBEHHbIM.

Bce.
BONbLUIMHCTBO 3aNacoB yXe Cbenu, y Bcex bbl/l OANHAKOBbIM NaekK.
— [loBOAIbHO *KanKkue 3anacbl, — Hapywun TMwnHy TnaH. — Ecnm 3To BCe, ANA HAC 3TO He TaK

YK U XopoLo.
— Y MeHs gpyroe mHeHue, — bbICcTpo aobasun [xKeb, npexae Yem y BCeX ynasao HaCTpPoeHMe.
— Y Hac ecTb BCe, YTOObI BbIXXUTb. OrOHb, €43 U HOX, MPYU MOMOLLM KOTOPOrO Mbl MOXKEM CAEeNaTb
OPYXKME U MHCTPYMEHTbI. Mbl JOMKHbI MCNO/Ib30BaTh BELLM, KOTOPbIE Y HAC €CTb TO/IbKO C MNOJIb30M.
— 370 BCe XOpoLwWo. Ho Ham He xBaTaeT NOHMMAHMA TOro, YTO Mbl TyT AENAEM U YTO BCE 3TO
3HauuT, — BMewasnca JSleoH. — [laBali, paccKkasbliBal Y»Ke, Mbl YXKe 3HAEM, YTO HaLLM LUAHCbI MIOXM.
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HeT HMKaKuUX NPUYNH NPOAOMKATb YMANYMBaTb, MOYEMY Mbl OKa3a/IMCb 34eCb. Thl 4OCTAaTOYHO AOr0
OTKNaApIBan 3To.

Bce kpome [KeHHbl yaMBAEHHO CMOTPEIN Ha Hero.

— Tbl 3HaelWb, NoYemMy Mbl 34eCb? — PbIpKHYN Muwa.

[>keb KnBHy.

— MNouemy? Moyemy TbI?

— He 3Hato. MNoxanyiicta, AanTe MHe paccKasaTtb, Aa*Ke ec/M TO, YTO Bbl CEMYAC YCAbIWNTE,
HeBepOSTHO. 3aaBaiTe BallX BONPOCHI MOTOM, A OTBEYY Ha HUX HAaCKO/IbKO CMOTY.

OH pa3BepHyN NUCTOK € coobuweHnem. Tenepb Ha Hero 06paTUAOCh BCE MX BHUMAHME.
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Oxxeb ocmotpen Kpyr, rnyboko B34OXHYNA M Hayan TUXO OOBACHATb. [eBYWKM M HOHOLWM
NPUKOBA/IM BHMMaHMe K ero rybam. Ero mcrtopua He oT/iMyanacb OT MnepexkuToro apyrumu. [lo
NOCNaHMA, KOTOPOTrO OH Halles B CBOEM PHOK3aKe.

— 34ecb YKa3aHo, YTO Mbl A0/XKHbI BEPHYTbCA HAa3aA. M 4To eCcTb TO/IbKO OAMH MyTb BEPHYTLCA B
COBCTBEHHYIO }KM3Hb, — 3aTEM OH HA4a/ YMTaTb: — Tbl AO/KEH NPONTU Yepes 3TOT U BCE OCTa/IbHble
MUPbI, CNM XO4Yellb BEePHYTbCA Ha3zad. MHOro UcnblTaHui KaeT Tebs, Ho Tbl byaewb He oauH. Mam 3a
CONHLEM, B YeTblipex Yacax oT TebA. Ha WMpoKoi paBHMHE Tbl HalAelwb OCTanbHbIX. JlloAen, KoTopble
KaK U Tbl MOMMaHbI B 1abnpuHTE.

[xxeb nogHAn B3rnag, Koraa npousHocun cnoso "/TabupuHT". Ha nx anuax oTpasmaca YncTbiin
y}Kac, Koraa oHW NOHAMM, YTO B HAaNMCaHHOM rOBOPUTCA O HUX. Fpynna cTana 6ecnoKOMHON, KaxKabln
NbITa/ICA NO-CBOEMY MHTEPNPETUPOBATb HEBEPOATHbIE C/IOBA.

— lMopoxauTe, ecTb ele Koe-4To. TaKk BOT, 3TOT JITabUPUHT COCTOUT U3 LWIECTU MUPOB. ITOT —
nepBbl, NepBoe MUcnbiTaHWe M3 wecTn. 3aecb 0603HAYEHO, YTO B KaKAOM MUpe ecTb BpaTa —
nopTasibl, KOTOPblE NEPEHECYT HacC B CIeAYIOLWNI, @ B KOHLLE NYTM HaxoanTca ceoboaa. Te U3 Hac, KTo
nponaeT BCe MUPbI, BbIMTPAET NPU3 XKUSHMU.

Oxxeb meanun, rnaga Ha octanbHbiXx. Ha 3TOT pa3 HMKTO ero He nepebusan. Ero rnas cHosa
Hayan pgepraTbCA, M OH 3acTaBun ceba pgplwatb. OH ONKEH pacCKasaTb MM Janblue, OONXKeH
06BABUTb MM 06 3TOM B MOIHOM TULLNHE.

— Korpa Tbl Hagewb Bcex NtoAel, B NOIHOYb Ha Hebe NOoKaXKeTcA 3Be34a, KOTOPaA YKaXKeT Bam
NyTb K BpaTaM. Y Bac ecTb TPWU AHA, CEMbAECAT ABa 4aca, 4YTobbl AOCTUIHYTbL BpaT. Ecam Bam He
y4acTCcA NPOMTU Yepes BpaTa, OHU MCYE3HYT M Bbl OCTAHETECb B STOM MUPE HAaBEYHO.

B KocTpe 3aTpewana BeTka. [JxKeb HeHafoNro 3akpbla rnasa, 3aTem CHOBA pPacrnaxHyn Ux U
NPoAOKMA roBOpUTb. — HO ecTb ewe u xyauwee.

KaTn xpunno 3akawnsana.

— Hy, rosopwu yxe.

JNleoH opobputensHo 3abopmoTan.

— bovTtecb BalwmMx CTpPaxoB. TO/NbKO CMAQ COMHUA M TEMJIO OFHA MOXeT 3aWwuTUTb Bac OT
OXOTHWKOB, TaK KaK UX NPOroHAeT Tenabli cBeT. KTo noaaactca cBOMM CTpaxam, OCTaHEeTCA Nno3aaum.
Bbl — cemepo MckaTenein, HO ecTb TO/IbKO WecTb BpaT B cneayrowmin mmp. Tak ByaeT B KaxKaom
Mupe, Bbl Bceraa byaete HaxoauTb Ha O4HM BpaTa MeHblue, YeM KonuvectBo Mckatenen. OanH u3
Bac Bcerga byper octaBaTbcA N0o3aguM, O4MH M3 BaC OCTAHETCA HaegMHe CO CBOMMMW CTpaxamu. Kto
XOYET KUTb, A0/IKeH 6opoTbca. MPOTUB OCTaNbHbIX, NPOTUB ceba camoro. B KOHLEe BbIXKMBET TOJIbKO
OAMH u3 Bac. Motomy 4TO Bbl B JTabupuHTe. NoTomy 4YTO Bbl NOoTEpAHbI, — [Keb nocmoTpen Beepx.
LWectb nap rnas cmotpennm Ha Hero. — fA He Mor B 3TO MOBEPUTb, HO 3HA/N OAHO: ecAn £
AENCTBUTENbHO Halay WeCTb YeN0BEK, 3HAYMT, Ha INCTe HanMcaHa npasaa.

— W Tbl Hac Hawen, — cKasana [»KeHHa Tuxo.

OcTanbHble monyann. HakoHel, J1eoH B34 CNOBO.

— Al He Bepto Bcemy aTomy aepbMy. CoobuieHme. OT KOro e Toraa 3To 4epToBO coobuieHune?
Bpata. Mupbl. [pu3 KMU3HW... BCE 3TO 3BYUYUT KaK AOBONbHO FNYyNasa UCTOPUA O MPUKIOYEHUAX, ecn
Bbl cnpocuTe meHA. Kakumu nyratot geter, — OH PacWMPUA FNasa U CKPUBWUA rpumacy. — Yyy,
Tenepb A 60tocb! — oH Nokayvan rosioBon. — Bce purHs.

— A 4TO Tbl CKaxelb Ha To, 4To [keb Hawen Hac, YTO HaC WecTepo, KaK TamM U HanUCaHO? —
efKo cnpocuna [)KeHHa, BbIXBaTWUNA IMCTOK U3 pyk [xkeba, 6pocnna Ha Hero B3rNA4 U TKHyNa ero
noA Hoc JfleoHy. — Bot! MNouunTai cam! TyT Bce HanucaHo. YepHbim no benomy.

J1eOH OTKNOHUACA Ha3a4, U OTTONKHYA PYKY [JKEHHbI.

— 3TO He A0JIKHO HMYEro 3HauYuTb. Kaxapblit mor 6bl HanucaTb 3anucky. daxke cam [Keb.
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[»eHHa octaHoBuAacb. OHa BCTpeTuaach B3raagam ¢ JleoHom.

— lMouyemy Tbl He YnTaewb?

— He roBopu MHe, 4TO A go/KeH aenatb. Nam yto A gomkeH aymatb. [JoaKHO 6bITb gpyroe
0b6bACHEHME.

— AX, ga? A TpaBMbl MULWIN? DTU... 3TV MOHCTPbI, KOTOPbIE OXOTUNCHL 38 HUMU?

— Bo3moOKHO, ero pasym Obin ele HaACTONbKO 3aTymMaHeH, 4To OH obocpancAa npu Buae
COBCTBEHHOM TEHW, @ NOTOM CMNOTKHY/ACA. TOMMMO 3TOro: Mbl He BUAEAN HALIMX NpecnepoBaTenen,
TONbKO CNbIWAN KPUKK, KOTOPbIE MOTIM M34aBaTb /1t0ObIe YKUBOTHbIE.

— A smnaen nx, — sctasun Muwa.

JNleoH noBepHyica K Hemy. OH CMYLLLEHHO YAbIOHYACS.

— PaHee Tbl roBopun 4To-TO Apyroe. Kpome TOro, Tbl cpasy ke yberkan, oTKyaa Torga Tbl
3Haelb, YTO Ha TebA Hanagann? ITo TaKKe Mor BbITb BOJIK UM MeaBeb.

— MHe cnegoBano 6bl 0CTaTbCA M NOCMOTPETb, YTO HALLEAMIOCb HA MeHA? Mosa pyKa noytu
OTCOX/1a, TONbKO M3-33 TOTO YTO OHO NPUKOCHYNO0CH KO MHe!

—TaK WAW MHAye, HO He A Hagenan cemyac B LWTaHbl, MPOCTO NOTOMY 4YTO BOKpyr berana
napoyKa ANKMX cobaK, U Tbl CMOTKHYACA 06 KPOAUYbIO HOPY.

Muwa BCKouMA. JIEOH TOXKe MOJIHMEHOCHO OKa3asacA Ha Horax, HO CBET/I0BOJIOCbIM MapeHb
CXBaTWUA €ro 3a BOPOTHMK 340POBOM PYKOM.

— W? I'ge TBOA orpomHas nactb? — npowwnnen Muwa.

JNleoH xonopgHo ynbibHynca. OH caenan nerkoe ABUXKEHWE rON0BOM B CTOPOHY NMPABOW PYKM.
Jle3Bune ero HoXa Haxo4MNOCb NPAMO nepea weer Muwwn.

— EAWHCTBEHHDIW, Y KOro OrpOMHasn nactb, 370 Tbl. A 6bl NonbiTanca youtb ero. BoamoxHo, y
Hero uaet KpoBb. N ecnn y Hero naeT KpoBb, 3HAYUT, OHO TOXKE MOXKET yMmepeTb.

— Y meHsA He 6bIn0 HOXKa.

— OTNYyCTM MeHA, ManblL.

— CHayvana ybepwu cBoli rpebaHbiii HOXK Nodanblue.

C wenykom JleoH ybpan nessme. 3aTem OH Pa3BEPHY/ICA U CEN HA CBOKO KYPTKY.

— MbI cHOBa BCe ycnoKounucb? — cnpocun xxkeb B HacTynusLen TULWIMHE. HUKTO He OTBETUA.

— B uem 1BOA npobnema? — [keb noBepHynca K JleoHy.

— Bce 3TU CKasKu, KOTopble Tbl pacCKasbiBaellb Ham, 3TO CTpPaHHOe nocnaHue. Ho 3to no-
npeXKHemy Huyero 6osblue Kpome KaKk 60nbluan, ApAHHAA BblAyMaHHaA UCTopuA.

— Y 1ebs ecTb gpyroe 06bACHEHNE TOMY, YTO NPOM30LINO?

— Her.

— Mbl e BCe YyBCTBYEM, YTO 34eCb YTO-TO HE TaK. YTO Mbl HE NPUHAANEKMM STOMY MECTY, 4YTO
Hac... oTnpasuan coga. 1o HeAaBHEro BPeMeHMU A, BEPOATHO, MMEN KWU3Hb, B KOTOPOM €34MN1 Ha
moToumKne. N ato onpepeneHHo 6bino He 34ech.

— JTO He 03HaYaeT, 4YTOo A BEPIO NEePBOM e CTpalnike, — oTBeTU JIeoH.

— Mbl e yBMAUM, NOABUTCA /I B MONIHOYb 3B€34a, O KOTOPOI rOBOPUTCA B COOBLWEHNN, —
Tenepb BMewanacb Katn. OHa maxasia noTpenaHHbIM NCTKOM Bymaru B pyKe, KOTOPbI Mexay Tem
yXKe npowenca no Kpyry. — KoHeyHo, 3TO BCe 3BYYMT A0BOJIbHO Fyno, HO 3Be3aa morna bbl 6biTb
[0Ka3aTe/IbCTBOM TOrO, YTO BCE, O YemM roBopuT Keb, npasaa, nan?

— fAl eaBa M mory 4To-TO pa3obpaTb Ha ITOM AEPbMOBOM K/104Ke Bymaru, — npopbivan TuaH.

— Co MHoOV ToXKe camoe, — cornacuaca ¢ Hum Muwa. — bnegHble 6YKBbI, KOTOPblE HE MMEIOT
CMbICNa.

KaTn nokavana ronosoi.

— Bam HyXXHO NpoCTO NOCMOTPETb BHMMATENbHO, NAMOTLI. Torga Bce cTaHeT ACHO. B nonHoub
noABuTCA 3B€343...
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— Ho mbl B cepeanHe neca. Kak Tbl cobupaelubca yBuaeTb He6o? — nepebun ee TuaH. — U
KpOMe TOro, YTo 3TO 3Ha4YUT — YBUAETb 3Be34y Ha Hebe? Huyero sBoobule!

KaTu passena pykamu.

— Y 1eba ecTb naesa nonyywe?

— Twuxo, — ckaszan Oxeb Herpomko, HO TBepao. — [peKpaTuTe pyratbCA. Y Hac Kak pas ecTb
Apyrve npobnembl, — OH NOCMOTpPeN Ha JleoHa. — A cumTato, 4To naea Katn xopowasn. am y koro-to
ApYroro ectb MHOM nnaH? Kyaa Ham cTomT nontn? Yto Ham aenatb?

— Mbl moran 6bl NonNbITaTbCA HAaUTU APYrUX Nt0AEN, BO3MOMKHO, KTO-TO NOomor 6bl Ham, —
npegnoxun Muwa.

— MHe He KaKeTcA, YTo 34eCb XKUBYT 04U, @ €CIN U Aa, Mbl HAWAEM UX PAHO MAW NO34HO. U
KTO 3HaeT, HACTPOEeHbl /IN OHW K Ham ApyxentobHo. WUTaK, ewe pas, y KOro-To ecTb Apyrue
npeanoxXeHua?

Bce nokayanu ronosamm.

— Toraa Mbl C TakKMM e ycnexom Moram 6bl nocneaoBaTb 3a 3Be340M U NOCMOTPETD,
cywectsytoT nn BpaTa. Ecam oHM Tam, Mbl NMOMMEM, YTO 3HaeM npasay. Ecnv ux HeT, TO Mbl
HaxoAMMCA B NOJIHOM AepbMe.

TuaH paccmesnncs.

— B nonHom gepbme? O Boxke, Mbl Tak U TaK yKe CMAMM NO CaMoe ropsio B AepbMe, eCcau To,
yTo roBopuT [}Keb, NpaBaa. Bbl X0Tb NOHMMaeTe, YTO 3TO Torga o3HayvaeT?

— Tbl KaK pa3 CHOBaA CKa3a/l, YTo He Bepullb eMy, — npowunena Katu.

— fl 1 He Bepto, HO ecnn Tenepb NPeanosioXKUTb, YTO BCe NpaBAa, Toraa pedb MAET O HallumX
¥KU3HAX, — OH noBepHynca K [xkeby. — YTo Tam 6b110 HacyeT BpaT? Mbl 401KHbI HOPOTHCA 3@ HUX?
LecTb MMPOB M KaxKaplh pa3 Ha ogHM BpaTa meHblue? TonbKo oguH BbIXKMBET? Nocnogu, ecamn aTto
npasaa, Tor4a ANnA Hac Bce A0BO/IbHO MPaYyHO, — OH NOMeAANA HEKOTOpOoe BpemMsi. — ITO NPOCTO He
MOXKeT 6bITb NpaBAoON. A He 3Hal0, KaK Y Bac, HO Y MEHS 3TO BbIXOAMUT 33 PpaMKKU Moel paHTasuum.

lfocnopcTBoBana rpoboBasn TULWKMHA, HEKOTOPbIE KUBHY/IU. JIEOH CKPECTUA PYKU Ha FpyAau.

— 370 BCe, YTO Tbl MO)KELb HAaM paccka3aTtb? — JleoH nosepHyaca K Jxeby. — OTKyaa Ham
3HaTb, YTO Tbl BHE3AMHO HE HaKoAyelb elle 0AHO coobuieHume?

«MocmoTpmm», — noayman Oxxeb. «HecmoTps Ha TO, YTO OH He BEPUT MHE, OH e Xo4eT bbITb
yBEpPEH, YTO NONYYMUA BCIO MHPOPMALMIO, KOTOPAA HYXKHA AN1A BbIXKMBAHUAY.

— Her, 370 BCe, 4TO A 3Hato.

Hag rpynnott nosucno monyaHune. OHM BCce OblAn B 3amMellaTeNIbCTBE, HaMyraHbl U UCTOLLEHbI.
MM HY}KHO ycnoKouTbcA. Yepes HEeCKO/IbKO YacoB B3oMAET 3Be34a, Torga y HUX CeMbAecAT ABa 4vaca,
yTobbl AO0b6paThbca A0 BpaT. HUKTO He 3HaA, KaK [Aa/IeKo OHW HaxoAATCS W KaKon TpyaHou byaet
Aopora Tyaa. Kpome Toro, KTO-TO OXOTWUJICA Ha HUX, COObBLLEHWE, MPUCYTCTBME APYrUX LIECTU U
CcoCToAHME MuLiK, Koraa oH NOABUACA Ha CBeTy, OblN0 AOCTAaTOUYHbIM A0Ka3aTeNnbCcTBOM gna Axkeba. U
OH 3Ha/, UM NOHAZ06MAUCL Bbl BCE UX CUAbI.

— A gymaro, Ham HyXXHO NONbITaTbCA YCHYTb. Houbto A 3abepycb Ha AepPEeBO M NOWULLY 3Be3ay.

— MocnaTb? Tbl Ha camom Aene AyMaellb, YTO NOCAe BCEro, YTo NPOM30LWI0, KTO-HMbYAb
CMOMXKET YCHYTb? — 3aKkpuyana Katu.

— Ham Hy}XHO yCnoKouTbcs, YyTPOM ByaeT o4eHb HanpsXKeHHbIM AeHb. K cyacTbio, y Hac ecTb
oroHb. Ecnn BepuTb coobuieHUMO, TO OHM He 6yayT Hac npecnegoBaTb 34ecb. MTak, mbl B
6e30nacHOCTK, NOKa B AOCTAaTOYHOM 6AM30CTM K OrHi0. Kpome TOro, y»Ke HeCKO/bKO 4acoB Mbl He
CNbIWANN KPUKOB MAKM Bomnsiel. To, YTO OTKPbIZIO OXOTY Ha Hac, BEPOATHO, M3-3a A0XKAA NOTEPAN0 Hal
cnen.

— «Bo3moKHO» HemHOro HagymaHHo, — 6pocun Mwuwa, KoTopblit Kak pa3 3abupancsa B
CnasibHbIN MELLOK.
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— Al 6yay pexypuTb, NOKa He B3oWaeT 3Be3aa. 3aTtem A pasbyxKy ogHOro m3 Bac, 4YToObI
CMeHUTb MeHA. Mo MeHbLLel mepe, [OXKAb CTUXaeT. Tenepb Mbl MOXEM TONbKO HAAEATbCSA, YTO HebOo
NPOACHUTCA U A BOOBLLE YTO-TO YBUIKY.

— OuyeHb YK ONTUMUCTUYHO, — JIEOH HAKPbIICA KYPTKOM, KaK MMMNPOBM3NPOBAHHOM 3aLLMUTOM
OT NPOX/1IAZHOr0 BO3A4yXa.

«EcTb y meHA apyroii Bbibop?»

[xxeHHa nogHanacb. OHA NOAOLWNA K CBOEMY CMaZlbHOMY MELLKY U NOATrOTOBUAA CBOM HOYHOM
narepb. OHa NOAN0XMANA PIOK3aK NOA rO/I0BY KaK NOAYLUKY.

TuaH, Mapu n Katn nocneposanu ee npumepy. Kaxabii 6611 Norpy»eH B MbIC/IM, KAa3anocsb,
6b1N10 CAbIWHO, KAaK OHM AYMAIOT M NbITAKOTCA HAUTK NpaBAonoa06Hoe 06bACHEHMeE.

TwaH ner Heganeko ot Muwun. Mapu npuasmHynacb K [yKeHHe. J/IeOH ner B CTOpPOHE OTO BCEX.
KaTn octanacb pagom c [dkebom, KOTOPbIA paccTeNnn CBOM CMajibHbI MELIOK nepes KOCTPOM U
Moi4a cmoTpen B nnama. MotpeboBanocb HEKOTOPOE BpPemA, HO 3aTEM LUOPOXM MPEKPATUAUCH U
AbIXaHMe NOAPOCTKOB CTaN0 POBHbIM.

[>xeb cuaen NorpyKeHHbli B MbICIM Ha CBOEM CMa/sibHOM MeLWKe W chnpawuean ceba, yTto
npuHeceT emy 3aBTPAWHWN AeHb. K Tomy e OH 4yBCTBOBAA, Kak Katm cmoTtpena Ha Hero. OH
NMOBEPHY/ICA K HEW M ee 3e/1eHble TNa3a CBEPKHY/IN, OTPasuB Naamsa. Xoao04HaA Apoxb npoberkana no
ero CrnuHe.

[>keb 3Han, YTO 34€ecb M celyac JOMKEH B3ATb PYKOBOACTBO Ha cebsn, utobbl cdopmmpoBaTthb
rpynny, Kotopaa 6yaeT 3awmwate cebs. OHU HYXKAANAUCb APYF B APYre, OH NOHAM 3TO cpa3y. TaK KaK
Apyrve eue He MOHANM, YTO 34€eCb B 1IeCy OHU CTOANM Nepes, HAaYa/lOM Yero-To HenoCTUXMMOro U
onacHoro. Y Hux Bnepeau ewe 6blna AAMHHaA gopora. Tenepb, KOraa rpynna passasivBanacb, 310
3HAYMNO CMEpPTb ANA KaXKA0ro U3 HUX.

[>xeb nocmoTpen B Kpyr. OH He xoTen 6bITb UX pykoBoauTenem. Ho oH 6bli TeM CambiM, KTO B
AaHHbIM MOMEHT BWMAEN CUTyauumio nydwe Apyrux. BepoAaTHO, ckopo OH mor 6bl nepegaTb
pyKoBOACTBO JleoHy, KOTOpbI 6Gonblle BCEero noAXoAuN ANA 3TOro, gaKe Korga nepes HUM
HaxoAunacb OMAcHOCTb, OH He ywen 6bl c goporn. Bo Bcem, 4YTo OH rOBOPUN WAW Aenan,
4yBCTBOBaNCA 6€3yCN0BHbIA 3rOU3M.

Ho pake emy 6blnKn HyXKHbl OCTa/IbHbIE, EC/IN OH XO4YEeT BbIKUTb. «Haaercb, OH MOHMMAET 3TO».

3aTem OH nogyman o [xKeHHe.

OHa b6bina 6bl uaeanbHol. OHa Kasasacb Pa3syMHOM, HE TepAsa KOHTPOJIb B ONAacHOM CUTYaLnK
n 3aboTnnacb o gpyrux. Ero B3rnsag CKoib3ua no ocTaBLlencs rpynne.

OHM He npumyT AeBylwKy-pykoBoautens. OcobeHHO K3Tu, OHa cama nonbiTaeTcs B3ATb
PYKOBOACTBO.

O Muwwe n Mapu OH HUYEro He MOr CKa3aTb, @ TMaH Mor bl Nerko CTaTb CUIbHENLLUMM YNEHOM
rpynnol.

KaTn nerkana 3akyTaBWWUCb B CBOM CMajbHbIl MeWOK M Habnwpana 3a [xebom. Ee pyka
ONyCTUNACb BHWU3, OHA Hallynasa HOX B KAapMaHaX [OXKWHCOB: OH AOOCTaBAAN €W AylweBHoe
cnokoncTemne. OHa Hawna ero B 04HOM M3 HOKOBbIX KAPMaHOB B PHOK3aKe M KOHEYHO He MeyTana o
TOM, YTOObl PACKPbITb CBOK HAXOAKYy ApYyrMm. BepoaTHO, y Hee npocTo 3abpanun 6bl ero u otganu
KaKoMy-HMbyAb napHto. HeT, oHa He ocTanack bbl 6e33aLnTHOM, BCe paBHO, YTO HA Hee HaZBMranocCh,
OHa b6yaeT 3HaTb, YTO MOXKET 3aWUTUTb cebs.

«[»Keb BbIrNAANT HeNNoxo», — noaymana Katn. «BbICOKMIN U CUNbHBIN, C KPAaCUBbIMW YepTamu
nmua. Bo3moXKHO, OH NoAennnca ¢ HaMu He BCeM, YTO 3HaeT». OyeHb BaXKHO OCTABATbCA PALOM C
xebom. [MoKasaTb emy, YTO OHa Ha ero CTOPOHeE.
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KaTn noBepwuna Kaxgomy CnoBy, KOTOpPOE OH CKasas. HeT, «BepuTb» — HenpaBuAbHOE CNOBO,
OHa 4YyBCTBOBA/a, YTO OH rosopun npasay. OHa AOMKHA 3aN0Jly4nUTb €ro B COH3HUKN. BOo3moOXKHO,
Aaxke bonblie 3TOrO.

B ueHTpe ee Tena pasnmeanochb Tenno. OHa megneHHo BblAoxHyAa. OHA BbIKMBET, U BCE PaBHO,
KaK OHa gobbeTca aToro.

«Ecnu T BpaTa cyliecTtBytoT, s Nporay Yyepes HMx nepsas. MHe Hy»KeH TobKo [Keb.

N KTO 3HAeT, MOXKeT ObiTb, Mbl CMOXXeM HeMHoro 6o0/blie NoBeceNnTbCA B 3TOM CTPaHHOM
mupe».

OHa nocmoTpena Ha Hero CHM3y BBEPX.

«Tbl — MOIY.
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I'maBa 10

[xeb notepan 4yBCTBO BPEMEHMU, U OH Obla CbIT OXMaaHMem no ropao. OH NOAHANCA TUXO,
4yTOb6bI HEe Pa3byanTb OCTaNbHbIX. JTarepb HaKpbIA TULWMHA, U3 Neca He JOHOCUIOCh HU 3BYKa. [ake
He 6blN10 CAbILWHO KPUKA IeCHOM NTULbI. [OCNOACTBOBANO MPAKTUYECKM HEHATYpPaibHOE CNOKOMCTBME.

BHe3anHO OH NO4YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO PAAOM C HMM KTO-TO CTOUT. OH 0bepHyncA. 3To 6bina Katu,
KOTOpasA KaK TeHb NMOABUAACL C HUM pAZOM. Ee pbikue Bonocbl Bblan pacTpenaHbl, HO B OCTa/IbHOM
OHa BbIrnAa4ena TakK, Kak byATo u He cnasa BoBCe.

— YepT, — npowmnen oH. — Tbl Hanyraaa MeHa 40 CMEPTU.

— W3BMHKW, — npowenTana oHa M Haayna rybbl. — fl TONbKO XOTesa Nomoyb Tebe, ecan Tl
cobpasca 3abpaTbca Ha AepeBo.

— C 3TMM Tbl HE MOXKeLlb MHE NOMOYb.

— Ho s mory nogep»atb paken, n NoAHATbLCA BMecTe C TOOOM Ha HUXKHIOW 4acTb AepeBa,
4yTOb6bI OCBETUTbL TEGE OCTATOK NYTH.

3T0 BEpOATHO Oblna XxopoLuas naes.

Katn nogowna 6amnxke. Ee y3kne pykuM MArKo Nernv Ha ero naeyn. Tam, rae oHa NPUKOCHYach K
HeMy, Hayaso pacnpocTpaHATbcA Tenno. OHa caenana ewe oAMH war K [xeby, NnoKa OH He
noyyscTBOoBas 6OKOM ee maArkoe Teno. Ee Ta3 npuxkunmanca kK ero 6eapy. Emy ctano »kapko. 310 6b110
npuaTHO. Ho BCE paBHO 3TO He BbIN1I0 HYM NOAXOAALLMM MECTOM, HY NPaBUbHbIM BPEMEHEM A/1A Yero-
TO Takoro. [ykeb caenan war Hasag.

— Xopouwo. Cnacnbo, 4TO Xo4eLlb MHE MOMOYb.

OHa 060/1bCTUTENBHO YAbIGHYNAC.

— fl OXOTHO NoMorato, rae Mory. Bo Bcex OTHOLWEHUSAX.

«YT10 6bI 370 3HaUNNO? OHA KNEUTCA KO MHE?»

HeT, oH He ponkeH owunbatbcA. KaTn, BEPOATHO, AENCTBUTENBHO XOTENa TONbKO NomMoyb. U
Aaxe C 3TUM CTpaHHbIM B3rnagom. CNIOBHO OHa MbiTanacb 3ariAHyTb eMy Braybb rnas. Ee pyka Bce
ele neXana Ha ero nneye, CKoib3a BBepx No wee. [yb6bl Katn Gbinn cnerka npuoTKpbIThl. OHM
cobnasHuTenbHo b6nectenn B cBeTe OrHA. [leBylWKa C/Aerka HaK/AOHMAQ TFO/IOBY M MPUCTa/IbHO
NMOCMOTpPE/Ia Ha HEro U3-NoJ, ONYLLEHHbIX BEK.

3Tu rnasa...

[>keb nokayan ronosoi. OH oTopBasacA oT K3Tn, NOAOLWEN K OFHIO U BbITAWMWA OTTYAA FOPALLYHO
BETKY.

— [epu ee 3a caMblil HU3, — TUXO CKa3an OH. — Toraa Tbl He 060XKKeLlbcA.

— Al HUKoraa He o6Kuratocb, — NpoLLenTana oHa e4Ba CAbIWHO.

OHu cToanun 60K 0 6OK Nepea, Mory4ymm CTBOIOM AepeBa. [xKeb cxBaTUACA 332 HUMKHIOK BETKY U
noaTAHyncA BBepx. Korga oH Hawen onopy, TO nokasan Katu, ytobbl Ta nepepana emy ¢aken u
nocnenosana 3a HUM. KaTu N1aBHO CKO/Ib3HY/1a HaBepX.

— Xopowo, — cKasan oH. — Tenepsb A 3abepycb ganble. Tbl NOcAeAyeLlb 32 MHOM M OCBETULLb
MHe nyTb.

OHa KOPOTKO KMBHYa.

Bce npoxoauno nyywe, yem oH Hageanca. Korga oH Hawen HaZexHyk onopy Ha 6onblen
BblCOTe, OH nogan KaTu 3HaK cnepoBaTb 33 HUM. TaK OHM MOAHAAUCL HA BbICOTY MOJIOBUHDI
OFPOMHOrO CTBOJIA, 3aTeM A/1A K3Tu cTano onacHo 3abupatbca Bbie TONbKO C 0AHOM cBOBoAHOWM
pYyKon.

— OcrTaBavica 3aecb 1 aepxu Gpaken BbiICOKO, — npowenTan ein [xeb.

— KoHeuHo.

3necb, HaBepxy, KPOHA He TaKaa M/0THaA Kak Hag 3emnen. Ha camom gene, Ha Hebe 6blno
mano obnakoB. B3ow~na nyHa. Ee cnabbiii cBeT NnpobuBanca Yyepes BETKU, B COYETAHUM CO CBETOM OT
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¢dakena BHM3y [xkeb Mmor BOCMPMHMUMATL BETKU KaK TemHble y30pbl. OH OCTOPOXKHO MOAHMMANcA
HaBepx. Yepes HECKOJIbKO METPOB OH CMOT OTOABWHYTb OAHY M3 BETOK B CTOPOHY WM B3IAHYTb HA
Hebo.

Tam! HakoHeL, OH OT4eTINBO yBMAEN ee. 3Be34a CBEpPKana Ha YepHO-CMHeM HebocBoge, Tam,
roe CHOBAa M CHOBA MOABMANNCL OTAE/bHble pBaHble 06/1aKa, OHA Oblna NOXOXA HA MUrAKOLLMIA CBET.
OH ocHOBaTEeNbHO OCMOTPENCA BOKPYF, HO HanpaBieHne Heba 6bl10 TPYAHO PAaCcCCMOTPETb.

CHu3y pasgancsa Xxpunablit ronoc Katu.

— Tbl YTO-HNOYAb BUAULLIL?

— [la, — npowenTan oH BHM3. Purypa Katn Gbina easa BMAHA Mexay BeTBAMM, HO daKken
YKa3sblBa/ Ha ee pacnonoxeHue. — 3se3ga 3aecb. Kak u HanucaHo B nocnaHum.

— OTKyAa Tbl 3Haelb, YTO OHa Ta camanA?

— 370 eAMHCTBEHHaA 3Be3aa Ha Hebe, — BHE3aMHO ero Hakpblia 6eckoHeyHas neyanb. OHU
notepanncob. Passe Tak M 6OblI0O HanMCaHO B NOCAAHUM? ITO AeUCTBUTENbHO b6blio Tak. Bcé
noatesepganocb. OH pewunTenbHO OTOABMHYN BCe HeraTMBHbIE MbICAM B CTOPOHY WM Hayan
cnyckatbca. Korga oH gobpanca go Katu, ctoAwen Ha NoNOBMHE NyTU, TO 3aMETUN ee Cepbe3HbIn
B3rnaa.

— Tbl 6bIn1 NpaB HacyeT 3Be3abl. TaK YTO BCe OCTa/bHOE, BEPOATHO, TOXe npasga. A yxe u
paHble Bepwuna Tebe, HO BCe pPaBHO ANA MeHA Bblno Obl Nydwe, ecnm Gbl Tbl He yBUAEN 3BE3AY.
Tenepb Mbl, N0 KpalHeW mepe, 3HaeM, 3a4eM Mbl 34ECb, U YTO Mbl MOXKeM cbexkaTb. i HEHaBUKY 3TK
OXYHIAN.

— Tbl 0O4eHb xpabpan, — TUXO CKa3an OH.

Katn ybpana pyky ¢ ¢akenom Hasaz. B 1o ke camoe Bpema oHa, banaHcupya, caenana war B
cTopoHy [xkeba. OHa BbITAHYNA NEBYIO PYKy BNepes, NpunoaHAB ero noabopoaok. MNpexxae yem oH
ycnen oTpearnpoBaTb, OHA HAK/JOHWAACh BNepes M nouenosana ero B rybbl. CHayana HeXxHo, 3aTem
HacTonumeeit. OH owyTun 3anax Boaoc Katn. OHM naxnu megom. Ee rybbl M A3bIK UTPaan C HUM.
3aTem OH BHEe3anmHO 0CO3Haj, 4YTO XoTena caenatb Katu, M OH Obll TaK CUABHO MNOTPACEH, YTO
NpPaKTUYEeCKU NOTEPAN paBHOBECHKE.

— YT0 Tbl AeNlaewb? — CNPOCKU/T OH HEMOHMMAIOLLE.

—CMOTpM Ha 3TO, KaK Ha Harpaay 3a TBoe MY*KecCTBO 3abpaTbca Ha AepeBo. M 3a Bce OCTanbHOE,
yTO Tbl A5 HAC Aenaelb.

KsTM HWM Ha MrHOBeHMe He OTBOAMNA OT HEro rnas, oHa CMOTPesia Ha Hero Kak Ha LeHHoe
HaceKomoe, KOTOpOe OHa Kak pa3 noimasia u NPUKONO0NA UFOIKOM K CTBOAY AepeBa. B Hem byliesanu
rHeB un BO36yKaeHue. OH npeano4vyén 6bl YETKO BbICKA3aTb €l CBOE MHEHWe 0 eé HenogobatoLen
nonbITKe 060/1bCTUTL €ro, HO TEM HE MEHee, Kenan LenoBatb ee ganblue. Ee rybol 6b1nm markumu. U
TENNbIMMU.

3aTem OH yC/blWan WOpPOX U NOCMOTPESN BHU3.

Y nogHOXUA aepesa, 3aKMHYB BBEpPX ronosy, ctoana [JxeHHa.

OHa BCE Bnaena.

[>xeb nepBbIMm cnyctuaca BHU3. Bckope nocne storo Katu cnpbirHyana pAgomMm ¢ HUM Ha 3eMAto.
OHa HM cnoBa He cKaslana [yKeHHe, NWb BbICOKOMEPHO yablbHynacb, 6pocnna dbaken Hasag, B OroHb
W 3aMo/13na B CBOM CNasibHbI MeLWOoK. [IXKeHHa NocMoTpesa e BC/ied AaXKe HE MOPIrHYB [/1a30M.

— Tbl He MoXKelb YcHYTb? — cnpocun [xxeb. Ero rybol Bce ele ropenun nocne nouenysa Katm, u
OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3anblaasn ero wekn. BHyTpeHHe oH npokanHan Katu.

— Tbl BUAen ee? — cnpocuna AxeHHa. OHa caenana Bug, 6yaTo HUYEro He CNyYMIoch.

- Da,- otBeTun [xeb.

- W Tbl yBEpEH, 4TO 3Ta 3Be34a Ta camanA?

- 9TO egMHCTBEHHAA 3Be34a Ha Hebe.
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— EanHcTBeHHaA? KaKk Takoe moxeT bbiTb? MNoyemy Ha Hebe HeT Apyrux 3Besq, Kak 0bbl4HO?
Bce 3Be3/4bl... 9TO 3HAUYMT, YTO TOrAa BOSMOMKHO BEPHO BCE, YTO HAMMCAHO B MOCNAHUN?

— B0o3MOKHO, BCE e Bce byaeT xopolo, — ciabo npousHec [Keb.

- [)keb, xopowo He byaeT, 34ecb YTO-TO MAET COBCEM He TaK. Mbl 3aCTpAnun 34ecb, He umes
MOHATMA, KTO Mbl €CTb. Mbl A0/IKHbI 6OPOTHLCA APYr NPOTUB A4PYra 3a CBOM KM3HM! U Ha Hac K Tomy e
oxoTtarcal - Tak He AO/MKHO ObiTb! - cKasana [)KeHHa W TO, Kak OHa Bblparkanacb, NOKa3anocb
CTPaHHbIM. BcxnunbiBan, oHa npucena Ha 3emnto, U [Keb cen pagom ¢ Hel, monya obHAB eé 3a
nneyn. [IxeHHa npowenTana:

- Pa3Be Tbl He NOHUMaeLb, [Keb? 34ecb YTO-TO He TaK, TAKOro NPOCTO HE MOMKEeT ObITb.

Oxeb 6bin yamsneH eé BcnblwKoi. OH He npeactaBasn cebe eé Takon. Mapu — Aa, HO He
[)KeHHy, Ka3asLyocA Takon cobpaHHOM.

— [KeHHa, nocMoTpu Ha MeHA. Mbl byaem aepkatbca BMecTe. [la, BePOATHO, 3TO BbIrNAAUT He
TaK XOPOLLO, W 3TO /yylle, TaK KaK Mbl TOTOBMM HacC K XyALleMy, YeM eCcTb yKe celyac.

[XeHHa rpomKo crnotHyna. OHa nogHANa B3rna4 U NoCMOTpena emy B rnasa.

- Al Tebe posepsto, [xkeb, Mbl byaem aepKaTbca BMecTe.

- Mbl oTnpaBnsemcs Ha pacceerTe.

- Toraa Tbl TOXKe A0MKEH HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTh.

OH KnBHYAN.

- Tol TOXe. A gymalr, Ham He HyXHa CMeHa Kapayna, AO0CTAaTOYHO CroKoiHo. OcTanbHble
AOJ/IKHbI Ny4ylle nocnathb.

[)XeHHa noAoLwNa K CBOEMY CNasibHOMY MELLKY, 3aBEpPHYNaCb B HEr0 U NOBEPHY/1ACh K OrHIO.

Ho Oxxe6 He cnan. OH Bce ewe owyuwan nouenyi Katm Ha cBoux rybax, gyman, 4yBCTBOBan
Mef0BbIM 3anax ee Bosioc. OH CHOBa M CHOBa Ayman v o [)KeHHe ToXe, 0 ee BCnbllwKe YyyBcTB. OHa
AO/MKHO ObITb 3HAET, YTO eAMHCTBEHHAn 3Be34a Ha Hebe YTO-To O3Ha4aeT. YTo 34ecChb YTO-TO He Tak.
Ho KaTn cHoBa nNpoTucHynach B ero mbicaun. C Kaxkaol MUHYTOM, KOTOPOM OH HE MOT 3aCHYTb, POC ero
FHEB Ha PbI)KEBONOCYHO AEBYLUKY.

MpoKNATbe, OHU HE A0MKHbI BblAK LenoBaTbCA.

N OH He foKeH 6bla HacnaXK4aTbCA STUM MOLLeyeM.

C 3TMMM MbICIAAMM OH 3aCHYA U He BUAEN, KaK JTeoH moaya BCTan.

JleoH He cmor oTcneanTb TO, YTO NPOU30LWNO0 Ha aepeBe. OH cnan, Ho peakunn Katn u [XKeHHbI
B3BOJIHOBaNN ero. To, Kak npoctoduna [Oxkeb ctoan mexay ABYMA AeBYLWKAMW, 03HAYaN0: YTO-TO
CNYy4Ynnochb.

3aTem OH noacnywan HanpaxeHHyto beceay mexay AxxeHHon n xxebom. 3Ta yepToBa 3Be3aa
cywectsoBasa. OH He xoTen AymaTb 06 3TOM, HO YTO 3TO MeHANo? MnsHb — 6opbba. OH 3Han, YTo
Tak OblN0 BCerga, MEHANNCh TONIbKO MeCTa M MPOTUBHUKW.

OH TopXKecTBytoLe yCMeXancs.

MpoKnATbe, OH BbIXKMBET. Y Hero 6bl1 eAMHCTBEHHbIA HOX B rpynne u oH He oTgan 6bl ero.
[ONXKHbI K€ OHM NOHATb, KaK CNPaBUTLCA CamMOoCToATENbHO. OH MOCMOTpPEN Ha CRALLUIN KPYT.

A1 mor 6bl NPobUTbCA Cam, HO BCE-TAKM OHM MHE HYKHbl. KTO 3HaeT, 4To C HaMKu CAy4nuTCA, WU,
BO3MOXHO, KOro-TO NPUAETCS MOMKEPTBOBATb OXOTHMKAM, 4TOObl AOCTUIHYTb BpaT. Bbl 3aecb ans
aToro.

JleoH aBuranca B TEeMHOTE KaK KOLIKA. Y Hero 6bin HOX, HO AN1A BbIXKMBAHUSA €MY TaK¥Ke HyXKeH
oroHb. O6oKkpacTtb [xeba oH He pewnncs, Ho ¢ Mapu He AOMKHO OblNO BO3HMKHYTb Npobnaem. Kak
TEHb OH CKO/Ib3HY/N K HEW, NoATAHYN K cebe ee prok3ak. O4HAKO BHE3anHO MOYyBCTBOBA/A YTO-TO
cnuHon. OH mea/IeHHO NOBEPHY/ FO/1I0BY.

Mwuwa.
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OH nexkan ¢ OTKPbITbIMK FN3a3aMK B CNa/IbHOM MeELLKe U NPUCTa/IbHO CMOTPen Ha Hero. JleoH
e4Ba CMOT COXPaHUTb ML, HO Bbln yBEpeH, YTo MuLla [oraabiBancsa, YTo OH NAAHUPOBAN CAEeNaTb.
OH Mea/IeHHO OMNyCTUA PIOK3aK M3apu 1M NoCcTaBuA ero pAAOM CO CNALLEN AEeBOYKOMN.

3aTemM OH beclyMHO NOAHANCA W NPOKPANCA HAa3ag K CBOeMy HOYHOMY npuBany. Barnag Muwu
BCE eLle npecnenoBan ero, KOr4a oH 3anon3 BHYTPb W 3aKpbia rnasa.
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TuaH npocHynca nepsbiM. Cepbli YTPEHHUI CBET MepLLan MexXAy KpoHaMu aepeBbeB. B HouHoe
Bpema NMoAHANCSA XON04HbIN TYMaH M HaBUC Hag BAAXXHOM 3emnel. TMaH NOCMOTPEn Ha OroHb. OH
Aoropen v notyx. He 66110 CAbILHO AaXKe KpUKa NecHOM NTuubl. MTak, MM npuaeTcsa OTNPaBUTLCA B
nyTb Aake 6e3 BO3MOXKHOCTU COrpeTbCa.

OH BbITAHYN OHEMEBLUYIO PYKY W Habawogan, Kak gpyrne ycrano nogHMMaAncCb, NpoOBOAUAN
pyKamu no Bosocam u Tépau rnasa. [xxeb sbirnagen ytomaeHHoiMm. HeyaMBUTENbHO, OH e NOHOYM
npocnaen Ha BaxTe. KaTu, HANpoTMB, Kasanacb CBEXEW M MONHOW 3Hepruun. Ee pbikne BONOCHI
nafanyM Ha y3KuMe naedyn. YyBCTBEHHbIM ABUMKEHMEM OHA cobpana pyKamu BONOCbI M CHOBA
pacnyctuna nx. Co3gasanock BnevatieHme, CN0BHO K3Tn NpocTo He noaxoguia asTomy MecTy.

KaK HeKTO, KTO 3aX04MT Ha BEYEPUHKY U B 110601 MOMEHT ero 3abepyT.

Mapu, HaobopoT, 6blna ToNbKo 61eaHON TeHblo. Y TMaHa BO3HWMK/IO YYBCTBO, YTO Yepes Hee
MOXHO BWAETb HAaCKBO3b — TaK Maso OHa MPOABAANA CBOe npucytcTeme. Y Hee Hbino BesynpeyHoe
JIMLLO, YepHble BONOCbI M NOJIHbIe KpacHble rybbl. OHa npeKpacHa. Ho u3-3a ceoelt 6ae4HOCTU NoYTH
CINBaNacb C TYMaHOM.

[)XeHHa cToANa HEMHOro B cTopoHe ¢ MuLwel U TUXOHbKO 6onTana ¢ HMUM. JleoHa HUrae He
6b110 BUAHO.

BHe3anHo TuaHy NpuLWAO B ro/I0BY, YTO OH He 3HaeT, 0bHapyKun nu Oxeb Houbto 3Be3ay. OH
6bICTPO NogoWeEN K HEMY.

- U? Tbl eé Bnpen?

Kapue rnasa [eba 6binn 3aragoyHbl. OH no3Ban B Kpyr. M nmapHU, U AEBYWKW cpasy
npnbansnnmce. JIeoH xe NOABMACA U3 HUOTKyAa.

«YepT, - gyman TunaH.- 3TOT TN — 3Mel. TONbKO YTO ero He 6blI0 BUOAHO U TENEPb OH TaK
ObICTPO BbIHbIPHY, YTO CAPALUMBAETCA, HE MOXKET /I OH AeNaTbCA HEBUANMbBIMY.

YXMbINAACh, TaTYMPOBAHHbIM NapeHb 3aHAN CBOE MECTO B Kpyre.

- CeroaHAa Houbto 8 B3bMpanca Ha gepeBo. Katm mHe nomorana. 3se3ga 6bina Tam. - YeTko m
HeABYCMbICNEHHO.

- Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO 3TO O3HAYAET? - NPOACIKMA dxKeb.

KneHynu Bce, Kpome JleoHa. Ero ry6bl ApoxKanun B 3arafovyHoli yablbKe, Kak 6yaTo OH 3Han YTo-
TO, YTO OT APYrMnx HbI0 CKPLITO.

- Y10 Ham Tenepb Aenatb? - cnpocna Muwa.

Tenepb BCeM CTano ACHO, YTO NMpeablayWmm Bevyepom [Keb cKaszan um npasay. «arke ecnu
3Ta NepemeHa nNpou3oLlna A0BObHO BbICTPpO», — Ayman TuaH. «OHW He Moriv 0bMaHbIBaTb CaMu
cebsa». Yto-TO 3pecb 6biNnO coBeplweHHO HenpaBuabHbIM. Cnosa [Ikeba Kasanucb ANA HUX
€4MHCTBEHHOW HAaAEXA0M, KOTOPas Y HUX OCTaBanacb. Y HUX NOYTU HMUYEro He BblIo, OHW 3HANM YyTb
H6onblle YeM TOJIbKO CBOM MMEHA, M OHU A0/IKHbI NPOBUTLCA Yepe3 HE3HAKOMYHO MECTHOCTb. 3a HUMM
OXOTU/IUCL, UX NpeciefoBanu. M Bcerga oanH U3 HUX OCTAHETCA NO3aaMm.

«bygy v A Tem cambim?»

[pyrve napHu BbIrNA4eNN CUAbHEE, YEM OH, HAaTPEHMPOBAHHbIE, C 60bWIMMK MycKyamn. OH
NbITaNICA BCMOMHWUTb BpemMa A0 3Ton 6e3BbIXO4HOM CUMTyauuu, HO emy He yaaBanocb. OgHaKo, OH
WHCTUHKTMBHO YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO HUKOrAa HE WUCMbITbIBAN TAaKMX MPUKAIOYEHUN B SUKOM MECTHOCTW.
[arke neByLWKN NPON3BOANAN Ha Hero Bonee HageKHoe BneyaTaeHne, Bce, Kpome Mapu.

[a, Mapu, ckopee Bcero, 6bina KepTeoi. OHa efBa M NPUCYTCTBOBAsA 34eCb AYXOBHO U He
paccenBana BOKPYr saHepruto. BepoAaTHo, oHa Bckope ynaaet 6e3 cun, ecin oHU BblABUHYTCA B NYTb.

«Momory nun s enn...?»

Ero mbicam 6binn npepBaHbl Jxebom.
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— 3Be34a cBeTM/a B TOM HanpasAeHUu, rae ConHue HaxoAuaocb BYyepa B 3eHUTe. Ham HyXKHO
natn Tyaa. BepoatHo, ee moxKHO BypeT yBuAaeTb Aaxe AHEeM, OHa 6blna A0BOIbHO ApKon. OaHaKo,
3TO 3HAYMUT, YTO HaM CHOBA HYXHO BbIATU U3 Ieca HapyKy. Yepes nec mbl byaem NpoasmraTbCs O4eHb
MeLNEHHO U He YyBUAUM Heba.

- Tbl xo4ewb ONATb BEPHYTbCA Ha paBHUHY? - cnpocuna [xeHHa. - Tbl 3HaeWwb, YTO Hac Tam
noacreperaet. 3TU... TBapu, KoTopble Hanmann Ha Mwuwy. - OHa noBepHynacb K ApyrMm u TuaH
nopasun/ica ee yBePEeHHOCTW. - [ykeb aymaeT, YTO HaWK CTPaxXM NPUHMMAIOT GOPMY M OXOTATCA Ha Hac.
Bcerga, Koraa oHu o4eHb 61M3KO K HaM NOAXOAAT, Mbl CAbILLMM UX MPOH3UTENbHbIE KPUKW.

- Hawwn ctpaxm? Al He xo4y HMYEero ckasaTb, HO 3TO 3BYYMT BECbMa ryno. 3HAeTe, YTo A Aymato?
Y Bcex Bac nx 6osbLue HeT. - JIeoH A3BUTENIbHO 3acMeAnca.

[)KeHHa He No3BOAMNA eMy CMYTUTb cebs.

— Yero 6bl He 6osnca Mulua, OH BCTPETUA ero BYepa Ha paBHUHe 6e3 0cobbIX TPYAHOCTEN.

KaTn mexay Tem HacTansana:

— Bbl Bce 6e3)KanoctHo 6e34apHbl. Bbl COBCEM HUYEro He CMOrAM 3aNOMHUTL? B nocnaHum
6b1N10 HanMcaHo: «bonTech BalMx CTPaAxoB». AICHO e, OHM eCTb Y KaXKAo0ro, HO 3TO, KOHEYHO, BOMNPOC
KOHTPOAA. MK Bbl BEPUTE, YTO BALLM CTPAXM BbIMPLITHYT KaK MOHCTP HOYbIO M3 CMa/IbHOTO MeLUKa U
HanaayT Ha Bac. flocnogu, 6yabTe B3pOCaAbIMU.

— fl o4yeHb Xopowo caywana, — B3Ana cnoBo Mapu U HemegNeHHO NepexBaTUAa 3/10M B3rNALg,
Katn. — Tam 6b110 npogomkeHune: «KTo npeogoneeTt CBOM CTpaxmn, OCTaHETCA No3aan».

— [a, ToyHO, — Tenepb TWAH TOXE XOTEN YeM-TO NOCOAENCTBOBATb. — BO3MOXHO KaKoOMn-TO
BuA4 Byay, UTO-TO marmyeckoe, Bbl 3HaeTE, KaK B TEX CyMaclleLnX...

— TunaH, onoMHKUCb, — Ana Muwu 3To H6bI10 CAMWKOM. — Y HAc eCcTb TONbKO ABa BapuaHTa: fec
WNKn CTenb.

— lMoxunpatenn gyw, — BHe3anHo npowentana Mapu. — He 3Hato, noyemy A BCNOMHMUAA 3TO
C/10BO, HO OHO NOAXOAMUT K HUM. OHM XOTAT HE TONbKO HaLlM CTPAXM, OHU XOTAT NONYYUTb BCE.

Kak 3ameTtun TuaH, e AUHCTBEHHBIM LLYMOM B TOT MOMEHT ObiNiv 3BYKM eca.

[xxeb KMBHYN, KpenKko cxKas rybbl, HO He caasancs.

— Y Hac HeT HMKaKoro Bblbopa. B necy mbl To/IbKO He3HaaeKHO 3abayammces.

- OH npas, - Bmewanca Muwa.- Kpome TOro, Ham NOBE3N0 U CONHUE CBETUT, 3HAYMT, OHWU
O0/1KHbI OCTaBUTb HAC B MOKoe.

- UT1aKk? - cnpocun [xeb B Kpyre. - KTo nonaraet, YTo Mbl A0/3KHbI TaK NOCTYMNUTbL?

Bce noaHsanum pykn. Kpome J/leoHa. OH HEBO3MYTMMO CTOAN U CMOTPEN Ha [keba.

- Y10 c TO6OW?

JleoH noxan nneyamu.

- NMoka a nongy ¢ Bamu. A xouy yBugeTb 3se3ay. [losKHa e oHa Tam BbiTb Ha camom aene, u
NPUMY peLleHne, OCTaHyCb /M A C BAMW AW MNPOA0NNKY CBOM NYyTb OAMH.

- B rpynne 6e3onacHee, - nonbiTanca [xkeb ero ybeantb, HO TMaH NOAO3pEBa, YTO 3TO HUYETO
He npuHeceT. Ha /leoHa He noBauAeLb.

- Tebe HpaBUTCA BUAETb CUTyaUMIO TaK. Al e Aymato no-apyromy.

- N KaK?

— B rpynne Kaxaplil ABMraeTcs Kak camblil MeASIEHHbIN YY4ACTHUK, — OH MHOI03HAYUTENIbHO
nocmoTpen Ha Mapu, KOTopas gaxe He NoHANA 3Toro. — B oAMHOUKY A b6bicTpee. He fO/IXKEH HM Ha
KOro OrfaAbliBaTbCA M MOTY Cpasy e NPUHUMATb pellenuns, He obroBapmeas ux ¢ gpyrumn. N ecam 6ol
Bbl Obl/1M YECTHLIMM C COOOI, TOrAa Obl Bbl 3HAAN, YTO 3TO MMEHHO TaK U HUKAK MHaye.

«3acpaHeu», — nogyman TuaH. «A 4yTO HacyeT ApYrKObl, TOBapwULLECTBA, YYBCTB, He ObITb
OAMHOYKOM M nogaep»KMBaTb Apyr Apyra?»

- OKen, - ckasan [xeb. - A aTo npuHUMato. Jait Ham OTBET, EC/AN Tbl PELUMLLLCSA.
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- KoHeuHo.

Cnosa JleoHa 3actaBumaun rpynny 3agymartbca. [loutn Bce cmoTpenn B 3emat0. Pasmbliwnan au
elle KTo-HuMbyab Hag Tem, yTobbl CTaTb OAMHOYHbIM Boluom? HacTynmuio Bpems, Korga Komy-To
HYKHO Obl/10 HAPYLINTb TULLMHY.

— WTaK, Hapod, — rPOMKO cKasan TuaH. — KTo Xo4yeT NoHecTM MOW prok3ak? He Tonnutecs,
noxanymcra, He TonnuTecb. Ecnm 6yaet 6onblue 04HOro KenatwlLero, CTaHeM TAHYTb Kpebui.

OcTanbHble Hayaan HepelinTeNbHO CMesTbcA, Aaxke JleoH. Bblno 3aMeTHO, KaK HanpaxeHue
cHoBa ucyeszano. OH xoTen BblOpATbCs OTCHOAA WM HAKOHEL, OTNPaBUTbCA B MyTb. TWAH AOBOJIbHO
NnepeKknHyN PIoK3aK Yepes naevo. 3atem nogollen K xeby u noxsonan ero no cnuHe. Ytobol gpyrue
€ro He YCAbllanum, OH TUXO NpoLuenTan:

— [JaBalt otnpaBnaTbea. Celyac y HUX XOpollee HaCTPOEHME, KTO 3HAET, YTO CAY4YMTCH Yepes
NATb MUHYT.

TuaH npowen mumo [xkeba M BCTYNUA Ha NPOTONTAHHYIO TPOMY, MO KOTOPOM OHWM BYEpa LUK
yepes nec. OH 0bepHynca K ocTanbHbIM. [xkeb 6narogapHo ynblbHyACs emy.

— ManbunKn n geBoYKkMu, NPEACTOUT ANANHHbIN NYyTb.
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Korga oHW AoCTUIAM paBHUHbI, COMHLE Y¥XKe Mblano Kapom ¢ 6e3obavyHoro Heba. bnaroaaps
CBETY AHA OHW He J0/XKHbI 6blin 6ecnoKonTbCA, eCTb I TaM OXOTHUKM.

[)KeHHa nogHANa rosoBy, 3aXKMypuaachk Ha CONHLE M 3a4a/1acb BONPOCOM, He ny4ywe aun 6bino
TONaTb Yepes fec. 34echb yXKe cenyac — yTPom — Kapa bblna HeBbIHOCMMON. FopAauMin BeTep Ayn Hag
H6eCKOHEeYHbIM TPABAHWUCTbIM NAHAWAGTOM W BbiCyWIMBAN MOCNEeAHWE BNAXKHbIE MeCTa, KoTopble
OCTaBWUA A0XAb.

K cyactbio, B /lecy OHW HaLWAN HECKOJIbKO TFyOOKUX Ny, U3 KOTOPbIX KOPUYHEBOW BOAOM
HanonHuAn ceou OyTbinkn. BpobaBok 6o0nblwiMe AUCTbA MANOPOTHUKA COXPAHUAM  ANA  HUX
CKOMMBLUYIOCA HOYbIO BAary. Ho BCé ke [)KeHHa 3Hana, YTO 3TOM BOAbI MM XBATUT, NOXKANYN, HA OAWNH
AeHb.J1IeoH octanca B rpynne. [locne TOro Kak OHM BMeCTe MOKMHY/AW Nec, gpyrne ToXKe BhnepBble
yBUAENN ee: YeTKO BMAMMAA CrnpaBa OT COMHUA 3Be34a Ha Hebe, KOTOpasa B OTAMYME OT COMHLA
CBEpPKana CMHUM L,BeTOM. MOKa OHM HECKONIbKO YacoB LW 3a Hel, ee No3nuUMA He MeHANach, a bbina
3adMKcupoBaHa Ha Hebocsoae.

Bnepeau wen Oxeb, 32 HUM cnepoBana oCTanbHaA rpynna, Tonbko Mapwu cnerka otctaBana u
cemMeHuNa No3aan BCeX.

OHa yKe ABaXKAbl OTAblXana, Cbesa NONOBUHY CBOMX 3aMacoB M MOYTU M3pacxoAoBana BCHO
csoto Bogy. Mot cberan no ee nnuy. TeHb U BoAa, NOXKEPTBOBAHHbIE /IECOM, N1€¥KaNN AA/IEKO NO3aam
N BHe JocsAraeMocTu. Bokpyr HMX 6blna TONBbKO WMPOKAA NYCTbIHHAA CTenNb.

MoKa OHW WM monya, [)KeHHa pa3mbllWNAaa Hag, TeM, YTO OHa BMAENa HOYbH. MM KaK OHa
cYyMTana, BUAENa, Tak Kak NONHOCTbIO He Oblla B 3TOM yBEpeHa.

Oxxeb yenosan Katn. [lonro n uckpeHHe. TaKk 3TO BbIrNALEN0, KOTAa OHa CMOTpPesia Ha BepxHue
BeTBU. Man 310 6b1710 MANto3mein? OHKU CTOSNM BNAOTHYHO M TUXO FOBOPUAM APYF C APYFOM, YTOObI He
pa3byauTb OCTa/IbHbIX.

[)XeHHa nbiTanacb BbITECHUTb BOCMOMUHAHUE, HO el 3TO He yaaBanocb. OHa NpPoOKpy4yMBana B
ronose Kak [»xeb uenosan Katn, 1 aTa cueHa Kasanacb COBEPLLUEHHO HACTOALLEN.

310 6bI10 60NbHO — BUAETb UX. [KeHHa nonarana, 4yto 4vyscTByeT — [Keb el HpaBuTCA, 4YTO
MeXAY HUMK CyLLecTBYeT CBA3b. HOo OTKyZa A0/1KHA 3Ta CBA3b NOABUTLCA, BeAb OHa eABa 3HAEeT ero.
KaTn ke, HanpoTms, B Aopore oHa He pgosepsana. OHa Oblna 3a3HaBLIENCA, NpPeKpacHou u
BbICOKOMEPHOM. K3TK Xo4eT ToNIbKO BOCNO/1b30BaTbCA AKebom, No MeHblLLe Mepe, Tak Nnoao3peBana
[eHHa. PbixkeBonocaa noMmana ero B NOBYLIKY, NOTOMY 4YTO OHa HaAeeTcAa MoJy4yuTb OT Hero
BbIFrOAY, HO Korga AOoMAeT A0 COOBCTBEHHOro BbIKMBAHWA, OHA He pPasAyMmbiBas MPUHeceT ero B
XepTsy.

Tem He meHee. OHU LLeN0BaNUCh.

OHa morna cebs ewe cTo pas ybexx[aTb, YTO 3TO HUYETO HE A0NKHO 3HAUYNUTD.

M Bce-Taku, 3Ta MbIC/Ib HAHOCK/IA MO Hel yaap, KOTOPbIA OHa HEe MOrna 06 BACHUT.

Muwa npucoeanHunca K TwuaHy. A3maT, Kasanocb, 6bln B MNPOTMBOMONOXHOCTb €emy
}apoyctomums. Jinuo TwuaHa oOCTaBasoCb CyXMM M NPOM3BOAMAO BMNeYaTAeHWe MNpPaKTUYeCKM
paccnabneHHoro.

— Tbl, KaXKeTcA, He 6ecnokoumLwbCA, — 3arosopun Muwwa u npucnocobunaca K ero Temny.

— Mo npaBge cKkasaTb, A eLle He 3HaK, KaK A0MKEH AyMaTb 060 BCeX 3TUX BELLAX.

— B Takom cnyyae, Bepullb K Tbl B UCTOPUIO C LLECTBID MUPAMKU U BpaTammu? U 4TO B KaxKaom
MUpe OAMH M3 HAC AOJIKEH OCTaTbCA?

— Hy faa, HaBepHOe, HO B AaHHbIA MOMEHT BCE 3TO elle o4YeHb Aaneko. Ceiyac 3TO KaxKeTcs
TaKMM HepeasnbHbiM. [pongeT elle CEMbAECAT [ABa Yaca Npexae, Yem 3TO AEUCTBUTENIbHO CTaHeT
OMacHbIM.

Muwwa yaMBAEHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha HEero.
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— MeHblue, HECKO/IbKO 4YacoB Bedb YyxKe npownun. Ho Tbl e He umeellb B BUAY, YTO HYMKHO
6bITb rOTOBbIM KO BCEMY?

TnaH nogmurHyn emy.

— KTo0 Tebe cKa3as, UTo A He roToB?

— KaK Tbl MmoxKelWb BoOOLE ObITb K TAKOMY NOAroToB/AEHHbIM? [paBaa, A He NOHUMato Teba: ¢
OAHOW CTOPOHbI Tbl BbIMAANLLL Kak MedTaTesib, C APYroi, Yy MEHS TaKoe YyBCTBO, YTO Tbl YXKe MHOIo
yero nepexku.

— fl He mory BCMOMHUTb 3TOrO.

Mwuwa 3acmenncs.

- Mpaspaa.

HekoTopoe BpemA OHW MoNYa WAK pAgoMm, 3aTem TnaH ckasan:

— Tbl MOKeLWb BCMOMHUTb XOTb YTO-HMOYAb?

Mwuwa Konebanca.

— W pa, v HeT. Tak, B MOel ro/ioBe NPOHOCATCA KapTUHKM.

— KaKkne KapTUHKN?

— MalwnHbI, YepHbIe INMY3UHbI, APKUE BCMbIWKM, Mbl/1b U TYMaH, Xaoc. 3aTeM HUYEro, — CHOBA
naysa. — MIHOrga MHe KaXeTcs, YTO 5 Y3HA0 /L0, KOTOPOE CKAOHAETCA HaZ0 MHOM W HawenTbiBaeT
MHE YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE. 3TO MYX4YMHA, NO KPalHeN Mepe, A TaK AyMalo, HO A HE MOTYy PacCMOTPETb
ero nmuo. OH NOBTOPAET CHOBA M CHOBA OAHM M Te »Ke C/I0Ba, HO A HE MOTY MX pacCcablwaTb, YTO-TO
CNYYUNOCh C MOMMM YLLAMMU.

— Ho Tenepb-To Tbl MOXeLWb CAblWaTb, — CKasan TuaH. — TaK 4To, BEPOATHO, 3TO Obla TOAbKO
COH.

— Hapgetocb. Mpu 3TOom BCe Takoe peasnbHOe M BCe e pacnbiBdyaToe. — OH rPOMKO B340XHYA. —
A yTO BCMOMWHaeTcA Tebe?

— Tak, Ha camoM gene, HUYero, TONbKO TYMaH. M 3aTem oTAeNbHble KapTUHKM.

Mwwa caenan 3Hak, 4Tobbl OH NPOAOMKAN.

— OnpegeneHHo, 3TO 3BYYMT COBCEM [/YyNO, HO A BUXKY ropod. OH MHEe Yy»KOoM, U BCE Xe
abCo/OTHO 3HAKOMBIN.

— Y ropoga ectb Ha3BaHue?

— Be3 noHaTUA. Al Bceraa BMXKY TO/IbKO pPasBa/iMHbI, OFTPOMHbIE BpaTa C BCaAHWUKAaMU Ha Kpbllle.
BbICOKYIO KOJIOHHY, Ha KOTOPOM CTOUT 30/10TOM aHres. CTapble 34aHnA pAgoM C BbICOTKaMM U3 CTEKAA.
MOKNHYTbIE WaxTbl NOJA 3eMJIEN, U Be3de CTOAT yKa3aTe/iM Ha MMeHa U mecTa. Ho A He mory umx
npoynTaTtb. Tam LL@pUT BeYHbIN CHeronag, BeyHas 3uma. Cepble KaMeHHbIe CTEeHbl Pa3pylUeHbl, BCE
Cropesio 1 ocTaancb oaHn 0610MKKN. Hebo cBUHLLOBO-cepoe. M TaKue Ke cepble CHEXUHKK, KOTopble
NaZatoT Ha 3eM/II0 M NOKPbLIBAKOT BCE BOKPYr. XonogHo. MHe X0N0A4AHO, HO A 3HAK, YTO He AOJIKEH
ocTaHaBnuMBaTbcs. [MoBcloay noacteperaeT Bpar. OH OXOTUTCA Ha MeHA. becnpepbiBHO. Y MeHs TONbKO
OAMH LUAHC, A AOMXKEH A0CTMYb 30/10TOF0O aHrela, KOTopbI BO3BbllwaeTca B Hebe. Tam A Hangy NOKow,
TaM eCTb CNnaceHue.

— DTO A0BONbHO KOHKPETHblE BMeYaTaeHmA. — Muwwa B3rnaHyA Ha Hero. — Tbl Noaaraewsb, 3T0
TBOA pOAMHA?

TunaH 3HepPrMyHo NoKavana rosIoBow.

— HeT, HO MHe 6bl1/10 XOPOLLO Tam, MHOFO pPa3, U BCE e, BCE KaXKeTca HepeasbHbIM.

— MoKeT 6bITb, 3TO TO/IbKO NOBTOPAKOLLMINCS COH.

— HeT, 3TO HecKo/IbKO 6o/iblle, YeM NPOCTO COH. Al BEPIO, B 3TUX M300paKEHMAX CKPbIT KAKOY K
3aragke.

— Kakow 3aragke?

— [Moyemy Mbl 34€Cb, M YTO BCE 3TO 3HAUUT.
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NeoH nogoxkgan Mapu. OH nckoca Habntogan 3a Heil. be3 comHeHun, oHa bblna Kpacuea. XoTa
ee /MU0 BbIrNAAEN0 BECKOHEYHO HEXKHbIM U XPYMKUM, HO MOJIHbIMA KPaCHbIA POT C YyBCTBEHHbIMMU
rybamm roBopma Ha CoOBepLUEHHO ApYyrom A3blke. OH roBOPWUA O CTapOCTH, KOTOPYIO A0 cux nop Mapwm
ycrnewHo cKpbiBana. JleoH cnpawwuBan cebda, noyemy oHa Oblia Takon cnabon. Movyemy OHa TakK
H6ecnomoLLHO Tawmnach 3a Bcemu. He ceTys, He 3a4aBas BONPOCOB.

— Yto c Toboit cnyunnoch?

JleoH 3apgan BonNpoC He M3-3a COYYBCTBMA WM AtobonbiTcTBa. Mpocto Mapu 3agep)kusana
rpynny. EMy Kasasnocb, YTO ee netaprus NpoBOKauUMA NPOTUB Hero. Y Karkaoro, AeNUCTBUTE/NIbHO Y
Ka)kaoro, Kasanocb, euwe 6bian pesepsbl. Mapu, HanpoTMB, WATaAChb WA 4yepe3 oAHOOOpasHbIn
nangwaodT.

K Tomy e Kasanocb, 4YTO OHAa He 4yBCTBOBasAa CTpaxa. M 310 OblIO MMEHHO Tem
06CTOATENILCTBOM, KOTOPOE MPMBOAMNAO €ro B APOCTb. 34eCb peyb LW/a O YNCTOM BbIXKMBAHUW, HO
Mapwu TAXKeNno warana psaom ¢ HAM, He NogHMMas ronosbl. Eule He xBaTano, YTobbl OHA Hanesana
cebe yTo-HMOYAb NOA HOC.

JleoH He mor 6osblue TepneThb.

— Moyemy Tbl He CTapaewbCcA? — BbIPBAZIOCh Y HEro.

M>apu ocTaHOBMIaCb U CEPbE3HO NOCMOTPENA Ha Hero.

— Y70 Tbl MMeeLwb B BUAY? — ee rosoc bbin egsa M rpoMye Wopoxa BeTpa B BbICOKOM TpaBe. B
AaHHbIA MOMEHT J1IeOH NPOKANHAN cebs 3a TO, YTO OH BbICKA3ancs.

— Ecnu Tbl ewe He NoHAMA: Mbl KaK MOYKHO CKOopee A0/IKHbl 406paTbca 40 BpaT, nan ympem. U
AaXKe eCcnuM Mbl OOCTUIHEM BpaT, 3TO elle He 3HAYWUT, YTO BCe M3 HaC BbIXKMBYT. TONbKO CaMble
6bicTpble cnpaBsaTca. TOT, KTO NPUAET NocnegHUM, NoTepnen Heyaady, BbITAHYN KOPOTKYHO CIUYKY. A
Tbl MAELWb Yepe3 MeCTHOCTb, Kak byaTo y Tebs Bce Bpems Mupa.

OHa nocmoTpesia Ha Hero. STUMU MATKUMU, KapuMK rnasamu. Kak TemHble o3epa, B KOTOPbIX
MOXHO YTOHYTb. JTeOH NPOKAUHan cebs.

— fl Aymato, 4TO He MMeeT 3HaAYeHUA, aem M Mbl BbICTPO UK MeaseHHO, BOMPOC e COCTOUT
B TOM, AOCTUTHEM NU Mbl BpaT. U faxe ecnm JOCTUTHEM, Mbl BCE PaBHO BCE YMPEM.

JleoH 03aga4eHHOo NANUACA Ha Hee.

— K10 HaumHaet 3aber canwkom bbICTPO, O4YeHb CKOPO BbibbeTcs U3 cua. Tak Kak 34ecb He
CMPUHT, a MapadoH.

JTa AeByLKa 6bl1a HEMOCTUKMMOMN.

— W Tbl BEpULLb, YTO CMOKELb PACcCYNTaTb CUAY TaK, YTOObI BbIHECTM €ro?

Ma3pu noxkana naedamum.

— BO3MOKHO, HET, HO KTO-HNOYAb MOMOXET MHE.

JleoH Tenepb 6bln NONHOCTLIO pacTepsH.

— Tbl AENCTBUTENBHO TaK AyMaellb?

Mapwu cepbe3HO NOCMOTPENA Ha Hero.

— [a, A Bepto B 370. TaK 6blno Bcerga. Mo npasae, A MOry BCMOMHUTb TO/IbKO CBO€ MMS, HO
NPOCTO 3HAt0, YTO 3TO TaK. TaK AO/IKHO 6bITb.

— Tbl cowna c yma.

— B03MOXKHO, Tbl TOT CaMblil, KTO MHE MOMOXKET.

JNleoH ctapancs He noTepaTb AMUO. OH 6pocun Ha Mapu xonogHbl B3rasa,

— 3abyab.

Katn ynpamo wna nosaan [KeHHbl, nepen KoTtopoh pasuranca [»eb, cHoBa M CHOBa
nocmMaTpmMBaloLWMIA Ha 3Be34Y. BbICTPOUBLUMCDL B PAZ KaK MKEeMUYXKUHbI HA BEPEBKE, OHM ABUraIUChL MO
paBHUHe. K3TM npucTanbHO cMoTpesia Ha cnuHy [IKeHHbl, U1 ee aHTUNaTMA K 3TON AeBOYKe Bce
yBennymeanacb. He 1o, 4Tobbl OHa Morna 6bl ckasaTb, NOYEMy, HO a4 Ha [)KeHHy OHa MpPoCTo

~A4~
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4yyBCTBOBasA BHYTpM ceba rHes. Ha To, KaK OHa, Ka3anocb, 6€3 ycTanu wna paBHOMEPHbIMM LWaramm,
n cnegoBana 3a dxxebom.

Y K3t 6b1710 4yBCTBO, YTO 3HA/1A TAaKMX AEBYLUEK KaK [)KeHHa. [leByLlweK, KoTopble cuntanm ceba
nydwe apyrux. [esywek, KOTopble NOAyYanu MWUAOBUAHLIX NAPHEW, B TO BPEMA KaK A1A Hee
OCTaBa/IUCb TONbKO 3aCpPaHLbl AN Kakne-HNbyab 60nBaHbI.

[a, Takoe gepbMo 6b1710 el 3HAKOMO.

OHa TaltHO BOCXMUANacb Tem, Kak [JKeHHa 3KOHOMWUANA CUbl. 1 OAHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM B HeW
npobuBanacb 3aBUCTb. be3 comHeHus, [keHHa bblna NpuBAEKaTeNbHON, HO U OHa ToXKe. PasymeeTcs,
[)KeHHa m31y4ana HEBO3MYTMMOCTb, KOTOPYIO OHA He 4yBcTBOBasa B cebe. Mepuogmyeckn [xeb
obopaumBanca K rpynne. Katm morna BuMAeTb, YTO OH KaxKAabli pa3 ynbibanca [A)KeHHe. [KeHHa
onpeaeneHHo No-nauoTckM ynbibanace B OTBET.

«Keb».

Mbicnb 0 [xkebe npoHecnacb Yepes Hee KaKk ropadvee naama. 3To He bl OTOHb CTPACTU, U YK
BOBCe He Nt0b60Bb UK YTO-TO B 3TOM poge. CKopee HyXAaa, KenaHue 3axBaTuTb ero — HO AAA 3TOro
HYYHO OTB/1€Yb ero OT [yKeHHbl.

«9Ta 6enoKypan Koposa ¢ 60NbLIMMM FNa3amMmn CBEAET €ro C YMa, eC/IN A He MPOCAENKY 3@ HENY.

KaTu npuKkycuna HUXKHIO ryby M ycKopuna war, 4tobbl MaTM mexay [xKeHHon n [dxkebom.
MoKa OHa wWna yepes 3HOW, TO AeprKana rnasa OnyweHHbIMU U3-32 MepLaloLLen Kapbl. ER Ha ym
NPUWAM BOCNOMWUHAHMA. CHayasa OHa He CMOrna HUYero MOHATb, HO 3aTemM nepeg ee rnasamu
pasbirpanacb AcHaa cueHa. OHa BuAaena camy ceba ronbiwom nepepg 3epkanom. OHa npunogHAna
BOMIOCbI M Ntob60Banacb cBOMM H6e3ynpeyHbiM BUAOM. BHE3aNHO c3aam Ha ee rpyau Nernu age pyku.
Monopoi yenosek, egsa nn 6onblue, Yem NPOCTO TEHb B 3epKane, HAaKNOHWUACA M MOuenoBan ee B
3aTbI/IOK.

— Tbl TaK NpeKpacHa, — ero ronoc 6bia XpUnabim OT BO3byKAeHMA.

OHa BbITAHYA naeanbHble rybbl A nouenya, a 3aTem HaurpaHHO HEBMHHO paccMmeanachb.

— Tbl Aymaewb?

— Tbl — 60ruHs.

— Tbl 3HaelWb, YTO MOSA CECTPA He A0MKHA Y3HaTb 06 aTOM.

— [Ma, A mor 6bl Toraa 3abbiTh 0 Halwel cBaabbe. OHa 6bl HUKOTAA HE MPOCTUIA MEHS.

— Moxkanyn, easa nun. Bce 310, KOHEYHO, UMEET CBOIO LiEHY, Tbl 3TO 3HaeLb?

— Tbl NOAYYMLb OT MEHA TO, YTO XO4€ellb, — €ro ro/ioc CTan JOMKMM. — A Tenepb Uau Hasag, B
nocrtesnb.

KaTn ynblbHynack oTpaxeHuto. OHa BbiMrpana.

CHosa.

BocnomuHaHue 6b110 HAaCTO/IbKO OLLYTUMbIM, YTO HECMOTPA Ha *Kapy, No ee Teny npobexkana
ApoXb. OHa YyyBcTBOBaNa cebs xopouwo.

«Tbl 6bl1a NIOXOM AEBYOHKOW», — NoAyMana oHa. «Tenepb HAaCcTaNo BPEMSA CTATb ELLE XYyXKeY.

Mexay Tem 0MKHO 6bITb HacTynun nongeHb. OHM aBuranuck 6e3 nepepbiBa, COMHLE CYPOBO
Nnekno ux ronosbl. Boga 6bina AaBHO M3pacxogoBaHa, MX ropnaa ropenu, korga [xeb HakoHel,
octaHoBuAacA. OH XAan, Noka Apyrne He NPUCOESUMHUANUCH, 3aTEM YKa3as Ha MANEHbKYI pOoLLMLy
cnesa.

— Al gymato, 4To Tam ecTb BOAa, — CKa3as OH.

— OHa HaxoauTcAa He No NyTn, — npeanonoxun Muwa.

— Ham Hy»KHO HanNoNHUTb Hawwm BYTbINKK. OT Kapbl yKe CKOPO HAYHYT NaaaTb Nepsble U3 HaC.

— lMoyemy Tbl AyMaellb, YTO TaM Mbl Hallgem Boay?

— OcmoTpuTechb BOKpyr. TpaBa, HUYEro KPOME BbICOXLLENM TPaBbl, HO Tam CTOST AepeBbA. Tam
[0J1’KHa BbITb BOAA.
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OH NOBEPHYANCA K OCTa/IbHbIM.

— Bbl cornacHbl, ecan Mol caenaem KproK M MOMbITaeMcA BOH Y TOM poLMLbl NOMCKaTb BOAgy?
3T10T noxog 6yaeT CTOUTb HAM BPEMEHMW, HO Mbl HEe NoTepAem 3Be34y U3 BUaa. Ham Bcem nomaet Ha
Nnosb3y NepeaoxHyTb B TEHU.

Koe-kto npobopmoTan csoe ogobpeHune, apyrme ToNbKo KMBHYAU. OHM WK C paccBeTa, U, No-
BMOAMMOMY, eLle He NPUBAM3UANCH K 3Be3ae.

[epeBba OKa3anucb BbICOKMMM BAzamu. OTKyaa [dxxeb 3Han 3To CNOBO, OH U CamM He 3Han, W,
Ka3a/10Cb, 3TO HUKOTO He MHTepecoBaso. Bo BCAKOM cny4vae, OHM JaBaau TeHb, Tam bblna npoxnaga, u
OHM Hawan HeboNbWON pyyen, KOTOPbIN BECENO MNPOTEKAN MeXKAYy AEPEeBbAMU WU HU3KUMMU
KyCTapHMKamu.

Bce, Kpome Mapu, KOTOpasA BCe elle W/a Ja/IeKo No3agu, WTYpMOoBanu pyvein, 6pocmamcb Ha
3eMJII0 U aZHO MUK OCBEXKAIOLLYIO BOAY.

Katn, Muwa u TuaH 6pbi3rannce B Apyr Apyra, B To Bpema Kak [OxeHHa u Oxxeb cuagenm Ha
6epery n Habnwogann 3a HAMKU. JIEOH CTOPOHUACA. B noanecke oH 0610Man NoYTU 2—x METPOBYIO
BETKY, KOTOpYto Tenepb obpabaTbiBan HOXOM.

— Y70 310 HBYAET? — cnpocun Oxeb.

JNleoH paxe He noaHAN B3rnaaa.

— Nocox n3 Kopebe.

[>keb npucTanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. B To Bpems Kak 4acTb rpynnbl WanosamMeo bywesana
BOKpPYF, @ OCTaBLIAACA MbiTasacb NpuAaTK B ceba, JIeoH onATb O6blA Ha War Bnepeaun u Bbipesan cebe
opyxue.

3T1oro napHA Henb3A HbINO He yBaXKaTb.

OH ocmoTpenca BOKpyr. Mapu HaKoHel, Toxe aobpanacb gepesbes. C ONyLLEHHOW r0N0BOM U
YTOMJIEHHbIM B3rNA40M OHA BCTasna pAAom C J/IeOHOM, KOTOpbIN cuaen nepen Hen Ha 3emne. OHa
CHAJIA CBOM PIOK3aK, OTKPbINA €ro U BbiHYNAA NYCTyto ByTbINKy. BeCNOMOLLHbIM }XeCTOM OHa NPOTAHYAA
emy 6yTbinKy. [laxke He BCTaBasA, OH CNPOCUA:

— Yro 3T10?

— Tbl NpUHecewWwb MHe BOAbI? — CKa3ana OHa TUXO.

Tenepb OH Bce e nogHAN ronosy. MenbKomM NOCMOTPEN el B rNasa, 3aTem B3AN y Hee ByTbiaKy
13 pyK 1 6pocun B BbICOKYHO INCTBY B HaNpaBJEHUMN PyYbs.

— MpuHecun cebe cama, — NPoOpbIYAN OH M CHOBA BEPHY/ICA K CBOEMY KOMblO.

Oxxeb Bupgen, kKak Mapu nonHocTbto ocnabna M HaumHana nnakatb. OH XOTeN CNpPbIFHYTb U
MOMTU K HEW, MPUHECTUN BOAY WK, MO MEHbLIEN MEPE, YTELLUTb €€, HO Ha ero PyKy Nerna f1afoHb.

JKeHHa.

— OcTaBb WX, — CMOKOMHO cKa3ana [yKeHHa. — OHa [0MXKHA NOHATb, YTO OHAa CaMa MOMKeT
caenatb 370. OHa, BUAMMO, NPUBbLIKAA, YTO NIIOAN BbINMONHAIOT Kaxkaoe ee enaHuve. Ho oHa Kpenye,
yem BbIrNAOMT.

— OTKyZAa Tbl 3TO 3HaewWwb?

[XeHHa KneBHyna B CTOpoHy Mapu.

— A npocto 3Hato. CmoTpu!

B camom pene, 6ecnomoluHoe anuo Mapu NpuHANO pewmnTtenbHbln BuA. OHa yTepna cnaesbl.
Y1o-TO OTBETMNA JIEOHY, KOTOpPbIA Havyan yxmbinatbcA. OHa Mpowna MMMO, AaxKe He B3rAHYB Ha
Hero. Bckope nocne 3toro oHn Habaogann, Kak Mapu nogHana OyTbIKY U NOLWAA K PyYblO.

[eHHa 6blna npaBa No oTHoweHuo K Mapu. HemHoro noroga Mapu cungena ¢ apyrumun m
BbIr1A4eN1a OTAOXHYBLWeEN. Ha ee nnuo BepHyancb Kpackn. OHa 6ontana ¢ TuaHom u Muweii. JleoH
elle Bbipesan cBoe Konbe, a Katn agpemana B TeHu aepesa.
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[xxeb nocmoTpen Ha Heb60. Mo NONOKEHUIO COMHLLA OH CMOT NMOHATb, YTO HbIIO HAYaN0 BTOPOW
nonoBuHbl AHA. OHM Morau Gbl elle JOCTaTOYHO MHOTO YacoB UATU NPWU CBETE AHSA, HO CleAYHOLNIA
HOYHOM NpMBan Bbi3biBas y HEro 03ab0YEHHOCTb. EMY Ka3asiocb He Takol YK xopollein naeen cnatb
Ha OTKPbITOM TPaBAHOM MNPOCTPaHCcTBe. OHM He cMoryT cobpaTtb y pyYba JOCTaTOYHO MHOrO APOB U
B3ATb € c0b0i1, YUTOObI NOAAEPKNBATb OrOHb BCIO HOYb.

Oxeb 3aWwmnTun rnasa ot COMHUA PYKOM M MOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY, KyAa OHW AOJ/IXKHbl Oblin
NPOAO/XKMUTL NyTb. Ha ropmM3oHTe BblAENANOCL TeEMHOEe NATHO. [Jo/MKHO ObiTb, 3TO OYepeaHOM nec.
[xxeb nbiTanca BbIXBaTUTb B3rnaaom 3se3gy. OH onycTUACA K KpOMKe Heboblion poln. Tam, OHa
6blna Tam. 3Be34a BbirnsAena CBETI0M M SICHOW Hafd rpsiaoi rop, KoTopas nogHuMmasach B A4anu Hag,
paBHUMHOW. TeMHbI NOAC AepeBbeB, KOTOPbIA OH TONbKO YTO 3aMeTW/, NMPOXOAUA HA HEKOTOPOM
yO3aNeHUN NOYTU NapanienbHo UX Aopore No pasHuHe. Ecam 6bl OHM NOTOPONUAUCH, TO CMOFIK Bbl
AOCTUYb Neca, BEPOATHO, B CyMEPKaX U Ha CAeAyHoWmiA AeHb NPOAONKUTbL CBOM MApLL NO paBHUHE.

Y70 3a CTpPaHHbIN Nei3ax: HUYEero, KPOMe TpaBbl, Ieca U rop. HackonbKo ganeko moxkeT 6biTb
nec?

XoTA AOCTMYL Nleca He COCTaBUT NpobsieM, HO OHW NOTEPAOT MHOFO BPEMEHM, TaK KaK Ha
cnefyowWwmi AeHb UM NPUAETCA NPOAENATb TOT e CaMblii NyTb 06paTHO. Nan BbIGpaTh TPYAHbIN NyTb
yepes nec. B uenom, orpomHble 3aTpaTbl BPEMEHM, U y¥Ke He TOBOPA O CBA3AHHbLIX C HUM CUAAMM.
MepBble Mcyepnanucb bbl 40 TOro, KaK OHW CHOBA AOCTUTHYT Py4YbA Ha cnepyowmii aeHb. N paxe
Torga 3Be3ga OyaeT Haxo4MTbCA HA PACCTOAHUM HGpaBoro AHA xoabbbl. EcAn nocnaHuve co cBoum
YyIbTUMaTYMOM B CEMbAECAT A,Ba Yaca NPaBAMBO.

[Okeb B3rnAHyn Ha 3Be3gy. OHa cBepKana BJanuM, Kak 6yaTo ycmexanacb emy: Tbl He
AOCTUTHELb MEHS.

«Ho A 31O caenato».

Pagom c HUM BHe3anHo noasuaca Muwa. o cux nop y Axkeba noytn He 6b110 BOSMOXKHOCTM C
HWUM NOroBOPUTb, OTTOFO OH PaccMaTpMBan ero ¢ NtbonbITCTBOM. Muwwa 6bl1 NOYTU TaK e BbICOK,
Kak OH CaM, MOXeT OblTb Ha MNOAronoBbl HWXKe. Ero KoOpoTKMe 3010TUCTO-KenTble BOJOChHI
HanoOMMHaNU NweHn4yHoe none. JILo MMeNo YeTKMe YepTbl, NPAMON HOC U TOHKKe rybbl. Ho cambim
nopasuTenbHbIM bblnKn ero cuarwme ronybole rnasa. OHM NPUCTANBHO M ACHO CMOTPEIM Ha Hero.

«Pagom ¢ Muwei mbl, BCce OCTanbHble, BbIrAAMM Kak rpybble Konoaku», — nogyman [xeb.
310 MOorno 6bITb TONbKO BOMPOCOM BPEMEHM, A0 TEX NMOP MNOKAa O4HA M3 AEBOYEK He 3aMHTepecyeTca
HUMKU. MULIa UCTOYaN WapM, gaXKe 34eCb, HA PaBHUHE BO BPEMSA Kapbl e48a /I MOXHO 6bl710 OT Hero
YKJOHUTBCA.

N OxkeHHa TOXe...

OH cpasy e 3anpeTtun cebe gymatb 06 aTom. OH BO33Ban K MbIC/IM O TOM, YTO OHU BCe boptoTca
33 BbI’KMBaHMe. Ecnm MoXKHO 6b110 BepUTb NOCNAaHMUIO, BONBLUMHCTBO U3 HUX C YBEPEHHOCTbIO YMEepPan
6bl. «[TOTOMY Y4TO Mbl MOTEPAHbIY.

— O yem Tbl 3agymanca? — cnpocun ero Muwa.

[xxeb yBupen, yto ero npasyto H6poBb Nepecekan KPOXOTHbIN Henbin wpam. Muwa 6bin He
TAaKUM YX U UAEaNbHbIM, KaKUM Ka3anca Ha NepBblii B3rNAA4,.

— A pasgymbiBan, cnepgyet AM Ham pa3buTb 34ecb narepb Ha Houvb. Mbl gonro wav u
60/IbLIMHCTBO M3 HAc B U3HYpeHMU. K TOMy Ke, y Hac HebosbliMe anbTepHaTMBbl: OAHO U3 2-X,
NPOBECTU HOYb NOA OTKPbLITbIM HEOGOM MM BEPHYTLCA Ha3az B Nec.

— Hasag, K necy? Canwkom ganeko. fl He gymato, 4to TvaH 1 Mapu cnpaBaTcs.

[xeb 4yyBCTBOBAA, YTO OH Yy)Ke BCe BPeMs OT HanpaXeHua mopwmuT nob. Bo3amoxKHo, 3To bbinia
NPUBbIYKA M3 €ro NPeXHEN KU3HM.

«KaKkoi oHa 6bls1a, MOA NPEXKHAA }KU3Hb?»

—Y1o ¢ TnaHom?
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— OH HaTép M030/1b, AOCTATOYHO 6O/bLIYIO KPOBABYHO LUTYKY HA NATKe. EE HyXKHO Yem-HUbyap
NPOTKHYTb, MHAa4Ye OHA MOXKET NPOPBATLCA M TMaH NOAXBATUT MHPEKLMIO U HE CMOKET UATU Aanblue.

NHbeKkunto? CHoBa TaKoe CNI0BO, 3HAYEHNE KOTOPOro OH CPa3y e y3HaJl, HO KOTOPOe paHee He
HaxoAWNOCb B €ro NamsTw.

— OTKyAa Tbl BCe 3TO 3HaAelWb?

Muwa yxmblabHYACA.

— OTBeTUTb YeCTHO? He umeto HM MmaneiLero NoHATUS.

— OKken, Torga octaHemcA 34ecb M N03aboTmMcA 0 Hore TUaHa, KpOMe TOro, BEPOATHO, HUKTO He
MMeeT KenlaHuA, B Ntobom cnyyae, cerogHa, NPoOAOMKaTb MATU. TyT Xopollee MecTo U Mbl MOXKEM
pa3eyb KocTep.

— fl HalAy KOMOUKY M NPOKOAto TuaHy Mmo3onb. Ecnm Mapu gact MHe HECKONIbKO CBOMX BUHTOB,
TO A CMOry NepeBA3aTb €ro HOry, Tak YTO OHA He BOCMANNTCA.

xeb cuntan, yto Muwa NoOHMManA, YTO B 3TOM ANKON MECTHOCTU KaXKAbIA AONKEH MONOXKUTLCA
Ha apyroro. OH 6bicTpo G6pocun B3rnag Ha JleoHa. Y KOTOporo 6bl10 e4UMHCTBEHHOE OpYKUE U
3¢ dEKTMBHDBIN Pabounit MHCTPYMEHT B rpynne. Tak He A0MKHO ObiNo ObiTb: OH OCTAaBM/I HOX TONbKO
ana ceba ogHoro. OH NpuHaanexxan um scem. Ho Kak oH gosrKeH bbin 06bACHUTL 3TO JleoHy? Cyaa
Mo TOMY, Kak OH ero oueHu, ToT bbl HUKOTAa He 0TAan HOX J06pPOBONBLHO.

MoKa oH pasmblwnan o JSleoHe, Muwa coobwmn ApyrMm, 4YTo OHU NepPeHoYYIOT 34eckb. Kak aTo
BbIFA4EN0, HE NPEACTABAAN HUKTO, celyac Bce O6blnn paabl M3beXkaTb XKapbl.

JencrentenbHo nun Bce?

[xeb n3gan Hemom B340X, KOraa ysmaen, 4To JIeoH NOAHANCA N NOAOLWEN K HEMY.

OH pep:kan B pyKe BO3BbllAlOWeEeca Haj, rosoBoM Konbe nerko u [xeb BuAen, 4to KoHel,
nanKku bbln onacHoO 3a0cTpeH. JIeoH cpasy nepexoaun K geny.

— [Moyemy Mbl He ngem ganbue? [eHb ewe ANNHHbIN.

[eb KnBHyN B HanpaBAeHUM rpynnbl.

— OHM obeccuneHobl. Kpome TOro, ¢ HacTynsieHMEM TEMHOTbI Ha PaBHWHE CTAHOBMTCS OMACHO.
Mo KpanHen mepe, 34eCb Mbl MOXKEM PaA3BECTU KOCTep.

— NoKa CBeTUT /lyHa, Mbl MOXXEM W HOYbIO NPOAO/IXKATb UATW.

[xxeb nocmoTpen Ha Hero yauBAEHHO.

— Tbl NONAELb HOUYbIO YEPE3 PABHUHY?

— Moyemy HeT?

— A 4yTo HacyeT MUK U TEM, YTO C HUM NPOU3OLLNIO?

— Bo-nepsbIX, A BCE eleé He Bepto B 3Ty CTPALMAKY. Bo-BTOpbIX, Mbl MOran 6bl coopyauTb
¢dakenbl, YTO6bI Pa3BECTM OFOHb, KOrA4a HaM 3TO NOHAZ06MTbLCA.

[xeb oTKaszanca ot MblCM yKasaTb JIeoHy Ha TO, YTO NOCpean BCel 3TOM TpaBbl OHWN BCE PaBHO
He HanayT apeBecuHbl AnA 601bLWOro KocTpa.

— Bo-nepBbix, OT Manenwen NpoieTeBIEN UCKOPKN TpaBa MOXET 3aropeTbCA. 3a HECKOJ/IbKO
CEeKyHZ, CTenb OXBAaTUT MOKap, KOTOPbIA KaK yparaH 6yayT noKupaTb BCE BOKPYr. Bo-BTOpPbIX, Mbl
OoCTaémcAa HouyeBaTb 34ecb, — ckazan [keb, noaparxkan ToHy JleoHa, — a 3aBTpa NPOAOIKMM NyTb.

lna3a /leoHa NpeBPaTUAUCL B Y3KME LLENOYUKM.

— K10 1eba, cobcTBEHHO roBOPSA, HAa3HAYMA Ham nNpeasogmTenem?

— Hukro, — otBeTnn [xKeb. — Ho, noxoxKe, 34eCb HET HUKOIo APYroro, KTo 6bl ropen XenaHunem
B3ATb Ha cebA 3Ty AONKHOCTb. BCE-TaKM, KTO-TO A0KEH 3TO AeNaThb.

[xeb Hageancs, UTo ero peyb BbIrAAENA KaK WYTKA, KOTopas cHAMA Obl HanpaxeHue mexay
HUM 1 JleHom. Ho oH owwmnbces.

— Yto, ecnm A pelwy oTnpaBuTbca oAMH? Tbl Oyaellb NbITaTbCA MEHS OCTaHOBUTL? — NpPOpPbIYan
JleoH.
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[xeb BcTpeTun ero B3rna4 U CNOKOMHO OTBETUA:

— Tbl MOXKelWb YUTU KOoraa v Kyaa Tebe B3gymaetca. HUKTo He 6yaeT Tebs octaHaBAuBaTh. Ho...

— Torga oTAn4HO.

— ... HOX ocTaHeTca 3aecb. — [xeb rnyboKo B3a0xHyA. — OH NpUHaANEKUT OOLLECTBY, KaK U Bce
YTO Mbl HaxoaMM. Ham Hy»KHa 3Ta Bellb, YTOObI BbIXKMUTb. TOYHO TaK}Ke Mbl HYXXHbl APYr APYrYy, YTOObI
Aguratbcsa ganbwe. Kto ot obuwectBa OTKasbiBaeTcA, TOT A0OPOBONbHO OTKA3blBAETCA OT 3aLUMTHI,
KOTOPYIO OHO emy AaeT. A TaKKe OT CHapAXeHWs, KOTOpPOoe MPUHAANEKUT rpynne. 3TO NOJHOCTbIO
JIOXUTbCA Ha Tebs.

NeoH Hanpsarca scem Tenom. OH Obln Heganék OT TOro, 4tobbl 6pocuTbea Ha [keba. dxeb
npeayyBcTBOBasA, YTo U3 60pbbbl ¢ JleoHOM OH He 06s3aTenbHO BbiMAeT nobeautenem. XoTb B
dusnyeckom nnaHe oH M npesocxoamn JleoHa, TOT NPOU3BOAM/ BNeYaT/IEHNA HaTPEHUPOBAHHOIO
6opua.

— Ecamn Tbl Xoyelwb NOAY4MTb CHapsKeHue, Torga Tebe npuaétca otobpaTb ero cuiaom, —
npowwunen J/1IeoH, HanpasMB ocTpMe KonbA Ha Oxkeba. Pe3kum agsukeHnem [xxeb otbpocun opyKue B
CTOPOHY.

— [lep»xu cBom yrposbl Nnpu cebe, JleoH.

Mexagy Tem OcCTafbHble 3aMeTUAIM MX CTblMKY. Mwuwa noaHanca UM BCTan  Mexay
KOHQAUKTYIOLWMMN.

— Y10 34ecb nponcxogut?

JleoH npmMnoaHAA yroNoK pTa U Npoueaun:

— Hnuero. Mbl Bcero nnwb 6ontaem.

MpuctanbHO rnaas Ha JleoHa, Axxeb noateepann:

— [a, Hebosbluan becena MexKay My*KUMHaAMM.

3aTemM OH pa3BepPHYICA U NOLWEN K PyYblo.

[eb pewunn, 4To C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA OH He CNycTUT rna3s c JleoHa.

JleoH obocHOBANCA B CTOPOHE OT OCTa/ibHbIX WU MPOAOXKMA Bblpe3aTb cBoe Konbe. CTblYKa C
Oxxebom nokasana emy, YTo B HEM TauUTCA ONacHblA noTeHuuan. HeobysgaHHas ApocTb, KOoTopas
TONbKO U OXMAAET NpobyxaeHna. ApocTb, KOTOPas MOMKET MOr0TUTb ero U BCex BOKPYr Hero. Ero
KpOBb KMNUT. apa pacnpocTpaHuaack Ha Hero. OH 6bln roToB B3opBaTbCA. PaHUTb. Y6uBaThb.

«Mouemy s Takon? MNMoyemy s Kaxkabli BbI30B NPMHUMAO 33 CXBaTKy? [MoYyemy A MHCTUHKTUBHO
pearmpyto Hacunmem? YO6uIcTBo ANA MeHs TaK Nerko?»

OH NpuxogmA B y*Kac OT OTBETA, UCXOAALLEr0 M3 ryOUHbI ero ayLwu.

«[a, A y>ke ybmsan. Koro 1 noyemy? Ho Tam ecTb 04MH NapeHb, KOTOPOTO A NPOAOKAI BUAETb
nepes coboii. OH Takoro e Bo3pacTa Kak fA. N xyaoi. OH AepKuT B pyKe NUCTONET, CTBON KOTOPOro
Hanpas/ieH BHM3. EWE. A 3Hato, YTO OH TOYHO PBAHET PYKOM BBEPX, YTOObI BbICTPENUTDL B MEHA.

