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LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

AHHOMayus

MeHsa 30ByT Jlakcnep, U A — dneMeHTanb.

Mol Hapoag BANacTByeT Hag cuiaon 3eman pgas Toro, 4Tobbl NOALEPXKUBATb KU3Hb U
CONpPOTMBAATLCA Bparam. Kak npuHuecce, MHe HyXHO ObiTb PSAOM CO CBOMM OTLLOM-Koponem. Ho us-
33 TOr0 YTO A MNOJIYKPOBKA, BHEOPAYHbIN pebeHOoK, 3TO UCK/IOYEHO.

Koposb ncues, 1 ero pasym ciomneH. MHe npuaetcs HamTu ero Ao Toro, Kak Kpai 3axsaTut
KPOBOMKaZHbIN HAacAeaHWK.

Ho caenatb 310 HyaeT coBcem He MPOCTO, @ A OKA3bIBAlOCb B YE/IOBEYECKOM MUPE, U MHE FPO3UT
BO3MOXHOCTb M3rHaHma. Ho a noinay Ha Bce, 4Tobbl HaliTM WMuelKy, KoTopasa MO CTeYeHuto
obcToATENBCTB CaMa B Herax oT AeMoHa, U OHa MOA eAMHCTBEHHAA Ha4eX4a BEPHYTb OTLA AOMOW.

Bce He TO, Uem KaKeTcs, U He ACHO, KTO ApYr, a KTo Bpar. MHe rpo3nT HensbexHoe HakasaHue
3a TO, YTO MAY NPOTMB 3aKOHOB WM XOYy NMPUHECTU MUP B CBOW AOM...M BOPIOCb 3@ KU3Hb TeX, KOro
ntobnto 6onblue BCero Ha ceeTe.

Kak »Ke MHe BbI3BO/NMUTb OTLA M CaMOW BbINTM HeBpeaumoin? [obpo noxkanosatb B pAdbl
N36paHHbIX.
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I'maBa 1

HenoBuMHOBeHME He U3 TeX CNOB, YTO NErKo rOBOPUTb DemMeHTansm, coBcem HaobopoT. OHOo
nogpasymeBaeT M3rHaHME Hac OTOBCIOAY, IAe Mbl CMOF/IM Bbl MOYEPMNHYTb CUAY M HaNUTaTb Aywy. U
BCE YK€ A ero 3HaNa C/IMLLIKOM XOPOLLIO KaK B TEOPUK, TaK M Ha NPaAKTUKeE.

Al cmoTpena Ha cBoero mnaguwero 6pata PeliBaHa. A OH CMOTPEN Ha MeHA, U MeXKAY ero rycTbimM
YEPHbIMM BPOBAMM 3anerna MOpLLMHKA OT 6eCcnoKoMncTBa.

— JlapK, NOXKanyncTa, CKaXku, YTo Tbl Nepeaymaellb U OCTaHeWwbCsA 34echb. [JeprKucb noganblue
OT Mupa Ntogeit. Yem ganblie Tbl OTKNOHAELWbCA OT 3aBETOB Halwero otua U bornHn-Matepu...

fl MaxHy/1la pyKoM, NpepbiBas ero, U Noganacb Bnepes NnoMopLmBLLIKCE. Teno Bce ewe 6oneno
OT cpakeHui B LLlaxTe, M MbiWwubl NPOTECTOBANM AAXKe OT 3TOrO IErKOr0 ABUMKEHMA.

— Tbl 661 Npeanoyen, 4Tobbl Mbl OCTaBMAM KOPOAA HAa NPOM3BOA cyabbbl, KOraa BCce 3HAEM, YTO
OH He B cBoeM yme? OH A0/1KeH Ha3BaTb HAaC/eHMKA.... 3TO OH BCE elle A0/IKEH caenaTtb.

3710 6bIN10 OAHOM M3 NPUYUH, MOYEMY MHE HY}KHO OblN0 MONTM 33 OTLOM. XOTA MeXAy HaMn n
KaHyna BCAKaa nob0Bb, Hapoh BCe elWeé Hyxaanca B npeemHuke. CMeHa BAACTU Yy pasHbIX
dnemeHTanen oTan4Yanach, U Halwa bbina Takon. Ham HyKeH Obln1 KTO-TO, KOro BbibepeT npeablayLnia
npasutenb Nog pykosoactsom bornHu-Matepu.

HacKonbKo A 3Hana, oTew, HUKOro He Bbibpaa. YTo 3HAUMNO, eCIN OH YMPET, TO MOXKET HauyaTbCA
rpakAaHCKasa BOWMHA. Y)Ke 6bln0 NMOHATHO, KOro M3 HacneaHWKoB B Kpae nogaepanun 6bl ntogm B
CNyyae BOVHbI.

Y1o ewé xy)Ke, morna BepHyTbcA KaccaBa, U B MpUHLMNE, KaK NMepBan *KeHa KOopoaA, Morna
B3ATb BNACTb B CBOM pyku. C eé cumnonm nopobHoe pasBuTME COObLITUN CTAaHOBUNOCL BeCcbMa
BEPOATHbIM. Ha KoneHAX BCTpeneHynacb M B3rnsHynAa Ha MeHA eTa CBOMMM APKMMU KaK M3ympyapl
rnasamm.

— Tbl QONXKHA paccKa3aTb MHE O HeWll KaK-Hubyab, JlapK. A 4yBCTBYIO OrpomHyto 60sb, CTOUT
Tebe NnWb BCMOMHUTb O HEN.

E€ cnoBa 6binM OOBOMBHO TUXMMM, He gymato, yto PeinBaH ycnblwan. CKopee BCEro OH He
nogo3spesan, yto MNeta — mon damunbap. H1 y Koro B Kpae HMKorga He 6bl/10 KOWwaybMX B KayecTse
dammnnbapos.

BONbWWHCTBO B Moel cembe INemMeHTasel CYMTasiM, YTO 3TO NPOCTO NoaobpaHHaa MHOK
KOWKa. bpoasxkKa. 1 no MHOrMM NpUYMHAMm A Hageanach, YTO TaK ByAyT cunTaTb U Aanblie.

MeTa morna CAyXuTb OT/IMYHBbIM LUMMOHOM, €CAM HUKTO He OyaeT 3HaTb, YTO OHA NOHMMaeT
peyb.

BpaT OTKMHYN Ha3az ronoBy, Uy HEro AePHYACA KadblK, BUAMMO, eMy C/I0XKHO bbl/1o Nnoaobpatb
cnoBa. fl ke co CBoen CTOPOHbI TAKMM HEA0CTAaTKOM He cTpaaana.

— PeliBaH, 5 LeHto TBOI 3a60Ty, npaBaa. Ho y Hac AeNCTBUTENbHO HET Apyroro Bbixoaa. Mbl Bce
NMOHMUMAEM, HO...

OH NoAHAN NeBYH PYKY M CNerka B3MaxHy/ eto, Ha MFHOBEHME A 3aMeTUNa CUAtoLLME 3e/1éHble
BCMNONOXM CUAbI, UCXOZALLME OT €ero pyKu. A BMAeNa, Koraa Apyron dnemeHTanb cobupaetcs
MCNo/ab30BaTb CBOIO CUAY, M BUAENA ero HamepeHus. [lap, Kak A NOHAMA, KOTOPbIM B/lagena TObKO A.
[JoBOoNbHO yao6HbIM B 6MTBax. KoTopble, Kak MoKasanu nocnegHue mecsubl, Obliv NpakTUYECKM
exeagHeBHOW PYTUHOM.

Ha 3actaBneHHOM cTo/1e CKBO3b Wenru npobunca nober. Mober KMBOKOCTU 3aLBen GMONETOBO-
ronyboiMu LBETaMM, Korga 6paT NpoTAHYA PYKY M KOCHYACA LBETKA.

— Tbl cunbHee, yem Bce Mbl aymanu, Jlapk. N, nogo3peBato, CMepPTOHOCHee, B OTANYME OT
TBOEro LBeTKa-Te3kn™. Tbl 3Haelb, YTO Halwm HBpaTbAa U cecTpbl roBopAT o Tebe, Korga cobupatoTca
BmecTe?

*Nakcnep — *MBOKOCTb (Mpum. nep.)
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B3sB cO cTO/1a 3penbiii MEPCUK, a OTKYCUAA COYHYIO MAKOTb. E€ COK — c/nafikuin, ¢ HOTKamu
3axo4ALMX y4en NeTHEro CoJIHLA — NOTEK No NnoabopoaKy M KanHya Ha rososy lMNete. OHa AépHyna
YyWaMM U C YKOPU3HOM B3rNAHY/NA HA MEHA, @ MOTOM MpPbIrHYNA C KONEH Ha NJe4Yo M MPUHANACH
BbIYMLLATb LUEPCTKY.

Al NnpornoTuNa Kycoyek, 3acTaBmB ero XaaTb MOero oTeBeTa.

— A 6bIBaeT, YTO OHM 060 MHe He roBopAT? A NO/NYKPOBKa, CTaBlWwaa IHaepom. Mo3op, NATHO Ha
Halwem poay, ec/i MOMHULLb.