OH Bpar. fl Hayunnca ero HeHaBMAETb ELE NPeXKAe YemM YBUAEN CBET XKM3HWU. HecmoTpa Ha 3To,
A He XOTeN NPUXN0NHYTb ero Kak cobaky.  megneHHO NoKaYvan rofioBoi. «He nbiTanca», — s Xxo4y emy
9TO CKas3aTb, HO YMTAlD B €ro rnasax, 4Yto OH 3T0 caenaeT. OH TOXE HAY4YUNCA HEHaBUAOETD.
HeHaBnaeTb MeHsi, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, UTO HE 3Han A0 3TOro MOMEHTA. 3aTeM BCE MPOU3OLLN0 B A0/H0
cekyHabl. OH aBuHyAcA. OyeHb 6bIcTPO. Ho A 6bin GbicTpee. Opy»Kue B MOeM Kynake BECUIO MHOTO,
OTAaya NoTsHyNa pyKy Ha3ag. KpacHblli LBETOK pacuBes Ha ero yskoi rpygm. OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHs.
MoTom y Hero nogKocunucb Horn. M oH pasom CBannACA, Kak MapUOHETKa, Yy KOTopon obpesanu
HUTU. B ero cMepTn HET HMYEro CNaBHOTO, U A YyBCTBYIO cebs nioxo. MNpAMO-TaKu, *Kankum B rpasu
CBOEWM ¥U3HM.

A notepaH.

A ybun yenoseka.

bor oTBepHyACA OT MeHA.



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

Al 6onble He pebEHOK M MO AoM — yanua.

[o Tex nop, MOKa MeHA TOXKe He HAaCTUTHET Nyna».

Bapyr Ao ero nneya A0TPOHY/cA Mulla, HEOXKMAAHHO OKas3aBLUIMNCA pPaaom, U JIeEOH UcnyraHHo
B34POrHYN.

— Butaewsb B ob6nakax?

NeoH KkmeHyn. OH He 3HaAAN, OTKyAa B ronoBe TaK BHE3anHO MOABMANCL 3TU KApPTUHKMK, HO
4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHM CYLLECTBOBAaNM B peanbHOCTU. Kem 6bl OH He 6bi, A0 TOro, Kak O4yTU/ICA 34ECh,
XOPOLWMM YeIOBEKOM OH 6bin BpAA K. ITO GaKT MOXKeT Teba cnomaTb UK Ke Tbl MOAYUHUTb, €Cn
NPOCTO NPUHMMAELLb ero Kak gaHHoe. JIeoH NoAYMHUACA.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Muwwy. Mor 6bl s ero youTtb, pa3 1 Tak y»Ke Aaneko 3aweén?

«[a, Hemepna», OTBETU/ rON0C U3 TNYOUHbBI €r0 CO3HAHUA.

JleoH NoOAHANCA N ncYe3 B HAABUTAOLLMXCA CyMEpPKaX.

Ceiyac OH A0MKeH NobbITb OAMH.

Mspun cugena Ha 3emne, NPUCAOHUBLLUNCL K CTBOJIY AepeBa WM 3aKpbiB rnasa. ManeHbKMmu
rMOTKaMKW OHa Nuaa BoAy U3 cBoel byTbinkK. EE oxBaTuna cnabocTb, cepaue 6ecnokonmHo 6unoch B
rpyau. OHa nNblTanacb YCNOKOUTb AbIXaHME, HO 3TO el BCE HUKaK He y4aBanoch.

Y meHA HeT 6oablue cua. M 3TO TONbKO Havano.

Moyemy A 3gecb?

Becb AeHb CTy4alwMm B rosioBE MOJIOTOYKOM My4na €€ 3ToT sonpoc. OH NoABAAACA CHOBA U
CHOBa, NPU KaxKaoMm Liare.

Moyemy A 3gecb?

Moyemy A 3gecb?

Moyemy A 3gecb?

OHa OTKpblna rnasa u OKUHyNAa B3rNAAO0M OCTanbHbIX. OKeHHa, [xkeb, Muwa, Katn, TuaH um
NleoH.

JleoH.

3TOT TAaTyMpPOBAHHLIN NapeHb 0O6BOPOXKWA e€. B To Ke Bpema oHa 6oanacb ero. Bce 3tu
CTPaHHblE PUCYHKM Ha ero Tene u nue nNpuBoaunu eé€ B ApoXKb. Ho He Tonbko oHW. To, Kak OH
HaAMeHHO 06xoAuncsa C HeW, 3aCTaBAANO €€ NMUO NblNaTb OT rHeBa. CHayana 3TOT CTPaHHbIN
pa3roBop, Korga OHW LWAM NO MYCTbIHHOWM PaBHWHE, @ MOTOM OTKa3 el MOMOYb, XOTA OH BCE-TaKu
A0MKeH 6bln BUAETb, HACKO/IbKO OHa bblna obeccuneHa.

OH cKasan, YTo OHAa [0MKHA cama NpuHecTn cebe Boabl. Mpwn TOm, YTO OHA efBa M AeprKkanacb
Ha HOrax.

JleoH 6bin NnognbIM YeNoBEKOM. YeNnoBEKOM, KOTOPbIN HU C KEM He CYMUTANCA.

«[a 6yab OH NPoKAAT», — noaymana Mapwu.

Ho eé B3rnag cHOBa 1 CHOBA BO3BpaLLanca K Hemy. OHa paccmaTpuBana ero u He Moraa Hu4yero
c coboit nogenatb. He cnyckana ¢ Hero rnas, Kak 6yAato oH 6bln A40BUTOM 3MEEN.

Ho BC&-Taku 370 6blN1 OH, e noxneLLe 3men.

[OnKnit, onacHbl 3Bepb.

OH 3ameTun eé B3rNa4 M NOAHANCA B MOJHbIA pOCT. Ha ero auue urpana npesputenbHas
YXMbl/IKa, KOr4a OH B3rAHYA Ha Heé. B ero rnasax oHa pacno3Hana Ty HeyBa*KUTE/IbHOCTb, C KOTOPOA
OH Bcerga K Hel OTHOCUACA.

Maspun no4vysBCcTBOBaNA KaK HAaYMHAET NblnaTb €€ /INLO, OHa XOTena OTBEPHYTbCA, HO BCE Ke
3acTtaBuna ceba Bblaep)aTb ero B3rnag. Cnycta HECKONIbKO CeKyHA JIeOH WKMPOKO ynblbHyACcA U
nocnan e Bo3aywWHbIN nouenyn. Mapu xsaTasia pTom BO34yX.

BoT ke 3acpaHeLl.
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Houb HacTynuna 6bICTPO, HO KOCTEP Obla 3aXKKEH BOBpeMsA. Bce cobpanmcb BOKPYr OTHA U TUXO
neperoBapmMBaanCb B CBETE MIaMeHWN. BONbLUMHCTBO y¥Ke A0eNn OCTAaTKM CBOMX 3aMacoB M Y HUX He
OCTaNoCb HMYEro, Kpome BOAbl. [la)ke MPOMaBWWUIA HA AOATOe BPEeMs M3 MONA 3PEeHUA OCTaJIbHbIX
JleoH NpuWEnN K OrHI0 M cemyac TUXO pasroBapuBan ¢ JKeHHOM, KOTopasa Caylana ero ¢ CepbE3HbIM
uom. xkeb nocmoTpen Ha HuX. YTo-TO 3aweBennnocb y Hero BHyTpu. OHA emy HpaBuAacb, He
CMOTPSA Ha To, 4To Mapu n Katn bbinn Kpacmsee. Y [KeHHbl 6bl10 YTO-TO TaKoe, Yero He 6biio vy
Apyrmx. OHa u3nyvana HeKyl MPUPOLHYIO YBEPEHHOCTb M HE HyXKAanacb B CAMOYTBEPXKAEHMM 33
CYET gpyrnx. MMeHHO 3TO 04apPOBbLIBAIO ErO U B TO YKe BPEMSA Ka3anoCb TaKMM NPUBbIYHbIM. COXKHO
6b110 B 3TO NoBepUTb, HO [KeHHa Oblia TeEM YeI0BEKOM, KOTOPbIN NPK NEpPBOM Ke BCTpeye Co34aéT
BMNeYaT/IeHME, YTO Bbl 3HAKOMbI YKe BCHO ¥KM3Hb.

Bnepsble [yxeb yyBcTBOBAN cebA yBepeHHO U NO3BONUA CBOEMY B3rnaay becuenbHo 6ayKaatb
no gpyrum. Mapu, Tuan n Muwa cngenn smecrte. [xeba He MOrio He pagoBaTb, 4To Mapu u TnaH
yyBcTBOBanM cebs nyywe. Ho BcTpeya co B3rnsaom Katu 3actaBuna ero Hamopwmtb nob. O6xsaTms
PYKaMW KONEHW, OHA CMAENA HA KOPTOYKAX M MPUCTANbHO CMOTPENa Ha Hero. FoNoAHbIM B3rNA40M
cBOMX 6e340HHbIX 3eNEHbIX rNas.

TakMm B3rnag0om KoLKa nogcreperaeT mMbllb, nepes TeM Kak HabpocnTbea Ha Ao6bIvy.

KaTn noTtaHynacb. Korga oHa npu 3TOM BbIFHY/AA CMKMHY, MOXHO Oblo YETKO pasrnageTb
ouepTaHus eé rpyam. Jxeb 3aaeprkan cBOM B3rNA4 Ha HEW NINLWb HA CEKYHAY A0/blUE NOJIOXKEHHOTO,
HO KaTu 3acturna ero n 060nbCTUTENBHO NOAMUIHYAA.

[>xeb oTNpAHYAN Hasafd, YTO TONbKO BbI3Bano y Katn Becenyto ynbibry. OHA Hagyna rybbl, Kak
6yaTo xoTena cKkasatb: «[loyemy Tbl He 34eCb, HE CO MHOM ?»

Oxxeb nocnewHoO OCMOTPENcA BOKPYr, HO, KaXeTCA, HUKTO M3 Apyrux He Habnwogan 3a
pasbirpbiBatoWLMMCA cnekTaknem. OH NO4YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €ro /MU0 ropuUT, U 3TO ero 3auno. Katu
urpana ¢ HUM. MeaneHHo, o4eHb MeaIeHHO OH MOKavan ros0BOM, HO OHa MPOUTHOPUPOBANa ero
YKECT U MHOTO3HAYNTENbHO NOAMUTHYNA EMY.

YépToBa cyuKa.

Y10 OHa xo4eT OT Hero? KoHeuyHOo, peyb wna o6 ee 0COBGEHHOM U UCKNOYMTENIBHOM MecTe B
rpynne. 3aecb B rnasax Katn oH 6b11 Anbdoit n Tem cambiM, K KOMY UM cieayeT NpubansnTbea, Koro
OHa J0MKHA NpMBA3aTh K cebe.

OH pasrnaabiBan ee, U OHA Bbi3blBasa y HEro oTBpalleHne. Xopowo, Aa, OHa BO3byKaana ero,
HO TaK MPOCTO OHa ero BOKpYyr nanbua He ob6bsegeT. OHM 34eCb He Ha KaKoM-HMbyab NeTHewn
BEYEpPUHKeE, 1 34eCb He urpa. MpoknsaTbe, pa3Be He AOCTAaTOYHO TOro, YTo OH 6opoca 3a BbIXKMBaHME?
34ecb A0MKHbI BbINM HAX0AUTLCA Takne Ntoam Kak J1eoH u KaTu, 4ONONHUTENBHO YCIOXKHABLUME eMy
M3Hb? OH pe3Ko NoAHANCA U cen PaaoM ¢ Mapu, BbITECHAA KaXKAyH NOCAeAyoLWy MbiCib 0 KaTu.

3TOT AeHb, HaBepHoe, aa ana Mapwu.

OHa 3acnyxuna npusHaHuve. Bo3moxkHo, oH owwunbanca B Mapu. XoTA OHa npou3Boauna
BneyatneHme n3banoBaHHOM ManeHbKOM NPUHLECCHI, HO Ka3a/lacb APYKeNtobHOM U OTKPbITOM.

OH npepanca BOCNOMWUHAHUAM, ero B3rnag ynan Ha [xkeHHy. OH no4yBCTBOBA, KakK ero cepaue
Hayano 6eleHo GUTbCS.

«Moanyncra, NOCMOTPU Ha MeHsA», — TaWHO Kenan oH. M B 3TO MrHOBeHWe OHa NoAHANA
ro/I0BY 1 LeNyo BEYHOCTb rnagena emy B rnasa.

[xxeb cmywéHHO OTBEN B3rNAA. 3Hana M oHa Boobule, yero emy xotenocb? OHa HpaBuNacb
€My HaCTO/IbKO, 4YTO NPOCTO AyX 3axBaTbiBasno. OH MNogHANCA W, MOJHOCTbIO 3aHATbIM CBOMMM
MbICNAMM, NOLWEN BHU3 K Pyybto, YTOObI NOOLITL B OANHOYECTBE.

B narepe Hactynun nokow. Llenbi aeHb, a TaKke BEYEPOM HUKTO HM pasy He C/blwan Toro
HeYeN0BEYECKOro BOA M/IN KYTKUX KPUKOB, NO3TOMY OblI0 pelleHo He cTaBUTb BaxTy. KocTép ropen
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AOCTAaTOYHO CU/IBHO M He norac 6bl Ha NPOTAXEHUM HOYU. Bce OHM OblNM U3HYPEHbl U CPa3y Ke
3aCHYNU.

[xeb npoCcHyNCA OT KaKoro-To Wwyma. 370 Obl/l IMWb TUXMI LWOPOX, HO COH YWEN cpasy *Ke. OH
OCMOTpPECA, HO He CMOT ONpPeAEennTb, YTo 3TO H6b110. OCTaNbHbIE NIEeXKANN B CBOUX CNA/IbHbIX MELLKaX,
Ho notom [keb 3ameTnn, 4To OANH N3 HMX nycTtoBan. O4HOro He xBaTano.

BO3MOXHO, KTO-TO OTOLIEN MO HYXKAe.

Tem He meHee, OH 3abecnokouaca n Noaxuaan yweawero, 4Tobbl yA0CTOBEPUTLCA, YTO BCE B
nopsazgke.

LLnn MUHYTbI, HO HUKTO He BO3BPALLACA.

MpoknaTtbe. KTo e Tam nexan? Mwuwa? HeT, OH OO/KEH JieaTb CnpaBa OT KOCTpa, Bo3ne
TnaHa u Mapu. keHHa? be3 noHsaTuA. HeT, He 6bls10 JleoHa.

Tenepb OH 6bin B 3TOM yBepeH. JIeOH XOTeN YCKONb3HYTb B TeMHOTe, 3abpaB c cob60i HOXK?
[xeb OTKMHYN CBOM CManbHbIN MELIOK M OAHUM MPbIXKKOM OKa3anca Ha Horax. XoNo4HbIN HOYHOM
BO34yX MrHOBEHHO go6pancs go cnuHbl. OH 0356. Kyaa noweén Jleon?

K py4bto, 4TOObI HANONHUTL CBOIO DYTLIIKY BOAOW, Nepes TeM KaK yapaTb.

[xeb TUXO NpOoWMbITHYA Yepe3 narepb M Hanpaswuaca K pydbto. Koraa OoH Mo4yTu Bblwen U3
CBeTa KOCTpa, B TEMHOTE BblpUCOBanach ceetnan ¢urypa.

[xeb pe3ko octaHoBuAcA. OH HE MOT NOBEPUTb CBOUM F1a3aM: nepes HUM cTosana Katu.

M oHa 6blna ronoi.

B mepuaHMKM KOCTpa cunysT eé Tena Obln CNOBHO BbiCEYEH M3 mMpamopa. MaeanbHasa rpyap,
naeanbHble HOTM N HEMNOBTOPUMAA YYBCTBEHHOCTb.

OHa TpeboBaTeNbHO NPOTAHYNA PYKY M TUXO CKalana:

- A xkpana 1eba. Monaém, Tol Oyaelb TaKMM CYACTIMBLIM, KaK HUKOTr4a npexae.

xeb egBa v mor Aplwathb.

KaTn nogolwwna K Hemy, rpauMo3Ho NoBuAMBas 6Eapamu, U NPUCTaNbHO NOCMOTPENA B FNasa, He
AaBaa emy oTBecTu B3rnsaa. OH 3abbln 0 e€ HaroTe, TO/IbKO M BrAAAbIBANCA B 3TM HEBEPOATHbIE 1N1a3a,
KOTOpble, Ka3aa0Cb, NOJIHOCTbIO NOrI0TUAMU €ro.

3aTem OHa OKaszanacb PAAOM C HUM. B ee ynbibke Kpblnocb obelaHne. Pyka nputarneana ero,
NoKa ee Tenjoe AblXxaHMe He KOCHYNOoCb ero Auua. B Hem 4yBCTBOBaAUCb HOTKM BaHwuau. Katu
nogowna eue 6aumxe. BHe3sanHoO OH NOYYBCTBOBA/, KaK ee pyKa CrycKaeTcs BHU3 no ero Teny. Mo ero
XMBOTY. HMxe... Ee ronoe 1eno NnpmMMManocb K HEMY M OH OLLYTUA, KaK OHa 3aKMHY/a HOTy Ha ero
6eapo.

Y [I>keba 3aKkpyrKunnacb ronosa. Katm 3akpbina rnasa.

A 3atem... KONZOBCTBO ucye3no. Pasym [keba BepHynca. Katu xotena nog4mHuTb ero. OH
caenan war Hasag. CTanbHOM XBAaTKOM OH yXBaTWA ee 3anAcTbA WM BbicBoboanaca n3 obvATMN. Ero
YentoCcTb 3a4poXKana oT rHea. OH NoyTM No3Boaua cobnasHuTb ceba. CHoBa.

— He Tporam meHA, — npoLwmnen oH.

lnasa Katu 6b11m LWIMPOKO packpbITbl. Ha ee anue Yntanocb YMcToe npespeHue.

— Tbl OTBEpraelwb MeHA? — BblAOXHYNAA OHA. — Tbl pelaewbesa Ha 3T0?

«OHa Kak 6oromon», — nogyman xeb n cnpocun cebs B TOT }Ke MOMEHT, 4TO Takoe 6oromonn.
«TOT, KTO NONageT B ee CeTH, NOTEPAH».

KaTn BHywana emy cTpax, genana ero HeyBepeHHbiM. OH OTBETW/1 HA €€ MOJIHbI HEHABUCTU
B3rnag,.

— OcTaBb MeHA B NOKoe.

— Ho, [keb. TBoe Tes10 FOBOPUT YTO-TO APYrOe: Tbl XOYELLb MEHS, — OHa CHOBa CAe/fiana war K
Hemy.

— HerT, TaK KaK A BUXY HAaCKBO3b TBOW MaJIEHbKME UTPbI.
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Ee rnasa cBepkHynun B cnabom ceeTe OrHA.

— ManeHbkue urpbl? 3aecb peyb MaeT o 6onblem, YeM NPOCTO UrPbl, — TUXO CKa3a/sla OHA. —
Peyb naeT o Tom, KTO Yero CTouT. Ha KOro MOXKHO MONIOXKUTLCA, KTO CAUWKOM cnab? Peub naer o Tom,
4yTO6bl BOCMO/Ib30BATbCA MAPTHEPCTBOM, KOTOpOEe rapaHTupyeT cobcTBeHHOe cywectBoBaHue. U o
TOM, YTOObI HE NPOABAATb MUAOCTb. CUAbHbIE BbIXKUBYT, cnabble NOrMbHYT. Tbl cam roBopua Ham o6
3TOM: Hac cemepo, HO Bpat wectb. OanH ymper.

— Tbl OTBpaTUTE/IbHA, 3HAeLWb 06 3TOM?

— CoBcem HeaaBHO Tbl axgan meHA. Ho Tenepb A cKaxy Tebe oaHo, [keb. Tbl mor Obl
06138aTb MHOK, CO BCEM MPUYMTAOWMMCA, HO Tenepb CAMWKOM NO3AHO. HuKoraa, CabiWulb,
HUKOTAa Tbl HE KOCHeLbCA MeHsA cHoBa. Monpobyii, 1 A ybbio Tebs.

B yxace dxxeb otctynun. Katn 6bina He npocto Yyygosuuem. OHa bbina Henpeackasyema.

Henpeackasyema W... onacHa.

[xeb pa3BepHyncA M Nowen Hasag K orHo. OHM 6blan B NyTU BCEro OAMH AEHb, @ OH YXe
Ha*Kun cebe OoByx Bparos.

Korga Katn BcKope nocne xeba npuwna B narepb, OHa NpoLaa MMMO JlIeoHa, KOTOPbIN fexan
C OTKPbITbIMK Na3amu U ynblbHynca ei. Bce nn Bpema oH 6ogpctBoBan? Ha Hel 6Gblna TONbKO
pyballuKa ¢ A/IMHHbIM PYKaBOM, NoZ Helt oHa bblna HenpuKpbITa. Moao3peBan M OH YTO-TO?

3atem B3rnag JleoHa ckonb3Hyn mexay Axebom n Katm Tyaa-ctoga, v JIeoH ABYCMbICNIEHHO
cowypunca Ha Katu.

OHa nokasana emy cpegHuii naney,. OH 6eclymHo 3acmeancs. Ero rybbl coopmmnpoBanm ToNbKO
OAHO cNoBO: pu-ta*. YTo 6bl 3TO MOrNo 3HaUYUTL. (*B NepeBoge ¢ MCNAHCKOro: NPOCTUTYTKA)

C BbICOKO MOAHATOM rO/IOBON OHa MOBEPHY/ACb U CEPAUTO MOTOMAanNa Has3ad K pyybto — eM
HYYHO 6blN10 ycnokouTbeA. MopasmbicinTb. Koro eute Kpome [Keba MOXKHO 6b1710 B3ATb B COO3HUKM,
MoKa YTO OCTaBaNOCb Mo, BONPOCOM. EM HyXeH KTO-TO, BMecTe C KeM OHa Morna bbl AencTBoBaThb
coobuwa. TonbKO TaK OHa CMOMKET BbIKMBaTb AOCTAaTOYHO A40Ar0. B 3TomM M chegylowmx mupax,
KOTOpble e elLe NpeacTonT.

3a npeaenamm KOCTpa OHa ONYCTUAACb HA LUMPOKME KOPHU PALOM C TUXO KYPYALLMM PyYbeM.
3afymaBLIMCb, OHA OMycTMAa nanbubl B BoAy. o cnvHe npobexana xonogHaa p[poxb. OHa
norpysuna B BOAY HOMM, NPOX1a4a XOPOLWO AeNCTBOBAa HA Hee, MOMOrasaa el pasmbiWNATb.

OpHo el 6bIN10 ACHO: BCe MapHU Bbinn GU3NYECKM XOPOLLO CNOXKEHbI, Aa*Ke 3TOT MaMeHbKUH
CbIHOK TuaH. Koraa gpyrue Aesoykn ympyT, a K3TM HM Ha MUHYTY He COMHeBaNacb, YTO NepPBOI yMmpeT
[EBOYKa, eI HY)KEH KTO-TO, KTO byaeT 3a Hee 60poTbCcA, KOTOPbIN youn 6bl Apyrnx, 4ytTobbl OHa Mmorna
XUTb.

Ho Kto?

Tnan?

CnuvwKoMm 4yBCTBUTE/bHBIN. He NpupoxaeHHbI anaep. Ecam Hy»KHO ByaeT natn noyTH CTeHKa
Ha CTEHKY, OH, BEPOATHO, HAUYHET HbITb.

Mwuwa?

Bo3moKHO. OH XOpoLo BbIrNAAEN, Ka3anca yBepeHHbIM B cebe, 1 cuna, BeposATHO, ToXe bbina
npu Hem, Ho KaTn aoraapiBanack, YTO NONYYUTb ero byaeT He TaK NpPocCTo.

OcrtaBancsa euwe JleoH.

Kowka. NaeanbHblt napTHep, ecan 6bl OH He Obll NPOKAATOM OAMHOYKON. OH HUKOMY He
NnoBWHOBAACS, OblA YMHbIM, FOTOBbIM K 600 M HBeckomnpomuccHbiM. Caenatb ero MnocayWwHbIM
Ka3a/10Cb HEBO3MOXHbIM, HO, BO3MOXHO, CTOWN0 6bl BCe PaBHO NOMbITATLCA.

Tem He MeHee, ecnn Obl OHU AENCTBUTENIbHO CNPABUAUCL C Tem, YTODbl OCTaTbCcA BABOEM B
XMBbIX, /leoH 6bl 6pocun ee unm yoéun, oHa 3Hana ato. OH 6611 6ecnowageH.

OctaBanca Tonbko Muwa.
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OHa B340xHYyNa.

BHe3anHo, oHa ycablwana uto-T1o. Llopox? 3atem ewe pa3. Tenepb TpecHyno B noanecke. Katu
PbIBKOM BbiTalMaa HOTM U3 BOAbl U ONYCTUAACb Ha KOPTOYKK. [O0TOBaa noAanpbirHyTb. OHa npucena
OKOJI0O OAHOr0 M3 BbICOKMX MANOPOTHUKOB, KOTOpble pocauM BAOAb pydbA. OHa € ycuavem
BCMaTPMBanach B rNyHboKyto YepHYHO HOYb, KOTOPAA NeXKana nepeg Heu.

Bo Bpemsa nocneobeneHHOro otabixa OHa BUAENA, YTO JIeC NPOAO/IMKAETCA 3a pekoi bonee yem
Ha ABajLaTb METPOB. 33 HUM CKPbIBA/INCb HECKOHEYHblE MPOCTOPbI TPABAHOW PaBHUHbI. YTO Obl HU
Hanano Ha Muwy, OHO OXKMZAN0 ee Ha APYron CTOpoHe pyybA. OroHb 6bla CAIMWKOM AaNeKo, TaK YTo
OHO AOCTUTHET ee paHblle, a yHa oTbpacbiBana B 3TM HENPOHULAEMbIE 3aPOC/IN CKOPEEe TeHb, YEM
cseT. Tenepb OHa YTO-TO cabiwana. besownboyHo. CnoTbikatowmeca warn. KTo-to — nam 4to-t1o? —
WNo NpAMO Ha Hee. OHa ycablwana B340X, UM 3TO 6bl10 ee cobcTBeHHOe AbixaHne? OHa 3aTauna
AbixaHue. TuwmrHa. Katn 6bina rotoBa HabpocuTbCA Ha HE3BAHOIO rOCTA, €CM OH NOABUTCA Ha ApPYrom
CTOPOHE pyybA. MK, BO3MOKHO, OH YyrKe cToAN TaMm? B yepHoTe TbMa 6bl/1a HEMPOHULAEMOMN.

— Katu, Katu, noxanyncra, nomorn mHe! — 31o 6b1710 €4B8a M 4eM-TO BONbLIMM YeM LEenoT, U
BCe *Ke Ka3a/IoCb OrNyLWwmnTeNbHbIM. ITOT ro/1I0C OHa 3Hana. XOpowWo ero 3Hana. OH NpuMHaaaexan...

— JIn3? — K3aTu nonbiTanacb cectb, HO ee Tefi0 B 04HO MIHOBEHWE OKa3anoCb NapanmM30Bano.
OkameHeno. OHa 3Hana 3ToT roN0C Nyylle, YeM CBOM COOBCTBEHHbIN. K 3TOMY rosiocy NpmMcayLLMBaamch
Bce, xoTA K3Tu xapakTepu3oBana €ro Kak HagoegnauBblii NpuaaToK. KaTm 3Hana... HeT, OHa
HeHasugena ee ronoc. OHa HeHaBugena Jms.

Bce ob6palanu B3op TonbKo Ha HEE. Ha /lns. Ee npekpacHyto cecTpy. MoTtomy uto /13 bbina Kak
conHue. E€ nountanu Kak 6oruHio. U, no-suanmmomy, Jins bbina rae-1o Tam. KpukHu eir. O nomowum. K
ToMy e KaTu Tem, KTo 3abpan y /lu3 Bcé. Bcé. KaTu Tenepb NONHOCTbIO BEPHYNAch K *KMU3HU. OHa
yAbl6HyNacb. 34ecb He BbIN0 HUKOro, KTO 3alWmTuA bbl ee cecTpy. KaTu Hawynana B3MeTHYBLUMMUCA
NanbLamMmM HOX, CPATaHHbIN NoA NOAO0IOM pyballLKu.

— Jlns, rae Tbl? — OHa TUXO0 NOAHANACh. BOKpyr Hee Bce NO-NpeXKHeMy Obl10 YEPHbIM.

— Cioga, Katv, nomorn mHe, noxanyhcta! — KaTm npakTUyecku ynana B py4vein, Takou
XonoaHoi 6bina Boga. OHa Kasanacb eule 6osee rycto 4Yem MUHYTY Hasag. Ho Katu
npourHopmposana 60sb M HemelowWy FyxoTy B Horax. Creaylowmm warom oHa 61arononyyHo
Bblbpanack Ha apyroi beper.

[a, oHa 6blna ApAHHOM AEeBYOHKOW. HakoHeu, Npuwno Bpems pacnnatbl. Ha 3ToT pa3 oOHa
3abepet y /I3 nocnegHee, 4To y Hee OCTaNoCh.
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I'maBa 14

Ha cnepytoliee yTpo Tyumn yKpblaM HEOO TEMHO-CepbIM MOKPbIBa/IOM. bbllo 04eBUAHO, YTO OHO
He NPosACHUTCA. Tem He MeHee, HUYTO He npeaBeLLano Aoxaa, Mapu 3To 4yBCTBOBAsA, TaK KaK yxKe
ceilyac 6bl10 HEBBIHOCMMO AYLWIHO, OT CNEPTOro BAAXKHOrO BO3A4yXa, MCXOAMBLUEro OT 3eM/u, eé
oAexaa crtana Cblpon.

Mapu pasBepHynacb K AaBHO noracliemy KocTpy. OcCTasibHble elé cnanuv Uan, no KpamHewn
mepe, genann Bua. E€ KoHeyHocTn 6yato Hanunucb cBuHUOM. OHa npunogHanacb. [onaruni
BYEPALLHUI NOXO4 CTOM/I el NMpakTUYecKn Bcex cun. HeBepoaTHO, YTO OHa BoobOLLEe cmoraa AOWUTU
ctoga. Ho uTo ke »AOET Hac cerogHA?

E€ B3rnsa HEYTOMMMO CKO/Ib3WJ1 MO MOASHE U BAPYr OHAa 3aMeTUIa NYyCTOM CnasjibHblA MELLOK.
OuyeBMAHO, KTO-TO YKe BCTan M OCTaBWA CBOU Belly 6e3 BHUMaHUA Bo3e fareps.

Mapu ocmoTpenacb U 3ameTmna, YTo Katn Hurage He 6b110. MMeHHO KaTu, To camolt, Komy Tak
WM MHaye He CTOMO0 A0BepATb B NyTU. Mapu noaospesasna, YTo Ta AeBYLUKA OCTaBMaa ee B NMoKoe
TOJIbKO MO OAHOWN-eAMHCTBEHHOM NMpPUYMHE: OHa Oblia Tak cnaba. NoTomy YTO OHa He npeaBellana
onacHocTb 1 Ana Katu bbila CAMWKOM He3HauuTeNbHbIM 3/10M. U, BEPOATHO, APYrMm Ka3asocb TOYHO
TaK Xe.

Ho oHM moramn gymaTb, 4TO XoTenu.

Mapwu BCTana, NOTAHYAACb M 3aTeM MOLWa K peKe, YToObl MOMbITbCS.

OHa o cux nop 3agasanacb Bonpocom o npownom. «OTKyga a»? Ho oHa He morna Hantm
BHYTPM ceba HMKAKUX OTBETOB, TO/IbKO TPEBOXHblE 00pa3sbl. B 3TUX BMAEHMAX OHa Oblna ele
MafieHbKOM, M3ALLHOM AEBYLKOW, KOTOpasa /iexana B KpoBaTu M 6osnacb. HeT, He TemHOTbl. He
MOHCTpa B KpoBaTw.

OHa 60sanacb TOro, YTO ABEPb OTKPOETCA, N €ro OCBELLLEHHaA TeHb YNaAeT B €e KOMHaTYy.

Ho kem oH 6bin? OHa Kak pa3 obocHoBanacb Ha oA4HOM M3 6OMbLUMX KAMHEN B BoAe, Koraa
3ameTmna Katn. CHayana oHa 3aMeTu/ia TO/IbKO ee BONOCbI. PbiKniA UBeT 6aecTen B TYCKIOM CBETE.
OHa nerkana Tam CTPaHHO M3OrHYBLUMCb, HO 3TO BbIFALENO TaK, Kak byaTo OHa TO/bKO chnana. B
oOgHOM npbiXKKe Mbapu nepeckoumna yepes pycio pydybs U nobexana K Katu, Bbirnagesweit
6e3XM3HEHHO, KaK BOCKOBas KyK/a.

Korga oHa nogowna 6amke, BblACHUANOCL, YTO KaTn He cnana. HeT, ee rnasa 6biaM LUMPOKO
OTKPbITbI, @ rybbl ABMFanncb B HENPEPbIBHOM, 6€33By4HOM LLenoTe.

— Katn? — Mbapu nomeannna, Korga KocHynacb AeBylikM. Ho 3aTem oHa cobpasna Bce cBoe
MY}KECTBO 1 NOTPsACAa ee 3a nae4vyo. — Katu, c Toboi Bce B nopsake?

Kasasnocb, pbixkeBonocas AesyllKa BO3BpalllaeTcsa nsganeka. Ee seneHble rnasa BNuanch B Hee,
HO TYT M3pu 3ameTua HOX, KoTopbi KaTn aeprkana B pyke. OHa B ucnyre oTcTynuna Hasag,. Moyemy
y Hee HOX? Y JleoHa e Obl/1 eAMHCTBEHHbIN, OH Aan ero en?

KsTn npocnegmna 3a ee B3rnAg0M M MIHOBEHHO BCKOYMJA Ha Horu. OHa cmoTpesia Ha Hee
Bpa)kaebHo, CTpaHHOE, He3eMHOe BblpaXKeHue nLa cpasy ucyesno.

«HeT, oH b6blN y Hee cpa3dy, HO OHA CNPATA/a ero OT Hac».

— Ka1uy, uTo...

OnacHo pa3maxmBas nepes Hen HOXOM, KaTu meaieHHO ABUranack Ha Hee.

— M>3pu, maneHbKaa Mapu. Tbl AyMaellb, YTO Tbl BbIXKMBELLb, €CIN TONbKO Byaellb A0CTaTOYHO
ManieHbKoM. Ho Tenepb y Hac HeT TaliH, y Teba 1 meHA. A? — K3TU cHUCXOAUTENbHO el yablGHynach.
— Ecnum Tbl paccKaxelwb OCTa/bHbIM YTO-TO O TOM, KaK Hall/ia MeHA, U 0 HoXe, — M3spu He morna
cAenaTb HUYEro ApYroro, KPOMe Kak CMOTPeTb MPAMO Ha fe3Bue, KoTopoe Katm gepana npamo
nepeg ee 1MUOM, — Tor4a s IMYHO N03aboYyCb O TOM, YTO Tbl HE NEPEXKMBELLb BCE 3TO.
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Mapu monya kKuBHyna. OHa He MOr/ia OTBECTM B3r/A4a OT HOXKa, KOTOPbIN K3Tn HEeOXnaaHHO
3aKpbl/ia M KOTOPbIM McYe3 B KapMaHe ee pybawku. N koraa Mapu HaKoHew, cMoria 0TOpBaTh B3rNAL4,
oT 3emnu, Katn ncyesna.

lMocne TOro Kak paHO yTpOM MmoJiogble JoAM HanoJIHWAM CBOW OYTbIIKM BOAOM, U MO
HeobXo4MMOCTU MOMBIINCL B PY4Ybe, OHW MOKUHY/IM NecC U CHOBa OTMPABW/INCL B OANEKNE 3eMIN.
PackaneHHbI BeTep paccekan paBHUHY. B Hebe Ha paccseTe 6nectena 3Be3ga, B HanpasBAeHWUM
KOTOPOM Haxoannacb Ux Lenb. OHW HaABMIANNCL HA Aa/IbHUE FOpbl, e4Ba 3aMeTHble 33 061akamu.

Bce norpy3mance B mpayHble mbican. [JHEBHOW CBET Obln NPUIAYLWIEH, U OHW YyBCTBOBA/IU, YTO
yrposa, KoTopaa nNpuTannacb B TEMHOTE M NoAXWaana ux, ctana bonee owytumoint. 3anpetHoe AnA
OXOTbl Bpemsi Mpowno. MX KOy 3aK0/0/10, a BONOCbl HA 3aTbl/IKe BCTaAn AblbOm, Korga OHu
YCNbILWANAN BAANM NEPBbIN XpUNabln pes. OXOTHUKM CHOBA BEPHY/IUCh.

HuWKTO B rpynne He MPOM3HEC HU C/I0BA M Ja)Ke He MPOKOMMEHTMPOBAN HeJaBHME TPOMKME
KPUKWN. OHUM WM rycbkom cnegom 3a [xxebom, noBecMB roNoBbl U Aaxke He rnaga, Kyaa mayT. Katu
3aMblKana LenouykKy.

[>keb nbiTanca COXpaHUTb BbICOKMIM TEMM, HO TaK, YTOObl HE Pa3pbIBaTb LENOYKY NOAPOCTKOB.
HeckonbKo pa3 oH nogo3pesan, Yto Katu otaenunacb OT HMX, NOTOMY YTO OHa BCerga ocraBanacb
CTOATb B HECKOJIbKMX LWarax nos3aAm HUX M OTYAAHHO CKaHWMPOBaAsa FOPU3OHT MO3aAM HUX, Koraa
AYMana, YTo HUKTO 3TOro He 3ameyaeT. Ewe yTpom nepes Tem, Kak OTNPaBUTLCA B NyTb, OHa Ka3anacb
CTpaHHO 6ecnokoiHoW, 6e3 NonHoro Hag cobol KOHTPONA Kak 06blyHO. besrpaHWyHas ApoOCTb
pasropenacb BHyTpM [keba, Korga oH nogyman o npowegwent Houn. OcobeHHO OH 31MnAcA Ha cebA.
B TaHe oH Hageanca, yto Katn B byaywem noctoaHHO byaeT AepKaTbCcA Noganblue OT Hero.

Korga [keb ocmoTpenca BO BTOPOM pa3, OH MbIC/IEHHO TNyboKo B3g0XHyA. [Moka Bce
OCTafibHble BblNM AOCTATOMHO 6oApbl, YyKe OblI0 ACHO, YTO M3pK He CMOMKET AeprKaTb 3TOT Temn
A0CTAaTOYHO onro. Ee nMuo nokpacHeno, u oHa TAXKeno Ablwana.

Y10 Ham BoobLLe C Hel aenatb? Mbl HE MOXEM OCTaBUTb €e, HO OHa He MOMKET yCcneTb 3a MX
TEMMOM.

MM npeacToano maplwnMpoBaTh eLLe Lesblid AeHb, M K TOMY }Ke eLLe B 3TUX XKYTKUX cymepkax. U
CUNA COMHLA, M Kap OrHA CerogHA He 3alMUTAT UX OT OXOTHMKOB. OHWM A0/KHbI ObiTb OYeHb
OCTOPOXKHbI. [laxe 3Be34a Ka3anoCb HACTO/NbKO OA/IEKO, KaK HUKOrAa paHble. Tenepb gaxke [Jxkeb
yTpaTUA CBOK 4acCTb ONTMMM3MA, OH C YAOBOALCTBMEM nepefan bbl PpyKOBOACTBO rPynmnon Komy-
HWBYAb APYroMy, HO BMECTO 3TOro OH HEOAHOKPATHO rOBOPUA UM O My»KecTBe. HO HUKTO He OTBETUA
emMy ynblibKkoM, aarke [)KeHHa He nogHANa roN0BY, KOrga oH 06paTuaca K Hell.

B ero ronose 3a3By4anu TUxMe, HO HacTonumBble cnoBa. OHM O6blM CNOBHO pJanékoe
BOCNOMMHAHME O HEKOM ronoce, ¢ KOTOpPbIM OH Obln 3HAaKOM, HO He MOr onpeaennTb, KOMY OH
npuHagnexxan. Myapble coBa U3 NPOLUIOro: Kaxabli npeasoantens obpeyeH NPUHMMATDL peLleHnn
B OA4MHOUYKY. ITU cNoBa BbIN NPOU3HECEHDBI TOTOCOM MOXKMIOTO MYXKUYMHbI M [)Keby HPaBMIOCb KaK
OH 3By4an. IToro 6b110 AOCTATOYHO, YTOObI €ro HaKpblo YyBCTBO OblNON 3awmieHHOCTU. Ho oHO
BMMUT YNETYYNNOCh, KOrAa No3aan rpoOMKO 3aKkpumyana [IxKeHHa.

[>xeb 6bicTpo 06epHyncA. C MCKaXKEHHbIM OT 601K ANLLOM OHa NeXKana Ha 3eM/ie U AeprKanacb
3a npasylo noabiKKy. Hepgonro ayman, Oxeb c6pocnn cBoi proK3aK M ONYCTUICA Ha KONEHWU BO3/e
Heé. OHa nexana Ha BboOKy M NocTaHbIBasa. [locTeneHHO ocTasibHbie TOXe Pa3BePHYANCb M coObpanunch
BOKpYr AKeHHbl u [Keba.

- Y70 cnyumnock? Tel ywmnbnach?

CKBO3b KPeNKo COMKHYTbIe rybbl [I)keHHa npobopmoTana:

- A CNOTKHYIacb M NOABEPHYNA HOTY.

- Jai MHe B3rnaHyTb.
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[)KeHHa aABymA pykamum obxBaTuna Hory. [x>keb OCTOPOXKHO MNOTAHYA CTYMNHIO HA cebs 1 Koraa oH
JIErKo cxBaTun e€, [I)>KeHHa 3apblyana ot 60u.

- HactonbKo Na1oxo? - cnpocun OH.

[)xeHHa 6€3M0NBHO KMBHYNA.

- OHa, cKopee Bcero, nonasaa B OAHY U3 3TUX YEPTOBbIX KPOAUUYbUX HOPOK. MuLla, BOH, yKe
XOPOLO O HMX 3HAEeT, — NPULLENCA K cnosy JleoH. Muwa npocsepann JleoHa B3rnagom, HO yaepanca
OT oTBeTa. — Bo3moXHO, OHa ciomana Hory.

Bce B3gporHynn. Cnomatb HOry 0O3Hayano He MNPOCTO HEBO3MOXHOCTb WMATU Aanblle. ITO
03HAYano BEPHY CMepTb.

Oxeb npusBan K cnokonctemto. OH He 6bln roToB K xygwemy. Muwa npucen sosne [xeba u
OCMOTpPEeN NoAbIKKY [I>KEeHHbI.

— B 0obwem, A He Aymato, YTo OHa cnoMaHa. MNog Koxen He BUAHO KOCTU M CTONA HAaXOAUTCA NOA,
€CTeCTBEHHbIM Yr/10M K Hore. MOXHO?

[KeHHa KnBHyna.

- Bo3MoKHO 6yaeT 60/1bHO, HO i XO4Y 3HaTb, MOXKELLb /1M Tbl MOLIEBENTb CTOMOM.

[>KeHHa cTucHyNa 3y6bl M KMBHYNA eLé pas.

Muwa akkypaTHO obxBaTun eé cTony U NoABuran e cnpasa-HaneBo, CBEpPXy-BHWU3. HMKakoro
COMPOTUBAEHUA He BblN0, HO NPU KAXKAOM ABUNKEHUU [IKEHHA KPUBMAACb U CTOHaNa. HKemMuyKuHbI
noTa BbICTYMW/IN Ha ee nLe U MeaSIeHHO CTeKanu No rnasam u Hocy.

— Al gymato, OHA TONbKO BbIBUXHYTA. OObIMHO TaKoe 3a)KMBaeT 3a napy AHeRn, HO A0 Tex nop
nyywe nobepeyb Hory. Ho npu AaHHbIx obctoaTenbcTBax? COBCTBEHHO, HAaM HYXHO YTO-HWUOYAb,
4TOObI OX1AANTL 3TO MECTO, TaK KaK OHO onpeae/ieHHO ONyXHeT.

— OTKyAa Tbl BCe 3TO 3HaelWb? — cnpocun JIeoH.

— bes3 noHATMA, A NpocTo 3Hato 3T0. Mapu, Aalh MHe, NOXKanymncra, OUHTHI.

Mapwu nokonanacb B CBOEM PHOK3aKe, 3aTem gocTana 6onbLwon pynoH GUHTOB.

— [aBait a caenato, s ymeto, — NpeasioKunia oHa.

Muwa BONpPOCUTENbHO NMOCMOTPENA HA Hee, HO OHa, KaxeTcA, 6blia B yBepeHa, No3sToOMy OH
npeaocTasun et mecto. [xkeb goctan csoto ByTbIIKY C BOAOW U3 plOK3aKa M nogan ee Mapu.

— [an e ogHy Tabnetky M nonem 3TUM Ha MOBA3KY. DTO OXNAAMUT HOTY U caenaeT NoBA3KY
TYy)K€, TaK YTO OMYX0/ib HE CMOXET CMIbHO PAaCcNpPOCTPAHUTBLCA, — M NOC/Ae Nay3bl OH NpobopmoTan: —
3TU BCMbIWKN BOCNOMUHAHWI O4YEHb TPEBOXKAT, HE TaK /IN?

[)XeHHa no3Bosnaa Nomoyb en cectb M bblna 6narogapHa ocmoTpy Mapu, KoTopas Havana
[0BOJIbHO NpodeccMoHanbHO HakNaAablBaTb MNoBA3Ky. Ixkeb M Muwa nogHAAMCL M NOAOWAM K
OCTaNbHbIM, CTOABLIMM HECKO/IbKO B CTOPOHe. — OHAa He CMOMKeT nepeasuratbCA B TAKOM COCTOAHUM.
Ham Hy)XHO MATM Ha3az K pydbto UK necy, 4Tobbl caenaTb A8 Hee HOCUIKKU, — 06baBuA [xKeb.

— Het, — yBepeHHO Bo3pasua JleoH. — Mbl He caenaem 3Toro. Mbl nonaem ganblue.

— Tbl xouewb 6pocntb ee? — npowwmnen xeb.

— [a, n ecnn 6bl Tbl MOT ACHO MbICAINTb, Tbl 3HaAN Obl, YTO 3TO €4MHCTBEHHAA BO3MOXHOCTb, —
otBeTun JleoH. Ero nuuo Huyero He Bbiparkano. OH yxe caenan Heobxogumble BblBOAbI M3
CNOXKMBLUENCA cUTyaumn. — Mbl He MOXKeM B3ATb ee € CO60M, U ecin OHa He MOXKeT naTK cama. Mol
OONKHbI ee OCTaBUTb.

— JleoH... — [keb caenan war sBnepea,.

— Y10 Thbl XO4elwWb caenatb? Bpesatb MHe no mopae? — JleoH Bbinpsimuaca. Bce paBHO OH 6bin
He Bblle Hoca [)keba. — A To/NIbKO roBOpIo NpaBAay.

— Ham Hy»KHO BO3BpaLLLATbCA Ha3aA B JieC K py4Ybio U COOPYAUTb HOCUTKM.

— A notom?

— 3aTem Mbl NOHecem ee K BpaTam.
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— AX, Aa, 1 4YTO e npousonaet notom? Tbl yxe nogyman 06 aTom? Mbl pewinm, KTo npornaet
yepes BpaTa, a KTO ocTaHeTcs 34ecb? KTo-TO M3 Hac, KTO MpuTawmT [)KEeHHY K nopTany, OOMKeH
noxepTBoBaTb COOOM, Aarke ecn Obl OHA HMKOrAa He aobpanack 6bl TyAa 6e3 Halwen nomoLm?

— Torpa s oTKasbiBaloCb OT cBoero mecra. Mbl Bo3bmem [KeHHY C cO60OMN, N eCNnU CMOXKEM
[06paTbca 40 BPAT, A OCTAHYCb 34,€ECb.

JleoH cKkpmBuA rybbl 1 yHbIIO NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro.

— [keb, 37O AeNCTBUTENbHO CMEsIo, CEPbe3HO, HO 3TO He cpaboTtaeT. Bo-nepsbix, 6osee yem
BEPOATHO, YTO Tbl BCE-TAKM peLlmLb NO-4PYromy, Koraa ot aToro byaeTt 3aBUCeTb TBOA KU3Hb, W...

[xeb He xoTen cnopuTb, HO JleoH NpeaocTeperatowe NOAHAN PYKY U NPOAOIKUA TOBOPUTb. —

. BO-BTOPbIX, Aa*Ke eCn Tbl AeUCTBUTENIbHO OCTaHEeLWbCs, KTO CKasan Tebe, 4TO Mbl NOTALWMM ee C
coboit B cneaytollem mupe 3a coboin? — JIeoH NON0XKMA PYKY Ha nsedo [eba. — MHe o4YeHb *Kanb,
YTO A He MOHCTpP. Ecnm Bbl TBOE NpeasoKeHne MMeno cMbica, A 6bl nomor Tebe HecTu [MKeHHy, HO
nocyam: CNacTu ee ¥U3Hb, 03HA4YaeT CMepTb A/18 BCeX Hac.

Cnosa JleoHa 6biau cypoBbIMU. MNpaBANBbIMU U KECTOKMMM, HO BCe paBHO [)Keb He Obln roToB
caaTtbes.

— Y710 HacueT Bac? — OH NoBepHyACcA K TuaHy, Katn n Muwe. — Bbl nomoxKeTe MHe?

Muwa monya nokayan ronoBoi, 3aTeM OH OTBEPHY/ICA M nowen npodb. KaTn nocnepgosana 3a
HUM 6e3 npomeaneHua. Tonbko TnaH NPoAOKaN ele MIHOBEHME CMAETb Ha MecCTe, a 3aTeM TUXO

npousHec:
— MHe Xanb, — 1 TaKxe ywen.
— Ecnm xouewb, A obbAcHO [dKeHHe BCE HacYeT Hee, — CMOKOMHO npeanoxun fSleoH. OH

KOpOTKO noxsionan xeba no nnevy. — Oxeb, Tl — MANOT, €CAM NbiTaellbCA CNAacTU ee, HO AenaThb,
YTO He CMOXKeLlb OCUANTB!

N c atum JleoH nowen K [dKeHHe, ONyCcTUACA Ha KONEHW M 3aroBopun ¢ Hei. OHa m3gana
OTYAAHHbIMA BCXNAMM. 3aTeM OH MMaBHO NOAHAACA M nowen K Muwe, TnaHy u Katm, KoTopble yxe
*KOanm ero.

[xeb onycTuaca Ha 3em1to PAAOM C [3KeHHON.

— fl ocTaHycb 3aechb U nomory Tebe, — BHe3anHo npousHecsaa Mapu.

[xeb yaMBneHHO ycTaBU/CA Ha Hee.

— TbI?

— [a, a. Ml caenaem HOCUNIKN.

— Het, — otBetnn Oxeb. — Y 1ebs He xBaTUT cua, 4Tobbl NPOMTU Yepes 3To. Ham npuaercs
caenaTb 60/bLLION KPIOK. A ec/iv Tbl MOCTpadaellb, i He CMOTY TalLUTb Bac ABOUX.

— A cnpasntocb, — HacTauBana Mapu. — A cunbHee, Yem Bbl BCe gyMaeTe.

[»XeHHa BbITepsa c/iesbl C ML U nocmoTtpena Ha Mapwu.

— JleoH npaB. Bbl A4ONXKHbI OCTaBUTb MEHS, €C/IU XOTUTE KNUTb. A caenato 31o. Kak-HnMbyab.

—f ocTaHycb ¢ To6on, — pewntenpHo 3aasun Ixeb.

— [»keb, HeT. Ecnn mbl Hangem Bpata, uto Torga? Tl TOXKe noxepTayellb coboi? Ecamn 3aech
AOJ/IKEH BbIXKUTb OAMH, TO NYCTb 3TO Byaelub Tbl.

— Ecnam mbl Byaem Tam, A nNpuaymatro 4To-HMbyab, — HactamBan [xeb. — Ho Tbl, Mapuy,
OONXKHA NoUTK ¢ apyrumu. Moxkanyicra. Caenait astTo pagu ceba, nau.

— Ho A e He mory...

— Ho, Tbl MOKelb, — cKasana [xeHHa. — Ecam 6bl A He ynana, Toraa Tol 6bi1a 6bl TON, KTO He
aonaeT Ao BpaT, U Tbl 3Haewb 06 3Tom. MMOCMOTPKM Ha 3TO KaK Ha LWAHC CNAcTM CBOM KU3Hb, —
[eHHa cxBaTuna pyky Mapu 1 Kpenko ckasia ee mexkay CBOMMU cOBCTBEHHbIMM pykamn. — Mapwu,
noxanymcra, ugu.
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TemHOBO/IOCAA AeBYLWKA HeyBepeHHO nogHanacb. OHa gonro cmotpena Ha [xeHHy, 3atem
nowna K rpynne JleoHa. Monogpble ntoam Kak pas HageBann pProK3aKku, roTOBACh YXOA4UTb.

Oxxeb ToKe nogHAnca. OH nogan 3Han JIeoHy, 4TO XO4YeT NOroBOPUTbL C HUM HaeauHe, npexae
yem rpynna oTnpaBuUTCA B NMyTb.

— JleoH?

— Y10?

— A npowy y Teba HOXK. fl He xouy 6bITb 6e33aWMTHBIM, U €CNU 3aULET C/INLLKOM...

TaTyMpoBaHHbIN IOHOLWA HE APOTHY.

— Her, Oxeb.

— A 3Hato TebA AO0CTAaTOUYHO XOpOLWoOo, YTOObI YyTBEPKAATb, YTO Tbl 3TOUCT, HO He BeccepAeyHbli.
[ai MHe HOX.

— Moaymain 060 MHe, 4TO xo4Yelb, HO A He oTaam Tebe HOXK. fl... — OH NOCMOTPEen Ha ApPYrux.
— OH Ham HyeH TaKKe KaK Bac, eCn Mbl XOTUM BbIXKUTb.

[xeb 3Han, yto JleoH 6bin nNpas.

— Tbl MOXKelb B3ATb ero, — JIeoH, K ero yamBneHuio, BAOXKWA B €ro pyKy CBOe Konbe, KoTopoe
OH TaK MHOrO 4YacoB Bblpe3an. — Torga Tbl byaewb He coBcem 6e33aWMUTEH, KOT4a OHWM MPUAYT.
Kpome Toro 3To oT/nyHbIM nocox. Tebe oH NoHazobuTca.

beamonsHo [keb cmoTpen Ha Konbe.

— Cnacubo, /leoH, — BbINa/NA OH HaKoHeLl,.

— Bce B nopsagke, npuaAtenb. 3a TO, YTO Tbl Aenaellb, Tbl 3aCAYKUA MOE YyBaXKeHue, — OH
konebanca. — B gpyroe Bpems, B APYrON }KXU3HWU, Mbl MOTAK Bbl CTaTb APY3bAMMU... UAN YTO-TO B 3TOM
poae.

[xeb TaXKeno rnoTHyA.

— Y MeHsA ecTb ele oaHa npocbba.

JleoH KMBKOM Aan emy NOHATb, YTO HYXKHO NPOA0/IKATb FOBOPUTD.

— Ob6ewan mHe, yTo foBegelb Mapu A0 BpaT. ITO He A0NKHO ObITb HaNpPacHO.

JleoH OTKpbITO NnocMmoTpen Ha [xeba.

— A mory Tebe noobewaTb ToNbKO NonbiTaTbcA. A 6yay el nomoraTb A0 TeX NOp, NOKa OHa
cama cMoxKeT 6exaTb M ocTaBaTbCA B rpynne. Ecam s pewy oTAennTbCA OT OCTa/lbHbIX, A OCTaB/O ee.
[o Tex nop A caepKy cBoe C/0BO.

O 6onbliem [1xkeb He mor NpocuTsb.

KYTKMIA peB yrotoBuA MX NpoLWaHuto BbiCTpbIn KoHel,. MocnewHo cobpaHHble YaeHbl rpynmnbl
HEBOJIbHO NPUXANUCh APYr K Apyry, a [)KeHHa npuyKanacb K 3emne. Mapu 3aKpblaa rnasa, HO 3TO He
NOMOII0 NPOTMB NPOHM3bIBAIOLLErO BU3ra, KOTOPbIM, Ka3anocb, 6bIcTpo Npubankancs Yyepes cTenb U
HanosHAN cobon Becb BO3A4yX BOKPYr. OH HaNnOMMHanN CTato XULWHWMKOB, KOTOPbIE B3AN CBEXWUI Cnea,

— Bam Hy»HO naTu.

JleoH NpoTAHYN emy PYKYy.

— Ypaun.

— Tebe u apyrum TOXKe.

TaTynpoBaHHbIN LOHOLIA OTBEPHY/ICA U NOLWeN K OCTaJibHOM YacTu rpynnobl. bes npomeanenua
NATEpO 3alwaranun nNpoyb. Bckope nocne 3Toro BbICOKAA TpaBa NOr0TUAA UX GUTypbl.
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[xxeb onyctunca pagom ¢ [I)KeHHOW, KOTOpas MeXAy TeM CHOBA NOAHANACH.

— Tbl ONKEH MONTM C HUMM, — CKa3ana OHA He rA4A Ha Hero.

— HeT, — ero oTBeT NpPo3BYyYa/l NOYTK Bbli3blBAIOLLE.

— Moyemy Tbl genaewb 3T0? ECAM Tbl KepTBYeLlb CBOEWN XKU3HbIO pPaay MeHs, Torga Mbl 0ba
nponagem.

— fl penato 3To He ana 1ebsa, a aenato 3To AnA cebs. Ecam a octasnto Tebs 34ech, BCE OCTa/ibHOE
bynetr 6eccmbiCneHHO. BO3MOXHO, A BbIXXMBY, HO A HWKOrA4a He CMOTry BbIHECTU MbIC/b, 4TO
NOXepPTBOBA KM3HbIO 4PYrOro.

— Mo KpanHen mepe, Tbl 6bl BbIXKUA, @ TaK Mbl BEPOATHO 06a ympem.

[xeb nokayan ronoson.

— Eweé He ckopo.

— Ecnum c Toboit yto-To NponsonaeT, — ropbKo npousHecsa AxkeHHa. — Torga s 6yay B oTBeTe
3a TBOIO CMepPTb, TaK ny4ywe?

— HerT, He 6yaewb. 3To moe cobcTBEHHOE peLleHue.

— Ecnn 6bl A He ynana...

— J70 Ke beccmbicNieHHana AMcKyccua. Bce TaK, Kak ecTb, AymaTtb « a ecnn 6bi» Ham He
NMOMOXKET.

OHM Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMA 3aMONYANN.

— Kak gymaelb, y Hac ecTb WaHC M3b6erkaTb BCTPEUM C 3TOM BOKOLWEN CTael? — cnpocmna
LXeHHa.

[»xeb npucnywanca, HO B A@aHHbIK MOMEHT OXOTHMKOB COBCEM He BbIN10 CbILWHO.

Y70 3aCTaBMIO UX YMONKHYTb? YTO 3aCTaBMNO UX ABUraTbCA?

— Ho OHM, no-BMAMMOMY, elle He HanaAuM Ha Haw caed. ITO 3HAYMT, YTO Yy HAC ecTb
npeumyLLecTBo. KoTopoe Ham CTOUT UCMONb30BaTb, — OTBETWU/ OH.

— W KaK Tbl cobupaelubcs 3To caenatb?

[>keb yKNnoHUACA OT OoTBETa.

— Mbl He MOXXEM OCTaBaTbCA HA OTKPbITOM MECTHOCTM, 34ECb Mbl JIerKas A0b6bl4a. ITO 3HAUMUT,
YTO HaM HY)XHO BEPHYTbCA HA3a4, B IeC M OCTaTbCA TaM. XOTA 3TO U ByAeT U3HYPUTENLHO, HO A AYMato,
YTO TaK Nyylle, MOTOMY YTO Mbl ByAem 3alLMLLEHbI OT *Kapbl U HEMOrOAbl U CMOXKEM HalTu Boay. U
€Ccn Mbl He 3ab1ygMmcsa B necy, TO CMOXKeM A06paTbca A0 nopTana.

Y1o 6bl OH HM roBopwAa, HO GaKT bBbin pakTOM: OHM OyayT ABMraTbCA ropasgo MepieHHee,
noTomy 4to [KeHHe NpuAETCa XpOMaTb HAa OA4HOM HOre UAM emy NpuaeTca eé HecTu. Yepes nec, rae
ryCTOM KyCTapHWK, HET TPOMbl AW JOPOrK, 3TO ByAeT CTOUTb MHOTO CUA.

Ho [I)KeHHa He yHMManaco.

— Xopowo, HO YTO Tbl cObUpaeLbcA caenaTb, YTO6bl OXOTHUKKU He NpecnefoBaiv Hac?

— Al nongy 3a J/leoHOM 1 ocTanbHbIMK. [locneayto 3a HUIMUM HEKOTOPOE BPEMA U yTONYY TPaBy,
OCTaBMB YeTKMe cneabl, TaK YTO HalKW npecnefoBaTenn NOMAyT NO OYEBMAHbLIM CAeAam rpynnbl U
3abyayT o Hac.

— Ecnn 1BOI NnaH cpaboTaeT, Tbl NOABEPrHEeLlb OCTa/IbHbIX 60/1bLION ONACHOCTY.

— Y70 eweé mbl AOMKHBI caenatb? OHU AW Mbl, HO A AyMato, YTO TaK AaNneko He 3anaet. Ux
NATEPO, HUKTO He PaHeH, OHM MOryT yberKaTb, @ Mbl HeT.

— A ecnm 3710 He cpaboTaeT?

[>xeb NnpuctanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— 3TOo NpoCTOo A0MKHO cpaboTaTb. [lpyroro waHca y Hac HerT.

[xeb cnepoBan 3a rpynnoi oKoao Aecatm MUHYT. OH caenan HeCKO/IbKO HeBO/bLINX LIAroB,
yTpambosBbiBaa Tpony, 6un TpaBy Konbem WU sioman ctebnn, 3atem nocnewnn obpaTtHo K [KeHHe.
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Korga oH pgobpanca fo Hee, TO BOANWM CHOBA YC/AblWAA OTAENbHbIE, YXKACHO 3By4vallune KpuKu. B
Hanpas/ieHWUN, OTKyAa OHW NPULIAN, HUYEro He 6bilno BUAHO. OHM MONYa CMOTPenu Tyaa HeEKOTopoe
Bpems.

— Ham Hy»KHO OTNPaBAATLCA B NyTb, — NOCMNELWHO cKa3an [dxeb.

OH npoTaHYA pYKY [KeHHe M NoAHAN e€ Ha HOrM, NPU 3TOM pyKaB eé pyballKku 3agpancs, n oH
yBUAEN MAJIEHbKYIO, 3Be340006pa3HyI0 TaTyMPOBKY HAa BHYTPEHHeW CTOpoHe 3anAcTbA. Ewe ao toro,
KaK OH CMOT YAMBUTBLCA YETKMM IMHUAM, PYKaB COCKONb3HY/1 06PaTHO Ha NpeXKHee MecTo U CnpsaTan
MeTKy. Jxeb oTmeTnn npo cebs, 4to CTOUT CNPOCUTL [AXKEHHY O 3HAYEHUM CMMBONA MPU CAEAYIOLLEN
BO3MOXHOCTW. [I)KeHHa CToANa HAa O4HOM HOre, OHA Ka3anacb HeyBepPEeHHOW.

Ei mewan proksak. [xkeb 3abpan ero y Hee u nepenoxKua cogepkmmoe B CBOWN. [AKEHHUH OH
6pocun Ha 3emto.

— Bce xopowo? — cnpocun Oxeb.

Y [eHHbl Ha nby BbicTynun noT. OHa KMBHY/NA M cAenana nepsblil OCTOPOXKHbLIA MPbIXKOK.
CHavana emy 6bl10 CNOXKHO MOMMATb €€ 6anaHc, HO MPU KaKAOM C/leAylolem Lware CTaHOBUIOCh
npouue.

3710 6bI10 YTOMUTENbHO. OHM NpoAaBUrannch Brepes 6ecKoHeYHO MeasieHHo. VX yBepeHHOCTb
yracana c KaxablM Larom.

Boi axom oTparkanca Ha PacCTOAHWUK, HO KaK JA/IEKO HA CAMOM Aene H6bliv OXOTHUKHK, [Keb He
MOr onpeaenutb. Botowme ronoca Kasaimcb CMYTHO 3HAaKOMbIMW WU CTPAHHO 3HAKOMbIMM, OHM
3aCTpeBasn B ro/sIoBe M MOBTOPAIUCL B Hel cHoBa. CHoBa M cHoBa [keb obopaumBancs, NbiTasacb
PaccMOTPETb TEHb UX NPecneaoBaTeNelt B BbICOKOW TpPaBe, HO MX BCe ele He Bbla10 BUAHO.

Bo3moXkHO, npowen Yyac u BoW M3MeHuncsa. Kpuku 3Byvann BosbyKAeHHO, auKo. [xkeb mor
TONbKO NpegnonaraTb, YTO OHW AOCTUIAM MecCTa, rae [eHHa nopaHunack. OH Bce elle ragan, Kak
eMy CTOMUT MNpeacTaBnATb CYLLEeCTB, KOTOpPble OXOTUAUCL Ha HUX. Muwa pacckasbiBan o0 negaHOM
Xonoae, KOTOpbIM UCXOAMA OT HUX. Ho Honblwe yem napbl MOXOMWX HA TeHb Guryp, KoTopble
obcnenoBanv NPUTONTaHHYO TPaBy M OOHIOXMBAIM OCTABNEHHbIN NO3aaM PHOK3aK, [xkeb He pelanca
npeactasuTb. MypaliKkm nobexanu no teny.

Y70, ecnu Tptok ¢ panblumMBbIM cnegom He cpaboTtaet?

Pagpom c Hum nbixtena [keHHa. OHa 6bina obeccuneHa. Mexxay Tem el Tpeboasocb
HECKO/MIbKO CEKYHZ ANA KaXKAOoro MNpbI’KKa U B KOHLE KaXAOoro npu3eMieHus OHa PUCKOBAHHO
Kayanacb. Korga oHa ynaget — TO/IbKO BOMPOC BpemeHM, a [xkeb He Obln yBepeH, CMOXKET /i1 OH
nNpeaocTaBnUTb AOCTAaTOYHO Pe3epBHbIX CUJ, YTOObl MOMMaTb ee B PeLLAOLLMA MOMEHT.

— Mol caenaem naysy, — ckasan [keb , XxoTa BCe BHYTPM HEro Kpu4yano o TOm, YTobbl natm
Aanblue.

— Mbl He moxkem cebe 3Toro No3BOIUTb, — NPOCTOHaNA [)KeHHa.

— o KpanHen mepe, Noneit HEMHOrO.

[>XeHHa, Ka3anocb, XxoTena YTO-TO BO3Pa3nUTb, HO 3aTeM OMyCcTUaacb Ha 3emnto. [xeb cHAn
PIOK3aK M MpPOTAHYN e ByTbiiKky ¢ Bogoi. OHa nuna ObICTPbIMM, KOPOTKMMMK FNOTKaMM, 3aTem
BEPHY/la emy OYTbI/IKY M OH TOXKe YTO/IMA CBOLO KaxKAay. ECAn OHM BbIXKMBYT B TEYEHUE CeAyHoLLero
Yyaca, OHM AOCTUTHYT /1eca, a Tam, BEPOATHO, HaMAayT BoAy. /10 TOro BpeMeHM OHU A0/KHbl, HACKO/IbKO
6b1710 BO3MOXKHO, OCTaBaTbCA HA HOrax.

— OcTaBb MeHsi, — CHOBa nonbiTanacb OxeHHa. — Tebe npuaerca 3To caenaTtb paHO UM
no3gHo. B ognMHOuUKy y TebA ecTb WwaHc. fl 3Hato, YTO Tbl CMOKeLb caenaTb 3To 6e3 meHs.

[xeb B3rnsHyn Ha Hee.

— 3abyab 06 aTom, [xKeHHa. Mbl naem BMecTe UaM ocTaemces.

eHHa 3arnAaHyna B raybuHy ero rna3. OHa Oblna CNOKOWMHOW, HO ee cheaykouiee
npeanoxeHue Hanyrano Oxeba.
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— fl He nonay ganble. Mown cubl 3aKOHYUANUCD.

OH K Aan 3Toro MOMeHTa, HO B r/lybuHe AylWn Haaesnca, YTo OHa, No KpanHen mepe, aobepeTtcs
A0 neca. Tam OHW MOTrM 6bl HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTb.

— Al noHecy Tebs, — cKazan OH N BCKOYU.

— OKEB!

OH 4yyBCTBOBA/I, Kak B HEM NOAHMMANACh APOCTb. APOCTb, KOTOPaa Npuaana emy cui.

— A mory u cagenato. Ecnm noHagobutca, A ygapto Teba Tak, YTO Tbl NOTepselb CO3HaHMe.
OpHako s 6bl NpeanoYyen 3Toro He Aenatb, — Tenepb oH oboapsawle ynbibanca en. — A He nonay
6e3 Teba, — ckazan OH M CHOBa ONYCTUACA Ha TPaBy.

HekoTopoe Bpema oHn monyanun. Jxeb owyTtnn, 4to JKeHHA CMOTpPEeNa Ha Hero, HO YCTaBUCA
B 3€MJIIO.

— MNoxanyicra, — nonpocuna oHa. — lorKanyicra, He genakt aToro. A He xo4y 6bITb BUHOBHOM
B TBOEN CMEPTH.

— Toraa gat MHe noHecTn Tebs.

— [MpoKnATbe, NOYEMY Tbl TAKOM YNPAMbIN?

[xxeb TonbKo yxmblnbHynca. OH nobeguman.

— Ho TonbKo npun 0gHOM YyCNOBUU.

OH nokayvan ronoBoi.

— HuKakumx ycnosuit.

— Ecnm Tbl He cmoXKelwb 60nblle HECTU MeHs, Tbl OCTaBULLb MEHS W, NO KpalHeh mepe,
cnacelub CBOK ¥KU3Hb.

OH He OTBETWJI, BCTaN U MOMOT el NogHATbCA.

— Tbl 4ONXKHA NOHECTN MOW PIOK3aK, — CKa3a/l OH BMECTO 3TOrO.

— PIOK3aK U A, KaK Tbl NNaHUPYeLLb CNpPaBUTbCA?

— Ham Hy»KHbl BELW B HEM U HE TAaKOM YK OH U Taxenblih. Kpome Toro, ero e noHecelb Tbl, —
OH nepeBen CUTyaumio B LWYTKY. — MTaK, y Hac 06oux ecTb rpys, 4Tobbl HECTU, — OH OTBEPHY/CA OT
Hee M COrHyn KoneHn. — 3abupanca MHe Ha CnMHY, A NOHecy Teba Ha 3aKOpKax.

[)KeHHa NpPOCKO/Ib3HYNA B NAMKU ONA PIOK3aKa, 3aTeM MOJIOKMAA PYKM Ha naeun [xkeba u
nogTaHynacb. [ke6 HemHoro nokonebanca, 3atrem cbanaHcupoBan Bec. KosneHu BbINPAMUTD
OKa3a/l0Cb CNOXHee, Yem OH npeanonaran. OH onépca o Konbe JIeoHa 1 CoO CTOHOM BbINPAMMUACA.

— [xeb...

— Huyero He roBopu, — GbIPKHYA OH.

3atem [xeb cpenan nepsbin war. Ero Harpyska Obina Taxenoh. OH CTUCHYN 3ybbl U
HanpaBW/aCA B CTOPOHY fieca.
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Mspun 0oBONbHO cuAbHO OTCTana. OHa cemeHMNa NO3agun APYrMx M eé war craa 3ameTHO
meaneHHee. JIeoH NowWweEén Hasad, NoKa He OKasasica PSAOM C Heu.

JInuo Mspu ceeTunocb oT HanpsKeHuA. OHa NOCTOAHHO 3aAblxasacb, XOTA MPOLWNO He TaK
MHOTO BpeEMEeHM Nnocse paccraBaHus ¢ Jxkebom n [KeHHOoN.

— Tbl AONXKHA UATK BbicTpee, — cKasasn J1eoH.

— A penato BCE BO3MOXKHOeE.

— Ho 3T1oro Heg4oCTaToO4YHO.

— WM noyemy 1eba 370 3a60TUT? [}KEHHY Thi XKe bpocu.

— OHa 6blna paHeHa, 310 apyroe. lpyrux BapnaHToB He bbino.

— 3710 NoXb. Tl — yepToB sixKeu! Mbl moram 6bl noHecTn eé. NMooyepeaHo.

— W torpa Bce wnu 6ol B MeanieHHOM Temne.

OHa pa3sbApeHHO NoCMOTpea Ha Hero.

«fApocTb — 3TO XOpowo. ApocTb NPUAACT el cuA. i AONKEH PA303/IUTb €€,

— Waun bbictpeit! — notpeboBan oH.

— OcTtaBb MeHs B nokoe, JleoH!

J1eoH wWwarHyn K He U OHa YKNOHWANACb B CTOPOHY.

— fl roBopto B nocneaHUn pas, nam boictpee, UNK Tbl byaelb NPOKANHATL TOT AeHb, KOrga Mbl
BCTPETUNUCD.

— fl y»Ke celyac ato genato.

OH nogHAN pYKyY, Kak byaTo XoTen yaapuThb ee.

— He cmeit, — npowwunena Mapwu.

JNleoH yBmaen B eé rnasax ApocTb. OH OTBEPHY/ICA 40BObHbIN. Tenepb Mapu 6onblwe He byaeT
OTCTaBaTb.

— fl roBopto Bam, YTO-TO He TaK ¢ [xebom, — rosopuna Katn Muwe n TuaHy.

— YTo Tbl MMeewwb B BUAY? — TuaH ybpan ¢ anua npsagb BONOC M NOCMOTPEN HA Hee.

— Hy, Bce pa3roBopbl 0 N1abUpUHTE M OCTaNbHOE.

— Tbl BCE ele He BepuLlb eMy? — 03aga4vyeHHo cnpocun Muwa.

— Hert, A gymalo, OH CKasas npasay, HO TONbKO Ty 4acCTb NpPaBAbl, KOTOPYK OH XOTea Ham
nosenatb. OH YTO-TO CKPbIBAET OT HAC, BO3MOXHO, €CTb eLLé 0aHO cooblLieHune.

— BCE, 4TO OH roBOpU/, OKA3aN0Cb BepHbIM. 3B€3/4a, CTPaxu, KOTopble Hac npecneaytoT. bbrocb
06 3aknag, 4to 1 BpaTta byayT, Kak oH obeltan Ham, — BbiCKasancs Muua.

— OH Ham BoObLLEe HMYero He obelan, — npowmunena Katu.

HUKTO 13 HUX ABOUX He OTpearnposan.

— Ha camom aene oH 0CcTaBMA Hac MATW Ha oLynb. Bbl y»Ke cnpawmrsanu cebs, noyemy oH 6bin B
NnabupuHTe A0 Hac? — npoaoskana rosoputb Katn. — M noyemy e oH octancs ¢ [KeHHon?

— [MpoCTO OH — XOpPOLIKNI YeNOBEK, — CKa3as TuaH.

KaTn npeHebpexunTeNbHO NOCMOTPENA Ha Hero.

— Tbl AeNCTBUTENBHO B 3TO BepuUllb? Kakol e Tbl HanBHbIN! [Toyemy OH A0/1KEH KepTBOBaTb
cobol paanm Koro-to, KOro oH He 3HaeT? Ecam ero cnosa — npaBaa, TOr4a B KaxKAOM mupe BpaT
MEHbLUE Yem NHOLEN, KOTOPbIE OKAaXYTCA BCE elle XMBbIMU. TONIBKO OAMH M3 HAc NporaeTt yepes
nocnefHue BpaTa, BCe OCTa/lbHble YMPYT paHbLle. MoyeMy Hy»KHO *KepTBOBaTb COOOM, 3a4em crnacaTb
KOrO-TO, KTO TaK U TaK YMpPET?

— [OoTOMY YTO OH He MOXKET no-gpyromy!

JleoH He3aMeTHO BEPHYJICA K HUM M YCAblWa/ pa3roBop.

— TaK 3HauuT, Tbl Bepullb, YTO Yy HEro MNPOCTO CUHAPOM MOMOLLHMKA? — MPe3pPUTE/IbHO
cnpocuna Katu.
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— HerT, A cunTalo ero MAMOTOM, MOTOMY UYTO OH PUCKYET CBOEN XM3HbID Paan KOro-to, HO B
oTAn4YKe oT Tebs, A yBaXKalo ero KepTay.

— WepTBa, ecnm A yxe...

— 3akpon poT, Katu. MpocTo 3aTKHM CBOM POT, — roaoc J/leoHa 3acTaBua ApPYrux 3agpoXKatb. —
Mbl BCce 3Haem, noyemy Tbl NAOXO rosopuilb o [xKebe. [MoaTOMy HUKOrga CHOBa He Aenaw 3Toro,
MHaye A IMYHO 3aTKHY Tebs.

— CKarku, a KaK Tbl roBOpULLb...?

OH He gan e 3aKOHYUTD.

— A He Xou4y Huyero 6onblwe o Tebe cablwatb. HM ogHoro rpébaHoro cioBa oT Teba uam, A
KNAHYCb Tebe, YTo He OTBeYaro 3a cebs.

3a MX CMMHAMW B OTAANIEHMWN MOCAbIWANANUCL CTPAHHbIA BON U KPUKKU. OHU CbeXUaucb. TuaH
Hayan Hepa3bopumBo neneTaTb U ObicTpee Nepebupatb Horamu. lpyrve 03abo4eHHO NOCMOTPENM Ha
Hero B HaZeae, YTo OH CHOBA YCMOKOUTCS.

— [epbmo, — npopbiyan JSleoH. — Bbl cabiwanu 310? MNoyemy OHM MAYT 3@ HamM, a He 3a
Okebom n [KeHHON?

— MoKeT bbITb, OHM y¥Ke MepTBbl, — 3ameTun Muuwa.

JleoH cTucHyn 3y6bl.

— Hert. »keb KaK Bcerga npoayman Bcé Ha war sBrnepea. OH KaK-TO caenan Tak, YTo OHW NoLaun
Nno Hallemy caeay, a He No ero, NPOKAATbINA CYKUH CbiH.

«[)Keb, Tbl yMHee, YemM A AyMan».

B 3TOT MOMeHT TuaH 6pocKaca Ha 3eM/to, NONepPeMeHHO NPUKMMAR Kynaku K ywam 1 yaapas
cebs no ronose:

— CpenanTe, 4Tobbl 3TO NpekpaTunock. MNoxanyncra! A He BbiHecy aToro 6osblue, 3TO CBOAUT
MeHSi C yma. KTO-TO [AO/I)KEH OCTaHOBMTb 3TOT wWyMm. [loXKanyicra, caenanmte e 4To-HMGYyAb. ITO
OONXKHO npekpatutbes. MPEKPATUTE!

OTyasiHHbIN péB TMaHa CMELA/ICA C TOPTaHHbIMU KPMKaMK MpecsiefoBaTene n HanpsxXeHne B
rpynne Kasanocb HEBbIHOCMMbIM. BCce 0cTaBasMCb HENOABUMKHbBIMM.

3atem KaTu nogoluna K J/leoHy v pelimtesibHO noTpeboBasa y HEro HOXK, KOTOPbIM OH Cpasy e
NPoTAHYA ei. ToT haKT, YTO OHa NPM 3TOM Npeaynpexaatolle B3rnaHyna Ha Mapu, HUKTO He 3aMeTUN
B 3TOT MOMeHT. OHa OTpe3ana HUKHIOK YacTb CBOEM pyballKM Ha HECKONIbKO CAaHTMMETPOB, 3aBA3ana
JIOCKYT W HaTAHy/a Ha rosoBy TuaHy. Korga TOT CONPOTUBAANACA M He MNpPeKpallan 3anjakaHo
JIENETaTb, OHA Bpe3asa eMy OM/YLIUTE/NIbHYIO NoLeYnHy. BHe3anHo HacTynua nokou, u TuaH npuiien
B cebs. OH OCTOPOXKHO HATAHY/1 MOBA3KY Ha YLIM U MOMIOXKU/ CBEPXY PYKN. Ha MrHOBEHWE OH 3aKpblin
rnasa.

— Cnacunbo, Katn, — nponbixTen oH.

JleoH cHoBa ybpan CBOM HOXK.

— Tenepb 60nblIe HUKAKMX OCTAHOBOK. KTo 60o/1ble He CMOXKeT, OCTaeTcs No3aaum.

[xxeb noten Kaxgon Nopon, Noka meANieHHO, HanpaBuMB B3rNA4, B 3eMIt0, LWaran K necy. Jlesoi
PYKOWM OH CXBaTWA HOry [I)KeHHbl, NPaBoM onMpanca Ha Konbe JleoHa.

YKe HeKoTopoe Bpemsa Yy Hero 6b1/10 YyBCTBO, YTO KPMKM NO3aaMn HUX yaananucb. Ecam bl y Hero
6blAM Ha TO CUAbI, OH Obl AOBO/MILHO YXMbINIbHY/ICA, HO CEMYac OHW MOYTU 3aKOHYUAUCL. MNocne
nosyTopa 4acoB XoAbbbl, HOWA Ha CNMHE MOYTM TO/NIKana ero K 3emne. He TOnbKo cerogHALWHANA
xoabba NoBAMANA Ha €ro KOCTU, HO M YCU/IMA NOCAegHUX HEeCKONbKUX AHel. BoobaBok HepBHoe
HanpsAXXeHne YKPasio y Hero cunbi.

«MoeT b6biTb, 7 3aboneBato», - NPeanoioXKMA OH. Ero nnMuo ropeno, Ho B TaKyk Kapy 3To
6b1N10 He yamBuTenbHo. OH cnerka NpunoaHAAN rososy. YBUAEHHOE NPUAAN0 €My HOBOE MYXKEeCTBO.
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OHM onpegeneHHo NPUBAM3NANCH K iecy, BUA, KOTOPOro npeaaaran oTAblX U TeHb. MM CPOYHO HYXKHO
HaMTK BOAY, TaK KaK ero A3blK Npuannan K Heby.

BeposTHO, KaKk 1 y [IKeHHbI?

C camoro Ha4ana oHu He obmeHANUCb HU cnoBom. KaxkeTca, [I)KeHHa NoYyBCTBOBANA, YTO eMy
HY»Ha BCA ero cocpenoTovyeHHOCTb. OHA TUXO NpUKMManacb K Hemy. OT Hee He OblNo CAbIWHO HU
eaMHOro 3ByKa. [lonroe BpeMsa HaxoAUTbCA B TAaKOM MONOXKEeHUM Oblio onpegeneHHo HeyaobHo wm
MeXAy TEM KPOBb B €e HOre 3acTamBasiacb, TaK YTO CKOpee BCEro NoBPEKAEHHAA HOra AbABOJIbCKU
6onena. Tem He meHee, [I)KeHHA He Hblna.

— MHe Ka)KeTcs, 4To no3aaun cobupaetca foXAb, — BHE3AMHO Npou3Hecna oHa. [xeb noytu
CNOTKHYANCA OT HeoXuaaHHocTU. OH noBepHyAn ronosy. [la, Ha TOPU3OHTE TEMHENO, HO BblN NN 3TO
[0XAEeBble Ty4Mn, OH He MOT YTBEPKAATb.

« Ecnun HauyHeTcs Ao Aab, 3TO byaeT 3amedaTteslbHO», — NOAYMa OH, HO CTapasica He HagenATbCA.

Jlec. Jlec — 370 BCe, YTO BaXHO, TaM Mbl HANAEM YKpbITUE U BOAY.

Mpw BMAeE HEro oH NOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO EMY eLle XBAaTUT CUA HecTu [KeHHy ganblwe. HeT, oH He
caacrca.

— He 3Hat0, fOXKAb 1 3TO, - OTBETUA OH.

— Al BEptO, UYTO TBOM TPIOK CpabOTaeT, — B €€ ronoce NPoOMe/IbKHY/1a Hagexaa.

— [a, A ToXe TaK Aymalo, — OH He CTa/l TOBOPUTb €M, YTO MOFN0 CNYYMTbCA U TaKoe, 4To
OXOTHWKW pasaenunucb n Tenepb, BEPOATHO, OXOTATCA ABYMA rpynnamu. Ho y Hero 6b1a10 xopolwee
npeavyscTaue. Ecam oHn gobepyTca Ao neca, OHW CMOTyT NMOCMOTPETb Aablue.

— Tobl eWwé gepxuwbca? He cTOUT M Ham NpepBaTbca? — cnpocmna [KeHHa.

— Bcé B nopsaake. Mbl OTAOXHEM MO3)e B /ecy, 34eCb C/AUWKOM »KapKo. Kak Tbl cebsa
YyBCTBYELb?

— Hora HemHoro 6011T, HO B OCTa/IbHOM BCE XOpPOLO.

OH nNpeanonoKm, YToO OHa NPUYyKpaLKnBaeT, YTobbl He ycTpamBaTb emy elwé 6onblie npobaem.
OH 6bin pag, uTo [)KeHHa HaxoAnNAacb C HUM, HECMOTPA HU Ha YTO.

— [)KeHHa? Tbl MOXKelb BCMOMHUTb O CBOEW }KU3HWU A0 TOro, KaK Tbl MoMana B NabupuHT?

Aymaa, [)eHHa HeHa40/1ro YMOJIK/A.

— Hert... 370 HenpaBuabHO. TONbKO OTAE/NbHbIE KAPTUHbI, KOTOPbIE MPUXOSAT U yX04AT. A 3Hato,
OHM CBA3aHbl CO MHOW, HO A HE MOTY UX NPaBU/IbHO pacwndpoBaTb.

— MMorKanyicTta, pacckaxkM MHe O HuX, - nonpocun xkeb. OH Hageanca ysHaTb 6onbuwe. U,
BO3MOXHO, 3TO €ro HEMHOI0 OTBAEKNO Obl OT TPYAHOCTEN.

— Kak A yXe CKasana, MHOrga BO3HWMKAOT 06pasbl. A BUMXKY ceba Bepxom Ha nowaan. 3To
BE/IMYECTBEHHOE W KpacuBOe KMBOTHOe. Mbl y4yacTByeM B KAKOM-TO COPEBHOBAHUMU, U 3pUTENN
noaAeprknBatoT meHA. Koraa A nbiTalocb COCPEOTOYUTLCA Ha 3TOM KapTUHE, TO OHa Pacn/ibiBaeTcA U
nepeso MHOW MOABNAAETCA KeHWMHa. Ha Helh 6enoe nnatbe, a CBET/Ible BOJIOCblI CTPOrO YNOXEHbDI
c3aan. OHa CMOTPUT HA MEHA M YTO-TO FOBOPUT, HO A He CAblwy eé ronoca. Bcé, uto oHa rosoput —
CKYYHbI, 6ecCMbICNeHHbIN WyMm. Toraa mMcyesaeT M 3Ta CLEHA, U A NIeXY HA CMMHE, NPUCTaNbHO
paccmaTtpuBas ronbi 6enbiit uset. Hn nnHuia, HU popm. A Tepatock B 6enom ugete. HakoHew, nepeso
MHOM noABnAeTcA TBOE AMLO. Tbl CKAOHAEWbCA HAZ0 MHOM W FOBOPULLbL CBOE MMA M 3TO 3BYYMUT
TaK...TakK, Kak byaTo A Teba 3Hato 40Ar0e BpeMms.

«Y MeHA BCE NpPoMCXoauT MNOYTU TaKKe», — noayman [»xeb, Ho He NPOU3HeC HU c/ioBa. YyBcTBa
NPOLANOro 661N HeCyLWEeCTBEHHbIMM, TOJIbKO HACTOALLAA CUTYALMA MMENA 3HAYEHUe.

N, TemM He MeHee, OH BCMIOMMHAAN KaxKayto Menodb 3TOn nepBoi BcTpeun. Kak 6e33awmTHO oHa
nexkana. E€ B3rnag rnyboko 3agen ero u NpoAosyKan 3a4eBathb.

— W Tbl HEe MeeLlb NOHATMA, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYMT? - cnpawmnean Axeb, 4yTobbl OTBAEUYLCA OT ITUX
MbICNen.
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— Hukakux goragok. Bepxosyto e3ay s ewe mory o6bACHUTb, HO YTO HACYET CTAaPOMN MKEHLMHbI,
noHATUS He umeto. CueHa HEMHOTO TPEeBOXKHas.

— fl Tebe Bepto, — [keb bbin pag, 4TO OH cMoOr AaTb [KeHHe BbIroBOpuUTbCA. EMy HpaBuaca eé
ron0C, OH COMPOBOXAa/l ero TPyAHble Warn no mepuatrowein Tpase, U To, YTO OH Obll HE OAWMHOK,
yCroKauBano ero.

— 3Haelwsb, 5 4YyBCTBYIO cebs Tak, CNOBHO BbiNana U3 BpemeHW. U s yberkgeHa, 4yto mory
BO3BpalLaTbCA B 3TO Apyroe Bpema. Tbl MOXKelWb BEPHYTbCA. Tbl AO/IKEH TONbKO BblepKaTb... Ho
BMECTO TOro, YTobbl f... UTOObl Mbl APYr Apyra NoAAepPKMBaAM, Tbl TAaCKaellb CANLWIKOM bonbliyto n
TAXENYI0 AEBYLIKY, HECMOTPSA Ha BCHO OMACHOCTb, Yepes YrpiomMblil MUP M MNbiTaelbca caenatb
HEBO3MOXHoe. 3Haelb 4To, [Keb?

- Yro?

— A Teba nobnto.

Korga oH NOHAA, YTO OHA TONbKO YTO CKasasa, ero /IMUO 3anbliano, HO 3TO HE UMENO HU4Yero
06LWero ¢ ropAYNM BO34YXOM.

[)KeHHa cKasana To, YTO OH BCE BpemsaA YyBCTBOBAJ, HO He CMesl NpousHecTn. Ho Tenepb, Koraa
CNoBa NOBUC/IU MEXAY HAMM, OH 3a4yMaCH.

OHM HaxoAUNUCb B Yy>KOM Mupe. BbinaBwne 13 BpemeHu, Kak [KeHHa Ha3biBana 3T0. Ha HuX
OXOTUAUCL. [I)KeHHa Oblna paHeHa M byaet 6osee 4em HEBEpPOATHO, eC/IM OHW AOCTUTHYT BpaTt
BoBpemsa. Ec/in He Npom30MAeT HUKAKOro Yyaa, TO OHW CKOpee BCero yMpyT.

Kak oH pomkeH 6bin pearMpoBaTb Ha 3T0? CKasaTb, YTO OH TOXKe ee Nbun? Xopowo cebs
4yyBCTBOBan B ee 611M30CTU W...

HeT, He B6bl/10 HUKAKOro «M» U He MOT/10 BbITb.

— Al Toxe Teba nwbnto, [kKeHHa, — [xkeb yamBunca cobCTBEHHbIM C/l0BaM, KoTopble
CaMOCTOATE/IbHO COPBANUCH C ero ryb.

— Al 3Halo, - TMXO NpoluenTana oHa.

OHM MO/14aNn, NOKa He AOCTUTIM Nleca.
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Mocne cTbivykM mexay Mapu n JleoHOM NOAPOCTKM MOAYa Wan gpyr 3a gpyrom. CTpax cHoBa
6bITb NOABEPTHYTLIM HEPBUPYIOLLMM KPUKAM MM yC/blWwaTb, YTO npecnegosaTeny nogobpanuco
MaKCMManbHO 6/M3KO, My4Mn MX ropasfo CUAbHEe, YeM CaMW MUCTUYECKMEe npec/iefoBaTenu.
HecmoTps Ha 3TO Temn HEMHOTO cHU3KACA. OHM NPOCTO He MOoraun Honblle ABUraTbCA.

JleoH waran Bnepeau, 3a HUM maaumam Mspu U Muwa M C HEKOTOPbIM OTCTaBaHUEM
cnepgosanu TuaH mn Katu.

— Y70 Cc TO6OM? — nNpowmnnena Katu, koraa TuaH B o4epeHON pa3 CNOTKHYACA. Ha cekyHay en
NMOKA3an0Cb, YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 OH AENCTBUTE/IbHO YNaLET, HO OH BCE »Ke COXpaHW/ paBHOBECHUE.

TwnaH paxke He NOBepPHYACA.

— Huyero.

— 31, Tbl YTO, NAAYELLb?

— BoTt ewé.

KaTn yBuAaena, Kak OH BbiTep rnasa pyKkaBom pybaLuKu.

— Tbl nnaveLwb, — HACMELLIMBO KOHCTAaTUPOBaNa OHa.

TnaH pesKo ocTaHoBMACA.

— MHe npocTo B r/1a3a cteKaeT not. Eweé yro-Hmbyab?

— Jaxke cnpocutb Henb3a! Paayicsa, 4To MeHs BOObLLLE MHTEpECYET, KakK Tbl.

TuaH 6bin canWwKom cnab, B MHOM ciydae OH Obl FPOMKO paccmesncAa. YTo oHa o cebe
BO30MHMAA? [MbiTanace M Kot 6bITb NPOCTO MUAON K HEMY WM e 3amblwnsana yto-to? OH
oTbpocun cBom cMHME NpAaM Ha BOK M ocmoTpenca B Nomckax Katu. E€ 3enéHble rnasa cBepKanu, u
TraH cHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHA He TakKaa, Kak Bce. OHa bblna ocobeHHoW. HecaepraHHOW,
XxonopHou, 6ecyyBCTBEHHOM M HEBEPOATHO KPAcuMBOM. A paHblue ero Koraa-Hubyab MHTepecoBanu
OEeBYLKKW, NPOHEC/IOCh Y Hero B rosiose.

— TagHo, — ckasan TuaH. — Cnacubo 3a 6ecnokoicTeo.

HekoTopoe BpemA OHU wWAnM pagom. TmaH HepBHU4Yan. KaTu cHOBa noAolna K Hemy, HO OH
NOBEPHY/ICA K Hel cnuHoi. OH Obln BbIHYXAEH NpPU3HATbcA cebe, 4TO OHa Obllla YEpPTOBCKMU
ceKcyanbHoOW. [laxke 34€ecb, BCNOTEBLAA OT *Kapbl, OHA Oblna CAMOW KeNaHHOM AEBYLUKOW, KaKyto OH
Korga-nnbo suaen. HackoNbKO OH MOT cyauTb. TMaH HENPUMETHO NbiTanca pasrnagetb eé teno. OH
yBMAEN, KaK 04HA KanenbKa NnoTa CTEKNA NO e€ LWee U Uc4e3na Mexay rpyaen.

— Al Tebe HpaBAKOCb, — CKa3zana Katu.

OH cHOBa eZBa M He cnoTKHyAcA. OTKyZa OHA MOrAa 3HaTb, YTO He obpallalh BHUMaHMA Ha MoT,
OH XxoTen Hbl 34ecCb U cenyac eé CTPacTHO NoLEeNoBaTh?

— A Kak pa3 nogyman o [xkebe n [keHHe, — NoCNeLwwHOo BblAaBWUA OH.

KaTh ynblbHynacb eMy CNOBHO 3Hana BCE, 0 YEM OH Ayman.

— W 0 4EM MMEHHO Tbl Ayman? — Beceso CNpocuIa OHa.

TuaH He mor noaobpaTb CNoB..

— Mbl He JoMKHbI BbINM OCTaBAATb UX OAHUX. [0 KpanHel mepe, Mbl Morin 6bl nonpobosaTtb
MM NOMOYb.

3710 6bl1a N0XKb N HANONOBUHY, OH AENCTBUTENBHO Ayman o dxkebe u [)KeHHe, [0 TOro, KakK
KaTu ¢ Hum 3arosopuna. U aa, ato ero 6ecnokouno.

— Momoub? — K3t npunogHana 6posu. — Kak mbl f,0KHbI 6bIM UM NOMOYbL?

— He 3Hato . Ho [1)keb u [I)keHHa — XopoLuue NN, OHU HE 3aC/TY»KUIU Takol cyabbbl.

OHa nogowna 6aunxKe N HeXHO NOMOXKKAA PYKY eMy Ha nneyo. Ero Koxka Havyana 3yaeTb, U OH
noyyscTBoBan bueHune cepaua.

— HMKTO 3TOro He 3aciyXui, — TUXO CKasana oHa. — Ho mbl 34ecb Bce paBHbl. Kaxaplit cam
pelaert, rae emy ocTaTbCA.
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— ITO 3BYYUT YEPTOBCKU KECTOKO.

OHa npoBesia yKasaTe/ibHbIM NasbLeM BAONb €ro Npeanieybs.

— MNpu13Haics, Tol BeAb NAaKaa nepes aTum.

— Al bl TOrga PaccTpoeH.

— U a Tebe HpaBAOCh, TaK BeAb? — HACTOMYMBO CNPOCMAA OHa.

TWaH cCMyLWEHHO OTKaLlAAACA.

- [a.

E€ cheayrowmin Bonpoc yamMBuAa ero.

— Kak 6bl Tbl nocTynua, caydmcb ¢ Mapu To ke, 4To U ¢ [XKeHHON?

— A1 6bl HMKOrO He ocTaBuWA. bosiblue HUKOrO. 1 He MOry Tak.

OHa HeoxuaaHHo ybpana pyKy. E€ B3rnag ctan ECTKMM U 31bIM.

— 3Haelwb 4TO, TWaH, — CKa3ana OHa NeaaHbIM ros10com. — Tbl cnabak. Mbl moram 66l BMecTe BCE
3TO BbIHECTU, HO Tebe He yAaéTcA paccTaBUTb NpuoputeTbl. CnepBa Tbl A4O/KEH clacaTb TOro, KTO
Tebe HpaBUTCA. M Tbl TONbKO 4YTO CKasan, 4To s Tebe Hpasatocb. Moyemy TOrga, YEPT BO3bMM, Thbl
B3A/1cA 6bl cnacatb Mapu? — Katu caenana obukeHHbIn BUA,. — Tbl A0/MKEH 3a60TUTbCA 060 MHe, a He
0 ApYruX.

OH xoTen OTBETUTbL. 3aBepUTb €€, YTO OH BCerga Ayman O Hel M B MOy MUHYTY roToB
NpUHecTM ceba B KepTay.

— Al roToB Ha BCE paau Tebna, — obeccnneHo ckasan oH. M B TO e Bpema OH 6bla 3011 Ha CaMoro
cebs. KaTu cHoBa yA4anocb MM MaHUNYAMPOBATb, 3aB/eYb ero, YTobbl NoTom eLwé 6onee 601e3HEHHO
OTTO/IKHYTb.

— CAnwKom no3gHo, manbiw. — OHa cMepuna ero HacTosTe lbHbIM B3rns40M. — A Tenepb OCTaBb
MEHA B NOKOE N NPeKpaTh NAAUTLCA Ha MO0 Fpyab.

OT1 cmyuweHna y TnaHa K amuy npuanna Kposb. Koraa oH nogHAan B3rnag seepx, Katu Bce ewe
cMoTpena Ha Hero. Ha ee nnue ymMtanocb nogospeHue. besrpaHnyHoe npespeHne. OH CHOBa KOro-To
pa3oyaposan. Moyemy? lNoyemy cHoBa? Yto 6biNO TOrga, O YeM OH He MOr BCMOMHUTL? Bpems
NPOLLNOro BCM/bINIO Ha NMOBEPXHOCTb HEOCO3HAHHO TaK, YTO OH HE MOI OCO3HATb 3TOr0, HO YyBCTBO
OTKa3a, BEYHOro 0TKa3a 0CTanocChb.

B ero »kenyake Hayano yp4yatb, NOAHANACH Xenyb. B nocnegHnin MOMEHT OH OTBEPHY/CA U ero
BblpBaNo B TpaBy. HECMOTPA Ha }KECTOKYH TOWHOTY, OH CAblWan Kak yxoaa KaTn cBeTno U 3BOHKO
paccmennacob.

JleoH 3ameTunn, 4To TMaH OTBEPHYACA M ero Ayuy BbIBOPAYMBaANO U3HYTPU BMECTe CO PBOTOM.
Korga Katn ropao npoina MMmo ¢ 0BONbHOM yNblOKOM, OH CXBATUA €€ 3@ PYKY M KPEMKO CxKan.

K3Tn aHeprnyHo cKkMHyna ero pyky, HO OCTaHOBMAACh.

— Y70 Tbl CAENANA HA 3TOT pas? — cepanTo cnpocun JleoH. Muwa n Mapu Habatoganm 3a cueHom
Ha HEKOTOPOM PaCCTOAHUM.

— A1? — OHa HEBMHHO NocMoTpena Ha Hero. — MNoyemy BCE f0NKHO BbiITb MOen BUHOM? A TONbKO
HemHoro nobonTtana c TnaHom. MNoyemy emy CTano Na0Xo, A TOXKe He 3HatD, — OHa NoXKasa nae4yamu.

JNleoH ycTaBuacA Ha Hee.

—f He Bepto HM ogHOMY TBOEMY CNOBY!

3nana ynblbKa 3amnrpana Ha ee rybax.

— OyeHb Xa/b, TaK KaK A TO/IbKO CKa3ana emy, YTO OH AO/IKEH NPEKPaTUTb NOCTOAHHO NANUTLCA
Ha MOW CUCbKK, BeAb Y HEro B IOOOM Calydae HeT WaHca. — 9TO, KOHEYHO, OTHOCUTCS HE KO BCEM.

370 6b1210 yrKacHo. OHa b6blna yrKacHa. Y7o 3a cyKa.

«Tbl —4yepToBa CyKa», — nogyman JleoH.

Ero poT BbITAHYACA B TOHKYO ANHMIO. OH MeaeHHO HaK/oOHW/ICA BRepea,
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— CBOMMM TPA3HBIMU UTPaMK Tbl TONbKO 33aJepKunBaewb Hac. Echn TnaHa peeT, OH He MOXKeT
6exatb. Ecnv oH He 6eXUT, OH 3a4eprKUBaeT rPynny M HUKTO He npoaBuraeTcs Brneped. Tbl He
NOHMMaAELb 3TOr0?

OHa BbICOKOMEPHO NOCMOTPEeNa Ha Hero.

— [la KoMy Hy}KeH 3ToT TuaH? Ham cToMT OCcTaBUTb ero.

JNleoH obevmn pyKamu TONKHYA ee B naedn. KaTm ynana Hasag u TAXKENo npusemaunsiacb Ha
cnuHy. CToH cneten c ee ryb, Ho JleoH cHoBa 6bin psgom. OgHUM MPLIXKKOM OH OKasa/ica Hag Hel,
CXBaTWJ/1 32 FOPJI0 M TaK KPEMNKO Mpuxkan K 3emne, 4to Katm 60/blie He morna nowesenntbca. OHa
Abllana KOPOTKMMM B340XaMM, HO JIeOH He 4yBCTBOBAA coXKaneHua. OH meg/ieHHO BbITalMA HOMX.
Ero pyka He [porHyna, Korga OH NogHec KOHYMK OpyXuA K npasomy rnasy Katu. Bcero amwb Ha
NONCAHTUMETpPA Aanblue, OHa B34POrHET U INLINTCA r1a3a. JIeoH ogapu ee cUsitoLLLeN YblIOKOW.

— Cnywait meHa BHMMaTeNnbHO. OYeHb BaXKHO, YTOObI Tbl NOHANA CaeayloLwee.

OHa B NaHWKe NOKOCKIACb Ha HOX. TONbKO OAMH OTHYAsIHHbBIN 3BYK BblIpBaacA U3 ee ropaa.

— Ecan Tbl cHOBa yCTpoULb ele XOTb pa3 Npobaemsbl, caenaellb YTO-TO, YTO 3a4EPKUT MeHS, A
Tebe bpowy. CBAXKY M Nonay Aanblle, U gaxke He obepHycb Hasag, ecnu Tbl byaewb B OTYAAHWUM
MOJINTb O *KU3HU. ITO ACHO?

OH ocnabun xBaTKy A0CTaTOYHO, YTOObI K3TK Morna oTBETUTb, HO OHA TONIbKO KMBHYNA FO/10BOM
B 3HaK corniacums.

JleoH noaHsanca u cuenuncs ¢ TuaHom. Mnasa nocnegHero ObinM KpacHbIMM OT CNES.

-Y10 346eChb Nponcxoant? — cnpocun TnaH.

—Hwuyero, — otBeTnA JleoH.

— Tbl He MmoxelWwb ee 6UTb, — Bo3myLwancsa TuaH. —He ns-3a mehs.

JleoH ycTtaBumAaCa Ha Hero.

—fl He 6un ee, HO gaxe ecan Gbl yaapun, To He u3-3a Teba. KaTn coBepwmnna owmnbKy, 1U3-3a
KOTOpOW BCA rpynna 3ageprknsaetca. To e camoe OTHOCUTCA U K Tebe, y Hac HeT BPEMEHU Ha 3TO
AepbMo, MO3TOMY AeprKUCb NoJasiblie OT Hee.

TunaH xoTen oTBeTUTb, HO JIeOH Nepebun ero ABUMKEHUEM PYKU.

— To, 4TO Tbl Ceiyac Xo4ellb CKa3aTb MHe, MeHA He MHTepecyeT. Ecamn Bbl 06a cHoBa ycTpouTe
MHe nNpobnembl, A CBAXKY BaC BMeCTe, 3aTeM Yy Bac byaeT Bce Bpema mmpa obcyanTb BCe BaLLM CCOPbI.
XoTA... BCero BpeMeHun mmpa He byger.

Twan onyctun ronosy. OH monyan.

Mo3aan Hero BcTana Katn m oTpAxHyna c ogexabl nbinb. Mpoxoas mmmo TuaHa, 6pocuna Ha
Hero YHU4YTOXatowmim B3rnas. JIeoH He ya0CTOMA ee B3rAL0M.

«MHe Hy»KHO cneguTb 3a KaTu», — nogyman oH. «TaK 6bICTPO 3Ta AbABONNLA HE CAACTCAY.

B 1O e Bpems JleoH cnpawwunBan ceba, noyemy BHe3aNHO PasbirpbiBai U3 ceba HAHbKY ANnA
ocTasibHbIX. OH A0J/IKeH 6bl MONTU Aasblie OAWMH, YEM NOAYMLLATL FPA3b 338 STUMU BECMOMOLLHbBIMU
AETbMU, HO MOYEMY-TO eMy Ka3asloCb, YTO B 3TOM BMHOBAT [Keb.

MpoKnATbe, s HUYEM emMy He 0653aH, M eCIM CHOBA BO3HUKHYT NPO61eMbl, i UX KUHY.

XoTs ConHua He 6bl10 BUAHO, 3eM/si pacKanunack oT Xapbl. Fopao JleoHa ropeno OT *Kaxabl,
HO, KOraa A0 Hero AO0HecCA MPOH3UTE/IbHbIN AUKUI BU3M NpecnefoBaTesnia, eMy CTano ACHO, 4TO
BPEMEHMN OCTAHOBUTbLCA MOMNUTb HET. BHE3anHO OH MOBEPHY/ICA B CTOPOHY FOPWU3OHTA M nowen
ObICTPbIMW LIAraMn K TEHM FOp, AaXKe He B3MAHYB Ha APYIUX.
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I'maBa 18

[xxeb waran mexay BbICOKMX AEPEBLEB U CAeann 3a TeM, YTobbl He CMOTKHYTbCA 06 0auH 13
MHOXECTBAaKOPHEN, TOpYALLMX M3-N0o4 3eMan. 34ecb, nocpean 3eneHu, bblno NpoxnagHo, ropasao
npoxnagHee, 4Yem Ha paBHUHe. OH rnyboKo AblWwan, U emy Kasasocb, YTO OH HAMWMBANICA MATKUM
BO34yXOM. [)KeHHa n3gana pagom C ero yXom pagocTHbIn 3B8yK. OHa nepeHecna CBOM BeC Ha NpaByto
CTOpPOHY 1 [xkeb cnerka 3awatasnca, NOKa CHOBA He NMOMMan paBHoOBecKe. 3aTeM OH NOYyBCTBOBA/ eé
rybbl y cebs Ha weke. OHa nogapuaa emy MArkuii nouenyin.

— Y710 310 61107 — cMyLLEHHO cnipocua Oxkeb. EMy xoTenocb NpuKaTb PyKy K TOMY MecCTy, Kyaa
OHa NnoLeioBasa ero, Ho caepKanca.

— Cnacnbo, 4To AOHEC MeHA coga. Ecnan a u gomkHa ymepeTb, TO Aydlle 34eCb, YEM Ha
paBHWHE.

— HMKTO He yMPET, TaK YTO 3aKaHUYMBAM C STUM, — 3TO MPO3BYYA/IO0 ¥KECTYEe, YEM A0/KHO OblIo. —
MNpocty, A...

— Bce xopouwo, Axeb. OnycTt meHs, NoxKaayncra.

OH OCTaHOBWACA, M OHA COCKO/Ib3HY/A € ero cnuHbl. OHA caenana TpW NPbIXKKA Ha O4HOWM Hore,
3aTem ONyCTMNACb Ha MATKMIA MOX. NocTaBuna proK3ak pagom ¢ coboi. [xkeb elwé HekoTopoe Bpems
croan, pybawka npuamnna K ero cnuHe. OH 064ymMblBan, CTOUT I eMy CHaYana NpouTn Braybb neca,
HO CHa4yasa XOpPOLEHbKO OTAO0XHYTb. [POMKO B340XHYB, OH Ccen pAAOM C [I)KEHHOWN.

HekoTopoe Bpemsa oHW monyanu, 3atem [eHHa 3arosopuna:

— 3pecb Tak cnokoiHo. Kak byato Bcé B nopaake. Kak 6yato HeT HMKaKMX BpaT 1 Kowmapos,
KOTOpble MOryT Npec/iefoBaTb Hac. ITOT /IeC KaK 3alLMTHAA CTEHA, Tebe TaK He KaXkeTcA?

Oxxeb kuBHyn. [la, OH TOXe 3TO 4yBCTBOBA/. BbiCOKMe aepeBbs, HEXHbIN BeTep, KOTOpbii
rNagun mMakywkn. OHMHecnn BMmecTe ¢ coboli YyBcTBO MMpa U 6esonacHocTM. OH NpucaywmnBanca K
wenecty BeTpa B Aepesbax. [laxno cmonoi. 3pecb 6bino npekpacHo. OH 4yBCTBOBA/ apomat
[)KeHHbl, CMeLaBLUIMNCA C APYrMMM 3anaxamm, 6yaTo oHa bbina UBETYLW MM 34eChb LBETKOM.

— 3pecb BCE morno 6bl ObITb Tak *Ke, Kak M paHble. Kak paHblle, 3Haewb? — [KeHHa
NMOBEPHY/IAaCb K HEMY U M3yyaloLlle NocmoTpena emy B rnasa. — CKaXKM MHe, UYTo Tbl HAa camoMm gene
BCMNOMHMUAN?

[xeb 3agymanca Ha MrHoBeHwMe.

— O moTtoumkne A yxe Tebe pacckasbiBan. Ho ecTb ewe Koe-4yto gpyroe. Peyb ngetr o moen
Mmame. fl BUXKY BOCMOMMHAHWUA O HEN, — OH UCKan npaBuabHble cnoBa. — OHa 60/1bHa, HET, Ha camoMm
Aene oHa ymupaert. Ee anuyo ncxyaano, rnasa rnyboKo 3ananum, oHa, KaxeTtcs, M3mydeHa 601e3HbHo.

— Y70 Cc Hel bbIno?

— Pak. Mpubankanca KoHeu,. Pagom co MHOM cTOMT OTel, OH MaxHeT anKorosiem, Kak Bceraa.
Eweé paHHee yTpo, HO OH y¥Xe CHOBa NbAH. HM AHA 6e3 onbAHeHUA, MOo-APYromy OH He MOMKeT
CNPaBUTLCA CO CBOMMM Heyaavyamu. Yrke rogpl oH 6e3paboTHbIf, NbET BECb AeHb, PaHblle MOA MamMa
Tawmna Hac. MeHa, MO0 MaJsieHbKYIO CecTpy M MEeLWOoK C AepbMOM, 33 KOTOPOro BbIWAA 3aMyK
ABaauaTh net Hasaa. C geHbramm 6bl10 NOCTOAHHO TYro, HO OHA BCerga Cnpasasnacb. A Tenepb OHa
ymupaet. Mo oTel, nnayeT. BepoaTHO, noToMy 4To 60/blIEe HET AEHEr Ha ankoronb. fl npe3unpato ero.

BHe3anHO OH MOYyBCTBOBa/ MPUKOCHOBEHME PYKU [keHHbl. [keb caenan rnybokui BAOX
nepen Tem, Kak NpoAOXKNUTb FOBOPUTD.

— B KOMHaTy 3axo4WUT Bpay, OH rOBOPUT Ham, YTO NPULLNO BpemMA NpowaTbcA. A He Xo4vy 3Toro
NPU3HaBaTb, OTLWWBbLIPUBAD NPOTAHYTYIO B yTELWIEeHWEe PYKY WM OpYy Ha Hero, Yto OH AO0MXEeH YTO-TO
caoenatb, HO OH TO/MIbKO C COXaNeHMeM CMOTPUT Ha MeHA. Mol oTel, Xxo4eT OB6HATb MeHA, HO A
OTTa/IKMBalO ero, 3atem Bblberato M3 KoMHaTbl, 6ery no Kopumaopy, C/MWKOM TPYC/MBbIA, YTOObI
BbIHECTU CMePTb MaTepu, CAMULWIKOM TPYC/UBbLIN, YTOO ObITb TaM C Hel, Koraa HacTynuT KoHel,... A
ocTaBun ee B beae, OHa HUKOrAa He NPOCTUT MHe 3TOoro.
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[)KeHHa cnerka cKmmaet ero pyKy. OH yaAMBWMACA, KOr4a OHA HEXHO nornaguna ero weky. Ee
nanbubl 66111 MArKMMK. Ero cepaue 61Mn0cb Tak CUAbHO, YTO OH NOAYMan, OHa YC/bIWMKT.

— [Oxeb, Tol — He Tpyc. To, 4TO Tbl caenan AnA MeHs, OblNO O4YeHb My»KecTBeHHO. U A
6narogapHa 3a 310. He MHorme 6bl caenanm To XKe, YTO U Thl.

— B 3TOM HeT Huyero ocobeHHOro, — OH MOMbITA/ICA YCMOKOUTLCA, HO 3TO 3BYy4Yaso B €ro
COBCTBEHHbIX YLIaxX KaK c/1aboCTb.

— AX, HO 3TO HaCTONbKO HEODbLIYHO, YTO A4 3TOr0 HET C/0B.

[xeb He 3HaN, YTO JOMKEH CKAa3aTb HA 3TO.

OHa npoBesia pyKow Mno ero suuy, 3aTem BAo/b noabopoaKkan no apyron weke. OH 3aKpbin
rnasa.

— Tebe HpaBuTCA?

OH no4yBCTBOBAN, YTO y/blbaeTcA.

- [a.

Ee nanbupbl cnyctuaunce K ero rybam, npoberkanncb No wee 1 NOrnaanam 3aTblNoK.

C 3aKpbITbiIMK Fnazamu [xkeb noBepHynca K Hel HaBcTpedy. OH NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €€ AblxaHue
wekoyet emy Hoc. Ceppgue 6unocb B rpyauM Kak cymacwegwee. of 3aKpbITbIMW BEKaMU Bce
BCMbIXMBANO.

[OeHHa npuasuHynacb 6amke. OH MOYYBCTBOBA/ €€ TEn/o, pyKa BCE elweé nexkana Ha ero
3aTtbinke. Ero rybbl cnerka NpuMOTKPbIAUCL, HO TPOMKWUI XPYCT 3acTaBui 06OMX OTCKOUUTb Apyr OT
apyra. xkeb Bckoumn.

— Y710 310 6bI107? — cNpocKAa [KeHHa.

— be3 noHATMA. BO3MOXKHO, *KMBOTHOE, — NbiTanca Oxeb ycnokonTb nx oboumx. Ewe HekoTopoe
BpeMA OH MPUCAYWMBANCA, HO BCE OCTABa/JOCb CMOKOMHbIM. OH NOCMOTPEeNn Ha CMyLLEHHO
ynblbaswytoca JkeHHy. Tak KaK OH He 3Han, YTO emy AeNaTb UAM FOBOPUTb, OH MOLWEN K PIOK3aKy U
BbITALLMA ABE NycTble BYTbINIKW BOABI.

— A ngy uckatb Boay.

— Xopouwo.

— MoHo 4...

— [la, Tbl MOXeLlb OCTaBUTb MeHsA oAHY. HMKakmx npobaem.  NpoCTO HEMHOIO OTAOXHY.

OH nomeannn, cobmpan Bce CBOE MYKeCTBO.

— TONbKO YTO ceiyac... 3To Hbl1I0 NpeKpacHo.

— [a, Takm 66110, — CKa3ana TMxo [KeHHa.

[xeb nepemunHasca c 04HOM HOTU Ha APYrylo.

— A CKOPO BEpPHYCb, — C 3TUMM C/IOBAMM OH Mc4e3 mexay aepesbaMmU. OH Obin paa, 4To mor
HemHoro nobbiTb ogMH. OH Bonblue He XoTen cToATb nepes [AKeHHOMTAaKMM B3BOJIHOBAHHbIM, MOKa
OHa *KAana oT Hero 3Haka. Marus ynety4nnace.

Tuan, Katn u Muwa npoasuranuce Bnepen TAXKeNbiMU wWaramu, JleoH cneposan 3a HUMM,
cnepa, utobbl Mapu He oTcTaBana CAMWKOM cunbHO. CosHUE BCE elwé npATasocb 3a MJIOTHOM
061a4yHOCTbIO, KOTOpPaA, KaxkeTcA, 3abupana y AbixaHMA BO3Ayx. Becb AeHb He CTAaHOBMAOCH MO-
HacToALWEeMy CBETN0, HO B TO e BpemMA bbino ele aywHee u xapye. CHOBa M CHOBA OHW C/bILIANM
CTPawWHbIA BM3r. Mexay Tem TuaH cuumTan, YTO MOXKET Pas3/IMYUTb OTAe/ibHble ronoca. Kpuku mnx
npecnenosaTteneit 6bl1M CAOBHO MPUUYUTAHUSA UM KPUKKM BOAKN, N B TO »Ke BPema Kasanocb, byato
HaxoAUAUCb TaK 61M3KO, YTO IXOM OTAABA/INCL B €ro rosoBe.

— Y6bém, mbl YObéEM TebA!

Bnepean Hero Muwa B3gporHyn n obepHynca. JleoH Toxe obepHysca. Ho Tam HMKoro He 6bi10
BMAHO. HUKoro, KTo yrpoxan 6ol um, ToNbko Mapwu, KOTOpasa Bbirnagena UcnyraHHee, Yem Korpa-
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nnbo. JleOH MHCTUHKTUBHO Hallynan packaafHOM HOX, KOTOPbIA OTArowan u ygobHo nexan B ero
KapmaHe. OH 3Hasn, YTo ANA CBOe 3alnTbl UCMoJ1b30Bas bbl ero 6e3 npomeasieHus.

HeT, He rpynnbl. A 4TO ecnv oH pewmnn bbl MATK Aanblue B OANHOYKY. Y HEFO 04HOIO0 HblN HOXK, Y
Apyrux He 6bino WwaHcoB. Kak 6bl OH He obMaHbIBan cebq, OH H6bin He TakMMm Kak Oxeb. Hn KanenobKku.

JleoH cHoBa nocmoTpen Bnepes v ysuaen, 4to TuaH U KaTn He OCTaHOBAMBANUCL. Tenepb U
Mwuwa wén snepén, nocsie TOro Kak OXOTHUKU TaK U HE NOKa3anChb.

«Kak cTpaHHO, 4To Muwa 6bin egUHCTBEHHbBIM, KTO A0 HACTOALWEro MOMEHTa BCTPETMACA C
3TUMM cyLecTBamm. M cobCTBEHHO farKe 3TO He NOACKA3a/10 HAaM, Kak ¢ HUMK 6opoTbca. Mbl farke He
MOKem NOoAroToBMTbLCA 3apaHee». OH 3aaepKan B3rnag Ha Mapu n nogoxgan ee. OHa wna TAXKeNo
Apiwa. Ee obblyHO HregHoOe NMLO NMOKPACHENO M3-3a Kapbl M HAMPAXEHWUA, @ HO34PU APOXKaANM.
Kapue rnasa notepanu BCAKOE BblparKeHue, CIOBHO OHA YyXe cAanacb M Xaana Tenepb HacTynneHua
KOHUZa.

- Mapn?

OHa cnerka npunoaHAna ronosy.

— MNpubepern cBoM HaCMeELLIKN 1 NpoONoBeaMn, KOTOPbIE Tbl CHOBA XO4ellb NPOBECTU CO MHOW, —
3a4blxanacb oHa.

NeoH paccmenncs.

- Mponosegn?

— Ecnm Tbl He NpeKpaTuwb CBOM MOAKOAbLI, Nydwe oTBasn. Ho Toraa byap rotoB K Tomy, 4TO
YCNbIWKWLWb OT MEHA TO, 4To A 0 Tebe aymato.

OHHeBONbHO 3aynbibancA. Mapu Bbirnagena TakoM M3ALWHON U XOPOLWO BOCMUTAHHOM, HO
WHOrAa ee NpopbiBano. 1o u bbina ero yens.

— Y meHa Bonpoc. Ecnm mbl pewnm cenyac caenatb npmsan, 4Tobbl HEMHOMO OTAOXHYTb, Tbl
3aTeM CMOXellb MATU ganblie?

OHa nocmoTpena Ha Hero, NPULLYpUB rnasa.

— MpuBan? Bcé Bpema A gymana, YTO Mbl HE MOXKEM MNO3BO/INTb cebe 3Toro. He Tbl M 31O
CKasan, uto ntoban 3agepkKa Tenepb OyaeT HaKa3blBaTbCA U3rHAHWMEM M3 TPYNMbI?

— Camoe nosgHee 4yepes nosyaca Tol ynageub.

— W? Torpa octaBb MeHsA, Kak 1 [xkeHHy. B yem npobnema?

— Al He ocTaBAto TebA.

— O, HeT? OTKyAa nepemeHa B3rnagoB? Tbl BAPYr OTKPbIA B cebe ¢unaHTpona? — oHa cnabo
paccmesanacsb.

— Ecnm cobupaelwwbca meHA ockopbutb, 6ecnonesHo. Ho 3To He NomoXKeT Ham B byayLiem.

OHa He oTBeETMANA Ha 3TO.

- Utak?

-Yro?

— Tbl cmoKewwb 6exaTb Nocne oTapixa UK HeT?

Mapu nocmoTpen Ha Hero.

— [la, cmory. fl umeto B BMAY, YTO NOCTapatochb. Kak A0Aro A NnpogepKycb, He 3Hato.

— MHe f0CcTaTouHO 1 3TOro.

— Yo Tbl 3agyman?

— Maem, Mmbl 06roBopuM 3TO C OCTa/IbHbIMMU.

Mwuwa, TuaH, Katm wm M>apu nNonykpyromscTaam Hanpotms JleoHa. Bce 6bianM cunbHO
N3MOXKAeHbl. X nnua nexyaanm v nokpacHenw. Nybbl NOTpecKanucb, Tak Kak y HUX 6bonble He Hbiio
3anacoB BOAbl, OHW TAXKENO AblWann 1 eaBa cToAAN Ha Horax. [omumo Mapu,ewé xyxe 6b110 TuaHy.
A3maT, Kak Kazanocb J1IeoHy, NPUCYTCTBOBA 34eCb TONbKO dm3mnyeckun. Pyku npmkatol K 6oKkam, cnnHa
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COTHYTa — B TaKOW Mno3e OH cToAn Tam. CMHKMEe NpAaaM NPUAKMNAN KO Ny, YepHble BOJIOCbIHAMOKAN OT
nota.

JleoH 6pocun B3rnag Ha Katu. Kasanoch, y Heé ewé octanca 3anac cu/. TakKe Kak u y Muwu.
JleoH cTucHyn 3y6bl, 3aTem 061mn3an cyxue rybbl U CNIOHYA TYCTYIO CAOHY Ha 3emito. Cheaytollen
npobsemoi 6bina BoAa, HO OH AOJIKEH PELLUTb €€ NOo3XKe:

— Mbl HE MOXXeM MATU ganblue.

Bce monvanu.

— B Takom Temne Mmbl He cMoXKem ybexkaTb OT TeX, KTO MblTaeTcA Hac youTb. Bce paBHO, KTO OHM
— Noxututenn ayw wmam ybuiiubl. Mbl ngém Bce meaneHHee, B TO BPeMA KaK OHM NOAXOOAT BCe
H6uKe, Bbl Ke CNbIWaNAN KPUKK. ECnm mbl No-npexxHemMy NPOAOIKUM UATU, TO TONIbKO C/IOMAEMCA, U
Toraa 6yaem npenocTaBaeHbl MM COBEPLUEHHO 6eCNOMOLLHbIMU.

— Tbl XO4elb OCTAaHOBUTLCA U CparkaTbCA? — cnpocmaa Katn. — Yem? TBoum HOXKOM? YeTBepo
HEBOOPYKEHHbIX MOAPOCTKOB M CyMaclieAWwnii ¢ KapTopenepesKon, KOTOpbIA BEpPUT, 4TO mor bbl ¢
3TUM... YTO Obl He Myraso0 Hac TaM, CNPABUTLCA, — OHA HAaCMeLWMBO ynblbHynack. — Bcero xopouero,
HO A May Aanblue.

— Tbl He yrAaewb CAUWKOM ganeko, — BMewanca Muwa. — Yepes napy muib 1 Tbl OKaXKewwbCa
ncroweHa. JleoH npas, Mbl AOKHbI 34€Cb U CEMYAC YTO-TO NPeAnpPUHATL, YTOObI OTBAEYL UX OT Hac.
BO3MOMKHO, Ham Aarke He NpuAaeTca cparkaTbeA.

— Ham Hy)XHO CO/HUE, KOTOpoe nporHano 6bl npecneposateneit, He Tak nu? Ecam conHue
NOABUTCA MU3-3a Ty4, BO3MOXKHO, TOraa npobaema pewntca, — Hactamsana Katu.

JleoH noaHan ronosy K Heby. Obnaka HaKpbINM 3EM/IO KaK CaBaH.

— OHO He noABUTCA, — CAeNaN OH 3aKatoYeHme.

— fl He aymato, 4To JleoH Xo4eT gpaTbca, — npeanonoxuna Mspu. — Uan?

JleoH yamBneHHo nocmoTpen Ha Mapu. OueBnaHO, oHa Obina elle He HACTO/IbKO M3MYYeHa,
4yTO6bI HUYEro He NOHMMaTb. OH KUBHY.

— Y MeHs apyrou nnaH.

B3arnap JleoHa CKONb3HYAN MO HaAMPAXEHHbIM AULUAM rpyrnbl.

— Mbl nogoxKem TpaBy. BcAa cTtenb npeBpaTMTCA B MOpe OrHA M Mbl M36aBMMCA OT BCex
OXOTHWKOB 3a pas.

OHKM ycTaBuAUCb Ha Hero. HenoHumatowe. UcnyraHHo. OH OyKBanbHO yBWMAEN, KaK OHMU
obpabaTbiBanu MHPOpMaLMIO.

— DTO ynpaBnAemblii PUCK, — OXOTHO 0b6bAcHAN JleoH. — BeTep AyeT B NpaBW/IbHOM
HaNpPaBAEHMU, N NPAMO Ha TeX, KTO OXOTUTCA 3a Hamu. Echm OH BHE3anHO He pa3BEpPHETCA, Mbl B
6e3onacHoOCTW.

—A ecnu OH BCE e pa3ssepHeTca? — cnpocna Muwa.

JleoH noxan nneyamm.

— 3TO — OCTATOYHbIN PUCK TOTO, HAa KOTOPbLIN HAM HAZO0 NOMUTU. [Jpyron BO3MOXKHOCTM Y HAC HeT.

TuaH cHoBa 06pén cnocobHocTb roBopuTb. Ero ronoc 3syyan cnabo, Ho, NO KpaitHen mepe,
JleoH 6bin CNOKOEH, YTO OH BO3BpaLLLanca.

— Torpa noyemy cHayana Tbl Xoyelwb cAenatb npuean? — cnpocun TuaH. — MNoyemy mbl He
NOAOXKKEM TpaBy NPSAMO ceiyac?

— Mo pBym npuumHam. Bo-nepBblX, HAaM HYXXHO OTAOXHYTb, HabpaTbcA cwun, Beab ecnu
3aropuTcA BCA PaBHWHA CPasy, HaM HYXKHO ByaeT Kak MOXKHO BbicTpee ybpaTbca OTcto4a, — OH yKaszan
MM Ha HanpaB/ieHWe, B KOTOPOM HYXKHO HeXKaTb, OTKYAa Ha HUX AyN Nerkun BeTepok. —Bo-BTopbIx, A
xoTen 6bl yBUAETb HalMX NpecnefoBaTenen, Tak Kak X0dy 3HaTb, KTO WAKW 4YTO Hac npecnegyet. U
KpOMe TOro, Y HUX He A0/1KHO ObiTb BO3MOXHOCTM 060MTM OrOHb. A XOuy YBMAETb, KaK OHU NOTNOHYT
B HEM, BpEMEHHOE NPEeNMYyLLECTBO HE NOMOXKET Ham. UTaK, 4To Bbl AymaeTe?
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— Al cornaceH, — cka3an Muuwa.

— Al TO)Xe, — nocablWwanocb ot TuaHa.

— Mapu? — cnpocun J1eoH.

— fl c Bamu, — KuBHyNa Mapu.

— Katn?

— TBOWM NNaH KaxKeTcs MHe NoJiHbIM 6e3ymuem, — oHa rnyboko B3aoxHyna. — Ho Huyero bonee
noaxoaALWero MHe He NPUXOANUT Ha YM.

— Xopouwo, Toraa mbl gesnaem nepepbis. MNpurotosbrech. Korga Bbl byaete rotoBbl, HA4YHETCA
CNeKTaknb. byaem HageaTbCs, YTO BETEpP He pa3BepHeTca. Mula, Aai MHe TBOIO 3aXKUTasiKy.
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I'maBa 19

OHM CcTOANN PaACTAHYBLUMCb MONYKPYrom MPUBAM3UTENIBHO Ha CTO METPOB U CMOTPenun B
HanpaB/eHMe, U3 KOTOPOro NpuLaun. Mx Bcnotesllme Tesa 064yBan ropayunii Bo3ayx, HO He MPUHOCKUA
ox/laXAaeHuaA. HanpoTuB, OH OLLYLLA/ICA Ha KOXe KaK TbiCAYM TOHKMX UTroJIoK. X ogerkaa npuannna K
HEBbIHOCMMO YecaBLUEeMYCA Teny, HO HUKTO He ABurancsa. Mosya n npuctanbHo rnaga sneped, Muua,
TwnaH, JleoH, Mapu u Katu Kaganum, Korga npecaenoBateny nogonayt nobamxe.

MX HenoHATHbie 3BYKM U XPUMAble KPUKU OblIM SICHO C/bIWHbI U OKYTbIBAa/IM B TAMXKENO
NepeHoCMMYIO 3BYKOBYIO Kyaucy. [encTtButenbHo, JIEOH cabillan OXOTHMKOB Tenepb Ayylle, ayylle,
yem Koraa-nmbo npexae. OHKU bbiin 61M3Ko. OH KaK pa3 pasmbilaAA Hag TeM, YTO AO/IKHA 6bina
nepexutb Mbapu, 4yTobObl aBTOMATMYECKM MNPEANnoNOKWUTb, YTO MX MNpPecnefoBano 4YTO-TO Takoe
MMUCTMYECKOe, Kak lMoxututenn ayw. Bo Bcakom cnydae, oHM 6bian rotoBbl. OH 6bin rotoB. Cpeam
BCEX 3TUX MPOH3UTENbHbIX KPUKOB U PEBA OH MOT pPacC/blllaTh elle CAblWHbIN WwenoT: «Tbl bygelb
MONUTb O CBOEW }KankoM vida loca*!» (npum. nep. ucn. KmM3Hb)

Bonocbl Ha 3aTbinKe JleoHa BCcTanm Apblbom. 3TK Npu3sbiBbl 06paLwanmce K Hemy. Ho Tem 6onblue,
4yem npexage, OH NoYyBCTBOBAs, YTO roToB 6opoTbcA. Korga oH nocMmoTpen Hanpaso B cTOpoHy Mapw,
CTOABLUYIO OT HEro HenoAaneKky , OH MOHAJ, YTO OHa ToXKe cAblwana ronoc. OHa B yace LWMPOKO
pacKpbina rnasa. OH XOTen KPUKHYTb e, YTO npecnenoBaTenu, Nno-BMANMOMY, HaLeIMAUCb Ha HEro,
HO NpMKasan cebe 0cTaBaTbCA CKOHLUEHTPUPOBaAHHbIM. X npecnegoBaTeneit Noka 66110 HEBO3MOXKHO
pa3rnaaeTb B BbICOKOM Tpase.

JleoH coluypun rnasa u ewe pas npogyman csoi nnaH. Caenan nn oH owmnbky? Het, aTo Hbina
NX eAMHCTBEHHAs BO3MOMKHOCTb, U MOKa BETep He U3MEHWUN HanpaBAeHWNE, Y HUX Dbl XOPOLLMIA WaHC
OKPYXUTb OXOTHMKOB OFHEM M 3TMM CHOBAa BbIMIPaTb NPEMMYLLECTBO B paccTtofaHun. Ecan Betep B
3TOM HanpaBAEHUM OCTAHETCA AOBOJIbHO CU/IbHbIM, MONYKPYr COMKHETCS, U 3TO ByAEeT KOHLLOM 3TUX
hijos de puta*! (npum. nep. * cykKnHbIX cbiHOB) JIEOH HanpsAXKeHHO NoCMOoTpen Ha TuaHa, cTosBLIEero B
ABagLaTU MeTpax OT Hero. MapeHb KPenKo CXaB B Kynak Aep)Kas CBOW TpaBaHOM daKen, KOTopbIm
XOTen noarkeyb Tpasy. /Lo TMaHa HanoOMMHaNO MacKy. [ToBsA3Ka Ha ywax XoTa U He NPOomnycKana ux
AEeNCTBUE, HO A8 AaHHOM CMTyauum oHa bbina becnosie3Ha. Koxka Ha ero nmue HaTaHynacb, Koraa oH
CYZLOPOXKHO BCMATPUBA/ICA B FOPU3OHT.

Muwa ¢ Apyron CTOPOHbI, KOTOPbIMA CTOAN NOOAanb C/ieBa OT Hero, NPoOu3BOAM/ CMOKOMHOE,
cobpaHHoe BnevatneHune. Ero naeun paccnabneHHo onyuleHbl, My4OK TpaBbl OH cBOOOAHO AepKan B
pyke. Mwiua CMOHTAaHHO MNPEeAJIOKUA 3TO PacCMOoJIOKEHUE TMOJYKPYrom, U 3aTem, O4YeBUAHO
YOVBAEHHbIA CBOMM 3HaHMEM, BHe3anHo 3amMonK. Tenepb OH 3ameTun B3rnag JleoHa u nobegHo
noaHsan 6onbliok nanedy,

CnpaBsa oT Hero Mapu cmoTpena Bganb. OHa He 3ameyana ero, BHeLHe Ka3aacb NPaKTUYeCcKn
CMOKOMHOM, HO OH BUAEN, KaK 3aApoKanu eé Beku. MpuuynmHon 3Tomy morna bbiTb XKapa uau
KOHLLeHTPaLMsA, C KOTOPOWM OHa UCKana BParos.

C camoro kKpato ctoana Katu. BecnokoiHasn, Hanps»KeHHas, NepeMmHancb C OAHOM HOMM Ha
Apyryto. E€ rybbl pacTAHYAUCb B AMKYHO YCMeELLKY. PbixKMe BOIOCbI UMPain C ee IMLLOM NPU KaXKg0M
AyHOBeHUK BeTpa. Mpamo-Taku 60rMHA BolHbI, cobpaHHasA M rotoBan K 600, OHa BbITAHYNA KynakK C
3a*KaTblM B HEM NYYKOM TPABbl HABCTPEYY eLLe HEBUANMOMY NPOTUBHUKY.

Katn byaeT gpatbca Ao nocnegHero B3Aoxa, ecam noHagobutca. OHa 6bina Henpeackasyemold,
KOBapHOM M OMACHOM, HO OH YAMBAANCA €e CMENOCTU B 3TOM XKYTKOM cuTyaumun. MNoxoxke, OHa He
MOTNa A0XAATbCA BCTPEYMN C NpecnenoBateNaMmn ANLOM K auuy. JTeoH noKayan rooBoM B NOJHOM
yausneHunn. Ceiyac pagoBancs, YTO OHa HAaXo4uMNachb cpeam HUX — ee BOMHCTBEHHbIN AyX, BO3MOXHO
eule noHaagobuTca.
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Korga OH CcHOBa MNOCMOTpPen B HaMpaB/ieHUMW, OTKYyAA [AO/KHbl  6blanM  NOABUTLCA
npecnefosatenn, oH ysngen 3to. CHa4yana oH Aymas, 3TO MepLaeT NogoXKeHHble GpaKenbl Ha XKape,
HO HEeT, B BbICOKOW TpaBe Obl/I0 KaKoe-To ABUMKEHUE.

Ho 370 6b11K He Wweawune 33 HUMN OXOTHUKM.

310 6bII0 MOXOXKe Ha BOJIHbI 3€/1EHO-KENTOFO MOPA CTenW, KATMBLUMXCA Ha HuX. Tpasa
CKNOHANACb Ha3ag, Noj KaKon-To cMnoi. Ha MrHoBeHMe ero pasym He Mor NOHATb, YTO NPOMCXOAUNO.
3aTem Ha Hero obpyLINNOCh MOHUMAHME.

OHu nponanu.

BeTep nomeHAn HanpasaeHue.

M BmecTe C BeTPOM YrpoXKatoLne KPUKK X Bparos 3By4Yanu eLe rpomye.

JleoH yepTbIXHYACA.

— Y710 Ham Tenepb Aenatb? — 3akpuyan Muwa.

JleoH MoNHMEeHOCHO 064yMan BO3MOXHOCTH, HO COBCTBEHHO, Y HUX He 6bl10 BbiIbopa. KoHeYHO,
OHM MOT/IN NONbITaTbCA yHeXKaTb NPOUb, HO 3TO HE NPOAUTCA AOITO, U OHU OKAXKYTCA B TOYHO TAKOM
e cuTyaumm.

— Mbl BCe paBHO NOAOMKMKEM TPaBY, — KPUKHYA OH OCTa/IbHbIM.

—Y70?! — Muwa Kaszanca obeckypaxKeHHbIM, OCTa/IbHble TOXKE HeL0BEPUYMBO CMOTPENN HA HETO.
— Tbl coBepLlUeHHO cowen ¢ yma? Mbl Bce Toraa oKaXkemca B orHe!

JleoH nbiTanca octaBaTbCA CNOKOMHbIM. HUKTO He A0/IKEH 3aMeTUTb, YTO OH ToXKe boanca.

— Mbl 3Hanu, 4TO HaWK OXOTHUKM 60ATCA OrHA. M ecnm Tpasa ropeTb, oHM Bonblue He ByayT Hac
npecnenosatb.

— A, 1 Tbl AYMaeLlb, Mbl LOCTaTOYHO BbICTPblEe, YTOObI yHeXKaTb OT CTENHOMO NoXapa? — bpocuna
Katn.

—Y70... 0 yem Bbl Tam roBopuTe? — TMaH caenan war K SleoHy.

— Bbl ocTaetecsh, rae Haxogutecb! TuaH, Tbl Toxe! BaxkHO, YTOBObI Mbl OAHOBPEMEHHO NOAONKINN
TpaBy, TaK OrOHb pacnpeaenuTca paBHOMEpPHO, — PABKHYA Ha Hero J1eoH.

— Ho Tbl XXe He moXKelb...

Bbilwe 1 rpomye, yem npexkae, Bce NpecaeaoBaTesIn CUHXPOHHO 3aBbl/IN. DTO NPO3BYYaNO KaK
CUIHaN K HanageHuo. Bce passepHyaun ronossl.

A 3atem JleoH yBuaen mx.

TemHble dpurypbl, KOTopble yrpoKatowe NPUbAnKaAncb K HUM. Ho 4To-To BbIIO He Tak, NOToOMy
YTO OH MOF PacCMOTPETb WX TONbKO [AOBOJSIHO CMyTHO. Kasanocb, 6yATO OHM MOCTOAHHO
pacTBOPA/INCL U CHOBa cobupanncb 3aHOBO. HEBO3MOXKHO 6b110 paccMOTpeTb AeTanew, nL, TONbKO
CUNY3Tbl, KaK BYATO TO/IbKO HEYETKME KOHTYPbI Nepes, HessipKUM conHuem. Ho conHue 6b110 3aTAHYTO
obnakamu, B 3TUX MpPayYHbIX CyMepKax He 6blno TeHeWl. JlIeoH npuwypwun rnasa. Fnyboko BTAHyA
ropsunii BO3AYyX W CHOBA BbIAOXHY/N, MbITAaACb CKOHLEHTPMPOBATbCA, M KapTMHA BHE3aNHoO
npoAcHWNack. JIeoH B34POrHy .

He3Hakomubl 6blan NOXOXKM Ha Hero. Myckyauctble, cmoTpenu 3nosewe. W noscioay
TaTyMpoBKK. N BOOpyKeHbl A0 cambix 3yboB. Koraa oHn 3ametunn JleoHa, cdopmmMpoBanocb cemepo
npecnefoBaTenie U OHW BbITALLMAM CBOE OpYKMe. YeTBepo 13 HUX 6bliv BOOPYKEHbI MUCTOIETaMK,
KOTOpPbIE OHW CHANM C NPefoXpaHUTens c S3BUTeNbHON yAblOKoM. OcTasnbHble GbLICTPO BbITAWMAN
OCTpble, OJIMHHbIE N1e3BMA CO C/bIWHbIM Wenykom. OHWU aepKasiMcb Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOAHUK, HO
NOCTOAHHO OCTABa/IMCb B ABWMMKEHWUM, KaK ByATO BbINONHANM onpeaeneHHyto xopeorpaduio. Mexay
HUMW KONbIXan pacKkaneHHbl Bo3ayx. MOXHO 6b110 HaYMHATL MePATLCA CUAAMM.

Mapun 3aBm3xKana. TnaH BCKPUKHYA. KITU BbIKpUKMBANA NPOKAATMA. TonbKO Muwa mn fleoH
KOHTpoanpoBanu cebs, garke ecnm JIeoH 3HaA, YTO Ha ero AMLe OTPAXKa/ICA TONbKO YNCTbIN CTPAX.
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— Y Hac HeT Bblbopa. J/Inbo oroHb, MMb6o mbl Bce ympem. MpurotoBbtecb! Mbl AOAXKHbI ObITb
bbicTpee ux! — KpMKHYA JleoH cBoel rpynne. 3aTem OH BbITallW/ 3aXurasnky, nogbexkan K Mapu u
noaskér ee daken, nocnewnn ganbwe K Katm, TmaHy M, HakoHel, K Muwe. B KOHUe OH noaHec
3aXKMUranKy ApOXKaLLEN PYKOM K CBOEMY Ny4YKy TpaBbl. Tenepb ropesiv Bce NATb TPaBAHbIX GpaKenos.

Tenepb Bce cemb GUryp Kak No KomaHae npuwnn B asuxkeHne. OHWM Npmubankanucb, HO Bbinun
elule He A0CTAaTOMHO 6/M3KO0, YTOObI OrOHb MOr MOBAMATL Ha HUX. OH AO/IKeH Obln NomaTb KX B
CamMbll NOCNeaHNA MOMEHT, HE3a40r0 A0...

— Ce-e-e-iyac! — npopesen JleoH, noakuraa Tpasy y cebs nog Horamu, bpocmn daken B cBOUX
NPOTMBHMKOB M NobexKan.

Bpocus B3rnag Yepes naevyo, OH yBUAEN, YTO OCTa/IbHble NOCNEA0BaA/IN €r0 NPUMEPY, NOAO0XKIN
TPaBY B HY}KHbII1 MOMEHT 1 BPOCUINCH NPOYb.

OroHb pacnpoCcTPaHUCA 3a CYUTAHHbIE CEKYHAbI. [lbIM BbI3Ban y HErO Kalleb U HEBbIHOCUMbI A
¥Kap OrHA, Kasanocb, cobmpanca Npu KaxKAOM B340Xe BblXKeUb ero nerkne. OH nobexxan ganblie.

Korga JleoH obepHynca ewe pas, OH AOBONIbHO OTMETM/, YTO 30HA OFHA LIMPOKO U CUAbHO
pacnpocTpaHunacb. [lbIM OT ropeHua Tpasbl NOAHMMANCA B BO34yX, U CHOBa Yy JleoOHa CNOXWAOCb
BNeYyaT/eHme, 4To n306parkeHne pacnabliBanock. bbln M BUHOM TOMY OroHb? Mauv € ero rnasamum Yto-
TO cnyyYnnocb? Moyemy OH CHOBA BUAEN TaK CMyTHO? ®Purypbl cHoBa npuobpenun naasyyyro dopmy,
KOTOpble Obl/IY YEPHBIMU N HEACHBIMU HA ropu3oHTe. OHKU He NpecefoBaNM UX.

«OHM He oCMenuBalTCA NPOMTU Yepe3 oroHb. CKOpo 3aech Bce byaeT ropeTtb. M mbl byaem B
CaMOM LLEeHTPE MOPSA OTHA».

Moka J1eoH 3a4bIxasncb 6e¥xKan, KaxAayt CeEKyHAY OH OXWAan, YTo Pa3facTca BbICTPEN M3 OL4HOTMO
M3 OrHecTpenbHbIX OpPYXW. OH NpPaKTUYEeCKM MOr paccabiwaTb cyxoe wuneHne nyau. Ho
npecnefoBaTeNIM He CTPENAAN B HUX. ITO ele 6bonblie nyrano JleoHa.

«OHW XOTAT B3ATb HAC XXUBbIMMY». BO3HMKNA MbIC/b U3 HUOTKYAA.

Ho 3auem nm 310?

Y10 OHM 3a4yMann OTHOCUTENBHO Hac?

— berute! — Kpnyan oH Ha Apyrux. — berute pagm Bawen xe KusHu!

TUWKWHA M XONOAHbLIA BO3A4YX XOpPOWO nogencTsoBanuM Ha [Keba. B nouckax pyyba OH
npoknagbisan cebe nytb B rnybuHy neca. OH 4YyBCTBOBAA, KaK ero cMna BO3Bpallasiacb Hasag. Emy
MOYTW Ka3anocb, YTO eC NepesasBan eMy SHEPTUIO KaK YacTULLEe 3TOr0 NPEKPACHOro KPyroBopoTa.

OH gyman o [)KeHHe, 0 TOM, Y4TO NOoYTU Nomsowno. OHM NOYTK NoLenoBanucb. Mexay HUMM
4TO-TO 6bIN0, MCKPA. OH 3TO YETKO YYBCTBOBAN U CYUTAN, YTO [KEHHA TOXKe 3TO OLyLaeT.

HeBepoATHO. Mbl Aake He 3Haem, NepeXMBem I AeHb, He TOBOPA YXKe 0 TOM, YTOObl BbICTOATb
NpPeacToALLYIO HOYb, M BCE PABHO 3TO NPOMUCXOAMT.

YyBcTBa K [I)KeHHe nyranu ero, nyraam Ao cMepTu. ITo Bblno He TO MecTo M He TO Bpema Ans
TaKoro BMAa 4yBCTB.

[>xeb octaHoBMACA, 4TOBbI COpUeHTMPOBaTbCA. OH Nocnea0Ban NO BbITONTAHHOW AUKOM Tpone,
No KOTOPOW HajeAnca BbIMTU K Boae. M Tenepb, Koraa ero warn 6osblie He NepeKkpbiBaav 3BYKU
OKpYy»KatoLLeln cpeabl, OH yCAbllwan ero snepegun. bynbKkaHbe u )ypyaHue pydba. [xkeb B3JOXHYN C
obneryeHnem. OH He Ayman, 4To HanaeT BoAy Tak bbicTpo.

Korga oH npobpancs 4yepes ABa ryCcTbiX KyCTa ManopoTHMKA, OH yBUAEN ee. Y3KyH PeKy,
KOTOpan M3BMBasacb Yepes NOAECOK. B BO3ayxe XKyKKanm myxu. PAgom ¢ HUm nopxana 6abouka.

[xeby npuwnocb cnycTuTbca No HeboNbWOMY CKAOHY, YTOOblI A06pPaTbCA A0 BOAbI, YACTOMN U
60XKeCTBEHHO CBEXeM, NpoTeKaBlen MUMO Hero. OH cen Ha KOPTOYKW, 3a4eprnHya NOJIHYHO FopCTb
BOAbl M Hayan nutb. Moka [keb6 Habupan nonHole OYyTbINKKM, €ro B3rnAg4, NEepPemecTuaca Ha
NPOTUBONOJIOXKHbIN Heper. Tam NognecoKk 6bin rywe 1M gepeBba ctoAann 6auxe apyr K apyry. OHa
6pocanu rnyboKyto TeHb U GOPMUPOBAIN TEMHYIO cTeHy. [Keb KaK pa3 paccmaTpuBan CTPaHHOWM
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$OopMbI CTBO, KOTOPbIM YMan B peKy U MeAJIEHHO Pa3pyLlancs, Koraa 3aMeTUN ABUKEHUE Ha APYrom
b6epery. CHayana OH noaymasn, yuto owmnbca. OH cdoKycupoBancs Ha 3Tom mecte. MeasieHHO
NPoABU/ICS KOHTYP.

«Tam KTo-To ecTb. CTOUT HenoaBuKHO. OAUH M3 HaluMX NpecaenoBaTenein?»

MHCTUHKTUBHO OH XOTeN OTNPAHYTb HAa3aZ, HO NpPUKasan cebe TepnenmBso *KaaTb.

HUKaKux pe3knx ABuxKeHN. Bo3mMOoXKHO, ero ewé He 3ameTuu.

Kro 6bl He cKpblBanca Tam B MNoAJNecKe, OH CMOTPen NpsmMOo B ero HanpasneHuu. [xeb
MeONEHHO 3aKpyTua OyTbIIKM C BOAOM. 3aTem 3aKpbia [/1a3a: BO3MOXKHO, BCE 3TO Oblaa TONbKO
ranntoUMHaLMA Nocae HanpsaXKeHHoro AHA. Korga oH cCHOBa OTKpPbIA F1asa, purypa ncyesna.

[xeb nbiTanca yboeauTb ceba, YTo TamM HMKOTAa HUKOro He 6b110. OH OCTOPOXKHO MoAHANCA U
CTan NOAHMMATBLCA MO CKAOHY. M BHe3anHO OH novyscTBOBan 3T0. CnMHY nokanbiBano. Kro-To
Habnoaan 3a HUM. OgHMM BbICTPbIM ABUMKEHMEM OH Pa3BepPHY/ICA.

BblNo ACHO BUAHO, YTO MEXAY AEPEBbAMMU CTOAN MAIEHbKNI ManbyYMK. BO3MOXKHO, neT aecaTu.
YepHble, cnyTaBlMecAa BOIOChI Naganu Ha ronble y3kMe naedn. B HUX 3anyTanncb MenKkue AncTba U
KYCKM Kopbl. ManbynK 6bla1 abCONOTHO roNbiM, 32 UCKAKOYEHUEM KOXAHOW MOBA3KW Ha beapax.
BpoH30BaA Koxa, KOCTAABAA rpyab W YrnoBaTble NAEYM AeNaNM €ro TaKUM e UCCOXLIUM KaK Cyxue
BETKM. [)keb yCcTaBUACA HA HErO, U Ma/IbYMK OTBETUN HA €r0 B3rNA4, YEPHbIMM Kak HOYb Frnasamu.

KTo 310? YTO 34€Ch AENaeT ManbymK?

MoyemMy-TO OH CYUTaN, YTO B 3TOM NYCTbIHE HET APYIUX NHOAEN KPOME HUX.

Y10 emy Tenepb Aenatb? MoxeT 6biTb, eMy CTOMNO Bbl OTBECTM €r0 K APYrMM N0ASM, KOTopble
MOTIM NOMOYb UM C [J}KeHHOM. BO3MOKHO, OHWM 3HA/IM O N1abUPUHTE U BpaTax, KOTOPbIX OHWU AO/IXKHbI
O0CTUYb, BOSMOXHO, OHW 3HANN AOPOrYy U KakK eé CoOKpaTUTb. JIlogm 03Hauyanu nNuLLy U KPoB, eC/IN OHU
HACTPOEHbI APYHKENOOHO NO OTHOLIEHUIO K HUM.

[a, ecau...

B0O3MOKHO, 3TOT tOHOLWA MePBbIA NPU3HAK ONACHOCTU. BnosHE BO3MOXHO, YTO OH cam Obin
BOCNPUHAT KaK yrposa.

«fl poMKeH YTo-TO caenaTb», — ybexkaan ceba Jxkeb. OH megneHHO PAcKpbli PYKK, 4Tobbl KX
6bl10 XOpOWO BMAHO WM MOKasan emy nycTble NagoHM C NycTbiMM ByTblnKamu, 06bACHAA, 4TO
6e30pyKeH N He XOTeN HUYEro NaoXoro.

ManbumnK He nowesennncs. bes ABUKEHNA OH CMOTPEN Ha Hero.

— MNpuBeT, — KPUKHYAN [xKeb.

HuKakol peakumu.

— MeHs 308ByT [)keb, a Teba?

Kasanocb, 4To Apyroit He MOHMManN ero, Tak Kak BCe eLé He ABUrancs.

Ho 3aTem manbumnk NoAHAN NPaBYIO PYyKy B 3HAK NPUBETCTBUA.

[xeb ynblbHyncA.

N ManbumnK ToXKe yablbHyncA. M3-3a 3Toro ctan BuAeH 60/bLIOK NPOMENKYTOK Mexay 3ybamu.
OH 6b1n mnaaue, yem [xkeb ayman.

[xxeb cHoBa NpOKpKUYan cBoe MMA, HO MasIb4MK NPOAONKAN MONYATD.

TaK OHM cTOANAM ApPYr NPOTUB APYyra. 3aTeM MasbyYMK yKa3aa pyKon BBepx Mo peke. Ero mmmuKa
He M3MeHWNACb, HO B 3TOM ecTe 6bl/1o YTO-TO, Yero [eb He mor NOHATb. EMy NoyT Kasanock, Y4To
MaJIbuMK 0 YEM-TO Npeaynpexkgan. C1oBHO TaM NogKunaana onacHoOCTb.

-Y10? — KpMKHYA dKeb. — YTo Tam?

OH nocmoTpen BBepx Mo peke. Ho Tam He 6b110 HMYero HeobblvHOro. Peka Tepsiiach BAasneKke B
rnybuHe 3eneHn neca. OH BCMATPMBACA B 3e/€HYIO NMYCTOTY, NOKa €ro rnasa He Havanu cnesmnTbeA.
Korga oH cHoBa NOCMOTPEN Ha MasibyyraHa Ha TOM CTOPOHE PeKM, TOT MUcYes.

[xeb moprHyn u noTép rnasa.
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Tam HUKoro He bblno.

OH owmnbea?

Het!

OH ewe pa3 NOCMOTPEN B HanpasBAeHWM, HA KOTOPOE YKasbiBa/l MasbyMK. B BO3gyxe 4TO-TO
6b110. OnacHocTb Npubankanacb. OH MOr eé YyBCTBOBATb.

[xeHHa!

[KeHHa BCE eLlwé cmaena Ha TOM Xe MmecTe M CMOTPeNa Ha Hero.

— WN? — cnpocnna oHa NONHAA OXKUAAHUNA.

[xeb nogowen K HeEN U ONYCTUACA PAAOM Ha JIECHYIO 3EMJIIO.

—Tbl Ke B NO/IHOM 3amMellaTeNIbCTBe, — cKasasna [xKeHHa. — YTo cayumnocs?

[Oxeb pacckasan el o BcTpede ¢ Masbuymkom. OH pacckasan e u o6 ouwylweHUn yrposbl,
NCXOAMBLUEN M3 TOTO HanNpPaB/EHUS.

—... KaK byATO OH XOTeN MeHA nNpeaynpeanTb 0 YEM-TO, MOHUMAELLb, HO A HE 3Hato, 0 YEM.

— O Tom, uTO 6bIN10 B COObLLEHNN?

— A1 He mory npeactaBUTb. YTo 6bl 3TO HM 6bINO, OHO cneayeT 3a JIEOHOM M OCTa/ibHbIMU MO
ctenn. Ecam 6ol OHKM NOWAKM 33 HaMM, OHM Obl yXKe AaBHO Nomanu Hac. OHO, OHa, ax, MPOKAATLE, A HE
3Halo.

— MoKeT 6bITb, OH XOTe/1 NOKa3aTb HanpaB/eHNe, B KOTOPOM Tbl AO/IKEH UATW.

[keb nokayan ronoBoii.

— 370 6bl 3HAYMNO CHOBA MOKWUHYTb NEC U BEPHYTbCA Ha3ag Ha paBHMHY. A aymato, 3To 6bi10
npeaynpexaeHne. Ham HyXHo natu ganbwe. Mbl nocneayem no peke HEKOTOpoe BPEMSA, 3aTEM
CBEPHEM B HaMnpaB/iEHNU, B KOTOPOM A B NOC/AeAHUN pa3 BUAEN 3Be3aY.

—Tbl TaK XOPOLLO 3aNOMHM pPacnonoxKeHne 38e3apbl? Tbl yBEPEH, YTO Mbl He 3abayaMmca, U He
HayHem 6eraTtb Nno Kpyry?

— Het, He cnpawwuBail noyemy, HO 34€eCb, No4 KPOHamMW AEPEBLEB, A 3HalD, r4Ae HaxoAuTcs
3Be3/a Ha Hebe.

OHa BONpOCUTENbHO MOCMOTPENA Ha Hero.

— Al gymato, B Moel npexHen Xu3Hu A Yyacto bbiBan B necy. Bcé 34ecb Takoe 3HAKOMOE, U A
3HA0, HA YTO AO0/MKeH obpalwaTb BHMMaHMe. fl pacno3Hato, Hanpumep, HebecHoe HanpaB/ieHWe Mo
MXy Ha gepeBbax. Mox Bcerga pacTeT Ha BAaXKHOW CTOPOHe CTBOMA, HAa CTOPOHE, C KOTOpPOM uaet
[0XAb, MO3TOMY Yallue BCero ¢ cesepa. fl YyBCTBYO cebA 34eCb KaK AOMa, BO3MOXKHO, 34€eChb rae-to
mosA cyabba?

—Tbl NOMHMLWb TaK MHOTO, — [)KeHHa MATKo yAbl6HyNachb.

— Mo pgepywka. Tenepb A BCMOMHWA. 9TO AO/XHO ObITb OH paccka3an mMHe o060 Bcex 3TUx
BeLLax.

OHa nocMmoTpena Ha Hero co CTOPOHbI.

— Tbl BuaMwb? Ewe BOCNOMMHAHMA. Tbl y)Ke AOCTAaTOYHO OTAOXHYA, 4YTOObl HECTU MeHA
Aanblwe? MU3-3a Toro, 4to Tebe NPMLWNOCL UCKATb BOAy, Tbl BCce Bpemsa 6bla Ha HOrax, M COBEPLUEHHO
He MOT BOCCTaHOBWUTb CUbI.

— Co mHo Bce B nopsake. B necy A cmor HabpaTtbca cma. Y Hac ewé ecTb HEMHOIO BPpeMeHM
noKa byaeT CBETN0, HAM HYXKHO €ro Ucnosb30BaTb. A MOry BOCCTaHOBUTb CU/Ibl HOUYbIO, KOTA4a CTaHeT
CIMLWKOM TEMHO, YTOObI MATK Aanblue.

OHM NoAroTOBUINCD K BbIXOAy.

He obopaumnBasch, J/leoH, TuaH, Mapu, Muwa n Katn 6exkanm B CTOPOHY Aa/IbHUX FOp, KOTOPbIX
Tenepb 6bI0 ropasao Ayylle BUAHO Ha ropusoHTe. JIeoH AeprKancs nocieaHum, nepeg HUM Mapu
MbiTanacb AepXaTb TeMM, HO ee wWarM O6blaM 3ameTHO measneHHee. Muwa, Katm n TuaH Toxe
NMOKa3blBa/M ABHblE NPU3HAKM YCTaNOCTU. JIEOH KPUKHY/T UM, YTO OHU A0/1XKHbI OCTAHOBUTLCA.
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OHM CTOANN B BbICOKOM TpaBe, HAaK/JOHMBLUUCL BMepes, 3aA4blXafAcb M KawnAs. TuaH ynan Ha
3emnto, KaTu Kawnana Tak, 4To He Moraa AplwaThb.

Y JleoHa 6bl10 4YyBCTBO, 4YTO KTO-TO YZQpPWA HOXOM emy B OOK. BO3moXHO, oguH K3
npecnenosartenei BbicTpennn B Hero? OH ocmoTpen 6ok. HeT, oH 6bin HeBpeaum. OH 3a40XHYACA Obl
13-3a NOAHMMAIOLLENCA CNMU3U, U NOITOMY CNOHYA ee.

BeTep AoHeC 00 HUX AbIM. YKe ceilyac eaBa MOMKHO Obl10 paccMOTpeTb COBCTBEHHbIE PYKU.
Yag Ker rnasa.

Y710 32 AbABONAMM Bbln 3TM NpecnenoBaTenn? NMoyemy OHWU BbITNAAENN TAKUMU MOXOKUMU HA
Hero? Bce WX TaTyMpoOBKWM BbIriA4enn Kak ero cobcrBeHHble. CNOBHO OH CMOTpPeN B 3epKaso.
YausutenbHo, 4to [xKeb u [)KeHHa, Korga oHM Halau ero, He ybexkaim npouyb.

PaHblUe OH ToXe Obl/1 TAKUM XKe KaK OHM? HeT, oHM 6bian Bparamu, oH YyBCTBOBAJI, OHU Bcerga
66111 MMmn. OHM NpecnefoBasn ero U3 CTapoi *KU3HK, YTobbl YOUTb. YTO Ke OH caenan, 4Tobbl OHU
Tak becnow,agHo OXOTUANCH 33 HUM?

Mpn BCceM y»Kace, KOTOPbIM OH McCMbITana, JIEOH MOHMMAnN BCHO CTPAHHOCTb CUTyauuu. YTo-To
34ecb He TaK, HO OH He MOr HanTn owunbky. To, 4yTO ero AencTBMTENbHO Myrano, 6bino
HeMaTepuanbHO, U OH peLlna, NPU cnegyowein BO3MOXHOCTM NOrOBOPUTL C OCTaNbHbIMKU 06 3TOM.
Psagom c HUM pasganca CTOH.

JleoH nocmoTpen Ha Muwly, KOTOPbIN NPUKPbIBAA F1a3a PyKOW 1 BrAAAbIBAACA BAANb.

— U? — BblgaBma oH ¢ Tpygom. Ero wes 6bina BbIBEPHYTA M KarKgoe CA0BO, KOTOpOe NOKMAANo
ero poT, NPUYMNHAN0 6ONb.

— FopuM30HT ropuT, — rpybo npowenTtan Muwa. — Besge nnamsa. Hawux npecnegosatenei Hurge
He BMAHO. Ho Ham Hy»KHO ganblie. TpaBa 3aropenach Kak TpyT.

«Jepbmo», — nogyman JleoH. 3To Bce 6bIN0 3pA.

Korga oHa ornaHynca, pakTMYeCcKM UX MONOMKEeHWe Kasasnocb 6e3HagexHbiM. MenTto-kpacHas
CTEHA OrHA M4anacb Ha HUX. YepHbI Abim 6bla noscroay. HMagHbli, KaK XULLHMK, NOXKap NoXKupan
3em/it0. TeMHble napbl NoOgHMMANAUCb B HEGO. ITO BbIFNALENO KaK camMa NPeucnoaHasA, Kak cam ag,.
Bo3gyx 6b1n1 g0 601K cyxum, OT HEro KoXKa Yyecanacb. JTeoH NoYyBCTBOBA, YTO ero rybbl TPeCHyn, 1
NoXKeslan y»Ke He B NepBbli pa3 xoTa Obl IMOTOK BoAbl. Ero A3bIK OLLYLWANCA KaK KaMeHb BO pPTy, eMy
6b1N10 TAXKENO FOBOPUTD.

— Y10 TENEpb? — NpPOXpUNen oH.

Mwuwa yamMBneHHO NOCMOTPE/ Ha Hero.

— Al ;ayman, Tol 3HaewWb, 4YTO AeNaTh.

— bonbLlue Her.

— Xopowo. CmoTtpute, — Muwa NOCMOTPeN Ha TOPU3OHT. — Y HAC OCTAaeTcA He TaK MHOro
BO3MOXKHOCTel. HKaaTb 34ecb, NOKa OroHb AobepeTcs A0 HAc, He BapWaHT. bexaTb ganblue —Toxe
HeT, ec/IM NOCMOTPETb Ha Hac.

- Utak?

— Ecnv Henb3A cToATb Ha MecTe uan 6exkaTb Aanblie, TOr4a HYXKHO UATW.

JleoH 6bin owenomneH. Cnokonctene Muwn BNe4aTAUNO ero.

— Tbl NpPOCTO Xo4yelwb MPOryAATbCA B CTOPOHY OT OFHA? — HEeAO0BEPUMBO CMPOCUMA OH. —
HeBO3MOXHO.

Mwuwa ¢ Tpyaom yabibHyncs.

— Mbl nogoxaem.
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3T0 Havanocob ¢ Wyma. CHavyana Nerkoro, NOYTM HE3AMETHOro. 3aTeM NOCNeA0BaN NETKUN LYM
M CTYK COBCTBEHHOTO Ny/abca B ywax. [A»keb octaHoBUACA. [J)KEHHA ONYCTUIACh Ha 3EMJILO.

— Tbl TOXKE 3TO YyBCTBYELWb? — CNPOCK/ OH.

OHa KnBHyna.

— Kak 6yaTo cuibHbIN BETEP KOJbIWET AepeBbA, HO TYT BoobLLe HeT BeTpa. Booble HMyero He
ABuraetcs.

— Y MeHA cTpaHHOe AaB/ieHue B yLax.

— [la, y MeHs TOXKe M CTAHOBMUTCA Kapye.

— Bo3moXKHO, npubaunKkaeTca rposa.

[xeb 3anpoKMHYAN roioBy, NOCMOTPEN Ha KPOHY AiePeBbEB: HAYErO HE U3MEHUNOCh.

3atem BHM3 ynan anct. OH measeHHO TaHUEBAN Nepes ero rnasamu, nabiBA K 3emsne. 3a HUM
nocnefoBasn HECKONbKO HebonblwiMx BeTOK. Ha pepeBbsAx Kpowwunacb Kopa. 3emns Havana
BM6pMpoBaTh. [:Keb mor noyyBcTBOBaATb BUOpaLUIO Yepes TONCTbIe NOAOLLBbI.

—Tbl YyBCTBYELWb? — CMPOCUA OH [I)KEHHY.

— Kak 3emneTpsceHue.

M BHE3ANHO OH NOHAA, YTO Npoun3oLwwno. xeb momeHTanbHO onpegennn npusHakn. OH nogHAN
[KeHHy 1 nobexan c Hel K morydyemy ayby, yei cTBON Obln TaKMM LUMPOKMM, YTO ero obxBaTuTb
Morfio bbl TONbKO HECKObKO Yenosek. OH HecuepeMoHHO ONyCcTUA ee Ha 3eMAto, AKeHHa UcnyraHHo
BCKPUKHYNA, HO [)keb He 06paTmA Ha 3TO BHMMAHMA. OH CTalWmMA KypPTKY C Tefla U pacnpasBui ee Hag,
WX ronoBamm.

3aTem 3TO Ha4yanoch.

CHauyana yepes nognecok npobexan orpoMHbIn oneHb. He 0bpaTuUB Ha HUX BHMMaHUA, OH
ncyes mexay aepeBbAMU. 3a HUM NOCAeA0BaN APYIUE HKUBOTHbIE. JTOCKU, ONEHU, KPYMHbIE N MENIKKE
obutaTenn neca, MOWHbIN MeaBeab TAXKENO NPONbIXTEN MUMO HUX.

3emna gpoxana nog TonoTom KonbIT M nan. BeTkn naganu ¢ gepesbes. [ApesecHada Kopa. Moutn
Kasafiocb, YTO nowen AapesBecHbln AoXAb. [NTuubl B3netenn. Bosgyx Obln HAaMONHEH AUCTbAMM,
KOTOpbIE KPYXMAUCb Ha ropadvem BeTpy. Tenepb u xeb cmor 3To novyscTBoBaTb. OroHb. JoNXKHO
ObITb, 3TO FMraHTCKUIA NOXKap NOBEPT KMBOTHbLIX B MAHUKY.

— Y70 cnyymnocb? — BCKPUKHyNa [OKeHHa.

— Crenb ropwur.

OHa McnyraHHO NOCMOTPEeNa Ha Hero.

Bonblana YacTb *KMBOTHbIX MCYE3NA B Yallle, HO OT HEKOHTPOIMPYEMOTO OrHA BCE elle Herkanu
MbILIM, KPbICbl M HECKONbKO MesIKMX Allepul. B nec npunetenn nogxsavyeHHble BETPOM MepBble
xnonba nensa. Kasanocb, BO34yX TPELWMT OT 3/IEKTPUYECKOTO HaNpAXKeHus.

— Ham Hy»KHO ybupatbca oTctoga, — nocnewwHo sbinannn Axeb.

OH nogHan [KeHHy Ha Horu. OHa cHoBa 3abpanacb Ha ero CNMHY, U OH MOKOBbINAM Aanblue,
KPEMNKO C*KUMas B Kynake Konbe JleoHa.

HacKobKo 3TO 6b110 BO3MOXKHO C ero rpy3om, oH bpocunca yepes nec. Mpoyb. YT npoyb oT
CTeHbl OTHA, KOTOpPasA rpo3uaa NOrnoTUTL Nec.

Moka oH npobupanca Yyepes NOANECOK, TO 3aMeTUA TULLIMHY. Llapnia nonHaa TULWKMHA, Ka3anoch,
B Mupe 6osblle HeT 3BYKOB. 3aTeM No3aguM HMX ynano nepBoe Aepeso. 3emns 3a4poKana.

N Oxkeb NoHAN, YTO Y HUX HEA0CTAaTOYHO BPEMEHM.

370 KoHel,. KoHeu, BCe 3aKOHYMIOCb. Mspum ynana M OCTanacb JiexkaTb Ha 3emse. Katu
OMyCTUIaCb Ha 3eM/I0 PAAOM C Hel. Mulua cbpocun cBoM proK3ak U oten BHMU3. TuaH PAAOM C HUM.
TonbKo JleoH ocTaBascs Ha HOrax M CMOTPEST Ha MOPE OrHs, KaTMBLUEECA HAa HUX C OFPOMHOM
CKOPOCTblO.
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OHM WK, MoXKeT 6bITb, 0ANH Yac. C ropAWMMN ETKUMK, B MepLIALOLLEN Kape, caxKa M rpA3b Ha
IMUax MO MeHblUei mepe BbIrNAAENN KAaK YepHble MACKKM, HA KOTOPbIX OCTaBMA Kosaeu noT. OHu
OTYAAHHO MbITAaIMCb NOAAEPKMBATb TemMn. Ho Tenepb OHM ycTann. He cnocobHble aarke caenatb m
OANH-eANHCTBEHHbIN Lwar.

JleoH monya yepTbixHyIcA. OHM NOTEPAAM CBOM LIAHC.

BHe3anHo oH no4vyBcTBOBaN pyKy Mapu Ha nneve. OHa ynbibanaceb.

JNleoH ycTaBusicA Ha Heé, HegoymeBas. YTo B 3Tom cmellHoro? OHM BCe CropaT 3aXKMBO.

— Tenepb, KOrga BCE 3aKaHumBaeTcs, Tebe OOnblue He HYXHO pPasbirpbiBaTbh XpPabpocTb, —
npoxpunen oH. OH eABa /1M LWEBENNA CYXMMU U NblAbHbIMKU Tybamm.

— Tbl He 3aMevaellb?

—Yero?

OHa yKasa/sia Ha OrOHb.

— OH He npubnunKaeTcs.

OH npucmoTpenca BHMMATesllbHee W AEWCTBUTENbHO, NAams, Kasanocb, 6osblue He
npoasuranocb Bhnepes, MNoOXMpaa BCE, a TaHUEBaANO Ha mecTe. Buaumo, BeTep nomeHAN
HanpaBsaeHue.

OH xoTen noBepuTb B 3TO, HO He Mmor. Ho 3aTtem c3agy NO ero MOKPOW OT NOTa YepenyLuke
CKO/Ib3HY/10 NEPBOE /IETKOE AYHOBEHWUE N NCYE3N0 B HANPABJEHUM OFHS.

CHayana HeXKHo, Kak byato obeccmnes, HO, HaKoHel, BeTep Habpan cuny. OH 3acTaBua Naamsa
BCMbIXHYTb 3aHOBO, HO Ha CeW pa3 HanpaBWAN ero B obpaTHy CTOPOHY. Mpoub OT HUX. Tyaa, K ux
npecnenoBaTenam, KTo bbl Tam He Noaxuaan ux. JIeoH pacTaHyn NOTPeCKaBWMECA TyObl B YXMbliKe.
OHa cgenana aTo.

OH ponro BcMaTpuBancs B paBHUHY. [lecTBUTEeNbHO 61M3K0. Ecnum 6bl BeTep He pa3BepHy/cs,
OHM Heun3beXHO OKasanucb 6bl NornouweHbl orHem. Ho MOTOM OH MOHAN: CKOPO BeTep He Halger
60nblue MUK Ha ronol, becnnogHOW paBHUHE. Bce npeBpaTMTCA B nenen u ecan Mx Bparu CMoryT
CNAcTUCb, OHM CTAHYT 6e33aLWMTHbI. HMYero ewie He 3aKOHYMNOCb. OHWM AONKHbI UATU AaNblue.

JleoH nocmoTpen Ha ManeHbKyto Tpynny. OHM xopowo 6opoauck, aaxe Mapu n TnaH. [a, emy
HYHO Obl10 NPU3HaTb, BMECTE OHWU MepeXuam 60Nblly0 0MNACHOCTb, C KOTOPOM He cnpaBuanCh Obl
no ogHomy.

Ho u4To npuHeceT MM KoHel 3Toro nyrtewectBua? Ecam 3TM BpaTa AeNCTBUTENBHO
CYLLECTBOBA/IN, OHW MOTM TO/IbKO HaZeATbCA, YTo HBnarogapa otcyTcTBmio yKeHHbl 1 [xKeba nm He
npuaetca 6opoTbca 3a HUX. N 3Ta KonnyecTBeHHaa popa UCTEKaNa yXKe yepes ABa Mupa.

YTo }Ke Hac ewe oxnaaeT? Koraa sToT Kowmap npekpatmTtca?

JleoH nopgowen K ocTanbHbIM, HENOABUMKHO CUAEBLUMM Ha 3emne. Kak oH AomKeH 06bACHUTD
MM, 4TO HaZo MATM Janblie nocne Hebonblworo npueana? Baanu ropbl BbIFA4EAN NOYTU
ocA3aembiMU. O6NAYHBLIN NOKPOB, HAKOHEL, HEMHOro nopegen M MOXHO Oblo CHOBa YBUAETb
3Be3ay. OHa ACHO cMANa MeXAy KAovybamu 06n1akoB. B KOHLe KOHLLOB, HanpassieHue 6bino Bee elle
BEPHbIM.

3aBTpa oHM moryT AobpaTbca A0 BpaT.

OHW [ONXKHbI BbICTOATb €LLe OAHY HO4Yb, a 3aTem cpgenatoT 370. [lepBbii bapbep Oyaer
npeoaoneH.

JNleoH ockanun 3ybbl. Ero 60eBoii Ayx BepHycs.

HoBbIt MUp XKaan ux.

OH 6bin roTOoB.

Kak n Bceraa.

Oxeb cTtoan no Konewu B Boae, [AKeHHa pAgoOM C HUM. TeyeHue py4vbsA OblO CNOKOMHbIM.
OroHb He Tak ganeKo NPOHUK B fec.
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— Mbl cagenanm aTo, — ckasan [»keb, B ero rosoce 3By4asio yamBJieHue.

— BeTep pa3BepHynca, — yBepeHo 3asBuna [xeHHa. OHa cmoTpena Ha [keba, KoTopblii
pacTepAHHO CMOTPEN B Yally, NPOCTUPABLUYOCA HUMW. — I, Tbl CNMWbL? Ham HY»XHO BbINTU 13 BOAbI!

— Al 3agymanca o manbumke. JonKHO 6biTb, OH 3HaN 06 orHe. Ero BbITAHYTAA pyKa yKasbiBasia B
Hanpas/ieHUN, U3 KOTOPOro MPULLEN OFOHb, OH XOTen npeaynpeanTb HAc, — OH OCTOPOXKHO NOMOr
[xxeHHe BbIbpaTbCA U3 BOAbI.

— Cmornm nn gpyrue nsbexartb orHa? — cnpocuna AxxeHHa.

— A Hapetock. MocmoTpU, He BbII0 HUKAKOM rPO3bl, MOJIHWUI, KOTOPbIE MOTIM NOAXKEYb CTeMb.
OHM camMK Pa30Kr/IM OroHb, OHW BblNM TOTOBDI.

— Ho 3710 e 6eccmbicneHHo! 3auem um 310 genatb?

— [KeHHa, A0 cuXx Nop 34ecb 6bl1a TONbKO OA4HA OMACHOCTb, KOTOPAA rPO3Maa HAM BCEM, —
b6onblle OH He XOTeN roBOPUTb, TaK KaK Apyrne A0/KHbl 6bl1n OblTb B MOJIHOM OTYaAHUM, ECIN OHU
pewnnmcb noaedb 3emao nog cobctBeHHbIMM Horamu. [dxkeb 3apasanca Bonpocom, Gblav nu
Mwuwa, leoH, Mapn 1 Katn ewe Xmebl. OH KaK pa3 xOoTen CKasaTb [KeHHe, YTO MM HYXHO MATU
Oanblle, Korga OHa NOATOIKHYA ero IoKoTb. OH yAMBAEHHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, TaK Kak [eHHa B
CneLKe NpPUAoKUAa Nanew, Ko pTy.

— CmoTpu, Tam, Ha bepery, — npolenTana oHa. — Tam KTO-TO CTOUT U HabAtog4aeT 3a HaMK.

xeb nosepHyn ronosy. flec. [lepeBbs U KyCTapHUKWU. TEMHO M CBETNO 3e/1EHDbIN, HO TOrAga OH
TOXKe yBUAen ee.

310 6blNa CTapas XeHWWHa c 6enbiMu, MKUOKMMW BOMOCAaMM a0 nnedy. Ee KopuyHesoe,
3aropesioe MU0 C 6ecYMcNneHHbIM KOIMYECTBOM MOPLUMH BbIrNALEN0 KaKk cTapas Koa. OHa
CKpuBMAa poT B 6e33yboi ynblbKke. Ha cTapyxe 6blia NOHOWEHHana oAexaa wu3 rpybon TkaHu. C
HAaPWUCOBAHHbIMM Ha HeN AUKUMM y30pamn. Kpyru, KOoTopble COEOQUHANNCH C APYTUMU Kpyramu m
KaKMM-TO 06pa3om npeactaBnsnm cobon nabUpUHT. B ccoxwmxcs pyKax oHa aeprkana 60ablomn amucT
C nexaBLUen He HEM efloin.

CTapyxa pasfiioXKuna BCce Ha 3emsie U KMBHyna um, 6e33yb6o ynblibascb. 3aTem mcyesna. Jlec
NOrNOTUA ee U BbIrNAAEN TaK, Kak byaTo He 6bl10 HMKOTAA 3TOM BCTPeYu.

— Y70 310 6bINO? — €ABA CAbIWHO cnpocuaa JKeHHa.

— be3 noHATMA, HO Mbl AOIKHbI MOCMOTPETb, YTO OHA Ham NpuUHecna.

— Toraa pasali nogonaém, — npeanoxuna [xkeHHa.

[xxeb nopaep:kmBan ee, Noka OHa KOBbINAMA Ha gpyron beper. Buanmo, nepeapllika XopoLlo
noBAMANA Ha ee HOry, HO, BO3MOXHO, NPUYMHON ToMy Bbina npoxnagHasa Boga, NosTomy [KeHHa
ABUranacb y»Ke He Tak meaeHHO.

Korga oHM NogHANUCL NO CKAOHY, TO OCMOTPEnn NUCT ¢ egoi. CylweHoe MACO, AroAbl, YTO-TO,
YTO BbIFIALENO KaK cblp. OH He Max M BbIFNALEN K TOMY e He ocobeHHOo cbefobHo, HO [xeb
NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro *KenyaoK CbexXuacs.

— IJTO MOXHO ecTb? — cnpocuna XKeHHa.

MrHoBeHMe OH 3a4YMUYMBO pacCMaTpuMBan eay. 3aTem NPOU3HEC:

— [Aymato, aa. CHavana Hac npeaynpeaun mMasabuuK, 3aTem cTapyxa. B aTom necy ectb nwoaum,
KOTOpbIe XOTAT HAM NOMOYb, — OH yAblbHYACA [)KeHHe, B3J,0XHYBLUEN ¢ obaerdyeHnem.

— K cyacTblo, A, BO3MOMKHO, C/ierka nporonoaanach!

0O6a 3aHAanMcb egon. Msaco BbiIo MKECTKUM N CYyXMM, HO NPUNpPaBAEHO TPaBaMM, MOHbINA BKYC
KOTOPbIX PacKpbIBancsa y HUX Ha A3bike. OHM Aenann npm 3TomM HebOosblINE TNOTKM BOAbI, KOTOpPble
rnomoranu pas»kesatb maco. To, yto [xKeb cHayana NpUHAA 3a CbiP, OKa3anocCb NPOCTbIM HECONEHbIM
xnebom. KopKa b6blna xpycTauwen, cepegmHa MAarkoid. HeBepoAaTHO BKYCHO. [AMKue arofbl NOCAYKUAM
OEeCepToMm.
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— Tenepb A 4yBCTBYIO ceba HAaMHOro sydle, — ynblbasacb, ckasana [xKeHHa. — CMOTpU-Ka,
COJIHLLE BbIXOAMT.

OHa yKasbiBasa Ha Kycoyek Heba mexay KpoHamu pepeBbeB. B camom pene, obnaka
PacxXo4AnINCb U CBEPKAIOLLLMI CBET OMYCKANCA HA NOBEPXHOCTb PEKW.

— MHe HpaBuTCcA 34ech.

[xeb yamMBneHHO NOCMOTpen Ha Hee.

— K coXKaneHuto, Ham HyYXHO Aasblie, — OH NPOBEPUA PaCMOJIOXKeHUe conHua. — Y Hac
OCTaeTCA eLle HECKONbKO YacoB, MOKa byaeT CBETN0, HaM HYXHO UX MCNO/1b30BaTb.

— K ToMy e 34ecb 6b1210 TaK KNacCHO NPoBecTM napy 6€33ab60THbIX MUHYT.

[xeb B340XHYN, YTO OH A0NKEH OTBETUTL Ha 3TO.

— lMNoneW ewe HEMHOro BOAbl, TOr4a A CMOTy CHOBA HAaMOIHUTL BYTbINKK.

Koraa oHa 6blna rotoBa AepKaTb MyTb, OH CHOBa NoAHAN [KeHHY Ha 3aKopKu. OHa obxBaTmaa
pyKamu ero uweto, Kak 6byato 310 6bl10 camoe ecTecTBeHHoe B Mupe. OH Hacnaxpgancs
NPUKOCHOBEHMEM HEKOTOPOE BPEMSA, 3aTEM NOLIeN NPoYyb.

Yepes HECKOJIbKO LWAroB OHM NOKUHYAM Beper peku 1 nowau rnybxe B nec.
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Mocne TOro, Kak ONACHOCTb MMHOBANA, YCTANOCTb B3AMa cBoe. [locne oyepenHOro aTana OHM
NeXKaNn Ha CNMHax B TPaBe, PaCTAHYB KYPTKM Ha MLe, YTOObl CONHLE HE YKI0 U TaK YXKe ONnaNeHHYo
KOXy. OHM YyCTaNM U UCMbITbIBANM Kaxay. Tenepb, Korga CoHUEe CHOBa CBETUNO B Hebe, um bonblue
He HyXHO 60oAaTbCcA Npecnegosatenen. Muwa Hageancs, YTo ux Bparv Normban B orHe, HO OH He mor
6bITb B 3TOM yBepeH. [laxke ecnn OH yXKe HEeKOTOpoe BPeMSA He C/bilwan ro0CoB U KPUKOB, BNOJHE
BO3MOXHO, 4TO 6e3bIMAHHbIE BpPArun BCe eLle NPUTanInCb rae-To Tam.

Mpn BCcTpeye C MX nNpecnepoBaTeNiAMM €ro r/asa Ko HACTO/NIbKO, YTO OH Jaxe He cmor
pPaccMOTpPEeTb, KTO XOTeN HAa HUX HanacTb. Bce mepuano u ana Hero oHW 6blAM TONbKO TEMHbIMM
¢durypamum. N K Tomy ke ero 064an0 4MCTbiM, A40BUTBIM CTPAXxOM. B 3TO KOpOTKOE MrHOBEHWE OH
NMOYYBCTBOBA/, YTO 3TU Urypbl, KOTOPble MOKAa3a/JMCb €My KPOBOXALHbIMU NOAbMW, HEYCTaHHO
npecnefosann ero. TONbKO eCnvM OH YMPET, OHU NOYyBCTBYIOT yaosneTsopeHue. Cevyac Muwe ato
6b1n10 AcHO. OH cNpoBoUMpPOBan HanageHue. Ha Hero HanpasneHa BCA 3Ta HEHaBUCTb. HanageHue Ha
paBHWHE Noc/ie ero NepBoro NpobyXaeHMA B ITOM CTPAHHOM MeCTe, U3 KOTOPOro, Ka3asiocb, He bblo
BbIXOZa, TOBOPUIO camo 3a cebs. A Tenepb OHW Npecnenosanu Bcto rpynny. OH HaBe/ OXOTHMKOB Ha
cnef OCTaNbHbIX, N OHU Tenepb BblHYXAEHbI TEPNETb U3-33 HEro cTpax U 6onb. Tenepb OH TaKXKe
NOHWUMAJI, NOYEMY OXOTHUKM He nocnenosanu 3a Axxkebom m [keHHOM, KOTOpble onpeaeneHHo bbinn
6onee nerkoi obbiyen. HeT, UM Hy¥KeH Obin OH.

Ho Kem 6b12n 31 TUNbI? Novyemy OHM TaK CUIbHO HEHaBUAENN ero?

3TOT BONpPOC NpecnenoBan ero, HO He HaxoAun oTeeTa. HM B Koem cnyyae OH He paccKaxeTt 06
3TOM OTKPbITUM OCTaNIbHbIM. OHWM MIHOBEHHO WMCKAOYAT ero M3 rpynnbl, eciu He ybbioT cpasy. JlIeoH
He 3Ha/N MUNOCepPAMUA, KaK OH YXKe MOHAN K 3TOMY BPEMEHMU.

Muwa ocmoTpen MecTHOCTb. PaBHMHA, KOTOPYK OHW OCTaBWAM MNo3aan, Hblna NONHOCTbIO
YHUUYTOXKEHa. BMecTo Konbixatowenca Ha BeTpy Tpasbl Tenepb Tam 6bla TONbKO TOHKMIM CNoK nenna,
YHOCUMbIM BeTpoM. namsa, nocne TOro Kak BeTep pasBepHY/NCA, OoCTanocb 6e3 nuwm u 6bicTpo
NoTyxNo0.

OH B35/ CBOIO KYpTKY. Pagom ¢ HUM nexana Katu. Bce ee Teno 6b1/10 NOKPbLITO CaXKel 1 307101,
HO Aae cenyac oHa bblna npekpacHa. Ho oHa coseplueHHO He Tporasna ero. OH mocmoTpen Ha
JleoHa, KOTOPbIN KaK pa3 NOAHANCA U OTPAXMBAA CBOM WTaHbl. C rosbiM, NOKPbLITbIM KOMOTbIO TOPCOM
OH CTOAN B CBETe CONHUA. bblNo BUAHO KaXKAbl MYCKyn Ha ero cTporHom Tene. Ecnv oH asuranca,
OHM TaHUEBanun nog Koxken. MuLia HUKOrga npexae He BUAEN TaKOW BblparKeHHOM cubl. J1IeoH 6bin
He 0cO6eHHO BbICOKMM, Ha MOJITO/IOBbI HUMXKE, YeM OH CaM, HO ABUIafICA OH KaK XULLHMK.

JleoH KaxeTtcA 3aMeTun ero B3r/az, TaK Kak MOCMOTPEesn Ha Hero u nogmMurHyn. PactepsaHHo
Mwuwwa nogMuUrHyn B OTBET.

Psgom ¢ HMM KaTn mM3pana 6ynbKatowmin 3ByK. EMy NnoHagobunocb HECKOJIbKO CEKyHA, YTOObI
NOHATb, YTO OHA TUXO CMeANachb.

— Y710 CMEeLWHOoro? — cNPoCcuA OH.

— Tbl, — npocTo oTBeTUNa K3TK 1 WNPOKO yNbIBHYNaCh.

— Y70 Tbl MMEeLWwb B BUAY?

— Tbl CMOTPULb Ha HEro, Kak ByATo Xo4yellb CbecTb.

— JleoHa?

— He cTpoii 13 cebs aypaka. A Habnogana 3a To6on.

— M 4TO Tbl XO4eLb 3TUM CKasaTb?

—ToO, KaK Tbl Ha HEro CMOTPULLb, HE HOPMAJIbHO.

He cka3aB 6onblue HM cnoBa, KaTu nogHANachk Ha HOMM U NOLWAa NPOYb.

Y10 6b1N10 HENPABUABLHOIO B €ro B3raaae Ha J/leoHa?
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Mapu Buaena, Kak JIeoH cKkiaabiBan CBOW BELLM U FTOTOBU/ICA OTNPABUTLCA B NyTb. Ecin Gbl oHa
MOrna, TO BO3HEHABMAENla €ero cervac e, HO Ha 3TO y Hee He xBaTtano cua. Mapa 6bina
H6ecnowaagHon. OHa HaKpblla MX KaK TAXKENbl NNaToK, nepeKkpbiBasa Bo3ayx. JIErkme Kak 6yato
3aMO/IHUAN TOPAYMMM KamHAMKU. Mapu obnm3ana noTpeckaslimeca rybbl, HoO ee poT Obl CTONMb XKe
MOKPbIM, KaK 1 MblJb BOKPYT.

OHa He 3Ha/Na, CKOJIbKO MPOLLIO BPEMEHWU, MHOTO 1N, Mano N JIeoH NO3BOINA UM OTAOXHYTb,
HO ee TOWHWNO OT TOro, YTO Yy Hero onpegeneHHo ewe 6blAn CUAbl, B TO BpemA Kak OHa bbina
NONHOCTbIO UcToweHa. MoKeT bbiTb, OHa Aarke morsa bbl 6eXxaTb Aanblle, HO OHA He xoTena. Horu
He XoTenun cnywaTbcs, CTynHu 6onenun. Ffonosa 6bi1a CAUWKOM TAXKENOWN, U €C/IN OHA NPOAOJIKUT TaK
NOTETb, €€ TENI0 UCCOXHET, C/I0XKMUTCA KaK CTapoe 04eA10 U NPOCTO ONYCTUTCA HA 3eMI0.

«MHe HyKHa Boga. Unun a ympy».

K cBoemy yrKacy OHa NoHANa, Yto JlIeoH Hanpasnaetca K Hel. C 06bIMHOM CamMOA0BOJIbHOWM
ynblbKon Ha nnue. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BCE e B HEelM A0CTAaTOYHO CUA, YTOObI HEHABMAETDb €ro.

— Mbl SOMKHbBI ABUTATbCA Aanblue, — CNOKOMHO CKa3as OH.

Mapwu nokayana rosoBoMm.

— fAl He mory. bonble Hu wary. A ocTatoCh 34€ecCh.

— Her.

Mspu yaMBAEHHO NOCMOTPENa Ha Hero. Ero otBeT 6bi1 BbICTpbIM, 6€3 KaKNMX-TM60 COMHEHUI B
ronoce. OHa npe3puTenbHO GbIpKHYIA.

— Tbl BAPYr OTKpbIA B cebe ntoboBb K Ntogam?

— OnpeaeneHHO HeT. fl He Mory NorkaneTb Bac BCEX.

He enafa TOro, oHa rpomko paccmeanacb. Cnosa JleoHa 3By4anu nNpasgMBo, NoYemy TOrga OH
OCTaBanca ¢ rpynnoi? Noyemy oH HaKOHeL, He OTNPaBUTCA B NyTb OAUH?

3aTem coBepLUIEHHO BHe3anHO OHa NoHAMa. OH OCTaBancA He pagun ApPYrux, OH OCTaBaaca paau
Hee. XOTA OHa M 3ameyana, YTO OH WMHOrAa Pa3roBapuBan C OCTaZbHbIMM, HO 3a4acTyto OH u3lberan
noboro pasroBopa ¢ HUMK. U pa3Be OH He KAan ee NOCTOAHHO, TOBOPWU/ O €€ MYXKeCTBe, AaXKe Hec
ee PloK3aK HeKoTopoe Bpems?

Ho nouemy?

Mouyemy oHa?

JleoH onpepeneHHO He 4YyBCTBOBANA K HeW COYyBCTBMA. HanpoTus, OHa Aymana, 4To ee
aHTMMNATUA OCHOBAHA Ha B3aMMHOCTU. [IpoOMeNbKHYNa MbICAb:

— 1xke6. 310 [Keb, He TaK nn?

— MNpu uém TyT Ke6?

— MNepen Tem Kak yuTtu, Tbl 4TO-TO eMy noobewan, BepHo? MNoobewan Ham nomoub. Momoub
MHe.

OH 6e3y4yacTHO cMmoTpen Ha Hee. Ero BbipaxeHue Mnua He U3MEHMNO0Chb, @ OCTaBaNOCh TBEPAbIM
N HEMPOHULAEMbIM, KaK 1 Bceraa.

— Y710 OH pan Tebe 3a 310? Ewe oamH HOXK? 3axkuranky? YTo-To, YTO OH NpUNpATan oT Hac? —
OHA MOYYBCTBOBA/A, KaK B HeW nNogHUMaeTca ApocTb. — HeT, Temepb A 3Haw: OH pan Tebe
MHPOpPMauUIo. ITO JOMKHO BbITb YTO-TO BAaXKHOE, TaK KaK B MPOTUBHOM cay4ae Tbl Obl He cornacuaca
Ha 3Ty caenky. YTo OH cKasan Tebe? YTo HACTONBLKO LLEHHO, YTO Tbl NPUKAAAbIBAELWb YCUANA 3aTEM,
yTOObI TAWMTL HAC C cobon?

JNleoH He oTBeTUA. He cKa3an, 4To oH obelan Bo nsbexxaHue apaku c xebom. Yto oH obeltan
N3 yBaXEHWA nepes ero OTHOWEHMEM W U3 YyBCTBA BWHbI. M OH He cKaszan Mapu, 4To He xoTen
cpaxaTtbcs oanH. OHa 6bl He NnoHANa. Boicmenna 6bl ero. OHa morsa AymaTb, YTO e XO4YeTcs.

— Tbl 6pocun ero n [xkeHHy, — npowmnena Mapu, — n npoaan Hac 3a Hekyto nHbopmauuto. Yto
Tbl BOOOLLE 33 YeNoBeK?
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OH nocmoTpen B ee NpeHebpexnTeNbHO paccMmaTpuBatowme Kapue rnasa.

Xopollo, oHa morna AymaTtb O Hem BCE, 4yTo el B3gymaetca. OHa dake morna npesnpartb ero.
Emy 3TO 3Hakomo. nyboOKO BHYTPWM OH 3Ha/N 3TO TaK YKEe XOpPOWO, KakK M BeyHyt 6opbby 3a
BbIXKMBaHMe.

OH npuwen K Her, 4Tobbl NOMOYb. YTOObI CKA3aTb, KaK ero BNe4yatT/Inam ee pesyabTaTbl, HO OH
He NPOM3HEeC 3TMUX C/IoB. Tenmepb OH CTOAN TaM W 3HAA, YTO HUKOrga He cmor 6bl O6BACHUTD.
Pa3rnaronbCcTBOBaHUE He OblN1O €ero CU/IbHOM CTOPOHOM. B KW3HM, M3 KOTOPOW OH npuwen,
AEeNCTBOBAaAN gpyrve npasuaa. Tam roBopuam opyue n Hacuame. MNyna 6oina He ABYCMbICEHHbBIM
nocnaHmem. M yaue BCcero Bo3pakeHui He cnesoBano.

— Tbl XaNnKuni, — cKasasia OHa HaKoHeLl,

OH KuBHyn. OH He HapywuT cBoe obelaHune, gaHHoe [dxKeby.

— Yepes naTb MUHYT MAem ganblue. byab rotoBa, — CKasa/ OH, a 3aTeM OTBEPHYACA.
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Yctanoctb BepHynacb B KOHe4yHocTu [xkeba. Myckynbl HOr ropenun. 3aTbl/IoK M wesa 6bian
TBEPAbIMU Kak KAMeHb U HaMNPAXKEHHbIMU, ero Pykn 60nenm 1 NoTaxKenenm Kak cBMHel,

Ho cambim cTpallHbiM 6bl10 YyBCTBO NOTEPU opueHTauum. OHO CTArMBano rpyab U CTAaHOBU/IOCh
HEBO3MOXHO AbllWaThb.

Pa3Be He OH BbICOKOMAPHO 0OBbACHAN [)KEHHEe, YTO MOMKET YMTaTb Hamnpas/ieHWe No MXy Ha
aepesbax? [a, BepHO, HO Tenepb OHW 3alU/IN A3/IEKO B JIeC U AepeBbs CTOAAM TaK 6M3KO Apyr K
ApYry, 4TO 3aWMLannMcb OT BO3AEMNCTBUA NOroAHbiX ycnosuiti. KoHeyHo, mMox Obljl, HO OH pPOC Ha
CTBOJIE KO/IbLL@aMM, MOTOMY YTO COJIHLLE HE MPOHMKA/IO CKBO3b KPOHbI EPEBLEB.

Oxeb cnegoBan no MNPOTONTAaHHOW NecHoi Tpone. 1o 3KCKpeMeHTaM KUBOTHbIX, KOTOpble
JiexKanu BOKPYr Ha 3eM/ie, OH NMOHAA, YTO No 6onbluel cTeneHn 3Tol TPOoMoK NoAb30BaIUCh OJIEHU U
Kocynn. OH nowen no Tpone, NMOTOMY 4YTO TaK MPOLLE, YEeM CaMOMy MPOAENbiBaTb MyTb yepes
NnoA/Iecok.

B BO3ayxe Obl/IO CAMWKOM MHOFO BAarn M U3-3a Kapbl NOAHANACb TOHKAA TyMaHHasa AbIMKa,
KONebsiAcb Mexay AepeBbAMU KaK LIeNKOBbIM MAaToK. axno rHUWUMKU ANCTbAMU U COCHOBOM
CMOJIOMN.

Emy xoTenocb 0CTaHOBUTbLCA, U MTHOBEHWE OTA0XHYTb, HO OH 60ANCA, YTO KaK TO/IbKO ONyCTUTCA
Ha 3emto, bosblle He CMOXET NOAHATLCA.

[)XeHHa monyana y»xe A0B0OAbHO Aoaro. OHa CKNOHMAACh K ero naevy, U, Kazanocb, yCHyNa, HO
BHE3anHo 3aroBopuna.

— ke6?

- M-m?

— MHe KaKeTcs, Mbl y*Ke NpoXoAnan oguH pas 3To MecTo.

OH OCTaHOBM/ICA B U3YMJIEHUMW.

— VY cTBONA AepeBa cneBa OT HAaC CTPaHHbIM uBeT. OH BbIMNAAUT KaK M36OPOXKAEHHOE N0
CTapoi ¥KeHLMHbI CO BMaNbIMM LLEKAMM U ONMHHBIM HOCOM. Tbl TOXKE y3Haelb ero?

[xxeb cmoTpen Ha oaHO AepeBo 3a ApyrMm. CHavana OH HMYEro He 3ameyan, Ho 3aTem YBUAES,
4yTO MMena B BMAY [KeHHa.

— Tbl yBEPEHA, UTO Y}Ke BUAeNa 3To AepeBo? Man OHO NPOCTO BbIFIAAUT NOXOXKUM Ha gpyroe?

— Her, coBepLieHHO ToYHO. Mbl y*Ke Npoxoanan 34ecb, BOSMOXKHO, NoAYaca Hasag, rae-To Tak.

Ecnn 1o, 4TO CKasana [KeHHa, BEPHO, TOrAa y»Ke nosiyaca OHW XoAuau no Kpyry. Cam e oH
YXKe Uenyl Kydyy BPpeMeHW He obpallan BHMMaHMA Ha OKpyKatllyto cpeay. OH Tyno cmoTpen B
3eM/to, YTobbl He CMOTKHYTbCA. [Ae-TO OH MPONyCTU/ NOBOPOT MW JiecHad Tpona 6eccmbiCNeHHOo
nayTana no Kpyry.

— Mbl 3a61yanAUCh, He TaKk IN? — 3TO ObIJIO CKopee 3asiBNeHME.

CHaya/la OH XOTen YCNoKOUTb ee, HO 3aTeM NPU3HaCA:

— A ayman, 4yto Tpona cama BbIBEAET Hac B NPaBWIbHOM HanpasieHun. Kpome Toro, 3aechb
Henb3A YyBUAETb CO/HLE, eCIM OHO BOObLIEe elle cBeTUT. Mox 6o/blie He NoKa3biBaeT HanpaB/eHue
n, — [Ixxeby NpULLNOCH TAMKENO FNOTHYTb.

— Y10 Ham Tenepb Aenatb?

— WaTtn panbwe. Yto Ham eule ocTtaeTca’?

— Y 1e649 elle ecTb cUNbI?

— A ponKeH.

— I'ne-to Bnepeau b6bin HebonbLOK NPOCBET. Tam, BO3MOXKHO, €CTb OTBETB/IEHUE, — BCMOMHUAA
[XeHHa.

370 bblN He HacToAWMMA NPOCBET, TO/IbKO cBOBOAHOE MATHO B FycTOM KpoHe. [JonXKHO ObiITb,
[ONroe BPeMs 34eCb CTOAN0 MOrydee AepeBO, TaK Kak 3eMJIl0 BCE €elle MOKPbiBa/IM Cy4YKOBaTble
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KopHu. Cam CTBOJI, BEPOATHO, CTHU/1 HECKONIbKO AeCATUNETUI HA3aA, HO TeHb, NOAAPEHHAA KPOHAMM
CTOALLMX BOKPYT AEPEBLEB, HE AABa/1a XO4Y HOBbIM PacTEHUAM.

Korga [Oxeb c [I)KEHHOM Ha CNMHE OPWEHTMPOBA/CA, OH 3aMeTU/l OBUNKEHUE MeXay
aepesbAMU. CUNYIT OTAENAUACA OT TYCTOM NIUCTBbI, 3TO OblA BbICOKMA MY¥XKYMHA, BOUH C OJAMHHbBIMU
YepHbIMM BOJIOCAMM U TBEPAbIM, CIOBHO 6bl BblAONONEHHBIM M3 KAaMHA NMLOM. BepxHAsa YacTb ero
Tena 6blna 06HaXKeHa M MOKPbITa CTPAHHBIMU CUHUMMW KPyramu, KoTopble y»Ke nobneknu. MyxumHa
6b1n BOOpYyKeH. OH gep)Kan B NeBOM pPyKe NYK, @ Ha CMHE BMCEN KOMKaHbIM KOMYaH CO CTpenamm.
[xeb Kpenye cxKan cBoe Korbe.

MyK4MHa He ynblbancA, TONbKO HEYKNIOHHO CMOTPesn Ha Hee. 3aTeM OH Meg/IeHHO MOAHAN
NNEBYIO PYKY M YKa3an B rnybuHy neca.

[xxeb ncnyranca. XoTen v 3TOT YENOBEK TaKXKe npeaynpeantb x 06 onacHOCTK, Kak ManbumK
B necy? OH 3Han, 4To He cmor bbl yberatb B CBOEM COCTOSIHUM U3HEMOMKEHUS, K TOMY e eLle U C
JKeHHOM Ha cnuHe.

BouH egBa 3amMeTHO KMBHY. HeT, OH XoTen 4ero-To Apyroro, HO Yero UMeHHo?

Ho noka OH ragan, my4mMHa BbITallWn CTPesy M3 CBOEro Ko/A4YaHa M HaTaHyn nyk. Yepes
CEeKyHAy nepHaTas CcTpena CO 3BOHOM TeTMBbl MOKWMHYNA JiyK M Mojsetena B Nec, B TOM Xe
Hanpas/IeHMN, B KOTOPOM YKa3bIBa/l MyXK4YMHa.

[xeb yamMBneHHO nocmoTpen Tyaa u bonble HuYero He noHnman. Kyaa crpensn mykumHa? OH
NMOBEPHY/ICA K HEMY, HO YyKaK caenan war Hasag B nec. Ero ¢urypa, kKazanocb, pacTBopunach B HEM,
a 3aTeM OH umcyes.

— Tbl BUAEN 3T0? - cnpocuna ero [JKeHHa, No-NpeXKHeMy MONYaBLUaA Y Hero Ha CnuHe.

— [a. Ho noyemy oH BbinycTuA ctpeny? N kyaa?

— Bo3MOXKHO, cTpena nokasana Ham HanpasaeHue.

OHa 6bina npasa. Moyemy A cam He gogymanca Ao 3toro? Xect u cTpena, oH NoKasan Ham
Hanpas/ieHue.

Emy TAXKeno ganucb 3tm mbican. HeyameBuTtenbHo, YTO eMy NOHAA06MNOCb TaK MHOTO BPEMEHM,
4yTOb6bI CBA3aTb BCe BMecTe. OH ycTan. HeT, coBepLUeHHO yCTan, HO BPpEMEHM Ha OTAbIX He 6bl0.

[)KeHHa KaeTcsa NoYyBCTBOBA/IA €ro yCTanocTb M CNpocKa:

— MoyKeT Ham nepeaoxHyTb?

— HeT, Mbl nponaem elle HEMHOTO.

— [1>keb, Tbl }Ke coBepLIeHHO Bbibuaca ns cun.

OH nokavan ronosou.