PeiBaH noKayan ronosoW, MOTAHYACA Yepe3 CTON U CTAHYN KYCOK CBEXKEro cCbipa C Moel
Tapesku. A NoCMoTpesia Ha Hero B NPUTBOPHOM FHEBE.

— 370 66110 4,0 NpouncecTsmA ¢ Knugoi.

OH 3aKMHYN KyCOYEK Cbipa B POT M CTan ero nepexesblBaTb, MOKA €ro C/I0Ba OKPYXKa/u MeHsA
CBOMM CMbIC/IOM.

Cnagoctb NnepcuKka obpaTunack B MNbl/ib BO PTY, M A €4B8a CMOTrAa OTKYCUTb elwé. BuHa nogHAanach
BO MHE KaK AWUKWUI neB HaZ HNYEro He NOA03PEBAIOLLEN KEPTBOA.

—OyuemTbI?

OH nopganca Bnepén, cBepana MeHa B3rns40M ronybbix rnas.

— OHM 3HAIOT, YTO Thbl C HEW caenana. He 3HalOT KaK — A TOXKe He 3Hato. Ho 3HaloT, YTo TO, Kakas
OHa ceMnyac... ITo caenana Tol. U Um CTpaWHO. DNeMeEHTANM COBEPLUAIOT FyMble NOCTYMNKM, KOrga um
CTPaLWHO, Tbl CaMa 3HaeLb.

MepcuK BbiBaNMACA M3 ocnablwmx BHE3anmHO MasbUEB M yMan Ha cTon. A onyctuna pyku K
b6enpam 1 cmsana TKaHb OPIOK.

—Y70... YTO MMEHHO OHM roBOpPAT?

— Y70 Tbl NOBpPeAMna e mo3r. YTo Tbl KaKol-TO BbIPOAOK M3-3a TOFO, YTO Tbl MOAYKPOBKA. U3
LLaxTbl NpoOCOYMANCH CAYXM, YTO, BO3MOXKHO... BO3MOXHO, Tbl He 4Ye/IOBEK HaMOJIOBMHY, KaK Mbl
AyManu paHblue. BoamorkHo, TBOA Mama...

OH 3ax/i0MHyn poT U nyratowme bbicTpo nobnegHen. Ha BepxHel rybe NOKasanca MeskKUm
H6ucepom MoT, M OH YXBAaTUACSA 3a Kpal cTona.

PeiBaH bosnca meHs.

— Kem Tbl gymaeuwsb oHa 6bna? NobanmHom? — cnoBa 6blAM CKa3aHbl /IErKO, HO HanpsXKeHue
MeXAY HaMM BUCENIO HacTosALee.

— 3nemeHTanem [lyxa, — BbIZLOXHY/ OH.

Hy BOT OH M cKa3an 3To BCAyX. A s He OTpML,ANa, NOCKONbKY MOSi MaTb Bblla UMEHHO TeM, KeM
OH eé cuuTan.

— Tbl 06bwaewbcsa ¢ HUMK? C Betuem 1 bpaiiei? — 3actaBuia A ceba cKasaTb U He CKaTbCA Npu
3TOM.

PaitBaH — 0ANH M3 ABOWX POACTBEHHMKOB, C Kem A 6a13Ka. OH 6bla1 0g4HOro Bo3pacTta ¢ bpamau
— bpaTtom, KoToporo ybuna KaccaBa — 6bin 6bl ogHoro Bo3pacTa. PeiBaH Bcerga 6bin Ha moen
CTOPOHE, MbITAaNCA CMAMYUTb *KECTOKOCTb MATePU M OCTa/IbHbIX POACTBEHHUKOB. lNocne nameHeHumn
OTHOLUEHMA KO MHe bennbl, A Mmorna Ha3BaTb HE NPOCTO POACTBEHHUKAMM, HO U APY3bAMMU HE TONbKO
ero. O4HaKo MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OH MeHA BoUTCA NPOXKIAa Ablpy B CEpALLE.

— PeliBaH, NoXanyicra, CKaxu, 4To Tbl HE BOULLILCS MEHS.

OH Meg/ieHHO NoKa4van ronoBoi, BUENUBLUUCH B CTO.

— fl He 3Hato, Yemy BepUTb. BeTy cKasan, 4To nHbopmauma o Knge npuwna ot NpoBepPeHHOro
nnua. OT Toro, KoMy He 6bl10 CMbIcaa AraTtb emy. A TBOA peaKkuma cenmyac aTo noATeep:Kaaet. Ecam Tbl
HaBpeauna en, ogHOM u3 cnabeiwmx, To YTO caenaellb C OCTasibHbIMKU?

lycMHOEe AepbMoO 1 3eNEHble NasIoYKK, A cama CBOM CaMblil CTPaLUHbIN Bpar.

— WTtaK, BeTy 1 Tbl 06CyKaanum, onacHa aun 8 ana sBac?
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— W benna, — TMX0 NpoU3HeEC OH 1 ONYCTUA rNasa.

Ecnn 6bl OH B35/ HOX ANna pe3bbbl U BCagu/ B XKUBOT, He yBepeHa, YTo 601b bbina bbl cubHee,
4yem cenyac oT ero c/oB.

— benna He morna, — BblAOXHYNA A, OTOABMHYBLUUCL OT cToNa. OT HbI10ro anneTMTa He 0CTanoChb
n cnepa.

— He coscem TaK, flapk. OHa... OHa Xe Tenepb NpaBuUTeNb, OHa AOAXHA 3HATb HACTPOeHue
Hapoaa. M xoyewb He xo4yelb, BCE HALIWM POACTBEHHUKM ABNAIOTCA NpeTeHAeHTaMM HA TPoH. benna
YMHa, OHa MO BO3MOXHOCTW AOJ/I)KHA Yy4acTBOBATb B KarKAom obcyaeHun. OcobeHHO, ecnn 3To
KacaeTcs pOACTBEHHUKOB.

MHe He HyXeH e€ ym. MHe Hy»KHO, 4ToObl OHa CKa3ana UM, YTO OHU rafKne, a MHe OHa BepuT,
AaXKe eci MHe NPUXoAUTCA AenaTb TAXKENbIN BbIOOP. OHA KaK HUKTO B MOEW KU3HU 3HAET npasay O
TOM, 4YTO cnyunnoch ¢ Kngowm B LLaxre.

Knaa, cumtas, 4to cTaHeT cnepytolwein Koponesoit B LaxTe, Hanana Ha meHA. CKpblB CBOHO
JIMYHOCTb TaK, YTO A noAaymana, b6yato oHa mos Madvexa KaccaBa. YTobbl OCTaHOBUTHL €€, MHe
NPULLIOCb NCMO/b30BaTb BECb CBOM apCceHan, Aake HeoTPaboTaHHYO U CAULLIKOM HenpeacKkasyemyto
cnny yxa.

MN3-3a 3TOro A BbIXKrNa eé pasym, 3abpana eé NNYHOCTb M BOCMOMMHAHUSA, AaXKe CNOCOBHOCTb
roBOpPUTb — BCE, YTO Aenano eé dnemeHTtanem. fopeyb M yxkac OT coAeAaHHOro ewe 6bln CBEXU U
KPOBOTOUMNAM, KaK MHPEKLMNA, KOTOPYIO A HE MOF1a UCLLEeNNTb.

CnnbHee BCeX amoumi nogHAancsa rHes. bennagoHHa 3Hana, YTO Yy MeHA He Oblno Apyroro
cnocoba octaHoBUTb Knay. YepT 6bl €€ nobpan 3a npeaaTenbCTBO.

B moé o6Ha)KEHHOe nieyo CBOMMWM KPOLIEYHbIMU, HO HEBEPOATHO OCTPbIMU KOFTAMMU
BOH3Mack [eTa.

— He Tynu. OHK onacatoTca He 6e3 NpUYKnHbI.

Bmecte ¢ measieHHbIM BblAOXOM yLwa 3/710cTb. OHa OKasanacb Npasa, Kak U B BONbLIMHCTBE
Cny4yaes.

— MNoxanyiicTa, He bonca meHs. MoxanyicTta. KnaHycb, 1 HUKoraa He NpuumnHio Tebe Bpeaa. Thbl
e Mol ntobumbiii 6par.

Ha ero rybax nossunacb pobkan ynbibKa, U30rHYB OAMH YronoK ryb 6onblue apyroro.

— fl Tebe Bepto. A nonpobyto nepeybeantb Betya n bpalito, HO oHM 60oATcA. Ha camom aene B
y*Kace, eC/i FOBOPUTb YECTHO.

— Crpax 3acTaBnseT fogein coBepluaTb rAynocTy, — CKasana A, NoBTopsAa ero cnosa. — Kak
AyMaelllb, YTO OHM cobupatoTca genatb?

OH norKan naevyamu.

— Moka Huyero. MHoOro cnoB 0 TOM, Kakaa Tbl yKacHasa. Kak cunbHo Bety Teba HeHaBMAUT U
MmeuTaeT, 4Tobbl Tbl yMmepaa BMecTe CO CBOMMMU MamMon 1 BpaTom.