— loka cBeTN0, Mbl AOMHbl ABUraTbCA pganblue. A Korga CTaHeT TeMHO, Mbl Halzem
noaxoAnliee Mecto ANA narepa Ha HoYb. K TOMy »Ke 3TO CIMLWKOM PUCKOBAHHO. fl He MOory NO3BO/IUTb
cebe CnoTKHyTbCA.

— XopoLo, ecnu Tbl yBEPEH.

[Oxxeb HemHoro nepemectun Bec [KeHHbl, a 3aTeM nonsencsa ganbwe. OH ywen co 3BepUHON
Tponbl M Tenepb Nocsea0Ban No eABa BUAMMON Tpone mexay aepesbamu. [lopora 6bii1a He 6onblie
yem npocto AnuHuMA. EaBa M wupe cnega HorM ogHOro 4yenoseka. OH  JonkeH 6bin
CKOHLLEHTPMPOBATLCA, OCTOPOXKHO AENaTb KaXKAbli wwar, YTobbl CHOBA He NOTEPATb Tpony.

Yepes HECKO/NIbKO METPOB OH 3aMETU/1 BbIMYLLEHHYO CTpesy, 3acTpABLUYO B CTBOJIE CTAaporo
b6yka Ha ypoBHe rnas. Nog Hei 6blna BuAHa rpybo BbipesaHHaA Ha AepeBe CTPesiKa, YKasblBawowas
Haneso, BHe3anHo noHAn Oxeb. BonH BbinycTun cTpeny, 4Tobbl HABECTU €ro Ha yKasaTenu NyTu Ha
cTBoNnax gepesbeB. [xeb BblgoxHYA. OH YyBCTBOBAA 6/1arogapHOCTb K 3TUM HE3HAKOMbIM JIIOAAM U
HEeoOBACHMMYIO CBA3b. [)KEeHHa U OH bOblan He ogHW. OH pobKo cHOBa cTan HadeATbCsA, YTO BCe
HanaguTcs, N OHW AobepyTca A0 NopTana BoBpemsa. Tenepb y HEro ¢ naey ynasa orpoMHbIi rpys, HO
OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO 10 CMX NOP OH AEP*KaICA Ha HOraxX TO/IbKO 3a CYET ero BO/MU.
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— [xeb6?

- [a.

— Ecam Ham ypacTtea BbIGpaTbea oTcloga, A cAenar Tak, YTobbl CHOBa Bce Obls1o xopolo. A ewe
He 3Halo Kak, HO caenato 3To.

— Tbl caenana 6bl ToXKe camoe A41a MeHs. UTak... — OH 3aUKHYACA, — ... KOHEYHO, Tbl HE CMOMKELlb
MEHSA HEeCTU, HO A 3Halo, YTO Tbl He bpocuaia bl meHs.

— KoHeuHo, HeT.

[xeb 3Han, 4To OHa rosopuia npasay. MCKPEHHOCTb M OTKPLITOCTb [)KEHHbI NpMUAana emy cun
NPONTN Aanblue euie HeMHoro. He paneko, HO elwe HEeMHOro, NMOKa OHW He HaWwAM MecTo ANA
Hounera. 34ecb B IeCy PAAOM C KOCTPOM, KaK OH HaAeANCA, OHM MOT/IN CMOKOMHO NepeHo4YeBaTb.

—loTOBa? — CNPOCUN OH C HOBOW YBEPEHHOCTHIO.

—loTtoBa! — oTBeTMANA [KeHHa.
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I'maBa 23

Mensax He3aMeTHO M3MeHWACA. TpaBa CTAaHOBWIACb BCE CKyAHee, MOKAa HAaKOHeL, COBCEM He
ncyessia n ee He CMeHUa cyxas, IMUHUCTasa noysa. Besge 6b1amn rnybokme TpelmHbl. HeyctoMuneocTtb
NoYBbl YyBCTBOBA/IACh AA)Ke Yepes TONACTble NOAOLWBbI UX MOXOAHbIX 60TMHOK. K aTomy aobasununco
KaMHW M KpynHas webeHKa, BNMBaBLIAACA B BOTUHKM. 3emMna nogHMManacb. He 3ameyan 3Toro, OHM
Ternepb NOCTOAHHO WK B ropy. OHM HaXoAUNCHL Y NOAHOMKUA.

Mwwa, /leoH, TnaH n Mapu KOBbINAAK Yepe3 3HOMHYLO *Kapy. [nasa caMnannce OT NblaN, UM
OTYaAHHO 6blna Hy*KHa BoAa. LLlar 3a Wwarom oHM WaTanncb Ha ciabbix Horax. OHM yXKe AaBHO 3a6bin
0 npecneposatenax. CBETUNO NN CONHLE UAN HET, OHWU MOTAM NPUNTU M 3ab6paTb UX: BCE Nyylle, Yem
9Ta 3BEpUHaA Kaxaa.

MapuM HanpacHo nbiTanacb CHoBa M cHoBa 06/M3biBaTb MOTpecKaBlimeca rybol. MNpobnema
COCTOANA B TOM, YTO A3bIK NPUANN K HEOY 1 HE XOTeN OTKIEeMBaTbCA.

«Mpbl BCe 34eCb ympem».

Pagom c Helt yepes TPyAHOMPOXOAMMYKO MECTHOCTb LATAACb, KaK MbAHbIN, naenca TuaH. En
Ka3asioCb NPAKTUYECKM Yy[a0M TO, YTO OH BOODLLE elle Aeprkanca Ha Horax. Ho, no KpaiHel mepe,
OHa TOXe elle He caanach, YTo yaMBAANO eé camy elle 6onbwe. JAnHHbIe BONOCbl TMaHa € CMHUMM
NPALAMU NPUNNNAM KaK BTOPAA KOXKa K €ro amuy, Mexay Tem npuHasLemMy LUBeT BapeHoro paka. OH
3aMeTWA ee B3rNA4 U NPOKaWAAA YTO-To, YTO M3apu He noHana. Ho B ee cO3HaHWM Tak M Tak 6bln0
MECTO TONbKO ANA O4HOM MbICAKU, ANA O4HOI0-e4MHCTBEHHOIO C/I0Ba.

Boga.

3a 04HY KPYXKKY X0N04HOM BOAbI OHa Npoaana bbl gywy AbABOAY.

BHe3anHo KaTm npsmo nepeg Hel ocTtaHoBMNacb. He B cocTtoAHMM cpearnpoBaTb, Mapu
HaneTena Ha Hee. PbiIKeB010CasA AEeBYLIKA pPa3BepPHYAaCb M YCTaBU/IAaCb HA HEE FOPALLMMU FNA3aMM.

— CMOTpH, Kyga naelb, Tbl, Ilynas KOpoBa, — NpoLIMNena oHa.

Mapu yanMBAeHHO oTwWwaTHynacb. Ho He 13-3a c/oB, a ckopee M3-3a $paKTa, Yto K3t ewe morna
rOBOPUTb M OYEBUAHO Y HEe eCTb AOCTAaTOYHO CUA pyraTbca ¢ Hel. Katn 6blna yygosuwem n Mapu
Cpasy *Ke N03aBMA0Basa € B 3TOT MOMEHT. XOTA OHa U BbIrNAgena U3My4eHHOM KaK BCE OCTa/ibHbIE,
BOJIA K XM3HW Yy K3T Bblna HECOKPYLLMMOWN.

Ecnn KTO-TO M CMOXKET NPONTU Yepes 3TO AepbMO, TaK 3TO OHa.

Mexay Tem, Mapu nogymana, uto Katu »ectuye JleoHa. N oHa ewle He 3abbina, 4to Katun rae-to
CNpPATafNa HOX, O KOTOPOM HUKTO 60/bLLEe He 3HA.

OHa cAnWKOoM ycTana, 4Tobbl M3BUHATLCA, Aa@ U HACTPOEHMA N5 3TOro He 6bl10 HUKAKOoro. J1eoH
MegNIeHHO noAoLen K Hei. Ero nbicbii Yepen obropen Ha CONHLE HACTO/IbKO, YTO TaTyMPOBKM Bblan
efBa BUAHbI. OH NOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee CAMNAKLLMMUCA FNA3aMU.

— Y Bac BCe B NOpAAKe? — NPOXPUMEN OH.

— Y710 3a rynobit BONPOC, — pABKHYAa Katu. Mapu monda cornacmnach C HeW.

JleoH xoTen ckasatb ele YTo-TO, HO TYT noAsuacA Muwa. Ha ero nepenaykaHHOM MblAbIO AnLe
PacTAHYNACb YXMbINKA.

— YT0 Tebs TaKk pasBecennno? — eako cnpocuna Katu.

— Kpome Tebs? — ero ynbibKa cTana ewe Wwupe, Ho OH Ha4a KalnATb.

— Mypak.

Mocne TOro, KaK cCHoBa npuLen B HOPMY, OH NPOAOIKMA, SKOHOMA CNOBA:

— Tam Bnepean xonmMbl. BO3MOXKHO, Mbl Halngem newiepy, 4Tobbl NepeHoYeBaTb, — CKa3asl OH U
[ob6asun. — U a BUXKy aepeso.

Tenepb OH 3an0ay4na Bce ee BHUMaHUe. TuaH, JleoH n Mapu yanBieHHO NOCMOTPENN Ha Hero.
TonbKo KaTu He noHMMmana.

— YTO TaKoro Be/INKOJIEMNHOrO B Aepese?
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— [JepeBba 03HayatoT BoAy, — npoxpunen Mwuuia.

— W BbI pagyeTecb aToMy?

JleoH n Mapwu KnsHyau.

— Y)Ke nogymann o Tom, YTO KOPHU gepeBbeB yxoaAat rnyboko nog 3emato? O Tom, YTO BOAa,
BO3MOMHO, TaK rNyboKo, UTO Mbl HUKOraa He gobepemca 4o Hee?

— Mbl 6byaem KomaTb, — pasgpaxeHHo nporosopua Mwuwa, notomy yto KaTtm paspywana
Manenwyro Hagexay. Mapu morna noHaTe Muwy: nocne Bo3parkeHn Katm oHa novyscTBoBasia cebA
pa304apOBaHHOM M OLLYyTUIA PACTYLLYO B HEM HOBYHO BOMHY APOCTM. OHa ABaKAbl CYXO OTKalANaCh
W CNKOHYA BA3KYHO KENTYHO CNU3b.

— Ecnam noseseT, Mbl HAanAeM BOAY, — XpPUMNA0 NPOU3HEC/IA OHA, KaXK40e CNO0BO AaBasioCb el C
TPYAOM. — A eC/iv HET, Mbl TaK UM MHave ympem. Ho ceityac Tbl MOXKelb XOTb Pa3 3ax/10MHYTb NacTb.

KaTn nocmoTtpena Ha Hee Pa3bAPEHHbIM B3r1A40M, HO B 3TOT pa3 He Npomn3Besa BneYaTaeHma —
Mspu yBepeHHO B3rnAHyNa B OTBET.

—Wpem, — pewmnn JleoH.

Mwuwa un JleoH oTnpaBuancb BO rnase. Mapu nocnegosana 3a HAMKU. 3a HER Ha PaAcCTOAHMK B
0eCATb MeTpOoB Wan TuaH n Katu.

Mapu Kazanocb, Kak byaTo el BHE3AMHO CTaN0 eLe Kapye.

TuaH cpaxkanca 3a Kaxkabl war. OH 6bl NpegnoyYen ynacTb, YTOObl OCTaTbCA NEXKaTb Ha 3emJie,
HO 3acTaBnAan ceba war 3a wWarom ABuratb Teno ganble. Ero noxmpanun CHUralowan Kaxga u
AaBALWan ronoBHan 60nb. Y Hero nepepg rnasamu TaHUeBann 6esble TOYKU, HO OHW CHOBa M CHOBA
CMELIMBANNCL C HE3HAKOMbIMW BUAEHUAMMN,

EmMy Ka3anocb, CIOBHO OH MOl YBMAETb YacTb CBOEM MPOLUJION KU3HM, U TO, YTO NpPEeAcTano
nepea Hum, nyrano. Tam Oblna 3Ta cTapas KeHWwuHa. Y Hee Obliv peaKkue, nexkalwme npagamu
BOJIOCbl. JINUO NOKpbIBanM 6GecYnMcneHHoe 4YMCNo MOPLWMH Ha ¢oHe naHawadTa 3anoJHEHHOro
NepPecoXWmnMmM pycnamm pek. YepHble MpamMopHble rnasa »anobHo cmoTpenn Ha Hero. Uccoxwwuii
yKa3saTenbHbll Nasew npegynpexkaatole pasmaxmsan nepeg ero IMLOoM.

— Tbl gonXeH 6bln cneguTb 3a HEW, HO UTrpan € STUM AbABOIOM, MOKMPAOLWMM TBOK KU3Hb, -
CKaszasia oHa. — Tenepb TBOA CeCcTpa McHesna, U HUKTO He 3HaeT, rae oHa. 3TO TBOA BUHA.

OH He cmor. OH 3Han 06 aTom. He cmor, Kak C1y4anocb 4acTo, HO B 3TOT pa3 OH He 3aC/y»KuBan
HWUKaKoro npouieHua. Ero wectnnetHAa cectpa C3y BblWaa U3 KBApTUPbI, NOKa poautenu bbinm Ha
paboTe, a oH urpan Ha Playstation B «Last Man Standing Berlin». BeposaTHO, oHa cobpanacb B
HeboNbLIOWM NapK, KOTOPbIN HAXO4MICA PALOM C }KUbIM LOMOM, HO TaK M He Aowna Ao Hero. Tenepb
OHa ncyesna.

M a BuHoBaT.

Y Hero 6onbLlie He 6bin0 cnes, nHaye oH bbl 3annakan.

Y10 A Hapgenan?

C3y? Fge TbI?

MpocTn meHsA.

He ocTanocb HMKOro, KTO 6bl OTBETUA €MY, TONIbKO 3XO €ro BOCMNOMMUHAHUN.

TuaH BCcxAunHyn 6e3 cnes.

Ero HOrM no4YTM CamoCTOATENbHO MepecTynanyM Brepen, OH He 3ameyan OoKpyKawuen
MECTHOCTHU, Yyepe3 KoTopyto wen. OH, cobcTBeHHO, BoObOLLE HUYero 60/blue He BOCNPUHUMAN. Emy
6b110 BCe paBHO, KyAa OHW WK, N npuxoauna nm KTo-To.

— Y10 c TOGOIN? — PAAOM C HUM BHeE3anHO pasgancs rosoc. OH B3aporHyn. Katn. CHoBsa. MNoyemy
OHa He npeKpallana BbIcCMenBaTb ero?

— OTBanu, Yero Tbl ELLE XOUELlb? — NPOXPUNEN OH.

— U3BMHUTBLCA. A n10xo nosena ceba c TOboOM, U MHE OYeHb Kasb.
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OH nogHAn ronosy. 3arnAHyAn ek B rnasa. He noxorke 4tobbl OHa Bpana.

— XopoLwo, U3BUHEHUA NPUHATLI, — €ro CHOBA COTPAC CyXOM Kalleb.

KaTn HarHynacb, npoBena pykon no necKky, NoAHANa He60bLOM YepHbI KaMeHb, eaga 6onblue
HOITA Ha NanbLe, N NPOTAHYNA ero TuaHy. TOT HENOHUMAaloLLLE MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— 3auem 370?

— onoxu ero B poT, 3TO BbI3blBaET BblAe/IeHMNE CAOHbI U NMOMOXET NPOTUB XKaxKAabl. [Tpasaa, Tbl
MOellb NOBEPUTb MHe.

OH NoNoXKnn KameHb Ha A3bIK U HAaYaN OCTOPOXKHO COCaTb ero.

-— Cnacunbo, Katn, — TXo cKkasasn OH.

— A Tenepb naem yxe.

KaTtn cHoBa yausuna ero.

Bckope oHM gobpanucb [0 Aepesa, Yel BUAG MaHUA mux obelwaHmem Bogpl. M Ha camom pene,
OHM HALNM CONOHOBATbLIN NpPYA, PACNONOXKMBLLMACA B XKENTOW NbINN.

— E€ Mmo»KHO nuTb? — cnpocunna Mapwu.

Bce cmoTpenu Ha Boay. E€ 6b110 mano, ga u To rpAsHas.

— Y Hac ecTb Bblbop? — cnpocun JleoH.

HuKTO He oTBeTUA.

—YT0, ecnu oHa oTpasaeHa, — npeanonoxun Muuwa. — LigerT...

— A... — JleoH KakK pa3 xoten nonpoboBaTb, Koraa TMaH ynan Ha KOMIEHU U NOHbIMU FOPCTAMM
HbICTPO CTan OTNPaBAATb BOAY B CBOM POT. Bcero yepes HECKOMIbKO CEKYHZ PALOM C HUM /iexana
KaTn. HakoHeL, oHK BCe Hayanu nuThb.

Ha BKyc BoZa 6blna yXKAacHOW, rOPbKOM, OHa BOHANA, HO YTOAMAA UX Kaxay. Bce octanbHoe
6b1N10 He BaXKHO.

JleoH nepBbIM NPUNOAHANCA U NepeBepHYAcA Ha cnuHy. OH 3abiXxanca, BepOATHO, NOTOMY UYTO
OHM CAULWKOM BbICTPO NuAan. B ero kenyake 6yntbixanca BOHIOUYNIM ByNbOH. 3aTeM OH FPOMKO PbITHY.
OcTanbHble NOCMOTPEIN HA HEero 1 3aCMeANUCh. ITO 3BYYaANI0 OTYAAHHO M YCTaNI0, HO OHU CMEAIUCH.

— JTa WTYKA Ha BKYC KaK OCAMHOE AepbMo, — CKa3an Muwa. — Ho, 4epT BO3bMU, A CHACTAUB, YTO
Mbl HaWAK 3Ty 3anpyaunHy.

TuaH psaaoM ¢ HUM BCe elle oTnpaBasan B ceba ctoadyto Bogy. Mula noxsionan ero no naeyy.

— CTapuK, He Tak MHOTO 3a pas, MHa4ye Tebe cTaHeT N0Xo.

EnBa 3to 6bI10 NpoM3HeceHO, Kak TWMaH MOMNepPXHYAcA, NepeBepHyYaCcA U ero BbipBano. Bce ¢
OTBpaLleHMeM OTBEPHY/IUCL OT Hero.

— Hy, no kKpanHen mepe, ero BbIpBano He B BOAY, — CKa3ana Katu.

Mapwm Kak pa3s 3a4yepnHynia BoAbl U3 Npyaa, YTobbl CMbITb FPA3b C IMLA.

— Ha 3To y Hac HepmocCTaToyHO BOAbl, — npeaynpeann ee JleoH. — CHayana ewe HYKHO
Hano/IHUTb HalM BYTbINKK Nepea TeM, Kak NATU Aanblue.

— Tbl xouewWwb nATK ganbe? — o3aboyeHHo cnpocun Muwwa.

— ToNbKO HEMHOTO, NMOKa He Hanaem newepy. OHN [OMKHbBI 6bITb 34eckb. Toraa mbl cobepem
napy CyXxux BETOK, KOTOpble BaNATCA 34eCb, M pa3Bedem OroHb. Ham HYyXKHO eLle 4To-TO MOoecCTb.

Pagom TnaH nsgan cTpaHHble 3BYKU, NpeXKae Yem ocecTb Ha 3eMI0.

— Bce noHAnK, 4To Mbl Byaem HoueBaTb HeAaNEKOo OTCA4a? — CNPocu J1eoH.

OHW KMBHYK B OTBET.

— Torpga Muwa u A ceyac OCMOTPUM MECTHOCTb, — OH MOCMOTpPeN Ha 610HAMHa.

— A 3a.

Katn nogowna K TuaHy 1M onyctunacb Ha 3emnto pagom. OHa CHAMA ero nNoBA3KYy C roiosbl,
CMOYMNA ee U CMblJIa C LA NblJib U PBOTY.

—locnoaun, mHe Tak Heyaob6HO, — eABa C/bIWHO NpowenTtan TuaHx.
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— He aymait 06 aTom. Tbl IPOCTO CANLLIKOM BbICTPO NN,

OH cMyLLEeHHO ynblbHYACA.

— fl LOBONBHO JONTO NeXy B MEeCKe U BbIBOPAYMBAIO CBOKO AylY HapyXy. Tbl onpegeneHHo
AEPKULWb MeHsA 3a cnabaka.

— Hert, He aepiKy, — pewmnTenbHo cKasana Katu. — MoxeT 6biTb, Y MeHA He Bceraa noJsyvyaerca
KOHTPO/IMpOBaTb cebs, U NpeanoYnTalo Ny4ylle OTAENUTLCA, YeM NPATATLCA, HO A Oblia paga, YTo MHe
He HYXXHO NPOXOANTb Yepes 3TO O4HON.

OH noBepHYA K HeR ronosy.

— 3Haeub, YT0, K3TK, COBCTBEHHO Tbl OYEHb AaXKe HMUYero.

Katn cmoTpena B aApyrom HanpasneHuu. OH ke owmnbanca, B 3ToM OHa He Hbina yeBepeHa. OH
pewwnn npnobogputs ee.

— MoxeT bbiTb, y TebA 3T0 cBoero poga camosawmTa. MoxeT 6biTb, TO, YTO CAYYMNOCb B
NPOLWAOW XKU3HU, ABNAETCA NPUYMHOM TOFO, YTO Tbl TaK pearnpyellb, AaXKe He Kenasa 3Toro.

—Tbl gymaewsb?

— Tak morno 6bl 6bITb.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha Hebo.

— MoKeT 6bITb, HO KTO M3 HAC 3HAEeT, KeM ABAAETCA HAa CaMOM Aene. Bo3MOXKHO, Mbl HUKOT4a
3TOr0 He y3HaeM.

— CobCcTBEHHO BCE PaBHO, — CKa3an TuaH. — Mbl 34eCb, KUMBbI, U B AaHHbI MOMEHT 3TO BCE, YTO
MMeeT 3HayeHue.

KaTu BCTana v oTpsAxHyAa Nbiab €O WTaHOB. Y TMaHa 6bI10 YyBCTBO, Kak ByATO OHa XoTena ymTu
OT OCTa/IbHOroO pa3roBopa. OHa Tak CMAbHO 60sANACb NOKA3aTb CBOM UCTUHHbIE YyBCTBA?

— Katn?

- [a.

—Tbl B nopaake?

KaTn ygmeneHHo nocmoTtpena Ha TuaHa. A? OHa yKe 3agaBanacb 3TUM BOMPOCOM C TOro
MOMEHTA KaK Npou3soLen ToT UHLMUAEHT HOYbLO B Necy.

CoH. BoT yem OHa pelunia cumTaTb TOT 6€3YMHbIN C/ly4al, KOrga C HOXKOM B PyKax MCKala CBOHO
cectpy. CneayoLWmm yTPOM OHa NPOCHYAACb COBEPLLEHHO 3amnyTaHHas B CTOPOHe OT nareps. Bce B Ty
HOYb ObINO KaK CTEPTOE, CKPbITOE 33 3aBECOM, KOTOPYH OHA HE MOT/1a pa3opBaTb.

Korga oHa cHOBa ycCnbllwana rofoC CBOEM CecTpbl Ha pPaBHWHE, OHAa C TPYAOM CMOrAa
yAepKaTbCA CHOBA NocneAoBatb 3a /3. OHa 3acTasnAna cebs 6opoTbca NPOTMB CaMOro HacToALLero
Kowmapa. OHa Ao/KHa Oblna nobeguTtb ee, BEPHYTb KOHTPOJIb HaZ CBOMM cO3HaHueMm. Jliobol
LeHomn.

YepT BO3bMMU, 1 €4,Ba Y3HA/A, YTO HA HAaC HaaBMraeTcA. Tak He MOXKET NPoAoXKaATbCA. Al — 3TO He
A. MHe Henb3A Tak CMNbHO H6oATbCA.

B HeckonbKux warax oT TMaHa OHa OCTAaHOBW/ACb, Cena, NPUCAOHMBLLUCL K CTBONY AEPeBa,
06XBaTMNA HOTM PYKAMM U MONOXKWAA FONI0BY Ha KOJIEHMU.

«YTO-TO CO MHOM He TakK, NoYeMy NPouU3oLWaAN 3TM Bewwmn? MNovemy A cabliwy ronoc Jinz uMeHHO
3gecb? 310 MoA cyabba B raywun... oToMcTUTb JIn3? Moyemy A BoobLLe NOMHIO ee 1 Honblue HUYero?
Y70 3p8€6Ch NponcxoanTt? MoxKeT bbiTb, 3TO CBOEro PoAa TECT: EC/IM i CMOTY 04,0/71€Tb CBOU KOLIMaPpbI, A
BbIXKUBY ?»

KoHe4yHO, OHa BbIKMBET. K3TW 3Hana, YTO NOXKEPTBYET KMU3HbIO Nt06Oro 34echb, YTOObI CnacTu
CBOIO cObOCTBEHHYI0. A He Bceraa in 6bi110 Tak? Te, KTO Bpeaun en, Bceraa naatmam 3a ato. OcobeHHo
Mo OTHOWEHWIO K TuaHy ee 4yBCTBA OblIM NpPOTMBOpPEYMBbIMU. MHOraa ee ymunsana ero
6ecnomoLHOCTb, HO 0COBEHHO OHa Npe3npasna ero c1abocTb.

Cnaboctb? A He 3TO I NpUYKHA? A He MOry CNpPaBUTbLCA CO €1aboCTbio?
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TonbKo OT ogHOM Mbicin 0 M3pu OHa paccBupenena. 9Ta majseHbKasn, M3banoBaHHan LWOXa,
KOTOpasA MOCTOAHHO 33a4epKu1Bana rpynny n nepetarnBana Ha ceba Bce BHUMaHMe. TaKKe KaK 1 TuaH.
B o4HO MrHoBeHMe OHa YyBCTBOBaNA COCTPaZaHMeE K HAM, a B cneaytoliee H6bina rotosa bpocntbea Ha
HUX C Ky/laKamu, 4TOObl MPEKPATUTb UX KANKUI BU3T.

Al cowna c yma?

«JONXKHO ObiTb M3-33 Kapbl, UCTOLLEHUA, HANPAMKEHUA U CTPaxa, KOTOpble A MCMNbITbIBaNa
HECKOJIbKO AHeM», — NbITanacb yCNoKouTb cebs KaTu, Ho 3To He cpaboTano.

BHYTpM Heé yTo-TO Apemano.

Cuna, KoTopasa MHOrAa nepeHnmana Ha ceba KOHTPOb.

YT0-TO, YEMY OHA He MOraa NPOTUBOCTOAT.

OHa cnpsATana Muo B Naf0HAX, YTOObl HUKTO HE CMOT YBUAETb, YTO OHA NAaKana.

M3 rnas xnblHyaAn TUXKUE cnesbl.

M, Korga oHW BbICOXAW, THEB BEPHY/ICA.
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Mewepa 6blna naeanbHon. JocTaToyHO 60nbLWOK, YTOObI 63 NPobsem MOXKHO OblNO CTOATb
npsamo, cyxoi u rnybokoi. OHa bosiee Yem Ha AecATb METPOB yxoauna Braybb ckanbl, npeanaras
3alLUUTY OT AHEBHOM *Kapbl MU HOYHOro xonoAa. Ee Hawen Muwa. MNpexae Yem BOUTM B NeLlepy, oH
yO0CTOBEPUACA, YTO BHYTPU HE NPUTAUICA AUKUIA 3Bepb. [pn mbican 06 3Tom OH Haxmypwun nob: B
KOHLLE KOHLL0B, MOKa OHM He BUAENN HU e4NHOMN XUBOWN Aywn. ITO BbIN0 CTPAHHO — MMEHHO NO3TOMY
OHM AO0/IKHbI 6bITb OCTOPOXKHBIMU.

Muwa KPUKHYN BHYTPb M BPOCUA KaMHM B TEMHbIM npoxos. He 6b110 cabiWHO HM 3BYKa. OH
BOLUEN M U3YYUI MNellepy, HAaCKOJIbKO XBaTaslo AHEBHOro ceeTa. [loBO/bHbIA CBOEW HAaxo4KOoM, OH
coobuinn o Hei JleoHy, a 3aTemM M OCTa/IbHbIM.

Tenepb OHU cHAENM HA TONbIX KAMHAX, MOKA CHapyXu caaunocb conHue. NocepeanHe ropen
OrOHb, PA30)KMKEHHbIA U3 CyXMX BETOK AepeBa. TaK NOABMACA CBET, U B TO }Ke CaMoe BPemMs OH
OCTaHaBAMBAN NPUBIMIKAIOLMIACA XONO4 HOUMN.

OHu poenun octasBwwuecAa 3anacbl. Mx 6bino HegocTaToyHOo. TmaH M Mapu BHeCAM camyto
6onblyto fonto B 06yt Tpanesy, a OCTaNbHbIE yXKe AaBHO M3Pacxo40Baiv CBOM 3anachl.

TuaH npegnoxun nNpoduabTpoBaTb rPA3HYHD BOAY Yepe3 TKaHb PybalKM M HAMONHUTL €l
6yTbINKM. MuLa COBEpPLUEHHO He A0BepsAn M306peTaTeNlbHOCTU YTOMIEHHOTO asuaTa. B3rnsHys Ha
Hero, oH yBuaen, Yto TUaH CBEPHYACA HA NOAY U MPAYHO U OTCTPAHEHHO CMOTPUT B OTFOHb.

— 3aBTpa Ham HyXXHO AobpaTbcA 40 BpaT, — CKasana Mapu. OHa cupena, NnoaTAHYB KONEeHM,
pAfOM € JleoHOM 1 MuLLel M HAaKMHYA Ha NJeYn CNanbHbIA MELLOK.

— Ecnuv BepHo pacckasaHHoe [xkebom, — ckasan JleoH.

— A noyemy 6bl M HeT? Tam 6b110 BCE YEPHBIM MO Benomy HanncaHo, — 3ameTna TuaH.

— Tbl BEPULIb BCEMY, YTO HANMCAHO B KAKOM-TO NOTPENAHHOM /INCTOYKE, HAMAEHHOM B CymKe?
— HacTausan JleoH.

— Bo BcAkom cnyyae, A Bepto, — BMewanacb Mapu. — YTpom mbl Hagem noptan. Torga mbl
NMOKMHEM 3TOT }KaZIKUA MUP U BO3MOXKHO BEPHEMCA Ha3ag, AOMOM, rae H6bl OH HU HAaXO4UANCA.

Mwuwa nogHAn ronosy U nocmoTtpen Ha JleoHa. OH pa3genan MHeHUe TaTyMpoOBaHHOMO MapHA —
He CMOTPA Ha TO, YTO OH YXKe MepeXxun B 3TOM MECTHOCTU, OH OTKa3blBaNCA MPUHMMATb PeanbHOCTb,
ONUCaHHYIO B Nucbme. OHa He Morna NpekpaTUTb bbiTb HaueKy. JIeoOH OTBETM/ Ha ero B3rnag, a 3atem
cnpocun Mapwu:

— Tbl [eNCTBUTENIbHO BEpPULLb, HaC KAYT elle Apyrue, He3HaKOMble MMPbl, KOTOpble Ham
npeacTouUT NPONTH, YTOObI BEPHYTLCA B HALL HACTOALWMIA MUP?

— TONbKO OAWMH BbIXXMBET, — BMelanacb Katn cosepweHHo 6e3 amouui. — Tak 6biio
HanucaHo.

HeKkoTopoe Bpema OHU MonYanu, HakoHeu, Mapu npousHecna:

— A He xouy AymaTb 06 sTom. He celtyac. YTpom mbl sobepemca Ao BpaT. MoxeT 6biTb, NOTOM
Bce 6yaeT B nopaake.

«Nnn xyxke», — nogyman Muwa. OH Ucxoann n3 Toro, YTo CAeAyHoLnit MUp NPUroTOBUA eLle
60nbwyto 3agadvy. Bce 3TO 3K3ameH UX BO/IM U HaBbIKOB BbIXXMBAHWUA. YTOObI OTAEAUTb CUAbHBIX U
Cnabblix, 331341 SONKHbI YCNOXKHATLCA, B NPOTUBHOM C/lydae oHu 6bl Bce Aobpanmnce g0 BpaT.

Ho, moxeT 6bITb, 3TO M eCTb M3BpaALLEHME HALIEero BbIXMBAHWA. MOXKeT 6biTb, Mbl AO/KHbI
6opoTbcA apyr NpoTvB gpyra, yomueatb Apyr gpyra. ToAbKo oAMH nNpu3. ToNbKO OAMH nobeanTtens.
BbixkMBeT TONIbKO YOMinua.

OH B34pOrHyn ot 3ToM mbican. OH nogyman ob ux npecnegosatenax. [OTOB i OH A4paTbCA W...
ybueatb?

TnaH HenoaBuXKHO cuaen y orHs. C Tex Nop Kak OH BCMOMHMA O cBoel cecTpe Cuy, OH eaBa n
yyBCTBOBa/ cebsa coboit. OH CTAaHOBUACA COBEPLUEHHO APYTMM.
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Kak TonbKo A mor 6bITb TakKMm 6€30TBETCTBEHHbIM?

OH AcHo u 4yeTko Buaen Cuy nepen cobon. Ee 6necTawme yepHble BOJIOCHI, 3aBsi3aHHble B
bonTatoWwminca KOHCKNM XBOCT. Ee ceeTAwmecs Kapue rnasa. OH Bcerga 3Ban ee «MaJieHbKas yTo4YKay,
NOTOMY 4YTO BO Bpema XoA4bbbl OHa nNepeBasiMBanach TyAa-cloAa, U B OTBET OHA KaxKAbIA pa3 ygapana
€ro B }KMBOT CBOMM MAJIEHbKMM KYJ1a4KOM.

OTpbIBKM NpPOLWIOro 6blN KeCTOKMMU. TUAH 4YyBCTBOBAJ, KAaK YTO-TO B HEM C/IOMANOCh.
HesHaHMe cBOEN NperKHEN }KU3HM BblN0 MUNOCTLIO, TEMEPD Ke ero Ha KaxAom Lary npecsenoBanm
Kapue rnasa Cuy.

Mapu monya cugena pagom € HAM M CMOTPEsIa B OFOHb, 3aTeM NnepeBesia B3rNA4 Ha AMHUM,
KOTOpble OH, AaKe He 3aMeTMB, HAPMCOBAA MaleHbKOM NaskoM B Nbl/M.

— Y70 3TO 3HAUUT? — CNPOCUIA OHA Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMA.

TnaH NOCMOTPEN Ha PUCYHOK U NOXKaa Naevyamu:

— Hwnyero. Bcero avwb Kapakynu.

Mapu nomegnunna.

—YT0 c TOGON?

OH ropbKo 3acmesanca.

— Tbl MMeeLWb B BMAY YTO-TO eLle, KPOME TOro, YTO Mbl MONYMEPTBbLIE OT KaXAbl LWaraem no
PacKaNEéHHOM OT »Kapbl 3eM/e, BbIHYKAEHbI NPATAaTbCA OT KAaKMX-TO 3BEpPen, BeAyLMX Ha Hac OXOTy,
nuiem BpaTta, KOTopble, MOXKET b6biTb, BOOOLLE He CyLecTBYOT? M Aarke ecin OHM U CYLLEeCTBYHOT, Ham
3TO HE CAINLLIKOM NMOMOXKET B Aa/IbHENLLEM...

OH ycTano ynbibHynca Mapwu.

«[JO MeHA TONbKO YTO AOLWNO, KakaA A 6e30TBETCTBEHHAN U 3rOUCTUYHANA CBUHbAY.

— JlTagHo, nagHo. Tbl BCE-TaKKU Npas, AypaLKnii Bonpoc. A npocTo xoTena y3HaTb, KaK Thbl.

OH B3rnsaHyn B eé bonbluMe rnasa.

— Mpoctn, Mapu. A He xoTen NokasaTbCA rpydbIM.

— Bcé HopmanbHo.

— A Kak genay Teba?

OHa B3g0xHYyNa.

— Moé nunuo obropeno, Koxa Ha rybax notpeckanacb, U A NONHOCTbIO obeccuneHa, HO Beab Tak
obcTOAT Aena y Bcex Hac.

—Jlar, nocnu HemHOro. A NOCTOPOXKY, eCNn Xo4vellb.

B 3TOM A NPOCTO YEeMNUOH MUPa.

— Cnacmnbo, 370 O4YeHb MWIO C TBOEM CTOPOHbI, HO A HEe MOry ceryac cnatb. f CAMLWWKOM
BO3OYyKAEHa U MHe CTPaLLHO.

— HeyausuTenbHO, yunTbiBan TO, YTO Mbl BCE CErogHA Nepexman. 1 1 cam He 3Hato, CMOTY N A
3aCHYTb HOYbIO.

— [Jeno He TONbKO B 3TOM, — TUXO CKa3ana Mapu. OHa CI0BHO NOAbICKMBANA BEPHble CN0BA. —
Al... A BMKY KQPTUHKN N3 HAaCTOALLEMN KU3HU, U OHWN HE CaMble MPUATHbIE.

TwaH nogHAn ronosy.

— Al NpeKkpacHO NOHMMaAIO, YTO Tbl UMEEeLLb B BUAY.

OH nogyman, CTOUT An pacckasatb 0 Cuy, HO BCE BHYTPU HEro ConpoTMBAANOCb aTomy. Mapwu,
Ka3a/10Cb, TOXEe AymMana 0 YEM-TO APYrom. Ho TakXKe KaK M OH, OHa pelwunsia ayywe npomonyatb, He
[3aB OXMTb NPM3PaKam NPOLLJIOro.

MHorga ny4lle ocTaBUTb KOWMapbl B MNOKOE.

— ITO BCE-TaKMU CTPAHHO, — CKaszan TmaH No NpoLWeCcTBUM HEKOTOPOro BpemeHun. — Mbl egBa nu
MOXEM YTO-TO BCMOMHUTb M3 HAWMX Npeablaywmx KusHen. Bo BCAKOM cayvae, He camble NPUSATHbIE
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Bewm. NMoyeMy MMEHHO Hala BMHA MPUBENA K TOMY, YTO Mbl OKa3a/JMCb B 3TOM YXAaCHOM mupe?
MoKeT 6biTb, 3TO BCE YTO-TO BPOAE UCKYNIEHMA.

— Aymaewn?

— fl He 3Hato. [1pocTo NpeanonoKun.

OHu monyanu. bes cnos Mapu nogHAnacb 1 NOLWa HaBepX Ha CBOe MecTo.

TunaH cmoTpen en Bcaea.

«MocnaHne He owmnbanocb: Mbl BCe NOTEPAHbLI», — NOLYMAN OH.

[)KeHHa ne)kana Ha NecHon 3emne, 3aBEePHYBLIMCb B CMNaJibHbIA MELIOK, M CMOTPena Ha
HebonblIOWN KOCTep, KOTOpbI passen Oxeb. bonesHeHHaA nyabcauma B ee Hore HeMHOro ocnabna
nocne BbINUTON npeanoxeHHon [xkebom Tabnetkn. OHU PaACNONONKUAUCL NOA AEPEBLAMM, YbM
BEPXYLWKM McYe3anu paneko BBepxy. [keb nexan c 3aKpbITbIMU [/1a3aMM Ha CNWHE pPASZOM C
KocTpom. Ero rpyab paBHOMEPHO NOAHMMANACh U ONyCKanacb. [)KeHHa npegnonarana, Yto OH YCHY,
HO He bblna B 3TOM yBEpPEHa.

OHW cnepoBanu 3a 3HaKaMu, HO Apyrux abopureHoB He BCTpeTUAW. [laxKe ecim OHU U NOMOTNU
e n [deby, OHW BCE paBHO HAroHAAM Ha [)KeHHy cTpax. 3aecb OoHa 60Anacb BCero, Ho BCE e
CTapanacb CKpbITb CBOK HeyBepeHHOCTb. OHa XoTena Mo mepe BO3MOMKHOCTM nomoub [dxeby wm
6osble He HbiTb MPEXHUM 6eCNONE3HbIM FPY30M.

CHavana mucTMYecKkne npecnepoBaTeny, NOTOM 3TM He3HaKOoMUbl. [KEeHHA OKOHYaTenbHO
3anyTanacb. beamonBue 3TnX... abOPUTreHOB He BCENANO YBEPEHHOCTU. KaK 3HAaTb, YTO HOYbIO OHU He
HanagyT? He 3amaHAT B 3acagy? Moyemy oHM nomoram um?

9710 n3-3a [keba, oceHmnno [KeHHy. OHM Beab NOXOXKWN HA HEFO — BPOH30BOM KOXKeN, YEPHBbIMMU
Bonocamu, ¢opmown rnas. OH mor H6bITb OAHUM U3 HUX. BOMHOM.

[>xeb pacckasan el npo cBoero gena v B eé BOOO6ParKeHNUN MeaJ/IEHHO BbIPUCOBANCA NOXKUION
cenon MyXKUMHA, HE MOXOMXKMUIM Ha XKEHLLUHY Y PeKu.

Ho Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO? Mbl HaXOAMMCA OYeHb AANEKO OT Aoma. oyemy 3TU 04U NOXOXKM
Ha [»keba?

Y [KeHHbl He 6blno oTBeTa. XOTA OHa M A0/KHA nobnarofapuTb He3HaKomues, [KeHHa
npeanouyna 6bl, 4To6bI STOT MUP OKa3anca HeobutTaem.

Bbinun 66l OHKM 38ech ¢ [Axkebom ToNbKO 0AHM. YTO e Ayman 06 3ToM OH cam?

Mo-suanmomy, [xkeb cuntan, 4to 06CTOATENBLCTBA, B KOTOPbIX OHU OKAa3a/aMCb, HYKHO NPUHATD
1 6bITb 6NarogapHbIMM 33 NOALEPMKKY.

[>keHHy 3HO6MNO0. X0NI0AHAA HOYb HAKPbINA Nec TEMHOTOW. Ha cTBOnax AepeBbeB TaHLEBaAM
TEHW OT OrHEeHHOro nnameHu. Fpe-To B fNecy TpecHyna BeTKa. [KeHHa 6pocuna Ha [keba
HanpPAXEHHbIN B3rNaa,.

OHa OCTOPOXKHO OT6pPOCKIA CNAJbHBIN MELLOK, TUXO NOAHANACh U NPUKOBLINAAA K Hemy. [xkeb
He nowesennnca. OH He CAblwan, KaKk [)KeHHa paccTenmna CBoM CnanbHblA MELLOK M NIer1a K Hemy.

Ha npoTaXeHnn MUHYTbl OHa efBa M OCMeNnBaNach AblwaTb, MOTOM NPUABUHYNACb HEMHOIO
6amke. MoToM eLLé HEMHOTO, MOKA OHM HE OKa3a/IMCb MOYTU BMPUTHIK.

[)XeHHa OCTOPOXKHO BbITAHYNA PYKY M aKKypaTHO NONOXKMANA 1AS0Hb Ha ero rpyab. MNpukacatbea
K HEMY — Hacnha*kaeHwue.

Bapyr [keb pacnaxHyn rnasa.

[eHHa He ybpana pyKy.

— Al He xoTena Tebs pas3dyauTb.

—Tbl MeHs He pa3byaunna.

— MO*KHO 5 34ecb ¢ TO6OM OCTaHyCb?

OH ynbibHynca. AxkeHHa Habpanacb My»KecTBa, NPUABUHYNACH eLwé BanKe M NONoXKMAA TON0BY
emMy Ha rpyab. Ei 6b110 TaK XOpolWo HaxoguTbca B Takoh 6amM3ocTn K Hemy. OHa owyTuaa 4yepes
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pybalwky 6bueHne ero cepaua U nNpuxkanacb K Hemy, CNOBHO Bceraa Tak genana. [Oxeb Takxke
NPMBbLIYHO NOraaua e€ No BOJIOCaM.

— Tbl 6OMLWbCA? — CNPOCUA OH.

— Xm.

— He 6oitcs, a npurnsaky 3a To6oi.

[>KeHHa 3aKpblina rnasa u 3acHyna.
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HacTtano yTpo, HO cBET NPOHUK B newepy v pa3byaun rpynny He cpasy. bbiio ewe npoxnagHo,
HO y)Ke ceMyac YyBCTBOBA/IaCb M3HYPAOLWAA AHEBHAA Kapa. CBETWU/IO COMHLE, MO3TOMY UM HE HYXKHO
6b110 AymaTb O NpecnenoBaTenax.

K cyacTbto, HoYbto 6bIN10 CNOKOIMHO, BeAb CerogHA pewatowmn aeHob. CerogHAa OHM NOKMHYT 3TOT
MUP. XOTA OHM BblN eLLe YCTanbiIMU U Pa3bUTbIMK, OHU 3aMeTUAN BECNOKOMCTBO NPUBAMMKAIOLLMXCA
4acos.

HalayT nv oHm BpaTa?

MpoiayT A OHKU?

YTto KaeT ux Tam?

HuKTO He roBopun HM cnosa. OHM Monya cobpanm BeLM U 3aCYHYIN UX B PtOK3aKU. OroHb Bbin
NOTYLWEH, HO 3aMax X0N104HOM 30/1bl eLLe BUCEN B BO3AyXe.

Muwa nepsbiM NOKMHYA Newepy. Ha BbIxoge OH OCTaHOBMACA M NOCMOTPen Ha Hebo. Ha yeTko
BMAMMYIO M 3aMETHYIO CBepKatoLLyto B61M3M 3Be3ay.

— 3T0 He MoXeT bbITb AaNeKo, — CKa3an OH JIeoHy, KOTOPbIM NOABUICA CNef0M 32 HAM U TOXe
CTan pasbICKMBaTb B3rNA40M 3Be34y. — YTo Tbl Aymaelb?

— 3Be34a BeAeT Hac NPAMO B ropbl — nogbem byaeTt BeCbMa YyTOMUTENbHBIM.

— Tbl Agymaelb, BpaTa HaBepxy?

JleoH noxkan nnevyamm.

— Ha camom gene 6e3 pasHuubl. Eciv npasaa 10, YTO HaNMCAHO B 3anNMcKe, 6ONbWMHCTBO U3 HaC
YMpeT BO Bpema nyTewwecTtsuA. Ecam He npasaa, TO Mbl A€ACTBUTENBHO B 3a4HULE.

— [encTBUTENBHO, HO BCE e NopTasibl AAOT HEOO/bLUYIO HAAEXKAY, — HacTanean Muwa.

— [la, TeM, KTO XO4eT B HEE BEPUTD.

— A TbI? YTO AymaeLwb Tbl?

— Huyero. Bo3MOKHO, Tam eCTb BpaTa, BO3MOXKHO HeT. fl 3TO BbIACHIO. [1pOCTO TONIbKO CUAETHL U
A0XNAATbCA KOHLUA — He ana meHs. Jlydwe 6opoTbea.

— Tbl cmor 6b1? 1 MMelo B BMAY, CpaXKaTbca C Hamu 3a BpaTa, ecan gongeT Ao 3Toro? — OH
MCKOCA NOCMOTpen Ha JleoHa.

JleoH nocmoTpen B ero ronybblie rnasa.

— [o aToro He pgonaeT. EcTb 60/blaa BEPOATHOCTb TOrO, YTO ABOE M3 HAC y¥XKe noTepaAHbl. 91O
He BbI30BET, B AKOObI CAeaytowem mmpe, cCopbl U3-3a BparT.

«lMoyemy e 3To MeHA He yCnoKouno?» —nogyman Muuwa. — «M noyemy J1IeoH ckasan 3ToT paKT
TakK, KaK 6yaTo 310 60/1blLOE CcHACTbe ANA HAC?»

OH No4yBCTBOBAs, CIOBHO JIEOH OTTaNKMBAA M NPUTATMBAA €ro OAHOBPEMEHHO. Pagom ¢ HUM
OH Obln HasneKkTpuzosaH. loyemy OH MCNbITbIBAaA NofobHoe, emy OblO HENOHATHO, HO ero
MOCTOAHHO TAHY/IO K 3TOMYy CTPaHHOMY MapHI0 ¢ ewe 6onee cTpaHHbIMKM TaTyMPOBKAMM, KOTOpble
OAHOBPEMEHHO Aenanu ero CTpalHbIM W KpacuBbiM. Ho B nepBbin pa3 Mwuwa paccmatpusan
PUCYHKM Ha Tene u anue JleoHa.

OH Buaen pombbl n 06pasbl, KOTOpble NOKPbIBAAM 6ONbLIYIO YacTb ero Koxu. Ho B nepsyto
oyepeab uepena MepTBELOB, rpPUMMacbl M y30pbl BbIFALEAN OCOOEHHO YrpoXKaloWUMU U
3axBaTbIBAOLLMMU. TaKUMK Ke CTPaHHbIMU 6blin ByKBbI, KOTOpble Muwa He mor npoynTaTb. HUKTO
He MOT UX NPOYUTaTb, OHU YXKe BbIACHUAW 3TO, B TOM Yncne n cam JleoH. Ha ero nby Kpacosanucb ase
pa3maluuncTble 6yKBbl, KOTOpble Nepecekanucb ¢ ABymA uMdpamm B OAMH PUCYHOK. MepBasa HykBa
HanOMMHaNA KpbiLy, KOTOPYIO NOANNPAAN TPU KONOHHbI. PAAOM C Hell KaK 3meA U3BMBanacb BTOpas
6yKBa, KOTOpas B CBOO o4epeapb Bena K ynciam. OHu Boobue Hu4ero He rosopuam Muue.

Kakum-to obpa3om OH 4YyBCTBOBA/A, YTO 3T 3HAKU HA A0BOJIbHO-TaKM HeHONbLWIOM y4yacTKe
KOXKM Oblnun peleHnem 3aragkn. Ho Kakoi MMeHHO 3aragku? CeasaHa M OHa KaK-To ¢ J/lTabupuHtom?
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Kpblnock M B HUX Kakoe-To nocnaHue? M Muwa noHAN, YTO eMy HPaBATCA TaKue 3araaku. Emy gaxe
6b110 Nerye noHMMaTb UMopPbI, Yem ntogeit. OHM NOCTOAHHO KPYKUAUCH ¥ Hero B roniose. Mpuxogunm
N YXOOMAW, MUFaZn, KaK MasiKk M3 APYroh KU3HW. JleoH Obln eAWHCTBEHHbIM B rpynne ¢
TaTyMpoBKamu. HM y Koro Kpome Hero He 6bl10 OTMETMH Ha Tesne, OH AO/IKEH Obla Yem-To
oTAnyaTbcA. PasBe Ao cux nop y Bcero He 6b110 cBOMX NpUUNH? OHKM BCe, BKAtoYaa Oxxeba u [KeHHy,
NOHMMA/IM 3HAYEHME CNOB, KOTOpble roBopuan gpyrme. OHUM MOHUMANU APYr APYra, XOTA BHELWHe
CUIBbHO OT/IMYANUCL Apyr OT apyra. Y TuaHa bblan packocblie rnasa M BoaoCbl baectenn Ha ConHue
CMHMM, KOTOPbIA COBEPLUEHHO HEe BbIrNA4eN ecTecTBeHHbIM. Y JleoHa Boobuwe He 6bl10 BOOC, HO
3aT0 OblNM TAaTyMPOBKKU. BblNO MHOrO BCEro, Yem OHW OTAMYANUCL APYr OT Apyra, HO ewe 6onblwe
cBA3bIBaNIO MX. OHM Oblan NpubnM3MTenbHO oAHOro Bo3pacTa. M3 cHoB M 06pa3oB, KoTopble
pasbIrpbiBaINCh Nepes HUMK, OH 3Han, 4To 6biin 6onee ctapble n bonee monoapie nogu. MNouemy
OHM BCe b6blIM 0AHOro Bo3pacTa? MoKeT 6bITb, OHM 6blIM 3HAKOMbBI U HE MOT/IM BCMOMHUTb 06 3TOM?

Bce 310 He umeno cmbicna.

3auemMm OHM [O/IKHbI NPOCKOYMTb 4epe3 MmMupbl, nobexaarb OnacHOCTW, npeoaoneBaTb
NPenATCTBMA, €CAN B KOHLLE UX XKAET TO/IbKO CMepTb?

Hamu ABMMKET UMCTbIM MHCTUHKT. Mbl HEe MOXeM MHaye — TONIbKO CpaaTbCA. 33 KaxAabli
CaHTMMETpP 3eMJIN A0 BPAT, 32 BO3MOXKHOCTb NMEPEXUTb eLe 0A1H AeHb.

— O yem Tbl 3agymanca? — cnpocun JleoH. Mo3agm HUX OCTanbHble BbIOpanncb U3 newepbl 1
XMYPUNUCb OT APKOrO CONHEYHOro CBeTa.

— Hu o yem. — Muwa caenan nepsbii Wwar. — [lJagante, naem, Ham ewe NpeacTouT AOATUIN NYTb.

[)XeHHa NpOoCHynacb C YyBCTBOM, YTO 33 Hel HAbAKOAAIOT, KOrAa e OHA OTKpblIa rnasa u
ornagenacb, TO HAKOTO He 06HapyKmaa. Ho 3To He 03HA4Yano, YTO TaM HUKOTO HeT. MeCTHble XuTenu
3TOro MMpa NepeaBUranmcb Novtn GeclwymHo. NoABAAANCH M UcYe3aM KaK Npu3pakn. OHa TUXOHbKO
B34,0XHYyNa.

Pagpom ¢ Hen cnan Oxkeb. [JKeHHa C HEXXHOCTbIO CMOTpEesia Ha Hero, 3aTem Bbibpanacb U3 ero
06BATUI, B KOTOPbIX Cnana BCH HOYb. OHA MOAHANACH M OCTOPOXKHO MOMbITasacb MPMBCTATb Ha
6onbHYylO Hory. XKryyas 60nb npoH3una ee. HeT, noHagobutca ewe Bpems, NOKa OHa CHOBA CMOXeT
BCTATb Ha Hory. [Ixkeby npuaeTtca HecTu ee cneayowmii AeHb. OHa MOYa NPOK/INMHANG, HO HUYEro He
nomorano. OH He octaBun 6bl ee, gaxke ecnnm 6bl oHa nonpocuna. [xeb 6bln ynpam, n oHa
6narogapHa emy 3a 370.

OH nowesenunca. OHa CMOTPena, Kak OH OTKPbIBA/ BEKM U B3I/IAHY/ Ha Hee.

— W? — cnpocun oH 1 3eBHY.

— HemHoro ny4ywe, Ho A Bce ewwe He mory bexaTb.

— 3710 NpongeT, — yNblbHyNCA OH. — BepoATHO, MHAYe MOA CMMHA NMOKAXKeTcA MHe NyCTOW.

[>XeHHa He CMOrna caepKaTbCA M 3acBeTUAachb B OTBeT. [1pM 3TOM OHa 3Hasa, YTO ero MblLLbl
OT HanpAXXeHWA 3a NPOL/bIM AeHb, AO/KHO ObITb, NPOHM3bIBAAM CYAOPOTN N OHU YePTOBCKM Bonenu.
OHa xopowo morna npeactasutb cebe, 4To OH OGyAeT MCMbITbIBAaTb MyYeHWA, €ClM NOHeceT ee
cerogHaA, HO He NO3BOUT el 3aMeTUTb 3TO. XOTA OH U NOAHANCA HEMHOIO HEeYK/IoXe, HO BCKOope ero
NPeXKHAA NNACTUYHOCTb BEPHYNACb, KOrA4a OH NOTAHYACA U PACTAHYA MbILLLbI.

— Y Hac ecTb YTO-HMbYAb NoecTb?

OHa noKa4vana ronosom.

— Bopa?

— Bot. — OHa 3anpblirana Ha O4HOM HOre K PHOK3aKy, HAaKAOHMAACh M BbiTawmna byTbiaky. OH
BbINWA BOAY 6ONbLIMMUK TNOTKAMMU.

— Mbl [oMmKHbI OTNpPaBnATbCcA. — [Keb nocmoTpen Ha BEpXYWKM [OepeBbeB, KOTOpble
NPOMNyCcKanu cosiHeYHble Ny4n. ConHLe yXKe A0BONbHO BbICOKO. Bpemsa npuwno.

[xeHHa Bce ynakoBana. CnanbHble MELKN, KYPTKN K BYTbINKK C BOAOWN.
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[xxeb onycTMnca Ha KONeHU Ha 3eMtO.

— Mwunegu, ecnv Bbl rOTOBbI.

[xeHa Habpocuna proK3ak Ha naeyn M B3rpoMO3amnacb Ha ero cnuHy. xeb co cToHOM
noaHANCA.

— Tbl NnONpaBMAACh 32 NPOLIEALY HOYb? — CMPOCK/ OH yAblbanAch.

[xeHa ynblbHynacb 1 oTBeTUNA:

— Her, 370, BEPOATHO, TAXKECTb HALMX BOraTbix 3aMacoB B PtOK3aKe.

— Hy, Torpa pasaii! Mbl JONXHbI BbIUTM U3 neca U copueHTMpoBaTbca. Ecan Bce nponget
rnagKo, Mbl Hanaem Bparta.

— [Ha, ecan ... — nostopmna [KeHHa. — Tbl e MNOHMMAEWb, YTO Mbl, BEPOATHO, COBCEM
3abnygunuce.

— Al nonarato, Ty3emubl TOYHO 3HANMU, KyAa Mbl CTPEMUMCA. [lepKy napu, 3TO Heganeko.

[xeb Havan aBuraTbca n xeHHa He 3Hasa, YTO CKa3aTb M3-3a FPOMKMUX MbICNEN B €e ro/oBe.

— Ecnu Tbl xouewWwsb... —Hapywmn Oxeb ee monyaHue.

- Yro?

— ... Moxewb neTb NecHio, — npegnoxunn Oxeb

OHa 3axMxunKana, 3aTem LWAENHyAa ero no naevy.

— BO3MOXHO, MHe CTOUT caenatb 3To. YBepeHa, necHu byaeT A0CTaTOYHO, YTOObl Tbl OCTaBUN
meHA go6poBonbHO.

—To ecTb, Tbl He ymeellb NeTb?

— Her, paxke ecan mosa 13Hb 3aBUCUT OT 3TOrO.

[xeb yxmblnbHyACA.

— XOpoLwo, Torga paccKkaXKm MHe UCTOPULO.

— Kakune ncropum? He 3abbiBait, A HUYETO HE MOMHIO.

—Toraa pacCcKkaXku MHe eLe pas, YTo Tbl MOXeLUb BCMOMHUTD.

JKeHHa nepesena Ayx U Havyana TUXMM roJIOCOM rOBOPUTD.

OHM oTOoWANM He Aaneko, Koraa [»KeHHa BHe3anHO BCKPUKHyANa. [xeb ncnyraHHO B3APOrHyA U
efBa He NO3BOAUA UM ynacTb. OH NOAHAN FONI0BY M UCKAN ONACHOCTb, OT KOTOPOW, BUAUMO, [)KEHHa
XoTena ero npegocrepeys.

— MocmoTpwm Bnepea! — BOCKAMKHYAA [KeHHa.

— Y70 3T0? Tam KTO-TO eCTb? — 3a4bIXafACh, CKa3an OH. — A HUYEro HEe BUIKY.

— HeT, nocmoTpu XKe, — ee pyKa nossBmaacb B MOse €ro 3peHudA, yKasbiBad Ha rpynny
HENPUMETHbIX KYCTapPHUKOB. — fl AyMalo, TaM NeXUT PIOK3aK.

C Tpyaom [keb HaTKHyAcA Ha Hero. [encTBUTENbHO, Cpeayn 3e/eHWU IeXKan PoK3aK, TOYHO
TAKOM }Ke, KaK M ero. OH No3BOINA [J)KeHHEe COCKO/Ib3HYTb C €ro CMMHbI U HaKNoOHUACA. [poxKawmmm
nanbLAMKU OH OTKPbIA ero, NopbINcA. TO, YUTO OH HaxoA4uA, He YAMBAANO ero, HO TO, Yero He Haxoaun,
NPMBOAWNANO €ro B yrKac.

«J1oNKHO BbITb, S OWINMBAIOCh. ITOrO HE MOKET ObITb».

[xxeb noxnonan proK3ak 1 BbITPAXHYN COAEPHKMMOE Ha 3EMLO.

Mepes HUM NexKanum YMCTble NPOAOBOAbCTBEHHbIE MAMKM M CNAfbHbIA MeLOoK. To e camoe, OH
0bOHapyXuna B CBOEM PIOK3aKe.

Ho HMKaKux 6yTbINOK ¢ BoAoON. HMKaKol ogexabl.

3aTo napa HeMCNoIb30BaHHbIX HOCKOB.

[keb nogHAn nx.

OH B3rnAHyAN BBEPX, [KeHHa nocmoTpesa emy NPsAMO B rnasa.

— JTO ptoK3aK JleoHa. Y Hero He 6blJ10 HOCKOB, KOrA4a Mbl €ro BCTPETU/IN, MOMHULLbB?

[KeHHa nobneaHena.
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— 3T10ro He moxeT HbITb. OH NOTEPAN UX HA PaBHUHE, B ABYX AHAX NYTU OTCHOAA.

OH 334yMYMBO NOKavan ros0oBON.

— 34ecb YTO-TO He TaK, COBCEM He TaK. — [1)Keb B340XHyAN. — A NPOCTO 3TOro He NoHMMato. Kak
PIOK3aK nonan ctoga? [KeHHa, YTo 34eCb NPOM30LWIO?

[)KeHHa cena 1 CNoXKuna NPOBUAHT B CBOM PIOK3aK. 3aTeM OHA CHOBA C TPYAOM NOAHANACH Ha
HOTU.

— Al He 3Hato, [)keb. Al ToXKe He 3Hat 3Toro. YTo NPonCXoaAnT ¢ HaMmu?

[xxeb monya onycTmaca Ha KOPTOYKM. [)KeHHa obxBaTuia ero 3a wek. 3aTeM OHU ABUHYANUCH
hanble.

JKeHHa npolwenTana Bo3/e ero yxa:

— Ha gaHHbI MOMEHT 3Ta Haxo4Ka cnacna Hawwm }KnsHu. Ho A 6010Cb, YTO NO3XKe Mbl AOPOro 3a
Hee 3annaTum.
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— 3TO He MoXeT bbiTb nNpaBAon, — Bbipyraaca Muwa. — YepT nobepu, aTo He AO0NAKHO ObiTb
npaBgoMn.

BmecTe ¢ OCTaNbHbIMW OH CTOAN Yy Kpaa ryboKoro yuienbs U NpUCTasibHO CMOTPEN Ha ApYryto
CTOpPOHY Nponactu. Tam B ronybom ceeTe NynbCMpPOBaAM BpaTa.

MopTanos 6blO WecTb, BCe OBanbHOM GOPMbl U OKONO ABYX METPOB BbICOTOM. Ha yem OHu
CTOANN — He pacno3HaTb. CBeT BpaT BbIrNAAEN 3aMaH4YMBO. B paBHOMEpPHOM pUTME, MOXOXEM Ha
yenoseyeckoe cepauebueHne, ToNbKO MeaseHHee, OH CBET/JIeN M CHOBa TemHen. LiBeT octasasncA
APKO-CUHUM. Bugmmbim usganeka. Mocnanve [dxeba 6blno HacToAWwMM, BCe B HEM COBMaAano ¢
AEeNCTBUTENbHOCTbIO. BpaTa cylecTBOBasM, OHM AO/KHbI TO/IbKO NepebpaTbcsa yepes 3TO 4epToBO
ywenoe.

Ywenbe, packuHyBslieecs nepes HUMMU, NOABUNOCL COBEPLUEHHO HEOMWAAHHO, C/IOBHO W3
HWOTKyZa, 3a nocnegHMm nogbemom. Mpynna aonro B3bupanacb NO CKYAHO 3apOCLUEMY FOPHOMY
CKNOHY, NaHawadT KOTOPOro He oTnYanca pasHoobpasmem. OHM WM NPAMO 3a 3BE340M, KOTOpas
CHOBa W CHOBA BCMbIXMBA/Ma 3a peaKMMM 06naKamMM HA mAaeanbHO cuHem Hebe. Tem He MeHee,
BHE3aMnHO, 6e3 KaKux-1Mbo NPU3HAKOB, HAZ FOPHbIMK BEPLUMHAMM NOABUANCH FPO30Bble 0bnaka u
yrpokatowe HaBUCAN HaZ HUMU, TOTOBblE pPa3pa3nTbea B toboe Bpems.

OHu nogobpanuck K 3Be3ge nobaunke, XOTA BEPLUMHbBI TOPHOM Lenu H6bian ewe ganeko. B Hux
3aropeniacb HaAEeXK4a, XOTA OHU U He 3HA/N, YTO UX OXKMAAET 3a NOPTaNAMM.

N Tenepb COBEpPLIEHHO HEOXMAAHHO A[0pPOra K HMM Oblia OTpes3aHa, yuwesbe CTano
HEBO3MOXHO pacno3HaTb M3ganeka. Kak byaTo ropa TpecHyna BCEro HeCKO/IbKO MWHYT Hasagd. M3
nponacT1 NOAHMMANCA Nap, Nax10 rOPHOM NOPOAON N 3eMAEN.

MponacTb 6bln1a HACTONBKO FNYH6OKA, YTO OHU MOT/IM NMOYYBCTBOBATb OCHOBAHWE, CTOS Ha Kpalo.
N oAHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM yuieNbe NPOCTUPANOCh BOKPYr BCEro ropHoOro maccmsa. J/lIeoH n Mwuwa
npoberkanmcb B pasHbIX HaNpaBAeHUAX BAOAb YLLeNbA, 6e3pe3ynbTaTHO. H1MKakon obxoaHoi goporn
He 6blN10, UM KaK-TO HY)KHO nepeceyb yluesnbe.

MNocne Bo3BpalleHUs M3 pasBedpblBaTe/lbHOro Typa Mwuwa ctan 6enbim. Mapu, Katn n TuaH
NPUCTAZIbHO CMOTPENIM Ha NOpPTa/ibl HA APYron CTOpPOHe yuienbA. PaccennHa, no meHblien mepe,
COCTaB/ANa TPUALATL MeTPOB. HMKaKMX WaHCOB NPOCTO 060MTU ee, @ TEPPUTOPUA HUYEM NMOMOYb He
MOrna.

— Y70 }Ke Mbl Ham Tenepb AeNaTtb, — CO C/1Ie3aMM Ha rnasax cnpocua TuaH.

KaTn ApocTHO 6pocmaack Ha Hero.

— MNpeKpalali co CBOMM HbiTbeM!

— 370 BCe 6bIN0 HanpacHbIM. Bce My4eHUA — HU gnsA vero.

— 3aTKHMCb! Al Bonblie He mory cnywaTb TBOE HbITbE. Tbl yXKe NATb MUHYT peBeLlb Nepes Hamu.
Tbl gencreyellb MHe Ha HepBbI.

JNleoH monya Habnwogan 3a Bcemn. C Tex NOP Kak OHM NOAHANMUCL HA MOCNEAHIOK TOPY, OH He
NPOW3HEC HM OAHOTrO C/NI0BA, HO Tenepb OH NOAHAN MPABYIO PYKY.

— Tuxo. Bce!

Ho TyT y Munwmn nonHyno TepneHue.

— Y710? Y T€6A M Ha 3TOT C/yyalt ecTb NAaH? — NpowWwunen oH APOCTHO. — [la? Toraa pacckaxu
HaMm, KaK nepebpatbca yepe3 3Ty rpebaHyto nponactb. Mbl He moxkem 06oiTn eé. Tbl Beab Cam
Buaen. PacwenmHa NnpocTMpaeTca Ha MHOTMe KUAomMeTpbl B 0601x HanpasaeHuax. MNpuexanu.

Mspu, Katn n TuaH ucnyraHHO nocmoTpenn Ha JleoHa, KOTOporo, TemM He MeHee, 6blno
HEBO3MOXHO BbIBECTWN U3 CNOKOWUCTBUSA.

— Ecam y Hac He nony4yaetca 060MTM, HAM HY*KHO OTNPaBUTbCA BrIyOb. Ha 3Tol CTOpOHE Mbl
CNYCTUMCA M NOAHUMEMCA Ha TOW.

~104~



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

— Tenepb Tbl cCOBCEM CBUXHY/ICA? — ByweBan Muwa. — Ecan 6bl Tbl BOOOLLE NOMNbITANACA... — OH
yKasasl Ha nponactb, — ... MOCMOTPETb BHM3? 3Haellb, KaKOW Tam KPYyToM CKAOH? Tam HeT noytu
HUKAKMX PACTEHMM WM BbICTYNMOB HA CKane, 32 KOTOpPble MOXKHO 6bl10 Obl yXBaTUTLCA. TaM HET NOYTK
Hu4yero. [lepbmo, 6yab BCce NPoKAATO. Tbl NpMBEN HAC ClOAA...

— Ycnokoucs, — cKkasan JleoH, BbirnaaeBlIMin A0BO/IbHO paccnabneHHbim. — [Oxeb npas. Mbl
AOJ/IKHbI MUCMO/Ib30BaTb MaTepuasbl, KOTOPble Y HAac ecTb. Y HAaC ecTb KaHaT, NpM NOMOLWM KOTOPOro
MOYHO KOro-TO CNYCTUTb B ywwenbe. TOT NOAHMMETCA Ha APYryt0 CTOPOHY M 3aKPENUT KaHaT Tam.

Muwa 03aga4eHo NOCMOTpPEeN B NponacTb.

— MoKeT nonyunTbCA, — 3aMeTUN OH NOTOM. — ITO AeNCTBUTENIbHO MOXKeT cpaboTtaTtb. Y Koro
€CTb KaHaT?

XoTa 1 BCe ewe BHe ceba OT APOCTH, OH Obl NONOH SHEPTUM U KaXKAbl AeATENbHOCTHU.

— Al cpenato 310, — cKasan Muwa. — A cnywycb NO ywenbo U CHOBa NOAHUMYCb Hasepx. A
caenato aTo.

— Al ToXe mory uaTwn... Yto ¢ TBoel pykon? — cnpocun JleoH.

— HeT-HeT, OoHa Kak HoBaA, cmoTpu. A cmory. 1 aAymato, YTO yXKe Aenan 3To paHbwe. HUKakux
npobnem, — oH noxnonan J/leoHa no nnevy. — MNosepb MHe. Elle HEMHOFO M Mbl BCE OKa)KeMcA Ha
APYrou CTOpoOHe, a BCe 3TO AepPbMO OCTaHETCA N03aau.

OH 3Han, YTO y HEro ecTb TONbKO OAHA NOMbITKA. TaK KaK He TO/IbKO ero *XM3Hb 3aBUCENA OT Hee.

Tem BpemeHem TvaH He3aMeTHO A0CTaN KaHAT M3 CBOEro ProK3aka WM CNycTua OAMH KOHeL, B
ywenve. [ipyro aeprkan B pyke.

— MHe He xoTenocb 6bl MOPTUTL BaM YAOBONLCTBME, HO... — C MPAYHbIM B3rNALOM OH
nosepHynca K Jleony n Muwe.

—Y10? — cnpocnnun Muwa n JleoH ogHOBPEMEHHO.

— Y Hac npobnema. — OH NoKosebancs, Ho 3aTem GECNOKOMCTBO C ero nnua mcyesno. — KaHat
CMLLKOM KOPOTKMUi!

Y106bI CNPABUTLCA C LLOKOM, NOHaA06Mn0cb Bpemsa. Katn 1 Mapu ToXKe NoA0WAN K YLENbo 1
6e3 KaKoro-nmbo Bblpa*KeHMA NOCMOTPENU B NponacTb. [la, KaHAT Obln CAMWKOM KOPOTKMM. KoHel,
BMCEN Haj, TEMHbIM AHEM yLenba. ITO 3HAYUN0, YTO XOTA MuLa Mor CNyCTUTbCA OTTYAa MO CKane, HO
OH He cmor Obl 3aKpenuTb ero no Apyryto cTopoHy. KOHe4YyHo, oHM Bce mornu 6bl nonbiTaTbcA
3abpaTbCA MO yuwenbto, HO 6e3 CTPAaXOBOYHOIO KaHAaTa Aa*ke MasieHbKaa OWMOKa O3HayaeT cmepTb.
3Ty 3aAYMKY OTMeNu.

— Ecnam mHe He u3ameHaeT namsATb, — NpousHecna Mspu B TULWIKMHE, — Y Hac e bbino ase
BEPEBKMW.

— [Oa, npasunbHo! [daBaliTe, y KOro BTOpPOM KaHaT? — Korga B Kpyry MOBUCNO KesnesHoe
Mo/i4aHue, TuaH cam OTBeTUA Ha cBoM Bonpoc. — Y [xeba 1 [xeHHbl. HUKTO He noaymas o TOM, YTo
Ham, BO3MOXHO, OH MOHaZo6uTcA.

Mapwu 334yMUYMBO OCMOTPENa KPyr M TMXO NpPou3Hecna:

— He KakeTca M Bam A0BONBLHO CTPAHHbIM TO, KaK KarKAasA YacTb BeLLeln B ploKk3ake obpeTtaet
CBOM CMbICN? 3aXKuranka, KaHaT, HOX, BUHTbI. W Bcerga Bce 3TO /ieKano B PHOK3aKe y TOro, KTo ymen
3TMM nonb3oBaTbcA. C camoro Havana 6b110 3aNNaHUPOBAHO, YTO HAM HYXKHO COTPYAHWYATb, 4TObb
Aobpatbca oo Bpar.

— W ecnn mbl gobepemca go spat? — Cnpocun TnaH ropbKo, XOTA 3Ha/1 OTBET.

— MbI 6yaem 60poTbca 3a BpaTa, — ckasan JleoH. — Cnabble ocTaHyTcA no3aaun. CuabHble nonayT
Aanblie.

— B cneaytowmin mup. K cnegytowmm spatam, — gobasun Muwa.

— MNpoKknATbe, KTO BOOOLLE MOMKET CM/aHMPOBATb YTO-TO Takoe 6e3ymHoe? — TWaH 3aKUHYA
ro/10BY U rPOMKO BbIKPUKHYN CBOe oT4yasHWe: — Hy Kak, nosnyyaewsb yaosoabcteme? KTo 6bl Tbl HM
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6bln, 3agHULA, 3TO CTOM/IO Toro? Tebe HPaBUTCA CMOTPETb, Kak Mbl Mydyaemca? AX, Katucb B ag! —
3aTeM OH cbexumnca. Muwa rnyboko B3AOXHYn npo ceba, BCMbIWKM M NpUcTynbl TuaHa 6bii1o
[,0BOIbHO C/I0XHO BbIHOCUTb.

HekoTopoe Bpemsa Bce 6b1n NOrpy»KeHbl B COOCTBEHHbIE MbICAN.

— Y710 Ham Tenepb genaTtb? — Mapm NOCMOTpesa Ha BCEX MO oYepean.

— Kaxkgbl U3 Hac JONKEH PELNTb, XOUYEeT OH CMYCTUTLCA B YLENbe MW HET, — CKa3an JIeoH.

— Y10 TYT pa3aymbiBaTh. Pa3Be y Hac ecTb Apyran anbTepHaTUBa?

OTBeTa He nocsnegosano. OHM BCe 3HAIN rOPbKYHO Npasay.

— Mbl morau 6ol NONbITAaTbCA BbIXUTb 34€Ch, — CKa3zana Mapwu.

— Hac byayTt npecnepgoBatbcs, Thl 3a6blna? [Jaxke ecnu a yxKe cnpalmnsato cebsa Bce Bpems, rae
OCTaNUCb Halwwn npecnegosatenn, — JlIeoH CxBaTUACA 33 CBOM HOX, KOTOpPbIM OH ybpan B KapmaH
OptoK. — ACHO TONIbKO: €C/M OHM NPUAYT, 6€3 OPY!KMA Y HAC HeT LLAHCa.

B3rnag Muwmn 6ecnokoitHo meTtanca no naHawadty. OH MCKan BO3SMOXKHbIN BbIXO4, pPELUeHUe
WX A40POrY, KOTOPblE OHU MOTAM NPONYCTUTb.

— Mbl HEMHOrO OTAOXHEM U 3aTemM 0bcyanM, Kaknepebepemcs, — ckasan J1eoH.

HuKTO emy He BO3pasun.

TwnaH TMX0 3annakan.

KaTn xoauna Typa-ctoga y Kpas nponactu. becnoKoiHas, Kak TUrp B KAEeTKe, OHa ABMUranacb
cnpaBsa Haneso M 0bpaTHO. YunTbiBaa 6e3BbIXOAHOCTb MX CUTYaL MK, OHa Oblna BbIOWUTa M3 Koneun. Mae-
TO B rnybuHe aywu cpaboTan BbiK/oYaTe b U MO ee BeHam nobeXKan YUCTbI agpeHanunH.

CHoBa M CHOBa ee B3rNa/4 BO3BPaLLLANCA K 0CTanbHbIM. Kak OHM CTOAAN B KPYry, CKNOHUB FON0BbI
N ropesann. 3To ObIIO TaK OTBPATUTENBbHO. M meXay Tem B Hel y)Ke 3aKuMnana 3HaKomas el
HEHaBMUCTb.

OHWU cnabbl. Tak cnabol.

OHa Buagena, 4to TuaH nnakan.

CHosa.

Moyemy 3TOT TMN NOCTOAHHO peBeT? [MoyemMy OH TaKoW cnabak M HAUYEro € STUM He genaeT?

Bo3bmu cebs B pyku!

KaTn Habntoaana, Kak Mapu yTelwatouLe noaoKuaa pyky Ha naedo TuaHy.

[a, aTo npasunbHo. [epkatbca BmecTe. Cnabakm ob6beguHatoTca. OHM He 3aCNYKUAN A0CTUYb
BpaT. [Nyno cToann pagom v rnasenun Ha gpyryto ctopoHy. A Tyaa nepebepycb, U BCce paBHO, YTO C
HUMM CNYYUTBCA.

KaTu cnatoHyNa B Mbinb.

OHM yMpyT. HYero-to Apyroro OHM He 3aCNyXnUAN.

Oxxeb v [)KeHHa cnepoBany 3a 3HaKaMM, KOTOPble BEPHO YKa3blBaiu MM NyTb, U CNYCTA MNOYTH
CYTKM, Kak OHM BOLUJIN B SIEC, OHN NMOKUHYJIN €rO.

[epeBbA BbIrNAAeNN CBETNEe — PACCTOAHUE MeXAy CTBOJaMW YBEJMYMBANOCb. 346eCb Aaxe
pocna Tpasa. bbinn KycTbl M KycTapHUKKU. CBOMX NOMOLLHUKOB OHW 60/blle He BUAEIN U HE HAXOAUAK
HUKaKoW eAapl.

Koroa oHMW cTynuam B TPaBAHUCTbIA NaHawadT, UX OKyTan APKMM CONHEeYHbIn cBeT. locne
TEMHOro neca rnasam noHagobuaocb AOBOJIBHO MHOIMO BPEMEHM HAa MPUBbIKAHME K OCBELLEHMUIO.
bbino Kapko. Ixkeb xoten nutb U nepedoxHyTb. OH C camoro yTpa Hec Ha cnuHe [KeHHy. Onn
[eHHbl 6b110 HEBbIHOCMMO 0bpemeHATb ero. OH NPUHOPOBUACA K XoAbbe C rpy3om, gena y Hero
CeroAHsa Wan ropasao Aydule, Yem BYepa, OHa 3TO YyBCTBOBasa. Ho emy OblN0O 3aMeETHO C/lOXHee
npoAaBuratbca M HeobxoaAMMo paccnabutbcs, MHAYe OH BCKOPE He CMOMKET caenatb HU wary
HepaBHO gopora nowJ/a BBepx M notpebosasa oT Hero Bcex cua. OHa nogana emy 3HaK ONycTUTb ee
Ha 3emto.
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[Oxeb onyctnn xKeHHy 1 pacciabui CBOM KOHEYHOCTU.

—MNopawb mHe BoAYy?

[)KeHHa nopblnacb B prOK3aKke W nepegana emy 6yTtoinky. OH Nua meaneHHO, HECOMHEHHO,
HaCNaXKOAACb KaXKAOW Kamn/seln, KOTopasa CTeKasa B ero ropno. B HactoAwMi momeHT y Hux bbiio
AOCTAaTOYHO BOAbl, HO HAa PaBHMHE OHWM Bosble HMYero He HarayT. OHM AO/IXKHbI SKOHOMUTb, YTOObI
060MTUCb 3TUM.

— [1»ke6, A yTo-TO BMAENa, — CKasana [keHHa. OgHOM pPyKoM OHa NPUKpPbIBaaa rnasa, a Apyrow
MaxHy/1la B CTOPOHY ropusoHTa. — Tam! Tbl TOXKe 3TO BUANLLL?

Oxxeb npuiiypun rnasa u... NoKayan rososoi. Ho 3atem nNo ero nose OHa MOHAMA, YTO OH,
HaKOHeL, TOXe 3aMeTU/ eZiBa 3aMEeTHOE B MepLAIOLLLEN Kape CMHee CBEPKAHMeE.

— Y710 3TO? — NO-NpeXHeMy He NOHMMAN OH.

— Takoe cBeYeHMe He XapaKTepHO ANA 3TOM MecTHOCTU. OHO BbIrNAAUT HEECTECTBEHHbIM, — OHA
rnyboKo B3a0XHyNa. — Mbl HawAK BpaTa.

— Tbl A€MACTBUTENbHO TaK AyMaelb? Ho ecnum 3To npaBAa... — npocuan oH. [oTom oH caenan Tpu
ObICTPbIX Wara K Hel 1 3aKpyXun ee. — Mbl 3To caenanu. Mbl 4eACTBUTENBHO 3TO CAENANN.

[»XeHHa 3acmesnacs.

— OTnyctn meHs, Jkeb! — NoTom oHa cTana cepbe3HON. — [ae e ocTanbHble?

— MOXKeT OHM y}Ke nepeLunu, Kak Tbl Aymaellb?

— Bo3moxHo.

— Toraa octannch TO/IbKO 04HM BpaTta, — 3ameTuB ee BblparkeHne Anua, oH bbicTpo gobasun: —
Mbl YTO-HMOYAb NPUAYMAEM.

[)XeHHa cepbe3HO NOCMOTpPEeNa Ha Hero.

— Mbl LOMKHbI NOrOBOPUTL 06 3TOM, Thbl e 3Haellb.

BMmecTo oTBETa OH NOCMOTPEN BHU3, B3A/1 MaZIeHbKYIO BETOUKY B PYKY M Ha4Ya/l pucoBaTb Kpyru B
NbiM. OHW HaNOMHUAN [IKEHHE Y30Pbl HA OAEXKAE MECTHbIX KUTENEN.

— [1>keb6. Y10 ecnm mbl Npuaem, a Bpata OCTanUCb OAHU? ECIM TONbKO OAMH M3 HAC CMOXKET YIUTH
M3 3TOro mmnpa’?

— [laBait noroBopmnm 06 3TOM No3e, Korga npuaeT Bpems.

— Het, mbl norosopmum 06 atom ceiuac, — [IKeHHa paccepannacb. OHa Hamopwmaa nob. — A
Mory BoobpasunTb, YTO Tbl HAMepeBaeLbCA caeNaTb. Tbl Xouelb A06POBObHO OCTaTbCA 34eCb, YTOObI
A Npowa Yyepes nocnegHUn nopTan.

Kpyrv ctanm ¢urypamu ¢ WMPOKMMU Naed4amu U y3KMMKU Begpamun. B pykax gepannm OHu
KonbA.

— Ho Tak He noiaeT, — ckasana [eHHa. — Tbl HEC MeHA TaK aganeko, 6e3 1ebs a Obl y)Ke AaBHO
ymepna. fl He no3Bonto Tebe NoKepTBOBATbL COOOM pagm MeHs.

— B03MOXHO, Tam ocTanocb H6onbwe BpaT. BO3MOXKHO, KTO-HMOyAb He CnpaBuACA UAM Mbl
CMOXKeM NPOMTN Yepes BpaTa BMecCTE...

— Tbl 3Haelwb, YTO He cmoxem! — [I)KeHHa noAanacb K HeMy M CxBaTW/la ero 3a njae4yo. —
MocmoTpu Ha meHs!

OH nogHaAn B3rnag u nocmotpen [KeHHe B ML0.

— Ecnu Bce 06CTOUT TaK, Kak Tbl HAM NPOYNTaAs, TO OCTa/IbHbIE Y}KE MPOLUIN Yepes BpaTa, Toraa
Tbl NOMAeLWwb. Bce ocTanbHOE HE MMEET CMbIC/a, MHAYe BCce BblNo BMNYCTYHO, Tbl MOHMMAELLb 3TO?

— fl Tebs He ocTaBAto. HUKoraa.

— Tbl gonxkeH, xxeb. Tol gonrKeH. BOpoTbCA U BbIXKUTL Paan Hac.

— [)KeHHa, A He mory.

OHa Buaena cnesbl B ero rnasax. OH Tak MHOro Ha ceba B3s, 4Tobbl A0BeCTM ee Ao BpaT. Yac 3a
4YaCcoOM OH HeC ee, HWKOrAa He XaJioBasicA Ha TPYAHOCTM M 60nb. [arke KOraa y HUX MoYTU He
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OCTaBasIoCb HaAeXApbl, OH NpuAaaBan e myxecrsa. [Keb 6bi1 TaKUM CUbHbBIM, HO TENEPb OH CUAEN
nepeg Hel M nnakan. Cnesbl 6eXanu No ero MCNavykaHHOMY NMLY, HO OH, Ka3asocb, He 3ameyan
aToro. Ero pyku nepecranm pucosarb.

— xkeb, caenan aTo ANns Hac... Ans meHsa. oxanyhcra, He 3abupait y MeHs Noc/eAHo
csobogy Bbibopa.

OH TUXOHbKO BCX/IMMbIBas, ONYCTUB CBOIO rO/I0BY €14 Ha NJieyo.

Tak OHU Npocuaeny Kakoe-To Bpems. [)keb pelinTeibHO NoAgHAN rO/10BY.

— Ham ele He Hy»XHO roBopuTb 06 3TOM, BEAb Mbl HE AOLWAM A0 BOPOT. Ham HyXKHO TONbKO
NPOUTN MO 3TOW paBHUHE. TaK Mbl CHOBa OKa*KeMCsi BHE A0CAraeMOCTM Hallux npecnenoBaTenew,
KOTOPbIX He Obl/I0 C/bILWHO YXKe NoA03pUTENbHO A0Aro. Ecnm mbl Boobuwe aobepemca Ao noprtana, To
NMOCMOTPUM, CKOJIbKO UX elle ocTanoch, — [xkeb Bctan. — [lasait noigem ganblie.

[)KeHHa 3Hana, YTo He CMOMKeT nepeybeauTb ero. He 3gecb M He celyac, HO OHa He roTosa
NPUHATb €ro *KepTay. Y HMX Oblna TONIbKO NOCAEAHAA HaAeKaa: ecin KTO-TO M3 rpynnbl He Aolen Ao
nopTanoB — eAUHCTBEHHbIN UX BbIXOA,

M parke ecnv NOpTanoB He XBaTUT, [)KeHHa 3Hana, YTo HUKOrA4a He NOKUHeT [keba.
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I'maBa 27

OHM cuaenn Ha BbiCOXWEN 3eme WU B AbABO/IbCKOM 6e34eATe/IbHOCTU CMOTPESN B
HUKyAa.BHe3anHo Muwa cHoBa 3acTbi.

XOTA M Aaneko, HO U3-3a FOPU30HTa oNpeaeneHHO NPO3BYYa NyraoLWwmnin Kpuk. OH ocmoTpencs,
HO OCTa/ibHble He MPOABUAN HWUKAKOM peaKkumun. A 3aTeM XPUMN/bli BOM MEPEKPbIN FPeMALWMA LWYyM
B3pPblBa, HMKAKMX COMHEHMW: Te, KTO Hanan Ha HWUX B NepBbli AeHb, ONpeAeneHHO HaxoAUAUCH
nosaan. 3Byk npobpan ero go Koctei. Moxututenu gyw, Hasgana ux Mapu, MU OH cyuTan 3To
Ha3BaHMe O4YeHb NoaxoAaAalmnmM. Muwa BNUACA NafbLAMMK B FOYIO 3€M/1K0, OH NOYYBCTBOBAN Jierkoe
oHemeHMue B pyKe. C KaxKAblM WMCKA*KEHHbIM 3BYKOM, AOHOCMBLUMMCA W34anW, OH B3gparusan wm
cnpawwusan ceba, noyemy apyrve He 3ameydanm 3Toro.

Moyemy TONBbKO A CAbiWy KPUKKU M B3PbIBbI? MOXKET, MHE 3TO KaxeTcA? HeTt, 3Toro He moxeT
6bITb. BO3MOXHO, €ro cnyx nNpocTto YyBCTBUTENbHEE, YeM y Apyrnx. Kpome Toro, ceiyac He Bpems
3a4aBatb cebe nogobHble Bonpocbl. OHM AO/MKHbBI YTO-TO AenaTb, MOTOMy 4TOo yberaTb ganblue
H6eccmbiCIeHHO. HUKTO M3 HUX He 3HAeT, CKONbKO OCTanoCb BpeMeHMU, YTobbl ycneTb NPonTM yepes
nopTanbl.

Ho Bce e Mwuwa 6bin pag, uto TuaH ycnokounca. OgHako, ero npeasioXeHwe pasopBaTb
o4exAay W NpuBA3aTb K KaHaTy He MMeNo ycnexa. [laxke 3Toro He 6b1a10 6bl 4OCTaTOUHO. Bbixog, 6bin
Wb oANH. OHM AOMKHbI CNYCTUTLCA B yLLENbe.

Muwa noaTalmn CBON PHOK3aK M CTa/ IMXOPaA0YHO BO3UTLCA C NAMKamu. becnonesHas 3ates,
HbICTPO NOHAN OH, TaK KaK farke ecin NpubasBuTb K oAexae NAMKM, BEPEBKA BCE eLle OKasblBanacb
C/IMLIKOM KOPOTKOM, npexae BCero notomy, YTO ee AOJ/IKHO XBaTUTb He TOJIbKO A0 AHA, ayTobbl
HaTAHYTb Yepes yuiense.

MM HyXHbl 6b11M ABe BepeBKM, a Bpema npoxoauno 6e3 nonbsbl. JxKeHHbl 1 [xeba 34ech He
6b110. HMKTO He roBopun 06 3TOM M He 3Han, He Nnornbaun nm oHM? Toraa Kycok BepeBkM becnonesHo
nexan rae-Hnbyap B TpaBe UM Necy, UOT HEro 3aBMCena UX *KU3Hb.

Muwa BbINMA NocnegHUn rTNOTOK BoApl. ECAM OHWM He cmoryT npeoaoseTb NPonacTb, TO PaHO
WKW NO34HO OHW BCE PAaBHO YMPYT. A eClM UM 3TO BCE XKe yAacTCA, TO OHWU, BO3MOXHO, HANAYT HOBbI M
NCTOYHUK BOAbI.

Mwuwa nonbiTanca oTeaeybca M noHabawoaate 3a Katn. OHa cupena Ha Kpato ckanbl, bontas
HOramm, M NPUCTaNbHO CMOTpena Ha BpaTa. OHa Ka3anacb CMNOKOMHOM, HO Muwwa 3Han, YTo BHYTPU
OHa bylweBana, M onacasca, YTO OHa MOXKET caenatb YTo-To 6e3ymHoe. J/IeOH OTKa3acA oTAaTb KaHaT
TuaHy 1 3aKkpennsn ero Ha ckane. Tak, NO KpaliHel mepe, B NepPBOM YacTK CMyCKa B YLLENbe, Y HUX
6yaeT cTpaxoBKa. bblio BUAHO, 40 J1IeOH XO4eT B OAMHOYKY NPONOXKUTL NyTb Yepes yuenbe. Ho 4yto-To
YyOEpKUBano ero.

TuaH cToAN CNMHOM K Nponact¥ M NpUCTanbHO cmoTpen Baanb. OH, Kas3anocb, MbiTancs
COCPenoTOYUTBLCA M NPUKPLIN NPULLYPEHHbIE FN1a3a PYKOW.

— Tam KT0-TO naet! — BHE3anHO 3aKpMyan oH.

Mwwa Bckounn. OH 1 ocTanbHble NOAOWAN K TUaHY, KOTOPbLIN YKa3biBan BAANb PYKOW.

— Y70 3707 — cnpocmn Muwa.

MN3-3a mepuatollelt Xapbl Ha TOPM30OHTE MOYTU HUYEro Henb3Aa ObINo PaccMOTPeTb, Kpome
HeYyeTKOM TEHW, KOTOpasA MeA/IeHHO NPpUbAMIKaNach K HAM.

— OHO BbIFNAAWT KaK BeIMKAH, CAUWIKOM Honbluoe ana yenoseka. Ho 3To cyliecTBo, KaxeTtca,
paHeHO, TaK KaK OHO LuaTaeTcA

BHe3anHo Mapu 3aKpuyana

— 370 [Keb n [xkeHHa. OH HeceT ee Ha CrnuHe.

OHM nopa*keHHo 3amonyani. MNpoLuio HECKOIbKO MUHYT, B TEYEHNE KOTOPbIX OHU HAaNpPAXKEHHO
BrnAAbIBaAUCb BAanb. M npasaa, Tenepb OHM CMOIMM pa3rnagetb Aetann. Knetyatble ¢yTHOMKM,
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CBeT/ble BOMOCbI [XeHHbl 1 TemHble [xKeba. Tenepb OxKeHHa nm maxana. OHa 4TO-TO Kpuyana, Ho
BeTep YHOCUA ee C/10Ba NpoYb.

TuaH Havan Bo36yKAEHHO NpbIraTb BOKPYT.

— 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO 03HAYAET? — BbIKPUKMBAN OH CHOBA M CHOBA. — 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO O3Ha4vaeT? Y
HacC ecTb BTOPOW KaHaT, — OH TPOMKO JIMKOBaA. — BTopoi KaHaT. Mbl nepebepemcs Yepes 370 4YepTOBO
ywersnbe.

OHM 6blnn cnaceHbl. Muwa c obneryeHnem cCmMOTpen TO Ha OAHOro, TO Ha Aapyroro. JleoH
pacnpasun naeun, Mapu n TuUaH CUANM CNOBHOB KOHKypce KTO cunbHee. TonbKo Katn, 3ameTtun
Mwwa, cToana B CTOPOHE U He ynblbanacb, a CN/EeBbIBasa Ha 3eM/IIO CO CAEPKAHHbIM BblipaXKeHUem
amua.

Oxxeb n [)KeHHa foKHbl 6blan BbeXKaTb B TEMHO-4epHoe 061aKo Henorogbl, 4Tobbl MonacTb K
OoCTaNbHbIM. HO TaK Kak OHM 60/blue HWMYEro He C/blWanan O CBOUX MPecsefoBaTeNAX, OTCYTCTBME
CO/IHEYHOro cBeTa bbl10 MeHbLLen U3 6ea. MIx Boaa 3aKoHYMAACh — @ NOAbEM Obl1 MYKOW.

C rpomKum cToHOM [1)keb onycTuACA Ha KONeHU U [I)KeHHa cie3na C ero CnuHbl.

— YeprT, }KapKo, — CKasan oH.

OH 3a4apoBaHHO NOCMOTPEN Ha MepLatoLLMe BpaTa Ha APYron CTOpoHe.

— Mol caenanu ato!

— [a, mbl caenanu ato, —Npocuana c obneryeHmem [xeHHa.

TuaH nogowen K [xkeby, NOAHAN €ro Ha HOTM U OBHAN, MOTOM HEMHOIO CMYLLEHHO MPUXKan
[KeHHy K cebe. MuLia obHAN KX KaK cTapbix gpy3ein, Mapu pacuenoBana oboux B Wekn. Jaxke JleoH
NPOTAHYN pyKy [Keby n noxsaonan ero no naedy. [)KeHHa Mon4Ya emy KuBHyna. Tonbko Katu no-
npeXKHemy cuaena y nponacty U NPUCTanbHO CMOTPENa B rnybuHy.

Ho pagocTb BCTpeun ObICTpO OTCTyNWMAa nepes OTPe3BAAOWMM Pa3ovyapoBaHUEM, KOraa
OCTa/ibHble paccKasaan ABYM OTCTAOWMM O NOYTU HENpPeoaoAMMOM yulenbe. Y [IXKeHHbl BbipBaaca
HanNO/IHEHHbIM Y¥XacoOM B34,0X, 3aTEM OHA NOCMOTPENA LWMPOKO PACKPbITbIMU HEe BEPALLMMMU F/1a3amm
B ywenbe. [>keb 6ecnoMoLLHO NPoBeN PYKOM Mo BONOCAM U NPUXKAA PYKU K INLY U HECKOZIbKO MUHYT
He asuranca. OcTanbHaa 4acTb rpynnbl MOAYaA XKAana.

HakoHeu, [)xkeb caenan rnybokuii BAOX, NOTEP ANLO PYKaMKU U Bpocun B3raag Ha naHawaodT,
4yTOb6bI COpMEHTMPOBATLCA. OH KMBHYA B CTOPOHY KaTu.

— Y710 3TO C HEl? — CNPOCUA OH.

J1eoH yxmblnbHyANcA.

— Tbl e 3Haewb KaTu.

—MpocTo urHopupyi ee, 4To A 1 Aenato 60bLIYIO YAaCTb BPEMEHM, — CKa3asa Mapw.

— JocTaTtoyHo wyToK. Mbl A0/KHbI NOTOPONUTLCA. — JIEOH YKa3an Ha TeMHble Tyunu. — [IkeHHa?
KaHaTt, KoTopbiii Obi/1 B TBOEM PIOK3aKe, elle y 1eba?

JKeHHa Mmos1ya A0CTana ero U3 proK3aka U C OXUOAHMEM CXKaa B PyKax.

— OH Ham HyXeH, 4yTobbl MuLwa cmor cnycTUTbCA B NPONacTb M CHOBa 3ane3Tb Ha ApPYryto
CTOPOHY. Tam OH 3aKpEenuUT KaHaT, YTo6bl Mbl cMornun nepebpaTbea

— O, nosTomy Bbl eLe 34ecb, — XKecTkui B3rnag [xxkeba 6bin HanpasneH Ha JleoHa, — A gyman,
Bbl }Aanun 34ecb, NOTOMY YTO yBMUAENM Hac. [0TOoBbI NnoaennTb BpaTta. Ho Ha camom aene Bbl NPOCTO
3acTpanu 3gech, — [xkeb npeHebpexmMTenbHO 3aconen.

Mwuwa n JleoH monya oTctynuaun. [Mocne Toro, Kak HUKTO He oTBeTUA, [xKeb npoaoKun:

— O'Keil. Bam Hy»eH Hall KaHaT, a YTO Mbl NOJIy4MM B3aMEH?

Y JleoHa 3acTblNI0 BbipaXKeHue nunua.

— Bam TOYHO TaK)Ke HyXeH 3TOT KaHaT. be3 Hero HUKTO He CMOKeT nepebpaTtbca Ha ApPYryro
CTOPOHY.

[xeb noyecan ronosy.
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— Buxy, y Hac npeumyuwectBo. MNMoBepb MHe, Mbl gobpanucb ctoga, XOTA Bbl YXKe [3BHO
NOXOPOHMAM Hac. Torga Mbl ToxKe nepebepemca u yepes yuwenbe. Ecnv noHagobutca, A NpuBaAXy
[)KeHHy K cnnHe n cam byay KapabkaTbcea.

— Tbl 3TOrO He caenaelwb, — npowunnen JleoH.

— MNOCKONIbKY 3TO Hall KaHAT, A MOTy Ae/1aTb BCE, YTO 3aX0u4y.

B TO e MrHoBeHuWe pa3fanca 3/10BELLNI KPUK, XPUNIbIA, MYCTOM U TYXOM, U OHYKe Dbln He TaK
Aaneko. Bce nocmotpenu saanb, Katn garke nognpbirHyna. Ha ropusoHTe 4to-TO Wwesenntca? JleoH
HaZ4eANCA, YTO 3TO TO/IbKO MepLAIOLLAA ¥Kapa, Urpatowan ¢ Ux rnasamu. Ho oH NpeKpacHo 3Han, YTo
3TO HeT TaK, MOTOMY YTO B NOCAeAHME MUHYTbl TeMnepaTypa 3aMeTHO onycTuaacb. Baanu mepuan He
BO3A4YX, A UX NpecnefoBanun ABUTAINCh NPAMO Ha HUX.

— Y Hac HeT BpeMeHU gas ANCKYCCUIA, — MOTOPONUA OH. — UTaK, YTo Tbl Npeanaraels?

— [I’>KeHHa u A nepBbiMK Nepebepemcs yepes yuenoe. Mbl 3aHMMaem ABoe BparT.

JleoH obHaxun 3y6bl.

— Hukorga, — oH HaknoHWUACA Briepea, YTobbl TonbKo OKeb ycabiwan ero. —Mbl MoXKem ApaTbca
33 BEPEBKY, 34€eCb M ceityac. Hac natepo npotuBe AByX, [KeHHa paHeHa, a Tbl e4Ba MOXKeLb CTOATb OT
NCTOLLEHMA.

— MoeT bbITb A ceiyac M He B camol nydwen bopme, HO 3TOro ewe A0CTaTOYHO, YTOObI
O4HOMY NAKN ABYM U3 Bac pa3butb yepen, — [eb NoKayan rofIOBOMN U CIOKUA PYKU Ha Fpyaun.

MapeHb € TaTyMPOBKaMM MOCMOTPESN Ha HEro, 3aTem B340XHY.

— Mbl He MOXKeMm 0oTAaTb BaM ABOE BpaT, HO BCe byaem TAHYTb Xpebuit. HuKkoro He 6pocum 1 He
obmaHem, y BCEX OAMHAKOBbIE LIAHCHI.

Mopowen Muwa, KOTOPbIN MONYa cAegmnn 3a Pa3roBOPOM:

— KaK HacyeT meHsa?

— A yTO HacyeT Tebsa? — pesko cnpocun JleoH.

— Al pUCKYIO CBOEWN XM3HbO, Nepeburpanch Yepes yuwenbe. lNpegnonarato, 4To 3TMM A 3apaboTtan
cebe BpaTa. Tak He MOXKeT 6bITb, YTO 5 CNAcCy BCEX M CaM OCTaHYCb 34eChb.

— HUKaKnx UCKNoYeHn, — ckasan J1eoH, XOTA OH 3Han, KaKk HecnpaBeganMBo 3TO 3By4Yano. — Ho
Tbl MOXeLUb BbITAHYTb *KPebuil NnepBbiM, KOrAa LWAHCbI BbllLe BCEro.

CHOBA pa3fanncb KPUKK, MOXOXKME Ha BOMb CTapyXu. JIEOH OLWyTUA APOXKDb NO CNUHE.

— Y Hac 6onblie HeT BpemeHu, [Akeb. Mbl caenaem TaK, Kak Tbl CKasan: Tbl U [KeHHaA
nepebupaetecb NepBbIMU, Mbl 32 BAMW, MOTOM Mbl PeLUMM OCTanbHoe. Oken?

— Okelt, — B3g0xHyN [keb n Bce ocTanbHble BblAM TOXKE C 3TUM cornacHbl. Bce, Kpome Katu,
KoTopasa bpocmnna Ha HUX cepauUTbIN B3rNAL, PE3KO OTBEPHYIACb M CHOBA OTCTYNWAA K KPato yLLeNbA.

Mocne Toro Kak JleoH ewe pa3 06bACHUA NNaH AENCTBUIM, BbICKa3anca TuaH.

— TonbKo 0AHO ycnoBMe. A Xxo4y NOWTU NOC/EAHUM.