— [1a yK. 30ecb HMYero HoBOro.

— Ara, NpocCTu, CecTpéHKa. Tbl ANA BCEX TaK U OCTasacb NApPLUMBOM OBLLOM AarKe Moc/e cnaceHumn
Iny6uHbl n LWaxTbl. B Kpae Tbl A0 cnx nop npocTo rpsasHbin CesaTens.

OH NoAMWUIHYN MHe, 4TOoObl CMAMYUTbL CNOBa, HO A BMepBble 3amMeTula B HEM BHYTPEHHUM
pasnag.

CnoBHO OH cam Bepua B TO, YTO roBOpPuA. BHyTpM Bce 3a3yAeno OT *KeJlaHMA BOCMNO/1b30BaTbCS
Lyxom, 4Tobbl y3HATb, HACKO/IbKO OH UCKpeHeH. Al nogasuna ceoe *KenaHue. Kaxablid pas ncnonb3ys
Lyx, A Tepana yactb cebs.

Mpogonykaa ero MCNoab30BaTb, I B KOHLLE KOHLOB 3aKOHYYy, Kak KaccaBa. CTaHy *KecTOKO,
YOKHYTOM Bepcuneit camomn cebs. Kpome Toro, ectb PeiBaH. fl 3Hana, 4To, Kak U benna, oH NpuKpbIBaeT
MeHsA. Pa3Be OH He AOKa3an 3To, Npeaynpeamns o poacTBEHHUKax? [a v ewé pa3s aa.
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— PeliBaH, nocTapaiica nsbexatb HENPUATHOCTEN, MOKA MeHA He byaeT, Xopowo?

Al warHyna B CTOPOHY OT cTo/Ma. YacTb MeHA XoTesla 06HATb ero Ha npouwaHbe, HO A He bbina
yBepeHa, YTO OH NMO3BO/IMT MHE NPUKOCHYTbCA K cebe nocne Hawewn 6eceapbl. Jlyywe He NbITaTbCA U He
CTaTb OTBEPrHYTON.

OH BcTan.

—YT0, HUKaKUX 0O6BATNIN?

N A ob6BMNa BOKPYr HEro pyku, No LeKam NoTeknu cnesbl 6naarogapHocTU. 1 cmaxHyna mx
PYKOW.

— Cnacwubo.

OH nornagmn MeHs nNo CNMHe O4HOM PYKOW, Kpenko obHUMasa apyrom.

— He 3a 4T0. MpoCTO A nogyman, 4To ecan Tbl cobupanacbe MeHs ybutb, To caenana 6bl 3TO,
KOrga A CTaLLMA Cbip C TBOEWN TapenKu.

Youtb ero... Tak 060 MHe aymatoT 6am3KmMe? Kak o 6e3KanocTHoi ybuiue, cnocobHomn
Bblpe3aTb COOCTBEHHYIO cembtlo? fl He MOMHWAQ, KaK BblWNa U3 KyXHU, HO yXe nogHuMmanacb no
NecTHUUe, Beayluel n3 Cnupanu, a cobCTBeHHbIE IMOLMN U cNoBa PeliBaHa npecnenoBasin MeHs Kak
roH4Yme ncol.

MeTa NOKa4yHynacb y MeHA Ha naeve.

— Kyaa cobupaewnbca? NMosmaatbes ¢ bennoir?

Al xoTena noBMAATbCA C CecTpoi, M 4Tobbl OHa MeHA nepeybeamna, HO ewWweé cunbHee A
HY»4a/n1acb B COBCTBEHHO cune.

— B kKa3apmbl dHAepoB. Tbl NpaBa HacyéT bennbl. OHa genaet cBoto paboTy, a A AONXKHA AenaTb
CBOIO, HE HYXXHO 6eCcnoKoUTb eé 13-3a COBCTBEHHOW HEYBEPEHHOCTH.

A Bbiwna 13 Cnupanu n B3rnaHyNa Ha NOKa4YNBALOLWMECA BETKM CEKBON BOKPYT. YTPEHHMIA TyMaH
npobpanca mexay OepeBbAMW M OKYTbIBA/N MUX, KAK KMBOE CyW,ecTBO. ITO MOM AOM, He BAXKHO,
HaCKOJIbKO A JlaNIeK0, He BaXKHO, KaK JANIeKO MHEe NPULLIOCh 3abpaTtbca — cepaLe MOE NpuHaaiexano
sToMy mecTy. Hagerocb, NOMCKM OTLA CTaHYT NOC/eAHUM NyTelecTBMeM Ha AOATUE FoAbl BNepés,

— Tbl roBOpUAa BCEPbE3, KOrAa paccKasbiBasia PeliBaHy O MOMCKax OTLA? — CNPOCUaa OHa.

— Al obewana benne, yto nonay 3a HUM, — ckasana A, cberan No cTyneHbKam, — U UMEHHO TaK sl U
caenato.
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I'1aBa 2

MMMO MeHA CO CMeXOM M BM3rom npobexkana ctanka aetuwek. OHM rOHANUCL APYT 33 4PYTOM.
MeTa NnpoBoAMAa UX B3rNAL0M.

— A1 6bl BCe OTAANA TO/IbKO 3a TO, YTOObI 3a6bITb 060 BCeX 06A3aHHOCTAX B 3TOM MUPE U BHOBb
NPeBpPaTUTLCA B KOTEHKA.

Ee cnoBa HanOMHWAW TO, YTO YXEe HEKOTOpPOe BpemMAa pas3besano Mmo3sr. Y meHAa 6biau
0653aHHOCTU, K KOTOPbIM HEOBXOAMMO BEPHYTLCA.

Y MeHsA 6b1710 He 04HO, A ABA KO/bLLA C APAroLeHHbIMW KaMHAMM. 33,010 4,0 MOEF0 POXAEHUA
dnemeHTanen Henb3s OblIO HasBaTb MOCAYWHbIMKU. YTOObI yKasaTb MM KX mecto, borumHa-Martb
OTNPaBUNACh K NATM HapoZam. [ANA KaXKA0ro U3 HUX OHa CO34ana KaMeHb CWUJlbl, KOTOPbIM B TPyAHble
BpemeHa byaeT nomoraTb B ynpasieHMM NPOCTbiM MUPOM 1 obeperaTb Ntoaen oT onacHoCcTU. Jlroam ¢
KaMHAMW nomoranu cobaoaaTe B MMpe paBHOMpaBue.

CunTanocob, YTO 3T KAMHW — IereHaa, HoO MHe yAanocb HalTK YeTbipe M3 NATU. HeT, He Bce OHM
Ko/ibLa, HO Bce obnapatoT cunoi. Te aBa, YTo ObiIM y MmeHA, oTBedanu 3a Ayx n Bosayx. OHu
CNpATaHbl JANeKo, YToObl He MONacTb B PYKM Kefalowmx 310ynoTpedbuTtb Ux cunoi. N mHe Hy»KHO
ybeanTbes, 4TO OHM BCE eLle Lebl.

Henb3a gonyctuTb, 4TOObl TaK MHOMO BAACTU NOMAN0 He B TE PYKM.

Hdanbwe mon nyTb fiexkan Ha nonda Ceateneit. Kak obbiuHo, CeAaTenu 6binn yKe BCce B paboTe —
yXaXMBanuM 3a paccagon, HOCUIM BOAY M3 OBpara U roToBMIM NOYBY ANA NO34HUX OCEHHUX MOCAA0K.

3pecb npowna 60/blaa YacTb MOW XM3HU, B 6opbbe 3a KaxKAbl POCTOK. Y MEHS TaK A0AT0 He
6b110 CBA3K C 3TOM 3emnel, Ho CeaTenun no Honblen YacTU, NPUHANM MeHs. XOTA, Korga A npoxoguaa
MMMO, HUKTO He MOAHAN Ha MeHs rna3. B nouckax crtapor nogpyrm Cummu A ysupena ee
€MHCTBEHHYIO 104b U MOMAxana pyKon, 4yTobbl NpuBAEYb BHUMAHME.

—MeTan, rae 180A MaTb?

— OHa ymepna, Koraa Hananuv IeroyHble YepBu.

Ee ronoc npo3syyan xonogHo.

Al 3aKpblna rnasa u ctana YnMtaTb monmTey bormHe-MaTtepu 3a ynokoeHune aywm Cummum.

— MHe anb

— Tebe n oMKHO ObITb Kanb.

3T0 MeHA 6onble Yem nopasunno.

- He noHana.

— Jlydwe 6bl 3TO cAy4nnocb c ToOOWM, Yero He MOHATHO? — W OHA TKHy/Ja MHe B rpyab
WepLwaBblM, NOYEPHEBLUMM OT 3eM/IM NanbLem. — KaccaBa HMKoraa 6ol Tak He NOCTynuAa, ecau 6ol
HUKTO He BMewwasnca. OHa 6blna 6bl cUNbHOM KOpoaeBon. A 4To Tenepb? YTo y Hac ecTb? CbexkaBLIMM
KOpPO/ib, KOTOPbIN OCTaBWUA YNPaBAEHNE CBOEM HUKYEMHOM KEHE, MU HEOMbITHON J0YEPU HA CHOCAX,
4To ele xyxKe. aeT pebeHka oT YHAMHbI. ELle oaHa NOAYKPOBKA, YTOObI OCKBEPHUTL HAL MUP.