— Kak nocneanmum? NagHo. Nocne [skeHHbl M Oxkeba nogHumaetca Mapu, 3aTem cieayeT Katy,
A n nocnegHm TuaH. Tak NpUemMammo ans scex?

OcTanbHble KUBHYIN.

— Torpa paBaiiTe oTnpaBaaTbea, [KeHHa gat MHe TBO BepeBKy. MuLia, noarotoBbes. Yoepu
06paTHO BCe, KPOME OAeXKAbl, i MOHECY TBOM PloK3aK. He Kapabkancs camwKkom 6bICTpo, HEe PUCKYR,
HO AyMal TaKXe 0 TOM, YTO Yy Hac HET BCEro BPEMEHMU Ha CBeTe.

— U3nunwwHe roBopuTb 06 3TOM, — OTBETUN BNOHAMH.

JleoH nocmoTpen Ha ropu3oHT, Ha TeMHble 061aKa, KOTOpble 3aTATMBa/IN COJMTHLE.

— [1eNcTBUTENBHO U3NULLIHE, — NPOOOPMOTaN OH.
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I'maBa 28

CBA3aHHbIN BMecTe KaHaT Obl/1 MPUBA3aH K CKa/le, HO ellle He COBCeM pa3mMoTaH. TuaH, [xKeb u
JleoH Kpenko aeprkanu ero B pykax u MeasieHHO OnycKanu mexay nanbuamu B 6e3aHy. Ix nagoHu
ropenu, Ho OHW UrHopuposanu 6oab. Cetyac MM HyXKHO OblI0 AymaTb TO/AIbKO O TOM, YTObObl MuLwa
cMmor aobpaTbCa A0 AHA yWeba, NpeXae YeM HauyHET NoAHMMATLCS Ha APYryto CTOPOHY. [eByLIKu
HaNPAXEHHO CMOTPENN BHU3, HO MuLia Mcyes 3a BbICTYNOM CKasbl.

CHu3y pasganca cnabblit KpUK:

— MNpoponkaiTe.

— [Aepbmo, — npocToHan TuaH. — OH BbIrNAAMT XyAbiM, HO TaKoe OLLYLEHWE, YTO BECUT TOHHY.

— Tbl 6bl NpeanoYyen cam BUCETb Ha KaHaTe? Ha MHoOrmx metpax Hag nponacTblo? — Npopblyan
JleoH.

Korga KaHaT Hayan GECKOHTPO/MIbHO AepratbCA, OHM elle Kpenye CXBAaTUAUCb 3@ HEero M
ynep/iMcb HOramm B 3eMJto.

— MNpoKNATbe, YTO OH Tam AenaeT? — Bbipyranca [keb.

— MNpoknatoe gepbmo, —gbixaHne TnuaHa 6b110 CAaBNEHHbIM.

KaHaT 3akavanca cuabHee. 3aTem NOCnenoBan Peskuid TOMYOK, Kak OyATO KTO-TO AepHyn 3a
HEero W KaHaTB WX PyKax 3ackonb3un. [lBa meTpa KaHaTa ucye3no B raybuHe. Horm Tpowuubl
CKONIb3HY/IN MO KaMeHMCTON 3emM/ie K Kpakt Nponacty, NpexKae Yem OHW CMOTAM HalTu onopy wu
3aKpenuTb KaHar.

Nx pyKkn 66111 060apaHbl 1 KpoBoTOUMAK. Hrydana 60/1b cTana HEBbIHOCMMOIA.

—A 6oNblUe He CMOry 40NT0 AepKaTb, — NPOCTOHaN TUaH.

— Tbl AonKeH, — otBeTMn JleoH. — He cmei otnyckaTb. OT 3TOro 3aBMCUT HE TONIbKO KWU3Hb
Muwu. Ecnm Tbl OTNYCTULb, Mbl BCE YMPEM.

M cHoBa pbiBOK KaHaTa. OH Hayan packayMBaTbCA Ha3ag v Bnepea,.

— Katn! Mapu! — 3aopan Oxeb. — Nante ctoga v xeataiTechb!

Ob6e peByWwKM noabexanm K HUM M yXBaTUAUCH 3a KaHarT.

— [I’>KeHHa, cKaxu Mulue, 4Tobbl OH NPEKPATMU pacKauymBaTbCA.

[)XeHHa onycTMnacb Ha KONMEHM M 3aKpuyana B ywenbe. Mulia OTBETUA, HO OHa He morna
pa3obpatb, uTO.

— OH YTO-TO rOBOPUT O NTULE.

—Y10? — npocToHan [xeb.

MoToM KaHaT MOBWUC CMOKOMHO, HO TO/IbKO Ha MrHOBEHMWEe, npexae 4yem 3abutbca ¢ HOBOWA
cuion.

JleoH 3aKycun ryby.Pyku CNOBHO MeANEHHO apwuaucb B nNblnatowem orHe. OH 3acToHan,
CNPaBMBLLMCH C HONbIO M eABa FTPOMKO He 3aKpMyas, CHOBA MPOYHO CXBATMBLUMCH 3a KaHaT.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Hebo. Haneten nerkuii BeTepok, obnaka CTasn MOYTM KENToro ugeta u
HaBUCN NPAMO HaZ HUMMWN.

«HeT, ToNbKO He 3TO», NoAYMan OH B OTYAAHUU. «Ham HYXKHO eLLe Bpemsa».

A 3aTeM OH ycablwan ux ronoca. Tuxme pyratenbCTBa M yrposbl.

N oHu 6bi1an 6an3Ko.

Muwa ynopHo nbiTanca He ynactb. CHayana ero aTakosasia 60/bluasn YepHas NTULA C KPUBbIM
KntoBomM. OHa NoABMIACb M3 HUOTKY/AA M KOCHY/1acb €ro, 40 3TOF0 MOMEHTA Bce Bbl10 XOPOLLO, OH BCe
AeprKan nog KoHTponem. Kaxabii BbICTyM, 3a KOTOPbIM OH 6panca, 6bin MaeanbHbIM, AaXKe ecau
NleBan pyKa ocTaBanacb CTpaHHbIM 06pa3om HecyyBCTBEHHOM.

Ho BTOpasa aTaka BOpOHbI 6bina onacHee. Koraa oH okasanca pagomM C Newlepon B cKane, oHa
6pocunacbk Ha Hero, BEPOATHO, YTOObI 3aWUTUTL THe340. MuLla UCNYraHHO NbITaNCA YCKONb3HYTb OT
YyOApOB KPbINbeB M TBEPAOro Kawea. Ho nTuua He cobupanacb OTCTynaTb, OHa BMWMAACb OCTPbIMMU
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KOITAMW B BOJIOCHI, Llapanana ero JAnuo u pyku. B maHmke Mwuwa nbitanca ygepraTbCA 3a CKany
OOHOW pPYKOW, MOKa BTOPOM [AWMKO pasmaxmBas Hag TrosioBON. M3-3a HEOCTOPOXKHOCTM OH
MOMEHTA/IbHO MOTEPAN OMOPY W BBEPX HOraMu noneten BHU3. K cyacTbio, ero Hora 6blna B netne,
KOTOpYHo OH 06BA3an BOKPYr HOMM Ha Cay4val, ecam copsetcA. OH BepTenca U U3BMBAACA KaK pbiba B
ceTAx, YToObl OTOPBATLCA OT CTEHbI U CXBAaTUTLCA 3@ KaHAT HA Hore. HO OH MPOCTO He MOTTaK CU/IbHO
pa3MaxHyTbcA. KaHaT nWb C OFPOMHOM ONACHOCTbIO PacKavymMBaaca Tyga-coga, Npyv 3TOM ero ros0ea
HaxoAunacb Ha BOJIOCOK OT ygapa O ckany. Mo meHbweW mepe, BOPOHA OTCTana OT Hero, HO
notpeboBanocb BpemA, Noka Mwuwa noHAN, 4YTO emy MpPOCTO He caeayeT ABUraTbcA,4TOObI
pacKauyMBaHME CaMO OCTAHOBWIOCb. HeckonbKo 6GECKOHEYHO A/MHHbBIX MUHYT M OH HaKoHeLl,
CMOKOMHO NMOBWUC Ha KaHaTe.

CseT ynan B ywenoe U Muwa nocmoTtpen B rnybokyto nponacte. OH MOr TO/IbKO CMYTHO
yBUAETb TeMHOe aHO. OH NpeanoaoXua, 4to BUCUT B 15 meTpax oT 3emnn. BHU3 ronoso.

A ympy. Ecam a Tyga ynagy, To NnornbHy.

KOpOTKKUIA TONHOK, 3aTeM KaHaT B34POrHYA M OH CKOJIb3HY/ ele HEMHOIO HUXe. Bec Tena nan,
BEPOATHO, packayMBaHMe N03abOTUAMUCE O TOM, YTOObI 3acTpABWMNIA BOTUHOK HEMHOTFO BbICKO/b3HYA
M3 cnacaTte/ibHOM NeTAMW.

Mwuwa ucnyraHo 3akpuyan. Y Hero ocTaBasnoCb He TaKk MHOrMO BPeMeHW. YKe ceilyac B netne
OCTaBasiCA TO/NIbKO MbICOK HOMM — elle OAWH PbIBOK BEPEBKM M OHA Obl BbiCKOYMAA coBcem. Mula
MCMNYraHHO pacnaxHya rnasa, 3aTem 3akpuyan.

— Al YTO-TO CAbIWy, — cKazana xKeHHa. — Tnuxo. MuLwa KPNYUT YTO-TO.

Ha nunuax rpynnbl yntanocb HanpsaxkeHune. Ho, no meHbLuet mepe, KaHaT bosblue He ép3an. Ux
pyKkn ropenu oT 6oau. MoT BbicTyNnA Ha nbax. CkaB 3ybbl OHM BCE BMECTE CParKanucb MNpPOTUB
MblAbHOW CKanbl.

— Al Aymato, OH Xo4eT cnycKaTbca bbicTpee.

— Tbl ero sBMAmULLbL?

— HeT, OH BUCUT BHE 30HbI BUOMMOCTMU.

— Tbl yBEPEHA, YTO Mbl AO/IXKHbI CNYCKaTb ero bbicTpee?

— Al He coBcem ero NOHUMato, HO A AyMalo, 4a.

—Tam... 4To-TO...NPOM30LLN0, — NPOCTOHAN JIeoH.

— Ham ero BbITArMBaTh? — NpoKpaxTen [xeb.

— HeT. OH fO/I’KEeH CNYCTUTLCA... 3TO HAll €4MHCTBEHHbIM LWWAHC, — OH CXBAaTWA KaHaT TaK Kpenko,
KaK mor. —Tpoe OTNyCKatoT, ABOe CTPAxXyHOT KaHaT. Havanu!

HakoHeL, neno nowno pganvuie. Nocne Toro Kak OH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT NPOBUCEN B BO3AyXxe,
OCTa/IbHble Ha4YanM OMYCKaTb KAHAT MOCTENEHHO HUXE M HuMKe. Muwa nbiTancAa CTpaxoBaTb CMYCK
ro/IbIMU PYKamm, COXpaHAsA paccTosiHne mexkay coboi u ckanoii.

Moxanyiicta, JleoH, 6yab OCTOPOXKHEMN, yToObl MOA HOra He COCKOJb3Hy/sa. [oKanyincra,
norkanymcra.

TeMHble CTeHbl CKasbl CKONb3NMAKM MUMO. OH BuAen rnybokue LWenm, oTKonoBLwmecas 0610MKu
nopoabl. Maxno nbiNbto, HO Yem raybKe OH ONyCKaaca, TeM CU/IbHee B BO3AyXe MOABAAACA 3anax
THUAW W BNAXKHOCTK.3a BPEMSA CMyCKa ero YyBcTBa 060CTpuanCb cunbHee.OH BOCMPUHMMAN KaXKAabli
CKpUN BEPEBKW, YyBCTBOBAJl, KaK BepeBKa Mnepemellanacb K MbICKy ero 6oTuHKa. OH aenan
Hernybokme BAOXM M3-3a CTpaxa, YTo Ntoboe ABUMKEHME MO0 MOCAYXUTb NPUYMHON TOrO, YTO OH
6ecnoBOPOTHO BbICKOUYUT U3 NETAMN.

HaKoHeL, OH peLwnica 3anpoOKMHYTb FO10BY M MOCMOTPETb BHU3.

Oa. 3emna npubankanacb. Bo3amMorKHO elLle METPOB AeCATb, U Toraa oH cnpaBuaca. OH yXKe mor
BUAETb CKasjbl, KOTOPble MOKPbIBaAM AHO yulenbsA. BoKpyr 06/10MKM, HMKAKOrO HaMeKa Ha pPeKy,
KOTopasa Korga-to bypauna 3gecb. Tenepb 06/10MaHHble CKanbl MOKPbIBA/AM BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO,
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HAaCKONbKO XBaTasio rfa3. Y 60nblWMHCTBA Oblna cTpaHHaa $dopma, OHW Kasa/MCb HeecTecTBEHHO
N30rHYTbl UM CTPAHHO OTWANGOBaHbI. MUl yaMBUACA 3TOMY, HO HA 3TO He 6blJ10 BpEMEHMW.

3emnsa cTaHOBUANACH BCe BamxKe.

B yxace Mwuwa noHan, 4yto Bce ObicTpee onyckaetcA BHM3. [lblibHble CKanbl 6bICTPO
npuéanxkannce K Hemy. Ecnm SleoH, Jxeb n TvaH He 3aMeanaTCcA, U1 OH HE CMOXKET CXBAaTUTbCA 3a
BEPEBKY, TO MPU3EMANTCA FOJI0BOM NPAMO B rpybyto, CKaIMCTYIO 3eMILO.

OH CcHOBA Hayan KpU4aTb, HO HUKTO, Ka3aNn0Cb, HE CAbILAA ero.

Ewe 7 meTpos.

LecTb.

MNAaTo.

YeTblpe.

Tpu meTpa. Muwa Havyan AMKO AepraTtb Horamu, 4tobbl BbIbpaTbcA M3 netan. Bce Bpems
BbICKO/Ib3HYTb U3 Hee rPo3na0 emMy CMepPTbio, @ TENEPb HOra He XxoTesna 0CcBOOOXKAATLCA U3 METAW.
Ecnn 6bl oH ocBO6OANACA, TO MOT Bbl CMATYUTL NAAEHNE W 3aTEM NEPEKATUTLCA.

[Ba.

OpguH meTp. Muwa nogHAN NAeYM 1 NONbITANCA 3aALLUTUTL TONOBY PYKaMU.

Co Bcel cunbl OH yaapuaca o ckanbl. OcTpbl Kpak BnmacAa emy B cnuHy. Cuna yaapa Ha
MrHOBEHWe BblGWNa Yy Hero m3 nerknx Bosgyx. OH TaKKe CUAbHO yAapwuAacA rofIoBOM 06 KameHb.
PAgom € HMM Ha 3eMt0 ONYCTUIOCH eLle HEeCKONbKO MeTPOB BepeBKM. Pykun bBbinn obogpaHbl, u
KOrZa OH NPUKOCHYACA K 3aTbIJIKY U MOCMOTPEN Ha NafoHb, TO yBMAeN KpoBb. Ho 6onena He ToNbKO
ros0B8a, CKOpee OLyLLEeHNA TOBOPWUAN, YTO OH Nepesioman BCe KOCTU B Tene. Kaxkabli BAOX Bbi3bIBan
60/1b, M OH 3agbIxancsa.

C TpyAOM OH NPUNOAHAN BEPXHIOK YacTb Tefna M Hadvana obcneposatb cebsa. Pyku 6onenw,
CNOBHO MX KTO-TO MPOMYCTUA CKBO3b MACOPYOKY, HO OH BCe elle AyMas, YTO He CI0Masl HU OAHOWM
KocTu. Pebpa Ha ero nesoi ctopoHe 6binn, No-BUAMMOMY, YWNBAEHbI, HO C 3STUM MOXHO OblN0 XUTb.
Cyas no Bcemy, emy CHOBa noBe3/10. Korga oH NonbiTancsa BCTaTb HAa HOMK, ero Te/Io NPoH3MAa peskas
6onb. OH caenan BTOpPyk NONbITKY. HakoHeL, OH, NOKauMBaACb BCTan U B NepPBbIN pa3 CMOr caenatb
BAOX. CHayana 6b110 AbABONABLCKM BO/IBHO, HO 3aTeM CTaNo TEPNUMEN.

Muwa nocmoTpen Ha NPOTMBOMOJIONKHYK CTEHY Yyuwenbsd, NO KOTOPOM emy npeacTosno
3abupatbca Haepx. MpAMO-TakM Nyratowas KpyTada CKana BO3Bbiwanacb nepes HUMM, Hebo eaga
MOXHO 6bl10 PAacCMOTPETb, HO NPUYNHOM TOMY CKopee Bcero bbliv TemHble 061aKa, KoTopble BUCen
NPAMO Hag HUM. OH 3Han, YTO Y HEro HeT BpeMeHM ropeBaTb O CBOMX paHax. OH He caacTca.

Hukoro.

KaTu oTowna B CTOPOHY OT ocTanbHbIX. Ee ronosa cTyyana, a rnasa ropenm ot cned. OHa 3Hana,
4YTO BMHOBATa B 3TOM He TONIbKO NPOKAATaA apa. OHa bblna B ApOCTU. BHYTpK Hee ByweBanu aukue
yyBcTBa. TO OHa Hagesanacb, TO OT4amMBanacb, HO BCerga BCe COMPOBOXAANOCb THEBOM.
KpoBOXKaaHbIM rHEBOM, KOTOPbIM TaHLLEBaN Nepes ee rnasamu.

Tam 6binm BOpoTa. Ml OHKM, Ka3anocb, FOBOPUAU C HEW.

MocmoTpu, Katn, Kak mbl ceeTuMcA. Mocnylwain, Kak mbl Tebsa 3o8em. Tbl Yepes Hac nepengellb.
Tbl BbIXKMBELWb.

Ho 4to ecnn, et He ynblbHeTCA yaada npu Kpebun? Ecan ocTanbHble BbITAHYT CBOOOAHbIE
BpaTa’?

Mpeanonoxum, pgocturna 6bl OHa BOOOLLE NPOTUBOMNOJIOKHOM CTOPOHbI. K3Tu nbiTanach
paccnabuTb COrHyTble Cyaoporon n 060K*KeHHble Nanblbl, 6e3ycnewHo. KOHeYHO, HUKTO He Ayman o
TOM, KaK OHa Tenepb AO/IKHa nepebpaTbCa 4yepes yulenbe, eC/iM OHa [A)Ke He MOr/ia OTKPbITb
OyTbINKY ¢ BOAON. YTO 33 A€PbMOBbIN NAaH.
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KaTn nocmoTpena B CTOPOHY TuaHa. Buepa oHa xoTena emy NomMoub, yTeWUTb €ro, HO Tenepb
COYYBCTBME K HEMY Mcnapuaock. Katn Buaena To/bKo ero cnaboctu 1 y Hee BbI3biBao OTBPALLEHME,
YTO TaKOM KaK OH NpeTeHayeT Ha BpaTa.

B ee rosoBe MmenbKHy/Na MbIC/Ib, 3aTeM BHe3anHO ee pasobpan cmex U BCE COMHEHUA
yNeTyumnnnch. «f Bbixkuey. [la, Tak bygeT»

Mbspun ycnbiwana ee cmex, HeyBepeHHO MOCMOTPena Ha Hee, HO OTBena B3rnA4 M CHOBA
nosepHynacb K yuwenbto. O4eBNAHO, OHA KaK pa3s ycablwana, 4to Muwa cnyctunca. Bsrnag Katum
cneposan 3a Mapu. «CHayana TrnaH, 3aTem Tbi».

OHa ynblbHynacb. 3aTem Hayasna HanesaTb:

LLanTtan-bonTtait cnaoen Ha cTeHe.

LWanTan-bonTtanceanmica Bo CHe.

BcA KOoponeBcKaa KOHHULLA,

BcA KoponescKana paTb

He moxket LWanTasq,

He moxket bonTas,

WanTtas-bonTasn,

bonTaa-WanTasn,

WanTaa-bonTtaa cobpaTtb!
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I'maBa 29

Mwuwa onyctun pyky. OH HageAanca, Yto Apyrve BUAENIM €ro XecT, HO B AaHHbI MOMEHT Ha
b6osbluee OH He bbln cnocobeH. TONbKO OAWH B3Max CTOUJT eMy HECKOIbKMX CEKYHA: MPULLAOCH
OTAO0XHYTb M3-3a 60aKn. OH cTAHYAN pybaLLKy M 3aBA3aN ee Ha rpyam Kak Tyryto nosAsKy. Emy cpasy ke
CTano nerye Ablwatb. HeKoTopoe Bpemsa OH 064yMbiBasl, HE CKa3aTb /M OCTa/IbHbIM, YTOObI OHM CHOBA
NOAHANN BEPEBKY M ONYCTUAN BHU3 KOTO-HUOYAb APYrOro, HO... HET, OH A0J/I)KEH CNPABUTLCA C 3TUM.

KTo 3HaeT, MoxKeT 6bITb OCTaNIbHbIX YXKe HAaCTUIAN NpecneaoBaTenn?

OH caenan oguH HepewmnTeNbHbIN War K cteHe. Ewe oauH.

Muwa ob6bickan BO3BbIWAOWYOCA Nepes HUM CKally Ha BO3MOXHOCTM noabema. BbicTynbl,
KaMHW, TOpYaBLUME M3 CTEHbI, TPELLNHbI B CKase, BCe, 33 YTO OH MOT Obl KPEenKo yXBaTUTbCA WU Tae
MOTIN MPOTUCHYTLCA €ro nanblbl. B Te4eHNne HEeCKONbKUX MUHYT OH MPUCTA/IbHO CMOTPEs Ha CKasbl,
3aTeMyBMAeN MapLLPyT, MO KOTOPOMY OH nose3eT. OH AICHO M OTYET/IMBO BbIPUCOBbIBAICA HA KaMHAX.
Mwuwa cobpasica c Ayxom.

OH npuKanca K CTeHe, CXBATU/ICA PYKOM 33 MaNeHbKUIM BbICTYN HaBepxy W noaTtsaHynca. B ero
rpyam 3actydana 6onb, HO OH npourHopuposan ee. OH CKOHLEHTPMPOBA/N BCHO CBOK CWUAY Ha
cnepyowem Lare.

Moka ocTanbHble HabaoAaNN, Kak MU HEBLIHOCMMO MeAIEHHO NOAHUMAETCA MO KaMeHHOM
cTeHe, TnaH 1 [1xkeb B30LWAN Ha XO/IM MOCMOTPETD, FAe UX NpecaefoBaTeNu.

— KaK Tbl AyMaellb, HACKONbKO OHW Aaneko? — cnpocua TuaH.

Lxeb Haxmypuncs.

— TpypHO CKas3aTb, HO €CNM OHU HUTAE He 334eprKasncb, TO TOrAa, BEPOATHO, bByayT 34echb
bbicTpee, 4em Mbl gymanu. Mbl NPOCTO [O0MKHbI YCNETb A0 MX NOSABAEHMA nepebpaTbca Ha Apyryto
CTOPOHY.

TuaH kuBHyn. OH ByaeT nepebupatbCa MO KaHaTy nocnegHuMMm, Kak v noxkenan. OH 6oanca
BbICOTbI U €C/IN HE XOYET 334ePKMBATb OCTa/IbHbIX, TO AO/IKEH NPUHECTU 3Ty KepTBY. MaHUKA BblXKana
BECb BO34YX M3 €ro IETKMX, KOrA4a OH B NePBbIV pa3 MOCMOTPEN B NPOMNacTb, U B CNeAYOWNIA MOMEHT
OH yBMAEN, KaK MagaeT B 6e340HHYI0 rnybuHy. C 3TOr0O MOMEHTa OH YBEPUICA: OH HE CMOMKeT
nepebpaTbCcA NoO KaHaTy Yepes 3Ty ryboKyto 6e3aHy.

M BCe Ke OH A0/IKEH 3TO CAEeNATb.

K cyacTbto, HUKTO He 3ameTua ero cnaboctn. MiHaye, BO3MOXKHO, OCTa/IbHble OTKa3anu bbl emy B
cBobogHbIX BpaTax. OH He MOr TakK pPMCKOBaTb, TaK KaK Tenepb, Tak 6AM3KO K BpaTam, Bce 6bino
BO3MOXHO, M Y TaHa NPOCHYNOCb BOpYalliee HegoBepue K ocTasibHbiM. OHKM, BEPOATHO, ZYMALOT, YTO
OH c/labak, KOTOPbIN He 3aCNyKMBAET TOro, YTOObI BbIXKWUTb. ECAM OH ceyac NoNpoCMT O MOMOLLM, TO
npeacTasuT ceba Kak nepByto KepTBy. HET, OH A0/MKEH CKaTb 3ybbl U Kak-HNOYAb NnepebpaTbes yepes
3Ty YepToBYy nponacTtb. Jxeb n [)keHHa obewann, YTo HUKTO He NPOMAET Yepes BpaTa, NOKa BCe He
6yayT Ha Apyron ctopoHe. Y Hero ecTb WwaHc! OH KpPenKo yxBaTWU/ICA 3@ 3TU »KaJlKUe MbICAU.

OH Kpaem rnasa pasrnagpisan [xkeba. OH BOCXULLAACA MM 33 TO, YTO OH NpUHeC [XKeHHy cloaa.
Cam [keb He cka3an 06 3TOM HU cNoBa, Kak byaTo 370 6bI10 Camoi HOpMabHOM Belbio B mupe. Ho
TuaH, y3HaBLWMIM HA pPaBHUHE, KaK MOKET ObiTb TAMKEN AaKe PHOK3aK, Bblpaxan K Hemy rnybokoe
yBakeHue

CBepxbecTecTBeHHO.

[a, ato 66110 NpaBuabHoe cnoBo. MNoctynok [xkeba 6bin cBepbeCcTeCTBEHHBIM, U TOT GaKT, UTO
ero ycunue 6b110 efBa 3aMeTHO, Aenano ero eute 6onee HeBEPOATHbLIM.

Mouemy [xeb nocTynan Tak, Kak ocTasbHble He nocTynaTb? OHWM Bce 6blM FOTOBbI OCTABUTb
[XeHHY Ha npoun3Bon cyabbbl, HO He [xKeb, OXOTHO PUCKHYBLUUI CBOEWN M3HbBIO pagn ee craceHus.
XoTA OH ee aaXke He 3Han.
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Bbin nn Axxeb BoobuULe OAHUM M3 HUX? B TakOM e OTYAAHHOM MOJIOKEHUM Kak OHU? Uan
OHMPOBEPHYJ1 KAKOE-TO AE/10 C TEM UM YEM-TO, YTO 3aCYHY/I0 UX B 3TOT HE3HAKOMBbIN MUP?

Korga [xeb Bbirnsaen Tak, OH 6bla OTKPLIT U ApyrKenbeH, Ho TnaH AOCTaTOYHO Nepexu B
TeYeHne 3TUX ABYX AHel, YToObl 3HaTb, YTO 3/10 MOXKET OYEHb XOPOLLO CKPbIBATLCA 33 APYXKECKOMU
ynbl6KON. YTO OH AelCcTBUTE/IbHO 3HaN 060 BCem 3TOM?

A ocTasibHble?

C [OxeHHoit Bce noHATHO. C Mapu ToXe, B KaKoi-To cteneHn. Mully npocTo HyXXHO 6blio
N06UTb, NapeHb bblA HECOKPYLIMMbIM U NPOCTO M3nydan apyxkentobue. A Katn? Ee moxHO 6blsio
HeHaBMAaeTb BCem cepauem. HecoKpylwmnmasn, noanas v npu 3TOM 3/10BeELLE YMHA, HO OHa bonblie
BCeX BHyLlasa emy ctpax. C Heil oH B 1t06om ciyyae goaKeH 6bla ObITb Havyeky.

OcraBasnca euwe JIeoH cO CBOMMMU CTPAHHbIMW TAaTyMPOBKaMM. TWUAH He cYUTan ero YMHbIM.
CobcTBEHHO, OH OblN1 POXKAEH BOPLLOM-OANHOYKON,HO BCE paBHO3aboTUACA O rpynne nocneaHue Asa
AHA. OH BeN MX U 3a60TUACA 0 TOM, YTODObI HUKTO He OCTancs No3agu.

Ho nouemy oH 310 Aenan?

TuaH 4yBCTBOBA/I, YTO OTHOLWEHME JleoHa MOXKeT B Ntoboe BpeMs MOMEHATbCA, YTO C HUM He
6esonacHo.

Beab 34ecb, Ha camom aene, HeT HU B YEM YBEPEHHOCTH.

Tonbko 06pasbl, KOTOPblE BHE3ANHO NOSABASNMCL Nepes rnasamu, ObliM emy 3Hakombl. OHU
NOBTOPA/IUCb CHOBA W CHOBa. MpayHble Y/WYHblE OBpParn, WMCKa*KeHHble cepble Nuua, BeYHbll
cHeronag. Mexay Tem OH 3Ha/, YTO HMKOrga Tam He 6bll — M BCe e OH 3HaN OKPEeCTHOCTU U
npeayYyyBCTBOBAN OMACHOCTb, KOTOPAs MOF/la CKPbIBAaTbCA 3a KarKAbIM yrnom. OH 3Ha/, YTO Karkaan
BCTpeYa B 3TOM OTBPATUTE/IbHOM MMUpe O3Ha4yaeT 60pbby 3a BbIXKMBaAHME. M 4YTO C 3TUM 30/10TbIM
aHrenom? OH BUAEN NycTble rNasHULbl Ha 61egHOM NNLE, UCKAXKEHHYIO FPMMACY ... U CHOBA Y*KaCHbIN
BOM/Ib, KaK pa3 nepepa TemM, Kak ob6pa3 pasmbiNo U OH YBUAEN TONbKO KpacHbIM uBeT. OH npuXan K
rnasam obe nagoHW, YTObbI NpOrHaTh y¥KacHble 06pasbl. Koraa OH CHOBA WX OTKPbIJ, TO OLLYTUA
cnuHol B3rnaa. OH obepHyncs v yBuaen, yto Katu npuctanbHO paccmaTpuBaeT ero usganu. B ee
B3rnsae 6bin10 HeYTO CKPbITOe. TaH NOYyBCTBOBAN KaK B HErO 3aKpasblBaeTcA negAaHoN X004,

OH BMCEN HA CKane y)Ke C/AULKOM [ONr0. YKe CAUWKOM gonro 6onb b6ywesana B ero tene,
nepemeLLasncb U3 KOHYMKOB NaNbLEB B Najblibl, 3aTEM B N13aJ0HM U, HAKOHeEL, BBEPX Mo pyKe. Ero Teno
6bl10 MOMHOCTBIO HAMNPAMKEHHO M NAOXO MaHeBpupoBano. OH OTTecHAN 60/b, AenaloLyl ero
cnabbim. Mpu 3TOM OH BCE BpPeMs YyBCTBOBAJ, KAaK KPOBb M3 MYy/NbCUPYHOLLEN PaHbl Ha 3aTbliKe
CTeKana no Lwee.

Mwula c Kalaem BbiMyCTU U3 NIETKUX BO3AYX, NPEeXAe YeM OTOPBaTb OT CKa/ibl MPaBY0 PYKY U
MegNeHHO NoAHATb ee HaBepX. OH 3adMKCMpPOBaAN ee Ha KaMHe psaoM c coboi, TaK Kak 34ecb Ha
cTeHe enBa /v 6bI10 H6oNblUe BO3MOMKHOCTEM 3aKMHYTb FOJIOBY M MOCMOTPETb Ha CKany. HeT, oH
NOMIHOCTbIO MOIOXKWU/ICA Ha YyBCTBA B PyKax M Horax. Takum ob6pasom, OH NPUANN K TEMHOMN FOPHOM
nopoAe Kak ALLepuLa M CParkaaca 3a KaxKabl CAaHTUMETP HaBepX.

B rnybuHe MuwmnHoi aywm ¢opmmposBannce cnosa. OH He 3HaN, OTKYAA OHWU POXKAANUCb, HO
OHM NpUHOCUAN emy yTeweHne. OTYe Hall, CyLWMin Ha Hebecax ...

Baopyr o610MOK OTKO/IO/ICA OT BbICTYMA M €ro sieBad HOra, Ha KOTOPYK OH Onupasaca BCem
BECOM, COCKO/b3HYMa. OH MHCTUHKTUBHO BUENUACA 06eMMM pyKaMn B CKasy U OTYASHHO CTa/l UCKaTb
HoByt0 onopy. KamHM nog ero Horamm ¢ rpOXOTOM CpbIBafNUCh B TNyb6uHY. [JporKa, OH NpuKanca K
cteHe. MpoknATbe, 3T0 6610 ONacHO.

Mocne ckayka agpeHanunHa ero oxBaTuno otyasHbe. OH BUCEN TONbKO Ha KOHYMKAxX NasbLes
HaZ, NponacTblo M CUN Yy Hero 6onblue He 6bl10. Ka3anocb, YTO TO/IbKO HaNpsAXKeHHan nosajeprkana
ero B BO3ayxe.

~117~



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

OH xoTen nsbasneHusa oT 6oan. Ecam OH NPOCTO OTMYCTUTCA, TO BCE 3aKOHYMTCA. Torga Bce
My4YeHMA NOAOMNAYT K KOHLY. JNA HUX U TaK yXKe HeT Haaexabl. [Ana Hero.

LWecTb BpaT, a ux cemepo. U B cneayouwem mupe byaet To e camoe. Bcerga 6yaet meHblue
BpaT, Yepes3 KOTopble OHU CMOTYT CMACTUCD.

Cpakatbca. Ctpagatb. U ymepeTb.

Ero pblgaHMA OTCKaKMBanM 06paTHO K HEMY OT CKasbl.

M cTpaHHbIN UCKAXKEHHbI rON0C 3alienTan emy B yxo: «OTnycKai!»
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I'maBa 30

— Yt10 cnyumnnock? MNMoyemy OH He ABuraeTtca ganbwe? — cnpocuna AxeHHa. OHa rpbi3/sia HOMmU ¢
TOro CaMOro MOMEHTA, KaK CMOraa pacno3HaTth Ha ckane Muwy. OHa HM Ha CeKyHAY He TepAna ero us
BMAa. OHA NOYTM HageAnacb, YTO MOMKET NOoATArMBaTb €ro BBEPX CBOMM B3rAL0M UM KaK-HUOYAb
obneryntb noagbem. Ee oxBaTnI0 HexopoLlee nNpeayvyBcTBUe.

—YT0-TO HENAAHO... NOCMOTPUTE e Tyaa, OH COCKaNb3bIBaET.

Bce 3atanan gbixaHune n no3soanam cebe B3AOXHYTb CHOBA, KOrga ysuaenu, 4to Muwa onsatb
Hawen onopy. Ha MrHoBeHWe NOKa3anoch, YTO OH yNaaeT NPsAmMo B 6e3gHy.

— Y10 npoucxogunt? — cnpocun xeb, KoTopbIN HE3aMETHO NoAoLLEN K HUM. [o3aan Hero cToan
TWaH, NPUCTANIbHO CMOTPEBLUNIA HA €ro HOTHU.

— Mwuwa no4ytn copsanca. 1 agymato, oH nocTpagan.

Oxeb B31AHY/ Ha Mully, KOTOPbIN NPOAO/IKUA CBOM NOABEM W Kak MypaBeW NMOMoa3 BBEpX.
[»eHHa npaBa, ¢ Muwen 6b110 YTO-TO He TaK. Ero HepBHble ABUXKEHWA YKA3bIBa/IM HA TO, YTO OH, MO
BCEN BUANMMOCTU, AEPHKUTCA C 6ONbLLIMM TPYLOM.

— fl nonarato, YTO OH NPOCTO yCTan, — CKaszana Mapwu.

— [leno He ToNbKO B 3TOM, — HacTanBana [keHHa. OHa XoTena elle YTo-To A06aBUTb, KaK BAPYr
yCNbllWana 3TOT CTPALIHbIM, CAMWKOM 3HaKOMbIM ronoc. [KeHHa 3acTaBuna ceba He 3akpu4yaTb OT
cTpaxa. [a, OH 3By4Yasio KaK ee COBCTBEHHbIN ronoc, U OH YTO-TO Kpuyan el. Kasanocb, 6yato sToT
ronoc B3blBan 0 NOMOLWMN. [XKEHHA NOCMOTPENA HA 3EM/II0 BOKPYT ceba 1, Kak 1 Npexae Ha paBHUHe
¢ [Oxebom, He cmorna HuMYero nNoHATb. [POKNATbE, MOYEeMy TONIbKO OHa, NO-BMAUMOMY, MOrNa
CNbIWATb 3TOT ro/10c, B TO BPEMSA KaK Apyrne BOCNPMHUMANMU TONIbKO 6e3bIMAHHbIE KPUKKU. ByaTo OHa
cama cebe wenyet B yxo. OHa YyBCTBOBAa CTPAHHbIN NOABEM B KeNyaKe.

HeT. Bo3bmu cebs B pyku. Bce byaeT xopowo — A Bbibepycb oTctoaa. Bmecte ¢ Jxebom.

OHa pewunTenbHO MOBEPHYNACb K OCTa/bHbIM, KOTOPble, MO MeHbluel mepe, Bblan Tak Ke
HanyraHbl. OHa MOA4Ya NOCMOTPENA B LUMPOKO OTKPbITbIE r1a3a Mapu, 3aTem cobpanach.

— OHWYKe HACTYNarT HaM Ha NATKK, — CKa3asia OHa Cyxo.

Korga HUKTO He ABUHYACA U BCE C/IOBHO HaxoAWUCL B CTynope, [KeHa 3ameTnna, YTO BCE OHMU
6blnM 6AM3KK K TOMY, 4TOObI COMTM € yMma OT cTpaxa. OH gonxkHa bblna AoKa3aTb cebe 1 OCTaNbHbIM,
4YTO UM BCEM HYMKHO MX MyecTBO. Kakmm-To obpasom el Kaszanocb, YTO OHa cama AoKasana cebe
HeBOOOpPA3MMOE MYKECTBO He TaK AaBHO.

Unu oHa cama 370 BblayMasa? OHa Havana ¢paHTasmposaTb? Kak aToT ronoc?

OHa pelwmTenbHO CKasana OCTaNbHbIM:

- Muwa HyKpaeTca B Hawen noaaepke. OH A0/KEH MOYYyBCTBOBATb, YTO OH He OAMH.
[Jasalite, nogboapum ero.

N XOTA OHM He 3HaNW, [OHecyTCA I UX CN0BA MOHATHO Yepe3 NPOonacTb, OHM 3aKpUYaaU No
OAHOMY, OAMH 33 APYrMM, NoAaKkpenaatowme n obogpawLLme choBa Ha Ty CTOpoHy Muwe.

Mwuwa ctan nogHMMaTbCa bbicTpee, Kak byaTo ycabiwan ux cnosa. OCTanbHble MO14a CMOTPENu
B ero CTopoHy. Ho [I)keHHa 3Hana, Kak obeccuneH 661 Muwa, n B Aywe ymonana Bcex, Ytobbl oH
CKopee AO0CTUT CKAaJIMCTOro Kpas.

Mwuwa KapabKanca 3a CBOI *M3Hb. B camom npamom cmbicsie cnosa. Mpu atom 60am yxke bbinu
HEBbIHOCUMBbI, A TaKXKe CKa3biBanocb uctoweHne. OH 3HaN, YTO emy HYXKHO NOCTOAHHO OCTaBaTbCA B
ABUKEHUN. 3adUKCMPOBAN PYKY M HOTY U Cpasy *Ke KapabKaTbca ganblie.

Hanbwe. faBan, eue pas yxBatuTbca. MoaTAHYTbCA.

NoaTtarneaics.

Tenepb nepeHecTn BecC Ha Hory. OTTONKHYTbCA.

Cnepytolan pyka.

OH bopmoTan c/ioBa Kak npuynTaHua. OHM eaBa CAblWHO NOABASNCD U3 ero pTa.
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C [pyron CTOPOHbI ywenba AOHOCUINCL HEMOHATHbIE KPWKM, OH HE MOHMMA/N HU eauHOro
CN0BA, HO 3HaJl, YTO OHUM XOTb KAK-TO XOTeNn nogaepatb ero. OH H6bin He OgMH.

Tam wenb. TpewwnHa BoIrnagmTt xopowo. lMocyHb TyAa nanblbl.

He Konebaiica. Tol Hawen onopy.

N noatomy OH NnogHUMancs ganblue.

C tpyoom.

HenpeknoHHo.

BHE3anHO OH yC/bIWwan XyTKMe KPUKU CBOUX NpecneaoBaTenen.

OH efBa He OTNYCTMACA OT WOKA. HO ero pyku NpoYyHoO AeprKasincb HaBepxy.

OHM ye Tam? OHM y¥Ke Hac AorHanun? Yto c ocTanbHbIMKU?

BHe3anHO Muwa no4yyBCTBOBaN Nerkoe AyxoBeHue BeTepKa Ha 3aTbiake. OH NoyTu caenan aTo.
CseT ocnenun ero. Kpali ckanbl 6611 fOCTUTHYT.

Tenepb HaCTasI0 BpeMA CaMoM TAXKENOM YacTu nogbema. EMy Hy)KHO Bbl10 NOATAHYTbLCA Yepes
Hebonbwown BbiCcTyN. EMy npuwnocb 6bl yaepxKaTb BECb CBOM BEC HA KOHYMKax nanbLes. C rpoMKUM
PEBOM OH OTTOJIKHY/ICA MPABOI HOTOM WM yXBaTUACA PYKOW 3a Kpail. K Hero nosay4ymMnocb cxsatuTb
CYXOM KOpeHb, KOTOpbI Top4yan 13 3emnn. O4HO MIFHOBEHWE OH BUCEN B BO3A4yXe, 3aTEM MOAHAN
NEBYIO PYKY M TBEPAO LENNANACL 338 HEMPUKPLITYIO TPABOI 3eM/It0, MOKa €ro nasiblbl HE Hallymnanam
ManeHbKYH BblEMKY. Tenepb ero Horn 601TannCb B BO3AyXe, HO OH Hallen TBepAYo Onopy.

OH 138an rPOMKMI KPUK M Havyan NoaTArMBaTLCA CKBO3b HEBOOBpasnmyto 601b. CaHTUMETp 3a
CaHTUMETPOM.

B nocnegHem pbiBKe MCMONb3YA BCE 3anacbl SHEPTMM OH NEPEKMHYN BEPXHIOK YAaCTb TeNa Yepes
Kpali, OH HAaKOHeL-TO caenan 370. [bIXTA OH NEepPeBEPHYNCA HA cnuHy. Hag HMM BUCeno Tycknoe
YyepHo-Kentoe Hebo.

OwyLeHMe cHacTba B HEM DOblNI0 TaK BE/IMKO, UTO OH AaKe HA KaKoM-TO MOMEHT 3abbin o 6onu.

OH caenan HeBO3MOXKHOE.

Muwa nNoAHANCA HAa HOTM U OCMOTpencA. Bpata cuMAnnm meHee 4yem B CTa MeTpax OT Hero,
Ny/bCMPOBAIN PAaBHOMEPHO ronybbiM maHs ero.

OHM 6bINK 2-X METPOB BbICOTOM, OBa/IbHbIE N COCTOANN TONbKO M3 LUMPOKOTO SHEPreTUYecKoro
Konbla, KoTopoe 06xBaTbiBasio CBEpKatowee Mnose, HO HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO OblIO NPO3PaAYHbLIM,
MCKaXKano 3a4HUM GoH M TONbKO pacnibiB4aTo oTobparkano.

Al 6bl MOT ceryac NponTK Yepes BpaTa. KTo 6bl MeHs ocTaHOBUAN? ECIM A He 3aKpento KaHaTt, To
OCTaNbHble He CMOryT Ctoga nonactb. A Hawen 6bl BpaTa He TONbKO B 3TOM MMUpPE, HO U B tobom
Apyrom. A mor 6b1 310 caenaTb. o KoHua.

3710 6bIN0 TaK cobnasHMTeNbHO. Ka3anocb Takmum npoctbiM. OH 3apaboTan cebe BpaTa. Moyemy
OH TOXe [AO/IKEH TAHYTb Xpebuit? Kpome Toro, 3To HasbiBaeTCA Kaxabl cam 3a cebs. JInbo BbiXKMBET
OH, JINKO KTO-HUOYAb U3 rpynnbl. [loyemy He OH?

Cpoenait ato! 310 TBOM LWAHC!

3ateM WX ronoca NpPoHUKAM K Hemy.Korga OH MOBEPHYNCA K APYrol CTOPOHe mponactv, To
yeugen [xxeba, [KeHHy, JleoHa 1 OCTaNbHbIX, KOTOPbIE EMY YTO-TO B3BOJIHOBAHHO KpMYanu.

Mwuwa npoBen pykou no nvuy. N npuHan peweHne. HeT, OH He MOXKET OCTaBUTb OCTAJIbHbIX HA
Npou3Bo/ cyabbbl. M KTO 3HaeT, BO3MOMXKHO, eMY eLle NOHaao0buTbcs Mx NOMOLLb, Korga ux 3abpocut
B CneayoLwmii mmp.

OH He OXOTHO OTCTYNW/ OT NOPTANOB U OrNAAENCA.

Tam 6blna noaxoaawas KameHHas rabiba. Mula nowapkan Tyaa, 0TBA3a/A KaHaT OT XKMBOTa U
06BA3an ero BOKPYr ckasbl. OH ero Tyro 3aTaHyn, caenan nobosbllie y3noB, MOBUC HAa HEM M
MCMbITaBan [0 Tex Mop, NMOKa He yAO0CTOBEPMUACA, YTO HM KAHAT He CMON3ET, HU Yy3/bl HE CMOry
pa3BA3aTbCA.
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3aTem OH cAenan 3HaK OCTanbHbIM. MoaHAN 6onbLWONM nNanew, ONYCTUACA HA 3eMIO U 3aKpPbIN
rn1asa B USHEMOXKEHUMW.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3fasica CTPaLLHbIA packaT rpoma, 3aTeM KeTo-YepHble 061aka obpywmMance
Ha HUX. Y [)KeHHbl BbIpBaNCA KPUK, KOr4a YTO-TO YAAPWUIO MO HEW, U CNOTKHYBLUMCb Bpe3anacb B
Oxxeba. Mo HMM BUN CUNbHBIA TPag, U KYCOYKM NbAa Pa3sMepoMm C rasbKy naganun pagom. B yxace
rpynna nocmoTtpena Ha Hebo, KaHAT Kayasca, rpag XxaAecTan Kak KHyT.

- Ok, [XeHHa, HMYero He NOMOMKeT, Tbl nepsad. Tbl A4O/MKHA ceyac nepebupaTbea. - Axkeb
NOYTU KpUYan, n3-3a TOro, YTO MHOTOYMC/IEHHbIM FPAZ, Bbi3biBa/l MHOTO WYMa NpUY yaape 0 3eMto.

[)XeHHa HepBHO BblibMBana Mblnb M3 CBOMX WTaAHOB. Ee Kpacusoe nnuo 6bino 6GaeaHbim w
HanpPsAXXeHHbIM.

[xeb caenan ewie 0AMH WaAr No HaNPaBAEHWUIO K HEW.

- Korga Tbl NoBMCHELWb Ha KaHaTe, TO 06XBaTK ero HoramMm U NOATArMBANCA BNepes, pyKkamu, Tbl
He [0/I’KHa HanpAaratb Horn. He obpawain BHMMaHKUA Ha rpaj. Kak gymaelb, Tak nonaeT?

—A cgenato 3T0.

Oxxeb Buaen, yto TMaH BCe ele oCMaTpMBaa Aanb Ha HanWuMe UxX npecnegosaTenei. Ho rae
6bl OHWM HW BbINM 40 CUX NOP OHWU CAbILWANAM TOSIbKO UX HEECTECTBEHHbIE KPUKM.

- W, AxeHHa... - OH nocmoTpen e NpAMO B rnasa. B 3t 6e3goHHble ronybble rnasa ...

- [Aa? - [IxkeHHa A0BepYMBO NOCMOpPTENA Ha Hero.

Kak bbl eMy XOTe/I0Cb NOAXBATUTb €€ Ha PYKM, NPOrHaTth ee 3ab60Tbl M MPOCTO NOLENO0BATb.

- MorKanyiicta NOTOPONMUCH.

OH nogowen c [AKeHHOM K Kpato nponacTtu. KaHaT cnerka gporkan Ha BeTpy, HO Npou3BOAUN
conuaHoe BneyatneHne. Tem He MeHue, ecnu KTO-TO NoTepaeT paBHoBecue, To ynageT B rnyouHy. B
BEPHY CMepTb. ITO ObI/I0 NOHATHO KaXKA0MY M3 HUX.

B ywax 3BeHenu 3noBewme KpuKW, rpag 6un no teny, Ho [Aeb nomor 3aHATb MO3MUMIO.
HakoHel, oHa Ha4yana nonstu. MNoa Becom ee Tena KaHaT NMPOBUC COBCEM HEMHOrO, HO K CYacCTblo
Muwa BbINOAHUA BClO paboTy. [KeHHa Aobpanacb A0 NPOTUBONONOXKHOM CTOPOHbI BTAHYB rON0BY,
HO 6€3 NPUKAOYEHNA.

Muwa cxBaTun pyKy [JKeHHbl M NogHAN ee Ha Horu. OH TO/IbKO cierka ynblbHyncs.

- Cnacunbo, - ckasana [»KeHHa. - Tbl 6b11 NPOCTO BEIMKONENEH.

Nlep, HeyTOoMMMO nagan BHWM3. Ho BHe3anHO Muly OXBaTMIO oulylleHWe cyacTba. MNpuAaTHoe
Tenj0 PacnpoCTPAHANOCb B €r0 BEPXHEM YacTU TyN0BULLLA U HE MOT HAUYEro APYyroro KPome Kak cuas
KpuyaTb KeHHe. —f caenan aTo ! MpoknATbe, A Nnpasga caenan ato!

Muwa He Mmor noBepwuTb, YTO B CaMOM Ze/Jie OHW MOI/N NPOAO/IKUTbL NyTb. BHe3anHo Bce
TPYAHOCTM Bbinn 3abbITbl, 4O TeX NOP NMOKa TEMHaA MbIC/Ib HE OMPAYnNa ero Becenoe HacTpoeHue.
Po3bIrpbli... ewe nNpeacrtoan posbirpbiw. Y10, ecnm oH He noayyumn 6ol Bpat? OH rnyboKo gblwan,
NbITaACb BbITECHUTb NpubanKatoweeca otyaaHne. OH NpucTanbHO cmoTpen Ha [xkeba, KoTopbi He3
TpyAa nepeasurancs no KaHary.

Bckope nocne 3Toro oH Takke 621aronoy4Ho CToAn PAAOM C HUM U [xkeHHoW. — Cnacnbo, uTto
He Bpocun Hac Ha nNpou3BoA cyabbbl, YyBaK, — Korga [»eb nocTyyan no ero nnaeyvy, OH HEBONbHO
CKPMBUA NLLO.

- Y710 c TOGOWM? - cnpocun xeb. - Tol paHeH?

—Bbl canwkom bbIcTpO cnyckann meHaA. 3To 6bln AOBO/IbHO KECTKMIN yaap. Hago HapeATbes,
4yTo pebpa TO/IbKO yAapeHbl, @ He CN0OMaHbl, — OH MOAHA/ NJIEYN M CHOBA 3axBaTblBatloLWaA AyX 601b
NpoHu3ana ero Teno.

- OX... U3BWMHM, MHEe 04eHb XKasb. Mbl AyManu, 4to y Tebs HENPUATHOCTM U Tbl XO4ellb bbicTpee
cnycKkaTtbcs.
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- Oa, aencreutenobHo. MeHA aTTakoBana BOPOHA, KOTOpaA MEHA NMOYTU CTONKHYAa. Ho npownoe
ecTb npowoe. Ceityac rnaBHoe Bcem nepebpatbca Yepes NponacTb.

OHKM BCe MOBEPHY/IUCb KaK MO KomaHge. Mapu mexagy Tem BMCena Ha KaHate M C TPyAOM
npogsuranaco snepes. CHoBa M CHOBa OHa M3MyYeHHO OCTaHaB/IMBANACb UM MbITaNaCb YKAOHUTLCA
OT rpaZnH, TEM CaMbIM OMACHO pPackauymMBasn KaHar.

JleoH Ha Apyron CTOpoHe YTO-TO peBes, HO 3TO OCTABa/IOCb HEMOHATHbIM, TaK KaKk BeTep u
LUYMHBbIW rpag, 3ariylwanu ero caosa.

Oxxeb n Muwa nogownu K kpato obpbiBa. Mapu NPOCTO OCTaHOBUAACH HA MOMYTMU.

—[lpoKkNATbe, BpEMA NOYTU UCTEK/IO M @ TaM BCe elle OCTaeTcA Tpoe YyenoseK. Mapu A0oMKHa
nonstn ganowe. N npamo ceityac, — 6ecnokomnncsa Muwa.

- Mapwu! - KpukHyn [keb.

—YT10? — *anobHo goHecnocb ob6paTHO.

—Mon3u Bnepea. Aasaii, gencteyi! Tebe HyXKHO NOTOPONUTLCA.

- 1 bonbLue He mory.

- KoHeuyHo Tbl moXewwb. [laBai, oaHa pyKa 3a Apyroi. 3akpow rnasa. OcTanbHbIe KAYT.

- fl HeHaBUXKy TeBA M A HEHaBMXKY 3TOT AEPbMOBbIA KaHaT M 3Ty AepbMOBYI nponactb. Ha
CaMOM ZleNe A HEHaBUKY BCE B 3TOM AEPbMOBOM MUpE.

Muwa eaBa CMOr caep*KaTb yNblOKy. [axe [)KeHHa pAAOM C HAM 3acmesnnach. KTo ewe mor Tak
4yepTbIXaTbCA, ONnpeaeneHHo ewe 06nafan AOCTaTOYHbIM KOJIMYECTBOM CUAbI.

OHM BHMMATENBbHO Habnogann Kak Mapu nepectaBuia PyKy Janblle MO KaHaTy U
nepegBuHynacb ewe HemHoro Bnepea. [locnepgoBana Apyras pyka. XotAa Moapu Bce ewe
nepegBuranacb Y»acHO MeAJ/IEHHO, HO OHa BolW/a B pUTM. Bo BCAKOM cny4yae, AecATb 6€CKOHEYHO
ANIMHHBIX MUHYT CNYCTA OHA TaKXe OKa3anacb Ha Apyroi ctopoHe. MNocne Toro Kak [Jxeb BbiTawmn ee
HaBepX, OHa CpPa3y e OnycTUAacb Ha No.

—TMouenynTte BCce MeHsA B 3aZHWLY, — PYyrasacb OHa M NPUKPbIIA FON0BY PyKamu OT rpaja.

Tonbko HemHOro nose KaTW TakKe cnpaBunacb C nepecevyeHuem yuwenba. Korga [keb
nNpeanoXun en pyky, 4Tobbl NOAHATb HaBepX, OHa MpeHebpeXMTeNbHO NOKavana rososoi. JleoH
TakKe ObICTPO nocnepoBan 3a Hel. Koraa OH BCTan pAgOM C OCTaslbHbIMKM, BCE MepenosiHEHHble
HaZeaol CMoTpenn Ha TuaHa, KOTOPbIN He ABWUraicA M TONbKO HEMOABMMKHO TapaluAa rnasa Ha
KaHaT.

- Y10 € HUM cnyumnnocbk? - cnpocun [keb B Kpyr. - [loyemy OH He neseT?

HeT oTBeTa. lBymAa MUHyTamum nosxe TUaH He NPOABUHY/ICA BCE eLLe HM HA CAHTUMETP.

[xeb cnoxunn pyku TpybKom.

- Tnan!

HuKkakol peakumu.

- Y70 c TO6OM Npounsowno? [lasan cenyac!

Hwuuero.

- OH Teb6A He cnbIwuT, - ckasan JleoH.

3aTeM OHW yBMAENU, KaK a3MaTCKMIK OHOWA BHe3anHO B34pOrHyn. losepHyn ronosy U
NMOCMOTPEN Ha ropu3oHT no3agun ceba.Muwa poraabiBanca, YTo UX NpecnefoBaTeny AOMKHO 6biTb
6binnM coBcem 6nM3K0. TMaH Kas3asnocb, HAaKOHEL, NpPeogones CBOK HemnoABWUKHOCTb. OH B3rNsAHYA
OAMH pa3s B He6O, BbITEP INLO, NOAOLIEN K KPAK0 U HEPELUUTENIbHO CXBAaTWU/ICA 3@ KaHAT. MrHoBeHMeM
No3)Ke ero HorM NOBMUCAN B BO34YXE, 3aTEM OH BbICOKO 3aKMHY HOTM U HaYan NoN3Ty.

Mwuwa BblAOXHYA, 3aA€PKAHHbIM BO3AYX.

TuaH BMUCeN Ha KaHaTe U 60A/iCA TaK CUIbHO, KaK HUKOTAa paHblUe B ero XU3Hu. B ero ronose
BO3HWKAAM obpasbl. O6pasbl, KoTopble ero nyraauv. Ero pykM Ha KaHaTe pacn/ibiBasncb nepea
rnasamMu, Tenepb OH BUAEN TO/IbKO NaHAWadT U30 Nbaa M YePHbIX pyMH. CHer, KOTopbI rpomMo3auca
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KaK rpA3HbIA XONIM U3 Nenia Ha Kpato Joporu. Bmecte ¢ BUAEHUAMU NPOHUKAN M 3BYKWU. OH cabiwan
llapKaolWwme wWwark nosaam cebsa, Xpunablid fak ronogHbix cobak. B Hem nogHMmanacb naHuKa.
TonbKo OogHa MbIC/b 3aB/laZleNa ero AyXxOM — eMy HaKOHEeL-TO HYXHO ynTu oTctoga. Kakmm-T1o
obpasom npoub oTcloAaa.

Ho oH 3Han, ecnmn 6bl OTOpBaN CBOM ApOXKalLMe PYKM OT KaHaTa, BCe 3aKOHYMNocCb bbl. K Tomy
e NoAyNn CUNbHbIN BeTep, KOTOPbIM CHOBA M CHOBa packayMBan KaHaT. Ero 6pocano 1o B x0n04, 70 B
’ap. CHOBa M CHOBa OTAENbHble KYCKM NibAa BPe3aNnCb eMy B INLO KaK Uronku. [bixaHue 6bino
NPepbIBUCTbIM, @ B FO10BE MYy/IbCMPOBaa TONbKO OAHA MbIC/b.

A copsycb.

M Torpa HaBcerga oCTaHyCb B 3TOM MUpeE.

BeTep urpan c KaHaTOM, pacKkauymBas ero CHa4yan0 Mea/IeHHO Ty4a U croaa.

3atem cubHee.

970 6bIN10 TONBKO BONPOC BPEMEHU, KOTAa PYKM TMaHa COCKONb3HY M Obl.

Oxxeb pactepsHHO cmoTpen Ha TuaHa, KOoTopbi Gonblle He nepeasBuranca, a HenoABUXKHO
BMCEN Ha KaHare.

Mo ero oueneHeBLEMY, CYA0OPOKHOMY MNONOXKEHMIO Tena Keb Mor NOHATb, YTO A0NKHO ObiTb
TuaH cTpalHo 6oanca.

[xkeHHa 1 Mapu Hayanu KpmyaTtb. Mulwa u JleoH TakKe noabaapusanm TnaHa, Noa3TH gasblie.
CHayana [)keb He NPOM3HOCUA HWU C/IOBA, HO 3aTEM 3HEPIMYHO OTKALWAAACA U NPUCOEAUHUACA K UX
npu3biBam. Pa3Be Ha Apyroi CTOPOHE yLenba He ABUHY/IOCb YTO-TO?

Bce B3rnagbl 66111 NPUKOBAHLI K a3maTy

Mpy 3TOM HUKTO He 3amMeTuN Kak KaTu oTgenunacb OT rpynnbl M NPOKPanacb 3a CKany, Ha
KOTOpOWM 6bla 3aKpenaeH KaHarT.

lpaf NpeKkpaTUACA TaK *Ke BbICTPo, Kak U Havanca. Tenepb KPUKM OCTasibHbIX AOHOCUMAUCL [0
ywer TuaHa. OHK 3ByY4anun B3BOJIHOBAHO, Kak byaTo xotenu npeaynpeamntob ero. OH NnocMoTpen Hasas
Ha NOKWMHYTYIO CTOPOHY yLenbA. M OHW yXKe XKAanu ero Tam ¢ HeTepneHmem. MNpuspayHoro snga ms
€ro CMyTHbIX BUAEHWUI 3aHAAM NnaTo nepen ywenbem. OHW Bbirnagenu euwe 6onee y»KacHo, Yem
HECKO/JIbKO CeKyHJ, Ha3ag B ero rosnose: Ha Hero cmoTpenu nyctble rnasa, ee ogexpaa 6Obina
pa3opBaHa, a UX CKpyYeHHble Tena bblaM NOKPbITbl CNoem nenna. TMaH Cpasy *Ke O4YHY/ICA OT CBOEeM
HEenoABUXHOCTW.

OH Hayan nocnewHo ABuratbcA Bneped. Ecan 6bino 4To-TO, Yero oH M 6oanca Gonblue yem
NPONacTK, Tak 3Ta MbIC/Ib MOMNACTb B PYKM K STUM MOHCTPaM.

MoxanyiicTa, He Hazo. MNowaan meHxs.

Ero pyku 6bICTpO NepeKknapiBannCh Bnepes u SHEPrmyHO CHUMANCH.

OHM He nonyumnam 6bl ero. Ho BHE3aNHO KaHaT AporHya. 3atem ocnaben B ero pykax. Ero pyku
CXBAaTUAW MYCTOTY.

Kak pa3 Torga, Korga oH Obll rOTOB CpaXKaTbCA 3@ *KWM3Hb, BHE3aNHO OblAM pa3pylleHbl Bce
Hagexapbl. TuaH 6ogpcTBOBan Kak HUKorga. OH copsasncaA. Kak B 3ameasieHHOM TeMIME OH BUAEN KaK K
Hemy npubaunkanocb gHO ywenba. Ero mbican noHecamcb K Cuy, urpatoweir B CONHEYHbIN AeHb,
CUAOLWaNA yIbIOKa y Hee Ha nLLe, B ee Kapux rnasax, Koraa oHa 3aMeTuna ero.

"Cenyac s 6yay c Toboit, — nogyman oH. — M A HUKOrAa cHOBa He ocTasato Tebsa ogHy."

Cuy.

Bce npowusowno cavwKom 6bicTpo. Mapu Habntogana, Kak yepes yulesnbe yepes OTBEpPCTUE
pacnpocTpaHseTca cBeT. bonblwas TeHb obocHoOBanacb Ha APYyroM cTopoHe yuwenbs. E 6bi10
M3BECTHO, YTO €ee Aylla CMelWBajacb peasbHble BUAEHUAMW C BUAEHMAMM M3 npownoro. Ee
OXBaTbIBa/sla NaHWKa. Y1o 310 6b110? KaK pas Koraa oHa Aymana, 4to 3ameTuT 6osblie nogpobHocTel,
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FTPOMKMI LLENYOK pa3ganca no3aam Hee. YTo-To 06BUAOCH BOKPYr €e HOr M KNS YHOCKUIOCh Yepes
Kpaw yLLenba n ncyesno.

OHa cpa3sy noHsia: KaHat 6bin nopBaH

OHM uCKana rnaszamu TuaHa, KOTOPbLIN KA3anoCb HAa AONHK0 CEeKyHAbl 3aBUC Ha MPOMNAcTblo,
npexae Yem ynactb Ha gHo. OH Kpuyan.

3atem OH ucyes.

Mponactb nornotuna ero.

B To Bpemsa Kak [xeHHa, [keb, JleoH n Muwa nobexanu Bnepes n yctaBuanch B rnybb, Mapu
OCTaBanacb NOTPACEHHO CTOATh.

OHa noBepHyna ronosy.

K3Th Bbiwna M3-3a cKasibl, Ha KOTOPOM Obl 3aKpenieH KaHaT. B ee pyke 4To-To 61ecHyno. Hox.

Mapun npmnKoBaHO cmoTpena Ha KaTu, KoTopasa paBHOAYLHO OTBETM/IA HA ee B3rna4, U NiaBHbIM
ABUXKeHMEM ybpana HOX B KApMaH KypTKMU.

Tbl nepepesana KaHat. Tol ybuna TuaHa.

Mspu mcnyranacb. Katn 6bina cnocobHa Ha Bce. OHa elle paHblle goKasana, YTo He 3Hana
HMKaKUX COMHEHWI U COYYBCTBUIA.

"A nonXKHa cKasaTb OCTa/ibHbIM O TOM, YTO caenana Katun."

Mapu Kak pa3 noBepHynach, Korga Katu ctoana npamo nepeg Hell. Ee 3eneHble rnasa cysnamnch
00 TOHKMX pa3pe3oB, KOTOPble 3aCTaBMAM OKaMeHeTb BCE KpacmBoe nnuo. Tak OHa Kasasiacb cama
coboit, 4To M3pu He Hawna 6onblle ANA 3TOro C/I0B MU Ha MIHOBEHME 3aJeprKana gbixaHue. KaTtn
HaKNoOHWANACb BNepea, MATKO nNornagunaa nanbuem Mapum no weke BHU3 40 LWEN K 3aTeM NOMNepeK.

3aTem 6e3 cnoB K3t pa3BepHynacb Ha Kabsykax M NoL/ia K OCTa/ibHbIM Ha Kpato yLenbs.
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I'maBa 31

Pot [eHHbl nepecox. lNepecox ewe cuabHee, Yem 1 6€3 Toro, 3a HECKOJIbKO NocaeaHUX 4acoB
OHa He caenana Hu rnoTka Boabl. OHa 3anyTasnacb, HE MOraa NOMMaTb HXU OAHOM ACHOM MbICAN.

Ee ronosa 6bina CNOBHO BblYMLLEHA HAYUCTO.

TwnaH mepTs.

Kak Takoe morKeT 6bITb? MNoyemy KaHaT obopBanca? [)KeHHa 4yBCTBOBaA/1a, KaK Mo WeKe b6exut
cnesa.

Psgom c Hel TMxo 3acToHan Muwa.

— OHM NpUBANKAIOTCA, — CKa3an OH eABa C/bIWHO.

[)XeHHa nogHAna rnasa. [lpyraa cTOpoHa yuwenbsa mepuana B Tycknom ceete. OHa obHapyKuna
burypeol, KonowmsLKMeca Kpyrom n obbiCKMBarowme ropHoe naato. Ho NoTom oHa yBuAena elle YTo-
TO. YT0-TO, Yero bbITb HE MOT/I0, HE AOJI}KHO ObIN0 ObITb.

OpgHa 13 duryp BbiNpAMUAACL U NOCMOTPeNa Ha Hee. JAMHHbIE, CBET/ble U FPA3HbIE BONOCHI
pa3BeBa/IMCb Ha BETPY, 0b6pamnsa y3Koe, HeBbIpa3UTeIbHOE NLLO.

[)KeHHa ocTaBanacb 6€3M0/IBHOM, HO BHYTPU Hee BCe 3aKpMYano, KOraa OHa y3Hana AeBYLUKY,
KOTOpasA NPUCTaNbHO YCTaBMIaCb Ha Hee C APYroi CTOPOHbI NponacTy. ApoxKawmnmm nanbLuamm oHa
yKasasia Ha ApYyryt CTOPOHY Yylenba W OTCTynuaa Hasag. dxeb npocneaun 3a ee B3rnagom u
B3aporHyn. OHa ycabiwana, Kak JlIeoH TMXO Bblpyraaca pagom ¢ Hell — oHa cebe pgarke He morna
Takoro BoobpasnThb.

Opyras pesylwka Bbirnagena 6neaHoi, Kakoh-To 6e3)KM3HeHHOW. Ho He 6blo HMKaKoro
COMHEHMA: 3Ta AEeBYLIKa Bbiriagena Kak oHa. Kak 6a1egHoe oTpa)keHWe B 3epKane ee CamMoOW, OHa
ABuranacb K 6esgHe. J/IMLO HUYEro He BblpaKaso, AaxKe He O6bl10 0COOEHHON pelmMMOoCcTH, Koraa oHa
HaKNOHWMNACb 33 KaHAaTOM, KOTOpPbIM BCe elle bbin NpuKpenneH K ckane. OHa napy pas noTaHyAa 3a
Hero, 3aTem Hayda/sia 6bICTPbIMU ABUKEHMAMM CNYCKATbCA NO KaHaTy B F1yOuHY.

[XeHHa ncnyraHHo BCKPMKHYAa, Korga [xeb BHe3anHO AOTPOHYACA A0 ee naeva.

— MbI 0MKHbI BbIOMpaTbCA oTctogal — XpMnao ckasan oH.

Kak orayweHHana, [xeHHa OTBepHyAnacb OT NPonacTm U NocmoTpena Ha Hero. Muwa, Mapu,
K3t 1 JleoH cTosnM BCEro B HECKO/IbKMX MeTpax, MPAMO Nepes, BCe ele CUAbHO MYNbCUPYHOLLNMMMU
BpaTamm.

OxeHa meanunna. OHa He xoTesla BCTPEYaATbCA C 3TOM AEBYLIKOMN M BCE PaBHO HE MOr/aa NPOCTO
TaK OCTaBUTb ee No3aau.

KTo oHa? MNoyemy OHa BbIriA4eNa TakK e, Kak M OHa?

[JXeHHa c HeoxoTol no3sonuna [xeby Tawmtb ee 3a cobon. Ee aywa 6blia CNoOBHO
ofypMaHeHHOW. TONbKO KOraa OHa yBuaena, uto JIeoH HanpaBuACA NPAMO K OAHMM M3 BpPaT, OHA
CHOBa npuwna B cebs.

OHK 6binn B 60osbWIOM onacHocTM! OHM AONXKHbBI MATU fanblue, HE3aBUCMMO OT TOrO, YTO UX
AET Ha ApYyron CTOpoHe, He3aBMCMMO OT TOFO, O3HayanuM 3TU BpaTa CnaceHue Mau ewe 60nbLyHo
OnacHocTb. HeT, oHa He xoTena 3HaTb, Kem Oblfla 3Ta AeBYLUKa, B AaHHbIA MOMEHT CryCcKanatoLlaaca
Mo KaHaTy BHU3.

OcTanbHble MeXay TeM BbICTPOMIUCL Mepes BpaTaMW U CMOTPESN Ha CTAaHOBALLYHOCA BCE
WHTEHCUBHEE NYNbCaLMUIO.

— Y70 Ham genatb Tenepb? — cnpocun Muwa. — MNpocTo Tak nepentn? A He [OBEPAID 3TUM
LUTYKaM.

JleoH cxBaTun proK3ak TuaHa M 6pocun ero yepes mepuarolee Konblo. OAHAKO OHW Gbian
pa3o4apoBaHHbl B CBOMX OXMAAHUAX. He Npomn30LWA0 HUKAKOM IHEPTreTUYECKOM BCMbIWKKN, HUKAKMX
LYMOB W/IN elle Yero-To TaKoro, YTo NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAN0 Obl, YUTO HEM3BECTHble cubl paboTatoT.
PIOK3aK NpOCTO OTpe3B/AIOLLE HENIOBKO WWAEMNHY/ICA HA 3eMLO C APYro CTOPOHBI.
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— Kak 3T1 wrtyku Boobule paboTtatot? — cnpocnn Muwa.

— BO3MOXHO, OHM pearnpyroT TONbKO Ha YTO-TO XMBOe? — npegnonoxunna Mapu.

— Bo3amorkHO, — ckasan JleoH. OH BbITAHYAN BRepes npaByto pyKy. [1po3payHoe sHepreTnyeckoe
none BHYTPW BpaT MOLWIJO BOJIHAMM OT €ro NPUKOCHOBEHUSA. KaK ecin Obl KTO-TO KUHY/T KaMeHb B
03epo, B TOYHOCTM TaK Ke pyKa JleoHa ncyesna nog 3epKasibHOM NOBEPXHOCTbIO. BCKOpe OH BbITAWMA
ee Hasaj M BCe CTasio Kak paHblwe. Konbuo ny/ibCUPOBANO U IHEPreTM4ecKkoe Mnosie CHOBA CTano
HEBUAMMBbIM. JIeOH MNAIOTHO NPUXKAN PYKY K rnasam.

— CTpaHHO, — npobopmoTan oH.

— Y707 - cnpocuna Mapwu.

— bbln0 cTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO, KOrga A MPOCYHYA TyAad PYKY, HO elle CTpaHHee TOT GaKT, YTO Ha
APYrov CTOpoHe XoNno4HO. [IoTPOHbLCA A0 MOEN PyKKU, — MPeanoKua oH Mapu.

M3pu NPUKOCHYNACh K €ro nanbLy.

— JelictBuTenbHoO. JleaaHoi. KaK 3To TaK MOKeT ObITb?

Hu y Koro He 6bln10 oTBETa.

— W yuto Tenepb Aenatb? — cnpocuna [KeHHa y pacTepsAHHOM rpynnbl.

JleoH nocmoTpen Ha Hee.

—To, 4yTOo Ham nopy4veHo. Mbl ngem 4yepes BpaTa.

O4HUM-e4UHCTBEHHBIM ObICTPbIM M NMI@aBHbIM ABUMEHMEM OH pPa3BEPHYACA M MpPbITHYN B
nopran...

... M ncyes. TaK }Ke Kak 1 BpaTa, Yepes KOTopble OH npoLien.

Kak n octanbHble, [JKeHHA yOMBNEHHO CMOTpPEsia Ha MeCTO, Ha KOTOPOM TONbKO YTO CTOAN
noptan. OcTasbHble NATb BpPAT Hayanu GECnOKOMHO BCMbIXMBATb. BpemeHW 0CTaBasiocb C/AMULLIKOM
mano. [I)KeHHa nogowna K ogHMm 13 BpaTt. Muwa, xkeb, Katn n Mapu TakKe.

[KeHHa rnyboKo B340xHYNa, MOTOM 3aKpbina rnasa u caenana 60ablwon war ...

... B Apyron mup.
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KHUT'A BTOPAA

I'maBa 32

Korga Mapu oTKpbisia rnasa, TO BOKPYr Hee BCE M3MEHWNOCb. TO/IbKO YTO ele oHa 6bina B
XapKomMm naHAawadTe MAMKUX TOHOB, TaKUX KaK XEenTbll, KOPUYHEBbLIN, CEPbIN U OXPOBbLIN, B
HACTOALLNI e MOMEHT rocnoacTBoBanM Besbli, cepblii M YepHbIN LBeTa.

M 6b110 x0noaHo.

OuyeHb X0NnoAaHo.

NepAHoM BeTEP FOHAN CHEXMHKMW, KOTOPbIE N0XKUANCL Ha ee BONOCHI U Tas/IN Ha NnLE.

Maxno nenaom n CMepTbHo.

Mynbc Mapu beweHo yckopuaca. OHa eaBa M MOr/la BUAETb Ha PacCTOAHMU TPeX METPOB,
HaCTONIbKO MAOTHbIM Obln CHeronad. Teno ApoXKano OT X0104a, PYKM OKOYEHEeNu, XoTa OHa CToANa
3[1eCb BCEro HECKO/IbKO MUHYT. OHa NoBepHyNach K BpaTam, HO OHU UCHE3NMN.

Mapu caenana oauH Lwwar snepes U easa He CNoTKHynacb. [log ee HOramu CTOAA PHOK3aK,
MOXOXWNI Ha TOT, KOTOPbIM OHA Hecna Ha CNKWHe, TONbKO OH Obln HAabUT TyKe. OHa NoATAHYNA ero K
cebe n noaHsana. OH 6bin TAXKeNbl. ToTHac Ke y Hee NPpoMeNbKHYNa Mbic/b O eae. Beab nocneaHue
HECKO/IbKO [HEN OHM KEeBanM TOMbKO CTapbl KYCOK CYLIEHOrO MsiCa U €e Kenygok ropen ot
roON04HOM KaZHOCTH.

e e ocTanbHble?

Oxxeb, Muwa, [IxkeHHa, J/leoH, Aa, CO6CTBEHHO, OHa cenyac nopagoBanack b6bl garke Katu. Jaxke
KOr4a OHa HECKO/IbKO pa3 NOBEepHYAacb BOKPYF CBOEN OCU, TO HE 3aMETMU/Ia HUKOTO U3 HUX.

OHa BbIKPUKHY/Ia UX UMEHa. Bce rpomue n rpomuye Kpuyana Mapu B KpyrKallytocs 6enyio mray,
HO OTBEeTa He 6blno. M UTo Tenepb OHa A0/IXKHA AenaTh?

McKaTb ocTasibHbIX? Kakoe HanpaBaeHue el BbibpaTtb?

HeT, nyyle ocTtaBaTbCA HA MECTe U HaAEeATbCA, YTO OHM HaMAyT ee. TaK }Ke, B KOHLE KOHL0B,
NPOWU30LLJIO B CTEMM.

Bbino oyeHb xonogHo. OHa 0b6A3aTeNbHO A0/KHA HalTu ybexuule. Mpuulypus rnasa ms-3a
npoHusbiBaloLero BeTpa, Maspu ocmoTpeniacb U obHapyxkuna 6onblylo 6ecdOpPMEHHYI0 TeHb,
KOTopas BblKpuUcTanausmMposanacb M3 benoro ugeta. [lom. CreHbl 13 KamHeln. OHa BCKPUKHY/a OT
PagoCTU U NepeKnHya BTOPOM PIHOK3aK Yepes MJIeyo, Npexkae Yem TAXKENO0 NOTalMTbCA CKBO3b CHET.

3paHuMe cTaHOBU/IOCH Bee 6oJiblie, Noka Mapu He cmoria OTMETUTb, YTO OHO NPOCTUPANOCh A0
Heba, 3anosnHeHHoro obnakamu. Ha pacage Haa Bxoaom 6bina ycraHoBAeHa Tabamuka ¢ byksamu P O
TSDAMERPLATZARKADEN. (toprosbit LeHTp B bepanHe) Bxog coctoan n3 npospayHom
CTeHbl C OTBEpCTUEM Ana ABepu, KoTopas Mapu bbina ntobonbiTHa. MaTepman 6bin Npo3payvyeH Kak
BO/Ja, HO TBEPAbIN, KaK KAMEHb.

CTek/10, BCMOMHM/IAa OHa K 3TOMY onpeaeneHune. 3aTemM B3anacb 3a /IeAsHYI0 METaNINYECKYIO
PYYKy ABEpPU U NoTAHyANA. [lBepb 3ackpunena n Mapu npuwIocb OToABUIraTb HOFOM CHEr A0 TeX nop,
NMoKa He NoABMIACH LWEeNb, B KOTOPYIO OHA MNPOCKO/Ib3HYa.

BHyTpn ee HaKpblna benecaa TemHoTa. J/IMWb HEMHOro CBeTa NPOHWKANO CKBO3b pasbuToe
OKHO. OHa Haxoaunacb B OONbWIOM 3a7e C  HECKO/JIbKMMW 3TaxaMK, Ha KOTOpPbIX CTOAN0
6ecuyncneHHOe KONMYECTBO CTOJIOB, OKPYMKEHHbIX COMMKEHHbIMW WAWN WCTAEBLUMMW OCTaHKaMM
ofexabl. MeTannuMyeckme KapKacbl W rpA3Hble KyKabl (MaHeKeHbl) pa3sMepom C 4YesloBekKa
npeseHToBaNM elle H60nblue KYCKOB TKaHW, MO KOTOPbIM e4Ba MOXHO A0ragathbcs, YTO OHW B CBOE
Bpema n3 cebs npeacrasnanu. NMoka Mapu Hacnaxaanacb 6e3peTpuem, a ee OKOYEHEBLUME Nanblbl
OTOrpeBa/INCb, OHAa MOHANA, YTO HAXOAUTCA B MarasuHe ogexabl. MICTOYHMK 3TOro 3HaHKUA 6bin Ana
Hee 3aragkoi, HO OHa He COMHeBasacb B 3TOM HU CeKyHAbl. Jlloan 3a4ecb paHblue Nokynanu. Mapu
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nocmoTpena Ha cebsa. Belun, B KOTOpbIX OHa Obina, bblI HanaeHbl B nocnegHem mupe. U Ha aToT pas
OHa obHapyKunna prok3ak. Kak 6yaTo KTO-TO NPpUroTOBUA €ro AnAa Hee.

OHa c nobonbITCTBOM OTKpPbIZIa HOBYHO CYMKY M nopbliach B Bewax. Boaa, naék eabl, a Takxke
ogexpaa. Mapu c 6narogapHOCTbIO HaTAHY/a Ha ceba Tennbii cBMTEp. 3aTem OHa Hadena TOACTYH
KYPTKY, LWAMNKy WU nepyaTki. HakoHeL-To ell cTasio HEMHOTO Tennee.

Tonbko Tenepb OHa cxBaTuNa BYTbINAKY U cTana NUTb 6ONbLWMMU, }KaZHbIMU TNOTKAMK. BaneHoe
MACO M xneb OHa OCTaBMNA HETPOHYTbIMKU. [10ECTb OHA MOMKET NO3}Ke, Korga HangeT ocTasbHbIX. OHa
KaK pa3 3annxmBa/ia BELLM B PIOK3aK, KOrga ee Hanyran Wwym.

NeoH, Oxeb, Katn, Muwa un [I)KeHHa CTOAAM BCEro B HECKOJIbKMX MeTpax Apyr OoT Apyra B
KpyKawemcs 6enom csete. JlegAaHoi BeTep rHan NAOTHble CHeXHble obnaka. OHWM Bce Hawau
PHOK3aKW U Hagenu HOoBble BellM, NO3TOMY He 6blnn 6e33alnTHbIMK Nepen Norogoi. 3akyTaHHble B
TONCTblE KYPTKKU, OHU TAXKENOo nepebunpanm XonogHbIMM HOFraMM U MONYa CMOTPENN APYT Ha Apyra.

[XeHHa oTpearMpoBana nepsBo 1 NnoBepHynachk K [eby. Ee mexoByto WankKy, M3-noj KoTopom
BbIr1A4bIBAIN €€ CBET/Ible BONOCHI, ObICTPO 3aHECNO CHETOM.

— Y3Haelwb AU Tbl YTO-HMOYAL? [Ae MbI? — cnpocMAaa OHa.

[xeb noxkan nnevyamu.

— [MoHATMA He nMeto. Al 3HAK TO/bKO, YTO 34EeChb YEPTOBCKM XOA04HO.

—l'ne, cobcTBeHHO roBops, Mapu?

OH BOBCE HE 3aMeTWUA, YTO OHA OTCYTCTBOBAAA.

— OHa gonrkHa rae-T1o 6bITb.

[xeb Cnoxun pyku pynopom 1 nossan ee, Ho oTBeTa He 6bis10.

— MNoyemy OHa He noABMAacCb BMecCTe C Hamn? — [KeHHa OoCMOTpenacb, HO M3-3a NJAOTHOrO
cHeronaga 6blno TAXKeNo YTo-1Mbo pacnosHaTh.

K3t u Muwa npmncoeanHUAnCh K Hell. Bckope 3a HUMu nocnegosan JleoH.

— Mapu 3gecb HeT, — nog4yepkHyn Muwa.

KaTn Hamopuiuna nob.

— 3710 nnoxo nonaxmeaet! Mapu ncyesna, HO Mbl HaWN HOBYIO oZeXKay. TOT, KTO CTOUT 3a BCeM
3TUM, XO4eT BUAETb, KaK Mbl YMUPAEM, OA4HAKO, OH He Xo4eT, YTob6 Mbl 3amep3nn. Bol He HaxoguTe
3TO CTpPaHHbIM?

[xxeb nocmoTpen B ee 3eneHble rnasa.

— C Tex Nop KaK A NpoCHy/cA B cTenw, A 60/blue HUYEeMy He YAMUBAAOChH.

— Tbl y)ke npoBepwuA, ecTb I HOBAA 3anuMcKa? — cnpocnn Muwa. — Hac Bce elle npecneaytot?

— HeT, Tam He 6b110 HOBOW 3aNUCKK. YTO, BEPOATHO, O3HAYAET, YTO BCE HAYMHAETCA CHOBA.

— Tbl Nnonaraewb, YTO 3TV AyLIEBbICACHIBAOLLME OXOTATCA Ha HAac M B 3TOM mupe? — Muwa,
HaxMypuBLUNCb, CMOTpen Ha xkeba.

— Y HUX, N0 KpanHelh mepe, He Obl/IO BpaT, YEpPE3 KOTOPbIE OHW MOT/IN Bbl NepenTn. Tak YTo 5
HaZelCb, Mbl HaxoaMmcA B 6e30MacHOCTU.

— fl He 3Halo, Y MeHA AEeNCTBUTENIbHO CTPaHHOEe YyBCTBO. Ha paBHWHE A0 Kapbl BCe 6bI10 Tak
TMXO M CMOKOMHO, TOJIbKO HallM NpecnesoBaTesiv Ka3aamcb ONacHbIMU.

— Tbl nonaraewsb, 4TO TeNepb caMma cpea CTana HawKum Bparom?

Mwuwa KnBHyA.

— Takoe BO3MOXHO, nnn?

— 31, ntoan, — nepebuna nx [eHHa. — TyT }KYTKO X0N04HO, HAM HYMKHO yberullie n ogHoro us
Hac He xBaTaeT. Mbl moxem 0b6cyanTb 3TO no3xe. [asaiite nouwem Mapu, a NOTOM, KaK MOXKHO
CKopee pa3Begem oroHb. Kpome Toro, A 6€3ymHo rosiogHa

— [lymaelb, C Hel YTo-TO C/Iy4MAOCh? — cnpocun JIeoH, KOTOPbIM B 3TO Bpema 6poama B3rnsgom
Mo ropoACKOMY YLIENbIO.
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[xxeb He oTBeTMN emy. OH He xOTen npegnonaraTb Xygllee.

— Mbl pasgenumcsa. Kaxkaplit NOAy4YUT y4acTOK, KOTOPbIA OH OCMOTPUT. CMOTpUTE Ha 3eM/to, B
CHEr, 1 BO3MOHO, Mbl 0B6HapyKMm ee cnegpl.

OH Ha3Ban KaxkAoro no MMeHM 1 yKa3a/l COOTBETCTBYIOLee HanpasaeHue.

— IJTO Ke nycTas Tpata BpemeHu! A He Aymato, TO Mbl Halgem ee B TaKylo MeTenb, —
HEeBO3MYTMMO CKa3asa Katu, Kak 6yATo OHa AaBHO cMUpUIAck € ucyesHoBeHnem Mapwu.

[xeb ee npourHopumposan.

— BcTpeyaemca Ha aTom Ke camom mecte. Hago nomeTuTb 3Ty TOUKy. OCTaBMM PIOK3aKKU 34€eCb.
Ecnn He Hallgem Mapu, TO A0KHbI 064yMaTh, KAk Ham AeNCTBOBATb AaJiblUe.

— Compadre (c ucn. npuaTtenb), A 60/blue He OCTaBAO CBOE CHapsAXKeHue. Tbl He NOMHMULb, YTO
NPOM30LLJIO B NOCAeAHUI pa3? — oTBeTM/ JIEOH C NpUNoaHATbIMM BPOBSAMM N 3aKUHYA Ha MJIEYO CBOM
PHOK3aK.

— Xopouwo, Tbl Npas. Mbl BCTpevyaemcs nepes 3TMM NOA3EMHbIM NEPEXOAOM MO Ty CTOPOHY, —
OH YKasan Ha Apyryto CTOPOHY yauubl U YOUBUACA, KaK OH cMmor nogobpaTb npaBuabHble CNOBa ANS
HOBOIA OKPECTHOCTMU.

— Kakas onacHocTb 3aecb Hac byaeT »Kaatb? — [)KeHHa HeyBepeHHO ocmoTpenacb. bosblue
BCEro oHa xoTesa, YTobbl pyKa [keba nerna Ha ee naeyun, n oH noobelan, YTo 3Ta CTPAHHAA UCTOPUA
3aKOHYMTCA. HO 3TV cnoBa Tak U He COLL/IN C ero YCT.

BmecTto atoro J/leoH oTBeTunA:

— Tak, Kpome 3TOro YepPTOBOro X0N043 BCE KAaXKETCA CNOKOMHbIM. 346Cb HUKTO HE *KUBET.

OHM ocmoTpenncb. Bbtora ytuxna M MoXKHO 6bl10 BbICMOTPETb B HeNn3HE TONbKO BbICOKME
pacnnbiBYyaTbie 34aHMA. KOHCTPYKUMKN M3 cTanu 1 6eToHa. [)keb 60TMHKOM CABUHYAN CHEr B CTOPOHY.
Moa HUM noasmAaca cepblt acdanbT.

Ynuya, nogyman oH. 3mo yauya u 3Hayum, mMel HAX00UuMcsA 8 eopode. 3Ha4yum, 30ecb 00/H(HbI
UMb 100U, HO 8Ce KaK 8bimepsu. loyemy?

YT10-TO 34€6Ch Npom3sowno. BonHa? B ntobom cnydae 3gechk 6b1am Ntoan, KOTOpbIE yXKe A0aroe
Bpems He Hacensnu 3ToT ropos. Ho BneyatneHne MoXKeT ObiTb SI0XKHbIM. IM He ocTaeTca gpyroro
BbIOOpPA, KaK HalTW 3Be34y, NOC/Ne0BaTb 33 HEl U BbIXKUTD.

38e30a! Kak mbl 0omicHbl ee cHosa Halimu? B amom 6esom ady 38e30a euje HeGoCMUIUMeEE,
yem npexoe.

[xxeb 3arnaHyn B anua agpyrux. Bce nponssoanaun snevatnieHne yrHeTEHHOE M NOLABNEHHOE,
BO3MOXHO, OHWN nctoweHbl. OH BCNMOMHWA TWaHa U ero NonbITKY 0A406peHUs B necy... Ka3anocb, 3T0
6b1N10 Uenyto BEeYHOCTb Ha3aga,. lMpowam Tpu coBepLeHHO HepeanbHbIX AHA, KOTopble TUaHy cTonam
XU3HU. Ero cMepTb NoAapuna *KU3HU UM.

— pe 3Be3ga? — B 3TOT MOMeHT crnpocmia Katn. — A ee He BMXKY. — OHa AMKO NoBepHynacb
Kpyrom. — Kak BoobLe B TaKyto NOroay ee MOXKHO HaliTK Ha Hebe?

— Korga npekpatuT nagatb CHer, Torga Mbl CHOBa ee yBuAaMM, — npopbldan [Axxeb. Katn nmena
HACTOALLMI TaNaHT PYLUNTb BCAKYIO HAaOEXAay.

Ewe He xeamaso, Yymobbl Kamu ceena Hac ¢ yma.

— CKaXkm MHe, 4YTo y Tebs B Bo/I0cax? ITo NoBA3Ka Ha 106 TnaHa? — [xkeb HMKOraa He cablwan,
yTo6bl MuLwa 6bin owenomneH.

O yem OH roBopuT?

— Hy n pybawkKka 6blna mona, Tak YTO OHA MPUHAANEXUT MHe. He ymHuuali! TuaHy ceituyac
60/1bllie HAYEro HE HYKHO.

Bblno noHATHO, 4To KaTn oTpearmpyert Bbi3biBatoLle. AxKeby 3To 6b1710 4OCTATOUHO.

— MonaemTe, — KpaTKO CKOMaHA0BaA OH M NOLWES, NPeXAe Yem KTO-1Mbo CMOr OTBETUTD.
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Mocne Toro Kak oHW pasgennnncb, Katu 6bICTPEHbKO CKpbINAch M3 BUAY OCTasbHbIX. 1A Hee
370 6bIN10 NPaBUNBLHO.

OHa He nmena ocoboro KenaHua UCKaTb 3Ty ManeHbKy M36anoBaHHyO Hepaxy. Kpome Toro,
OyaeT XOpoLlo, ecnM OHa OCTAaHETCs MCYEe3HYBLUEN, Tak Kak OHa cuuTasna ee boATywKon. U ecau oHa
HUK020a He MoABUMCSA... MO MOMOX(em HaM 8cemM U cmaHem o0Hol npobaemoli meHbue.

B delicmsumesibHOCMU OHU 00X HbI 6bimb MHe 6aa200apHbI. Kaxcobili 3anonyyun sopoma 6e3
60pbbbl. Imom cnabak TuaH pPaHo uau NO30HO 8ce pasHo yuiesn bol.

Ho oHa 3Hana, 4To He CTOMT OXMAaTb 6aarogapHocTU. HUKTO He noMmeT. BO3MOMKHO, TO/IbKO
JleoH. OH 6bIN TaKMM Ke KEeCTOKMM, KaK M OHa, HO B MocneaHee BpemMs MOKasbiBai MHOIO C/ly4YaeB
cocTpaganua. OcobeHHo K Mapu.

Cyka!

KaTn octaHoBMANacb 1 goctana ByTbINKY C BOAOW U3 proK3aKa. [NpoKAATbIM CHer, KOTopbIn Nagan
Ha rybbl, Ha BKyC KaK nenen. OHa CNAOHYa Ha 3eM/ILO.

Ee B3rnag 6poann Bokpyr. MNepen Hel nexan ropos ¢ HEMCHUCAUMbIM KOIMYECTBOM YNaBLUMX
AOMOB W paspyLleHHbIX YAWL, MWUAOCTUBO MNPUKPbITbIMU cHerom. C Heba NOCTOAHHO Maganu
CHEXWHKM 1 y K3TK 6blN10 TaKoe YyBCTBO, YTO CHEr 34eCb UAET rogamm, HO CHEXMHKKN BblIN TOHKUMU,
BOAAHUCTbIMU U cepbiMn. OHa CHANA CBOMO MpaBylo MepyaTKy U Habntoaana, Kak OHW Tasaau Ha ee
NagoHN U OCTaBAANM YEPHYHO KUPHYHO ciM3b. Kak HM CTpaHHO, paspylieHue 6bino nosctoay, HO
HUrae He BMAHO TpynoB. KTo 3HaeT, yTo noacTeperaeT ee B 3gaHMAX. OHa ewe pa3 NocMoTpena Ha
CBOIO MCMaYyKaHHY pyKy. Menen, caxa u CHer.

B03MOXHO, OHU 8ce caopenul.

MbICnb O CTpaxe BCMbIXHY/1a B HEWN, HO K3TK CHOBa yCNOKoMAAach M caenana napy Wwaros Agasblue.

Ceopenu.

OHa 6pena CKBO3b CHer, NPUCTabHO CMOTPSA TOJIbKO Ha BOTUHKMW.

Bce ccopenu.

BHe3anHoO oHa ocTaHOBMAACb M 3acTblfla. Ee Hayano TpacTu.

Ecnu ece mepmeabl, Mo 8 YbU Mo20a c/1edbl i MOAbKO Ymo Hacmynuaa?
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I'maBa 33

Mapu obepHyack. 3aWMLLasnch, BbICTaBUAA PHOK3aK nepen cobo.

Ee rnasa nMxopagoyHo 06bICKMBANM TEMHOTY. Tam 4TO-TO 6b110? OTKYAA 3TOT 3BYK?

Tam, pagom c Bewankamm. Tam 4To-TO ABUHYNOCH?

Ee B3rnag ceepann noaympak.

Ecnm 37O KTO-TO U3 OCTa/IbHbIX, TO NOYEMY OH HUYErO He FOBOPUT?

Katun?!

— K10 Tam? — KpuKHyna Mapu. — Katu, 3To TbI? Bbixoam, A Teba sugenal

Ho y Katn He 6bln0 KenTbix rna3 u oHa He pbl4ana. Mapu npuwaa B yKac, Korga noHsna, 4to
CKpbIBaeTcA B TEMHOTE.

3710 6bINO XKMBOTHOE, NpU3payvHas ¢urypa KOTOpPOro Tenepb Craga BuMAHa. bonbwue rpasHo-
enTble 3ybbl CBEPKaN 3a NPONUTaHHbIMWU CIIOHOWN rybamu.

Cobaka. Omyasaswasca u 20100HaA. Fomoeas 6pocumscs Ha MeHSA 8 Mtobol MomeHM.

B 4aHHbI MOMEHT OHa He 3Hafa, KaK AoMKHa ceba secTn. HM cobaka, HM OHa He ABUTANUChH.

Mapu meaneHHO ONycTMAa PYKYy M CyHy/la ee B PHOK3aK. HauwynaB cyweHoe MACO, OHa
OCTOPOXKHO BbITalLMAA €rO.

— Y MeHA YTo-To ecTb AnAa Tebs, — npowenTtana Mapw.

CobaKka 3apblyana, npu 3TOM BMAAS XBOCTOM. HakoHeu, nobegun ronoa. HeysepeHHO
06HIOXMBasA, OHa nogowna K Mapu. Tenepb OHa NOHANA, KAKMM FPOMAAHbIM OblNI0 3TO KMBOTHOE.
XOTA Ha UCTOLLLEHHOM Tene BbiNupanu pebpa, cobaka n3obunosBana cUNO U AUKOCTbIO.

Mapu 6pocnna e naek eabl U OCTOPOXKHO caenana Tpu wara Hasag,. Cobaka 6pocunach Bnepes,
M NOrNOTUNA *KagHbIMU KyCKaMKu npepgnaraemyto eay. B ato Bpemsa Mapu paccmoTpena eé bonee
BHMMATENbHO.

LWepcTb KMBOTHOrO Oblna B3bEpPOLIEHa, OTCYTCTBOBA/N KYCOYEK XBOCTa, M BAODABOK OHa
obHapyKnia, YTO U3 OTKPbLITOM paHbl Ha Nane coyunacb Kposb. MMo-BMAMMOMY, OHa paHeHa. Ee
B3rnag, nobpen panblue, K rofomy MecTy Ha 3agHel nane. Toxe KpoBb. Ha 3ToT pa3 Tpu
KpPOBOTOYALLUMX pa3pesa, Kak OT KOrTeu.

MUnn Hoxa.

KaTn 6bina ovapoBaHa cnegamu. Ee pasym  3acTbl/l, TONbKO MeAJIEHHO MNPOCAYMBanoCh
OCO3HaHWE, YTO KTO-TO 34eCb HeAaBHO KTO-TO 6Obll. UM 3To He Mapu. Tak Kak cneapl C/AMLWKOM
6onbLine.

34ecb Haxoauncsa MyK4mHa. OTneyvaToK 6bin rnyboKmm.

KaTn paccmaTtpuBana cnegbl, KOTOpble KOHYa/MCb TOYHO Mepes ee Horamm W Benu B
HanpaB/IeHUWN BbICOKMX 34aHUM

OH npuwen oTTyAa, M OCTAHOBWU/ICA 34€eChb. 3aTeM MOBEPHY/ICA M nocnewHo nobexxan Hasaga,

PasHble pa3amepbl MHTEPBANOB MeXAy OTAEe/IbHbIMW OTNeYaTKaMuM HOr noBeZanun en 3To.

Buden nu oH Hac? lMovyemy He npusnek K cebe sHUMaHue? [loyemy oH cHo8a cbexcan?

OtBeT npocT. OH 6bIN1 0ANH, OHM BNATEPOM. OH HATKHY/ACA Ha HUX, HE OXKMAAA KOro-To 34€echb
BCTPETUTb. ITO O3HA4YaeT, YTo Ntoamn Hblin 4em-To HeoHbIMHOM B 3TOM MYCTbIHHOM oAuHo4YecTBe. Ho
OHM 6bIIN 34ecChb.

Moyemy moi 8epHynca?

Tol 6ouwbca Hac!

JTiodu 8 amom mupe He Opy3bS, a 8pa2u, 0COBEHHO, ecsiu OHU YyXue.

Toi 66171 00UH. [Moyemy?

Tol oxomuwibca 3a Yem-mo. HuBOMHbIX Hem, uHa4vye Hawauco 6ol u Opyaue cnedbl Ha CHezy.

Hem, meoi npecnedyews ymo-mo b6onbuiee.

Jlrodel.
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U meoi nobexcan Hazad, ymobbl npusecmu nookpernsaeHue.

MocneaHAa MbiCNb yaapuaa ee co Bcel cunbl. He Tepaa BpemeHun, oHa noberkana K oCTanbHbIM.

JleoH aenan wWMpoKme Kpyru, 4Tobbl HalTn Mapu. OH HeyCcTaHHO nJiesca No cHery U obo3peBsan
MEeCTHOCTb. lNepnoanyeckn oH OCTaHAB/IMBAJICA, MPUKNAALIBAN PYKY KO3bIPbKOM U COCPEeAOTOYEHHO
OCMaTpPMBa OKPECTHOCTH.

Hwuuero. Chepos Her.

OH pacTepsaHHO Haxmypua 106 n nocmoTpen Ha Hebo. Bce B cepbix ToHax. KaTn npasa, Kak npwm
TAaKOW AEepbMOBOM MOroAde MOMKHO HalTu 3Be3gy. OHW He 3HaloT, rae HaxogATcA BpaTa, AaKke He
NoA03peBatoT, KaK A4aneko OHWU, He TOBOPSA YXKe O TOM, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHW MPOLLO.

A Tenepb ewe 1 Mapu ncuesna.

daKT, KoTopbIN ero BonHOBaA. U 310, B CBOlO ouyepeap, yameaano ero. OH 6bl1 OANMHOYKON U
eMy A0/IKHO ObITb 6e3pa3ninyHo. OH Ke 4YyBCTBOBA/, YTO OHa B ONAacHOCTU. Ho He3HaHWe, rae oHa
HaxoAMTCA M KaK OH MOXKET el MOMOYb, MPUHOCKNO0 emMy BECNOKOMCTBO.

UTaK, OH NPOAOKMA UCKATb.

3aTemM OH, HaKoHeL-TO, 0BHapyXKA ee cneapl B CHery. 34ecb OHa NOABMAACH B 3TOM MUPE, BOH
TaM ieXkan ee pPloK3aK, U TaKKe OH CMOT NpocaeanTb AOPOry, KOTOPOM OHa nocnegosana. K cyactobto,
CHeronag, ocnaben, uHadye ee cnepgbl 6bIAM Obl 3aHeceHbl CHErom gasHbiM-gaBHo. OHa nowna B
NPAMO NPOTUBOMNOJIOXKHOE HanpasaeHne. OH TOPXKECTBYIOLWE Can Kynak. OH KaK pa3 NoBepHyACcs,
yTObObl NPMBECTU OCTasbHbIX, KOFr4a KT C MCKa)KeHHbIM OT CTpaxa AMUOM nogberkana K Hemy. Ee
rnasa 6biau LWMPOKO PacKpbIThI.

KaTn 6bln1a XxNagHOKPOBHOW HecTueit U No3TOMY OH He OXKMAan, YTO YTO-TO MOMKET NPUBECTU ee
B TAaKOW y»Kac.

Korga Katn Taxkeno gplwa v 3aMKaacb OCTAaHOBUIACL NEpPe HUM, OH CXBaTWUA ee 3a NJIeyn.

— MNomegneHHee! YT0?

— fAl... cneapbl Hawna...

— A Toxe. Mapwu...

— HeT, — oHa pe3ko npepBana ero, — He Mapu. Hac o6Hapyxua..myx4umnHa. Korga mbl npmbbinu.
OH Hac npecneayert... BeAET NOAKPENeHMEe, — OHa TAMKENO Abllana.

Ha Hac oxomumca myxuuHa? JonuHo 6bimb, OHG HAWIA MOsLKO Ce0bl 8 CHE2Y HE3HAKOMUG,
HO OMKyOa OHA 3Haem, Ymo OH HACMPOEH K HUM 8paxc0ebHo?

— Tbl BUAENa UX? — CNPOCK/ OH.

— HeT, A nobexkana obpaTHO Tak BbICTPO, Kak TO/IbKO cmorna. [xkeHHa, Oxeb n Muwa rae-to
Tam.

— A Hawen cneabl Mapu, — ckazan JleoH. OH yKa3an Ha CHer.

KaTn He 06paTuia Ha HErO BHUMAHMSA, @ NONbITaNacCb NOTAHYTb B APYroM HanpasieHUN.

— Mbl fO0M1KHbI 3a6paTb OCTa/IbHbIX, Mbl AO/KHbI Y6exKaTb.

JleoH nnwb HeoxoTHO nosepHynca. Katn npasa. OHW JONKHbI NpesynpeanTb OCTasbHbIX U
3aTem BCe BMecTe HanTn Mapwu.

Oxxeb, Muwa n [JxeHHa BepHYNMCb NOC/e HeyAauyHOro Noucka B KOHEYHY TOYKY, Koraa JleoH
n Katn noabekanum K Hum.

JleoH Taxeno ablwa ocTaHOBU/CS neped HUMKU. Pagom ¢ HUMm KaTu Bbigpixana 6enble Knyobl.

— A Hawen cnegbl Mapu. KaxeTtca, oHa 3abnygmnacb B MeTenrM W ywna Braybb ropoaa
Hapetocb, oHa He ywna ganeko. Mbl bygem mckatb ee.

— 3TO Xopouwlo.

— ... HO 3TO, K CcOXaneHuto, He Bce. Katm obHapyxuna cnegbl MyX4UWHbl. BepoaTHo, OH
HabnAan 3a Hamn 1, BO3MOXKHO, HE B BOCTOPre OT Hallero npucyTcTBus.
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Oxxeb BonpocuTenbHO NocmoTpen Ha KaTm M OHa paccKasana o cBoel HaxopKe. Koraa oHa
3aKOH4YMNa, BCE MONYanM, Noka [xkeb HU PUCKHYA BbIPa3nUTb CBOW COMHEHMUA:

— Katn, tebe He KaxkeTcA, 4TO Tbl MpeyBennyMBaelwb? BO3MOXKHO, My)KUMHA MPOCTO Hac
ncnyranca. KTo 3HaeT, Kakoe Mbl NPOU3BENN Ha Hero BnevaTaeHue. 34ecb, BEPOATHO, N0AN BbIrNAOAT
COBCEM MHaYe, 4em Mbl. Kpome Toro, oH 6b1s1 0ANH M NoaTomy ybeskan.

— W noyemy ke OH, CKaxuTe MOXKanymcTa, HACTO/IbKO cnewmun? — KT NonoXKuaa pykKu Ha
begpa.

— BeposaTHO, OH npocTo yberkan oT Hac?

— Ho mbl aaxke He Bugenun ero. OBbIYHO YyAANAKTCS C OCTOPOMKHOCTbIO. ITOT }KE YENOBEK,
6e3ycnosHo, Toponuaca. Ana meHs NpumeTbl ACHbI. Mbl B OMAacHOCTW.

[xxeb 3aaymumBo nocmoTpen Ha Hee. B aprymeHTax Katn 6bina gona npasabl, HO OH nNogyman
O NEeCHbIX ¥XUTenax, KoTopble NOMOran emy u [IxxeHHe U NpoBenun ux Yepes nec.

— Y10 aymaeTte Bbl? — OH NoBepHyAcA K xxeHHe u Muwe.

Nnuo JKeHHbl He BbIpaxKao MbIC/IM U YyBCTBA, HO ee OTBeT Hbll OAHO3HAYEH:

— Mbl He moxem no3soantb cebe puckosatb. Ecam Katm obmaHbiBaeT, TO 3TO He urpaet
HWUKAKOM PONM ANA HAC, HO eCAN OHA NpaBa, TO Mbl B 60bLWION ONAaCHOCTW.

— Mwuwa?

— A gymato, uto KaTn npasa. Jlydwe 6bITb HAYeKy, Yem noagepraTb cebsa HEHYKHbIM PUCKAM.

— JlagHo, Toraa c 3Tol MUHYTbI Byaem o4eHb OCTOPOXKHbI. A ceivac, AaBaiTe, HAKOHeL, UCKaTb
Mapu, — HeTepnennso cKasan JleoH.

[xxeb KMBHyN 1 BCe NOLW/IM B HAaNnpaBieHMM, B KOTOPOM CKpbliacb Mepw.
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Mapu meaneHHO, War 3a Warom, Asuranacb Hasag. OHa cTapanacb He WyMeTb, HO, HECMOTpPSA
Ha 3T0, cobaka NoAHANA rN1a3a U CHOBA YrpoXKatoLe 3apblyana.

Ecnu s nobezy, mo mosabko npobyxcy ee UHCMUHKM OXOMHUKA. Ho A He mocy ocmasamocA
30ecb u #oame, NoKa cobaka ybexcum cama. Ynu noseumcs enadeney. Jlyywe uzbexrcams moeo,
KMO HaCMOsbKO Ma0X0 0bpaujaemcs ¢ #HU80OMHbIM.

MoKa oHa pa3mblwaana 06 aTom, pasganca TMXMIA CBUCT C BepXxHero 3Taxka. Cobaka, HaBocTpmB
ylun, cTana metatbca Ha mecte. C 04HOM CTOPOHbI el XO0Tenocb NocneaoBaTb NPUKaAsy, HO C APYroW
OHa A0/MKHA 6blna 0CTaBUTb A06bIYY.

A donxcHa ybexcams omcrooa, npexcoe Yem MeHs 3amemsm.

OHa caenana oCTOPOXKHbIN wWwar Ha3aa. Cobaka 3apblvana rpomye. Mapu elle pas nopblaach B
CBOEM ploK3aKe u goctana xneb. Takum o6pa3om oHa NbiTanacb Npmsaeyb MHTepec cobaku. Korga Ta
cocpegoToumnacb Ha xnebe, Mapu b6pocuna ero aaneko Braybb KomHatbl. Cobaka 6pocunach
BLAOTOHKY.

A Mapu b6pocunacb B Apyryto CTOPOHY, K Bbixody. OHa He cmoTpena Has3ag, TO/IbKO Ha CBOWU
HOMW, YToObl HE CMOTKHYTbCA. He WymMeTb, HM B KOEM C/ly4ae He NpUB/AEeKaTb BHUMaHME BAafenbla
cobakun. OHa NOCTOSHHO Aymana, 4YTo YyBCTBYyeT cobaKy no3aam, roToByr HabpocuTbes Ha Hee. Mapu
nogowna K ABEPU M BbICKO/Ib3HY/1a HApYKy Yepes Wenb B xono4. Heponro aymasn, oHa nepecekna
yanuy n noberkana Ha cocegHIo YI0UKY.

JleoH HarHyncs. PyKon nornagun cHer.

— OHa b6exxana. Tyga.

Bce 3aTtannu gpixaHue.

— KT0-TO ee npecneposan. 3t 6onbluMe oTneYaTKM HOTUHOK HEOQHOKPATHO MepeceKkatoTcs co
cnegamm Mapu, HO ecTb elle M Apyrue ciedbl Ha cHery... 3gecb 6exano »KuMBoTHoe. [oxoxKe Ha
cobaky.

Moyemy OH c4én oTneyaTKn nan cobauybmmm, SleoH ckasaTb He mor. OH NPOCTO 3HaN 3TO. TaK Xe,
KaK OH 3Ha/l, YTO B AOMAX KWW NtOAU, HO He B TOM, Nepen, KOTOPbIM OHWU CTOAAN. ITO 6bl1 TOProBbIi
LEeHTp. Bce 3To Npobyanno AaBHO 3abbiTbie BOCMNOMUHAHMA.

Korga oH 6bla ManeHbKMM U MUp Obln B NOpAAKe, OH MOCELLAN CO CBOEM MaMOM TOProBblii
ueHTp. Ero 06pas 6bin pasmbITbiM, HO OH 3Ha/l, YTO OHa XOTENA YTO-TO KYNUTb, MO3TOMY OCTaBW/a ero
B oTAene urpywek. 310 6bl1 0AMH M3 4YypecHeWwux AHen B ero petcrse. bonee yaca oH mor
onpoboBaTb BCEBO3MOXKHbIE UFPYLLKM: MOMKAPHYIO MALLUMHY C MUTAIOLLMM CBETOM M CUPEHOM. Bonyky,
BeNOTpeKN, GyTbobHbIE MAYM U3 KOXKM M NNACTUKOBYHO FMTApy, KOTOpasa co3aaBana My3blKy, KOraa
Aepraelb 3a CTPyHbl. Bce 3To 3acTaBnsano ero NoBepuTb Ha HEKOTOPOe Bpems, YTo Hebo, 0 KOTopom
Bcerga rosopuna ero 6abyuwka, ynaget Ha 3emato. OH He XOoTen OCTaBaTbCA 34eCb, HO ero Mama
NPULLAA CIMWKOM PaHO, CXBaTWU/1a €ro 3a PyKy M notawmna npodo. OH He XoTen MATU, OH KpUyan u
NbITAa/ICA 3aLEeNUTbCA 3a NOJIKY, HO 3TO He Nomorno. UrpyweyHoro gMHO3aBpa M NOXKAPHY MaLUUHY
3abpanu y Hero ns pyk 1 NOCTaBUAN 0H6PATHO Ha NONKY.

— Y Hac Ha 3TO HeT AeHer.

— Mama, noxkanyiicral — Bamonannca oH.

— Hert, JleoH, Tbl AOMKEH Bbly4MTb, YTO Tbl HE MOMELb MMETb BCe. ITU Bewu ana boraTtbix,
6enbix rpUHroaeTen, AN HAC XKe OCTAaeTCA TONbKO YIMYHAA Nbl/b.

«W 6peHan», — noayman oH. OH 6bin ele Masn, HO y¥Ke TOYHO 3Han, YTo Takoe bpeHaun. Tekuna.
KoHeuyHo, He U3 marasmHa, a U3 MeTaNIM4ecknx 60YOHKOB NOJ OFHEHHYHO BbIMUBKY, KOTOPbIE MOMKHO
6bl10 KynUTb B palioHe Be3ae. [loroBapuBanu, YTO M3-32 3TOFO MOKHO OC/EeMNHYTb, HO ero mMaTb
BbIFSAE€/1a XOPOLIO, HECMOTPA Ha MNbAHCTBO. 3peHune y Hee bbINo KaK y opna. PasymeeTcs, He Koraa
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OHa 6blna nNbAHa, NeXxana B AOME HA CTapoi UMHOBKE WM Xpanena TaK FPOMKO, YTO OaXKe MyXu
obnetanun ee CTOPOHOMN.

JleoH notpAac ronosoi, 4tobbl NPOrHaTb KapTMHKM M3 NpOWAOro. B AaHHbIN MOMEHT ero
BOJIHOBas10 gpyroe. OHWM A0AXKHbI HaNTK Mapu. YenoBek npecnenoBasn ee, U 3TO YyBCTBO J/1eOH 3Han
Niydue, yem Yto-nmbo elle.

— Mbl LOKHbBI MATK BbIcTpee, — Nog604APUA OH OCTa/IbHbIX.

— [I)>KeHHa eBa MOXKET MATU, — CKa3an [keb, KOTopbI BCe BPEMA NOALEPKUBAN LEBYLLKY.

— Bce B nopaake, — [)KeHHa NonbITanacb UX yTUXOMUPUTD.

— HerT, He B nopaake, — ocTaBanca HenpeknoHHbIM [Oxkeb. [axe JleoH noHan, 4yto [KeHHe 6bino
601bHO, HO OHA He XO0Tena 3TOro NPU3HaBaTb.

Ho [I)>KeHHa paxe He gana eMy M CnoBa BCTAaBUTb. JIEOH A0/IKEH NPU3HATLCA, YTO HECMOTPSA Ha
TpaBmy, [keHHa 0b6n1afana HEBEPOATHOM CUIOM, KOTOPAA ero BOCXMLana.

— 3pecb ecTb A0CTAaTOYHOE KONMYECTBO 343HWN, MOXOXKMX Ha ybexuwe. Tam A oTAOXHY. B
NOJIHOYb 3Be343 Ha Hebe BCMbIXHET. PaHblle Mbl, TaK UM MHAYe, HEe Y3HAEM, B KAKOM HamnpaB/ieHUM
HY»KHO MATK, TAaK YTO A MOTY 34eCb XOPOLLIEHbKO BbIXKAATb N COepeyb CBOW CUbI.

JNleoH 3Han, uyto [KeHHa npasa, 1 [keb fonkeH 3TO0 NOHMMATbL. Ha ero nvue 66110 HanMcaHo
BO/NHeHMe. BonHeHWe, KOTOpoe BbIXOAWNO 33 PaMKWM NPOCTOro ToBapwuuiecTsa. Tosapuwectea? [a,
MeXAY HUMU OEeNCTBUTENbHO MOABWUAOCH YTO-TO Bpoge cBA3W. [lo Tex nop, MOKa OHW Apyr Apyry
noaesHbl, OHW MOTYT NONAraTbCA APYr HA Apyra.

JleoH yBuaen B3rnaabl, KOTopbiMun nepebpacoiBannce xeb n [xkeHHa n goraganca, 4to B necy
YTO-TO MeXAY HUMM npomnsowno. Mexay HUMK Bbina cTpaHHaA 6aM30CTb, NpeacTaBAAOLWan U3 ceba
HeyTo 6o/bllEee, YEM TOBAPULLLECTBO, M AarKe ropa3ao bonbliee, yem apyxba.

Ho Kak Takoe morno 6biTb? C HUMM B XKECTOKYIO Urpy uUrpana Hekaa cuna. Kotopaa xotena ux
CMepPTU NOCNE OTYAAHHbLIX CPAXKEHWUWN 33 CBOM }KM3HU. JIeoH Bonblie yKe He BEpUN B TO, YTO KTO-
HMOyAab M3 HUX BbIXKMBET. Kem 6bl OH HM Obi, OH ByAEeT ANLWb CBUAETENEM 3TOrO NpecTynneHuma. Her,
OHM BCe A0/IKHbI yMEPETb U KTO-TO HabatoaaeT 3a 3Tum.

3pecb He MecTo A/1A Yero-To B 3Tom poze!

Tem He MeHee, OH 3aMeTUN BCe MaJieHbKME, C/ly4alHble MNPUKOCHOBEHMUA, KOTOPbIMM
6ecco3HaTenbHO 0bMeHnBanucb xxeHHa n Oxeb, cneann 3a 3aBeTHbIMU B3rNA4aMN, KOTOPbIMU OHU
TaMHO 0OMEeHMBANNCD, MOKA HUKTO HE CMOTPMUT.

OH monya 3acmesnca. Yto, cobcTBEHHO roBopA, € HUM caydnnocb? lNovemy ero Boobuie
NHTEepecyeT, YTO NPOU30LWN0 Mexay [xebom u [xKeHHoM. EMy A0MKHO 6bITb Ha 3TO Han/aeBaTb, Tak
e Kak n Mapu, Muwe n Katu.

— WTaK, Torga mbl BOMAEM, — CKa3an OH.

[:xeb B3sn ero 3a nnevo.

— Y Hac HeT opyXusa.

JleoH HacmeLWwNnBO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hero.

— Pacckaxn yto-HMbyap HoBeHbKoe. byab KpeaTMBHbIM. 34€eCb SIeXKUT OFPOMHOE KO/IMYeCTBO
MEeTaNI0/1I0Ma, KOTOPbI Mbl MOXEM UCNO/Ib30BaTb, YTOObI ceba 3awmTnTh. CKOpee, yKe CoBepLLIEHHO
TEMHO M pa3rnagetb cnefbl Mapu TpyaHo. 1 He xo4y OOHapYXUTb, YTO eLle CKPbIBAaeTCA B TEHWU, — OH
HEOXOTHO CTPAXHYAN PYKy Axkeba. — aem ceyac, Mbl 1 TaK NOTPATUAN JOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHM.
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M>3puM 4yTb He CnOTKHynacb O cyrpob, MOoKa Hacnex ocmaTpuBasacb BOKpyr. OHa 3Hana:
MY}KUMHA MOKEeT M yinaeT, Ho cobaka yuyeT ee. [on04HbIM nec byaeT cnegosaTh 3a Hell, Kyaa bbl OHa
HUW nowna.

Betep nornaaun ee nnuo. KTo 66101 no3aaun Hee? U 3auem?

M>3puK aBTOMATMYECKU OXMAana, YTo ee npecsedyeT My*KuumHa. Pasmep cobaku, n npexge
BCEro ’Kectokoe obpalleHue, roBOPU/IN €M, 4YTO KMBOTHOE MNOBMHOBANOCb HACUILCTBEHHOMY
MYKUYMHe. Ha cekyHAay oHa noaymana o Katu, KoTopasa x1afgHOKPOBHO ybuna TuaHa.

Kakmm-To o6pa3om OoHa NMOHMMA/A, YTO YEsIOBEK, HE MPUYUHMBLUEN el HMKAKOro Bpeda, He
MMen NpUYKHbI cnegosaTb 3a Hel. OHa Bblyunna B NOCAeAHUE AHM, YTO XM3Hb — 3TO 6opbba. XoTa
OHa efBa MOr/aa BCMOMHUTb CBOE MPOLLJIOE, OHA 3Hana, YTo 3TO Obl/1 HOBbLIN ONbIT Ans Hee. OHa ewle
HUKOrAa HM 0 Yem He becnokounniacb. A cenyac 6erkana paaun CBOEMN MKU3HU.

KTto A? B ee ronose 3TOT BOMNpOC Bce ele H6e3 otBeTa. MeNbKHY/IN KapTUHKM 3TOM OFPOMHOMN U
yCTpallaloLLen TeEHN, KOTopPas BbITAHYNACh 3@ TOHKUM cBeTom. OHa 3Hasa, YTo € Tex Nop 6ouTcsa Houwu,
HO noyemy? A B OCTalbHOM Tam 6bIN0... HUYTO.

OHa nogymana o cBOMX pyKax. OHM ObIIN MATKMMM U HEXKHbIMU, KaK OYATO OHA HMKOrga Mmm
He paboTana, TONbKO Tenepb NafoHWU OblnM UCNELWpPEHbl TPELWMHAMKU U OXKOramu, HOrTM MecTamu
cnomanucb. Ee Teno cosepwnao Bewm, KOTOpble paHblue A8 Hero 6bian HeBoobpasmmbl. OHa He
6blna cnaboi, xoTa 3Hana, YTo BCceraa Bepuna cebe.

Ho oHa n He 6blna Takol e, Kak Oxeb, /leoH, Muwa nnm Katu, KoTtopble, Kasanocb, Hbiau
POXKAEHbI ANA BbIXKMBaHMA. TaK e Kak [J)KeHHa, NoKa He ywunbnacs.

Cnepytowas mbicib ee 6onble He nyrana. Tak Kak oHa A0BO/bCTBOBaNACh 3TUM NPUrOBOPOM
y*Ke HeckonbKo aHen. Korga [ykeHHa cMoKeT cHoBa bexaTtb, Mapu byaeT cneaytollen.

Ho ceityac y Hee 6bina 6onee cpoyHas npobnema. M ata npobaema Kak pa3 M3Beprana Xxpunbli
nan.

%k %k %k

— TemHeeT, — ckazan [keb. — CKopo Mbl HE CMOXKEM Pa3riageTb ee caeqbl.

Kak 6yomo s He 3Hato, 6e3mMonBHO YepTbixancs J/leoH. lonroe Bpema OHU ce0Ban TONbKO Mo
cnepam B cHery, HO Mapu He Hawu.

lMpoknamee, Kak 0aneko oHa moanaa ybexcams? U ece xce, oHa 004 HA 6bimb 20e-mo 30ecs.

KaTh yka3ana Ha OTNeYaTKM Ha CHery.

— 3T cneabl BbITNAAAT CBEXUMU. KpaA OTNeYaTKoB eLle He OCbINauCh.

JleoH yanBiEHHO NOCMOTPE/ Ha Hee. 3Ta AeByLIKa CHOBa nopasu/a ero. Mapu yxe Heaaneko.
Hapaay co cnepamu Mspu OHM TaKyKe 0BHapyXuau cnegbl ee npecsiefoBaTens M oTnevyaTKu nan
cobaku. ToT, KTo npecnenosan Mapwu, 6bin 4OBO/ILHO HACTbIPEH.

JleoH BbIiNpsmMmMAca U npucaylwanca. Huyero He 6b110 CAbIWHO. HUKAKMX KPUKOB O nomoliu. Y
Hero elle oCcTaBanacb HaZexaa, YTo OHa rae-To NobN30CTU N C HEN HUYETO HE CAYYUIOChH.

lMoka HerT.

%k %k %k

C BHM3 ONyLWEHHOM ronoBOM WM OCKanuBwmMmucAa 3ybamm cobaka 3apbldana Ha Hee. OHa
BbIr1Si4e/1a NPy AHEBHOM CBETE elle OnacHee, YeM B MarasuHe ogexabl. Mapu cnMHOM npuykanach K
6eToHHOM cTeHe. Y Hee He bbino Bbixoaa. OHa NoMMaHa B TyNuKe.

Ha mrHoBeHue oHa xoTena 3aKpuyaTb O MOMOLLM, HO 3TO, BO3MOKHO, CNpoBOLMpPYeT cobaKy Ha
HanageHue. HeTt, byaeT fAydywe oCTaBaTbCA CMNOKOMHOWM M HaAeATbCs, YTO Bnagenel, cobaku He
NPUYUHUT el 31a.
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XoTa ee KypTKa bblna Tyro Habuta, Mapu noyyBcTBOBaNa CMMHOM X0N0A4 CTeHbl. OHa B3rnaHya
Ha cepoe Hebo, C KOTOPOro Nagann oTAeNbHble CHEXMHKM. OHa TaK MHOro Ha cebAa 6pana, 4TobbLI
nonacTb B 3TOT MUP, U BEPOATHO, 34,€Cb HACTAHET BHE3aMHbI KOHELL.

To, uto Bnageney npubnmsmnca, Mapu 3ametTnna no peakuum cobakum, KOTopasa nepecrana
pbl4aTb M BMECTO 3TOr0 TMXO 3acKyamna. OHa OTCTynwu/a, BTAHYB rON0BY, KOTAa 3aKyTaHHAA ¢urypa
3aBepHYyNa M3-3a yrna yauubl M 3awarana K HUm.

HesHakomel, 6bin XyabiMm M BbICOKMM. OH 6bln ogeT B TeMHyto ogexay. CHayana Mapu eaga
MOrNa pasrnAgeTb ero AMuo, HO 3aTeM 3aMeTuna AeTanu. TemHble rnasa paccmaTpusanun ee. Y
He3Hakomua Oblna ryctaa M wupokas H6opoaa, KOTopaAa CKpbliBana MNOAOBUHY ero auua. Mapu
HeBO/IbHO B3AporHyna. OHa 3Hana ero. 3Hasna ero ¢ Tex Hoyen, Korga OH el cHuacA. B TemHol
KOMHaTe, B ee rosiose.

M oH cHoBa ee Hawen. ToNbKo Tenepb OH NpubepeT ee OKOHYATENBHO.

OH CTOAN HEMOABWMKHO M TapaLLW/ICA HA Hee, U 3TOT B3rNAL, Bbi3blBaa NefAHYIO APOXKb MO CNUHE
Mspu. OHa 4yBcTBOBaNa cebs ornyweHHoW. KpnyaTb, BU3XKaTb, OYNCTBOBATb — 3TO OHA OCMENINAACH
coenaTb TONbKO OAHaXAbl, @ Celyac OHa CToAna CrokonHo. Toraa 3To 6bicTpee MUHyeT ee.
Be33BYy4YHO CO CBUHL,OBbIMW KOHEYHOCTAMM OHA *KAana, YTo byaeT ganblue.

Ha nnue My»KUnHbl APOrHYN OAMH MYCKYA. OH LWArHYA K HEWN.

Mspu 3aKpblna rnasa.

%k %k %k

Bnepeayn HuUx rnaBHas ynuua 6blia nepeceyeHa MaNeHbKMM Mepeykom, TAHYBLIMMCA BAO/b
CTEH B ylleNbe mMexay 3aaHuamu. Koraa oHm obownu yron, JleoH ysugen Mapu. OHa cToana B yray
nepeynKka, npu}aTaa K CTeHe M AepKana, 3aWuancb, pyku nepes anuom. Ee nosa Bbiparkana
6e3rpaHUYHbIN CTpax — HO HWKOro He 6bino. Mapu 6bina ogHa. JleoH GbicTpo noabexkan K Hel m
O0TpoHyAcA Ao pyK. OHa 3aBM3¥Kala U HAYana XHbIKaTb, OH CXBATWJI €e 33 PYKU U KPenKo BLUEenucs.

— Mbapu! 370 A. /leoH. M3apu... Tbl He cablwmnwb! A...

OHa onycTvna pykuM M HepewwunTenbHO NOAHANA B3rna4. 3atem OHa meaneHHO OnycTuaacb Ha
ero rpyAb v npuxanacob K Hemy. JIeoH 6bla 3aCTUrHYT BPacniox, OH He 3Ha/ Kak BecTu cebd, Ho Korga
Mapwu Hayana pblaaTb, OH 06HAN ee n NpuKan K cebe.

— A Bac... notepsana... 3abayaunace. Motom Tam 6b11 3TOT MY}KUMHA... U Bonbwas cobaka. OHM
MeHs npecnefosann. OH... OH... CTOAN NPAMO Nepeso MHOM, — BCxaunbiBana Mapu.

Tenepb K HUM npubansmnnnce Oxedb, Muwa n Katu. OHa otowna ot J/leoHa u nogHAna Hoc. Ee
LLLeKM Nblaaan pO30BbIM.

—'ne oH? OH Bce eule Tam. N cobaka. ge cobaka? OHa orpomHas. MoHcTp.

NleoH Hawen cnegbl He3HaKOMUA Ha cHery. CTaHOBMNOCbL TeMHee, HO 3/eCb, B NepeynKe, cBeT
efBa M NPOHMKan yepes 61M3KO cTosAWwMe APYr K APYry AOMa, KpOMe TOro, OH nosaras, Y4To y3Han
cneabl npecnegosatens Mapu. OHM 3aKaHYMBANIUCL NPUBAN3UTENBHO B BOCbMM LIArax OT CTEHbI, Y
KoTOopoM cToAna Mapu. 3aTem OH 1 ero cobaka pe3Kko cBepHyan Hanpaso. Cneapbl BeNU K CTeHe A0Ma
HEMHOro HasaZ M 3aKaH4YMBA/NWUCb 3aTem nepes enBa BUAMMOMN ABepbto. JleoH 6pocuaca K Hein u
NOTAHYAN 32 PYYKY, HO OHa bblna 3anepTa.

— 370T TMN Tebe yTo-TO caenan?

Mapu nocmoTpena Ha JlIeoHa 1 3aTem MeaIeHHO NOKA4aa rosI0BON.

— Hert... B 3TOT pas HerT.

— Y710 Tbl MMeelwb B BUAY? — Korga Mapu pe3ko oTBepHYyAa ronosy, J/IeoH ObICTpO NOBEPHY/ ee
0bpatHo. — OH 6bln BOOPYKEH?

— Hert, Ho... — oHa Konebanacb, NnoKycbiBasa ryby. OHa ckasana eagBa /v rpomye wenota: — A
AyMato, OH — MO CTpax.
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OcTasibHble NOCMOTPENIN HA Hee UCMYraHHO.

— TBoW cTpax? Tbl TaK cyMTaewb? 3HAYUT N 3TO, YTO OXOTA HA HAC NPOAO/IKAETCA? — pyranca
NeoH.

Mwwa Hamopnn nob.

— fl He 3Halo, NtOAMN, KOTOPblE MHE CKOpee NOMepPELLUUCD...

BHe3anHo Mapu ocTaHOBMAACh B HEA0YMEHUN.

—lToe OxeHHa?

— OHa npavetca, — nosacHun Oxeb, — U H6epekeT ceoto Hory. [Jasante BepHemcA. A He xouy,
4yTOb6bI MbI 3261YAMAUCH, N OHA NPOBENA HOYb B OAMHOYECTBE.

JleoH K1BHyAN.

— Okelt. Mbl ngem.
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NoKa oHM oTcnexumeanun ee cneapl, Mapu Haxogunacb pagom ¢ SJleoHom. OHa paccmaTpmsana
ero CTpPaHHO TaTyMpOBaHHOE J/IMLO, HAa KOTOPOM OCTaBaNoCb AuWb Hebosbwoe mecTo AnA
TONKOBaHMA. Koraa octanbHble HE MOT/IN CNbIWATb, OHA TUXO NPOLLENnTana:

— Cnacubo, 4To Tbl NpULLEN.

OpHako JleoH He oTpearnposan Ha ee CNOBa, OH LWAras, onycTMe rosoBY, U Aaxke He obpawan
Ha Hee BHUMAHMUS.

Mapu nocmoTpena Hasag U 3aMeTuna, Kak Katn HegpyKentobHO cMOTpUT Ha Hee. OHa MpayHO
CTynana pAgoMm C OCTa/ibHbIMMU.

«/1n1a mebsa 66110 66l nyywe, ecnu bbl MeHA He Hawnu», — noaymana Mapu. OHa cHoBa bbIcTpo
obpaTtnna ceoe BHMMaHMe Bnepen, HO BCE *Ke CMMHOWM YyBCcTBOBAsA B3rnag Katu. JosamHa au oHa
pacckaszame ocmasneHsiM 0 Hoxce Kamu? [losepsam nu oHu eli? Kamu 6yoem sce ompuyames — u C
moli muHymeol 5 6oabwe He 6ydy yyscmeosame cebsa 8 bezornacHocmu, ecsiu oHa bydem paoom.

Mapu oTnoXxuKna 3To peweHne Ha Nnotom. OHa BasMNACb C HOT OT YCTanocTu u bblna ronoaHa.
OHa ewe pa3 nocmoTpena Ha JleoHa.

A A 0ymana, mel mepriemos MeHA HE MOMXceWs.

BHe3anHo pAgom c Hel noasmaca Muwa. Ero B3bepolleHHble CBeT/ible BONOChI BbIrA4bIBaAN
N3-noA MexoBOW Wanku. TunmnyHaa yabibka ncyesna

— Mapu? ToT T1n, KoTopbI Te6A NpecnenoBan, Kak OH Bbirnagen?

OHa Konebanacb, HEXOTA BbI3Ba1la KAPTUHKY U3 CBOMX BOCMOMMUHAHUM

— OH 6bln BbICOKMN, OAeT B YepHoe. Y Hero 6opoga W.. — Mapu 3anHynacb. Ecnm oHa
NPOU3HECeT 3TO, He CTaHEeT /I OH Hosiee HacToAWMM? Beab OHa AymMana, YTo AaBHO YCKO/Ib3HYA OT
Hero. — fl 3Hato, YTO OH 34eCb M3-3a MeHA. MoMHUWb 3anucky xeba?

— KakK a mory ee 3ab6bITb... — MuLwa yctano en ynblbHynca.

— Hu nepepn 4yem A He ucnbITbiBatO 6onblero cTpaxa, Yem nepes 3TUM MyXK4uHOM. He mory
06BbACHUTbL NOHATHEE.

Mwuwwa 3acyHyn pyKy NoA LWankKy 1 noyecanca.

— fl BEpto 1 3Hato, YTO Tbl NOAPa3ymeBaellb. Y MeHA H6bla10 TaKoe e YyBCTBO Ha paBHUHe. U Bce
e OHO 34eCb MHe KaxKeTca ApyrMm. Mbl HUMKOr4a He BUAENAN HWUKAKMX MNPU3HAKOB HALIMX
npecneposaTtesne Ha paBHUHE, He TOBOPA y¥Ke O cneaax.

Mapw B3rnsiHyna yamBaeHHO, HO MPOMO/IYana.

Mwuwa npoaonkun:

— Al [eNcTBUTENbHO pPaj, YTo A 34ecCb He oAMH. Mbl CTaNn CUNbHOM KOMAHAOMW, A CYMTALD... HY
A3, BO3MOXHO, 33 UCKNoYeHneM KaTu...

Ecnu 661 mbl MoAbKO 3HAN.

— Ho mbl Bce B oanHaKoBoM cuTyaumnn. M bnarogaps Bam s 3Hat0, YTO HE YMPY B OANHOYECTBE.

— W uto 310 Tebe paeT? Kaxkaoe BbIXKMBAHWE OAHOIO M3 HAC CTOMT APYromy cMepTu. 1 monarato,
4TO 3TO TPYAHO NepeHecTy.

MuwunHa ynbibKa ctana neyanbHOM.

— A 3Hat0. M nosTomMy Mbl A0/1KHbI BECTU cebs Kak 3Bepu? MNpocTo ybusaTtb Apyr apyra?

— fl He 3Hato, — cKa3zana Mapu.

— Torpga y Hac HMYero He OCTAHETCA, HM Kanau AOCTOMHCTBA. TOT, KTO CTOUT 33 BCEM I3TUM,
3abpan y Hac Bce. Hawu }KM3HM, HAWM BOCNOMMWHAHUA U AaxKe Halle byayuiee, HO A He NO3BOJIO eMy
3abpaTb Moe JOCTOMHCTBO.

JleoH, monya cnywasLlmim Ux, BMeLIanCcs.

— Y710 3HaUUT ana teba A0cTOMHCTBO? — OH npe3puTtenbHo OblpKHYA. — TBOE NpeacTaBAeHMe
ana cnabakos. MNobeautenb nonydaetr Tpoden, cnabaknm COXpaHAOT CBOE AOCTOMHCTBO U Bosblue
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Huyero. OHo Tebe HMYero He AACT, KOrAa KTO-TO BbICTYNUT NPOTUB TeHA C OpyKMem u 3axoyeT youTb.
HeT, HMYyero noaobHOro Kak AOCTOMHCTBO He cyuiecTByeT. HKusHb uanm cmeptb. Tbl uam a. Krto
6bicTpee? KTo cunbHee? BOT OHO Kak... 3abyab 0 CBOEM AO0CTOUHCTBE.

M>apu He morna B3rnAHyTb Ha J/leoHa. He n3-3a ero pe3kunx BbICKa3blBaHWM, a M3-3a daKTa, YTO
OH, BOObLUEe nNoaennnca CBOMMM B3rnagamMmmn ¢ HUMKU. Kpome TOro, oHa ewe He cablwana, Ytobbl OH
TaK MHOro rosopua. Kak npasmio, ero BbICKa3biBAaHUA COCTOAIN TONIbKO M3 KPATKUX KOMaHA,

Mwuwwa, KaxeTcA, He NoYyBCTBOBA NPOBOKALIMMK, OH TO/IbKO 334yMUYMBO NOCMOTpen Ha JleoHa.

— [lonxHo bbiTb, y TeOA paHblue bblna TAXKENan KU3Hb, Pas Tbl Tak CYMTAELb.

JleoH cnatoHy N B CHer.

— be3 noHATMA, HO Aymalo, YTO CUABbHO HE OT/IMYaNach OT 34elHero Aepbma.

Takol cnabayke Kak s, 8 ceoeli npexcHell #U3HU mbl 6bl He 041 HUKAKO20 WaHCd.

Mapwu He 3Hana, AOKHA OHA HEHAaBUAETb 3TOro TaTyMPOBAHHOIoO 60pLa MM BOCXMLLATLCA UM.
JleoH ocTaBasca gnAa Hee 3aragKon.

NleoH octaHoBMAcA. ObbICKMBan B CymepKax B3rnagom cHer. NMogownn Katn u eb.

— TyT mMbl pasgenmance ¢ eHHOM, Tyaa OHa CBepHyAa.

OH yKasan Ha o4yepTaHMA ABYX BbICOTHbIX 34aHMN, KOTOPbIE BbIPOC/M Nepes HAMK U3-3a CHera.
Ha ogHom n3 ¢dacagosB gomoB Bucena 6onbliana Tabanyka c rMraHTCKMMM 6ykBamu. JleoH He mor
pacwmdpoBaTb NOYTU 3aHECEHHYHO CHEFOM HAAMWUCb, HO 3TO HE UFPAN0 HUKAKOM Poan. BaxkHbim 6bli10
TONbKO TO, YTO cneabl [JKeHHbl 6bl/IN OTYETANBLIMMU, @ YYKUX He Bblo. Ee HUKTO He npecnenoBan.

OHa Kasanacb Takoi cnaboi, Ho, No KpanHen mepe, oHa Moraa no3aboTuTbes o cebe.

Bce BmecTte oHM nobpenu K 3aaHuio. [KeHHa Bblbpana nesbii gom 6e3 BbiBeCKU. Ee cneapl
3aKaHYMBANMCb nepen CTEKNAHHOW ABePb, KOTOpas NErko OTKpbiBanacb BOBHYTPb. CTekno 6bino
TONbKO TPA3HbIM, HO He pasbuTbiMm, YTO B CBOK oO4Yepedb O3Ha4yan0 3aWMUTy OT Henoroapl
npeacToALLEN HOYbHO.

Opyr 3a gpyrom oHun Bownu B Henecyto TeMHOTY. TOIbKO HEMHOrO CBETa MPOHMKANO Yepes
CTEKNAHHYIO ABepb, HO OHW cpa3sy O6HapyXuAM [KeHHy, KOTopaA OCTOPOXHO NoABMMAACH M3-3a
AepeBAHHON CTeHbl U, 061er4eHHo ynbibanacb, NogoLWwNa K HUM.

[xxeb nowen et Ha BCTpeYy M NONOXKKUA PYKY [I)KEeHHe Ha naeyo.

— Bce oken?

Mexay Tem JleoH 6bin yBepeH, YTO MeXAy HMUMKU NPOUCXOLUT Y4TO-TO ocobeHHoe. BO3MOXKHO,
OHM He 0CO3HaBa M 3TO CAMM, HO @MY He HYXKHO 6blJ10 3aMeyaTb UX CNJIOYEHHOCTb.

— [a, parke HecmoTpA Ha TO, 4TO 34ecb 6bino KyTKO. Bce Tak TMxo, M ceiyac, Koraa ceet
MegNIeHHO UCYe3aeT, Kaxaana TeHb BbIFNAANT yrKacatowe, — [IKeHHa B3rnsHyna Ha Mapu: — Y Tebs Bce
B nopaake?

— Monper... Tbl KOro-HNMbyAb BUAena, JxeHHa? — JleoH 3ameTu, 4To y Mapu cnerka aposkan
ronoc. Yto 6b110 He yamMBUTENbHO, BEAb OHA €AUHCTBEHHAA, KTO BCTPETW/1 B 3TOM ropoe YesioBekKa.

— HeT, HM 0aHOW YenoBeYecKon ayLu.

— Xopouwo, — ckaszan [xkeb. — MNo cnegam Ha cHery Mbl 3Haem, Y4TO NO6AM30CTU eCTb OAUH UK
ABOE MY}KUYMH, KOTOpble, Kak nonaratoT Mapu n Katn, He coBcem ApyKentobHO HACTPOEHbl K HaM.
Mapu BMAENA O4HOIO M3 HUX, Y HEro ecTb 6o/blaa cobaka M KaxeTca, el yrporKaam, HO OH UcYes,
Korga mbl nosiBuAncb. CnenoBaTtenbHO, Mbl AOJIKHbI ObITb OCTOPOXKHbI. 1 Npeanarato NPonTU B 3TO
34aHMe noAanblue M BbICTaBUTb Kapayn. Mbl 40/1}KHbI HEMHOIO NMOCMaTb, MHE HE XO4YeTCA MONYyYUTb
CeroaHsa HoYblo HUKAKUX cloprnpun3oBs. — JleoH obmeHsanca B3rnagamm ¢ Axxebom 1 KusHyn. — byget nm
yAaya Ha Halel CTOPOHE, BbIACHUTCA HOYbI. B nMosHOYL A0/*KHA MOKas3aTbCs 3Be34a, HAYHeTCA
0bpaTHbI OTCYET M Mbl HAYHEM MCKATb BpaTa.
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Paspganca cornacHbld wenoT, JleoH MOKas3a/n »KeCcToOM PYKW, YTO COrMaceH C MJaHOM, W
notpebosasn, ytobbl [eb npogonkun. Kasanocb, oH Bcerga obaymbiBaeT CBOW LWarM, u 3To

HpaBWIOCb JIEOHY, AaKe KOraa MHOrAa BblAaBanocb No3epcTso. [xkeb npogonkun:
— Jlyywe BCero mbl YCTPOMM CBOM Narepb Ha HUKHMUX 3TaxKax. TamM Mbl CMOYKEM Pa3Keub OrOHb,

Nly4 CBETa Hac He 06HapyXuT. O4MH U3 HAc OCTaeTcA 34ecb, Ha NEPBOM 3TaxKe, U ByaeT CTOPOXKUTbL
ABepb. OxpaHa CMEHUTCA HECKONIbKO Pas, YTObbl KaXKAbli MOAYYMA LOCTaTOYHOE KO/IMYECTBO CHa.

[xeb npoTaHyn Mule cBOl PlOK3aK.
— MoKa Bbl uleTe, 4em 6bl MOXKHO ObINI0 PasrKeub KOCTEp, A BblMAy 3aMeCTU Haluu cneabl.
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YyTb no3xe Bce cnpenu, Kpome JleoHa, nepBbiM OTNPABUBLLETOCA B Kapay/1, OKOJI0 MasieHbKOro
KOCTPa, KOTOPbIN OHW Pas30XKrinM M3 OCTATKOB CTapon mebenn, BanaloWeroca KaptoHa W bymaru.
Mepuatowmi cBeT naameHn Bpocan npuspayHble TeEHW Ha UX Auua. [keb Buaen, Yto octasbHble
4yBCTBOBaNM ANCKOMOOPT.

— Hy, no KpaliHei mepe, bonee nnm meHee Tenno, — ckasan Muwa. EMy HUKTO He OTBETUA, U
OH MOAYa CTa/ KeBaTb CBOE MACO. [)KeHHa nogennnacb efom ¢ Mepu, KOTOPOIM NPULINAOCE CKOPMUTb
cBOtO cobake. ITOro 6bIN10 MaNo, HO OHO XOTb KAK-TO 3aMONHMIO MYCTble Kenyaku. B prok3akax He
Obl10 HOBOIO OPYXKMUA, BELLLEN UM YKa3aHUN.

Oxxeb norpysunca B MpayHble Mbican. W3 opHoro 6esHage)KHoro mupa OpolweHbl B
cnegyrowmin. OHM cHoBa obpeveHbl cpakaTbca 3a KU3Hb. Hora [»keHHbl Bce ewe bonena, a Muwa
e/,Ba 3aMeTHO B34,parnBsan Npu Kaxka4om ABUMKEHUN.

Bo3MOXKHO, Y HEro ciomaHo pebpo

OH mcnbITbiBan K Muwwe rnybokoe yBarKeHWe 3a To, YTO OH AN1A BCex caenan B yuienbe. Ons
BCeX, Kpome TuaHa. [keb noao3peBsasn, YTO OCTa/ibHble HE XOTE/NIN UAN HE MOTIN TOBOPUTb O CMEPTU
TuaHa. Ero cmepTb 6bl1a NOATBEPKAEHUEM, YTO BCE 34eCb He 6bl10 cHOM. TO, YTO OHM NPOCTO He
MPOCHYTCA.

Hac 6bin0 cemepo, celivac monsvko wecmepo. Kmo 6ydem cnedyrowuli?

Ho 3TK pasmblwneHuma bbinm 6eccmbiCIeHHOM, NycToM TpaTon cua. MHoroe MoKeT Npon3omnTH
elle A0 Toro, Kak OHW AOCTUTHYT BpaT. M To, YTO B 3TOM MUPE eCTb BparkaebHO HacTpOeHHbIe Ntoaum,
He YBE/IMYMBA/IO MX LAHCbI Ha BbIXKMBaHME.

BHe3anHoO OH No4yyBCTBOBaA, Kak [KeHHa BMNOTHYK NPUAbHYyNa K Hemy. Ee npukocHoBeHue
BbI3Ba/I0 MOKa/ibiIBaHWE BO BCEM €ro Tene.

— Kak Tbl ¥ TBOA HOra? — CNPOCK/ OH TUXO.

— Becbma xopowo. ToAbKO o4YeHb ycTana.

— ITO 5 MOTy XOPOLWO MOHATb, — OH NOCMOTPEN CKBO3b OrOHb Ha M3HYPEHHbIE NLA, a 3aTeM
rPOMKO cKasan: — [asante cnatb. — LLUOpox crnasbHbiX MEWKOB Obl AOCTAaTOYHbIM OTBETOM. —
Mwuwwa, Tbl CMeHULLb No3xe JleoHa. M nocne ceoero Kapayna pasbyan meHs, 4Tobbl A 3ameHUN Tebs.

— Bce AcHo.

Oxxeb Kak pa3 cobupanca McKaTb cnanbHOe MecTo AnA cebs, Korga nepexsaTus B3rnApg,
JKeHHbI.

— Mory a cnaTb pagom c To6oi? — cnpocuia OHa TUXO.

[xxeb HeBONbHO YNbIOHY/ICA, 3aTEM KMBHYA.

B yrny oHa y»e HacTenmna KapToHa. lMMoBepx HEro OHW elle packaTasn CBOWM CNasibHble MELLKMU.
OHa cpasy ke 3ane3na BHyTpb, [Keb ner pagom c Hel, HO OTBepHycA. Tem He meHee, OHU Bbinu
6113K0. Tak 6113Ko. OH MOr YyBCTBOBATb AblXxaHWe [IKeHHbI, KOTOPOe MAFKO KacaaocCb ero 3aTbl/iKa.

Ecnu s celiyac pazsepHycb, Mo MoA pyKa nomsaHemcs K Hell...

OH He pelwanca ocywecTBuTb 3Ty Mbicib. C TOro npuBana B Jecy, Korga OHW MoYTH
nouenoBaancb, MHOro Yyero npousowsno. xxeb 6e3monBHO NpokaMHan ceba 3a manoaylwme, HO OH
npocto He 6bln roToB cAenatb nepsbli War. CAMWKOM BEAUK ero cTpax bbiTb OTBEPrHyTbiM, nepes,
6€e3BbIXOAHOCTbIO M TOFO, YTO OH MCNbITbIBAN K [)KeHHe. W OH TaK NieXkan B TEMHOTE, BMJIOTHYIO K
AeBYyLUKe, 32 KOTOpYHo Obln roTOB YMeEpPEeTb U BCE XKe xenan byayuiero ana Hux obounx, easa pellancb
AblWaTb.

[)xeHHa cmoTpena Ha oTbiecku cBeTa, TaHLEeBaBLIMe Ha cnuHe [eba. HaBaA3anacb 1M OHa eMmy
C/IMLWIKOM CWU/IbHO, OTCTynas /M OH NO3TOMY Tenepb nepen Heto? Kasanocb, YTO Ha KaxkAabli Lwar,
KOTOPbIN OHW CAeNanun Apyr K apyry, 6blno caenaHo ABa Wwara Hasag,
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B necy oHa npuKanacb K Hemy, HO Hu4Yero He npowusowno. Toraa [xeHHa cnucana Bce Ha
YyCTaNoCTb, HO Temepb OHA CnpawuBana ceba, YyBCTBOBaN /I OH Boobwe 4YTo-TO. M Npu 3TOM OHa
6blna yBepeHa, YTo YTo-TO 6b110. OTYAAHME OT HEXKEeTAHMA OTNYCTUTb CBOKD HAAEXKAY Ha To, 4To dKeb
pa3sgensaet ee 4yyBcTBa. OHA y)Ke AABHO 3HaNa, YTO 3HAYMT gnA Hee [keb. Tenepb OHa BbIHYKAEHA
6blna NPU3HATbL, YTO, BO3MOKHO, OHA CAesana NocnelwHble BblBOAbI, U3 YUCTON HaZeXKabl, YTO OH
MOMKET Ha CaMOM fene YyBCTBOBATb YTO-TO K Hell. KoHeuyHo, 3gecb [keb ee apyr u oH 6yger
3aWMLWATb ee, HO OHA XOTesa ropasgo 6onblwero, Yem 370. YTO C HUM cayumnocb? Hu Kecta, HM
CONPUKOCHOBEHMA, HX 3a60TINBOrO C/N0BA.

OxeHHa Oblna B oTyasHuM. OHa c Tpyaom nogasuna cnesbl. Ox, /[xceb, pazse mol He
3ameyaeuws, Ymo A yyecmsyto K mebe? Moe cepdue mpenewiem, ecau mol pA0OM, U 9 MEYMAro o
meoux 2ybax.

Lxceb, noxcanylicma, nosepHuUcs. CKaxu Ymo-HUbyob, 06HUMU MeHA, MPUXMU MEHS, M0380/1b
MHe owymume meoli noyenydi.

Ho oH He caenan Huyero nogobHoro. Bckope [yKeHHa yc/bllana ero CNoKoMHoe abixaHue. OH
YCHYyA.

HakoHeu, OHa cmorsia gatb BO/KO C/ie3aM.

JleoH cupen B TeMHOTe y BXOAa M BIAAAbIBANCA HapyXKy, rae B cnabom ceeTe NyHbl Bnecten
cHer. CHeronag yT1x u cepble 061aka pa3oLWwnmcb, YacTb Heba NPoACHMANACL. JIEOH 3aAYyMUMBO KEBAN
Kycok xneba. OH gyman o Tom, 4To cka3an Muwa Ha obpaTHOM NyTy.

A He N0380110 AUWUMb MeHA Moeli Yecmu.

BO3MOXKHO, B 3TOM 4YTO-TO €CTb? YeM OHM OT/IMYAOTCA OT BEAOMbIX MHCTUHKTOM YKUBOTHbIX?
Enat, ybueato, BbXKMBAOT. HO He 6blna M ero XmMsHb Takol Bcerga? OH YacTo cTapasca Bbi3BaTb
06pasbl U3 CBOMX BOCMOMMHAHMIA, HO BCE OCTABANOCh NPMU3PAYHbIM M pa3MmbITbiM. OH peaKo Cablwan
ros0ca, HO M OHW BbINM NPOKNATUAMM NN KOMAHLAMMU, CKBEPHOCOBMEM NN KNATBAMWU MECTU.

Bo3moxHO, amo ece 30ecb HaKa3aHUE 30 me 2pexu, Komopele A cosepwun? A ybusan. lapHA.
Boicmpenun emy 6 2py0Ob. 3a6pan e2o #u3Hb. BeposmHo, A 3acayxcun mo, Yymobel HaAxo0umMsCca mym.

A ymo Hacyem ocmasbHbIx? OHU MOXe Pacnaa4YuearOMca 3a mo, Ymo cosepwusau 8 npowanol
HU3HU?

Bo3amorkHo, [keb n Muwa. B cnyyae ¢ Katn 3To 4onycTMmo, Ho 4To 6b110 ¢ [keHHon u Mepu?
N TnaHom? OH Npu BCEM XKeNaHuUW He Mor NpeacTaBuTb cebe, YTO 3TM Tpoe CNoCOBHbI Ha HeyTo
TaKoe, 33 YTO UX TaK MOXKHO 6bln0o Hbl HaKa3aTb.

Ecnu smo HakazaHue, mo He 0o0axeH au A xomsa bbl 3HaMs, 30 Ymo OHO? [lomomy Ymo A
ybuliya.

Ho octanbHble? OH NPOTUBMICA 3TUM MbICAAM, HO 3TO Dbl € ANHCTBEHHDbIN IOMMYECKUI BbIBOA;:
6b1n 1 OH ybuiiuen cpeamn youiny? KTo Boobule Mx HakasbiBaeT? M oTKyaa 3HaET, YTO OHU NOJIy4YUIn
cnpaseanMBoe HakasaHue?

Mbi Kak Kpbicel. Mpem, Kycaem, bopemca — U, CKopee 8C€20, KMO-mo 3a 8ceM 3mum
Habawdaem.

OH C3Kan pyKy B Ky/naK u NpoTaHyn K 6e33se3gHomy Heby.

Kmo 661 mbi He 6bin, ecau A ebixcusy, 1 mebsa Halioy. U ybebio.

Mepwu nexana B cBoemM crnasibHOM meLllKe. Eii He cnanocb, XoTa OHa OXOTHO 6bl nogpemana. Ee
MbIC/IM CHOBA U CHOBA BO3BpPALLLANNCH K KaTu.

Kamu ybuliya. ¥ Hee bbia HOMC, U OHa nepepe3ana sepesKy. Ha ymo ew,e oHa cnocobHa?

OHa He 3Hana. Yem cunbHee ctapanacb Mepu coctaBuTb ACHOe npeactasaeHne o Katu, Tem
becuenbHen CTaHOBUAUCL ee mbican. CTpaHHaA yabibka Katn. Ee nonbiTKM BTepeTbCA B AOBepue K
napHam. Hox. CnoHTaHHble, XOTA KpalHe peaKue MOMbITKU NOMOYb. YrporKalowmin »KecT nocne
cmepTun TrnaHa.
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M umo xce mHe dename?

Katn 6blna onacHoit. Ho nocnywatot n ee BoobLLe ocTasbHble? VaM OHM NOCYUTALOT, YTO OHa,
camas cnabas BO BCeX OTHOLWEHMAX B rPynne, M3 YMCTOro CTpaxa M MCTOLWLEHMA BUAENa BeLu,
KOTOpbIX He 6bIn10? MM nocunTaroT MONPOCTy cymaclieaLein?

Moka oHa cnopuaa cama ¢ coboi, ee cMopwuna, HAKOHEL,-TO, YCTaNoCTb, U OHA NPOBA/INIACL B
6€eCcnoKOoMHbIM COH, MONHbIA TEMHbIX U 3anyTaHHbIX rpes.

~144~



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

I'maBa 38

OHKM oba craHOBMAUCL 6e3yMHbiMU. OfHA HEXHOW W Hy)KAalowencsa B 3almte, a Apyromn
BEPHbIM M NOBAWMM KaK APECcCUMPOBAHHbIN Nyaenb. Tak 4To nopakeHune KaTu ewe He npusHana —
Korga Aeno AOoXoauT A0 NtoAel, Bceraa MOoXKHO B3ATb KOro noxenaewb. [py3ba ee cecTpbl Uan ee
nogpyrn naganuM K ee Horam Kak cnenbie ¢pykTbl. EM OCTaBanocb TONbKO NOAHATb WX, 4YTOObI
NMo4YyBCTBOBATb CEOA MOTYLLLECTBEHHOM U KENAHHOMN.

OxxeHHa n Oxxeb 6onblue He 6blan gpyr NPOTMB ApYyra CO BPEMEHWN UX IKCTPa-Typa NO PaBHUHE.
Ho He n3-3a [)KeHHbl, a U3-3a Henpeackasyemoro temnepamenTta [xeba Katn 6b110 onacHo genatb
CTaBKy Ha Hero. Mexay Tem y Hee 6bl10 AeACTBUTENBHO CUbHOE KenaHue cpa3nTbea ¢ xkebom 3a
OZHO M3 BpaT. YBMAETb €ro B3rnaz, Koraa oHa BbITAHET HOX M3-3a nogona pybawku!

KaTn ckpuBuna rybbl B WUMPOKYH YXMbIIKY, NOAABUB FPOMKUI CMeX, KOTopbiit Bypann B ee
ropne.

Ecnu monbko maneHbKasA cy4ka Mepu He omkpoem ceoli pom.

[o cux nop OHa Kasanacb [0BOJIbHO HAMyraHHOM, HO KTO 3HaeT, YTO MPOMUCXOAUT B 3TOM
NPUTOPHO-C/IAZIKOM ro/IoBKe?

KoHeuHo ke KaTu gaBHO 3ameTmna, 4to Mepu nwet 6amnsoctun fSleoHa. Ctonno et caenatb YTo-
HWMOYAb YyBCTBEHHOE W CNafKoe — M OH He HAaNAeT HU4Yero Ny4ywero, Yem MNPeaNoXWUTb el CBoe
cunbHoe nnevo. Katn rpomko dbipKHyAa. K cHacTbio, BCe KPenKo Cnain U OHa HUKOTO He pa3byamna

HeT, K3Tn HMKaK He xoTena npusHaBaTb, 4To cnabaa Mepwu 3auenmna HenpuctynHoro JleoHa.

Ho Hem, ecsiu monbKo €080 3a MHOU.

Mepep Hel cToana cobaka. MpauHblit B3rnag GUKCMpoBan Kaxaoe ee aAsuxkeHne. Mepu Hayano
TPACTU OT CTpaxa. 3n10Bewuri pblK pa3gasBanca U3 roTkU KueotHoro. OHa ornagenacb, 3ameTuna
MYXKYMHY, KOTOPOMY NPUHaANeXKana cobaka, yBuaena ero anyHyro yXmbolKy.

«fl cnao, — nogymana oHa. — 3To TONbKOo CoH. Celyac A NPOCHYCb M Bce byaeT B nopsiake. A B
6e3onacHoCTK, A MOry...»

Cobaka 3anpbirHyia Ha Hee O4HUM MOLLHbBIM NMPbLIXKOM M YKycuaa 3a ropao. bonb bywesana 8
ropsie U1 OHa He MOrna Aplwatb. TAXeNblin Bec cobakm npuaasun ee. OHa He moria nowesenuTbea. Ee
PYKM 6blAK 3axKaTbl.

A 3a0bixaroce.

Ho HW oauH 3BYK He BbipBascAa U3 ee pta. [asneHue Ha ropno yeseanmumaocb. OHa OTYaAHHO
NblTasiacb B340XHYTb. [OP/I0 ropesno orHem.

OHa npocHynacb OT cOB6CTBEHHOrO CTOHA M OTKpblna rnasa. [oHayany Bce Kas3anocb
HepeanbHbiM. Cepbim, YepHbIM, TeMHbIM. OHa NO-NPEeXKHeMy He MOrna AplWwaTb. 3aTeM B CBETEe OrHA
6necHynu rnasa. 3eneHole rnasa. He xentble rnasa cobaku.

Katn.

OHa cupena y Hee Ha rpygu v aywwuna ee. Katm cobupanacb ee — eOUHCTBEHHYIO
csuaeTenbHuuy ybuinctea TnaHa — ybutb. OHa 6bina 6e3ymHoi. CoBeplueHHO cymacliealieit. Mepwm
TAMENO Abllana, NbITaaACb CONPOTUBAATLCA, MOKA eLle Morna.

Kak oHa o6bsacHUM ee cmepmb 0cMasnbHsIM?

OHa 6onbwe He morsa HM 0 yem aymatb. OHa 3agbixanacb. MaHuka nornotuna Mepu. Katm
NblTanacb 0cBO6OANTLCA OT ee PyK, HO BCe TLLETHO, He HbINo HU eanHOro WwaHca. Cunbl NOKMAanu ee.
KpacHble nATHa TaHueBanu nepes ee rnasamu. Korga OHa COCKONb3HyNa B TEMHOTY B
conposoXaeHuun ronoca Katu.

— CA0XHW, Tbl, cyKal!

M Bapyr xBaTka Ha ee ropne ocnabna. Katn cunbHo 3abapaxtana Horamm M Mepu nonyydmna
HEeCKO/NIbKO NMHKOB. OHa He MOr/1a OTKPbITb r/1a3a, rMyboKasa TeMHOTa OKyTana UX.

Tenepb OHa ycablWwana ronoca octanbHbIX. Mua 4To-TO CKasan, [KeHHa BCKPUKHYANA.
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— XBaTanTe ee! — Taxeno gbiwan JleoH. — Kpenko aep»xute ee Horu!

OHa xoTena YTo-TO CKa3aTb, HO roN0C OTKa3al. OHa CKOHLEHTPUPOBANACh HAa CBOEM AbIXaHUW,
NMOKa ApaKa pAAOM C HEN He 3aKOHYMIacb. Muwwa CKOMaHA0BaN U, HAKOHeL, BCe CTUXNO.

— Mpoknatoe gepbmo, Katn! Yto 310? — opan JleoH n opan JleoH, NoKa rosoc NOJHOCTbIO He
nponan.

[xeb ycnbllwan KPUKM € HUXKHEro aTaxKa 1 cberkan BHM3 No IeCTHULe.

— Y10 3a€CHh NpOUCXOAUT?

— be3 noHATnA, — KpuKHYAN JSleoH. — A NpocHyncAa u yBuAaen, Kak Katn nbiTaeTca 3a4yWwnTb
Mepwu.

Oxxeb HarHynca K Mepwn, KOTopaa fiexkana Ha CMMHe C 3aKpbiTbiIMM [1a3aMK M XBaTasa pPToOM
Bo34yx. Ee rpyab NMXopafoyHO NOAHMMAnNacb WM OMYCKaNacb, TAMKeNble XpWnbl Pas3faBanucb C
Ka*KAbIM B340XOM.

— Mepu? Tbl meHA cablwnwb? — OH CXBAaTUA ee 32 PYKy, HO OHa He pearMpoBsasia, TO/bKO
NPoAOKaNA TAXKENO AblLATb.

— Mepwu, 4to Npomn3owno? Tbl MOXKELb MHe CKa3aTb, YTO C/TY4MNOCH?

OHa oTkpblna rnasa. Ee Bekn gpoxanu.

— OHa ybuna TuaHa, — npoxpunena oHa Xpunnao

B KOMHaTe HacTynuaa TUWKNHA.

— TuaH copBanca, — HaKoHel, ckasan [xkeb Tuxo. — KaHat obopsancs.

— HeT, — Bo3pasunna Mepu xpunabim ronocom. — OHa ero nepepesana. Y Katn ectb HOX 1 OH
6bin BCE 3TO Bpemsa. A Bugena.

[xxeb nogHAanca, yrpoxkatowe B3rnaHys Ha Katu.

— 3710 npaBaa’?

KT ToNbKO npe3puTenibHO MOCMOTPENA Ha Hero.

— Ob6blwuTe ee, a 3aTem oTnyctuTe!

KaTn He conpoTtuBasanacb. Bckope J/leoH A0CTan HOX, KOTOPbIA OHA NpsATana B CBOel pybaluKe.
OHM HeoXoTHO ocBobOAMNN K3TK, KOTOPAA TyT *Ke NoAHANACb M CBMPENO NOCMOTPENA HA HUX.

— Y 1ebs ecTb HOX,— KOHcTaTMpoBan [xkeb. — M Tbl HAM HU4Yero o6 sTom He CKasana.

— N yuT10?— oTtBeTnna Katn, wuns.

[xeb HacToMuMBO CMOTpPEN Ha Hee.

— Tbl ybuna TuaHa?

Ee nMuyo UcKasnaocb OT HEHaBUCTW.

— OH TaK 1 TaK 6bl ymep. ITOT NPOKNATLIN cnabak HM 33 YTO He AO0CTUT Bbl CnegyoLmx BparT.

310 6blN0 o4yeBMAHbIM. OAWH M3 HUX ybun pgpyroro uYneHa rpynnbl. [pousowno
HeBoobpa3sumoe. Hacunme M cmepTb YrpoKaeT MM Tenepb He TONbKO CHapyKu. [xkeb u He
npeanonaran, YTo B rpynne ecTb CNOCObOHbIN Ha Takoe

— 3710 He Tebe 6bL10 pewaTb, ymepeTb TWaHy WAWM XUTb, — CKasan [xeb. OH C Tpyaom
caepxmsanca, 4tobbl He yaapuTb KaTn Kynakom B Muo. — OH 3apaboTan YecTHbIN LWAHC, KaK U BCce
Mbl.

— WaHc?— paccmesanacb Katu A3BuTENbHO. — Bbl f0N1KHbI 6bITb MHE 6narogapHbl. HUKomy He
NPULWANOCH TAHYTb XXpebuin 3a cBob6oaHbIe BpaTa.

— Tbl ybuiiua, — KOHCTaTUpOBana yaAuBAEHHO [)KeHHa, KaK byaTo 6bl He morna Ao cux nop B
3TO NoBEpUTH.

Katn xpunnao paccmesanacs.

— B Bawwux rnasax Ao0MKHO Obio 6bITb 0obneryeHue, Korga TuaH copsanca. — OHa
nepebpocunna Boaockbl Yepes nseyo, 61ecHyB KOpUYHEBOM neHTon. — [a, Bbl pPeBEN, HO YECTHO
rosops, 6bian 6narogapHbl, YTo 6onblle He BCTpeTuTechb. A Tbl, JxKeHHa? Jlydwe 6yab ocTOPOXKHa.
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Kaxkablh M3 Hac 3HaeT, 4To Tbl Oblna Obl MepBoON XepTBoW, ecan bbl [OKeb B nopbiBe U3/ULLHEN
CEeHTUMEHTA/IbHOCTM He AoTalmn Teba Ao BpaT, Ana Tebs 6bl 3aKOHUYMIOCh BCE €lle Ha pPaBHUHE.
Kopmom ans Tex, KTo xoten 6bl BUAETb HAac mepTebiMU. Tebe nosesno, TuaHy e HeT. [lns BpaT Hac
BCe paBHO ObIN0 HAa 0AHOro 6onblue U A pelwmnna 3Ty npobnemy.

— A Mepu? — cnpocuna [xeHHa CKBO3b 3y0bl.

— ManeHbKana 3acpaHKa BCe paBHO He Npogep»Kanacb 6bl 4ONTO, — OHa NOKasasa Ha Mepu. —
MocmoTpuTe e Ha Hee. M3HexeHHan cyyKal

Ypaap 6bln HAcTO/IbKO ObICTP, YTO HE BUAHO ObINO ABMMKEHUA. KITW pesKo ynana Ha 3emito.
JleoH cknoHWACA Hag HeW.

— 3aTKHUCb! — NpoLwmrnen oH onNacHoO TUXO.

[eb nofoXKun pyky emy Ha nseyo.

— [aBai ycnokommcs.

JleoH nocmoTtpen Ha Katu Takum B3rnagom, oT Kotoporo [dxkeba 6pocuno B gpoxb. B ero
TEMHbIX rna3ax CBepPKasio YNCTOe KenaHue youTb.

OH CKasan NoAYepKHYTO TUXO:

— CHMMUTE C Hee KYPTKY, YTOObl MOXKHO Obl/I0 ee CBA3aTb, MOKA Mbl HE PELINN, YTO AenaTb C
Hel ganblue.

KaTn 3amonyana n 6e3 conpoTnBaeHMA NO3BOAMAA NpogenaTb Bce 3TO ¢ Hel. [)Keb paspesan
PEMHMU K3TUHOTO PlOK3aKa.

— lMNoBepHUCb, — NPUKa3an oH. — PyKM 3a cnuHy.

Mocne TOro Kak ee pyKM M HOTM CBA3AJ/IN, OH MOCTaBM/ ee TaK, YTOObl OHA MOr/1la Ha KONEeHAX
Habno4aTb 38 BCEM NPOUCXOAALLMM.

— Cagutecb! — OcTasibHble HEOXOTHO NOAYMHUANCH ero TpeboBaHMIo.

— WM yT0 3TO A0NKHO ObIT? — 3aroBopuna Tenepb Katn. — CyaebHoe 3acegaHune?

xeb cHan y Hee co nba NeHTy M 3aTKHYN el poT TakK, YTobbl OHa MOrna BblgaBaTb TO/IbKO
NPUrAYyLIEHHbIE 3BYKW.

— WTaK, uto byaem c Helt genaTb?— CNPOCUA OH Y Kpyra.

— Mbl ybbem ee,— ckaszan JleoH 6e3 KonebaHuAa. — OHa ybuna TuaHa M He 3acnyKusaeT
HW4Yero Apyroro.

OcTanbHble UCNyraHHO MoaYanu. 3atem Mulua ckasan:

— Toraa mbl ctaHem youiiuamn. Mbl byaem He nydlle ee.

— Mwuwa npas, — cKkasan Oxxeb. — ITo He MoKeT ObITb HakaszaHueM. YTo ckaxuTe Bbl? — OH
obepHynca Kk Mepu n [IxKeHHe.

— OHa He MOKeT ocTaTbCA C Hamu, — 3aaBuna [xeHHa. — Mbl 6onblie HE MOMKeM e
[oBepATb. Bo3MOXHO, OHa CHOBa MOMbITAETCA HanNacTb Ha OAHOIMO M3 Hac, Mbl HE MOXeMm TaK
PUCKOBATb.

— OHa cymacllealan, — BCe elle XpUnao ckasana Mepu. — Bbl 6bl BUAenn ee B3raag.

CoBeplueHHO cymacweawnit. U A 3Hato: oHa caenaet 370 onAThb.
— OHa 6onblue He MOKeT ocTaBaTbCA C HaMU. — [1xkeb Hbin HepelunTeneH.
— OcTaBuTb ee. — JInuo J/leoHa 6b110 HaNPAMKEHO.
— CBA3aHHOI? ITO byAeT ANs Hee BEPHOM cmepTbto. — [xeb nocmoTpen B Kpyr, Kak byaTto Obl

nwa cornacma. — A 3a 1O, 4YTO6bI M3rHaTh ee M3 rpynnbl. OTHbIHE OHa OCTaHeTcA ogHa u byper
HaZeATbCcA TONbKO Ha cebs.
— 3710 6yaeT 03HayaTb, YTO OHA BCE €lle CMOXET AOCTUTHYTb BpaT, — CcKasan JleoH. — Tbl

CYMTaEeLLb 3TO YECTHbIM, MNOC/Ie BCEro, YTO OHa caenana?
[keb cepbe3HO NOCMOTPESN Ha Hero.
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— Ha camom gene, HeT. OKel, Toraa a npegnarato 3abpatb BCce ee CHapAXKeHMe U OCTaBUTb el
TO/IbKO ogexAay. A cnanbHbIM MELIOK, BOAa M efa oCTaHyTcA 3aecb. Mbl pasgenum sewm cpeam Hac. C
TaKMM BCE COr/1acHbI?

[)XeHHa KuBHyna. Mepu Takxe. Muwa konebanca, HO NOTOM OH BCe e Aan CBOe Cornacue.
Jnwb JleoH octaBancs HenoABuXKeH. HakoHel, TaTyMpoBaHHbIM OHOLA LIENOTOM 06paTH/ICcA K HeMy:

— [keb. OHa He 3acny»Kmaa 3Toro waHca. Y TuaHa ero Toxke He 6bi10.

— Tem He meHee, Mbl...

JleoH noaHAN pyKy:

— Hy xopowo, A 3Hato, Tbl XO4Yellb CKal3aTb, YTO Mbl byaem Huuem He nyduwe ee. Ho nepep,
paccBETOM OHa A0/IKHA UCYE3HYTb, MHAYe A nepeayMmalo HacyeT cornacus.

JNleoH obpaTtunca K Katn, KoTopas cnegmna 3a pa3roBOPOM CO BCE HAPaCTAOLWMM Y*KacoM.

— KaK no MmHe, To a 66l Npeanoyen, 4Tobbl Tbl yMepaa 34eCb U ceryac, HO A yBaXalo pelleHne
6onbWKNHCTBA. HO ecnn mbl ele pas BCTPEeTUMCA, TO A He3aMeAIMTEeNbHO 3TO UCNOAHI0. Tbl NOHANA?

KaTn BbICOKOMEPHO KWBHYyNa, neyaTb CTpaxa CHOBA ObICTPO Mcye3na c ee nvua. AxKeb 6bin
nopaeH, C Kakol CKopocTbio KaTh morna nepekntoyaTb CBOM amouun. BepoaTHo, OHa Bepuaa, YTo y
Hee ewe ecTb WaHc. Ho Oxkeb 3Han nyyvwe. OH npoBen naablLamum No BOJOCaM, 3aTEM NOAHANCA.

— YKe no3sgHo. [laBalite NOCMOTPUM, BUAHO U rae-HMbyap 3se3ay.

PagocTHble, YTO OTBAEKANCH, OHU MONAEAUCb BBEPX MO JIECTHULE HAa NEPBbIA 3TaXK U BbILWAN B
nepsHoit xonon Houu. Hebo 6blno no-nperkHemy 061a4HbIM, HO MeXAy OTAENbHbIMU CEPbIMMU
KnoybAaMUM npobaeckmBano cuHe-4yepHoe Hebo.

[Oxxeb nosepHynca no Kpyry. OH uccneposan Hebo, Apyrue Toxe BbITArMBaAM Wwewn. NMpoxoannu
MUHYTbI. X AbixaHWe paccenBanocb 6enbimm obnakamu.

BHe3anHo OH ycablwan ronoc Muwn:

— Tam. A gymato, A 4To-TO BUAEN. — B Tycknom cBeTe nyHbl 6bI10 BUAHO TONbKO Henyt TeHb
ero pyku. OH yKasblBan B Hebo.

— [a,— cKkasana [)KeHHa. — fl TOXKe BMnaena ee.

— 370 oHa. 3Be3ga.— Mepu 6ecnoKOMHO NepecTynuia c 0AHOM HOMY Ha ApPYrylo.

OHa ApKO cBepKHy/Na M3-3a 06/1aKa, a YyTb NO3Xe OonATb ucyesna B TymaHe. [keb 3anomHun
HanpaBneHue. Tenepb OHM CHOBA 3Ha/IN, KyAa UM HaA0 HanpaBAATbLCA.

X nyTewwecTBue B HEM3BECTHOCTb NPOAO/IKU/IOCh.
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YTpom cHOBa Hayanca cHer. [)keby npuHaanexana naea NOKMHyTb TOProBblA LLEHTP He yepes
rnaBHbIA BXOA, a u4epe3 3anacHoi, 4Tobbl CnyTaTb BO3MOMHbIX BparoB. Y HUX cOCTOANACH
H6eckoHeYHasa ANCKYCCMA O TOM, KTO UX Npecaenosan U MOF/IM M NPOHMKHYTb T€ KpMyallme co3gaHnA
C PaBHWHbI B 3TOT pa3pyLleHHbIA ropoA. Y Kakaoro 6bino cBoe MHeHWe U CBOW MAeW, KOTopble B
KOHLLe KOHLLOB MPWUBOAMUN K TATOCTHOMY MOAYaHMUIO. Bblno Bce elie X0N0AHO. JIMNKME CHEXMHKM
naganu c Heba 1 ocTaBNANM rPA3HbIE CieAbl HA CTEHAX 34aHUN, YINLAX U UX O4EXKAeE.

[xeb 3Han, yto rpynna naoxo cnana. Mo3ToOmMy OHM YrprOoMO CTOAN Ha XO0/04€e M MbITaINCh
yaepKaTb npnobpeteHHoe Tenno. Hagexkaa, Kotopyto [xKeb euie HOYbIO NOYYBCTBOBA/ NPWU B3riage
Ha 3Be34y, Y/1leTy4mBanacb Ha GpoHe NPeacTOALLMX TPYAHOCTEN.

Mepen HUMKM cToANa KaTu. Ha Hel 6blna TosicTan KypTKa, HO Kpome Hee 6osblie HUYEro, PyKn u
Horn 60sbllue He bblin cBA3aHbl, Kasna bonblwe He 6bln0. KpacHble Bosiockbl KaTu passeBainch Mo
BETPY, Urpas Ha ee KPacMBOM, HO celyac o4eHb H1eaHOM C APKMMU 3e/1IeHbIMU F1a3amu, nLe.

— Mownun, — ckomaHaosan [xeb.

— Takmm 06pa3om Bbl MPUTOBOPUAN MEHA K CMEPTU.

— Tbl He 3aC/y*KMNa HUYEro APYyroro, HO Mbl He Byaem CTaHOBUTbLCA Yyouuamm.

Muwa v JKeHHa MoYa KUBHYIM, HO HE OCMENININCL B3rNAHYTb Ha Hee. JIeoH, 0AHAKO, BEPHYN
el ee B3rnsag, He ApPOrHys.

— 970 MbI ewe nocmoTpum. — KaTu ewe pa3 nocmoTpena Ha [dxkeba, a 3aTemM NoBepPHYynachb U
ywna. Bckope cHeronag norioTUA ee CTPOMHY durypy.

Muwa cmoTpen el Bcnend, NOKa OHa He ucyesna B meTtywein 6enmsHe. OH UCNbITbIBAN BUHY.
MpaBuUAbHO NN OHM nocTynuan? Katn ybuna TuaHa, peweHne 6bI10 cnpaBenMBbIM U, BCE-TaKW,
OCTaB/ANO €M WaHC AOoWTK A0 BpaT. HecmoTpa Ha 310, KaTn octanacb ogHa, 6e3 opyusa, 6e3 nuwm un
BoAbl. bblAn M oHM nydwe Katn?

30ecb ecmb 00U, NONbITANCA OH YTEWNTb cebs. Bo3amMoiHO, Kmo-HUbyOb nomoxcem eli.

3710 6blna No¥xb. OH 3HaN 3TO, TaK Kak A0 CUX NOP 3TU /OAM HE Ka3aNUCb HUYEM WHbIM KaK
XO4SYMM KOWMapoM. Tem He MeHee, 3TO He NPUHEC/IO emMy obaerdyeHuns, Begb OHM nocnanm Katn Ha
BEPHYIO CMepPTb.

Mwuwa B3rnaHyn Ha JleoHa. TaTyMpOBaHHbIN NapeHb BbIrNAAEN HEBO3MYTUMbIM, KOTAa FrOBOPU
APYromy, 4to TOT AO0/XKeH yuTu. Jlnua Mepu npakTUYecku He 6bl10 BMAHO 33 ONYyLLEHHbIM
KantowoHoOM, HO Muwa mMmor npoynTaTb B ee rnasax, YTo NPoLuias HoYb OCTaBMIa Ha Hel CBOM ciea.
[xxeb 1 [)keHHa TMXO pa3roBapmMBann Apyr ¢ APYromM. ITO TO/IbKO KaxKeTcsA, AN OHW AeACTBUTENBHO
n3rHanu Katu, He nosegsa 1 6poBbLO?

Y Hero BO3HMK elle OAMH BOMPOC, KOrga OH HageBan CBOM ploK3aK. lNoyemy JleoH TaK
npucTanbHO cmotpen Ha Mepu? OH OGbin ABUMKyLel cunolkh B ee nouckax. OH cxBatmn Katu u
NPUrpo3nn el CMepTbio, eCAIN OHa XOTb pa3 ewe npubamsutca K rpynne. Ho noyemy-to Muwa
4yyBCTBOBaA/, YTO J/IeEOH Ha CaMOM Jefie XOTen CKasaTb: ecin npubamsmntca K Mepu. Mexagy sTumm
ABYMA YTO-TO 6b1107?

OH He 3HaN, HO 3Ta MbICNb KONbHYNa ero. Mulwa BHMMATENbHO nocmoTpen Ha Mepu. Emy
HpaBMNacb 3Ta [AEeBOYKA C TEMHbIMW [N1a3aMM W YepHbIMM BOJsIoCaMKU. MHorga oHa 6GbiBana
YTOMUTENIbHOM, HO TaK *Ke Kak 1 [I)KeHHa M3ny4yana 4yenoBeyeckoe Tenso.

ToyHO B 3TOT MOMEHT JleoH nogHAN Gonbwol naney, 4YTobbl MOKas3aTb, YTO OH rOTOB
OTNPaBAATLCA, U UX FNa3a HA MTHOBEHMWE BCTPETUANCL. MUl NOBTOPUA KECT, HO OH YyBCTBOBanN ceba
obeccuneHHbIM. OH YyBCTBOBaN cebs efBa M B COCTOAHMM Tenepb MATM No r1yboKkomy cHery, A0 Tex
nop, NoKa He NpuBeAeT CBOW MbIC/IN B MOPAOK.

Kmo mel, /leoH? Noyemy moel meHs mak uHmepecyews? lloyemy mHe 60s6HO, Ko20a 8 Oymaro o
mebe?
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TaK MHOro BONPOCOB 1 HX oAHOro oTeeTa. [pynna TpoHynack. OH OrAAHYACA U B NOC/eAHUI pa3
nocmoTpen Ha cnedbl Mepu B CHEry, KOTOpbIE YXKe MNOYTU NOr/I0TUAM NafAaBLUNE CHEXKUHKN.

[xeb nowen pagom ¢ HUM.

— Y 1ebs Bce xopowwo?

— [a, A KaK pa3 gyman o KaTu 1 TOm, 4TO NeXUT nepes Hen, — CONran OH.

— OHa 3acnyxKuna Tako yyactu. U, Kpome Toro, oHa 6bin1a 6bl NOCTOSAHHOM YrPO30i AN Hac.

— A 3Hato. Ho Bce e...

[xeb noHumawLe KUBHY.

— Tebe 4TO-TO KaxeTca 3HakombiM? — cnpocun Axeb, Koraa Mwuwa B oyepegHon pas
NMOBEPHY/ICA N BHUMATE/IbHO OCMOTpPE/ICA.

— £l 3Halo, YTO TaKoe AOMa, U 3Halo, YTO TaKoe TOProBble LUEeHTPbl. Ha yanuax Kak 3Ta paHblue
€341 MallMHbl. A B 34aHUAX, KaK NpaBuno, oaexaa unm epa. K coxaneHuto, y Hac He OCTafnochb
BPEeMeHW AN NOMCKOB.

— [a, Ham nyywe notoponuTbea. Mbl Begb He 3HaeM, KaK Aaneko Bpara.

Muwwa cTan pasmblWAATb Aanblue Hag TeM, YTO OH BMAen. OH NonpaBuA CBOM PHOK3aK, KOTOPbIM
CHOBa TAXeN M bonee UM MeHee 6bl1 YKOMMNIEKTOBAH 3anacamu.

— BepoATHO, paHblue 34eCb XUAM NH0AN, TAaKUE Ke, KaK Tbl U A. 3aTeM YTO-TO CY4YMIOChb, U 3TOT
MUpP n3MeHunca. Jliogm, KoTopble ceiyac 34ecb eCTb, XOTb W BbIFIAAAT Kak Mbl, HO BeayT cebsa
Henpeackasyemo. M 3Haewb, YTO WMHTepecHO, TWaH paccKasbliBa/l MHE O ropoge, B KOTOPOM
NOCTOAHHO MAEeT cHer. Ho OH nonaran, YTo He *KMBET TaM. ITO He CTPaHHO, YTO Mbl Tenepb 34echb?

— B03MOXKHO, Mbl BCE NMOMNasu Cloaa M3 TaKOro e ropoaa Kak aToT? — npeanonoxun Axeb. —
OpHaKo ANA MeHsA 3TO BCe OYEHb YYXKA0. Man Tbl Aymaellb, 3TO MMEEeT COBCEM Apyroe 3HavyeHue?

MuLwa cepbe3HO NOCMOTpPE Ha Hero.

— Al He 3Halo.

[xeb HeoXKMOAaHHO NOMOXKUA PYKY EMY Ha MIEYO.

— 3Haelb, A AaBHO A0/1KeH 6bin cKasaTb Tebe. — [xkeb paccmesnica. — Tbl CNaBHbIN Manblii.

Mwuwa cmyTuaca.

— Cnacubo.

— HeT, gencTBuTeNnbHO, YTO Tbl CAENAN ANA HAC BCEX Tam, B yulenbe, 6bl10 HEBEPOATHbIM, U
4YeCTHO Ha MeHA NMPOU3BENO CUbHOE BMNeYaT/ieHMe, YTO Tbl CPa3y He Mpolen Yyepes O04HO M3 BparT.
Tam Tbl CUNbHO pUcKkoBan. Tbl xopoLwwmnin apyr!

Ecnu 661 mbi 3HAn, Kak 6:auU3Ko A 6bia K momy, Ymobbl npedams 8cex.

— Mbl OCTaBWUAN CAULLIKOM fiBHble cneabl, — cKasan [keb 1 oCTaHOBMCA, NOC/E TOrO KaK OHU
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MOJIYa LW/IK, yTOonasa B PbIXOM cHery. — Ecnu nogu us atoro mupa byayT Hac
npecneaoBatb, TO Mbl, O4HO3HAYHO, UM 0bnerynnm 3agavy

[)KeHHa ornaHynacb Ha ynuuy. Ee cneabl Bbirnagenn TaKk, Kak 6yato no cHery u3BMBasach
TMraHTCKan 3mes.

Cnepbl KaTn cBOpaumMBann BCEro B HECKOJIbKMX METPAx HaNeBo B nepeynoK. MoxeT bbiTb, OHa
yyBCTBOBana cebs Ha BTOpOCTENeHHbIX Aoporax 6e3onacHee, HO TaK KaK OHa He BuAena 3Be3ay
HOYblO, BEPOATHO, YTO OHa becuenbHo b6ay*KAana No MecTHOCTU. [I)KeHHa Bce elle He MOHWMMana,
[O0J/1I}KHA 1M OHA YyBCTBOBATb MO OTHOLUEHUIO K HEWN KaNoCTb AN HET.

— MbI MOXKeM KaK-HMbyAb 3aTepeTb HallKM CAeapbl? — CNpPOCUIa OHa Y Kpyra.

— 370 6bIN0 6bl MAEANbHO, TONbKO Kak? M 3TO CTOMT Ham BpeMeHU. Mbl Ke He 3HaemM TOYHO,
KaK Aafieko Ao Bpar.

— Buepa 3Be3ga 6bla He Tak Aaneko, HO CKopee BCEro M3-3a CHera Mbl bygem ABuraTbCs
Aonro, — Muwa pacTepsiHHO NOXan nae4yamu.

— MbI HE UMeeM NOHATUA, YTO eLle Hac OXKnaaeTt, — BcTaBun [<eb.
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J*KeHHa cmoTpena Ha Hero. Ero Mo HemMHOro NOKpacHes10 u3-3a xosio04a.

Bnpouem, emy LWWAK KPacKu Ha auue.

OH BbIrNAAEN OYEeHb IHEPTUYHBIM BO Bpems obcyaeHua ¢ Muweit, noka JleoH n Mepu monya
ctoann psagom. Ee B3rnag nepewen Ha Hebo, OTKyAa HenpepbiBHO TAHUEBANAW BHM3 CepoBaTble
CHEXMHKN. OHU He MPULIAM HU K KAKOMY peLleHUto, a BpeMsa NoArKnmaso. HakoHel, oHM npowau
H60NbLWON KYCOK APYr 33 APYrOM M HACTyna/an TOYHO B CAefbl CBOEro nNpealecTBeHHMKA. BO3MOXKHO,
TaK OHW, MO KpalHen mepe, CMOT/IN CO34aTb XOTb KaKyto-TO NyTaHMULLY.

Ewe oaHa ns naen Axeba. Ymo 661 Mol 6e3 Hezo denanu?

[eHHa 6onblue He 3Hana, Kak el Bectn cebsa ¢ [kebom. He mor ke oH npocTto Bce 3abbiTb?
[onXHa M OHa caenaTtb NepBbln War? Bo3amoxKHO, OH He OTBeYas Ha ee YyBCTBa. [locnegHel HoYbto,
No MeHbllen mepe, OHa HanpPacHO HaAeANacb Ha B3aAMMHOCTb.

[a, BO3MOXHO, Ux rnyboKas CBA3b NPUHOCUAA BOJSIHEHUA B TPYNMy, U Apyrve Tenepb cnepsAr,
4TO YKe OHM byayT npeAnpPUHUMATD.

Kak mebe monbKo makoe npuwsao 8 20008y U noyemy oH obpaujaemcsa ece 8pemsa MosbKO
Yucmo no-opyxcecku?

Ecan 6bl OHa TONbKO 3Hana. Ecnm Bbl OHa BCe e OCMEeNMAach OTKPLITO MOrOBOPUTb C HUM,
NPU3HATLCA €My, YTO OHA K Hemy YyBCTBYeT. TaK OHa *Kuaa B NOCTOAHHOW HeonpeneneHHOCTU U B
AYLWEBHOM Xaoce, HO, N0 KpaHeWn mepe, OHa MOr/1a HaZeATbCA.

MoTom oHa obpaTnnacb K Mepu pagom.

— Kak B gencreutenbHoOCTM TBOA HOra?

— Yke nyyuwe. Ewe 6041T, HO 8 MOTY MATU, U 3TO FNaBHOE.

— Torpa Bce B nopagke. A yBepeHa, 4To Tbl goMaewb Ao Bpat. — Mepu notepaa nanbuem Hoc.
— fl Bce BpemsA cnpalumBato cebs, noyemy A BCe elle NPOAO/KAD, BEAb 3TO HE UMEET CMbIcna. PaHO
WAW NO34HO OHO MeHA noimaeTt. fA He B COCTOAHWUM yrHaTbcA 33 [kebom, SleoHom, Muwen mnm
To60M1. 3auem XKe ganblle NPoAO0KATb MyYeHMe?

— Tbl He A0/IKHA TaK FOBOPMUTb, KTO 3HAeT, YTO elLle MOKeT NpousonTn. — Barnag [OKeHHbl
KOpOTKO npowencs no Oxeby, KoTopbii wen pagom ¢ Muwen n o 4em-To pasroBapusann.

Mepwu HeecTecTBEHHO paccmeanachb.

— Ecnu 4yecTtHo, [)KeHHa, TO Tbl He A0/MXKHA npuoboapAaTb meHA. Mbl e 0be 3Haem, 4To A
roBopto Npasay.

JKeHHa NpoTAHYNA PYKY M HEXHO noriaguna Mepu no weke.

— Tbl MOXKewWwb ropanTbca coboi, — noabaapmeana oHa AeBYLWKY. — Tbl YXKe AaNeKo NpoLna.
He cpaBalica, Tbl cMAbHEE, YeM AyMaellb.

— Tak oHOo U ecTb! — 3acmeanacb Mepu. — KTo 661 MOr NogymaTb, YTO A NPE0A0NEl0 PaBHUHY!

[xxeb npussan ux He meanuTb. [XKeHHa B3Ana Mepu noa pyKy U OHW NoBpPenn K 0CTasibHbIM.
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KaTn 6bICTpO 1 yBEpPEHHO NpoABMranacb No oGUCHOMY 34aHUIO, HA BaeaHbIX CTEHAX KOTOPOro
FPA3HbIN CHEr HayepTan NoOCNaHUA 3MMbl. YepHble NONOCbl HEMNPEPbLIBHO 6eXann BHM3 MO CTeHaMm,
€034aBas NPUYYA/IMBYIO UFPY BCEX OTTEHKOB CEPOro M YEPHOrO.

BHyTpu 6b110 Nyywe. KaTK yKpbliacb OT CHera, KOTOpbIM y»Ke 60/blie He MOr/ia BbIHOCUTD.
MHorne okHa 40 CuMX Nop yuesnenn, N03TOMY CHEer U Henoroaa He MPUYUHUAN CAUWKOM 60/blOoro
Bpeaa. B npocTopHbIX KOMHaTax, KoTtopble KaTn nepecekana, ctoana mebenb. BepoATHo, 3pecb
paHblwe pabotann. KBagpaTHble AWMKN C YEPHbIMWU CTEKNAHHbIMMK F1a3amu Habatoaanu 3a Bcen ee
O0pPOroi.

«KomnbloTep», — nogymana OHa. — «3TO KOMMbIOTEP».

3TO CNOBO HE HaXOAWNO HUKAKOTO OTKAMKA B ee MbIcaax. [Ae-To TamM XpaHWAUCb Bce
BOCMOMMHAHUA O ee MNpeXKHeW Xu3HWU, HO KaTm 6blna ceryac He B HACTPOEHMU MCKaTb MX. OHa
bbIpKHYNa OT APOCTU U rHeBa. Tam Oblia HEHABUCTb. TeN0 HANPArI0Cb A0 Npeaena, OHa MOLWHbIMU
laramum Npoxogmna no KOMHaTaM M MMena TONbKo OAHY Lenb. OHa byaeT npecnenoBaTb OCTa/IbHbIX
n yboet Mepu. Torga, u TONbKO TOrga OHa OTNPABUTCA UCKaTb BpaTa. Ecim 6bl 3Ta ManeHbKasa cy4ka
He ob6Bena BOKpyr nanbua Mwuwy, Oxeba, OKeHHy M JleoHa, TO OHM Obl MOHSANM, KAaKOM OHa
BE/IMKOMIENHbIN 6oel,. YTo OHM HyKAannch B Katu, 4tobbl BbIXKMTb. [la! OHM Obl, HAKOHEL,-TO, NOHANN,
4TO OHa ybuna TnaHa TONIbKO YTOObI rpynmna CMoOrna BblXKUTb.

KaTtn 3acmennacb. Bce byaeTt xopowo. Bo3amoKHO, oHa gacT [Keby elle 0AUH WaHC. B otanume
oT [KeHHbl OHa NONPOCUT HEMHOTO bosnblero. [)Keb AOKaXKeT, 4TO OH PU3MYECKM pearnpyeT Ha Hee.

K3 npowmbIrHyna B Cneayrowyto Hes3anepTylo ABepb M Mocnewmna K 60AblOMY OKHy C
NpaBoi CTOPOHblI KOMHaTbl. CTEKN0 6blN0 Pa3buTo, BeTep 3aHOCU/T CHEXKUHKM BHYTPb, HO OHA MOr/a
Obl CNPATATLCA 3@ LWWMPOKOMN PaMoii U CMOTPETb BHU3 Ha yAuLLy.

Tam! OHn Tam!

CKkBO3b MeTefNb MpopucoBbiBanncb NATb ¢uryp. CorHyBWMCb NPOTMB BETPa, OHU TAMXKENO
CTynaaun nNo pbiX10My CHEry paaom Apyr ¢ 4PYrom BA0/b YAULbI.

Mepwu nnenacb HemHoOro nosaaun. Kak scerga.

A ewe 3anonyyy mebs.

3Ta mMbicnb 3acTaBuna KaTn BCKPUKHYTb OT PagocTy.

Molimait maneHbKyto 6abouKy,

Ty, UTO NOPXaeT BOKPYT,

MNonmali ee, nocaau Ha NagoHb —

Babouyka nocnauT —

3aTem oTnyctn Ha cBobogay.

Hem, Mepu, mel 6onbwe He cmaHews iemame. OHa roNbIMW PYKaMK BbIPBET M KPbl/ibS.

Katn xotena nutb. OHa crpebna HEMHOro cHera ¢ NOAOKOHHMKA M 3anuxHyna cebe B poT. Ha
BKYC OH 6b1a1 ropbkmMm. OT nenna.

Y70 3TO TO/IbKO 33 A€PbMOBbLIN MUP?

OHa ele pa3 nocmoTpena BHM3 Ha rpynny. HUKTO He NoAHAN roN0Bbl, HUKTO €€ He yBUAEN.

OHM Hnyero He nogo3pesanu! Kak aetn

Bo3MOKHO, OHa A0/1XKHa yOUTb nx Bcex. KaTu 3Hana, YTO OHa B COCTOSIHUM 3TO CAeNnaTtb.

He obmansigali cebsa, Kasmu. Tel He noay4uws [xceba, /leoH nepepexcem mebe 20psa0, AUWb
MosIbKO Moay4Yum makyrto 8oamorcHocme. OKell, ¢ Muweli sce 8 nopsadke. be3obudHeili. Osya cpedu
80s1K08. A [IeHHa? 3my npobaemy bydem nezko pewums.

KaTn 3axuxmkana. Bpata B cneaytowem mupe byayt npuHagnexkaTb e ogHon. OHa aobbetca
3TOro Ntob60oi LLEHOM U BbIXKUBET.
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OHM nosyyaT 3ac/iyKeHHoe HakasaHue. OHWM He BblKa3a/M K Hell HWMKAKOro CO4YyBCTBUA U
M3rHanu ee. Het, Korga NpuUAET Bpems, OHa He MOYyBCTBYET HUKAKOMO COMKaeHUA.

Bopyr B ee mbican BopBasca wopox. OHa ornsgenacob. Huyero. OHa Ha UbINOYKax NoAKpanach K
[BEPU U 3arnsaHyNa B 0GUCHYI KOMHaTY. Tam TOXKe HUKOro He bbisio.

He cmoTps Ha 310, K3Th 4TO-TO YyBCTBOBaNA. YyBCTBOBA/IA, YTO OHA HO/blIE HE OAHA.

* k%

— Tbl yBEpeH, YTO 3TO BepHOe HanpasaeHne? — Hapywwun monvyaHme Muwa v Oxxeb nogHan
B3rNA4 Ha Hero.

BpoBun 1 BoNOCHI, BbIbUBLIMECA M3-MOA LWAMNKK, MPUCHINANO CHEroM. TaK e KaK U KYpTKY.
KpynHble CHEXXMHKN HEMPEepPbIBHO NaZAann U XOPOHUAM BCE Nog, COHO.

MN3-3a BeTpa, AyBLEro B MUX CTOPOHY, OHW C TPYAOM NpogBurannce snepes. Metenb 6obina
HaCTONIbKO NAOTHOM, YTO OHW e4Ba /I MOT/IN YTO-TO BUAETb BOKPYr M MM NOCTOAHHO NPUXOAUNOCH
WypuTbCA, 4Tobbl HE cne3mnncb rnasa. B ropoge croana 6eamonsHasa TMWMHA. 3noBewan. Lym mx
ywewn He gocturan. TONbKO XPYyCT CHera noA Horamu.

XoTA yAnua v Wwna no NpPAMOM, HO [0pora CHOBa Pe3Ko nowna BHU3. [Keb yxKe ABaXKAbl
nposanusanca no begpa B cHer B Tex MecTax, rae Betep Hamen ero 6onble Bcero, u 4TobbI
BbIbpaTbCA, emy NPUXO4MNOCL Npunaratb ycuaua. LLTaHbl NpOMOKAM M X004 NONo/3 BBEPX NO Hore,
OH 3aMeTWA, YTO XOTb M CAerka NOABONMAKMBAN HOTY, HO He YyBCTBOBaN 60au. MNpownble Tpasmbl? B
nobom cnyyae, 3TOro OH He MOr BCMOMHMUTb. JTO BCe, KOHEYHO, M3-3a xonoga. OH AosKeH
NpPoAO0NXKaTb ABUraTbCA, NOTOMY UYTO KaK TO/IbKO OH OCTaHaB/IMBANCA, TO HAYMHAA APOKaATb.

— Mol BMAENM 3BE34Y NPOLWION HOYbIO. ITa YNLA NAET B TOM e HanpasieHun. MoKa 4To Mbl
HWKyZa He CBOPaYMBa/IM, 3HAYUT, Mbl HA NPABUbLHOM NyTU, — 3aBepwun [xkeb.

— Kak 6yaTo 6bl M HE NPUWAKN C PaBHUHLI, TeNepb TONIbKO HET HMYEero, KPOMe 40MOB U BCe B
cepom u b6enom ugete. A Honbwe He mMory 3TO BUAETb, CHayana Oblan KenTble CTeNn, TEeNepb Xe
H6eckoHeuHbIl 6enblt cHer, — cnopun Muwa.

— Tbl MMeeLwb B BUAY, YTO 3TO Yeln-TO 3ambicen? ITO cneayrollee UcnbiTaHUe, TeCcT, COMAEM n

Mbl C YyMa B 3TOM MOHOTOHHOCTM? — [1)eb 6bin o4veHb B3BO/IHOBaH. PacwudposBan am Muwa
cnepyoLLyto noackasky?
— MMpecnegyemble, cymaclweawime uam mepteble! Kakoe 3To mmeeT 3HayeHuMe? — Cnpocun

Mwuwwa obpeyeHHo.

Oxxeby He NpuWwAO B rosoBY HUKaAKoro oboapstowero oTBeTa M OH OCTAHOBWUACA, 4YTOObI
NoAO0KAaTb OCTANbHbIX.

MNopgowen JleoH. 3atem [keHHa u Mepu.

— [aBalite cagenaem npusan. HemHoro noeaum u NoNbem, — CKasan OH TaTyupoBaHHOMY. OT
BNArM IMHUKN U y30pPbl Ha ero nuue 3abnectenun n [)keb B KOTOPbIM y¥Ke pa3 3a4ancs BONPOCOM, YTO
03HaYaloT ero TaTyMpoBKU. HUKTO He MOr MX MOHATb, MOXKeT bbiTb, U cam JleoH Toxe? I3To 6bina
3araZika, pelleHne KOTOpOW 1eXKano BHe Npeaenos A0CAraemocCTy.

Oxxeb nocmoTpen Ha [xeHHy M Mepu, KOTOpble BbIFNAAENM YCTabIMU U NPOU3BOAUAU
noTepAHHOE BneyaTaeHue.

— Okelt. [laBaitTe Hallgem Ham yberkuuie B 04HOM U3 AOMOB M HEMHOIO OTAOXHEM.

[sepu cnegyowmnx AomosB 6bian 3abapprMKaanpoBaHbl MAM 3aKpbITbl. Mepu TUXO pyranace.
OHa 3amep3na, ene caepKunBana ApoXxKb B PyKax N HOorax U 6eCKoOHeYHO yToMunaach.

MNepen HUMM BO3HUK HeBONbLIONK HEOOLIYHO CHOPMUPOBAHHDLIN XOAM. YCbINaHHbIN, KaK U BCe
OCTaNbHOE, CHErOM, TEM HE MeHee, OH BbIFNAAEN CTPAHHO MAgKUM U Kpyrabim. Mepu Habatogana,
Kak [)keb nogowen u obcnegoBan XoAMm, MpeXae Yem PyKOW MPoOKonaTb OTBEPCTME B CHEry u
3arNAHYTb BHYTPb.
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— 370 MaWWHA, — yAMBAEHHO KPUKHYA OH OCTanbHbIM. Mepu 3anHynachb.

MawwHa! [a, oHa y)Ke e3auna Ha MalwKrHe MHOro pas. B WKone ana aesylleK, B KOTOPOM Bce
OblM 0AeTbl Kak OHa. TemHo-ronybon nuaxkak, 6enaa 61y3Ka, TeMHO-rosybas KaetyaTaa toOKa,
CBET/Nble YyNKM n bnectAwas 4vyepHas obyBb. Bce BbIrnagen oAMHAKOBO, TOIbKO MOA OAEXAOW
CKPbIBANOCb TeN0, KOTOPOro OHa CTblAMAACh.

[xeb oTkonan nobosblue cHera B CTOPOHY M NOMbITA/ICA OTKPLITb ABEPb MALIMHbI, HO eMy 3TO
He yaanocb. ABTomobunbHaA agepb 6blna nMbO 3amepTa — a BepoATHee BCero, npumepsna.
HecmoTpAa Ha 3TO OH paccmesancs.

— Pas3Be 3TO He KNACCHO? — CNpPOCWMA OH OCTaJibHbIX. — TaKoe 4yBCTBO, YTO Mbl BCe
npubankKaemca K Hallel npexHen XU3HU. Bce 34ecb: Aoma, yauubl, BbIBECKM MOBCHOAY U Tenepb
elle U MallMHa, BbIrNAAAT 3HAKOMO. fl gaXke Koraa-To BOAMA MalUHY, i TOYHO 3TO MOMHIO.

Ero B3BONHOBaHHOE AblXxaHMe BblAyBano Heboblime obaauka 130 pTa.

— KnaccHo, — ckasan Muwa, Kak no Mepu, 3To NPO3BYYasIO C Y)KAaCHOM MpoHMen. — MaluHa.
fl TOXKe 3Hato, M YTO Ke 3TO Ham JaeT?

— A noyemy HeT. 3Ta MeCTHOCTb U Ta, U3 KOTOPOM Mbl NPUBBIAN, MOXOXKKU. A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO Mb
npubanxkaemca K Hawem uenn. Hawen HacToawen Kn3Hu.

— Ho cneayowmnii MmMp MoKeT CHOBa H6biTb COBEPLUIEHHO APYrMM, — YIPIOMO HacTansan Muwa.