Al oTcTynuna Ha war. HeT, He oT cTpaxa 3a ceba. A ucnyranacb, 4To 06xBayy ee Wek pyKamu u
byay CKMMmaATb A0 Tex Nop, MOKa OHa He OTKAaXKeTCA OT CBOMX ALO0BUTbIX CA0B MauM Boobwe He
nepectaHeT roBOpUTb.

— OHa TBOA b6yayLwaa Koposesa. Ha TBoem mecTte A 6bl cnegmna 3a A3bIKOM.

— ComHeBaloCb, MONYKPOBKa.

OHa NAoHYNa MHE NoA, HOTW.

XBocT MeTbl 06BUACA BOKPYr MOEW LEN, a ee XONOAHbIN, BNAXKHbIA HOC YTKHY/ICA MHE B HOC,
3arnylas ee ronoc.

— Tbl HMYEro He CMOXelWb CAenaTb, a ApaKa TONbKO [AOKaxeT ux npaBoTy. He obpauain
BHMMaHUA U AW Aanblue, 3aMmapallka.

~8~
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3acTaBuB ceba cABUHYTLCA C MeCTa, A Nowna Ha MeTan, BbIHYKAAA €e UAN OTCTYNUTb C MOEro
NyTW, UAK BbITb PACTONTAaHHOMN.

B nocneaHnn MOMEHT OHa LWeBebHYAACb, U Mbl CTO/IKHY/IMCb NJEYOM K MJievy.

— YpoAa-nonykposKa, — npounsHecna lMeTtan v ewe pa3 NaOHya MHe NoA Horu. [lge 4acTu Konbs,
BMCEBLUME Y MeHA € BOKY, TaK U1 MaHUAN MEHA CMEPTOHOCHbIM LWenoTom. OauH 6bICTPbIM NOBOPOT — U
OpY’KMe rotoBo K 60t0. MOXKHO 6blN0 NPUCTABUTbL NE3BME K €€ TOpJ/ly M 3aCTaBUTb NPOCUTL NOLLAAbI.

MeTa 1 ckasaTb HMYEro He ycnena, Kak s NoAaBuaAa CBOM rHes. Tenepb Mbl OblN y¥Ke JaNeKo oT
NOCEBHbIX MNONEMN.

— MeTa, HY Kak OoHW MOryT 6bITb TaK cnaenbl? KaccaBa 6blna Kak pas TOW, KTO MpUHeEC cloaa
3apas3sy, a NOTOM AepXKaia BCKO HAly CEMbIO B 3a/10XKHMKAxX BMECTE C 1IeKAPCTBOM.

MNeTa Ha MrHOBeHMe 3aTuxna.

— OpHaxabl A ycablwana ot Atogen 3abaBHy0 NOrOBOPKY M HE NOHANA ee B TO BPeMsA, TaK KaK
6bina oyeHb monoga. Ho Bce 6onble u 6onblie ybexpatoch, YTO 3TO Npasaa. «bABOA, KOTOPOro Tbl
3Haelb, Nyylle TOro, KOTOpPOro He 3Haelwb». OHW 3Hanu Kaccasy, 3HaNN, HACKO/IbKO OHA Y*KacHa M He
B cebe.

Al MegNeHHOo KMBHYANA, NOHAB, K YeMY OHa KNOHUT.

— W noatomy nm nyywe umetb geno ¢ KaccaBom, 4em € Kem-TO HeEU3BECTHbIM. [laxe ecan 3ToT
HeunsBecTHbI — benna.

— Wnn TBOM OTeu, — NOKavana oHa ronoBoi. — M3 Toro, 4To A ycnena BbiBe4aTb B NnocnegHue
ZAHW, OH M He NpaBun B 06Lwem-To. Yepes Hero npasBuaa KaccaBa. Cam no cebe oH gns noaein TEMHas
nowagaka.

— MNpoKnATbe, — BbIJOXHYA A, OHa NPaBa.

— Moatomy npueeaa ero fOMOM, Tbl HE NOJAPULWBL UM FAPAHTUIO MMPA, MOTOMY YTO MO WX
MHEHMUIO, Tbl BEPHELLb MAaPUOHETKY.

E€ cnoBa 3agepkanncb B CO3HAHUN HEHAZA0ITO, TaK KakK BO3HMK/IA HOBasA npobaema u3 paspaga
XYALMX OMACeHU.

MpoknAatble nona B Kpae HauMHanucb Tam, rae 3emna normbaa. 3a40Nro 40 MOEro POXKAEHMS
Yyyma Bblesa BCe B 3TOM MeCTe, U A0 CUMX MOp 34eCb HMYyero He 6blno. HM cunbl ans pocTta, HM
NUTATENbHbIX BELLECTB AN1A PACTEHMM U XKMBOTHbIX. | UMEHHO 34ech A cnpATana ABa KaMHs.

Cepan 3emnsa 6bl1a CNOLWb UCXOXKEHA BAO/Ib M MOMEPEK.

— A BOT 370 y»Ke nnoxo, MNeta, — npowenTtana A. — Kak, yepT nobepwn, KTo-To goraganca, rae a ux
cnpstana?

— CnpaTana uto?

OHa cnpbIrHyNa ¢ naeva Ha 3eM/to 1 06HI0Xana 3eMio.

— Al He yyBCTBYIO 3anaxa. BMxKy cnegbl, HO He YyBCTBYO 3anaxa. ECTb MWb ogMH dnemeHTanb,
HACKOJIbKO 5l 3HAtD, KTO MOKET 3TO caenaTb.

— YépHbin [po3a.

KaKol cmbicn emy B 3TUX ABYX KamHAX? YépHbin [po3n — eANHCTBEHHbIN U3 DaeMeHTanew,
Hecywmin B cebe Bce NATb anemeHTOB. OH Bbln Tem cambiM pebEHKOM, KOTOPOro MbITA/ICA BbIBECTU
Peksuem B MybuHe. YynosuHOE coveTaHMe CUAbI U Pa3PYLUMTENbHOCTY.

— O6BbACHM MHE, YTO TYT CNpATAHO M 3a4em 310 YepHomy [po3ay.

MeTa noTpycuaa Bnepeam MeHsA, cepas LWepCcTKa CAMBaiach C UcneneseHHom 3emnén, cosaaBasn
CTPaHHbIM 3dPEKT MACKMPOBKM TaK, YTO MECTaMM OHa NPOCTO McYesana.

— Y MeHs ecTb ABa KaMHS U3 NereHgapHon NATEPKN.

OHa oCTaHOBMANACh, M €€ nana 3amepsia B BO3A4yXe, a r0/I0Ba Pa3BEepPHY/IACb KO MHe.

— Eweé pas.

— Y MeHsA po30BbIN U AbIMYaTbIK BpunnmaHTel. Ayx n Bosgyx.

~9~
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OHa aKKypaTHO NocTaBuAa nany u cena.

— A elLé KTO-TO Kpome TebsA 3HaeT, rae OHU CnpATaHbI?

— fl }Xe roBopuna — HUKTO.

Al HanpaBunacb K BYNbIXKHUKY, NOA KOTOPbIM 3aKoMasna MX HAMHOFO rnybxe, Yyem, BEPOATHO,
TpeboBanocb. o KpatHel mepe, Tak A Aymana, Koraa 3akanbiBasna. Ceiyac A yxe He Oblia Tak
yBepeHa.

A1 onycTunacb Ha KOJIeHW, 3apblBLUNCL PYKaMU B PbIXaylo MEPTBYHO noysy. CBOMM gapom A
npobpanacb CKBO3b C/IOM NPOKNATOM 3eman. [leTa cToana pafom, onepes nepeaHne nanbl HA Moé
6egpo.

— Tbl B KypCe, 4TO He f0/1KHA ymeTb nogobHoe?

— B cmbicne?

— MNoysa mepTBa, J1apK. 34ecb HMYero He pacTéT. Heuem MaHMNyIMPOBaTb. 34eCb HET CUbI.

Lenyto MMHYTY CNyCcTA HA NOBEPXHOCTM NOABM/IACL 3aKOMAHHAA MHOK CYMKa.

— [loNXKHO bbITb, eLwé oaHa MOA CTPAHHOCTb.

Al WMpPOKO el ynblbHyNacb, U OHA NOKa4vana ros10BOW.

— CTpaHHOCTL? Tbl — 0AHa 60NbLWAA CTPAHHOCTb, 3amapallKa. Tbl BblAe/biBaellb HEBO3MOXKHbIe
TPOKKM BoobLWe 6e3 npobnem.

Al noxkana nnevamm.

— Ayx ycunueaeT moto cmny 3eman. Mebl yxKe B Kypce.

— Ho 4T06bl HacToNbKO?

Ha 3To y MmeHA He bbia10 oTBeTA. A He 3HaNa, NOYeMy MOry Aenatb To, 4To Mory. MoxeT bbiTb,
noTomy 4Tto A n3bpaHHuua bornHmn-Martepm.

Nnun a n ectb ypoa, Kak rosopuT MeTan.

MaArkas KoaHaa CyMKa, KyAa A NONOXKMAA KAMHM, YyTb NPOCKO/Ib3UAA NO4 MOMMU NanbLaMMm.
BbICTpO OrnAaaeBWmCh, A BbiTaWwMAa €€ 1 3aCyHyNa BHYTPb PYKY.

— BbITawm uUx Ha nagoHb. Ux mornu nogmeHuTb, — cKasana leTa.

boruHa, Hagetocb, oHa owmnbaeTca.

Al BbIBaNIM/IA MX Ha PyKy. KaMHKM 3acBepKanu. Bcrnonoxum marum cusanm u 6nectenn rge-to B UX
rnybuHe, Nocbinan pasayKHble NATHBIWKA Ha PYKU. Y MeHA He 0CTaNoCb COMHEHWUI — 3TO OPUTMHAbI.

Al B3g0XHyNa, ncnbiTaB obneryeHmne. Cnoxunna nx o6paTHO B KOXKaHYI CYMKY U cebe 3a nasyxy.

— MHe Hy»XHO Ux nepenpsaTaTb, HO rae?

— MOKHO cKasaTb rnynocTb? — cnpocuaa lMeta.

Al He cmorna caeprKaTbCA M 3aKaTUAa rN1asa.

— [laBaii. C Kaknx Nop Tbl CNpaLIMBaellb, Nepes TeM KaK CKa3aTb rynocTb?

— B nouckax oTtua Teba *KAyT onacHOCTU. KakoBa BEpOATHOCTb HAaTKHYTbCA Ha YepHoro [po3aa?
Mnn Ha Kaccasy? Minu HoByto yrposy?

OHa 3amonyana, Ho He ycnena A nofobpaTb CNOBA, KaK TYT XKe NPOS0/IKUAA:

— Moxewb He oTBeYaTb. ITO CKOpee BCEro v npomsonaeT. dnemeHTanun [lyxa npuTArnMBaloT K
cebe HeNpUATHOCTK, a eLle Haao yyecTb Mweiky, n Torga 6ea nobasuTca BaBOMHE.

Al cKpecTnna pyKku Ha rpyam.

— Cnosa, cn10Ba, U eLwweé HKM O4HOro NpeasoXKeHuA.

E€ rybbl TpoHyNa yCMeLlKa.

— OcTaBb cebe AbIMYaTbI BPUNAMAHT HA BCAKUIM CAy4vald, a PO30BbIM CNpAYb, pPa3 YK Tbl cama
Hecéwb cnny Ayxa.

Naes Kasanacb CToALWENM, HO YTO-TO He AaBaso NOKos. dnemMeHTanb Bo3ayxa OoTBETCTBEHEH 33
CMepTb MOMX MaTepu 1 BpaTuKa. C KOHKPETHO 3TUM 31eMEHTOM A BOOOLEe He XOTeNla UMEeTb HUYEro
obuero.
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— Bo3amoxHo. A nogymato.

MeHsA 3acTaBUN 06epHYTbCA XPYCT BETKU. BCE, 4TO A Mmorna pasrnageTb, 3To bbicTpo yberatow,an
durypa Baaneke.

—NeTa, 6eru!

He ycneno cepaue cpenatb M napbl yAApoOB, KaK M3 KPOLWEYHbIN CEepoOM KOLWKM OHa
npespaTunack B cepo-6enoro cHexHoro H6apca, pByLLeroca 3a WNUMOHOM 4Yepe3 nec. Cervac mnum
HUKOrga. Al npunyctMna B APYrywd CTOPOHY, HaNpasBAAsaCb K CeBepHbIM rpaHuuam Kpas.
CyuiectBoBano AnWb oAHO mecTo bonee be3onacHoe, Yem MPOKAATbIE NoaA. XOTA Tam Haxoauscs
KOe-KTO, KOTOpbIl He 0bpaayeTca Moemy peLleHuto.

MWMO NPOHOCUAUCHL Pa3MbITbIMKU MATHAMWU AEPEBbA M KYCTbl, XMBOTHblEe M NTULbI, NOKa A
6exkana. A NpPUMKOCHynacb K cuae 3eMan M BOCMO/Ib30BasaChb €K ANA YBEJUYEHUA CKOPOCTU M
MaHeBpeHHOCTU. Cnaa No3BOAMAA MHE MOYTU MIHOBEHHO MPeoAo/IeTb PACCTOAHWE OT NPOKAATbIX
none go goma NpuodduHa.

EMy Henb3a 6b110 KKUTb cpegmn Hac B Kpae Kak 060pOTHIO. HO MOXKHO Ha rpaHuue, rae oH U
o60cHoBasCcA. He yBepeHa, 4TO MOry Ha3biBaTb €70 APYroM, HO OH YXKe He pa3 NoMOoraa MHe.

YyTb He Bpe3aBLIMCb B €ro ABepb, A pe3Ko 3aTopmo3una. bes pasgymuii 1 Bowna B OKPYrayto
XVMKUHY, CNYXKUBLLYIO €My OMOM.

— FpnododuH, npoctn, 4To BpbIBatOCL K Tebe, — npoTapatopuaa A, OTYETANMBO BCMOMHMB €ro
cnocobbl 0byyeHUs.

[Nasa NpUBbLIKAN K NONYMpPaKy — A 34eCb 0AHa. BO3MOXHO, 3TO K Ayywemy. A npowarana K
LEHTPY KOMHaTbl M ONYyCTUNACb HA KoneHW. MOBUHYACb MHe, B 3eMIAHOM MOJy NOABMIACL AbIPa,
AOCTaTO4HO 6onblwasn ANs CYMKU Lenntenei, B KOTOpPOM nexanu asa bpunnamaHta. A 3amepna Ha
MrHOBEHWE, BCMOMHMB, YTO cKasana leTta. Ecam oHa npaBa, U MHe NOHAZo6MTCA AONOAHUTENbHAA
MOMOLLb, @ A OCTaBAIO AbIMYATbIM KaMeHb 34eCb, TO TOYHO Byay B APOCTM Ha camy cebAa. A ecau oH
MHe He NoHaZobunTCcA, TO CO MHOM OH ByAeT B TakoM e 6€30MacHOCTU, KaK M B 1I0OOM ApYyrom mecTe.

Al 3ane3na B CyMKy WM pocTana ApiMyatblil 6punnmnaHT. BbiCTpO 3aBA3ana CyMKy CHOBA U
3aKuHyna B Amy. MNaTHaguatb ¢yToB Noa 3emnén nocepeaunHe xunmwa MpudduHa... JonkHO 6biTb
AocTaToyHo 6e3onacHo.

— boruHa-Martb, ybeperu ero.

Pa3poBHAB CBepxy 3em/t0, A Ha CeKyHAy M03BOJIMNA CBOeMy /t0HOoNbITCTBY B3ATb BeEpX, U
OCMOTpenachb.

Y10 Kacanocb NnyHbIX Bewwen MpudodumH Hoin ackeTtom. Ha cTone cToanm HECKONbKO TANMHAHBIX
TApenoK C ocTaTkamu eapl. Ha eanHCTBEHHOM CTyne Bucena pybawka. OgHAKO Ha KpoBaTM MoOE
BHMMaHME NPMBAEKNA eANHCTBEHHAA KHUra. OHa NpaKTUYeCKM 3aTepanacb B CMATbIX NPOCTbIHAX, U A
efBa He ynyctuna eé un3 snaa. Ha yépHon obnoKKe He HbIN0 HM Ha3BaHUA, HX aBTopa. fl OTKpbINIA eé
OZHWUM MasbLEeM.

MeHs nopasnamn KapTUHKKU BHYTPW. fl pe3Ko OTNpAHY/Ia, @ NOTOM NogoLwna obpaTHo.

3TO TO, YTO NOAMN HA3bIBAKOT... doTorpaduamMU... A 0 HUX CAblWaNa, HO HUKOrAa He BuAena.
Moxoxe Ha KapTUHbI, TONbKO fApye M 4YéTye. [lpuceB Ha KOPTOUKWU, A NPOAUCTANA BCIO KHUTY.
Hekotopbie d¢oTorpadum 6bian  4yepHo-benbimn, Apyrme — LUBeTHbIMM. fl OCTaHOBM/IAcb Ha
doTtorpadusax, rae NpnuddnH obHUMaN xpynkyo BAOHAMHKY, a Nepend, HAMWU CUAEN MasbYyuK. Emy
6blN10 OKONO AecATn NeT, U OH 6e3 comHeHuA cbiH FpudpduHa. OHM moran OGbl ObITb KIOHAMMW.
MoHATHO, Pe6EHOK... BO3MOXKHO, OH NOTEPAN CEMbIO... BO3MOMKHO, NO3TOMY OH NOCENINACSA B JIECY.