Mapu Buaena, Kak yBepeHHoOCTb nNokngana nvuo Oxeba. Muwa 6bin npas n BCe 3TO 3HaANM.
[)XeHHa B TArOCTHOM MOJIYAHUM CMOTPENa Ha 3emnto, JIeOH CTOAN B CTOPOHE, KOMAaACb B CBOEM
plOK3aKe.

Ax, Muwa, Oxxeb xoTen Ham [aTb TONbKO Kycoyek Hagexnabl. OH XOTen BepuTb, YTO 3TO
cpaboTaer.

— BepoATHO, 3TO AEeNCTBUTENBbHO TaK, — MpPaYHO cKazan [Axxeb. OH ewe pas rnaHyn B CTOPOHY
3aHEeCeHHOM CHerom MaLlMuHbI.

— [eb, U3BUHU, HO... — Hadyan Muwa. Ho [dkeb y»Ke pasBepHy/cs w1 3awaran ganblue BAOb
no ynuue.

Mo3dpasnsar, Muwa. EQuHcmeeHHbIl, Kmo moz 6bl 0amb HaM cusay U yeepeHHOCmMb, merepb
CMosb Xe pa3oyaposaH, KaK U 8ce 0CmasbHeble.

— OH cHoBa HangeT cebs, — npowenTana [KeHHa pAAOM C HeM.

Mepu B34,0XHY/1a U BbITEPAA PYKAaBOM COMIMBbIN HOC. — Tbl BEpULLbL?

— Al yBepeHa. [xkeb... — [I)>KeHHa yMmonKAa.

— Ecnu [)keb peincTBuTeNbHO CAANCA, TO A5 HAC 3TO 04eHb Naoxo. Mbl nponaaem 6e3 Hero.

— B paHHBIM MOMEHT OH pa3o4yapoBaH, HO ero 60eBOM AyX BCKOpPe CHOBA MPOCHETCA. —
[)KeHHa nonoxuna pyky Ha nnedyo Mepu. — OH He caactca. TonbKo He [keb.
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HakoHeu-To nm noses3sio. OHW BEPHYAUCb Ha3ag B MarasuH, YbW HAYUCTO yOpaHHbIE MOJIKKU
HMKAK HE HAMEKA/IM Ha TO, YTO NPOAaBaNoCh 34echb paHbwe. OT Nona 40 NOTO/IKA BCE MOMELLEHUE A0
CaMOro KOHLA 3anofHAAM MeTa//ZIMYECKNE MOJIKM, CMbICA KOTOPbIX OCTaBa/CA CKpbITbiM. Bce
NoKpbIBaa nenes. 3aTx/blil 3anax BUTaN B BO3AyXe.

Oxeb wen snepegn. Emy 3gecb He HpaBuMaoCb. YTO-TO MpayHoe UCXOAMI0 OT M3MasaHHbIX
CaXKeWn cTeH.

— WyTKO, — cKaszana [)KeHHa paaom C HUM.

— Mbl He 3agep)umca 34ecb Hagonaro. — Ero B3rnag ocmaTpmBasl MECTHOCTb 33 OKHOM.
HenpepblBHO Nagan cepblii CHEr, KOTOPbIN NOAHUMAN BETEP, KPYKUA U HEC Aanblue.

JleoH yKasan Ha CTo, CTOALLUIM B YIy, BOKPYr KOTOPOro CKYYKOBA/IUCh CTY/bS.

— Moxem cecTb Tam.

OHWM OTpAXHYAM CTynbs OT nensa M Mwuwa npoTep CTONEWHULY PYKAaBOM. 3aTemM OHU
obeccnneHo onycTUANCb Ha CTyNbA. Kaxkaplit BbITallWA ey U NMUTbE N3 CBOETO PloK3aka. OHM monya
NPUHANUCH 33 Tpanesy.

— A pgymato, YTO TBOA HOra CHOBa B MOpPAAKE, — HAKOHel, CKasana Mepu [KeHHe. — Tbl
MOelb MATU HAapaBHE CO BCEMMU.

[)KeHHa ynblbHynach en.

— [la, c cerogHALWHEro yTpa oHa Noyth He 6onena. CoH NpoLWAON HOYbO NOMOT MHe. Ho morKeT
ObITb, 3TO M3-3a X003 A HE YYBCTBYIO €€ KaK paHbLue.

— A Kak Tbl, Muwa? Kak 1Boe pebpo? — Mepu nocmoTpena B ero CTOPOHY, MeA/IEHHO Kys
cBOM x1e6. MuLa cHAN Wanky n OTPAXHYA C Hee cHer. Ha ero Bosiocax 6aecTtena Bnara.

— Bce ewe 60aUT, HO yXKe TEpPNUMO.

[eb KOpOTKO NOCMOTPEN HA HEero, HoO HMYero He ckalan. OH 3Han, yto Muwa nxet. Koraa oH
Wwen pAgOM C HAM, TO OTYET/IMBO C/IbILLAN XPUNbl B €r0 AbIXaHUM U BUAEN, KaK Muwa HeogHOKPaTHO
NPUKMMaN PyKYy K GOKy. Bblno oyeBnaHbIM, 4TO Muwa NbiTanca NPUYMEHbLINTb 3HAYEHUE CBOEN
TpaBMbl Nepes, HUMM.

— Torpaa, Hagetch, YTO OHO BbICTPO 3aXKMBET, — cKasasa Mepwu.

Ckopee Bcero, oHa 6bl/1a B pa3aroBOPYMBOM HAaCTPOEHMM, TaK KaK Tenepb NOBepHynach K JleoHy
n nobnarogapuna ero eue pas 3a cnaceHme ot Katu. [xeb 6bin eih 6nharogapeH 3a TO, YTO OHa
HapyLwKnaa yTOMUTE/IbHOE MONYaHWE, BeAb Y HEFO Y CAaMOro He Bbl10 CUT MHOTO TPenaTbes.

BmecTto 3TOro oH nocmoTpen Ha [)KeHHy, KoTopasa cuzena HanpoTUB C APYroi CTOPOHbI CTOJ1a U
MOJIYa Nuna u3 cesoen byTbiIKKM. MpayHble MbIC/IU, KOTOPbIE MyYUIM €0 C MOMEHTa OBHapyKeHUs
MaLWHbl, MTHOBEHHO MUCYE3U.

IDieHHa. X000 u caSKomb He npu4yuHuUauU mebe HUKaKo2o epedd. [lna meHA meol ecezdd
npexkpacHa. Kak moabko a mo2y ckazames mebe, Ymo 4yecmeyto, He Harny2ae mebs?

HecmoTps Ha To, 4TO OH ele He 6bin roToB NPU3HaTLCA [I)KEeHHe B CBOMX YyBCTBaX, B AaHHbIN
MOMEHT OH oLLyLWan notpebHocTb B ee 6an3octu. OH nogHAnca, 4Tobbl NOAONTU K [KeHHe, KaK
BHe3anHo JleoH ynan BHU3 Ha NOA

— BHu3! Ceiyac ke! Bce! — rpomKo 3aLwuentan oH.

Oxxeb Hemepns 6pocuncs BHM3. CnpaBa M cneBa OT HEro NOBa/IMNCL OCTanbHble. OH He 3Han,
noyemy JIeoH Tak pe3Ko OTpearnposas, HO NOCAYLWHO NPUXKAA MU0 K 3aTX0MY C/10t0 Nenaa Ha nony.

— Y10 npoucxogut, — TMXO npowmnnena Mepu.

JleoH KaK Awepuua NogHAN TOMIOBY W BbIFIAHY/N HapyKy M3 OKHa. OH pyKoW npuKasan
OCTaNbHbIM OCTABaTbCA BHU3Y.
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— CHapy»XM KTO-TO eCTb, — MPOLLENnTan OH TaK TUXO, YTO BOKPYr ero easa noHanun. — lpynna
MYXX4YMH. Bocemb nan gesATb B3POC/abIX MAYT NO Hawemy cneay.  He Mory paccMoTpeTb UX auu, y
HWX Ha PTY M HOCY NOBA3aHbl KaKMe-TO TPANKU. U OHU He BbIrnaaaT 6e306MaHbIMu.

— MNouyemy? — KpaTko cnpocun [keb.

— Y ABOWX U3 HUX €CTb TONOPbI U KaK MMHUMYM Yy OAHOTO i BUAEN AJIMHHbIN HOX.

— He cnpawmuBai meHs, no4emy, HO 3TO He MOXKMpaTeNn Ayw, — NOCAbIWanca ronoc Muwmu.

[xeb noyyBCTBOBAJI, KAaK OCTa/ibHble PALOM C HAM oueneHenn. *Kutenm ropoaa oOXoTMaNCh Ha
HUX. C MUPHbBIMU HAMEPEHUAMM HE BOOPYKAOTCA.

— Y70 OHM AenatoT ceityac? — TMxo npowenTtana JxKeHHa.

— OHM OCTAHOBW/IUCH, PA3rNAAbIBAIOT HALLM CAeabl N COBELLAIOTCA. BEpOATHO, OHM AyMAIOT Hag,
Tem, cnefoBaThb 32 HAMM UM NOAOMKAATb, MOKA Mbl CHOBA BbIMAEM.

Mwuwwa 3acKo/1b3ua NO NOJY, MOKAa He Pa3BEPHY/ICA B 06paTHOM HanpaBaeHUN.

— Mo3aaun ectb aBepb. Ecnv noseseT, TO Mbl NPONAEM Yepes Hee Ha yauLy UAn B CeAy LN
Aom. CtonT nonpobosats?

JleoH Bce eLLe NPUCTANbHO CMOTPEN Hapy»Ky. [TOTOM OH BHE3anHO NPUXKAACA K NOAYy.

— Al gymato, 04MH U3 HUX MeHA 3ameTu. Ham HyXXHO BblbMpaTbCca oTcloga HemegneHHo!

OHu nocnewHo nononsnun. OHKU yxKe NOYTU Nepeceknn KoOMHaTy u gobpanuce [o Asepu, Koraa
[)XeHHa BApYyr OCTaHOBUAACH.

— PoK3akun. Mbl 3abbInn proK3akn, — npolenTtana oHa.

— fl BepHycb Ha3apg un 3abepy ux, — cpasy ke ckasan JleoH.

— Tbl cymacwepwnin? — Oxeb nocmoTtpen Ha Hero. — 3abyapb O prok3akax. Mbl AOMKHbI
ybupatbca otcroaa.

— be3s Hux y Hac coBcem Hu4yero HeT. Kak aymaewb, AOAr0 Mbl npogepxmmca 6e3
CHapsAXKeHuA?

— ITO 3aKpbITaAn...

Ho JleoH y»ke pa3sepHynca. [xeb c TpeBorot nocMoTpen emy Bcaea,

— [laBanTe ganblue, — WenHyn oH xeHHe, Mepun n Mulie.

— Pa3Be Mbl He [O/IKHBI NOAOXKAATb ero? — crnpocuna Mepu, KOTopasa e4UHCTBEHHAA He
OCTaBW/1a CBOM PHOK3aK, a BCe elle Hec/1a ero Ha CnuHe.

[xeb BbIMy4yeHHO paccmesnncs.

— MbI fOMKHbI ceryac cnpaTaTbecA. JIEOH CHOBA AOTOHUT Hac. Bbl e ero 3HaeTe. Tak 6bIcTpO
HUYTO He ybbeT ero.

%k %k %k

Tenepb Katn yBuaena ero. OHa BOOPYKMNACb 3a0CTPEHHOM CTanbHOM Tpybol n cnpAaTanack 3a
OMPOKUHYTOM NOKOM.

OH OCTOpOXKHO BOWeN B KOMHaTy. lMomennmn Ha Bxoge. NocmoTpen Ha Non B MOUCKaX CNeA0B.
OH 6bln He Bbiwe ee, XyAblM, MOMHO CKa3aTb WCTOLLEHHbIM, HO AMKaa bopoaa Aenana ero
A0CTAaTOYHO OMACHbIM, YTOObI OTHOCUTBLCA K HEMY KaK K CEpbe3HOMY NPOTUBHUKY.

Tbl yysCcMByewb, YMo 1 MAM, HO He 3HaeWb, MOXeWb /U 008epPAMb C8OUM UHCMUHKMAM.

OHa yxMbl/ibHYNach U eLLe Kpenye cxKana Tpyoy.

lModxoodu. lModxodu bauxe. [a, mak xopowo.

Ewe wae.

U ewe oOuH.

Hem, noyemy mosl ocmaHosusnca?

Nou danbuwie. NOu Ko mHe.

~156~



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

3aTem OH yBMAENa B €ro pyke HOX, U KaK OH MOBEPHYACA BOKPYyr cBoen ocu. Ero rnasa
HenpepbIBHO 6ay»Xaann no KomHate. OH Konebanca. BHe3anHO OH OTCTYNWA Ha war Ha3aga,

«Hem», — 6€3MONBHO BCKPUKHYNA KaTu.

OHa cupena B 3anagHe. Ecnv OH NOKMHET KOMHATY, TO OHa He 3Hana, Kyga oH nonget. OH
MOXKEeT NOAKApayNuUTb HA O4HOM M3 3Taxel, Kak OHa cama cenvac u genana. OHa He morna Tak
pUCKOBaTb.

KaTn o6aymbiBana, He BbICKOUUTb IN U3 YKPLITUA U HE HAbpOCKMTbCA N Ha Hero. Ho oH yiKe
CHOBA BbILLE/ U3 KOMHaTbI.

El1 xO0Tenocb BbITb OT APOCTU U pa3oyapoBaHUA

MHe Hyx#HO 3Hamb, 20e oH. Hasepxy, Ha Kpbiwe uau sHU3y. OH He CMoMem 3arosay4umes MeHs.
Hem. Hem. Hem. A He donywy amoeo.

KaT nogHAanach Kak XMLLHaA KowKa n3 ceoero ybexkmwa. OHa OCTOPOXKHO NOAKpPanach K ABeEpU.
Mpu»Kanacb yXom 1 NpucayLwanach.

Hwuuero.

JleBON pyKOI OHa B3AnacCb 33 ABEPHYIO PYYKY M MeA/EHHO MOBEPHYyNa ee BHM3. B npaBom
Ky/laKe OHa NpuroTosmaa Tpyoy.

MeaneHHO OTKpblia ABepb. TONbKO HEOO/bLION NPOMENKYTOK, TONbKO 4TOObI OHa cMorna
NPOCKONb3HYTb. M B TOT K€ MOMEHT OHa NOHANA, YTO COBEPLUMAG OLLIMOKY.

XonopgHoe ne3Bue HoXa NIEr/1I0 Ha ee ropo.

— He weBenuncb, — cKasan eaBa CAblWHbIN r0N0C, OT KOTOPOro NoLwaa APOoXb MO CAMHE.

My>K4YMHa CXBATKN ee 3a BOJIOCbl U NOATAHYN BMIOTHYIO K cebe.

JNleoH pobpanca A0 PHOK3aKOB KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOr4a ABepb MarasmHa pacnaxHynach.
Ctekno pasnetenocb. BeTep BopBanca BHYTpb, NogHMMaa nenenbHble XnonbA. Bocemb duryp
NPOTUCHYNCb B KOMHaATY. MX opyrKue bnrecteno B 6i1egHoMm cBeTe.

NeoH npuwypunca. TaHuyloWKWe B BO3AYXe XN0MNbA MNenaa 3aTymaHunuM ero B3rnag. [nasa
3acnesnnucb. Ha MrHoBeHue y Hero 6bln0 OLyUlEHME, YTO BEPHY/AIUCb WX NpecnenoBaTenu ¢
paBHUHbI. OH NoAYMan, YTO PA3riALEN Te e CamMble NPONUTaHHbIe NMOTOM NMLA M PA3PUCOBAHHbIE
Tena. Ho NMOTOM OH OCO3Han, YTO 3TU MY)KUYMHbI OblANM TOWMMM U C BAeAHbIMU UCTOLLEHHbIMMU
IMUAMM, KOTOpble MOYTM CKpbIBAaAM pacTpenaHHble 6opoabl U A/NMHHbIE BOJIOCbI.  YyXKaKu
OCTAaHOBWIUCb B KOMHaTe U CTann ocMmaTpusaTbca. OguH 3ameTun ero, 6ypKHyA npeaynpexaeHue, u
BCE MOBEPHYUCHL K HEMY.

K cyacTblo, TaTyMpoOBKM Ha nuvue JleoHa HA KaKOW-TO MOMEHT COMAM MX C TONKY U OHM
3akonebanmcb. OH BOCMO/Mb30BANCA 3TUMWU CEKyHAAMM, CXBATUN TPU PHOK3aKa, MOBEPHYACA W
YCTPEMUACA K ABEPU, 32 KOTOPOM TONbKO YTO MocnesHeln ckpbliacb Mepu. My»K4mHbl N03agmM Hero
NPULWAK B cebA OT OLLeNeHeHUA U NOTHAINCb 33 HUM.

JleoH cTpemuTenbHO NMPOHECCs MEXAY BbICOKMMW MeTananMyeckKMMm nonkamu. Ha bery oH
CXBAaTW/1 OHY M3 MONOK U ONPOKUHYA ee. C rPOMKMM FPOXOTOM OHa ynasia Ha MoAa W 3acTaBuaa ero
npecnegoBateneit NOCTOPOHUTLCA.

O4MH U3 HUX BOPBA/sCA B MapanfieNbHbIi NPOX0o4 No MPaBYyt PYKy OT HEro, B TO BPeMA Kak
OCTa/IbHbI€ HACTYNaNM eMY Ha NATKW.

Korga /leoH ornsaHysaca Ha Hero, TO HEOXWAAHHO NOCKONb3HYACA fieBOM Horon. OH 6bin Ha
BOJIOCOK OT MajeHuAa, HO B NOCAEAHUI MOMEHT BblIpOBHANCS M nobexkan Tak ObICTPO, Kak TOJIbKO
cmor. OH OMNPOKWHYA c/iedylolyto MNOJIKY: cCeMWU npecnegoBatenam gopora 6bina nepekpbita. Tpu
TAXEbIX PlOK3aka 6unm SleoHa no cnnHe M Horam. OH 3HaA, YTO OHW HaNpacHO 3ameananu ero, u
NMoKa OH pasaymbiBas, He 6POCUTb I OAHY U3 CYMOK, Warn npubamnsnamce M K Hemy NpoTAHyNachb

pyKa.
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Mepu camwKom aonro konebanacb M 4oAro cmotpena Ha JleoHa. Korga oHa 3akpbiia 3a coboi
ABepb, TaK TMXO, KaK TOJIbKO MOF/la U OCMOTpPEesiaCb B KOPMAOPE, OCTajibHble YCMEeNn CKPbITbCA 33
yrnom. Yepes OKHO Ha Kpbllle nonagano HEeMHOro CBeTa, HO 3TOro 6bl10 HeaoCTaTO4YHO, YTOObI
COpPUEHTUPOBATbLCA B TeHWU. Mepun Toponaneo nobexana no npoxoay. OHa cabllana Warn ocTajbHbIX,
HO 3aTeM BCe BHe3anHO CTUX/I0. 3anaHMKOBAB OT CTpaxa MNOTEPATbCA, OHa M3 MNOC/AeAHUX CUA
aepHynacb. [10CKO/Ib3UB A0 C/IeAYIOLLErO Yr/ia B KOHLE KOPUAOopa, OHA YBUAENA OTKPbITYHO TAXKENYIO
OBepb, Beayllyto HapyKy. CHEXWHKK 3a4yBano BHYTPb. Bbixog. CKOpo oHa 6yaeT ¢ ocTasibHbIMU U
cnacetcs!

CeeT cHapyxu ocnenun Mepu. OHa 3Hana TONIbKO oAHO: 34ecb Bbixod! OHa cTpeMuTeNbHO
Hecnacb NO NPOXOAY K Bbixo4y, TBEPAO HamnpaBWMB B3rnA4 Ha OTKPbLITYIO ABEpPb, KOrga BHE3amnHo ee
HOra LWarHyna B NyCcTOTy HeAaneKo OT nopora. Y Hee 3axBaTUNO AyX OT y)Kaca U Npexae, Yem OHa
NoHANa, KaK ee yaapuaun, OHa NPOBaanIach B MyCTOTY.

Mepwu 60/blLEe He YyBCcTBOBana bonu.

%k %k %k

Katn peictBoBana MHCTUHKTMBHO. C pa3maxy OHa ygapuna 3aTblIKOM Hasag M ronosa c
TpPeckom nonana no Hocy Hanagatouwero. OHA ycabiWwana XpycT U NoYyBCTBOBAsMA Tynyto 60/b: OHa
XOPOLWO 3auenunia My»4mHy. OH B3BbIN. Ero xBaTka HemHoro ocnabna. Katv noaHana 3a0CTpeHHyto
Tpyby, 6pocunack Bnepes n BorHana ee rnyboko B 6eApo yy:kaka. KOmHaTy HanosHMA pés, a 3aTem
OHa ocBoboamnace.

OHa ele TO/IbKO NOBOpPaYMBanach, roToBas OOPYLUTLCA Ha HEro, KOraa Kynak MYyXKUMHbI yKe
Bpe3anca e B nmuo. C HeyaepKMMOoM CMNoM OHAa oTaeTena K cTeHe. KaTu nmonbiTanacb cpasy ke
NOAHATHLCA, HO ee HOTU NOANOMMUIUCS.

MoTom OH o4YyTUACA Hag Hel. OH Bpocuaca Bcem CBOMM Becom Ha K3Tu 1 BeCb BO34yX CPasy e
BbILIEN M3 ee NIerkux. Ero pyku UcKanum ee ropsao u, Halas, Hayanu AyLwmTb.

B rnasax Katu TaHueBanu 3o0s10Tble 38e34bl. OHa NbiTanacb CHOKyCMPOBaATb B3rNA4, U HAaKOHeL,
M3 NPU3PaYHbIX 06Pa30B NOABUICA MYXKUYMHA, KOTOPbIN NPUCTANIBHO CMOTPE/ Ha Hee C HEHABMUCTbIO.

KaTu monotuna no Hemy Ky/nakamu, HO y Hee He 6bl0 HMKAKMX WwaHcoB. OHA eaBa morna
AblwaTb. Teno Katn HenctoBo 60/1€10 TaK, Kak HUKOrAa Npexae — Kak byato 6bl OHa ropena 3axuso.
OHa beccunbHO onycTuna pyKku. Mpu 3Tom ee pyKa 3aZena MeTalIMYyeckyto Tpyby, KoTopas Bce ele
Haxo4MNacb Y MY)KUYMHbI B Hore. Ha nocnegHem u3gbixaHUMM OHa CXBaTW/acCb 32 HEE M C TOJIKOM
KpyTaHyna ee B paHe. Ee Hanagarowwmii B3BbIA M yNan Ha3azd, YTOObl OKa3aTbCs BHE ee A0CAraeMoCTH.
K3TK BblKaTMNacb M3-Nog, Hero, HoO Ha 3TOT Pa3 OHa He MbiTasacb OT Hero u3baBuTbea. Hanpotus. OHa
BblpBasia Tpyby M3 paHbl U CHOBA HaHecna yaap. OHa nWb UCKOCca yBUAENA, YTO Nonana MyXK4ymHe B
ropno.

Katm 6pocunacb Ha CBOEro NpOTMBHMKA. PasbApeHHas OT cTpaxa, 60nM M ApocTM, OHa
npeBpaTUIach B AUKOE KMBOTHOE M HEe OCTAaHAB/IMBANACD, AaXKe KOrAa OH nepecTas LWeBenUTbCs.

JNleoH ckopee YyBCTBOBA ABUMKEHUA, YeM BUAEN. He 3ameannan CKOpOCTU, OH C pa3maxy yaapun
CBOEro npecnefoBaTens B IMLO PHOK3aKOM. 3a 3BYKOM X/10MKa MOCAeL0Ban MPUIYLWEHHbIA CTOH.
JleoH NoHAN, 4TO OH Nonan.

BONbLIMMM CKauKammM OH LOCTUT ABEPU, Yepes KOTOPYIHO yxKe NpoLwiv ocTasbHble. OH NpoHeccs,
MOBEPHY/1 3aMOK M NoberKan no npoxoay.

YBUAEB BbIXOZ W CBET, OH yBeUYUA Temn. JInwb BO3ne OT ABEPMU, HEMOCPEACTBEHHO nepes,
TEM, KaK CTYNUTb HOTrOM Ha yAuuy, OH 3amMeTuN nepes coboi YepHyIo 3UAIOLLYIO AblpYy HA nony. YyTb-
YyTb CMOTKHYBLUWCb, OH NepenpbIrHy. Eue HECKONIbKO METPOB M OH NoNan Noj, OTKPbIToe Hebo.
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BeTep cTan cunbHee, CHEXUHKK, TAXKENbIE KaK rafbka, 6unum J/leoHa no anuy. Buammoctb bbina
HaCTO/IbKO MJIOXOM, YTO OH He BUAEN Aanblue AByX MeTpoB. EMy noHagobunocb HEKOTopoe Bpems,
4yTOBbl HaTK CcNeabl OcTanbHbIX. OH LOMKEH HEMEANEHHO CNeA0BaTb 3@ HUMM, NPEXAe Yem BeTep U
CHer 3aHecyT NyTb.

Mpexae Yyem nobexaTb ganblie, J/IEOH OrNAHYACA Hasag M NOCMOTPEN B TEMHbIA MPOXoa4,
KOTOpbIi OH npeogonen. Ewe He 6bi10 BUMAHO HWMKAKMX MPU3HAKOB MpecnenoBaTenei, Ho yxKe
MOCAbILLANCA TONOT MX canor.

B T0 ke Bpems JleoH 0bHapy»KUA, 4TO AarKe CMyCTA rodbl KN4 BCE eLLe HaxoamuTca B 3amKe. OH
bpocunica Ha ABepb, KOTOpPas CU/IbHO 3aTpeliana, NOTOM 3aBO3MCA C KAto4om. CHayana HUYEro He
Asuranocb. Maneuy 3abonen ot xonoga. BoO3MOXKHO, OH TO/MBKO 3pA TPATUT 34€Cb ApParoueHHoe
BPEMS, HO BHE3aMHO Pa3Aanca AONTOXKAAHHbIN CKPUN M KoY MOBEPHY/ICA B 3aMKe.

Kak pa3 BoBpems. [pecnegosaTenu Ha Apyroi CTOpoHe Habpocuancb Ha Aepb. Pasganncb mx
pa3bApeHHbIe KPUKM.

JleoH noBepHyAcA M Nobexkan 3a 0CTaNbHbIMU YEPE3 CHEMXKHble CYyrpobbl, 4OBOJILHO YXMbINAACH.

%k %k %k

Mepun o4Hynacb oT rnyboKoro 3abbiTba. OHa He MOMHMAQ HU TAe OHA HAXOAWUTCA, HWU YTO
npousowno. Bokpyr 6bi10 TemHo. Teno 6oneno, ocobeHHo 6eapo M ronosBa. OHAa OCTOPONKHO
noAHAnacb u owynana ceba. Mepu obneryeHHO B34OXHYNA, KOTAa BbIACHWAA, YTO Y HEE HUYErO He
cnomaHo. Torga oHa Bce M BCMOMHMAA.

Mboi ybexcanu.

A nowna e Kopudop.

Tam bbin 8bix00. N 80pye bonbuie Hu4ezo.

e JleoH, Muwa u [»eb6?

OHa y»KacHynacb. Y10, ecim ocTanibHble OCTaBUAN ee?

HeT, oHK 6bl TaK He caenanun. OHM cetyac NnpuayT, 4Tobbl cnacTu ee. Ewe oanH mur.

lMoyemy 30ecb mak memHo?

CKpebyLumin 3ByK Henoganeky 3aCcTaBua ee B34 POrHYTb.

Ymo smo 6bino? lNoxoxe Ha Kpbicy?

— Hy, nyto y Hac TyT? — pasganca rpybbint ronoc.

Mepu nogymana, 4to ee cepaue HemenNeHHO OCTAaHOBUTCA.

PyKu olLynanu ee TeNo, 3aTem KTO-TO CKa3an:

— OHa He BOOpYKeHa.

Ee rpybo cxBaTUAKM M NOTAHYAM 3a HOrM. OHA XOTena 3akpuyaTb, YTOObI NO3BaTb HAa NOMOLLLb, HO
He CMOr/la U CI0Ba BbIMOJIBUTb OT CTpaxa. Ha Hee Habpocnam proK3ak u Kpenko 3aBasanu. OHa efBa
M MOTNa AbllaTb, 3aTeM ee nogHAnn. Ee yHocuaun. Mpoub oT gpy3en.

Kyda oHu meHsa Hecym?

Kyaa-To, roe ee oXXuaatoT gasibHenLWwme yxacol.

OHa 6blna coBcem obeccuneHa, 4Tobbl conpoTMBaaTbcA. OHa Aaxe He moria cobpatbea C
cUAaMu ANA NOMbITKM.

— Kyaa Bbl MeHs HeceTe? — [lpolwenTana oHa. — KTo Bbl Takme?

HWKTO He NocYMTan HYXKHbIM e/ OTBETUTD.

Mepwu Hayana TMXO NaaKkaTb.

* k%
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OHa 6bina BcA NokpbiTa nensom. Ogexpa, pacTpenaHHble BONOCbI MU OCOBEHHO nMuo 6bian
nepenaykaHbl YepHbIM. BO Bcelt 3TOM rpAsn rnasa BbIrnageny HeectecTBeHHO 6enbiMmn. besymHbii
B3rnag 6pogmn no cteHam u 6e3apixaHHOMY Teny nepeg, Hew.

OHa kuBa. Mobegnna csoero nNpoTMBHMKA B HUTBe. OHA OTKMHYyNA rONOBY Has3aj, LMPOKO
OTKpblZa POT M 3aKpu4yana B nopbise Tpuymea. B ronose NpoOHOCUAUCL CNyTaHHble Mbican. OHa
AyMmana o cBoer cectpe J/Inse n ee apy3bsax U3 WMKaPHbIX PaOHOB roposa.

Ecnn 6bl OHM MOrnM ceryac mMeHsa BMAETb, TO 3ayBaxKanu 6bl meHs. NpeHebpexkuTtenbHble
YyNbIOKM, KOTOpble Bcerga O6bian Ha UX AMUax, ceryac 6bl CTEPAINCL U OHM Bbl MNOHANU, YTO AOJIMKHbI
60ATbCA MeHS.

KaTn Hayana TMXO XMXMKaTb, 3aTem Bce rpomye. Ee B3rnag ynan Ha mepteeua. OH NeXUT TYT Kak
CNOMaHHaA KyKkna. KaTu noaowna K mMy)KYMHe U npucena pagom C HAM Ha KOPTOYKWU. 3aTem OHa
rPOMKO BO3/IMKOBaNa.

OH mepTB, a OHa XMBa. U Tak byaeT c Nt0bbiM, KTO OCMENUTBLCA BCTATb Ha ee NyTHu.

Korga oHa CHOBa peluvna NoAHATLCA, TO YBUAENA HOX, KOTOpbIA 6bln y Hanagaswero. OHa
cxBaTtuaa ero. OH TAXECTbIO ner er B pyKy. HakoHewl-To y Hee cHOBa opyxue. OHa nposepuna cnabo
nobneckunsatolLee ne3Bne U 4OBOIbHO OXHYAa. Belb 6bl1a 4epToBCKM ocTpoi. OHa MosYa cmoTpena
Ha CBOM KPOBOTOYALLMIM Nanew, 1 BbiIMasana KPacHbIM INLO, NPEXAE YEM CNMU3HYTb OCTAaTKM KPOBU.

OHa ropAo BbinpAMKUAACS.

Ee nyTb ewe He oKoH4YeH. U ewe gonro He byaeT. OHa NnpobbeT NyTb K BpaTam. Yero 6bl et aTo
He cTomo.

HeoxunpaHHO OHa ycabiwana wym c yauubl. OHa NpoBOpHO noabeXkana K OKHy, cnpaTanach B
YIy W BbIFIAHYA B CHET.

A 6ydy Hazomose, ecsu oHU npudym.

Tam 6bian nogn. Osoe myrKumH. Cepble, Xyable, ogeTble B OXMOTbA. OHU NpUBAMKaAnUCh ¢
OpYroi cToOpOHbI yauubl. Boirnagenn oHn nogobHo Tomy, KOTopbI xoTen ee youtb. CamoaoBo/ibHble
YNbIGKN MeNbKanu Ha UX AnLax.

Tonbko TyT KaTm 3ameTnna, 4to MyXKUYMHbI HECAN 4YTO-TO B MellKe, no dopme M pasmepy
HanomMHatoLee YesnoBeyeckoe TeN0. YTo OHM Tam Tawmnm?

MepTBeua?

Koro-to n3 ee rpynnol? Ho noyemy Torga oHM TawaTt mepTeeua ¢ coboi? Ecam ToNbKO... 3TH
nogun He 6b1an KaHHMbBanamun. OHa BbITapaluaa rnasa ot cTpaxa. Het, aToro He MoXeT bbITb. 3aTem
OHa yBMAEeNa KaKoe-To WwesesieHne B mellKke. O4eBMAHO, NIEHHUK ewe KnB. KTo ke Tam?

0O6a MyXXUYMHbI Nepeceknn yauuy u nowamn NpAMo No HanpasAeHUo K Hel. KaTu 3apepkana
AbixaHue. OHa A0/1KHA NOKMHYTL CBOE ybexuLLe, YTobbl MMeTb BO3MOXKHOCTb Habntoaatb aanblie. U
AENCTBUTENbHO, MYXK4YMHbI NO o4Yepeam BOLWAM B 34aHMe.

Kyaa oHun nayt?

OHa HanpsKeHHO NPUCAYLWNBANACh, HO e4Ba 1M YTO-TO ObINO CAbIWHO. CHM3Y NPOHMKANO TUXO0E
6opmoTaHme. MyKUMHbI yAANUAUCD.

Ha camom pgene oHa A0AXHA MCMOAb30BaTb NPeACTaBMBLUYHOCA BO3SMOMHOCTb M KaK MOXHO
bbicTpee cnpATaTbCA, HO ee NtoBOoNbITCTBO YXKe NPOCHYNOCh. M KaxKaa oxoTbl. KaTn ockanuna 3y6bl.

Crapaa Katm ymepna u Bo3poaunacb BoutenbHuua. OHa 06/M3HYyNa noTpecKaBlimneca rybol,
NMoYyBCTBOBA/1a BKYC KPOBU U YXMbI/IbHYNACh.

3aTem Hayasa 6eclyMHO KpacTbCA BHM3 MO NECTHULLE.

OHa BbilL1a Ha OXOTY.
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I'maBa 43

JleoH npocnepoBan 3a BCe CUAbHEE 3aMETAWMMUCA CnegaMn A0 Heb6ONbWOoro KMpPNMYHOro
3[1aHUA, CTeHbl KOTOPOro OblM NOKPbITbI rpadduTU. Tam He BbINO0 OKOH, NULIbL He3anepTas ABepb,
KOTOpYHo JIEOH TONIbKO COBMpPanca OTKPbITb, KaK U3 TEHWM AOMA BbIWAM OCTa/ibHble. JIEOH MOHAN, YTO
cnebl OOJIKHbBI 3anyTaTb Bparos. BepoATHO, BCe NOAOLWAM BMIOTHYIO K ABEPU, @ MOTOM OTMPbITHYAM
B CTOPOHY. HoBble cneabl OHM 3aMeNn U BbIXKMAAKOLWE Pa3MeCTUANCh B TECHOM MepeysiKe.

Lxceb, meou udeu Heripes3oli0eHHbl...

— 3HauuT, Bbl TaM, — A0BOJIbHO 3ameTun J1eoH.

OHM BMeCTe NpoLn eLlle HECKOJ/IbKO LAroB U CKPbIIMCh B Caeaylowem nogbesae.

— Tbl CMOTr OTAENaTbCA OT HUX UM OHUM BCe ellle BUCAT y TebA Ha xBocTe? — Cnpocun Oxeb.

— fl 3anep aBepb. OHM He CMOTYT NPONTK Yepes Hee 1 ByayT UCKaTb APYroi Bbixod. 3TO 3aMMeT
HeKoTopoe BpemsA. A MOKa OHM ByAyT UCKaTb, CHEr 3aHeCeT HalK cneapl.

— Monogeu, — yxmbinibHysca Oxeb.

— I'me Mepu? — Bgpyr cnpocun Muwa.

Hexopowee 4yBCcTBO pacteknocb no teny JleoHa. OH 6b1n B HEAOYMEHUM.

— KaK Tak? Pa3Be oHa He ¢ Bamu?

— HeT, mbl gymanu, oHa c Toboi

M3-3a HexopoLllero npeaqyBCcTBUA B XKMBOTE HEMPUATHO KOJIbHY/O.

— Kak... Ho... OHa b6erkana nepeno MHoi. Ecnm 6bl OHa ocTaHOBMAACh MM ynana, A yBuaen obl.

J1eoH NMxopago4vHO NbITasICA NOHATb, YTO XKe NPOU30LL/IO.

— Tbl BUAEN ee cnepbl Ha cHery? — Cnpocun Oxeb.

— BeTtep 3aHeC No4YTH BCE, A N HE CYUTAN cheapl.

— MoKeT bbITb, OHa 3abayannack? — CKasana [KeHHa.

JleoH noKayan rosoBom.

— fl He mory npeacTasuTb. byab Tam cnegbl B 4PYryt0 CTOPOHbI, TO A 6bl X 3ameTun. Het... —
JNleoH Tnxo Bbipyranca. — epbmo... OHa gonxHa 6bITb BCE eLle B 34aHUM.

— HeB03M0OXXHO, — B0O3pasun Muwa. — OHa NOKWHY/Ia KOMHATY CAefoMm 3a Hamu. Tam Obin
TONIbKO 0AMH NpoxoA. HUKaKknx pa3BeTBAeHMN, HUKaKUX ABepE.

— Mponom, — BApYyr Bblgana AxeHHa. — [omHuTe, Nnpoaom B nony? Heganeko ot Bbixoaa. B
KOTOPbI A YyTb HE CBANMAACD.

JleoH ucnyraHHoO nocmoTpen Ha Hee. JlMua OCTanbHbIX OblnM TakKe 06bATLI yKacom. JleoH
3Han, 0O YeM OHM AyMmanau: cHayana TuaH, 3atem Katn, a Tenepb u Mepu. 3a KaKMe-TO HECKOJIbKO
YyacoB UX rpynna yMmeHbLUNAACb BABOE.

Ho Mepu moxkeT bbiTb elie KuBa. 3Ta MbICNb CTPAHHO yTewunna JleoHa. HUKTO He 3Han, Kak
rnyboka 6blna npopexa, CKopee BCero napy metpos. Bo3mMOXKHO, OHa /sieXKana B TEMHOTE M XAana
NOMOLLM.

— Y70, €cn OHa NeXUT Tam paHeHaa? — Bbipasunn JleoH BCayx CBOU MbicaN. CHEXKHble X10MNbA
6e33By4HO Mafganu C¢ Heba WM nornowann Bce gpyrne wymbl. MoXKHO 6bln0 noaymaTb, YTO BCe
3amepno

[xxeb cKkasan B TULLMHE:

— OkKel. A BepHycb Haszag M nouwy ee. — JleOH Kpaem rnasa 3ameTus, Kak [pKeHHa
B34pOrHyNa N CXBaTMAACh 3@ €r0 PYKY.

— HerT, A BepHycb Hasag. Muwa paau Hac nepenesan yepes NpPonactb, Tbl NepeHec yepes
paBHUHY [I)KeHHy. Cellyac mos ovyepesb, Y MeHs camble 60/blumMe 3anacbl CUA.

Mwuwa xoTen 4YTo-To BO3PasuTb, HO JIeOH He Aan CKasaTb eMy HU CA0Ba.

— Tbl Bce ewe paHeH U Tebe 60nbHO. OT HAc 3TOro He CKpoelwb. BO3MOXKHO, Tbl NPOCTO
6oULWIbCSA OCTaTbCA C HAMM, €CNM NOKaXKelb CBOO cNabocCTb.
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Kamu, sepoamHo He cOenaem smoz2o. A ecnau ece xe coeanaem, Mo A [10M6IMAKCh
npedomepamumes ee rnepexoo Yyepes spama.

— lMouemy Tbl 3TO Aenaelwb? — xoTen 3HaTb Axeb.

JleoH ynblbHyncA.

— fl ke Tebe obewan, yto nosabouycb o Mepu.

Ob6a 3Hanu, 4TO 3TO HEe COOTBETCTBOBANO WMCTMHe. OpHako [xkeb TONbKO KWBHyA. JleoH
3aaymumBo o6am3an rybol.

— Al oTNpaBAACL cenyac xe n Haray Mepwu.

— Mol nogoxaem Tebe 3aecb, — 3aasun Jxeb. Muwa u [I)KeHHa KUBHYAU.

— Her, He }kguTe, — Bo3pa3nn JleoH. — fl He 3Hato, Kak A40Aro Mbl 3agepxmumca. MoXKeT ObiTb,
Mepu paHeHa M Mbl CMOXEM nepenBurateCA MegseHHo. A npegnaratd Bam MATM [afblue U
BCTPETUTLCA Y BpaT.

JleoH pacnosHan no ux B3rnAagam, YToO OHW MOHMMANMU, Ha KaKoih PUCK OH MaeT. He TonbKo
NOoTOMYy, YTO OH BpPAZ AM CMOXET MPOTMBOCTOATb Bparam BMecTe C paHeHoM Mepwu, HO N K3-33
BO3MOXHOCTH, YTOo Mepu yKe aobpanacb 40 BpaT U NPOLLAA CKBO3b HUX.

— Torga A nowen, — cKasan OH W NPOTAHYA ptoK3aku Oxkeby n Muwe. — OHU MHe TO/IbKO
MELLAOT, BO3bMUTE UX.

[XeHHa monya obHANa ero. Muwa cneayrowmm NONpPoOLWAnca ¢ HUM Kpenkum pyKoMoXKaTUEM.
HakoHeu, Jxeb nonoxKunn pyky emy Ha NAeYyo, KakK yxKe Aenan ogHaxKagbl.

— byapb ocTtoporkeH. [laxe ecnm Hawux npecaenoBaTenei n He BUAHO, A HE BEPIO, YTO OHU TaK
6bicTpo caanuch. JleoH, byap BHUMaTENEH.

JleoH KMBHYAN 1 pa3BepHycA.

BcKope cHer nornotun ero.

%k %k %k

Mepu, HeCcMoTpA Ha NMOMYTHEHHOE COCTOAHWE, CAblana, Kak YyXKaku cosel,anucb. [lpoe m3
HUX [O/IKHbl BEPHYTbCA C HeW B Jlarepb, B TO BPEeMA KaK OCTa/ibHble XOTAT NPOAO/IKUTb
npecnegoBaHne ee rpynnbl. Kakoe-To BpemA OHW CNOpWMAM MO MNOBOAY pacnpeneneHus
06A3aHHOCTEN, @ NOTOM OAMH U3 MYXKUYMH OTAAN pe3Kkuii npukas. OHa yCablwana TUXME NPOKAATUS,
TONOT canor 1, HaKoHeL, BCe CTUXO.

B mewwKe gblwatb Mepun nouTn He morna. Kaxabliii B340X AaBancs el ¢ TPYAOM, NPUXOANN0CH
CHOBa M CHOBA Kal/ATb. 3@ Ka)KAbli Kallenb OHA No/yyYana yaap oT O4HOro M3 CBOMX HOCWU/IbLLMKOB.
TonbKko ofHaxabl OHa npoxpunena cnabbiM ron0COM, YTO 3aAblXaeTcA. 3a 3TO OHA MOJyYyMa CBOM
nepsbIn yaap. M ¢ Tex nop oHa npegnoyntana MoiyaTh.

My>K4YMHbI, NO-BUAMMOMY, MeAJIEHHO ABWranncb TONbKO Brepes. BHauyane packauvBaHus B
MelKe 6binnM Tepnumbl, HO Korga Mepu ouyTMAa XONOAHbIA CKBO3HSAK, 3HAYMBLLWMN, YTO YyXKaKu
NOKUHYN 34aHMe 1 Tenepb 6penn No cHery, OHO CTas0 HEBbIHOCMMbIM. CHOBa M CHOBA OHO AYLIUAO
ee. Ho oHa 6osanacb 3a,0XHYTbCA B MeLLKe OT CO6CTBEHHOW PBOTLI. [T03TOMY OHA CraaTbiBasa No3biBbI
KakAbli pa3, Koraa OHW NOAHUMANNCL B HEW. TemM BpeMeHeM y Hee UCCAKAM cnesbl. bonbue He 6biio
HWKaKOW Hagexapl. HUKakoro Bbixoaa. MpoTue 3TUX Ntogen y Hee He 6bl10 HUKAKMX LaHCOB.

Bce KOH4YeHoO.

Tol cmoena dolimu 0o croda, Ho celivac meoli nyme nodowes K KOHYy. lNomowb He npudem.

Ecnn 310 BOOOLLE BO3MOXKHO, TO NMOXOAKA TEX, KTO ee HeC, CTaHOBM/Iacb Bce Hbosee yxabucToii.
MoKeT 6bITb 3TU ABOE MbITA/IUCb CTEPETL €€ CAeabl, YTOObl 32 HUMK HUKTO HE MOT NpocneauTb. Jaxke
ecnn JIeoH Unn oCTanbHble OTNPABATCA €M Ha NOMOLLb, TO OHWU HUYEro He HalayT.

Ymo oHu 6ydym co mHoli dename? OHU ewe He ybuau MeHs, 3Ha4Yum y HUX ecmb 8
OMHOWeHUU MEeHA KaKue-mo HaMepeHUs, MosbKo KaKue?
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BHe3anHoO ee noceTuna y»KacHaa mbicib. OHM Bce OblIM My)KYMHAMW, @ OHA €AUMHCTBEHHas
EeHLMHa.

Ox, Hem, mosbKo He amo. lNoxcanylicma, mosibKo He amo.

OHa aymana, 4yto 60nblle HE MOXKET NAaKaTb, HO C/ie3bl MOMEHTA/IbHO OpPbI3HYAM U3 rNas.
PblaaHMA BbIpBa/Cb M3 TOpAa M OHA CHOBA 3aKawnanacb. Mo ronose ygapuan. Mepu cpasy ke
3acTaBuna cebs ycnoKouTtbesA. ECTb TONIbKO OAWMH-e4MHCTBEHHDBIM BbIXOA, HO OH He ByAeT MpoCTbiMm.
OHa He morKeT 60poTbCA NPOTMB ABYX MYKUMH, e/ He CNacTUChb.

Ho a moay ymepemeo npexcde, yem OHU MHE Ymo-mo coenarom.

k k%

KaTu cnepoBana 3a MyK4MHAMM C MELLKOM Ha 6e3onacHom paccTosaHuu. OHa yabibanack, Noka
Kpasiacb No3aau 4y*KakoB. OHM M He NoA03PeBasin, YTO y¥Ke AABHO NPEBPATUAUCL U3 OXOTHUKOB B
Tex, Ha Koro oxoTaTca. B mbiciAax oHa npeacrasnana cebe, Kak nepepesaeT UM ropno.

A Kamu. A 0bpywyce Ha 8ac KOK meHb HO4YU U ybbio 8ac 8cex.

OHa 4yTb He XMXMKHY/A, HO B NOCAEAHUA MOMEHT NPOrI0TUAA CMELLOK. HeT, oHa He A0NKHa
BblaaTb ceba Bpary.

A npueomoesto 8am rpuamHeili cropnpus.

Heo)npgaHHO rpynna ocTaHoBMAacb. K3TK cTpeMUTENbHO MpuiKanacb K CTEHEe M NonbiTanacb
C/ITbCSA C TEHbIO, HO HUKTO HE CMOTpPEes B ee CTOPOHY. OHa ycablwana ronoca.

— l'ge 3TOT roBHIOK BeH? — cnpocun KTo-To.

Ara, TaK 3Bann TMMa, KOTOPOro OHa ybuna.

— OH y)Ke gaBHO AOJIKEH ObITb 34€eCh.

— BO3MOXHO, OH YyXe BepHy/acA B narepb. HaBepHoe, 3axBaTun Aobbldy M Tenepb
nognm3biBaeTca K wedy, YTobbl NONYYUTL CBOIO A0I0.

— JlepbMo, a y Hac ecTb TONbKO 3T0. — [poBOpYan OH HEAOBOJIbHO W yAapuUA MO MELLKY.
Mocnbiwanca XanobHbIN CTOH.

Mepu?! Ceco0Hsa moli cuacmausbili OeHb!

— Tbl 3arnaapiBan B proK3aK, KOTOPbI Obl/1 Yy ManbIWKM Npu cebe? — cnpocun nepsbli roaoc.

— HerT, Tbl e 3Haewb, KaKMM CTaHOBUTCA TopbeH, ecnu NanatoT ero NoAapKku. Y meHa Het
eNaHua NTNLLIUTLCA PYKU UU HOTMU.

KopoTkoe monuaHue.

— Ha Heli xopoluue Belym, HO OHa C/IMWKOM ManeHbKas, OHM Ham He NoaonAayT.

— Tbl BUAEN ee o6yBb?

— Her, He nuTalt Hagexa. TopbeH 3abepeT cebe Bce Belly.

— Ecnu 6bl OH He Bbibpasn cebe 3Ty NPOKAATYIO AEBKY, TO Mbl Dbl y»Ke AaBHO CXBATUAN APYTUX U
pasgenunmn bbl nx Belmn mexxay coboit. OHM Bce OblIM BONBLLIMMKN N UX LLIMOTKW BbITAAENN TENNBIMM.
A Tenepb Hac He Bygem pagom, korga 6yayT rpabuTb Yy»KaKoB.

— Ho Topbe-H...

— Hacpatb Ha TopbeHa.

CHoBa mon4yaHue.

— Y1o Ham Tenepb genatb? — Cnpocun BTOPOM rosoc.

— MbI ngem B narepb. A 6onblue He 0AHOM cekyHAbl He byay XaaTb beHa. Bo3amorKHO, OH yxe
[ABHO CUAMUT Yy KOCTPa, FPeeTca M XKpeT Halwy eay.

KaTh yXxmblnbHyNacb B TEMHOTE.

He 6ecriokolimeco. beH 6onbuie He 207100€H.

O6a My)KUMHbI CHOBa MOAHANM PlOK3aK. HemeaneHHo nocnbiwanca cToH. OAWH U3 MYXKYMH
yAapwua NagoHbIo NO MELLKY.
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— 3aKpoit poT, — npoBop4yan oH. — MNam nozaboyvycb 0 TOm, YTOObI Tbl 3aTKHY/ACb 34€Cb U
ceityac. I HaBcerpa.

Yy»KaKun NpoAO/IKMAN CBOW MyTb.
K3Tu BbICTynMAa U3 TeHN M BO30OHOBW/Ia Npec/iieoBaHMe.
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JleoH ctoAn nepepn, TAXKENbIMU META/IMYECKMMU [BEPbMM, KOTOPble CaM e He TaK OaBHO
3aKpbln. Bokpyr Hero 6ywesan BeTep, NOKa OH UCKan cneabl B cHery. OnpeaeneHHo, 34echb BbiWwan
TONbKO YeTblpe yenoseKka. Mepu, AOMKHO ObITb, ewe B 3a4aHWUK. [1710X0 3TO MU XOPOLLO, OH He 3Han,
HO peLunn He pacTpPauMBaTbCA HA BONPOCHI, He MMetowme cmbicna. OH HalaeT Mepu 1 BbITalLUT ee.

OH elle pa3 ocmoTpesica BOKpyr. Mx npecnegosatenein HUrge He 6b110 BUAHO.

de oHU? Um yxce 0asHO c1ed08as10 NoS8UMbCA 30ecCh.

OH NpUIOXKMA YXO K XONOAHOMY MeTanny n npucaywanca. Hu 3syka. XopoLwo, BO3MOXKHO Bce
N0 rNafaKo. Bce paBHO y HErO BO3HMK/IO YyBCTBO, YTO TPYAHOCTU TO/IbKO HAuMHatoTcA. OH oTopBancs
OT ABEPM M NOTEP YXO, COrpeBas ero nocse NPUKOCHOBEHMUA C NeAHON CTabio.

3aTem OH pelnTeIbHO NOBEPHYA KoY B 3aMKe. [lBepb CO CTOHOM OTBOPM/IaCb M MOMAHWANA ero
BCTYNUTb B TeMHbIM npoxos. OH caenan nepsbii HeyBepeHHbIW war. CHoBa npucaywanca. Mpowen
Aanbwe. OH aBTOMATMYECKU BTAHYA FO/I0BY M MNbITaNCA He NPOM3BOAUTb HM 3BYyKa. [lOo Ablpbl
Heganeko.

JleoH BCTan y Nnposioma M NOCMOTPEN B TEMHOTY, HO CBET, KOTOPbIN NaZan B NPOX0o4 CHapyKu,
6bIN CAMWKOM €1abbim, YTOBbI YTO-TO PACCMOTPETb.

—Mepu,— TUXO KPUKHYA J1eoH.

OH HanpsXeHHO npucaywanca. Huuero.

— Mapun! — Ha 3TOT pa3 rpomye, HaCToNYNBEN.

OH CNOXWAN pyKM pynopom U KPUKHYA elle pas, Ha 3TOT pas rPOMKO, HO HMKAKOro oTeeTa He
nocneaosano.

«Bom xpeHb», — 4YepTbIXHY/CA OH Npo cebs.

JleoH paccTerHyn KypTKy, OTOPBan KYCOK TKaHW OT pyballKu, BbITAWMUA 3aXKUTaNKy U BbITAHYACA
Ha nony. Ero BepxHAA 4acTb Tena cBecuaacb Yepes Kpal AMbl, MOKA OH NOAMKWUIan NOCKYT TKaHMW.
Korpa TpAnka 3axKrnacb, OH oTnycTun ee. MeaneHHo, Kak IMCTOK Ha BETPY, OHA CKOJIb3HYAA K NOAy.

HaKoHel, OH CMOr XOTb YTO-TO paccmoTpeTb. Meay CBETOM M TEeHbl OH YBWAEN, YTO NOoN
Haxoaunca NpubAnM3nUTENbHO B TPEX MeTpax NoA HMM. Ha nony nexxan KapToH M KaKOM-TO MEHUCTbIN
HanonHuTenb. Ho He 6b1no HY cnepga Mepu. Ecnv oHa ynana BHU3, ee WAHCbl NepeXuTb NageHue, He
NOpaHMBLUNCL, OblIN AOBOIBHO BE/IUKW.

Ho Toraa, rae oHa? lMblTanacb HaliTK BbiXoA U3 NoaBana?

3aTem JleoH 3aMeTUN rpaA3Hble OTNeYaTKM BOTUHOK Ha KapToHe.

Hem, oHa ywa He 00Ha.

YyXKaKkun ee yTawmnu.

Ho kypa?

Bbl1 TONBKO OAMH NYTb BbIACHUTbL 3TO.

JleoH noAaHANCA, OTPAXHYA TPA3b C OAeXKAbl. 3aTeM BCTan Ha Kpawu AMbI, B3AOXHYA U CNPbITHYA
BHU3.

%k %k %k

[>keb octaHoBUACA. OH OTBEPHY/CA OT BETPA U OCMOTPEN NyTb, MO KOTOPOMY OHU NPULLAK.

— YT0 Takoe? — MwulLue NpMLWIOCh TPOMKO KpMyaTb, YTOObI €ro 6b110 CAbILWHO.

— He 3Hat, — ckasan [keb. — Y MeHa Takoe 4YyBCTBO, YTO Hac CHoBa npecneaytorT. Mo-
BMAMMOMY, HaM He YAan0Cb OTBA3aTbCA OT 3TOro TMMa.

Tenepb nogowna u [KeHHa. OHW BCe OMNAHYAUCL Has3ag, NPULLYPUB rNasa, MbITasaCb
PacCMOTPETb XOTb Kakune-To Gurypbl B 3TOM Xaoce.
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— f HM4yero He BUXKY, — npowusHecna [KeHHa. Ee BOAOCHI, Bbirnagbisatowme U3-nog, Wanku,
OblNM MOJIHOCTBIO MOKPbLITbl CHErom. CHEXXMHKWU Tas/in Ha ee simue U 6exxann c/loBHO c/iesbl Mo
NOKpacHesLWwemy nmuy.

[xeb BbITep MU0 pyKaBoMm, 3aTeMm ABa pa3a X/IOMHYA B 1a40LWN, YTOObI CTPAXHYTb CHET.

— Y 1eba ecTb ngea? — cnpocun Muwa.

— Ham Hy»XHo yinTn ¢ goporu. NMponT OKONbHbIMMK NYTAMU. MpobupaTbca Mexay 34aHNAMMU,
NonbITaTbCA 3aNyTaTb cieabl, — CKasan Oxeb.

— EcTb M y Hac cTonbKO BpemeHn? U uto, ecnm mbl 3abaygmumea? — 6pocuna JKeHHa.

— 370 BCe Ke /iyylle, Yem OTKPbITan yamua. 34ecb mbl ierkan gobblya. Xopowo?

JKeHHa u Muwa KnBHynu.

Oxxeb nowen sBnepen. OH CBEPHYN C AOPOrM M HANpPaBUACA K HU3KOMY 34aHui0. Hag Bxogom
6binn ycTaHoBNEeHbl HosbluMe OyKBbl, YaCTb KOTOPbIX pa3pywmaacb. CTEKNO BbICOKMX BXOAHbIX
ABepen faBHO pa3buaocb M oHM H6e3 Npobem NPOCKOb3HYAN B LUIMPOKUI BECTUOIOND.

Bokpyr ctosina HanonoBuHy cropeslwas mebenb. CrHMBLUME KOBPbI MOKPbIBaK Noa. Ha noTtonke
BMCE/IM AAPKME NIOCTPbI HA MAACTUKOBbLIX Kabenax, KOTOpble Kaya/iMCb OT MPOHWUKAIOWErO0 BHYTPb
BeTpa. OHM NepeceknM KOMHATY U BOLM B 3a/1, B KOTOPOM OAHA CTOPOHA Oblna 3aKpbITa OFPOMHOM
PaCTAHYTOM TKaHbIO, CBUCAIOLWEN C NOTO/IKA. HanpoTnB Hee pacnofioXMAUCE pALbl Kpecen 6e3 HOXKeEK,
CUAEHWNA OTKMAbIBANNCL Ha3ad,. 34eCb Nax0 CTAapPOM TKaHbIO U NbINbIO.

MpUBbLIKHYB K TEMHOTE, OHU NPOLUAN MeXAY PAAOB U HANPaBUAUCH K ABepu No3aau.

Bbixo4 HanpaBuAa MUX B Y3KMIA MPOXOA, KOTOPbIN NO Ayre BbiBeN X 0O6PaTHO Ha FNABHYHO YAuLYy.
Mostomy [)keb nocnewwnn K cnegyowemy gomy. 3aecb He 6bi10 aBepu. OKeb B3AN proK3aK M
pewnTenbHO pa3bun oKHO.

OHM nepecekNI KOMHaTbl M CHOBA BbIW/M Ha 6oKoByto yauuy. Cneayowmin AOM BCTPETUA UX
3apelleyeHHbIMM OKHamK. MeTananyeckne npyTbA AOXKHbI OblAM CNAcTM OT MPOHUKHOBEHUA, HO
MaCCMBHAA ABepb CTOANA LWMPOKO OTKPLITOM M CKpunena Ha BeTpy. [)Keb Bowen BHyTpb. Cpasy 3a
HUM nocnegosann Mwuwa u [KeHHa. BHyTpW rocnogcTBoBan pacceaHHblM cBeT. Mx BCTpetuna
cnefyrowas OTKPbITaA ABepb.

Korga [1>keb Bowen B KOMHaTy, TO B YAUBAEHUWN OCTaHOBWUACA. OH Cpasy Ke MOHAN, FAe OHU
OKaszanuncb. OHKU CHOBA BOLU/IM B MarasuH U CTOA/IM B OTAE/IE CMOPTMBHbIX TOBApPOB, B KOTOPOM A0 CUX
Nnop MOJIHOCTbIO COXPaHWUAUCL TOBapbl. CTPaHHbIE MHCTPYMEHTbI U MAYN HE MHTepecoBanun ero. Ero
BHMMaHME NPUBAEKNO OPYKME, KOTOPOE OH XOPOLLO 3HaN. Ha 3aaHen cTeHe BUCEN CMOPTUBHbLIN NYK,
NPAMO PAAOM C HUM KO/IYaH C AIOXKUHOM CTpen.

Bcnabinv BOCMOMMHAHUA, Kak ero geAyllika NoKasbliBaa emy, Kak obpawartbca ¢ nogobHbim
opyXxuem.

OH 3acmesnnca.

Tenepb OHKU He 6e33aWMUTHbI.

%k %k %k

Katn Tepnenuso cneposana 3a noxututenamu Mepu. Ee uenbto, cobctBeHHO, 6b11 nopTan, HO
3TOT Hebonbwon Kpyr oHa Mmorna cebe no3soauTb. Mepu Bbibblla U3 FOHKU. U OHa xoTena
HacMaAUTbCA 3TUM: YBUAETb, KaK CTpajaeT U ymupaeT ee noapyra.

«/[a, amo 6ydem gecesno», — nNoAymana oOHa U COAPOrHyNacb OT NPeABKYLLIEHUA.

OHa npeacTaBnsana CUeHbl BO BCEX AETaNAX U HE Cpasy 3aMeTu/Ia, YTO ABOE MYXKUYMUH nepes Hen
OCTaHOBMAUCL. K3TM wucnyranacb M NOCMEWHO npu)Kanacb K cTeHe. EM nose3no ocrtatbeA
He3aMe4YeHHOMN.

MyUMHbI HE pa3roBapuBann, a OTKPbLIIN ABePb, 3a KoTopoi ucdesnn. Koraa oHn ywam, Katu
NPOCKONb3HY/A TyAa M NPUCAYLWanach. 3a ABepblo pas3gaBaanch yaanawowmeca waru. Katn rnyboko
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BAOXHYNA, 3aTeM MenJ/IeHHO MPUOTKPblAa ABepb W OKasanacb nepen MeTa/l/IMYeCcKON NeCcTHULEN,
BeayLein BHM3. [NTy6OKO BHU3Y OHa 3ameTuna mepuarouwmin ceet. NMoxutntenm Mepwu 3axkram daken m
CMYCKa/NCb B TEMHOTY. 34eCb €l HYXXHO ObITb OCTOPOXKHEN, 6oNbLUE YEM paHblLe, MOTOMY YTO 3BYKM
Tenepb PA3HOCWANCL FOPA3[0 rpomuye, OTParKaaCb OT cTeH. OHa yxBaTMNAcb 33 MeTalInveckue
nepuna, W, Aeprkacb 3a HMX, cAeslana NepBbli OCTOPOXKHbIM LaAr, NOCTaBMB HOTY Ha BEPXHIOO
CTYNEHbKY.

Lar 3a warom oHa cnycTusacb Ha NATb 3TarKel BHM3. 3aTem cBeT ucyes. Katu ycrana, Korga
3aKpbl/iacb TAXKenas ABepb, 3aTeM HacTynuaa noJsiHaAa TemHoTa. Ee pyka Hadana gporkaTb. Katu
Mo4YyyBCTBOBA/A, KaK CTPax KpaAdetca Mo CrnuHe, HO CxKana 3ybbl. HeT, oHa He no3BOAUT Takomy
NpeacTaB/IEHUIO YCKO/Ib3HYTb. ITO KAaKOM—TO XaJKUN MPOXOA C *Ka/NKOM NIECTHULLEN U TEMHOTOW.
Huuyero 6onbue.

OHa cgenana cnegytowmi war.

3aTem ewgé oaunH.

K3Th yxmblnbHyNacb B TEMHOTE.

BcKkope nocne aToro oHa AOCTUINA OCHOBaHMA. BAaxKHbIMW pyKamu Hallynana ABEPb M CHOBA
HaNPAXeHHO NPUCAYLWanach.

Hunyero He cabiWHO.

OHa pelwmnnacb HEMHOFO OTOABWHYTb ABEPb M B34POrHyna, Koraa cBeT oT ¢akena ynan en Ha
nnuo.

%k %k %k

JleoH gBuranca B nogsasne goma no ASIMHHOMY TEMHOMY npoxoay. M3 roptouymx nosiocoK TKaHK
N gepeBa OH cmacTepun daken. K cyacTbio, maTepmnan ropen XopoLuo, Tak Kak BHU3Y 6blJ10 X0N04HO U
B/IaXKHO.

M XKyTKoO.

HakoHel, oH pgobpancA Ao npoxoda, rpybo BbITECAHHOM NECTHULbI, BeAyllen HaBepxX.
HecKko/ibKO CTyneHel, 3aTem OH CHOBa yBuAen AHeBHOM cBeT. KomHaTta bbina nycroi. Moxututenm
Mepu OCTaBUAM OTYET/IMBbIE OTMEYATKU Ha C/Aoe 30/bl, KOTOpbiA NoKpbiBan noa. OHM Bean K
NPOTUBONMOJIOKHOM CTEHE U 3aTEM HAPYHKY.

MoA, KO3bIPbKOM MYKUYMHbI Pasaenvnancb. [1soe Mepeceknn yauly, OCTasibHble MOBEPHYIU
HanpaBo. JIeOH cpa3y »Ke MOHAN, YTO ABOEe MYX4YMH MoHecan Mepu, NOTOMy YTO UX C/eapl
oTne4yaTajsiMCb B CHery ropasgo otdyetnmseit. OcTasibHash 4acTb rPynnbl OTNpPaBuiach BCaesd 3a
Oxebom, Muiuei n [I3keHol, a TakkKe HUM CaMUM.

MrHoBeHMe OH 06AyMbiBan, Kak emy MpeaynpeauTb OCTalbHbIX. HO 3Han, 4to emy Hy»KHO
CKOHLEHTPMPOBATbCA Ha Mepu, TaK KaK ecnu OH cenyac noTepsieT ee c/iefibl, TO BepoATHEE BCEro
HUKOT/Ja CHOBA He HaldeT MX B 3TOM NabupUHTE U3 IOMOB U1 3AaHUN.

OH pewuTenbHO nepecek yauuy M NOcAefoBan 3a noxututenamm Mepu B BbICOTRY. [yTb
MY}KUYMH 6bin 3anyTaH. OHKM xoTenu cbutb npecnesosaTenen co cneaa? bbiam an eule M gpyrue,
noAobHble M baHAbl, BOlOOLWIME APYr C APYroM? B To)Ke Bpemsa OHM He CTapa/iMcb CTepeTb CBOMU
cneabl. JleoH CHOBA M CHOBa HaxoAWMAN OTMEYATKU Ha MblIIbHOM MOy, KOTOPbIEe YKa3biBaiM eMy NyTb.
Emy 6b1710 AOBOJIBHO NIETKO CNefoBaTh 32 HUMU. Ho 3aTem OH 3aMeTUN Koe-4To CTPaHHOE.

OH nepecek o4YepeaHOM KOpUAOP M BOLWEN B LUMPOKYH KOMHaTy. Tam Ha Moy OH Hawen
YeTKMI OTMneYyaToK BOTMHKA OAHOro M3 MYXK4YMH, HO Ha KOTOPOM OblN BUAEH elle oauH. MNoaowsbl
060MX MYXKUMH OblAN TNAAKMMM U 3aHOLIEHHbIMMW, 3TOT e HOBbIA OTNEYaTOK Obl/l CYLWEecTBEHHO
MEHbLLE U MME/NT XapaKTepPHbIN PUCYHOK. HeE3HAKOMUEB KTO-TO AENCTBUTENbHO Mpec/iefoBan, Kak u
OH.
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JleoH noctaBun Hory pAgoM C OTNEeYaTKOM, CPaBHWA M YAMBAEHHO BbIMYCTUA BO3AYX.
OAMHaAKOBbIN PUCYHOK.

KaTu!

Bo BcaAKOM cny4yae, oHa MpoLia 34eCb M TaKKe npecnenosasna myx4ymH. C camMoro yTpa OH HU
pa3sy He nogyman o Heli. Ho Tenepb emy Ka3anocb CTpPaHHbIM, YTO K3TW, o4eBMAHO, He MbiTanacb
nobpaTbca A0 BpaT, a 6exkana B COBEPLIEHHO NPOTUBOMOJIOKHOM HaNpPaB/EHNUMN.

Yto oHa 3aaymana? OHa ob6HapyKuna noxututenen Mepn?

HeT, Takoro 6biTb He MoOXKeT. JIeOH MHCTUMHKTMBHO MOKayasn ronosoi. Katu 6bina ans Hero
3aragkoi. OH He NoHUMan ee. Ho npexae Bcero oHa Hbina Henpeackasyemoi. OH b6bl He cTan ee
OCTaHaB/IMBaTb, €C/M Bbl OHa MPOCTO NOMbITasaCb BCTATb Y HErO Ha NyTH.

Borke MUNOCTUBDIN.

OH perynapHoO MoANUACA O TOM, YTOObl OHa NONbITaNaCh.
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0O6a My*KUMHbI OCTAaHOBW/IUCL, YTO-TO CKasa/nu, 3aTem rpybo BbITpAXHYAN Mepu 3 mewka. OHa
ECTKO NPpU3EeM/INAACh Ha 3eMIH0.

OHa obsieryeHHO BTAHYNA BO3A4yXa, HO BOHb NOTPsSC/a ee. B KomHaTe BeAo TAXKEbIM 3aNaxom
HEMbITbIX Te/l U THUAW. Ene apiwa, oHa NoaHsNa ronoBy M Yy Hee nepexsaTuao AbixaHue. Ee B3rnag
nepemMecTu/Ica C rpa3HbIX, M3HOLIEHHbIX canor Hasepx. /MU0, KOTOPOe TOJIbKO YTO 6bI10 No4 TEMHOM
MaCKOW, OKa3anocb bopoaatbim. Bolaenaslumeca TemMHble rna3a CMOTPenn BHMU3 Ha Hee. Mepwu cpasy
e y3Hana ero. My)umHa c cobakoi M3 nepeynka. Ee cTpax nepepoc B naHuKy. OHa Havana
HEKOHTPO/IMPYEMO TPACTUCL. B ee co3HaHMK BCM/IbIIN KaPTUHbI.

M BocnommHaHWA 06pyLLINAMCE Ha Hee.

Bbina ogHa cembA. Mana, mama, maneHbkaa Mepu 1 ee mnagwui 6pat. Jasua.

Mepwu nexxana B CBOEN KpoOBaATU, ropes TONIbKO HOYHUK, ocBelllaa 6aboyeKk Ha cTeHe, Korga oH
npuwen B KOMHaTy U Jier pagom C Hel. «Mosa maneHbKas, mol #e Mos, ManeHbKas?» [oTom OH
KocHycs ee. Ho aT1o 6bina He Mepu. Mepwu bbiia oyeHb aaneko. OHa cTasa ogepeBeHeBLen, HO OH
MPOCYHYN PYKY MeXy ee HOr U TUXO cKasan: «Bce xopowo». Ho Mepwu 3Hana, 4to 310 He TaK. OHa
naaKkana, u 3To 6bln He eAUHCTBEHHbIM Pa3, a MHOXECTBO HOYEN.

Mocne MHOIMX HOYEM — O4eHb MHOTUX HoYel — oTel, Mepu 6onblie He Npuxoaua K Heit. Ho oHa
CNbllWana, YTO OH 3axoAun B KOMHATy ee 6pata. OHa cablwana wenoT cBoero oTua ¢ [43sngom m
CAbllWana, Kak *aNobHO XHbIKan ee Ntob6MMbIA Mnagwuii 6par.

Ho Mepwu Huyero He roBopuna, oHa bblna paga, YTo ANA Hee Bce 3aKoHYMnocb. OHa xoTena Bce
3a6bITb. [l0O3TOMY OHa MOJ14aNa U HEe TOBOPMAA HUKOMY He C/10Ba.

N Tenepb oH 3gecb. Ee oTeu. Xyaoe, UCTOLLEHHOE /INLO, KOTOPOE CMOTPESIO Ha Hee CBepXxy
BHM3, NpuHagnexxano emy. OH He ynbibancsa, Kak B TO Bpemsa, CToan 6e3 Kakoro-1nmbo BblparkeHua u
NANUMNCA Ha Hee. Y Hero 6bl anyHbIA B3rnag u Mepu CHOBa OKasaslaCb MasieHbKOW AEBOYKOM, KaK B
CBOMX BOCNOMMHAHUAX. KaK Toraa. 3aTem OH OTKPbIA POT M NOKa3aa NoJiHbIM pag, THUbIX 3y60oB.

— BcTtaBail, — X0Nno4HO NpMKasan oH.

Korga oHa nocnywanacb He cpasy, OH NOBTOPM/ CBOM NpuKas. U aTa MHTOHauma ewe 6onblue
Hanyrana Mepu. M B 3TOT pa3 OHa BAPYr NOHANG, YTO el He cnpATaTbcA. He OTCTPaHUTBLCA MbICEHHO.
OHa 6bICTPO NOAHANACH HAa HOTH.

Nnwb Toraa oHa npobyaunacb OT KOWMAPHOro cHa. [ae oHa? lMocne AONroro HaxoXKAeHusa B
MEeLLKe B CKPHOYEHHOM No3e OHa NMo4YyBCTBOBA/IA, YTO MbILLLbI CBena cyaopora. KoneHu noaorHyamch
M oHa pyxHyna. OAMH U3 ee NoOXUTUTENEN MOAHAN €e 33 BOJIOChbl U CHOBa NOCTaBuA Ha Horu. Mepu
3aKpuyana.

— YcnoKowca, — ckasan MyX4duHa ¢ iMuom ee otua. OH cnpocun:

— Y T1ebd ecTb ega?

Bonpoc yausun Mepu. Mpowno Kakoe-To BpemMsa, Npexae Yem A0 Hee AoLwen CMbICA BONpocCa.
Ny Hee NosiBMNACb HAaAEXKAa, YTO 3TO BCEro /INLLIb COH, HO 3TO YyBCTBO KaHY/0 B HEObITUE, KOrAa OHa
NOCMOTpPENa B XONOA4HbIE r1a3a MyXK4YMHbI.

— [Ja. — Mepu nonbiTanacb He MOKa3aTb CBOM CTPaxX W yKasana Ha PHOK3aK, KOTOpPbIN
MY}UYMHbI OCTaBUAWN PALOM C HEW Ha noay. — Ho 3Toro He MHoro.

XOTA OH M cnpocun 06 3TOM, Ka3asocCb, YTO COAEPKMMOE He MHTepecoBasno ero. OH KMBHYA
CBOWMM NOAAM, KOTOPbIe Cpasy Ke 3abpanm ero n CKPbIUCD B Yray.

Mepu nblTanacb HE3aMeTHO COCTaBUTb BMeyaT/ieHne OT MecTa, B KoTopoe ee 3atawman. OHo,
AO/MKHO 6bITb, HAXOAWMNOCL NOA, 3eM/IEM, TaK KaK HU OAHOr0 OKHa He 6bin0. ToNbKO ronbl 6eToH, no
KOTOPOMY MaNeHbKMMMK pyderMKamu CTeKana Ha 3emaio Bnara. MomeweHue 6bino 6onbwMM U
NyCTbIM, pa3aeneHHbIM KapTOHOM M AOCKaMM Ha MHOTO MasleHbKUX OTKPbITbIX OTCEKOB, B KOTOPbIX Ha
CTapbix MaTpacax obuTanu TemHblie ¢urypbl. Ho 3gecb npucyTcTBOBanM HemHorve. Mepu ysuaena,
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Kak B6nectenn rnasa B nonympake. nasa c nobonbITCTBOM ee paccmaTpmBaan nNpu ceeTe $paKkenos,
YCTaHOBNEHHbIX Ha cTeHe. OHa onyctuna B3rnag,. Moscogy Ha 3emse BanAnMCb obrnoaaHHble
6nepHble KocTu. Mepwu crnoTHyna. Ee 3aTawmnm B Kowmap. B ee nepcoHanoHbIlM ag,

— Tebe HpaBUTCA MOe LLAapCTBO? — CNPOCUA MYXKUYMHA, KOTOPbIA ABHO Obln NpeasoanTenem
rpynnbl. CHOBa M CHOBa BCMbIXMBA/NO B €ro TEMHOM Anuue oTuoBcKoe. OHa pewwuna 6onblie He
CMOTpPETb Ha Hero. Bo3amMoXXHO, OHa CMOXKeT NPeoao/ieTb OLeNeHeHNEe, KOTOPOe OLLYLLAN0Ch BO BCEM
ee Tene.

Mepu monyana. Ee TpAcno oT cTpaxa M usHemoXKeHuna. OHa IMXOPAZ0YHO MCKana 3anacHoM
BbIX0A,. [MPOCHYNNCb €e MHCTUHKTbI BbIXXMBAHWA, HO OHA 3HaNa, YTO MMENCA TOJIbKO OAWMH BbIXOA U3
aTOM cnTyaumm. OH He CMOXKET CHOBa 0TO6paTh MX Yy Hee. Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa onepeamT ero.

— [axe He gyman o6 3TomM, — CcKasan el yenoBek. — Tbl NPUHAANENKULWb MHE U Tbl 3TO
3Haewb. OTcloAa HeT BbIXxoAa.

Mepu UcnyraHHO M TAXKeNOo 3aapbllana.

OH HaK/NIOHWUACA K HEW, B3AN NPAAb BOIOC B PYKY U MOHIOXa.

— Tbl XOpOLWO NaxHelwb.

MN3-3a ero 310BOHHOTO AblXaHMA Yy Hee nepexBaTu/io ropo.

— [MorkanyicTta, noxanyincra, HeT. MNoxkanyincra, HeT. Ecam A YTO-TO caenana HenpaBUAbHO,
TOrAa... Toraa NnpocTM MeHa, — npobopmoTana OHa TUXO.

OH 6e33y60 ynblbHYCA el.

— Ho HeT, Tbl BCce caenana npasBuabHO. Tbl HallNA MEHA, AaXKe eCcAn MHe W npuwaock Tebe
HEeMHOro NoOMOUb.

Mepu noKayana ronoBow.

— To, Yero Bbl XOTUTE, Bbl HE NOAYYUTE.

Ero ygap ctan HeoXuaaHHOCTbIO. PyKa yaapuna ee no 1Ly, OTKUHYB ro/1oBy B CTOPOHY. Mepwu
3acToHasa. OHa cxBaTUNACh 3a CBOIO LLEKY M 3an1aKkana.

OH cHoBa npmnbansnaca K Hen. HexkHO NpoBeN NanbLeM Mo TblI/IbHON CTOPOHE ee KUCTW.

— Tbl He AOMKHA NNaKaTb, — CKa3an OH. 3aTem ero rosioc CTaa onacHo TMxum. — Ho ecau Tol
n panblue byaewb ynpsaMmUTbCA, TO A A0KeH byay HayuuTb Teba maHepam.

3710 cnoBo. Kak 4acTo oHa c/ablwana oT Hero 3To cnoBo. Ee B3rnsaa HauMHan racHyTb. KapTUHKK
M3 NPOLLNIOro XOTeNn yBneyb ee 3a coboit. MNepepn Helt yrpoxKatowe croan otey,. Mepu cHoBa bbina
[EeBOYKOM M3 BOCMOMMUHAHUMN

— [MMouyemy? — B3amonunacb Mepu. — loyemy Tbl 3aecb?

OH HaKNoHWAN ronoBy. MecTKoe BblpaXKeHMe WcYes3No M3 ero TeMHbIX rnas. [lotom OH
YXMbINbHYNCA U B3J,0XHYA. My)UMHA YTO-TO CKa3an ei, HO OHa YCAbllwana Apyron ronoc.

HaKoHeu-TO Tbl CHOBa NpUHagnexulb mHe. Tenepb Mbl byaem cyactamebl. — OfHOM pyKoW
OH B34/ ee 3a Noab0poAoK, Apyrasa nerna Ha ee begpo.

C atoro momeHTa Mepu 6onblie He 6bina Mepu. OHa 6bina ganeko.

Cepaue KaTM Ha KOPOTKM MOMEHT OCTaHOBWMIIOCb, HO 3aTeM OHa MNOoHANa, 4YTo ¢aken
NPUKPENAeH K CTeHe M HUKTO He noacteperaeT ee. OHa obexkana BOKpPYr B3rnagom. HuKoro He
BMAHO.

[Bepb OTKpblnacb B OO/MbLIYHD KOMHATy, MOTO/NIOK KOTOPOM MNOAAEPXKMBACA MACCUBHbIMM
KPYr1biIMW KoloOHHaMKU. CneBa OT Hee MMe/ICA KaMeHHbIW KoNoZel, Beayluii Ha BEPXHUE 3TaXKu, a
cnpaBa OT Hee rpy3oBas nnatdopma, Kotopas yxoauna B rnybuHy. KTto-To AaBHO nocTapasncs
pa3aenvTb NNOoLWAAb NOMELLEHNA HA MaNlEHbKME NPSAMOYTrO/ibHblE OTCEKU U CHABAUTb UX HOMEPaMMU.

Mpamo nepen Hel HaXoAUNCA METANIUYECKUN WKad. NMpMMepPHO B YeNOBEYECKMIN POCT, OH 6bin
BbllLEe ee Ha rosioBy. MeTann 6bi1 XONOAHBIM M TNaAKMM, NPU 3STOM CTPAHHO He NOBpPeXKAEHHbIN. KaTn
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nposena No Hemy pykoi. OHa NOCMOTpPeNa Ha MaTOBOE MOJie U3 CTEKNA, B KOTOPOM OTPAXKaNOCb ee
L0, M B34pOTHya.

310 6blNI0 He ee oTpaxeHue. ITo bblna He oHa. He Katu. To, uto cmoTpeno Ha Hee, 6bisio
MOHCTPOM C M3Ma3aHHbIM KPOBbIO M MenJiomMm AMUOM. [Nasa, rnyboKo Noca*KeHHble B ra3HULAX,
TYCKNO 6nectenn Kak obwapnaHHblie KamHWU. OHa oTTonbipuaa rybbl 1 obHa*Kkmnna 3ybol.

A cmana wusomHeim. A 6onbwe He A.

BHe3anHo y Hee HaBepHYAUCb c/ie3bl. YTO-TO CNOMasIoCh M OHA Hayana CUAbHO Nnakatb. OHa He
BblAEepKaia U rPOMKO 3apblaasia, HECMOTPA Ha PUCK ObITb 0OHaPYKEHHOMN.

BHE3anHO BO3HWKAM KapTUHKWU U3 OANEKOM KU3HWU. 3aCTaBNAA ee NaaKaTb ewe cuabHee. Katu
yBMAENA MY)KUYMHY. BbICOKOro M CTPOMHOro. 3aropenoro, C AUKUMM, BbIFOPEBLUMMM HA COJHUE
6en0KypbIMM TOKOHAMU. TpexaHEeBHOM LWETUHOM U YXMbINIKOM AeP3KOro MasibYyMWKKM Ha auue. ITo
6bino0 Amuo ee otua. CepduHructa. ConHue ABCTpPasMM HAPWUCOBANO Ha Hem bHecuncneHHoe
KONMYEeCTBO CKNAL0K M B YrONIKaX r1a3 KoXa pacceanach TbicAYamMmM MaieHbKUX MOPLLMHOK.

Manoyka? [oe mei?

B cBOEM CO3HAHWM OHaA CAblWana ero ronoc.

— Jopoeas, nolidem. Mope 3amevyamernsHoe u conHuye caemum. [asali 3alimemcsa ceppuH2om.

— Hem. A donxHa 2c0mosumeca K wkone. Mol nuwem 3aempa mecm.

— LWkona? Tel ayywaa cepghuHaucmya, Komopyr A Mmosbko eudesn. [losxce meol bydewo
3apabameisames cepguHzom. Tbl 8blU2PAAA BCE COPEBHOBAHUA HA KOHMUHeHme. Mup omKpeim 0nsa
mebsa. 3aby0b o 3ybpexcke. A cam...

A 3Hato, — nepebuna oHa ero. — Tbl cam moxe bpocun WKony u He CMompAa Ha 3Mo cman
c4acmauBsIM.

Ho Ha camom pgene oHa gymana, YTO OH HeyAauyHWK. KTO-TO, KTO KMBET OAHUM OAHEM U BEpPUT,
YTO TPaBKa M cepdUHr 3TO UCTUHHOE cyacTbe. HeypauHuK. Ee maTb npesupana 3Toro Myx4umHy M
OCTaBW/a €ro, Koraa OHU C CcecTpoi bbinum ewe maneHbKMMU. Yna, He CKa3as HU C/I0Ba. TONbKO C
yemozaHom B pyke. KaTm nnakana, nobexas 3a Hel Bcies. ManeHbKkue pyvyku LEnnsnucb 3a ee
tOOKY, HO YKEHLMHA, KoTopaa bblna ee maTepbto, MCYE3NA B Pa3rap KapKoro AHA. A ee oTel? Jlexan
Ha AMBaHe nof Kandom, NoKa No TeNeBU30pY L0 O4HO M3 3TUX HAL0eA/IUBbIX TOK-LLIOY.

KaTn nbiTanace ero pasbyamTtb, XoTena eMy CKasaTb, YTO Mama yLaa, HO OH Kak pa3 HaxoAauaca
B CTPAHEe HAapKOTMYECKUX CHOBUAEHUM, N3 KOTOPOW BEPHY/ICA TO/IbKO BEYEPOM.

KaTn onyctunacb Ha rpasHbln nona. Onepnack CAMHOM O MeTanan4Yyeckuih Wwkad, noATAHyNa
KoneHn n ob6xBaTmia HOMM pyKamu.

Mamouka? [Oe mbi?

Moxcanylicma, 8epHuUCL HA3ao.

Moxcanylicma, 3a6epu meHsA. 30ecb 04eHb CMPAWHO U A 60oHCb.

Ho KapTuHKKM nobaeknm n Tocka no maTepwm paccesnacb. OHa ele HEKOTOpOe BpemMs nocmaena
TaK, 3aTem BcTana. Ee B3rnaa nepemectuica K rpy3oBov nnatpopme, KoTopas Bena BHU3. U3 rnybuHbl
OHa C/blWana *KanobHble cToHbl Mepu.

Mepu. OHa BbITepaa HoC pykaBom. Ee ApocTb Ha Mepu 6eccnenHo ncuesna. Katu ceityac 3Hana,
4yTo cMepTb Mepu He nopaayeT. OHa byaeT u ganbluie npecnesosatb Mepwu, HO, BEpOATHO, Hosblue
He Hy)KOaeTcAa B ee cmepTu. B ee ronose rocnoactsoBasia nycrtoTa, €e MblCinM 6blan cOBEpPLUEHHO
AcHbIMK. OHa KaTn, 1 oHa 6bla ogMHOKa 1 noTepsaHa. KTo-To BbipBaa ee M3 ee MMpa U K 3TOMY elle
3aCTaBUA 34€eCb, B 3TOM CYpOBOM Mupe, BOpPOTbCA 33 CBOK KM3Hb, HO 3TO Oblna 6e3HagexHan
6opbba, KOTOpyd OHAa He Morna BbiUrpaTtb. LleHa BbIXKMBaHMA onpegenanacb OgHUM M3 NapHeWn
MoeT 6bITb, J/leoHOM. apeHb 6bln BbIHOCAUBBLIM, KaK Kpbica. OH BbIUIPan YKe MHOFO CpaXKeHun u
3Ty BbIUTpaeT.
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HeT, y Hee He 6blJ10 HUKAKOrO WaHCa, Tak YTO HEe MMEeNo 3HAYeHWUs, NNECTUCb /I el NO CHery
AN nepecekaTb 6ecnnogHyto, }KapKyr pPaBHUHY. B KOHEYHOM cyeTe, HUYTO He MMENOo 3HAYeHMA, 3TO
H6onblie He UrPaso HUKAKOM ponu.

OHa 6bl ele pas OXOTHO NOCMOTPENA Ha COJHLE, owyTuaa bbl BONHbI M BeTep B Bonocax. Ha
A0oCKe ans cepduHra nasxy Hasctpedy. YTobbl ObITb e4MHOM ¢ HECKOHEUYHbIM OKEQHOM.

Ho 310 HeBo3MOXHO. OHa byaeT 34eCb, B 3TOM XO/I0AHOM, FPA3SHOM MECTe MCKaTb CBOW KOHeL,

KaTn nocmoTtpena Ha HOX B CBOEM Kynake W HanpaBwuaa CTOMbl B HAaMPaBAEHWW NECTHULbI,

KoTopas Bena B rnybuHy. OHa He ByaeT ymunpaTtb oaHa.
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I'maBa 46

[xxeb B3Becun nyk B pyke. Opy)Kune pacnonoxmnocb B ero xsaTke TOYHO CaMasA ecTecTBeHHas
Belb B mupe. OH OCTOPOXKHO HATAHYA TeTusy. Bpema ¢ Hen, BUAMMO, HUYero He caenano. PosHo,
Nnerko u 6eclymHO OHa AOCTUINA CBOEro HaMBbICWEro HATAMEHMA, npexae yem [xeb ocnabun
AasneHue. OH yxmblnbHyAca Muwwe.

— Mbl 60nblie He 6e30pYKHbI.

— Tbl ymeelb ¢ HUM 0bpawatbes? — cnpocun Muwwa.

— [a, HO He cnpalmnBai MeHA, NoYemy.

[)KeHHa noBepHynacb BOKPYr CBOEM OCM M 06bICKana KOMHaTy B3rns40M.

— MoeT bbITb, 34eCb HakAEeTCA YTO-TO ANA MUK N MeHA.

— Xopouwasa naea, — ckasan Ixxeb. — Ho mbl A0/1KHbI TOPONUTLCA. Ham HY)KHO YKpbITUE Ha
HOYb. 10 3TOro Mbl 4O/IXKHbI eLe OTAENATbCA OT HaLIMX NpecnenoBaTenein.

OHM pasgenunnucb U MeToamyHO O0ObICKanM KOMHATy. B KoHUe KOHUoB Mwuwa Hawen
3aK/IeEHHYI0 Y3KYH0 KOPOOKY, KOTOPYK OH Cpasy e OTKPblA. Tam fexana Taxenas noJMpoBaHHanA
OepeBAHHAA LWTYKA C TOACTbIM OKPYrAbiM KoHUom. OH B3An ee B PyKy, ABa pas3a ydapua no
BOOOparKaeMoMy NPOTUBHUKY M OCTaNCA JOBOJIEH.

— KTo-HMbYyAab 3HaET, Y4TO 3TO TaKoe? — CNPOCU OH.

[)XeHHa noKavana ronoson, Ho y [I>keba nepes BHYyTPEHHMM B30POM BO3HUKIN KaPTUHKW.

— fAl nonarato, 4TO C NOMOLLbIO 3TOrO UrpPatoT € MAYOM... Bencbon.

— bencbon? — yausunca Muwa.

— [a, oTnpaBnsewb MmAY Yepes none, a Apyrom NbITaeTca ero NoMmaThb.

Muwa yxmblnbHyACA.

— 3BYYMT KaK-TO rayno.

— fl, K CO’KaneHuto, HUYero He Hawna, — ckasana [)KeHHa 1 NoXKana naevyamu.

[xxeb poctan HoXK KT U3 KapmaHa LWTAaHOB U NPOTAHYA el

— Jlyywe ocTaBb ero cebe, — oTKazanacb [KeHHa.

— Y MeHA yXKe eCTb TO, YeM A MOTy 3aWwmwaTbcA. BaxHo, 4Tobbl Tbl TOXKE Morna.

[)KeHHa HepeLwnTeNbHO B3A1a opyaune.

— Ecnu 3axouewwb BepHyTb, TO A Tebe oTaam.

OH MaxHyn pyKoii.

— CoxpaHu ero, — [1>keb eLye pa3 ocMOTpen Bce BOKPYr. — Tenepb Hag0 cnpaTaTbCs.

OH 3aKpenun Koi4aH co cTpenamm y ceba Ha pemHe. Jlyk oH cBobogHO aepkan B pyke. Muwa
NONOXWUA AepeBAHHYI0 AYOMHKY Ha naevo.

— Al yxke 4YyBCTBYIO cebA nyywwe, — ckasan oH.

Oxxeb wen snepegyn. OHM yKe Nepeceknn NONOBUHY KOMHATbl, Koraa [xkeb ycnbiwan TMxui
ckpebywimii 3ByK. [lBoe apyrux Toxe ero cabiwanu. OH wen n3 Kopugopa 3a HUMK. [xkeb ToTyac xe
ONYCTUCA Ha KOZIEHW U NPUIOKMA YKa3aTebHbIM naney, K rybam. Muwa u [ykeHHa Toxe npucenu.

— Tuxo, — npowenTan Jxeb. OH yKa3an Ha ABepb B KOHLE KOMHATbI.

COrHyBLUMCb U ULLLA YKPLITUA, OHX NPOMOA3/N TOProBOE NOMELLEHNE U AOCTUIN Bbixoaa. [xxkeb
MONIOXKMA PYKY Ha ABEPHYIO PYYKy. Bce 6bin0 TMX0. HUrae HMKakoro asukeHma. HUKaKoro npusHaka,
4yTO MX 0BHapyunu. OH yKe noayman, yto owmnbcAa M wym 6bln BbI3BAaH BETPOM, KOTAa 3aMeTUN
ABUXKeHMe.

HeckonbKo TeHel Mano-nomany menbKanu B NOMeLLEHUN.

Kyna oHu beryt?

[eb 3Han ToNbKO, YTO OHW HEYMOIMMO NPUBAMKANUC.

* k%
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OuHyBwanaca Mepu nexana co CBA3aHHbIMU PyKamMW Ha XONOAHOM KameHHOM noay. powno
MrHOBEHWe, 3aTem nocnefgHue cobblITMA CHOBA XMBO NpeacTany nepen ee rnasamu. Ha rnasa
HaBepHyAUCb cnie3bl. OHA NPOrnoTU/aa HapacTaloliee OT4asHME W MOMblTanacb npueectu cebsa B
BEPTUKA/NIbHOE NOoNoXKeHMe. [locne HEKOTOPbIX YCUANIM el yaanoCh CecTb Ha KOPTOYKM, HO Bonbliero
el He NO3BONANM TeCHble NyTbl. Tenepb OHA ONMPanacb CMUHOM O B/IAXKHYHO CTEHY M YyBCTBOBAJIA, KakK
X0N104, NON3ET NO CNUHE.

Mepu nosepHyna ronoBy HampaBo W OCMOTpenacb. B CKOMNEHMU KapTOHHbIX KOPOOOK M
AepeBAHHbIX NABOK HUKOTO He 6blN10, HO HA 3a4HEM M/1aHe OHA yBMAeNa CTapuKa, KOTOpPbIN C Begpom
B PYKe NepemeLLancs Mexay *Kuanwamu.

MoTom oOHa noBepHy/na [rONOBYy HAneBOo M B34porHyna. Hepaneko oOT Hee cuaen co
CKpeLLEHHbIMW HOraMM Ha nofay pykoBoauTenb b6aHabl. B pyKax y Hero 6bii1 A/IMHHbBIA HOX, KOTOPbIN
OH TOYM/ O KaMeHb. BHe3anHO OH NOAHAN rONI0BY U 3aAYMUYMBO NOCMOTPEN Ha HEe CBOMMMU TEMHbBIMM
rnasamu, KaK 3To genan ee oTtel, He3a40/r0 A0 TOro Kak NpMATK B ee noctenb. B ero B3rnage Henbsa
6bIN10 Pacno3HATb HUKAKMX YyBCTB. M34aneKa ero MU0 Ka3anocb NOYTM HepeasibHbIM, KaK Macka — U
TO/IbKO INLWb KOTAa OHa BHUMaTE/IbHEN MPUCMOTPENACh, Y3HaNA IMLLO OTUA. ITO HbINO KYTKO, TAaK Kak
ero 06nuK cnepsa 6bin 6eCCMbICIEHHOM TEHDBIO, @ 3aTEM NPEBPATUIICA B €€ XyALNIN Kowmap.

lpocmo depxcuce nodanswe om meHA. He npubnauxcalica Ko MHe, yydosuuwe. VIHaye 1 omkyuwy
mebe nansysl.

— Tbl 6blna 6€3 CO3HaHMA, — KOHCTAaTUPOBAA TUXO OH. Mepu NoYTU He pacc/blliana ero C/os.,
OTBNEKLINCb HA CBOW PacL,BETaAOLLMIA THEB.

Ocmasalica pa3vapeHHoU. 310cmb ayvwe, Yem cmpax.

— Kak gonro? — ycabiwana Mepu csom xpwmn.

— He gonro.

— Tbl MOXKelb MeHA 0cBO60ANTL? PYKK yXKe NONHOCTbIO OHEMENN.

— Hert. l He mory gonycTuTb, 4TobbI Tbl cbeXkana.

Mepu cTUCHyNa 3y6bl, NTOTOM CaMa yAMBMIACb TBEPAOCTU CBOErO roN0Ca.

— Tbl 60nble He A0TpoHewWwbca A0 MeHs, A Tebe KnaHycb! — OHa nNoyTu Kpmyana. — Jlyywe A
yMpy Ao 3toro!

— 3Halo, NO03TOMY-TO Tbl M CBA3aHA. Tbl HE NPUYMHULLIL Bpeaa HU MHe, Hu cebe, s no3abouycb
06 sToMm.

Mepu morna 6ol BHYTpeHHe AaTb cebe nolweymHy 3a TaKyw raynoctb. OHa BblAana CBOM
HamepeHusa youTb cebs, nmwb 6bl He oTAATbCA emy. Tenepb OH He NPeAOCTaBMT el TAaKOro LaHca.
Ecnn 6bl OHa nogymana v BMecTto Heoby3aaHHOM APOCTM HEMHOFO NoAbirpana emy, TO OH, MOXeT
6bITb, cTan 6b1 6e33ab60THEN. HO Tenepb OH bbi/1 HACTOpOXKe.

My»K4MHa [0CTan U3 CcBOeM KypTKM 3yBOUYMCTKY M Hayan KoBblpATbCcA B 3ybax. Mepu
MCNbITblBaNa BCe 6onbllee OTBPALLEHME K HEMY. XOTA OH M BbIrNALEN KaK ee oTel, B TO e Bpema 3T0
6bin M He OH. OHa TaKKe He OoCcMenMBanacb CNPOCUTb, KTO MM YTO OH HAa CamMoM gene. 3TO MOrio
pa303/1uTb ero ewe 6onblue.

OHa ToNbKO 3Hana, 4To foMKHa cbexatb. Celvac xe.

— Tbl NpUHaaNexu1LWb MHe. Tbl e 3TO 3Haelb.

Mepwu pelwmnna, 4to el 6e3pasnnMUHO, KaKUM APOCTHbIM CTAaHET ee NPOTUBHUK. Ecnum celtvac ee
nocneAHne MrHOBEHUA M OHA NOrMBHET, TO NO3BO/IUT CBOMM YyBCTBAM BbINJECHYTbCA.

— A 6yay 6opoTbca ¢ To60M, YUem MM Kem Bbl Tbl HM Bbin. o nocneaHero B3goxa. Tbl HUYETO
He nonyymwb A06poBoIbHO. — OHA C HEHABUCTbLIO TPOMKO paccmesnack. — Korga-Hmbyab nosasutcA
BO3MOXHOCTb, M TOrga A yobto Tebs.

Mepu oungana, YTO OH BCKOYUT U PasbAPEHHO yAapUT ee, HO OH OcTancA cupetb. My»KumHa
6b1n cNOKOeH. JIMLWb ero rnasa Bblparkaaun nevanb.
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— Al Hagesnca, YTo He npuaeTca npuberaTb K TaKMM CPeACTBaM, HO, BMPOYEM, MHE He OcTaeTcA
HUYEero Apyroro. BepoaTHo, ¢ ceroaHALWHEro AHA Tbl NPOBeAELlb OCTAaTOK CBOEN KU3HM B KaHAanax.
Ha npuBA3sn, Kak »KMBOTHOe. A BO3bMYy TO, YTO MHE MPUHALNEXKMT, U KOraa 3aKoH4yy c Toboi, To
nepesam 1eba ceonm napHAM. Tbl 60/1blIe HUKOT4A HE NOKMHELWb 3TOr0 MecTa, 3abyab BCe MbICAM O
nobere unu HenosmMHoBeHNU. OcNoXHAN BCce ans cedbsa nu meHa, ecin 3To Heobxoanmo.

OH BCTan, NOCMOTPE/ Ha Hee CBepXY BHU3.

— A Tenepb ny4dle oTAoXHU. CKOPO BEPHYTCA OCTajibHble, M Toraa 6yaet 60/blWON NpasaHuUK.
Mocne s npuay K Tebe. N Tebe 6yaeT nydiue BCTPETUTb MEHSA C Y/1bIOKON.

bes ganbHenwmnx cnos oH yaanuaca. Mepu onycTuia rosioBy Ha COrHyTble KOJIEHWU W 3aTpAcaach
OT ropbKoro nnava.

%k %k %k

Y HUX NONYYMNOCb MOKUHYTb MArasnH He3ameyeHHbIMU. [xxeb, xKeHHa 1 Muwa TMxo Kpanumcb
B CYMEepKaXx, 3aX04M/I1 B ,OMa U NOKUAANN UX C APYron CTOPOHbl. OHU NepeceKann TOprosble LEHTPbI
N OoPUCHbIE 34aHMA, CTapaAacb CTMPaTb cBOoM cnedbl. Kasanocb, YTO UM Ha camMom Jene yaanochb
n36aBUTbCA OT NpecnegoBaTesield, Tak KaK UX He Oblno HU CAbIWHO, HU BMAHO. [Keb obpatun
BHMMaHME Ha TO, YTO OXOTHMKWN B 3STOM MMUpPE He U3AaBanun 3BYKOB, B OT/INYME OT CTenHbIX. CTpaHHO
3HAaKOMble U BCE K& HEeYEeNI0BEYECKME KPUKM U MPU3bIBbI BCE eLLe pa3faBaancb B ero ywax. Mexay
TEM OH NpeaYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TM rosioca M3 ero npowsnoro. fonoca, KoTopble 6blIM €My HENPUATHBI.

A 3pecb M ceiyac? HeoXMOAHHO MM NPUXOAUTCA MMETb [eN0 C ropasgo 6onbwum
KOMYecTBOM PU3NYECKMX MPOTUBHMKOB. BOATbCA CBOMX CTPaxoB. YBEAWUYUAUCH SIN UX CTPaxM,
oAepyKaT M oHM nobeay Hag HUMK? [xKeb [0 cUX NOP CYMUTAN, YTO OHU HATKHYIUCb B 3TOM ropoge
Ha cneabl CBOEW NPOLUNON KM3HWU. TaK MHOFO BeLLEel Y3HaNM TYT OH M OCTasibHble. HO 03Ha4ano nu
3TO, YTO YXKACHble CTPaxu M KOLWMAPHbIE CHbl U3 UX XKU3HEWN cTanu banKe U 3HaunTenbHen? [xkeb
3Han, YTO Jafiblle pasayMbiBaTb HaZ 3TUM 6HeccmbiCneHHO. HEeBO3MOXKHO BOOPYMKMTbCA NPOTMB
Hen3BecTHOCTU. OH 3acTaBuA cebA CKOHLEHTPMPOBATLCA HA TOM, YTO ANA HUX ObINO aKTyaNbHbIM:
obecneyeHnm BbIXKMBAHWUA U NOUCKe BpaT. MoxeT, Bce oboriaeTca.