C owyuieHnem, 4TO MOCMOTPENia YTO-TO OYeHb JIMYHOE, A MOMNATUAACH WM BbICKO/b3HY/A 3a
Asepb. CHoBa BOCNO/1b30BaBLUINCL CUAOM 3eMAN, A pBaHyAa B LeHTp Kpada. A cneunanbHo nonetnana,
HamepeHHO BO3BPALLAACh U MEHAA HAaNpaB/iieHWe HECKONbKO pas.

lMpocTo Ha cayyai, ecan 3a MHOW CieAUT He OAMH YeNoBeK.
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A pobpanacb A0 Kasapm DHAEPOB, KOr4a COMHUE CUANO YyXKe BbICOKO B Hebe, olyTMMmO
npunekas ronoBy nocne Toro, Kak nobeanno nocnegHue obnavka yTpeHHero TymaHa.

3aiian B 34aHuMe, Tak ObICTPO CTaBwee MouM ybexuwiem, s rnyboko BAoXHyNa. B Bo3ayxe Bucen
3anax KoXku, macsa u nota. Moa KomHaTa HaxoAwunacb 3a rnaBHOW TPEHMPOBOYHOM MIOLLAAKON B
KOHLUEe »wunoro 6noKka. A nocnewwna TyAa, *Kenaa NpPOCTO OCTAaTbCA B TUWMHE COBCTBEHHOrO
npocTpaHcTea. OKas3aBWKUCb BHYTPW, A nNpunana CAMHOM K ABEepU UM NO3BOJINAA HaKOHel,
npeacToAlemy 3aaHno 0bpyLINTLCA Ha MeHA.

Hantn oTtua 6yaet cnoxHo. CHayana HyXHO OOHapy»KuTb Muelky, a OHM, HACKO/IbKO £
NoOHMMana, Yalle BCero A0BOIbHO XMTPble U KanpusHble. 3aTemM HyXHO ybeanTb eé momoyb MHe. A
notom ybeguTb OTLA BEPHYTLCA AOMOW.

Ho xy»Ke Bcero... Xy»e Bcero byaet, Koraa oH BepHETca gomoi. MHe Hy»KHO 6yaeT 3acTaBuTb
€ro MoHATb, YTO OH A0/IXKEH He TONbKO Ha3BaTb NPEEeMHMKA, HO U PaAn BCEW Hallel CEMbM CNOXKUTb C
cebs nonHoMoums Kopons.

N BUWEHKa Ha TopTe: A NpocTo 6oanacb CHOBA BCTPETUTbLCA C HMM. Bosnacb, YTO OH CHOBa
CKaXKeT, KaKas A HMKYeMHas. YTo A owmnbKa, 0 KOTOpPOM OH corKaneeT bonblwe Bcero. A npukpblaa
rnasa pyKoi.

370 3aZaHMe A AONXKHA BbINONHUTb HE U3-3a AOATa.

3TOro 3afaH1A A CTPALWMNACh A0 TPACYUKN.

fl OTKMHyNa rosoBy Ha ABEpb.

— bornHa-MaTb, nomorn mHe He obna*kaTbCs.
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I'raBa 3

CTyK B ABepb NpepBan MOK BANYHD MOANTBY. A NOBEpPHYAacb U OTKpblIA ABepb. 30/10TUCTbIE
rnasa noMmann Mom B3rnag, 1, NOXOXKe, A3bIKY C/I0XKHO Obl/10 AaKe NPOU3HECTU ero UMA:

—Juw.

— J1apK, Ham HYXXHO NOroBOPMUTbL O MOMCKAX TBOEro OTLa.

MaArkuin B3rnaz Bblpaxan 6ecnokoiicteo. 3a meHA. Ha cepaue notenneno oTHOAb He Ha napy
rpagycos.

— EcTb naen, kyaa oH mor yntmn?

Al warHyna Haszag, Ytobbl OH MOT 3alTX B MOK KPOLUEYHYIO KOMHATy. B ANMHY M WWMPUHY OHa
BMeLLasa No ABa MOMX POCTA, YTO A3a/I0 MHE BO3MOKHOCTb PAa3MeCTUTb 34eCb He6ObLIYI0 KPOBaTb,
CTOAN WU CTY/1 — HY M Bce. fl npucena Ha KpoBaThb.

3w He ctan cagutbca. OH 3acyHyn 60nbWOM Nanewy, O4HON PYKU 33 peMeHb, @ BTOPOW PyKoW
npobekancsa No KOPOTKMM CBET/IbIM BOJIOCAM.

— He aymato, uto Tebe cnepyet UcKaTb ero.

—Y10?

39TO He TO, Yero A 0XKuMaana, No KpamHen mepe He oT Hero. OT KakTyca — MmoxKeT bbiTb, Un gaxe
oT Hainun. Ho He oT dwa. OH ToXe gaBan KAATBY 3alMLLATb U CAYKUTb KOPOJIKO II060MN LLeHOMN.

Kakmm-To obpa3om meHAa noaobHaa KnAaTea obolwna Bo Bpems GUHaIbHON NPOBEPKU DHAEPOB,
HO A He 0co60 BO/IHOBANACD.

— Tsolt oTeu, ywén gobpoBosnbHO, JlapK. OxpaHa Kpasa coobuimMia MHe, YTO OH rOBOPU/ C
HECKONbKMMU 13 DHAepPOoB. OH CKasa/, YTO XOYeT OYUCTUTb CBOM Pasym M NoAymaTb O Cleaytolem
ware, KOTOPbIN HYXKHO NPeANPUHATb MO OTHOLLEHUIO K ¥KeNatoWwmm YKPacTb ero TPoH.

Al cxBaTMANach 3a Kpali KpoBaTK, M MaTpac 3aTpeLan.

— A OH He Ha3Ba/a MMeHa Npeanoaaraemblx y3ypnaTopos?

— TBOE Mms Bcnablio TOXKe. Kak U umeHa PeiBaHa n bennaaoHHbI.

— A Tenepb, ecTecTBEHHO, 3Ta MHPoOpmaums xoauT no Bcemy Kpak, noTomy 4TO YEPTOBbI
OXPAHHMKN CNNETHMYALOT KaK CTapble KAyLWK, — PABKHYAA f.

OH norkan nnevyamm.

— Kak 1 Bcerga. Koe-4to He MeHAeTcA, — ero B3rasg cMmardmaca. — J1apk, oH cam xoten yiuTtu. Ero
HMKTO He 3acTaBAnAN.

— Tbl He MOXKelb 3HaTb HAaBEpPHAKA, — CKasana Aa. — Cnna [lyxa obmaHumBa. Kaccasa...

— bonble He HOCUT KonbLo. N oHO Bce elé cnpsTaHo, NPaBuabHO?

A KuBHyna. OH npas., KaccaBa 60/blUe He Blagena 3Toi cunoi. Ho 3To He 3Ha4YMIo, YTO Mbl B
6e30MacHOCTM OT Heé.

— 370 mor caenatb YépHbin Opo3a,.

— Ho 3auem? 370 npocTo gombicabl, JTapK. 3Hato, Tbl HE X04Yellb BepUTb B 60/1e3Hb CBOEro OTLa.
OH MOW KOpOo/ib, 1 A He XO4y AyMaTb, YTO OH 6pocKn Hac. Ho o4yeBMAHO, YTO 3TO TaK.

— Torpa HamM HY»KHO BepHYTb ero. Hy»KHo 4To6bl OH BEPHYACA M HA3Ba/l NPEEeMHMUKaA.

W CKaWAAHYA W ONYCTMA rnasa. A owyTMNa, KaK rae-1o BHyTpu obpa3oBanacb BOPOHKA, U MeHsA
NPOrA0TUA CTPaXx.

— bornHa-Martb, CKa*ku, YTO OH He HaNKMCaN Ybero-To UMEHU nepes yxoaom. A ecnm Hanucan, To
3TO uma bennbl.

— CerogHa yTpom mMHe NPUHECNn AOKYMEHTbI... [TOX0OXKe Ha NoYepK TBOEro oTua.

— Koro oH Ha3Ban?

Benna, PeliBaH nnu gaxe bpaiia mornm Tam 6biTb NO AOCTAaTOYHO PAa3yMHOMY OCHOBAHMUIO.

O noKayvas rofioBoOM M Npoun3sHec:

— OH Ha3Ban TBOEro cTapLero b6paTa, Betya.
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Bca Hagerkaa Ha pa3ym oTua pactasna. Bety 6bin MCTUHHBIM CblIHOM CBOoel maTtepu. A He
COMHeBanacb, 33 3TUM cToAsna KaccaBa. Y meHA He OCTanocb Bbibopa, KpOmMe Kak NMpuBecTn oTua
06paTHO M KaK MOXKHO f0Nblle yaep»KnBaTb BeTya oT TpoHa.

— Tem 60nee MHe HY)KHO NATU. ITO HENPABUBLHO.

fl 0TKa3bIBaNacCb BEPUTb, YTO OTEL, AEMCTBOBA CAMOCTOATE/IbHO, €CM OH Ha3Ban BeTua.

3w npucen nepeao MHOW 1 NONOXKMA PYKN MHe Ha begpa.

— Mol Bblgepum 3Ty bypto, JTapK. Y Hac M paHblle XOpOoWo MO/y4anocb. ITO eweé oaHOo
LyHaMM, KOTOPOE HYXKHO MepexKaaThb.

Ero pyku rpenm mou Horn Yyepes TKaHb OPIOK, MOKa OH JIEFOHBbKO CUMan UX.

— He xo4y notepATtb 1e64, JlTapK. MHe Ka)KeTca, YTO Mbl HE CMPaBUMCA, eCan Tbl Ynaéwb. Ecan
yNAaéLwb 33 CBOMM OTLLOM...

— He roBopu Tak, — npowenTtana A, CKAOHMBWKUCL K Hemy. OH npuasuHynca 6amxke wm
nepemectun obe pyku Ha Tanunto, 06HMMaA MeHs.

— TBOWM OTeu, HUKOraa He 3abotunca o Tebe, JlapK, U MHE HEBbIHOCMMO AYyMaTb, YTO OH CHOBA
MOXeT pa3buTtb TBOE cepaue.

OH npoBen pykamu no CnNuHe BBEPX 40 nieyei n obpaTtHo.

Al HaKNOHMNACb M Noganacb rybamu K ero rybam, egsa CAbILLHO NPOCTOHAB, KOrAa NPoOM3Hecaa
ero nma. OH BCIO KM3Hb NPUCMATPMUBAN 32 MHOM, NbITANCA 3aWMTUTL U ybepeub OT 3/1a, Aa*Ke Koraa
KaccaBa KOHTpoO/MpoOBana ero ¢ NOMoLLblo KonbLa. OH TpeHMPOoBan MeHA Kak dHaepa, MoMoraa mHe
cTaTb 6opuoOM, N BpemeHaMn A0BOAUN MEHA 4,0 KPANHOCTW.

3a BCeEM 3TUM Kpblacbk NpocTana npasga: A ntobuna ero, NOTOMy YTO OH 3aCTaBAAN MEHA CTaTb
nydwe. OH HUKOT4A He NO3BONA MHE NOrPA3HYTb B COBCTBEHHON HEYBEPEHHOCTY.

3apbIBLWMCL PyKaMK B €ro BOJIOCbI, A NPUTAHYA ero K cebe, U Halwm pyKku 1 rybbl cTanm KagHo
n3yyaTb Tena apyr apyra. OH NOTAHYN MO XUAET, CHAN Yepes rosoBy pybaLlKy, a 3aTem oT6pocKn u
CBOIO.

Al nerna Ha KpPoBaTb, NOYYBCTBOBAB MATKNE MNPOCTbIHN OOHAXKEHHOW KOXKEN.

— [lBepsb.

OH pasBepHy/CA, 3aKpbla ABEpPb M OKa3aaca CBepxy 3a A0AU CeKyHAbl. Y MeHA BblpBanca
CMELLOK.

— He canwKkom pbaHo?

— MNoHATMA He MMmeto, — NpoLenTan OH MHe Ha yxo. OH npuKycun 3ybamm MouKy, nccneays
pyKamu Teno, u A BepHyna emy AoAr. 1 nomorna u3baBuTbCA OT ero HPIOK, MOTOM OT cBOMX. Ham
Tena 6blAM MYCKY/IUCTbIMWU, MOKPbLITBIMM M LWIPAaMaMM U CUHAKAMMK, OOHAKO, A HWYEro 3TOro He
NnoYyBCTBOBA/IA, KOrAa OH NPOHUK B MOE Tenno.

Jdom. 3aecb Haw gom.

Cepaua 6MnMcb B YHUCOH, PTbl AblWAAN KaK OAMH, @ Tefa CNyTaancb Tak, YTO HEBO3MOMKHO
6bI1n10 onNpesenunTb, rae KOHYaNoCb O4HO U HAYMHANOCH ApYroe.

3a BCIO CBOIO W3Hb, gaxe Cc Koyaom, HMUYTO He CMOr10 NOAroTOBUTb MEHA K YYBCTBY
nofobHoro egmMHeHUA. K NOHMMaHUIO TOrO, YTO 3TOT YeNoBeK Bceraa byaet pagom. [laxke Korga OH
He COr/IacUTCA CO MHON. XOTA, B TaKMe MOMeHTbI, Tem H6onee.

Loeepue. ltob6oBb. Bepa. Bce cnienock B XKape Hallux Ten.

W — 04MH U3 HEMHOTUX NtOAEN, KTO 3HAN1 MEHA, BCE MOW CEKPETbI, U BCE PAaBHO 06U MeHA.

Al nepensiena Hawu NanbLpl, NOAHANA PYKM HAZ FO10BAMMU U COEANHUAA UX Y CTEHBI.

— He octaHaBnuMBancsa, — BbIAOXHYAa A €1€ C/bIWHO CI0BHO MOAbLOY.

CUHXpPOHHOE ABUXKEHMe HALWWX Ten He 3amMeasIfAiocb U He CTaHOBMJIOCh NOCMNELHbIM, NOKa Mbl
CMOTpenu Apyr Apyry B rnasa. Bopyr nepepg rnazamu BO3HUKIO BUAEHME BO3MOXKHOro byayuiero, A
NoHAMa 3TO, AaXKe He 0CO3HaBaA 40 KOHLA KaK.
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Mexay Hamu 3aknybunca [lyx, nokasbiBasi MHe, YTo OyAeT, ecnm A ocTaHycb. Ecan oTpekych ot
OTL,A M OCTaHYCb 34€Cb, C JWeM.

Cmex, ntob0oBb, Hall A0M.

Pe6EHOK C 30/10TUCTbIMM TNa3amm M YAbIOKOM CBOEro oTua M Moel XBaTKOW B KPOLLUEYHbIX
py4dKax.

Pykn Swa... OH cpaxaeTca 3a MeHA, Kpenko obHMMaeT npu naaeHuu, Noadep’KuBaeT B
TAXENble Yacbl. Jpyr, KOTOPbIA HUKOrAA HEe OTBOPAYMBAETCSH HU OT MEHA, HM OT BblOPaHHbIX MHOO
ouTs.

Kpai1, 6e3KM3HEHHbIN, NYCTbIHHbIMA M 06pedYéHHbIN. Haw Hapog CTEPT C nLa 3eMINn.

A B 3amelwwaTtenbcTBe. A 4yto 6bl cTano, ecam 6bl A He ocTanacb? Molt Bonpoc 3anycTua gpyroe
BO3MOKHOeE byayuiee.

KpoBb, pacTeKatoLwanca no MEPTBON 3eMJ/ie, KOMbE NOTrPy3nA0Ch B HEE MO CAaMblil YEPEHOK.

Pa3bpocaHHble No 3emne Tena.

MNepeKoLlweHHOe OT 3/10CTU INLO OTLa.

OanHOKO cToAwero B camom cepaue Kpas.

Mot Hapog, *KuB. N36UT, N3yBeYeH, HO XKMB.

Jltoam BbIXKUAK, XOTA MHE MPULLNOCL NOTEPATb CaMbIX BN3KMX.

Al 3aKpblna rnasa, Ho 06pasbl HUKYAA He genncb. OT HUX NPOCTYNUAM CAe3bl, U A HE CMOTrNa UX
NPOrnoTUTb, 4OCTUTHYB KY/IbMUHAUMK. BeplumHa 6naxeHCTBa 4NA Tesla OAHOBPEMEHHO C Pa3pbiBOM
AYWW Bbi3Basa pblgaHuAa. A pacuenuna Hawu c JWemM PyKu, obHANa ero, Kpenko NpuKaslWKUCb, U
3annakana. OH YTo-TO roBOPWA, HO ero c/IoBa 6blIM NPOCTO 3BOHOM B YyLIAX, NOKa B Tesle Ny/ibCupoBan
Ayx, 3aTnxaa nogobHO NPUNMBHOM BOJIHE Ha NecKe.

— JlaKkcnep, B3rnAHU Ha MeHA.

fonoc 3Swa 3By4an rpybo, HO, HaKOHel, nNpobuaca CKBO3b OyleBaBIWN BHYTPU
3MOUMOHA/bHbIM LUTOPM.

fl HECKONbKO pa3 MOpPrHyna M nosmMHoBanacb emy. OH nepeBepHyn Hac oboux Ha BOK, ocTaBuB
NnoZio MHOM NpaBylo PYKY U KPENKO NpuKas K cebe.

— Mpocty, 3710... 310 HbIN AYX.

Tenepb HacTan ero Yepén MopraTtb, B €ro r/ia3ax Y4TaoCb 3aMeLlaTeIbCTBO.

—To ecTb?

— OH noKasan MHe BO3MOXHoe byayuiee.

Al nowesennnach, YTobbl OTOABUHYTLCA, HO OH MPUTAHYN MeHA K cebe obenmm pykamu.

— Het. MorosBopu co MHoM, Jlapk. Bce npegblgywme npobnembl BO3HMKaAAM M3-3a
HeJO0MNOHMMaHUS.