Bce ewe wen cHer. Mexay Tem um 6blJ10 XOIOAHO M KapKO OAHOBPEMEeHHO. ManbLbl NoYTH
OKOYEHENN, HO ANuUa Tropenn OT HanpAXKeHus, noT 6exan no cnuHam. Kak TO/MbKO OHM
OCTaHaB/IMBa/IUCb, Ka3aNoCb, YTO 3TOT MOT NPEBPALLANCA B YMCTbIM nea. Jxeb gpoxkan Bcem Tenom,
KaK M OCTanbHble. X004, He MO3BOIAN UM [aXKe HAa MFHOBEHMeE A0/1blle, YeM HaA0, OCTaHAB/NBATLCA
nog, OTKPbITbIM HeHBoM.

[>xeb nocmoTpen HanpaBO W Ha/neBO MpexAae 4Yem nepeceyb nepeynok. PAAOM ¢ HMM no
rnybokomy cHery xpomana [IxkeHHa. OH MONYa NPOTAHYA e PYKy U NOTAHYA 3a coboi. OH 3Han, uTo
OHa UCMbITbIBaeT 601b, TakkKe Kak Mulwa, KOTOpbIA CHOBA M CHOBA MPWMKMMAN pyky K Boky. [xeb
4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO MX CWUJIbl BbIIM HA ucxoae. Ha MrHoBeHMe OH 3a4a/1cA BONPOCOM, MOTYT /I OHU TakK
PWUCKOBATb, NO3BO/IMB cebe celiyac OTAbIX, HO OH B TOXe BPEeMSA 3Ha/l, YTO, B KOHLLE KOHLLOB, Y HUX He
6b1n10 gpyroro Bbibopa. K cuacTbio, yepes HeKOTopoe BpemMA U3 TYMAHHOW TEMHOTbI MOABUICA HU3KUI
Aom. Ixxeb nogan 3HaK OCTasibHbIM, @ 3aTeM Bae3 Yepe3 pa3butoe OKHO B 3gaHMe.

B nomewieHnn 66110 NoyTH 6e3BETPEHHO M 0YeHb TUX0. OTCYTCTBOBA/ KaKOM-AM60 WyMm, NnLb
NPUrAYLWEHHbIN CBUCT BETPA NPOHUKAA B Hero. OH npoluen meTpa ABa Braybb NnomelleHus, nccneays
06CTaHOBKY. B KOHUE KOMHaTbl OH 3aMeTUN ABe ABEpPM, Cy/MBLUME 3anacHble Bbixogbl. Pacazs 6bin
XOPOLO 3aLMLLEH, *KeNaloWwmin NPOHUKHYTL B AOM A0JIKeH OyaeT 3an1e3Tb Yepe3 pa3buToe OKHO U
TaKMM 06pa3om CTaHeT OT/IMYHOM MULIEHbI ANA CTpenbbbl. JOBONbHLIN CUTyaUMeEN, OH MOKasan
OCTa/IbHbIM, YTO OHWM MOTYT CHATb CBOW PHOK3aKM.

[>KeHHa TMXO 3aCTOHana, Korga onycTuaack Ha noa. Muwa cen Ha KOPTOYKM PAAOM C HeR, m
TONbKO [Keb elle KaKoe-To BPeMS CTOA Y OKHA M MPUCTaZIbHO CMOTPE/ B HAABUIAIOLLLYIOCA TEMHOTY.
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— A pymal, 4to 34eCb Mbl NMOKa B 6e30macHOCTU. MoKemM HeMHOro nogKpenuTbCAa WU
OTAO0XHYTb. fl Nnpegnarato NPoOBECTU HOYb TYT.

— Yto c /leoHom 1 Mepu? — cnpocuna [keHHa. — OHU HMKOrAa Hac 34ecCb He HanayT.

— Mbl BCTpPETMMCA, KaK M AOTOBOPUANUCDH, ¥ BPAT. OHM A0MKHbI HANTN CBOM COBCTBEHHbIM NyTb.

— Tbl NoNaraelwb, y HUX 3TO NONYYNUTCA?

— Ecnu kT0-HMBYAb 1 BepHeT Mepn HeBpeaumoii, Tak 3To JleoH. OH KaKk-HMbyab npopBeTca K
BpaTam, a ¢ HUM u Mepu. — [1>keb npmnpgasan cBoMm cnoBam 6onblue yBEPEHHOCTU, YEM YyBCTBOBA
cam. Mo KpaliHel mepe, B 04HOM BeLm OH Bbln HA CTO NPOLEHTOB YBEPEH: €C/IN KTO M CMOXKET CnacTu
Mepu, To ToNbKO J1eoH.

OH BuAaen, 4to [I)keHHa COMHeBaNacCb B €ro C/I0Bax, HO HUYEro He BO3pasnsia Ha 3TO.

BmecTo 3TOro oH cnpocun:

— Kak 180A Hora?

— Bbonut, Ho nolaeT.

OHa npuymeHbLwana.

— 34ecb Xx0n04HO, — cKasan Muwwa.

— Ham nyywe He pa3BoauTb OrHsA, 4TObbI He H6bIN0 BUAHO CBET.

— ToT, NnpeAblAyWwmnii MUp € ero NanALWMM 3HOeM Bbia nyyule.

[xeb yxmblnbHynca.

— D70 Tbl TaK celtyac rosopuib. Elle He TaK JaBHO Tbl Aenan BCe, YTOObl OXNaanTbCA.

Muwwa KOpPOTKO paccmesAnca, HO NOTOM MOMOPLLMUACA.

— Mwuwa? Y Teba Toxe elle 60auT, Uan?

Ha sT0T pa3 He 6bln10 OCHOBAHMA ANA OTFTOBOPOK UAM NPUYMEHbLUEHUA GAKTOB.

— [a, — npocTo cKkazan Muwa. — Kaxkapln BAOX M BbIAOX NPUYMHAET MHe 60Ab.

— Ecnu mbl oTg0XHEM, NpoBeaA HOYb TYT, KaK Tbl NOAAraelb, Tbl CMOXeLb ABUraTbCA Aanblue?

— fl He 3Hato, HO Aymato, Aa. CNpPocK MeHA 3aBTPa eLle pas.

[xxeb 3Han, YTo CBET/I0BONOCHIN NapeHb 60AncA, YTO ero ocTaBaT. OH Npucen PASOM C HUM.

— Ecnu Tbl 6onblie He cMOoXKellb, TO CKaXK. A TebAa noHecy.

Muwwa ropbKo paccmesncs.

— Cnacunbo, [)keb, HO Tbl HE CMOXKeLlb. Tbl TOXe NONHOCTbIO BbIAOXCA, @ A Bewy Ha ABaAuaTb
Kuno 6onbwe, Yyem [KeHHa. YBA3aTb CO MHOM Ha CNMHEe B r1yboKom cHery...? — OH noKa4an
ronoson. — Her, TaK He noiaeT. Hawu npecneaosaTenu pas-Asa U AOrOHAT Hac, a Torga...? — OH He
A0/MKeH 6bln NPOU3HOCUTL 3TOrO... PAAOM CToANA [)KEeHHa.

— OKeW, HO A TebAa ToXe He ocTasto. MTak, oTabixali. 3aBTpa NOCMOTPUM.

%k %k %k

JleoH Ha KOpPOTKOe Bpema NoTepan cneapl, HO K 60/bWOMY CYaCTbiO, CHOBA Halle/ OTNeYaTok.
OH npuBen ero K cneayrolleMy CTPOEHMIO, @ 3aTEM 4Yepes3 KaXKyLWMNACA HECKOHYAaeMbIM TEMHbIN
NpoxoA, K MeTaNIMYecKomn nectHuue. Tenepb OH KPancs BHU3 NO CTYMEHSAM MOYTU B NOJHOM MpaKe.
Korga OH [OCTUr NEeCTHUMYHOW NOWAAKKU, TO BbITAHYNA 06€e PyKM M MOMbITancA OlynaTb, YTO €ro
OKpY»KaeT. Ero nanbLbl HATONKHYIUCb Ha CTaNbHYIO ABEPb M HaWwAM pydKy. OH npucaywanca. 3aTem
OCTOPOXHO Ha)kan Ha Hee. TemMHOTy nNpobun nyd cseta, ocnennsaa ero. OH HeMHoOro 3akonebancs.
Mpexae Yyem CHOBA CMOYb OTKPbITb /1a3a, OH MOYYBCTBOBA/, KaK Ha €ro poT OnycTuaacb pyKa. A
3aTeM W N1e3BME HOXKA Ha ero ropo.

— Tuxo! — npowwunen ronoc B yxo JleoHy. — He wymmn, HM4yero He roBopu. OHM Hedaneko u
MOTYT Hac yCAbIWaThb.
Katm!
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OH oTbpocun ee pPyKy B CTOPOHY, MOJIHUEHOCHO pa3BepHy/ica W nepewen B MNO3MUUIO
HanageHua. MNepeaHUm CTOAIO CYLLECTBO, KOTOpPOE AO0MXKHO 6blno 6biTb KaTW, HO B Hactoswwui
MOMEHT TO/IbKO PbIXKWE A/IMHHbIE BOMIOCbl U HEECTECTBEHHO 3e/1eHble [/1a3a HanoMMHaInN ee, BCe XKe
oCTa/ibHOe 6blNI0 3aMa3aHo rPsA3blo M NOKPLITO nenaom. Ee nnMuo — YepHo-cepan MacKa, No KOTopoi
TAHY/INCb TEMHO-KPACHble N0a0Cbl. [N1a3a CBETUAMCL Ha HeW Kak ABa usympyaa. OH 6pocun B3rnag Ha
HOX B ee pyke. OH Obln BABOE A/IMHHEE, YeM ero cObCTBEHHbIN, bosiee TAXKe b, C BHYLIAOWMM
CTpax 3ybyaTbim Ne3BUEM.

— [ge Tbl ero B3sAa? — MPOLLEnTan oH TMxo, Ho KaTn He OTBETMAA, a TOJIKHY/1la ero obpaTHo 3a
ABepb B TEMHOTY fecTHMUbl. OHa HEMAOTHO NPUKpPbING ABEpPb, OCTaBUB HEOONbLLYIO LLe/b, TaK YTOObI
OH MOr ee pasriageThb.

— Hawna.

— Hy ga, — wenHyn oH. — U 4bA e KpoBb Ha TBOEM AuLE?
— He BaXHo.

OH NpuUcTanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— lae Mepu?

— MyX4MHbI 3aTawmnm ee ctoaa. MIx narepb HaxoguTca 3a 3ToM Aepbto. MponeT BHU3, a 3aTem
BNpaso. Tam OHKU 0BUTaIoT.

— CKONbKO nx?

— be3 noHATMA. BO BCeEM 3TOM XName Masio YTO MOKHO Pa3rnafeTb, HO MHe KaXKeTca, no
MeHbLUEN mepe AI0XKMHA.

— [poKNATbE, — YEPTbIXHYACA OH efBa CablwHO. — Y1o ¢ Mepu? C Helt Bce B nopagKe? OHa
paHeHa?

— CmoTpuTe, Kakom AxeHTAbMeH. x npegBoamTens YTO-TO NAAHUPYET HacyeT Hee, HACKObKO
A noHAna. Mepun Ha Hero Haopana M CKasana, YTO OH HUYEro OT Hee He NoAy4uT. A Aymato, YTO Mbl
06a 3HaeMm, 4YTO OH OT Hee Xou4eT.

J1eoH KNBHyA, CTUCHYB 3y6bl.

— Tbl UX BUAENA, @ OHWN He 3ameTnnn Tebs?

— fl )Ke He Tynas.

— Kak Tam BHyTpu? EcTb oxpaHHMKM? [ae ToOYHO ee geprkaTt? OHa cBA3aHa? KaKk ganeko ao
6nKalwero Bbixoaa?

— Ox, napeHb, gaBali-ka nomeasieHHen. Tbl Xoyellb 3alTK Tyaa M ocBoboantb ee? — [nasa
KaTn HacmewnnBeo cBePKHYAN. — Tbl 3TOrO HE CMOXKeLb CAeNaTb.

OH ocKanun 3y6bi.

— A fOo/IKeH nonbITaTbCA.

— W nponagewsb, Kak Mepu. MNMocmoTpu Ha ceba, c TaKo YNCTOM OAEKA0M, KPAaCMBON HOBOM
KYPTKOM WM y}KaCHbIMW TaTyMPOBKAaMM Ha nLe Tbl HE NPOMAELWb U AECATU METPOB, NPeXae YeM OHU
npureosgAT Tebs.

— MHe Bce pasHo. ...

— A nonay 3abupaTb ee, — pewnTenbHO cKasana Katu.

— TbI?

— MocmoTpM Ha MeHA, — OHA roPbKO paccmessacb. — fl Tenepb He TakK CUIbHO OT/INYAKOCH OT
HUX. MoKeT BbITb, Y MEHA M NOAYYNTCA BbITAWMTL Mepu.

— Ho... — J/1eoH He MOr CKpbITb CBOEro yAMB/IEHUS OT 3TOW nepeBonaoweHHon Katn. — Ho Tbl
e HeHasunguwb Mepw, Tbl Xouelwb ee youTb.

— K10 CKasan, 4To A 40 CMX NOP He XOo4y 3TO caenaTb.

— Ecanm Tbl gymaelwb, 4TO Takum obpasom cHoBa obecneuunwb cebe npaBo Ha cBobogHble
BpaTa, To 3abyab 06 aTOM.

~177



PeiiH — Bukeepc — JTabupuHT npocbinaerca
Rainer Wekwerth - Das Labyrinth erwacht

OHa nonoxuna nanew, emy Ha rybol.

— Al caenato ato ana Mepu. — OHa nomegnmna. — U gna cebs.

JleoH 3amos4an, OH BCe elle He JoBepAn ei.

— B aTom yepToBOM NnabupuHTte s ctana guubto. N youiiuen. U ato Bce HenpasuabHO. TUaH He
3aCNyXMA TaKoM cmepTu. EMy, Kak BCeEM OCTasibHbIM, NOJIarasacs YecTHbIM WaHC Ha cBO6OAHbIE BpaTa.
N Mepun s noutn Toxke... C 3TOM BMHOM A A0MKHA Cama XUTb UAM yMmepeTb. M a He mory 3To, YepT
BO3bMMU, U3MEHUTb. PaccmaTpmBall 3TO Kak Moe UCKYN/eHUe.

OHa B34/71a ero 3a nneyu.

— JleoH! Ecnmn A He BepHYCb 06PATHO, PACCKaXKM OCTaNbHbIM, YTO A CKa3ana. CKaxKM uUm, 4Tto
KaTu B KOHLLe cHOBa cTasia cama coboil.

— fl He 3Hato, mory 21 A Tebe BepuTb, Katu.

— Toraa no3sosb 3T0. — KaTn nocmoTpena emy npsamo B rnasa.

MoKeT 1 OH el BepuTb? K3TW, KOTOPYIO OH 3HA/ TONIbKO Kak KOBapHOe Yy0BULLE, ayLiee no
Tpynam. Ho y Hero He 6bl/10 HUKAKoOro apyroro Bbibopa. Ecam KaTv NOrMbHET, TO OH CMOXKET KUTb C
Takoi notepeit. Ho Mepwu... OH noKayan rosioBoi, YTo6bl NPOrHaTh 3TM MbICAMK.

B cneaytowmin momeHT KaTu CKONb3HYNA 33 ABEpPb.
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I'maBa 47

B TeHn ¢dakenoB Katm menneHHO wWwna no HaKNOHHOW NAocKocTU. CHayana OHa COBCEM He
NbITaflacb NPATATbCA, @ NepeaBUranacb, HAKNOHMBLUMCb M LIAPKAA HOraMM, TaKXKe, KaK 3TO genanu
yy»Kaku. MyTb 6blA AJIMHHBIM M NpPOJIeran 4yepes UANCTOE Nog3emMesnibe, rge Bce MOKPbIBaA Mycop.
Maxno rHWAbID M HeMbITbIMW Tenamu. K3TM HM pa3y He OCTaHOBWMAACb, HO Ha KaXAoOM Lary
NPUCAYLWMBANACL K 0OMAHYMBON TEMHOTE, BbIFNAAbIBAA M3-MOA, WAMKKU, HO € HUKTO He BCTPEeTUICA.

N Bce paBHO YyBCTBO CTpaxa NOAHANOCb A0 CAMOTO 3aTblIKa. TO camoe YyBCTBO, YTO B 06O
MOMEHT TebA NoMmatoT. EN y)Ke Ka3anocb, YTO OHA yc/blwana Kpuk. OHa BUAENA MYXKUYUH, KOTOpble
NOACKAKMBAIN U CNEWWNAN K HeW. PyKKM, aNYHO BbITAHYTblE B ee HanpasaeHUU. Ho H1M4ero 13 sToro He
6b1n10. KaTn meaneHHo wna ganbwe. obpanacb A0 HUKHETO YPOBHA U BbICTPO COPMEHTMPOBANACH.
HuKoro He BMAHO... MWUHYTY, HeAaNeKO OT Hee ABWUranacb KaKana-TO TeHb. K3Tm ucnyranacb, HO
3acTaBuna ceb6s ocTaBaTbCA CMOKOMHOW. ITO HBblN CTAapPUK C BEAPOM B PYKe.

M OH wen npamo Ha Hee.

OHa oTBepHynacb, 4Tobbl CKPbITb ANLO, U Mowaa Aanble. HecKonbKo MeTpoB M UX MyTH
nepecekytca. KaTn Kpenye cxBaTUNacb 3a PyKOATb HOXKA B pyKase.

CTapuK mMea/IeHHO WapKaa Horamu B ee HanpasaeHnU. OH AeprKan rofoBy onyweHHon. Begpo
Yy HEro B pyKax MOKAYMBA/NOCb NPU KaXAoM ABUXKeHWW. OT Hero ucxoguna oTBpaTUTENIbHAA BOHb,
Hano/IHAA BO34yX TOWHOTBOPHbLIM 061aKOM.

N BOT cTapuk nepen Hel. KaTn eaga Ablwana. BoT yKe MOXHO paccmoTpeTb ero avuo. OHa
yBuaena myTtHole 6enble rn1asa, B KOTOPbIX He BUAHO 3paykoB. CTapuk 6bin cnen.

B3rnag Katu ynan Ha Begpo.

Beapo ¢ gepbMoOMm, KaK OTBPaATUTENbHO.

K ropny nogHAncA pBOTHbIM KOMOK, HO OHa B3A/i1a cebsa B pyKU. My)KUMHa yXKe XOTen NpomnTu
MWMO Hee, KOrAa BHe3anHO OCTAHOBUCA U MPUHIOXANACA.

OH noHuUMaem ro moemy 3arnaxy, Ymo A He 00HA U3 HUX.

Ho B ee pyKe Kaszanca ovyeHb TaxenbiM. CTapuk He 6bla yrpo3on ANA Hee, HO OH MOr
npeAynpeauTb OCTa/IbHbIX.

— WyBunaunte, CeaTon [lyx CHU30MAET HA NpaBegHbIX M HENPaBeAHbIX, — NPOBOPMOTan CTapuK.
OH nepeKkpecTnaca, 3aTeM NOKayan ronoBOM WM Nowen Aanblie, TAXKeNo cTynas. Katn ¢ obneryeHnem
B34,0XHYNA U NPOAO/IKMUAQ NYTb.

OHa npoLwna MMMO XMXKMH U3 KapTOHa, AepeBa M mycopa. Kasanocb, YTO B AaHHbIA MOMEHT
HWKOro BHYTpM HeT. bosbliasa yacTb Noaen ceyac npecnegosana [xxeba n octanbHbix. 34ecb 66110
HeMNnpPMBbIYHO TUXO, N TEM FPOMYE 3BYYa/IN ee cObCTBEHHble Wwarn. OHa nepecekaa OTKPbITOE MECTO U
CBEpHya Haneso.

BoT oHo!

Narepb npeasoautens. Kak 1 apyrne XuxuHeol, y Hee He 6b110 KpbllwK. B npuHUMne, 3a4em oHa,
ec/iv nog, 3emnen He bbiBaeT cHera uam foxaa. Ho sta xuxkmHa bbina onpeaeneHHo 6onblue, Yyem Bce
ocTanbHble. Mon yctnaH cobaybMmm LWKypamu, B Helt Bbl1o CTapoe CKOI0YEHHOE KPecao C MATKOM
06u1BKON, U HeboNbLOM AepeBAHHbIM WKad. Mepn cnaena Ha KOPTOYKax y AaNIbHErO KPasa XMMKUHbI,
npAamo y 6eToHHOW cTeHbl. OH ONyCTMNA FONOBY Ha KONEHW W He weBenunacb. Katn ewe pas
OCTOPOXKHO OCMOTpPeIacb MO CTOPOHAM, 3aTeM NPOCKO/Ib3HY1a K HEM.

OHa noutn gobpanack fo Mepw, Korga Ta NOAHANA rONI0BY U LUIMPOKO pacnaxHyna rnasa. Ee pot
OTKPbINCA, OHa NPUroTOBUAACh KpMYaTb. KaTn 6pocnnack Bnepes v 3axana e poT pyKow.

— 970 A, Katu! — npowenTana oHa.

lnasa Mepwu cTanu euwle 6onblle, KOraa oHa NoHANA, KTO CTOsN nepes Hel. Katn ybpana pyky.

— Yto ewwe Tebe OT MeHS HYKHO? ITOro Tebe He AO0CTaTOYHO? — ronoc Mapu 3Byyan KanobHo.

— Cnacubo, a ToXKe paga Teba BMaeTh.
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Kasanocb, Mapu noHana, 3a4em Katm 3geco.

— Tbl xo4ewsb..? OTKyAa Tbl 3HaNa, YTo f..

— Tc-c. Ha aTo celtyac HeT BpemeHu. [ae npeasogutens?

— be3 noHATUA, 3TOT KO3E...

— 3aTKHUCcb, — npowwunena Katn. — A ceilyac nepepeky 3TM BepEBKWU. He weBenncb, HOX
[0BOJIbHO OCTPbIN 1 34eCb TEMHO. [TOKa BCE NOHATHO?

Mepu oTwaTHyNacb OT Hee. 3aTem KMBHyAa. XOpoLo.

— Korga byaewb cBob6oaHa, He yberaii. [iBurancs meaneHHo, bern npurHyswmcb. Octasalica
nosagm meHs, Noka Mbl He gobepemcs 4o Bbixoaa. Tam XaeT JleoH. OH oTBeAeT Tebs K 0CTasibHbIM.

TeMHOBO10CAA AeBYLUKa YANUBAEHHO CMOTPENA Ha Hee.

— A yTO c TOGOWN?

— AX, cnagkan. Y meHs elle Koe-4yTo 3annaHnposaHo. CobCcTBEHHO, cBMAAHMeE.

Mepu 6onblue HMYero He cKasana. KaTm cHayana nepepesana nyTbl Ha Horax, 3aTem
ocBoboamna ee 3anAacTtba. Mapu OCTOPOXKHO MOTPAC/AA OTEKWMMU PyKaMM M Horamu. 3atem obe
MeONEHHO BbINPAMUIINCD.

KaTn xoTena yitn, Ho Mepun NnoBepHyNach eLLe pas U C Npe3peHNEM CMJIOHY1A Ha NOA.

— 370 b6blN0 HEOBXOAMMO? — cnpocuna Katu.

Mepu TONbKO NOCMOTpena Ha Hee MOAHbIM HEHAaBUCTWU B3rNAAOM. 3aTem MOLw/a MNpoydb, He
roopa 6osblie HKU cnosa. LWar 3a warom. ObpaTHasa gopora 6bii1a npole, NoToMy YTo KaTu Havana
HEMHOro OPUEHTUPOBATHLCA.

Korga oHu npubansunmce K Bbixoay, Katn cxeatmaa oanH u3 dakenos.

— 3a4yem OH Tebe? — npowwnnena Mapwu.

— Ewe ysnanuwe.

OHM nouTn aobpanunce 4o ABEPU, KOraa BHE3aNHO 3anasna cobaka.

KaTu pa3BepHyach C LWWMPOKO PACNaxXHYTbIMU r/1a3amMMu.

— Mpoknatbe!

%k %k %k

Mwwa 3abunca B cnanbHbI MELWOK Ha 3HAYUTEIbHOM PacCToAHMM OT [Keba u [KeHbl U TUXO
noxpanbiBan. CHapy»Xu BeTep NoTepan cuay u Tenepb ¢ Heba Naganmn TONbKO OAUMHOKUE CHEXKUHKMU.
PBaHble 061aka B Hebe 1 CBEPKAOLLMIA B IYHHOM CBETE CHET.

Ecnn 6bl OHM He HaxoAUAUCb B 3TOM MOSIHOM OTYaAHWA CUMTyaLUUKM, OHa Morna 6bl HacNaAUTbCA
HOYbIO U CNOKOMCTBMEM, a TaK [KeHHa 06xBaTuna cebs pykamum M BCMATpMBanachb B 3amep3LLmii mup.
OHa no4yBCTBOBanNa, Kak [xeb nogowen csagn. Ob6a monyann. OHa Hacnaxganacb ero 61M30CTbto,
BTArMBaA ero 3anax 3em/m u neca, noxenas 6onblero: 4Tobol OH 06HAN ee. Ho OH 3TOro He caenan.
MpoCTO CTOAN TaM U TaK¥Ke CMOTPEN B HOYb.

— He moxewb yCHYTb? — TUXO CMPOCUA OH.

— fl BCe eLle B3BO/IHOBaHA, — Moxasnylicma, 06HUMU MeHH.

— Co MHOW TO e camoe. Tbl Aymaellb 0 TOM, YTO 6bl/10 paHbLue?

— [la, — cospana oHa. Hem! A dymato o mebe, o Hac, [xceb!

OHa 3ameTnna, YTo OH MeA/IN:

— EcTb I Tam KTO-TO, KTO XAeT Tebn?

Ee cepgue 3abunocb 6bicTpee. YTo oH umen B BUAyYy? Morao e Tak ObiTb... N OH YyBCTBOBA
YTO-TO, O YEM OHa CaMa He [oraAbiBanacb?

PefKne KapTUHKKM, KOTOpble MHOrAa BCM/IbIBAAM Yy Hee B rOJIOBE, HE AaBa/nM OTBETbl Ha Bce
BOMPOCbI, KOTOPble OHa packanbiBana. YTo Obl 3TO HM OblIO, OHO Ha4yanoCb B MPOLUAON KU3IHWU.
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Tenepb OHa 34eCb OAMHOKOM HOYbID PAAOM C MApHEM, B KOToporo Bawbunace BO BpemsA
YeANHEHHOM, ANIMHHOMN NPOTYKW.

— HeT, HUKTO MeHA He KaeT. YTo HacueT Teb6s? — OCTOPOXKHO CNpPOCUNA OHa, OAHOBPEMEHHO
CTpaLlach yCNblWwaTb OTBET. — ECTb /1M TamM KTO-TO, O KOM Tbl MOMHULLb?

— fl He MOMHIO HMYEro... NPEKPaACHOro, NoOHMMaewWwb? A NPOCTO He MOMHI0, B6bla U KTO-TO
NoAXOAALIMMA, — OH HEXKHO NOJIOKWUA PYKU el Ha naeyn.

HakoHeu-to. OHa OTOABWHYNACb HA3aZd, NMOKa CMMHOW He KOCHynacb ero rpyan. OctaBanocb
BCEro HECKO/IbKO MUAAMMETPOB. Ha 6osbluee OHa He pelwnnace.

—— Buaunwb Ty 38e34y Ha Hebe? — ToNbKo U cnpocun dxeb.

OHa xoTena KMBHYTb, HO 3aTEM NOHANA, YTO B TEMHOTE OH HE MOT YBUAETD.

— [a, oHa cBeTuTCA HaBepxy obelwaHmem. [loKHO BbiTb, BpaTa Heaaneko.

[>xeb HUYero He ckasan.

[>KeHHa pa3BepHyaacb U B NOMCKAX 3HaKa NOCMOTPeNA B ero Kapwue rnasa. Hebonbwoit wpam B
yrny pTa oT4a/IeHHO HANOMWHA el 0 YEM-TO, HO OHO MOCTOAHHO YCKONb3a/10 OT Hee.

3aTem OHa BCTa/1a Ha LbINOYKM U NPUTAHYNA ero ronosy K cebe. Ux rybbl BcTtpeTnance u JxeHHa
Ha Bpema notepana camy ceba. 3To H6bI10 Kak BEPHYTbCA OMOWN, B HECKOHEYHYIO HafEeXKHOCTb, U OHa
NOYyBCTBOBAa Ce6A 3aLUMLLEHHON U B YKPbITUM BMEPBbIE C TEX MOP KaK OYHYNACh.

KakeTca, npolwna BeYHOCTb NpPeXKAe, YeEM OHW OTOPBAZMUCL Apyr OT Apyra. [xeb npoaonkan
CTOATb CMOKOMHO, 3aKMHYN FONOBY, 3aKPbl/ FNa3a U NOAHAN NNLO HaBCTpeYy Heby.

— O yem gymaewb? — cnpocuna dxeHHa.

Ero okpykana aypa menaHxonuu.

— A noctoaHHO Aymato 0 TnuaHe. Kak OH NeXUT Ha AHe yLlenba B TOM }KeCTOKOM MUpe.

«Heyxcenu amo mak?» — cnpawuBana oHa cebs. PasBe OHW He MOFIM HEMHOIO HacnagMTbCA
CYacTbem, He Aymasa 0 cMepTun?

— Tbl Aymaelwb, Mbl CHOBa yBuAUM Mepu 1 JleoHa?

— [a, a yBepeH. MNoyemy-To A He mory npeacTaBuUTb, YTO €CTb YTO-TO, YTO CMOr0 Obl yoUTb
JleoHa, — oH y6pan ¢ anua npAagb BOAOC U B 3TOT MOMEHT B €r0 CO3HaHMM B1ecHyna MbiCab, YTO OH
He no3BosseT cebe UCNbITbIBATb K Hel rnybokue 4vyscTBa. [locne nouenya OH euwie HW pasy He
3arNAHyA en B rnasa.

— [la ecnm KTO M CNpaBUTCA C 3TUM, TaK 3To JIeOH, — CKa3a/ia oHa camoii cebe, 4Tobbl NpMaaThL
cebe myxectBa. — Tbl ewe aymaewsb o KaTn?

OHa no4yyBCTBOBasNa ero HepewunTenbHOCTb. OH 064yMbIBan, MOXHO 1N CKa3aTb el NpaBAay.

— Bce Bpemsa. OHa He BbIXOAWUT y MeHA M3 ronoBbl. MHe Xanib ee, Aa*Ke eCcNv OHa 3ac/yXKuna
aTo.

— KaTtn — notepAHHana ayuwa.

— BepHo. C Heit uyto-TO npowmsowno. OHa M3mMeHuNacb. A Aymalro, OMACHOCTb, Kapa U
HanpsaxeHne cBenn ee C yma. BO3MOXHO, 3TO CBOero poaa camo3almTa OT OKpyXKalowero Hac
6esymus.

[>XeHHa Bce elle }Aana oT Hero 3Haka, HO MOMEHT cHoBa bbin NnoTepsaH. OHa 3Hana, aSToMy He
CYXAEHO NPon30MTH cenyac. BoamoxkHO, 3TOro HMKoraa He byaer.

Ot rnybokoro pasoyvyapoBaHMA U COMHEHUM K rnasam noactynuaum cnesbl. OHa oTOpBasiacb OT
xeba. [laxke B TEMHOTE €l1 He XOTe/IoCb NlaKaTb neped HUM. Toraa NnpuaeTca 06bACHATb, YTO C HEW
NPOUCXOAMT.

— Y1o Takoe? — cnpocun keb 1 nocMoTpen Ha Hee MCKoca.

— Hwnuero, — conrana OxeHHa. — Al npocTo yctana. NMonay, nary.

— OKel, — cKasan oH TUXo0. — TorAa CNOKOMHOM HOYM.
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OHa nowna Ha CBOE MEeCTO M CKO/Mb3HyNa B ChNanbHblii MewoK. Korga oHa ynernacb, TO
npowentana: «/a, mebe moxce criokolHol Ho4u, [#eb». OHa 3Hana, YTO elle AO0AT0 HEe CMOXKeT
3aCHYTb.

Mwuwa npocHynca. Emy notpeboBanocb Bpems, YToObl COPUEHTUPOBATLCA M MOHATb, r4e OH
Haxoauncs. OH MNOABWHY/ICA U OCMOTPen nomelwieHue. Bosne okHa cuayatbl Oxeba v [KEHHbI.
3aTtem TeHb [)KeHHbl nc4yesna B TEMHOTE KOMHATbI.

Ero mbicnu 6b11m 0 JleoHe.

de moi? Mus nu ewe? Noyemy puckyeuwb cgoeli ¥ U3Hbto, Ymobbl cnacmu Mepu?

B ero mbicnax BCN/IbIBaNM KapTUHKKU, KOTOpble cOnBanm ero ¢ Tonky. OH Bugen Mepwu u JleoHa.
OHu 6bIM 06HaXKeHbl. ObHMManuck. Llenosanuce.

3TN KAPTUHKKN NPUYNHANM eMy 6oab. OH YyBCTBOBA, KaK BEKM LWMNAIOT cnesbl. Ho BCe »Ke OH He
[aBan UM NPONUTLCA.

Ymo npoucxodum co MHoUi?

Mwuwa npuKycun ryby, 4ytobbl He BCKPUKHYTb OT CBOEN MYKW. Tenepb cnesbl 6ecnpensaTcTBEHHO
6erkanu no ero anuy

A sce spemsa xpabpusca u meneps pacnaAAKaAsaCA MPocmo makx?

lMouemy s uyscmeayto cebss makum 0OUHOKUM U MOMepAHHbIM ?

OxeHHa u [keb. OHU YyBCTBYIOT YTO-TO APYr K APYry, Aa*Ke eCIM CaMKU He XOTAT NpU3HaBaTb
aToro. A JleoH? OAWHOKMA BOWH PUCKYET CBOEW KWM3Hb, 4TOObl cnactm Mepu. PasBe 31O He
nepectynaeT rpaHuULbl 4pYyKObI?

Ocmatoce 1. O0uH.

B ero mbicnax Bcnabina ynblbKa JleoHa, KOTOPYHO OH TaK peAKo NOKasbiBasl.

N 60nby Muwwmn B rpyam yseanumnace.

Mo3KeT bbITb, OH He HanaeT Mepu.

MoeT bbITb...

JleoH.
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I'taBa 48

NeoH pacnaxHyn asepb. OH TOXKe ycabiwan AUKWIA nai. bblno sicHO, YTO MX OBGHapyXuUau.
MpAaTaTbca 60nblIe HE MMENI0 CMbIC/Ia, Tenepb Haao AencTBOBaTb ObiCTpo. EABa OH OTKpbIN ABEpb,
Kak Mepwu cBannnacb Ha Hero, a cnegom 3a Hel KaTm, KOTopaa 3ax10MHyNa ABepb M NpuxKanaco K
HeW. Ee rnasa 6ol WKMPOKO pacKpbiTbl. CBET daKkena APOXKan HAa ee UCKAKEHHOM OT CTpaxa /mue,
oTbpacbiBasA TEHM Ha CTeHY U A,06aBNAA 310BELMA.

JleoH xoTen 6exaTtb NPAMO cenyac, Ho K3Tn cxBaTuna ero 3a pyKas KYPTKU.

— Ecnu Tbl nobexknib ceyac HapyKy Bmecte ¢ Mepu, ToO OHM HalayT Teba paHo Uan nosaHo. Y
Mepu HefoCTaTOUYHO cma. OHa He CMOXKET A0/T0 BblAEPKMBATL TBOM TEMI.

OH 3Han, 4yTo OHa npasBa. OH BOMPOCUTENbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, Korga Katu Toponauso
3arosopwna:

— Wamn BBEpX NO NeCTHULE, TaK BbICOKO, KaK TOMIbKO CMOMEeTe U cnpAYbTecb. HUKTO meHA He
Buaen. Ecam oHn obHapyxkat, 4To Mepu mcyesna, To NOAYMAIOT, YTO OHa ocBoboaunacb cama. f
nobery K BbIXoAy W OCTaB/It0 YETKME cnedbl. 3a KOTOpPbIMM OHM NocneaytoT. A Tenepb Bnepea! Yaauu!

MN3-3a 3aKpbITOM ABEPU AOHEC/IUCH KPUKM U ANKME PeBbl NPUKA30B. Tem BpemeHeM NpoKATas
ABOPHATA 3all/1acb B HEMCTOBOM Nae. ITO He OCTaB/AN0 UM BPEMEHU ANA NPOLWAbHbIX c/ioB. Mepy,
JleoH n KaTu noHecnucb BBEpPX MO NEeCTHMUE B HanpasBneHuu Bbixoga. Katm bGexkana snepeau.
Bnaropapa ee pakeny oHM mornum 6bICTPO NepeaBuraTbea.

OHM TONbKO ycrenun npobexkaTb 04MH 3TaXK, Korga J1eoH ycabiwan, Kak ABepb pacnaxHynacb u
Bpe3anacb B CTeHy. [yxne KpUKU goHocuancb Hasepx. Mepu 6exkana nepeg HUM. OH cablwan ee
TAXenoe gbixaHune. Bnepeaun Katn yxke gocturna Bbixoga. OHa pacnaxHyna ABEPb U X0N04HbIN BeTep
nogyn BHyTPb. CHer 3aKOHYMACA W B CBETe JlyHbl CBEPKaa NeasHoM mMup 3abpolueHHoro 6o/blioro
ropoaa.

JleoH 3ameTnn, 4to Mepu xoTena YTo-To CKasaTb, HO K3TK pa3BepHynacb U BbICKOYMIA B HOYb.
OH ellle Uckoca Buaen B cHery cnegbl Katu, korga cxeatun Mepu 3a pyKM M NoTAHYA 3a coboi. CeeT
oT ¢dakena KaTu OTYETIMBO CKaKa/l BBEPX-BHU3 KaK CTPAHCTBYHOLWLAA 3Be34a. ITO MOrno cpaboTtaThb.
OHMU Ke He JONXKHbI TepATb HM ceKyHAbl. OH 1 Mepu TUXO, HACKO/IbKO 3TO OblI0 BO3MOXKHO, Havyaau
KpacTbCA BBEPX NO MeTanandeckoin nectHuue. bes pakena Katu oHm bbinn B noaHoM TemHoTe. Lym
HapacTtan. Kpukn. Kpuku nosctogy. OHM OTCKaKMBanKM OT CTEH M BO3pacTanum B TbicAdy pas. Kak byato
6bl 32 HAMM MO NATAM FHanacb apMmA C Lo CBOPOM KPOBOXKaAHbIX OXOTHUYbUX NCOB. JIeOH Benen
Mepu ocTaHOBUTbCA. OHM yXKe npobexkanu ABa NECTHUYHbIX MPOoJieTa M 3TOro AO/KHO XBaTUTb.
JlecTHULa BeNa TONIbKO Ha Caeaytowme 3TaxKn 1, CKopee BCero, Ha Kpbiwy. Tynuk.

Cnabbiv nyy cBeTa npocoynaca Hasepx. JIeoH ycabiwan nsa3r gsepu. TonoT canor.

3aTem BHE3anHO CTaso TUXO.

Hwn egmnHoro 3BykKa.

[ake He 6bIN0 cAbIWHO AblxaHua Mepwu.

JNleoH B3An ee 3a pyKy. OH YyBCTBOBA/ HEXHYK KOXY ee NajbLeB, Tenso, KOTOPOEe OHMU
nsnydyann. OH HUKOrAa elle He 6bla HAaCcToNbKO 6IM3KO K APYyroMy YenoBeKy. ITO YyBCTBO cbmBano
€ro c TONKy.

OHu XKpanu.

Notom JleoH TMXO cKasan:

— Mownwn.

N OHW BbICKONb3HYN B HOYb.

* k%

KaTn 6erkana TaK, Kak elle HuMKoraa He bGerana. CHer ckpunen nog ee 60TMHKamMW, 34aHuUA
TEeHblO npoJsieTaau MMmMo Hee. CHayana OHa Hecnacb BAOAb [/IaBHOW yAuubl, 4TOObI ee
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npecnegosatenam 6bl10 nerye cnefoBaTb 3a HEW, MOTOM CBEPHYNA B TEMHYIO Y04KY. Tam BOTKHyANA
ropAwmii paken B CHer, U TOT Norac ¢ TUXMM wuneHnem. En 6b110 AOCTaTOYHO IYHHOTO CBETa, YTOObI
OpPMEHTMPOBATLCA.

KaTn nobexkana BHM3 MO y3KOM yno4yke. Ha cneayroliem yray oHa OCTaHOBMAACh M OTASAIHYNACh.
Ee putmunyHoe apixaHue npespawanocb B b6enbie obnaka. MNpecneposatenein He 6bI1O0 BUAHO U
C/bIWHO, HO OHA He Morna b6bITb yBEPEHA, YTO O4HA, TaK KaK 3TU N0AN MOT/IN 3HAaTb KOPOTKME NYTH, O
KOTOPbIX OHA U He NoAo3peBana.

KaTn ocmoTpenacb. YKpbITbCA OHa MOrNa B HECKONIbKUX J0MAX M CTPOEHUAX, HO OHM BCE CTOAU
Nno O4HOMY M HE UMENI HUKAKOM CBA3KN ApYr € ApYyrom. ECiv OHa cnpAveTca B O4HOM U3 HUX, TO Yy Hee
H6onblwe He ocCTaHeTCcA BbIxOoAOB HapyKy. OHa byaeT cumaetb B soBywkKe. C gpyroM CTOPOHbI, OHA
60/blle He Mmorna octaBaTbcA Ha yauue. OT N0Aen oHa ele, MoXKeT ObITb, YOEeXKUT, HO He OT cobakuy,
KOTOpas, CKopee BCero, AaBHO B3AN1a €e C/ea.

KaTn npucnywmsanacb K Houu. Jlas He CAbIWHO, HO 3TO HWMYEero He 3HauuT. OHa ele pas
rnyboKo BAOXHYNA U BblAOXHYNA. EAKMI xonopg ropen B ee nerkmx, Ho Katn oTTecHWAa Ha 3agHUN
nAaH Bce Mblcn 0 60aun. OHa noberkana ganbwe. CBOMM BHYTPEHHMM B3OPOM OHA YBUAENA NafeHne
TuaHa B nponactb. MomeHT ero cmepTu. KoTopbli onpegenvna oHa.

A HuKkoz20a He denana Hu4ez2o 0418 Opyaux. [Ana ceba a 6boina camoli saxcHol. Y Kyda smo meHsA
npusesno? B nedsaHol, 3azaxceHHbIl mup. Ho, 803MoOxcHO, amo crnpasednusoe HaKkasaHue. A
ucrnopmusa 8cro €80t #U3Hb. He celivac, 20pa3do paHewe. 1 me, Kmo mernepb 0XomMAMCA HA MeHs,
omomcmsam 3a sce.

OHa Tenepb b6exana yepes 60NbWON NEPEKPECTOK. 34eCb CHEXHbIV MOKPOB Obln TOHbLIE U
Aaxe MecTamMu cayT BeTpom. 3eMna nof Horamu 6blna OYeHb CKOMb3KOM. KaTM HeoaHOKpaTHO
MOCKa/ib3blBanacb, HO Ka*KAbl pa3 el yAaBasoCcb CHOBA BbIMNPaBUTLCA. 3aTeM OHA CMNOTKHY/Aacb O
MEeTaN/IMYECKNIN penbc, CKPbITbIA B cHery. MpaBasa Hora noAkocuaacb. Ha KPOXOTHOE MrHOBEHME ee
TENI0 TOPU3OHTA/IbHO 33aBUC/IO B BO3AYXE, @ 3aTEM CO BCEr0 pa3dmaxa MPOXHY/NOCb HA XKECTKUM TPYHT.
N3 nerkux BbiwWnbn0 BO3ayX. MNepen rnasamum 3aTaHLEBA/IM YepHble MATHA, HA KOPOTKUMA MOMEHT
CKpbiBLIME coboit Bce.

K cyactbio, Katn 6blna Bce ewe B CO3HAHWM, HO Yy Hee Bce Honeno, ocobeHHO NpaBas PyKa,
KOTOPOM OHa MbiTanacb 3aTopmo3unTb. CNMHA, Ka3anocb, pa3ioMmunacb nononam. bono He gasana en
AblWaTb. K3TW BCKPMKHYNA, KOrga NOnbiTanacb NOAHATHCA.

Tl OonicHa scmames. Bcmame Ha Hoau. bexcame danebwe, uHa4ye oHU nolimarom mebs.

OHa nepekaTuiacb Ha /ieBbl BOK M CHOBa NOMbITanacb NOAHATLCA. [pKn 3TOM OHa yKycuna cebs
[0 KPOBM 33 BHYTPEHHIOI CTOPOHY Weku. OHA ynepnaacb NEeBOM PYKOM O 3eMAt0, NOATAHYNA HOTW,
HaKOHeL, Cesla Ha KOPTOYKM U oLLynana CBOM KOHeYHoCTU. Huyero He cnomaHo. KaxkeTca, Ha npaBoi
pyKe Bcero Aunwb ywub. B npaBom 60Ky nyabcuMpoBasna 60n1b. HoO He3aBUCMMO OT TOro, KaKyto 601b
OHa UCNbITbIBaNa, HA Hee He Hblo BpemeHn. OHa ynepsiacb NeBOM PYKOM U MeA/IeHHO MOAHANACh
Korga oHa, HaKoHeL, pa3orHyaack, TO C TPYAOM BOCCTAHOBUAA AbIXaHue.

MpuBbIYHBbIM }XecTom K3TK NOTAHYNACh K HOXY Ha nosace 6piok.

Ho. OH ucyes!

[OoNKHO 6bITb, BbICKO/Ib3HY/1 U3 PYKWU NPU NaAEHUN.

MpoknaTbe, 6€3 HOXa OHa coBcemM 6e30pyrkHa. OHa NMXOPAZOYHO OCMOTPENa 3emsio, HO B
TYCK/IOM cBeTe Obl/IN Pa3IMYNUMbl TOSIbKO TEHM.

Hado dsueamesca dansuwie. Hem spemeHuU UCKaMb HOX. HO MHe OH HyM#(eH, KaK ewe A cmoay
3auwumume cebs.

BHe3anHo nait cobakm HanonHun Bo3gyx. OH 3Byyan oyeHb 651M3Ko. MuBOTHOe B Ntoboi
MOMEHT MOTF/I0 NOABUTLCA U3-3a yrAa.

EVM Hy)XeH HOX U HeMea/IeHHO.
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Ee B3rnag 3auenuncs 3a 4To-To HaecTauLee B CHery.
OHa caenana OAMH WAr K Hemy.
TyT nognetena TeHb.

k k%

NeoH otyetnnso Buaen cnedbl Katm Ha cHery. MoOYTU HOBbIN PUCYHOK ee BOTUHOK 3aMeTHO
OTAMYancA OT afKoW nogowBsbl ee npecnegosateneit. Katn nobexkana npamo, BAONb [/1aBHOM
ynupl, 2 ee npecnegoBaTeniv NPAMUKOM 33 HEN.

Ha cHery Take 6biav BUAHbI cieapl fan. Npoknatbe, y KaT He 6bi10 HX e AMHOIO LWaHca. IToro
npecnefosaTtena He BBeAelWb B 3ab/1yKAeHWE U He OTAeNaelbCA.

«YOayu», — nogyman oH M nocmoTpen Ha Hebo. 3Be3ga pacnonaranacb B TOM YKe CaMOM
Hanpas/eHMn, B KOTopom nobexkana Katu, Ho 6b1710 oNacHO cneaoBaTh 3a HeW Mo nNpAMon gopore. Ux
OXOTHUKM MOTYT Pa3BepPHYTbCA B /06O MOMEHT M TOorga OHW MOMAAYT K HUM NpAMO B pyKu. OH
notaHyn Mepu 3a coboi B MepeynoK, KOTOpbIM Yepe3 OABECTU METPOB BbIXOAWA C NapannenbHOM
YAWULbI Ha rAaBHYto. Tam OH CBEPHYA NoA NPAMbIM YI10M.

Pagom c Hum, yTonaa B pbixAom cHery, wna Mepu. OHa He NPOPOHMAA eLle HU CNOBa, Kak
BCerga CHocuna Bce Mo/siYa. HaBepHoe, OHa TaKXKe, Kak M OH, gymana o KaTu, KoTtopasa 6erkana,
cnacaa CBOM *KWM3Hb M 4YTOObI cnacincb OHW. JIEOH TepneTb HE MOT PbIXXEBONOCYO, HO OH bObla el
6narogapeH. HecmoTpA Ha To, YTO OH He NOHWMan, MoYeMy OHa 3TO Bce genana aas Mepwu u Hero.

TO CTPaHHO, TO/AbKO YTO OHa NbiTasnacb YouTb Mepu, a Tenepb NOCTaBMAA HA KapTy CBOKO KU3Hb
pagu Hee.

[ns Hero umeno 3HayeHuWe TONbKO To, YTo Mepwu b6bina cBO6OAHa U ABUrafacb BMecTe C HUM B
HanpasneHnn BpaTt. OH YyBCTBOBAA €€ PYKy B CBOEN. ITO HEMPMBbIYHOE YYBCTBO PACNoA3as0Cb Mo
ero pyke u Kasanocb npaBuabHbiM. Kak 6yaTo 6bl ee pyKa Bceraa 6bia1a Tam.

JleoH He cTan ganblle pa3mbliWAATbL O TOM, TOYEMY NPUKOCHOBEHUA Mepu TaK BIMANU Ha Hero.
Y Hero nepeg rnasamu bbina cneayrowan yenb. Houb 6blna ACHOM, CHer ckpunen noa ux 60TMHKamu,
OH Obl/1 0OYeHb yCTasbiM, U BCE e OH MOT TaK MATN 6eckoHevyHo. HakoHel, OH OLLYTUA YTO-TO BpoAae
cnokonctems. CoBeplueHHO HensBecTHoe YyBCcTBO. OH 3Has, YTO 3TO YyBCTBO OOMAHYMBO, HO B TOT
MOMEHT TO/IbKO 3TO 6b1N10 BaXKHbIM. BHe3anHO Mepwu 3abpana csoto pyKy. OH yaMBAEHHO NOCMOTpen
Ha Hee. Ha ee nnue 6bln HanMcaH BbI3OB.

— MNouemy KaTtn ato caenana?

OH OCTaHOBM/ICA, NOCMOTPEN HA Hee, HO ee IMLLO OCTaBaNoCh CKPbITbIM B TEHMU.

— fl He 3Hat0. 3TO BaXKHO? OHA NPOCTO 3TO cAeNana v K sTomy Hevero 206aBUTb.

— [1ns MeHs 3To BaXKHO. f He Xouy ObITb el 4em-1Mbo A0NKHON.

BHyTpu JleoHa 3aknnena ApocTb. Moyemy 370 He MOKeT 6bITb MPOCTO TaK?

— KaTn noxkepTBOBasa CBOEN }KM3HbLIO Pagm TBOEW.

— fl He npocuna ee 06 aTom.

— 370 BCe, YTO Tbl MOXELLb CKAa3aTb Ha 3T0?

Mepu nogHANa ronoBy Ha €ro ypoBeHb, HO BCE K& OH He MOr PAacCMOTPETb BbIParKeHUA ee
nnua.

— Ewe He npowsio n ABaAuaT YeTbiPex YacoB C TEX MNOP Kak OHa nonbiTanacb MmeHA youTtb. OHa
ybuna TnaHa. A gonxHa Bce 3abbiTb?

— HeT, HO oueHuTb TO, YTO OHa caenana.

— 70 AnA meHa Taxeno. — OHa NO/I0XKKW/a CBOKO PYKY Ha ero 1 3arasHyna emy npsamo B rnasa.
— Ho a 6narogapto 1eb6s 3a To, 4TO Thbl NpuLen, yTobbl cnacTn meHsa. lNodyemy Tbl CHOBa caesian 3To?

JleoH He 3Han, YTo A0/IKEH CKa3aTb Ha 3T0. OH cMyLLEHHO n3beran BCTPeYaTbCs C ee B3rNsS40M.

Kak s moey 06vAcHUMb eli mo, ye2o cam He noHUMaro? A...
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— A yTo-TO CcKaszana He Tak? He b6ecnokolica, A Xe He byay uenosaTb TebA M3-3a YyBCTBA
6narogapHocTn. Ham oboum 3To He no HpaBy, HO A braroaapto Teba. OT Bcero cepAaua.

CnoBa pesanu ero ayly Kak Hoxom. OH He 3Han, oTKyaa 3T1a 60/1b U He Mor 06BbACHUTL cebe,
noyemy ero Tak pasodaposanu cnosa Mepu. Moyemy oH cnacaet ee. [la, noyemy?

Emy cpasy 6bl0 ACHO, YTO OH AO0/IKEeH caenatb 3To. A cnpawmsatb «lloyemy?» nocne. OH
BHyWwWAN cebe, yTo Mepun Bo3NnaraeT Ha HEro CBOM HaZexKabl U eMy He XOTesIoCb ee Pa304apoBbIBaTD.
Ho Tenepb oH YyBCTBOBAA, YTO 3ab6ayxaanca. Mepu HUKorga 6ol He NOCMOTPena Ha Hero, 1 BCe elue,
no-BMAMMOMY, MCMbITbIBaNa K Hemy oTtBpaweHne. OHa [0CTAaTOMHO OTKPbLITO MOKAasana 3TO Ha
paBHUHeE, YTOObI AaTb NOYYBCTBOBATbL eMy cBOe npe3peHune. Kak oH Mor 6bITb HAaCTONbKO Fyn, Y4TobbI
AYMaTb, YTO YTO-HMOYAb M3MEHUTCA?

«Tol uduom!'» — oH mon4ya pyran cebsa. — Tol 8ce20a 6bl1 0OUHOK, MAKUM U OCMAHeWbCH.
Mocmompu Ha 8ce amu MamyuposKu, KMo MosbKo 8106umca 8 Ko2o-mo 8pode mebA. YsaxeHue,
da, mel moxcews 3apabomame. BOobasoK, cmpax mel noayyuws becrnaamdo, Ho mel He xeb unu
Muwa u Jdaxce He TuaH. OcmarnbHble 8cezda bydym Oepxcame OUCMAHUUIO MOMOMY, YmoO Mol
Opyeoli. Aukuli 36epb 8 Yenogeyeckom obauube. Tom, 8 Kom Hyxoaromcs, Koeda desno doxooum 00
O0paku, Ho 014 8C€20 OCMAIbHO20 — HEM. IMo Hem.

— Yo c Toboit? — cnpocuna Mepwm.

JleoH B3sn cebs B pyKW. OHA He A0/IXKHA 3aMETUTb ero pasoyapoBaHuA.

— Hwnyero. Huyero.

— Tbl BbIFNAAWLWb, KaXKETCA... HEMHOIO PACCEPKEHHbIM.

— [a nagHo, — OH YTUXOMWPWU/CA M NOMbITANCA PaccnabuTb CBOM HANPAMKEHHO CBEAEHHbIE
MbILWLbI YeNtoCcTU. — Maem, Ham Hago NOTOPONUTLCA.

— fl cKa3ana YTo-TO He TO?

HeT, TonbKo npasay. Ho Tenepb mexay HUMK Bce ByaeT NOHATHO.

OH MO/14a Wen wWar 3a Warom M HUYTO Apyroe 6osbllie He MMeno 3HayveHus. CHer nog ero
H6O0TMHKaMM CBEPKA B IYHHOM CBETE, HO MUP Ka3aica emy eLle TEMHee, YeM Npexae.
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Katn 6pocnnack Ha 3emnto. Cobaka nepenpbirHyna yepes Hee. YTpobHOe pblyaHMe pa3ganoch
NPAMO PAAOM C ee yXOM, BOHb 6blna aackon. OHa MpuM3emaunnacb Ha MOCTOBYHO B [1ByX MeTpax 3a
HeW, HO 3aCKO/b3uNa, B3BM3rHy/a, AUMKO 3amaxa/ia lanamu 1 BHOBb obpena paBHoBecue.

MoTom OHa noaHANacb, pacTaHyna rybbl U OBHaXKWMMa XKenTble, MOLIHbIE KAblKU. Cnerka
HaK/IOHWNA roN0BY, NPUrOTOBUBLUUCL B 11060 MOMEHT Ha Hee BpocuTbecsa. OHa XKAaana TOoNbKO TOro,
4yTObbl OHa ABWHYNAcb, HO KaTn He wWeBenunachb, YyCTaBUBLUMCb HA HOX, KOTOpPbI 6aecten B cHery
nepen Heli. OHa meanieHHO npoTaHyia pyKy. Cobaka TOT 4ac e cpearnposBana U ockanmna 3ybbl
cunbHee. bblIo 04EBUAHO, YTO OHA KMHETCA NPU CAEAYIOWEM ABUKEHUN.

Bce nnu Huyero.

Katn pBaHynacb Bnepen. Cobaka oAHMM MPbIXKKOM MOACKOYMNA K Hel. Ee KynaK cXan HOX
Kpenye. OHa nepekaTUnacb Ha CNUHY U OTTOJIKHyNAcb HaBepx. B cnepyowmin momeHT Bec cobaku
TAMKENO /er Ha Hee.

OHa *KanobHo 3aBblna, HO elle He nornbna. MacTb C TMraHTCKUMKU 3ybaMmn OTKPbIAacb NPSAMO
nepeg nvuom KaTu, MUCTeKas COHOW, M AeBylKa C OTBPAlLLEeHME OTBEPHY/IA FO/I0BY B CTOPOHY.
CobaKa pAbllwana Kak cymaclweawana M ¢ Boem bpocunacb mMopgoil Bnepen, Aulb ele rnybxe
Hacaxkusas cebs. Ee kentble 3ybbl KNauanu gpyr o gpyra B HECKONIbKUX MUAAMMETPaX oT anua Katu.

KaTn noBepHyna HOX B paHe. Cobaka OTKMHyNa roNoBYy Ha3ag U nocnegHUn pa3 B3Bbiaa. 3aTem
MOLLHbIE YeNCTH 3aKpblanck HaBcerga. OHa pyxHyna BHUS.

Cobaka bblna mepTBa.

KaTn OTTONIKHyna OT cebs oTBpaTMTENbHOE TeNo M NOAHANACb Ha Horn. BepxHsa 4yacTb ee
Tynosuwa 6bina obarpeHa Kposbto cobaku. Ewe Tennon. C Tpyaom nepeBoas AblXxaHMe OT yrKaca u
CTpaxa, KaTu HaknoHWANach Bnepes, U ee BbIPBasio B CHET.

TyT pasganca Kpuk Tpuymoa. OHa B3aepHyna rososy. Ee B3rnag MeTHyACA K yauuUe, C KOTOPOW
OHa npubexkana. M3 TeHn nokasanacb nepsas cMyTHas ¢urypa. MoTtom eule oaHa. 3aTem Bce bosblue
n 6onbLue.

Katn nobexkana.

%k %k %k

MYTKUIA, GONE3HEeHHbIW BOW MBOTHOMO 4Yepe3 HECKO/IbKO MFHOBEHWI 3aTepanca cpegum
NAOTHbIX FOPOACKMX NOCTpoeK. Mepu ocTtaHoBUANACL. Bce ee Teno HanpArnock. Ee Hayano TpacTu.

— Tbl TOXKe 3TO CAblWwan? — cnpocuna oHa JleoHa.

— [a, no 3ByKy — AMKOE }KMBOTHOE.

OHa AMKO NoKayana rosoBoMm.

— Hert, 310 6bIN1a cobaKa. Ero cobaka, Tbl NOHMMAELWb? TOro My»KUYMHbI... A AYMAO, OHM HALWAN
Katn.

— lMoxoe, 310 Katn ybuna cobaky, a He HaobopoT.

Mepu monya KusHyna. Mbicab, 4TO K3TM NpOTMBOCTOANA STOMY YeTbIPEX/IANOMY MOHCTPY,
6pocuna ee B 03HOO.

KaTn onpepeneHHo paHeHa, ecnv BoobLe elle »Ku1Ba.

Mepwu yamBnanacb, HACKOIbKO 3a4epPCTBEA OHA B STOM KECTOKOM mupe. OHa He YyBCTBOBa/A K
KaTM HWM Kanoctu, HWM packasaHuA. HeT, B nyywem cayvyae CMyTHOE COXKaNeHWe, YTO KU3Hb KaTu
3aKOHYMIACb TAKUM }KECTOKMM CNOCOHOoM.

Ho uTo, ecnn oHa ele KmBa? ITa BeAbMa MOXKET BCE NEPEKUTD.

— Tbl ee HEHaBMAMLWb, — PAAOM C HEW TUXO KOHCTaTMpoBan JleoH. — [axe ceiyac, NOKa OHa
CparkaeTcA 3a CBOK ¥KU3Hb, Tbl €€ HEHABUANLD.

Mepu megneHHO KMBHyNa.
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— DTO HEeHaBMWCTb, KOTAA HUYEro He YyBCTBYELWb NMPU MbICAIN O CMepTU apyroro? Het, moxer
6bITb, A HE HEHABUXKY ee. MHe NPOCTO BCe PaBHO, YTO C HEN. Al TONbKO HaAeCb, YTO OHa 3abepeT BCHO
CBOO 3/10CTb € cobom. YTo, 3T0 TEbA oropyaet?

lMoyemy A makK y#acHoO omHowyce K Hemy? OH puckyem ceoell #U3Hbk, Ymobbl criacmu mMeHs.

Yto-To B /leoHe npoBouupoBano ee. [laxke 34ecb 1 ceiyac. MaHepa, B KOTOpoi OH obpalancs
C Hel Ha paBHMHe. Kak ¢ Kyckom maca. Kak co ckoTuHoM. OH 6e3KanocTHO NOHYKan er, ockopbun u
obuaen.

be3 Hezo mbl HUKo20a 66l He douwina ctoda. Tel bbiaa 6bl 20e-HUbYOb 8 3emse U ymepnaa bl om
manocmu K cebe.

HecmoTps Ha 3710 JleoH Npoby»Kaan B HEN YyBCTBA, KOTOPbIX OHA He xoTena. PAgom ¢ HUM OHa
NOCTOAHHO 3/1MNacb. M HUYEro He Morsa ¢ 3TUM nogenatb. ITU YyBCTBA BYPAUAM B HEWN M OHa Bonblue
He 6blna cobol. M, HecMoTpA Ha TO, YTO OHA MOYTM HMYEro He 3HANa O CBOEN MPOLUIOW KU3HU, He
MOTF/1a BCMIOMHUTb, KAKMM YeN0BEKOM OHa OblNla M KaK NPOXKMBAIA CBOIO KM3Hb, OHA HE XOTes1la TaKon
6bITb. YyBCTBA, KOTOpPbLIE J/IEOH NPOBOLMPOBA B HEM, ObINM TaKUMU CUABbHBIMM, YTO OHa CaMa cebs
HeHaBMAeNa 3a 3Ty c1abocTb.

Jlyywe 661 5 emy emaszana!

OHa TMXO paccmesnniacb. ITO YTO-TO C YEM-TO — OTBECUTb MOLLEYMHY NAPHIO, KOTOPbLIA PUCKYET
CBOEW XM3HblO paan Teba.

Bce ny4dwe, yem 6bimb C8A3GHHOU Yy CMeHbl 8 newepe U oxudame, Ymo xe 3mom Mep3asey
cldesnaem co mHol. A donxcHa 6bimb xomos HemMHo20 6s1a200apHOL.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha JleoHa, 6eryuiero B HOUM C HEMPOHWULAEMbIM BblparkeHnem anua. OHa
3HaNa, YTO MOMEHT ANA 61arof4apHOCTM YNyLLEH.

Ecnu meicneHHo ybpambe ece amu Oypaykue mamyuposKu, mo oH bydem 8oienademob 0080/16HO
musno. HesuHHbIM MOOPOCMKOM.

Ho OH ABHO MM He 6bin. TOYHO TaKKe MOXKHO Ha3BaTb rpemyyyto 3meto 6e3spesHOM.

— MoBepb MHe: K3Tn He ymepna, — BHe3anHO cKka3an oH. Ero rnasa 6necrenn B NyHHOM cBeTe.
Mepu 03apuia Mbicab: a 4To byaeT, ecnm Katm gonaet A0 BpaT paHblie HUX? [Keb M ocTasibHble
NOMeLLatoT el BOCN0/1b30BaTbCA NOPTA/IOM, HO YTO, €C/IN TPynna eLe He AOCTUIHEeT BpaT, Toraa Katu
NPOCTO TaK CMOKET NPOMTU CKBO3b NOPTaA U OAMH U3 HUX AOIKEH ByAeT OCcTaTbCA.

— K3Tn He mepTBa, — NOBTOPWU OH.

Mepwu yckopwuna war.

%k %k %k

Katu »kmBa. OHa 6erkana pagu *Ku3Hu. lNpeonones WMPOKYO NAOWaAb, CKONb3HYAA 32 YrON U
yCcTpeMunacb B Y3KUW NepPeynoKk mexay Aoctalowumn ao Heba gomamu. OHa 31O caenana, CHOBa
BEPHY/1la HEBObLUYIO ANCTAHLMIO MeXAy COB0M M TEMU MYXKUYMHAMM, HO MYCKY/bl y¥Ke APOXKaau oT
HanpsxeHna. Hackonbko 6bicTpoit Hbina gnsa Hee 6opbba ¢ cobakon, OHa NOHANA TONbKO ceiyac. Ho
OHA BbITECHMAA 3Ty MbIC/Ib, TENEPb OHa HE MOr/1a NPOABAATb cnabocTu. JbixaHue xpuneno. Jlerkue
6onenun ot xonoaa. HecmoTps Ha 37O, OHa Npoao/Kana 6exaTb.

B nepeynke 6bl10 A0BO/MIBHO TEMHO M OHA MNapy pa3 CNOTKHyNAacb. 33 HEW pa3faBajvch
npurayweHHble Kpukn. OHa obepHynack Yepes naeyo. CBeT dakesna CBEpPKaa B TEMHOTE, TaHLYA Ha
cHery. Ee npecneposatenn 6binn Henoganeky. Katu 3ameTuna, 4To noTepsasia MPeBOCXOACTBO B
PacCcTOsHMM M3-3a CTPaxa nepeg, ovepeHbIM NAZeHNEM, HO Y Hee He BbINo CUA eLle YCKOPUTLCA.

3mo KoHeu?

TyT ropbkaa ycmellKa npobexana no ee nuuy. 3mo ewe He KoHey. beau danswe! Brnipoyem,
Hu4ezo Opy2020 mebe He 0cmManock, Uau mel xo4ews coamoeca? Edsa nu.
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HeT, oHa bygeT npoaomkaTe H6exxaTb, NOKa He ynageT. lepes Hel nepeynoK CTaHOBWUJICA BCe
TemHee U TecHee. JIyHHbIN CBET Aarke He AOCTUras 3eMau nepeg ee Horamu. 3atem Katu ysHana
npuyKHy. Y3kaa yauua 6oina Tynukom. Mepeq Hel BO3BbIlasacb TeMHas, POBHasA cteHa. HuKakoi
BO3MOXHOCTM Ha Hee 3abpaTbcsa.

KaTn octaHoBMAach nepen cTeHOM U nocMmoTpena Ha Hebo. Tam HaBepxy bblla GECKOHEYHOCTb...

... @ 34eCb BHM3Y NOAKMNAANA CMEPTD.

OHa onycTtuna ronosy Ha rpygb. OHa noytn caenana aTo.
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KaTu cabiwana XpycT cHera, Buaena gporkaHue dakena v 3Hana, uyto byaet 6opoTbea. Ee rnasa
JINXOPaAo4HO OCMaTPUBAIN CTeHY nepes coboli.

Tam TeHb. TemHOe NATHO Ha CTeHEe O4HOro U3 JOMOB.

Moxcem 6bims, 08epeb.

OHa nogberkana 6aumxke. lencTBUTENBHO.

Moxcanylicma, nycme 08epb bydem omKpsima.

OHa BbITAHY/1A PYKY, CXBATMNACb 33 IeAAHYHO PYYKY M NOMbITasacb ee CABUHYTh.

My>KunHbl Npubnumxkanucb. Ewe meTpoB TpuauaTb M OHM OyayT 34ecb. MIX KagHble pyKku
NOTAHYTCA K HEM, OHU YB/IEKYT €€ M YyTalaT B CBOM MPAYHbIN MUP.

Hem! Hukoz2da!

[BepHasa pyyka HEMHOro cABuMHynacb. HeMHOrMM cunbHee MPOCTOro MOBOPOTA, HO 3TO Aano
KaTu HagexAay, KoTopas yasouna ycunma. CKpUnHyn meTann. 3ByK, MOXOXUIM Ha KPUK B HOYM.

Fonoca OXOTHUKOB 3a Hel cTann Bo3byxKaeHHel. OHM ycabiwanu ee.

Moxcanylicma!

OHa Hanerna Ha pyyKy BCEM CBOMM BECOM, M Ha CaMOM fAenie, pbl4ar onycTuaca BHM3. Katu
noTAaHyna asepb. OHa NPOWMbIrHY/a B LWeAb U 3aKpblaa 3a cobon asepb. BHYyTpM 6bIN0O TaK TEMHO,
YTO MOKHO BbIN0 NoAYMaTb, 34eCb HMKOrAa He 6bl1o cBeTa.

He mepsameo epemeHu.

KaTn nnxopaaoyHo olwynbiBana BHYTPEHHIOK YacTb ABEPU, MA@ 3aMOK, LLEKoAay, KoY, YTo-
TO, Yem bbl OHa Morna 3anepeTb 3Ty NPOKNATYIO ABEPb, HO HUYero He bbino. Katn rnyboko B340XHYNa.
OHa noyTM oT4yaAnacb, HO Ha 3TO cenyac He 6bino BpemeHW. OHa goNXKHA nNpoaoKaTb. OHa caenana
napy OCTOPOMXKHbIX LIAroB M ynajna Ha CTyneHu, Beaylime Hasepx. [ge-HMOyab HalaeTca Bbixoa,.
MokeT bbiTb, et CHOBa yAacTca yIMTU OT CBOMX NpecnegoBaTenen.

Tenepb TOAbKO BNepes,

BbITAHYTBIMM pyKamu OHa WCKana nepuna. bonbHO ygapuBWIKCL NPaBOM HOroM O MepByHO
CTYNeHbKY, OHa 3acToHana.

CHapyXu1 NPOHUKANU KPUKU MYKYMH. OYEeBMAHO, YTO OHU elle He obHapyxunu asepu. Katn
caenana nepsbl war. Motom cnegywowmin. N ewe oauH. TaxKeno npeoaosneBas CTyNeHbKy 3a
CTYNEeHbKOW HaBepX. ITO OblN UL BONPOC CYUTAHHbLIX CEKYHA, MOXKeT ObiTb, MUHYT, 4O KOro Kak
MY}KUYMHbI NPUAYT 33 HeM.

Ha nepBoit NeCTHUYHOM NaoLLaAKe OHa CTynuAaa B NyCTOTY, CNOTKHYAACb M yAapuaach roioBOM
O XONOAHyH 6eTOHHy cTeHy. MrHoBeHHO npobexkana BonHa 604, HO aapeHanuH bbiCcTpo ee
BbITECHMA. K3TM NOYyBCTBOBAsa, KaK YTO-TO TEM/I0€ NOTEK/I0 NO /IEBON CTOPOHE NNLA, U A0raaanach,
4TO 3TO ee COO6CTBEHHAA KPOBb. HO 3TO He 6bIN0 BaXKHO.

BakHbIM Obl/1a TONbKO NecTHMUA. Bbixoa.

KaTn nogHAanacb U caenana ewe o4MH War B TEMHOTY.

%k %k %k

— OcTaHoBucb! — npowunnen J1eoH.

Y Hero 6bI10 CMYTHOE OLLYLLIEHNE, YTO OHW YXKE He OAHW. 3a HMMMK Habnwaann, Ho Koraa oH
obopaumBanca, Tam HUKOro He 6bln10. YL@ No3agM Hero nexana B JIYHHOM CBETe OAMHOKOWN U
NOKUHYTOM. HUKOro He BUAHO, U TEM HE MEHEE...

Papnom c HUM Mepu ucnyraHHo BTAHY/1a BO3A4yX, @ 3aTEM NO3BO/IW/IA My CO CTOHOM BbINTH.

— B yem geno? — cnpocuna oHa Xxpunno.

— fl He 3Hato. MoeT bbITb, HX B Yem, — CKa3aJl OH.

— [apeHb, Tbl HanNyraa MeHA 40 CMepPTU.
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JleoH no-npexHemy cmoTpen BAONb yanubl. Ero B3rnag, ckaHMpoBan TEMHOTY.

Tam! Okono ogHoM U3 cTeH AOMOB ABUMKeHMe? OH TakK HanpPsAKEeHHO BrasAblBasCA, YTO ero
rnasa Havyanm cnesmnTbCs, HO Tam He Bbino... HUYero.

OH owmnbca? Nnam ero pasym cbirpan c HUM 31yto WYTKY? HeT, OH B 3TO He Bepu.

A Mo2y NonoHuUMbCA Ha C8OU UHCMUHKMbI. Kmo-mo npayemca 8 meHu u cnedyem 3a Hamu.

— Mepwu, — cKkasan oH TMxo. — A Aymato, YTO 38 HAMU KTO-TO eCTb.

OHa WMpPOKOo packpblaa rnasa.

— Tbl yBepeH? Tbl YTO-TO BUAEN?

— fl He 3Halo, HO Moe 4YyTbe peaKo MeHA obmaHbiBaeT. — OH HAaCTOMYMBO NMOCMOTPEN HA Hee,
MbITAACb OLEHUTb ee OCTaBLUMECA CUbI.

— MbI gonxKHbl 6exKaTb, HO TMX0. CaenaTb KPHOK, CHOBA M CHOBA CBOPAYMBas.

— Hey»enn mbl He MOXeM CnpATaTbCA?

OH noKayvan rosoBo.

— HeT, o4yeHb pUcKoBaHHO. be3 cBeTa B 34aHUAX Mbl HUYETO HE YBUAMM. Y MEHA HET KenaHuA
KaK 3BEPI0 CUAETb B JIOBYLUKE W A0MWAATbCA KOHUA. A Nydle NONbITald C4YaCTbA CHapyXu, nog
OTKPbITbIM HEBOM.

Mepwu KusHyna.

— Okel, Ho Hawwu cnegbl? OHM OTYETAIMBO BMAHbI HA CHETY.

— CeMyac 3TO He uWrpaeT HWKaKoM poan. Mbl NPOCTO AOAXKHbI 6biTb ObicTpee Hawero
npecnegosartensd. Tbl rotToBa?

— Ja. — Ee ronoc 6b11 TONbKO AblXaHUEM.

Toraa oHM nobexanu.

%k %k %k

KaTn noagHAanacb Ha TpW 3TaKa, KOraa ABepb BHM3Y CO CKPMMOM pacnaxHynacb. CeeT ¢dakena
YyCTPEMUICA HaBepPX, HEMHOIO OCBETMB OKpyKatoliee NpocTpaHcTBO. KaTu yBupena nepes coboit
ABEpb B CTEHE, HO OHa Obla NPOYHO 3aKpbITA.

3HauuT, ganblue.

Janble HaBepx.

HakoHeu-To 6naroaapa He6oONbLWIOMY CBETY OHA CMOI/1a HEMHOFO bbicTpee ABMraTbCs, HO elle
6bicTpee BblN MYXKUYMHbI HA NECTHULLE, KOTOPbIE HECINCb HAaBEPX B CBETE CBOMX (paKeoB.

KaTn nonaganvce 1 apyrve asepu, HoO BCe OHM Bblin 3anepTbl. BO3MOXKHOCTM NOMNacTb gasblue
B 34aHME N Tam cnpATaTbCcs He Bbino.

TA)Kenblt TONOT canor 3XOM OTCKakKMBan OT CTEH KaK Trpom, npeaBeLLalolmii WTOPM.
NepeHawmin ctpax obyan Katu, 3anon3 e Ha 3aTbIIOK, 3aCTaBUB ee ApO0XKaTb, HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO
NOT py4Yybem CTeKas Nno nnLy.

Hanbwe.

Hanbwe.

Hasepx.

OHa nonblTanacb YCKOPUTLCA, HO ee ApoKalume Horn 6osblue He moran. Katu yyBcTBOBana, YTo
CKOPO OHM MOAKOCATCA, HO YXKe CTOA/Ia HaBepXy. B KoHLe necTHULbI.

Mepepn Hel npocTaa AepeBaHHaA ABepb. [NocnegHAA BO3MOXKHOCTb YCKONb3HYTh.

Moxcanylicma, nycme oHa 6ydem omkpsima. lNoxcanylicma! Noxcanyticma! Moxcanylicma!

CXBaTMBLUUCH 32 PYYKY, OHA HaXKa/la BHU3.

[Bepb HapyKy pacnaxHynaco.

KaTn 3ackounna B Hee, onepsiacb CNMHOW O APEBECMHY, a 3aTeM NOBEPHY/Iacb U, MOCMOTPEB,
Hall/ia 3acoB, C MOMOLLbIO KOTOPOro MOXHO 6bl10 3anepeTb ABepb.
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OHa obner4eHHO B3A0XHYNA.
CnaceHa!
C Opyroii CTOPOHbI TAXKEN0€e TeNO KMHYIO0Ch Ha ABEPb. XPYCTHY/1a APEBECMHA 33 €€ CMUHOW.

k k%

Mepu noctosiHHO bbina Ha ABa Wwara no3aau JleoHa, KOTOPbI NOYTKU BECLIYMHO MYaCA B HOUM.
OH pep)kancs BNAOTHYKO K CTEHAM 34aHMN, Kasasiocb, YTO OH 0e3 yCUAWUM YKNOHAEeTcAa OT BCex
NPenATCTBMA, B TO BPEMSA KaK OHa YyXXe ABa pa3a 3anuHasacb M nagana. M kaxapl pas JleoH
OCTaHaB/IMBA/ICA M BO3Bpallaaca 3a Hel. be3 coB NogHMManN ee Ha HOTU U OHU BeXKanu ganblue.

OHM BCe elle He 3HaAW, eCcTb /M KTO-HMObyab no3aam Hux. Koraa OHW  HeHaaonro
OCTaHaB/IMBAJIUCh U TAXENO Abllla OrNAAbIBa/INCh HAa3ad, TO HUKOMO He BUaenu.

«Moxem 6bimb, mam 8006We HUKo20 Hem», — aymana Mepu. — «Moxem 6bimob, /leoH
owubcs. [poknamee, A cogcem 3amnbIXanace, A...»

Ho oH yXe cHOBa 6Gexan. Yepes gecaTb METPOB OHM AO0MKHbI Nepecedb LWMPOKYH yauuy.
BneaHbI cBeT NyHbl Nagan Ha HUX U Mepu 3Hana, YTo OHM ByayT XOPOLLO BUAHbI NAYLWEMY MO NATAM.
JleoH HemHOro nomeanun, Ho 3aTem 6pPoOCKICA B YCKOPEHHOM Temne Yepe3 gopory. Mepu cHoBa U
CHOBa OCTyManacb, ee HorM pas NOAKOCUAWUCHL MOA Hel, Koraa OHa CUAbHO CnoTKHynacb. OTKyaa
TONbKO JleoH 6pan cBOH BbIHOCAMBOCTb?

KpoBb cTyyana B ywax y Mepu, KOraa OHa, HaKOHEL-TO, 3aAblXasCb MpuiKanacb psaom C
JleoHOM K CcTeHe, MONHOCTbIO 3aKNEEeHHOM NnakaTamu, KOoTopble TPeneTasM Ha /JIerkom BeTpy.
MN306parkeHns Ha HUX NOBNEKNU M LBETA Hesb3a 6bl10 pa3nmMunTb B 61egHom cBeTe NyHbl. Bece cepoe
Ha cepom.

JNleoH rpybo cxBaTun ee 3a PyKy W yTAHYN euwe rnybxke B TeHb. Mepu xoTtena 6bino
3anpoTecToBaTb, HO TyT JIEOH MPUAOKWUA Maney K ee pTy. [pyroit pyKon OH yKasan Ha LIMPOKYHO
yanuy.

OHu b6biIn Tam!

M3 TeMHOTbl BHE3amnHO MNOSABUAMCL Mpu3padHble GUrypbl, OTAEAUBLLUMCL OT TEHWU AOMOB, U
OCTaHOBMIUCb Ha KPaw WKMPOKOWN ynuubl. OHU ucKann ux cnedbl. OANH U3 HUX NOAHAN FONOBY U
NoCcMOTpen NpPsiMo B WUX CTOpPOHY. W xota Mepu 6blia yBepeHa, YTO OH HEe MOMKeT WX BUAETb,
XONOAHbIN Ky/laK CXan en cepaue.

JIeoH HaKNOHW/ICA K HEW M TUXO NpoLlenTan Ha yxo:

— Celtyac Tbl AONKHA 6eXKaTb Kak HUKoraa B XM3HU, Mepu.

«fl Bce Bpems bery, Kak HMKOrAa B }XU3HU He beranal!» — xoTena oHa emy npoKpuyatb. OHa Bce
Bpems 6bla Ha rpaHW M 3Hana, YTo TONIbKO M3NULWIHe 3ameansaeT ero. OHa 3aaBanacb BOMPOCOM,
nobexkan bbl oH 6e3 Hee. be3 Hee y Hero 6bin WaHC. Ho cTpax nepen Tem, YTO ee OXUAAeT, ecau
MYXUYMHbI MOMMaIOT ee U BEPHYT Ha3a/, bbln OYeHb CU/EH.

Hem, s dommHa 6excams Oanvuie. Kak-HUbyob coenames smo. Jlyywie a 6ydy bexcams 00 mex
rnop, NoKa He ynady, 4em 006p0o80sbHO COaMCH.

Mo ero KOmaHAe OHW 063 NOHEC/IUCD.

* k%

[Nyxo peB, C KOTOPbIM MYX4YMHbl Bpocasnncb Ha ABEpPb C APYro CTOPOHbI, MPAKTUYECKU
csoann Katn ¢ yma. Kaxapli TONYOK cOTpAcan AepeBo U BCe ee TeNo.

OHa HaxoAnnacb Ha Kpblwe 34aHUA. HaBepxy Ayn neasHolM BeTep, OT KOTOPOro CTbi NOT Ha ee
MOKPOM Nnby, a KOHYMK HOca 3anezeHen. B nbowemcs nyHHom ceBeTe KaTh BMAENa HETPOHyToe
CHE)HOE MOKPbLIBANO M CTPAHHbIE KPYyr/ble MeTa//IMYECKME YallM, HanpasieHHble B Hebo. Tam
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HaBepxy CBepKana OJHa-eAMHCTBEHHas 3Be3ga. Mx 3Be3ga. lepBas cepasa neseHa oxsBatuna
HeboCBOA, M BCE e YyTPO eLle He HAacTynuo.

Bo3moxHO, 5 ewe pas ysuxcy HacmyrsaeHue Hoso20 OHS.

KaTn 3Hana, uto 6osblle He MOKMHET 3Ty Kpbiwy. OTcioga He 6bl10 BbIXOo4a UM Kakoro-nmbo
Apyroro nytu. HeT necTHuubl, Beaylwen Ha cBoboay 1 3TO TONIbKO BOMNPOC BPEMEHM, KOr4a MyXKYMHbI
BbIJIOMAlOT ABEPb.

OHa ympeT HaBepxy. bopsicb. OHa HM B KOEM He c/ly4ae He AAacTCs 3TUM JII0AAM B PYKU KUBOW.
OHa C/IMLLIKOM XOpOoLOo Mor/ia cebe npeacTaBuTb, YTO rpo3nsio Mepu.

Hem, HUkmo co mHoli smozo He cOesnaem.

3aTtem BCe BHE3aMnHO CTUX/O.

MpoxoAnnun cekyHabl. BoT yxe MuHyTa.

OHU omcmynunu?

JNlerkunit npobneck HaaeKabl NPOKPANCs B ee cepaLe.

MoeT bbITb...

3aTem 4TO-TO yAapwuNo e B CMUHY C TaKOW YyAO0BULLHOM CUION, YTO K3TU LUBLIPHYO B CHer.
[dpeBecrHa ABEPU CO CKPEKETOM PaCcKO10NaCh.

BonocaTasa pyKa NpoTUCHYyNacb B 06pa30BaBLUYIOCSA LLEb, UL 3a4BUNKKY.

KaTn meaneHHo nogHsnack. OTcTynMna Hasag,. Basanacb 3a HOMXK.

PyKa Halwna, YTo UCKana. [lBepb pacnaxHynachb.
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Mwuwa BbIbpanca M3 cBOEro CnaibHOro0 MelkKa M NoTAHyAcA. Ero B3rnag ynan Ha [yKeHHy K
Oxxeba, KoTopble cnanu paAgoM, He Kacadacb Apyr Apyra.

OH nogolen K OKHY U BbITIAHYT HAPYHKy. K ero yameaeHuto, Ha yauvue y»Ke HacTynuio yTpo 1
HEBUAMMOE CO/IHLE 03apsa/io Hebo.

LLopox ero oaexxabl pasbyann Oxeba, KOTOPbIA NOAHANCA U CMOTPEN Ha Hero.

— CHapy»ku pacceeTaeT, — CKasan Muuwa.

Tenepb BcTana u [AxeHHa.

— B Takom csiydae, Ham Hago NpPoAo/IXKaTb. BpaTa rae-to Heganeko, — ckasan [eb.

Mwuwa noyecan ronosy.

— MoskeT 6bITb, Mepu ¢ JleoHOM yxKe Tam M npownun mux. Bo Bcakom cnyyae, A 6bl npowen,
4TOObI KaK MOXHO BbICTpee MOKUHYTb 3TOT MUP.

— MoskeT 6bITb. Ecnu y JleoHa nonyuynnocb Hantn Mepwu, ToO OH NOMAET KpaTyanllen 4oporom K
BpaTam. OH He TOT TUM, YTO AeslaeT AJIMHHbIE NepepbIBbI.

JKeHHa yXxmblnbHYyNachb.

— He 10 4TO MbI!

OHa BCTana 1 NoTAHyNaChb.

— Torpa paBanTe AguraTbCs ganblue, — cKasan [xKeb M Hayan 3anuMxmBaTb CBOW BellM B
MELLOK.

OHM BbIWAN HA YAMLY U ELLEe Pa3 OCMOTPENN OKPECTHOCTU. MNepes HUM nexan HENOABUMKHbBIN U
MONYannBbIA MepTBbI roposa,. CHer y UX Hor 6bl1 HETPOHYT, @ UX COBCTBEHHbIE Cneabl CO BYepPaLLHEro
OHA yXKe OaBHO UcYes3nu.

YTpo noobewano MM Hagexay, NoToMy 4YTo Korga Muwa nocmoTtpen Ha Hebo, TO OH cpasy
yBUAEN 38e34y, KOTOpas CBepKana Hag HUMM Ha HebocBoge.

OTAOXHYBLUME U C BEPOW B Ny4dLLiee, OHWU MOLLAraanm no noKpbITOMYy OT MOPO3a KOPOUKOM CHEry.
Bbl10 He TaK X0N104HO, Kak AHEM paHee.

Mwuwa nowen Bnepegm. Mo ero ctonam cnegosanu xxeb n [KeHHa. Mo mepe NpUbANKEHUA K
nopTtanam Muwa gyman o JleoHe.

MepgneHHo, NoYTU HexoTA 3a AOMaMK Bcxoauno conHue. CHavana 61e4HO-PO30BbIA Mano-
nomany oxsaTmn Hebo, 3aTeM COJIHEYHbIE NY4M HALWIAM BbIXOA U3-3a €10A 061aKOB Hag AOMamu U
BbITECHUIM TEMHOTY.

%k %k %k

INeoH 6exkan Bnepean. Mepwu egsa nosaaum.

MprMepHO Ha PacCcTOAHMM ABYXCOT METPOB 33 HUMM FTHa/CA NepBbli NpecnenoBaTens. Janblue
PaCcTAHYTON LUEPEHroM cnefoBann ocTanbHble. M OHM NOCTOAHHO Npubaukanncb. CHavana Mepu u
JleoH 3apaboTtanu cebe npemmyLlecTso, KOTopoe Tenepb Bce 6onblie u 6onbwe ynetyunsanoch. C
KaxkabiMm Wwarom Mepu Bce 6onblue 3ameananach. JIEOH cabllwan ee xpunaoe ApixaHue. Mo ee anuy
ctekan not. OH 3aMeA/IMNCA Ha ABa Wwara 1 nobexkan pafom C Hel.

— Mepwu, He cgaBaica. Mbl cmoXKem 3To caenaTb.

OTBeTa He nocnenoBasno.

B ero ronose ogHa mbicnb cmeHAna apyryto. OHW 6blan Hepganeko ot Bpat. MpubansmtenbHo
Hefaneko. MoaHUMasA B3rNAA, OH BUAEN, YTO 3Be343 HAaX0AMTCA MOYTM NepneHANKYAAPHO HAZ HUMW.
3HauuT, A0 nopTanos 6aun3Ko.

Ymo mHe cdename? Kak 5 moey eli celiyac ewje nomouys ?
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Mepu 3amegnsanacb. JleoH ornsHynca. MepBbll nNpecnenoBatenb ABCTBEHHO npubauKancs.
JleoH eaBa He CNOTKHYACSA, HO BbICTPO BOCCTaHOBM/ paBHoBecue. Mpn HbiHEWHeM Temne ux B Atobom
C/y4ae CKOpPO AOrOHAT. Hy*KHO YTO-TO NpeanpuHATL.

JleoH octaHoBUACA.

OH cxBaTuUn Mepu 3a pyKy U TOXKe 3aCTaBU OCTaHOBUTLCA. Mepu LWMPOKO packpblaa rnasa. OHa
HaCTopoXKnnacb. He nponsHocA ganblie HX CNOBa, JIEOH HAaKNOHMACA, 06XBAaTUA NAafOHAMM ee 1L,
NnoTAHYA K cebe u...

... U ouenosan ee.

CHavana, Kasanocb, Mepu He NOHANA, YTO NMPOMU3OLL/IO, HO 3aTEM OHa C HEOXKWAAHHOM CUION
OTTOJIKHY/1a €ro U Aana eMy 3BOHKYHO MOLEUYUNHY.

— Tbl... Bonble HUKorga cHosa. HMKorga cHoea! — npowwunena oHa.

Ero weKkn ropenn orHem, HO Korga JleoH yemaen B rnasax y Mepwu 3n0ctb, TO paccmesnca. U
rpy6o OTTONKHYAN ee NafoHblo.

— Mpopgonrkait! — npuKasan oH KPaTKO, NOBEPHY/ICA M NobeXKan, He A0XKMAAACH ee.

B Mepu byweBana ApocTb. ApocTb Ha CTpax nepeg OTLOM, OT KOTOPOro OHa He Morna
n3baBuTbCA. APOCTb Ha camy cebsd, 3a To, YTO OHa NO3BOAMAA OTUY AenaTb ¢ JaBnagom. ApocTb Ha
NeoHa. Ha ntogeii, KoTopble rHasincb 3a HUMMK. APOCTb Ha 3TOT APAHHON, XONOA4HbBIN MUP.

M3 Hoca bexann conan. M aTo ewe 6onble ee 3anno. bonblie Bcero e xoTenocb 3aBbiTb OT
APOCTM, HO OHa B3f/1a cebAa B pyKU. HMKTO He npuaeT, 4Tobbl B3aTb ee 3a pyKy. HUKTO He ByaeT ee
yTewaTb. HMKTO He n03aboTnTbCcs 0 TOM, YTOObI BCe ONATb CTaN10 XOPOLUO.

HeT! 310 neXuT Ha Hel oaHOMN.

JleoH 6bin yxKe B aecATM meTpax oT Hee. OH He obopaunBancs K Hei. M Toraa oo Hee gowno.

Smom 3acpaHey Noyen08asa MeHA MosabKo Ymobol pa3o3aume. [08HIOK!

Mepu nomopLMaacb U CNOTKHY1ACh.

%k %k %k

KaTn oTcTynuna K Kpato Kpbiwn. My»KUMHbI NOCTENEHHO NPOTANIKMBA/IUCL Yepe3 CNOMaHHYH
Aepb. Mx 6b110 BOCEMb.

Bocemb ozeTbix B I0OXMOTbA Guryp obpasoBanv Kopuaop, MO KOTOPOMY AEBATbIN MYyXK4YMHa
Bbllen Ha Kpbiwy. OH OCTaHOBUACA B ABYX METPax OT Hee, He 3amMeyasd HAaCTaBAEHHbIN Ha Hero KaTu
OKPOBAB/IEHHbIN HOX.

OH CTOAN M NPUCTAaZIbHO CMOTPEeN Ha Hee. Ero anuo 66110 UCKAXKEHO OT APOCTU U OH OCKANUA
3ybbl.

— l'pe oHa? — npopbiyan OH.

KaTn exnaHo ynbibHynace.

— [aneko. 3abyap o Hel. Tbl 6o/blle HUKOTAA €€ HE YBUAULIb.

OH CnNOHYA B CHET.

— Torpga Tbl! — CKasan OH TUXO U ycmexHyncsa el BnactHo. Katm oueneHena. OHa xoTena
OTCTYNUTb eLle Aa/blle, HO YXKe AO0CTUINA Kpaa Kpbllwn. 3a Hel 3uana 6e3goHHas nponacTb, KOTopas
NpPOCTUPaNachb YepHOM NYCTOTOM.

KaTn noyyBcTBOBaNa, YT0 MOMEHT HacTan. CoNHLE PacKMHYNO CBOM /ly4M Haj Kpbllamu AOMOB
N BCE 3aCBepKano 30/10TbiM. Baeck OKongoBan 3TOT MpayHbin U BpaxKAebHbIN MUP, KOTOPbIA He
3aCNYXKWUA TOTO, YTOObI BbITb 3aKONA0BAHHbIM. K3TK ollyuiana pobkoe Tenao HOBOro AHA Ha CBOEM
nnue. Kasanocb, 4To Bce ee Teno cmano nsHytpu. OHa 6bina cunbHa. OHa 6bina rotosa. OHa 6onblie
He MCMbITbIBaNa CTpaxa.

CnoKOMHO NoCMOTpena B rnasa yyxKakam.

BbINycTMNa HOXK B CHEr. 3aTemM pacnpocTepaa PyKu U MmeaeHHO ONPOKMHYNacb Ha3aa,
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lNoKka oHa nagana B NponacTb, ee mbicau bblin B gpyrom mupe. Katn Bugena ceba rpebyluein Ha
AocKe gns cepdurHra no 6Gupro3osomy mopro. HaBcTpeyuy CoONHUY 1 NepBoi BOHE.
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I'1aBa 52

JleoHy xoTenocb rpomKo 3akpuyaTb. OH yXKe BMAEN NopTan, YyBCTBOBaA cebAa NpaKTUYEeCKn B
6e3onacHOCTN, HO MOCNeAHWN B3rNA4, Has3ag, ckasan emy o gpyrom. OHM He CMOryT [0 Hero
[o06patbca. Mepu cnoTbikanacb 1 B N1t060N MOMEHT PyXHET Ha 3eMH0.

Toraa Bcé 3aKkoHUUTCA 3gecb. OH ocTaHoBUACA M 06epHynca. Mepu CNOTKHyNacb U Bpe3anachb B
ero rpyab. C TMXMm B340XOM OHa yxBaTuaach 3a Hero. [biwana oHa TAXEeNO U HepOBHO, 3abIXaACh.
JleoH BbITaWwuN CBOM HOX M3-3a noAca. MNosepx ronosbl Mepu OH CMOTPEN Ha MY)KUYMHY, KOTOPbIM
[06epétca ao HMX nepsbiM. OH 6bla He BbiWe ero camoro u Tenepb OH BUMAE/N HEKOTOpble YepTbl
nnua, byrHyo KocmaTyo bopoay n 6aegHoe nnUo. JIeoH OTKAKYUUA cBOM pasym. Celyac He Bpems
ANA cTpaxa. He Bpema na KakMX-TO NAAHOB. BarkeH 6bla TOZIbKO 3TOT MOMEHT, TONIbKO 3Ta CXBaTKa.
JleoH nouyBcTBOBaN cBUpeEnyr YAblbKy Ha cBOEM auue. OH obowén Mepu M 3aHAN 3aLUTHYIO
nosunymio nepeg Heit. HemHoro npucen, 4tTobbl NnepexBaTnUTb yaap CBOEro NPOTUBHMKA.

Ha ypuBneHne my)xumHa cTan eweé ObicTpee, Koraa yBuAes, YTO ero XeptBa bonblue He
yberaet, u Tenepb B Npeaenax f0CAraeMocTHu.

EcnAn oH ymeH, TO NOA0AET OCTaNbHbIX.

Tenepb OH 6bIN TaK 6AM3KO K HUM, YTO JIeoH BUAEN cuaHMe ero rnas. YepHble, anyHble rnasa.
My}KUYMHA OTKPbIN POT ANA OMKOr0 KpUKa.

BHe3anHo BO34yX MPOH3UN0 KYXKKaHUeE.

Mpunetena cTpena u BOH3MANACb B NAe4o Hanagatowero. OHa ygapuaa ¢ Tako CUMAOM, YTO ero
oTbpocuno Hasag, B cHer. Ero KpuK npeBpaTUACA B *KanobHbI nnau.

JleoH He noHAN, YTo cnyydmaocb. OH NOBEPHYA FON0BY. B KOHLE yauue cToana BbicoKaa dpurypa.
CunyaT Ha ¢oHe ceTnetowero Heba.

[OKeb.

JleoH 4yBCTBOBaAA, Kak Mo ero ALy pacnabiBaeTca ynblbKa. [Keb 6bin He oanH. Pagom ¢ HUm
BbIPUCOBbLIBANNCH ABa APYrMX cuayaTa. Muwa m xeHHa.

BTopasna cTpena npocsuctena pAagom C HUM.

[nyxomn yaap, a 3aTeM KpUK.

Cnepyowmin Hanagamowmn HesameTHO Npmbaunsmaca K JleoHy, Ho [xeb n ero Toxe BbiBeN U3
cTpoA.

NleoH cknoHunaca K Mepu. OH NoAOXKUA €€ pyKy Ha CBOM Neyun, 06XBaTUA TPYAHYIO KNETKY U
TakMMm 0H6pa3om noTalma B CTOPOHY BpaT. [loTom nepes HAM BHe3anHo nossunca Muwa. Kaxkapin ns
HUX 3aKMHYN pyKy Mepu cebe Ha naeun, n oHM BPOCUAUCL K OCTaNbHbIM, B TO Bpema Kak [xeb
NycKan CTpeny 3a CTPenoi Hag Ux ronoBamm.

JleoH obepHynca n ysuaen, 4to ABoe APYrMx HanagaBLUMX BanAwoTcA B cHery. X Kpuku 6oam
pa3faaBanmcb Mex 4oMamun. OCTaTKM OXOTHUKOB CNpATaaAnChb U 6o/blue He pewanmcb NnpubansnTbea.

Koraa Muwa v JleoH, Taxeno Aaplwa, gobpanncek ao Axkeba, um Ha nomoulb npuiuna [xeHHa,
3ameHuB JleoHa.

[Oxxeb cmoTpen noBepx HaATAHYTOro NyKa Ha ux npecnegosaTenei. OH U ApyrMe meaneHHo
OTCTyNaam co CBOEM NO3nLMN Ha3aa, Noka [1xkeb He BbiNycKan M3 BUAY OXOTHUKOB.

CnycTta Kasanocb 6bl TpMCTa 6eCKOHEYHbIX METPOB OHW 3aBEPHYAW 33 YroA YAuupbl U nepes
HMMM OTKPbINACh LUMPOKaA NAoWwadb, Ha KOTOPOW BbICMAACb OrPOMHasA KaMeHHaA KOJOHHA. Ha
BEPLUMHE KONOHHbI B Hebo TAHynacb 30n0TaA ¢urypa. MopTanbl HAaXo4MAWUCH Y MNOAHOXMA U
Ny/NbCMPOBAIN CBOMM CBEPXbECTECTBEHHbIM CBETOM.

OHM meaneHHO N OCTOPOXKHO NOAOLAN, OCTAHOBMBLUMCL HEAANEKO OT NepBbIX BpaT.

[Keb BCE elé aeprkan CTpeny Ha TeTUBeE, He BbiNycKas Njowaab U3 BUAY, HO HUKOro He 6blno
BUAHO. BUAMMO Te, KTO UX aTaKoBan, CAA/IUCD.
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Tenepb Mepu gblllana HEMHOTO TULIE U CHOBA OTKpPbI/a rnasa. OHa nocmoTpena Ha [XeHHy U
obeccuneHo ynbibHynacob.

— CyaAa no Bcemy, Mbl BCe Xe 3TO cAenasin, — CKasasia OHa TUXO.

JXeHHa monya cxKana ee pyku n 3acmeanach.

HUKTO He NPOM3HOCUA HU C10BA, HO NOKA OHW BbICTPAMBANMUChL Nepes BpaTamu, TO BCe AyManu
0 Katu. }umBa nun oHa ewe? BepoATHo, HeT. KaTu He npuwna. He npowna yepes Bpata. OHa ocTaHeTcA
34ecb.

Oxxeb onyctun nyk. Kaxkaplh BCTan nepes ogHUM M3 ceeTAwmxca Bpat. OHM ewe pa3
nocmoTpenu Apyr Ha apyra. B nx rnasax 3acTblna Hagexaa, Koraa OHU ABUHYAUCH Briepea.

3T0 Obl/1 TONIbKO OAMH Luar.

N OHW cTYNWAM B HOBbIN MUP
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Anujsor

CHoBa nowen cunbHbIN cHer. MNA0THO IOXKUAUCH TAMKEbIE CHEXKUHKK, TaHLYys Ha BETPY, MOKa He
CTep/u BCe cneapl, KOTopble N0An Korga-nmbo octaBuam nocne cebs.

3To0 6bln MUP BeYHON 3MMbl. HKM3Hb 34€Cb HEe KeslaHHa, HO MATb Mpu3paydHbix uryp,
NOAHUMAIOLLMXCA U3 CHEra, MMesin Maio Yero obLero ¢ Tem, YTo 0O6bIYHO MOHMMaELLb MO KU3HbIO.

OAaHa 13 HUX, € rpybo BbiCEYEHHbIM JIMLOM, 3aNpPOKUHYAa FrOI0BY Hasad W MOHKXana BO3AyX.
PbluaHKMe BbIPBaNoOCh 130 PTa, Y KOTOPOTo He 6b1n0 ryb. 3BYK, BblparkatoLLnii Kak He4OBO/IbCTBO, TaK U
yaosnetsopeHue. EE yeTbipe ToBapuLa TONTANUCL HA MecCTe.

OHM He pasroBapuBaan. Ho 3To 1 He BbIN10 HYKHO.

OA4MH U3 HUX caenan NepBbli War 1 Bce 0cTasibHble MTHOBEHHO NOC/EA0BaAN 33 HAM.

OHM He YyyBCTBOBANAM X0/104a.

Nx oKpyxunaa KpyTawancs 6enmsHa.

lonoc, KOTOPbIM C/bIWAN TOJIbKO OHW, YKasbiBasl UM MyTb, U OHWU cnegoBann emy. OHu b6yayT
cnefoBaTbh emMy, MOKa He HaliayT CBO A06bIvy.

Hukakux KonebaHui.

HuKakux pasgymuii.

OHu Ha oxorTe.

%k %k %k

YuTtaiite npogonkerHue B «JJABUPUHT NPECAEOYET TEBA».
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