BornHa-Martb, KaKk s MOry pacckasaTtb emy 06 yBUAEHHOM? ITO TONbKO YKPEMUT €ro B }KeJlaHUm
OCTaHOBUTb MeHA. BOT TonbKo npobaema. A cAnWKom OTYETANBO BUAeNa pebEéHKa ¢ yibIGKOM cBOEro
OTL,@ U 30710TUCTbIMM F1a3amn. Ho 3TOT NyTb BEN K YHUUTOXKeHUIO Kpas.

Kak u BTOpPON, TO/IbKO BO BTOPOM CAyyae NO KpaMHel mepe OCTaBasacb XOTb KaKaA-TO XMU3Hb,
cnocobHas BO3poaMTbCA.

—Monarato, A BUAENA, YTO CAYUYUTCA, ECIN A OCTaHYCb. U ecam ynay.

Al 3amonyana, 1 OH NPUKOCHYICA K MOEMY NULLY.

— Pacckaxw.

— B ntobom cnyyae Bce He byaeT xopoLlo.

Al npoBesia PyKoi No ero wekKe.

BnageHne. A xotena 3ato, U A xoTena ero. A xoTena ManeHbKOro mMasjibymKa, 30BYLWLEr0 MeHA
mamoii. Cepaue eaBa He pa3pbiBaNOCh. I HAKPbIA MOU rybbl CBOMMMU.

— fAl He Xxo4y NoTepATb BOT 3TO, J1apk.
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— Mbl He noTepsaem.

Al AO/MKHA BEpUTb, YTO CMOTy OCTaBUTb 3TO. BepuTb, UTO CMOry yMTM 33 OTLOM M COXPAHWUTb
CKa3Ky 06 Jwwe 1 Hawem COBMECTHOM byayLuem.

fl obepHynacb Ha TUXOe LLapanaHbe ABepu.

Al ycnblwana ronoc MeTbl, CNOBHO OHA NpUXKaia CBOM POT K Aepesy.

— Jlapk, Bam ¢ dwem nydwe ogetbca. Cioga naét Kakryc.

KakKryc.

Nmsa onannno, HANOMHUB, KOMY MPUHAANEKUT BTOPAsA MOMIOBMHA cepala, Aaxe ecin cenyac
OHO ULE/IMKOM NOTAHYNOCb K Jwy. COCKOYMB C KPOBATM, A Hayana on[esBaTtbca M, 06epHyBLUUCH,
yBMAENa, YTO W NeXUT Ha KPoBaTW, NOTATMBAACH CIOBHO AOBOJIbHbLIM KOTAPA, HAaeBLIMIACA MAapHOro
MonoKa. CnoBHO OH xoTen, 4Tobbl KakTyc 3acTtan ero.

YépToB MyXMK. HEpTOBaA A 3a TO, YTO Nepecnana c HUM.

Het. 1 He »anena 06 dwe. Ho He morna yHATb YyBCTBO BMHbI, OKaTUBLIEE MeHSA. KaKTycy A
CKasaTb He morna. He ceityac. Bo3MOXHO, HUKOrAa, eC/in X04y OCTaTbCA C HUM APY3bAMMU.

Ho u geprkaTb ero B HeBeAEHUN TOXKe HeYecTHO.

OpHaKo, A NOHMMana, YTo He roToBa OTNYCTUTL €ro.

— OpeBaical — KMHyna A B 3Wwa ero WTaHbl.

OH 3acmeAnca v Nokavan ro0Bow.

— [lymaewwsb, A He 3Hato, 4To y Teba uyscTBa K KakTycy? Al 6bl pasaenmn ¢ HUM Tebs, ecnm bbl Tbl
nonpocuna. Ho oH He cornacutca, Jlakcnep. Mbl oba 3Haem 3T10. B Hem canMwkom mHoro ot
CanamaHgpbl. TaKoW e peBHUBbIM YONIOA0K, KaK U BCE OHW.

Al Hagena BClO oAexAay U pasBepHyaacb K HEMY CMHOM. B dwe He 6bl10 HM rpama NOANOCTM.
9710 He npo Hero. OH He CTaHeT CKPbIBATb, €C/U PELUUT YTO-TO.

B A4aHHOM cnyyae, 04EBUAHO, OH U CEPALLEM M pa3yMoM Bbibpan meHs. MNeTa cuaena Ha nopore
B CBOEM KOWaybem 06anybe n cmoTpena Ha MeHA NOAYEPKHYTO HEBMHHbBIMM OFPOMHbBIMU 3€N1EHBIMM
rnasamu.

— MoBecennnnce?

LLekn 3annna Kpacka.

— KaK cunbHO Thi OLLyLaelwb, KOrga f... — s MaxHy/la PyKoW Hasag, Y4Tobbl yKa3aTb HA CNafbHIO U
BCe ellé oTAbixatouwero Juwa.

— [ocTaTtoyHo, 4Tobbl He cpasy natun K Tebe. 1 npoxoguna yepes nogobHoe pas uau ABa, Jlapk.
MoBepb, A 3HAtO, YTO Aenato, JlapK, — oHa noberkana oT MeHA. — Bo3MoKHO, Tebe Hy»KHO MoMNTK 3a
MHOW, 3amapallKa.

Al nocnepoBana eé coBeTy M nNocnewnna 3a NoAepruBaoWLMmca 6enbim KOHYMKOM eé XBOCTa,
NMOKa OHA BeNa MeHA K LUeHTPaNbHbIM NOMELLEHUAM, rAe Haxo4nnacb TPEHUPOBOYHAA KOMHaTa. 3TO
3aHANO Y HAaC MUHYTY, 32 KOTOPYIO A CMOT/1a YCNOKOUTLCA.

Al He caenana HU4Yero naoxoro. fl HUKoraa Hu4ero He obelana Kakrycy.

CTonno 3anTm B TPEHMPOBOYHYHD KOMHATy, KaK ABepb HANPOTMB pPacnaxHy/iacb, U BOLIEN
KakTyc. Bce obpeTeHHOe cnoKoncTBUE cpa3y ke cxablHyno. Cepaue cnerka noAnpbIrHyio, a BMecTe ¢
HUM M BCKO/IbIXHY/1ICA POCTOK BUHBI.

— J1apK, HY»XHO 6b1n0 pasbyanTb MeHs.

OH WKWpPOKO YyAbIOHY/ICA, U31y4Yan Xopollee HacTpoeHue 61eckom APKo-3enéHbIX rna3. Mbl
BEPHYNMCb B Kpail Bcero HECKONbKO AHEN Ha3ag, a OH yXKe nocsexen n nosgoposen. OH nogbexan
KO MHe, B3/ 33 PYKY U NOAHEC eé K cBOMM rybam, 4Tobbl NOLLeN0BaTb Tbl/IbHYIO CTOPOHY IaA0HM.

— Mmm. YyTb BcnoTena. Yxe nosaHMmanacb?

OH BCTPETUACA CO MHOW B3rNAA0M, A A BblAepHYNa pyKy. MeHa 6pocnno B Xap, U A NONbITanacb
B3ATb NOJA KOHTPO/b CBOM 3mouun. A He xoTena obuaetb ero. OH ¢ getcTBa Obin MOUM NyYLIMM
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Apyrom mn oba pasa, Koraa s nossasnaco B LaxTte yxe B3poc/abiM 4eN0BEKOM, MOMOran MHe, XOTA C
HaLWX NOCNAeAHUX BCTPEY B AETCTBE MNPOLUO YKe MHOrO JieT.

MeTa Bne3na mexkay HaMu, HEPBHO NOAEPrUBan XBOCTOM.

— Yero Tbl xo4yewb, Kaktyc? JTapk — dHAep M meeT 0653aHHOCTU, He CBA3aHHble C TOboW.

OH npucen Ha KOPTOYKU M nNpoBen no cnuHe [leTbl NPOTMB WepPCTH, B3/1I0XMATUB €€ O4HUM
KacaHnem.

— Monerye, MNeTa. A xo4y y3HATb, MOTY I MOMOYb €1 B MOMCKax OTLa.

OHa oLlWeTMHMAACb, NPOLLMNEB TAaKOe CN0BO, YTO Y MEHA CaMOWM rnasa Ha 106 nonesnu.

— Bbl 06a, npeKkpaTuTe, — 1 HakNoHMANacb, crpebna Mety u nocaguna cebe Ha naevo. — A nonay
yBUXKYCb ¢ bennoin, notom yxoxy ns Kpas, — Cnosa camu BbICKOIb3HY/IN.

Kak Bcerga spemsa 6b110 He Ha MOel CTOPOHE.

— Y)Ke npuHAna peweHne?

Mo3aan Hac ctoan dw. Ero ronoc o6BONOK KOXKY, NPUHECA A0BOAbHO anneTUTHYI APOXb OT
HeAaBHEro yaoBOAbLCTBMA. A ynepnacb HOraMmu B 3eMJIH0, OMAcancb, YTO MOBEPHYBLUMUCH, YBUXKY €ro
BCe ewwé ronibim. KakTyc NOCMOTPEN MMMO MEHA N CAerka NpULLypuUICca.

— [lymaelb, YTO CMOXELIb 3aCTaBUTb €€ OCTaTbCA?

— A nbiTatocb. EE oTel yKe He TOT KOpO/b, YTO 6bin Korga-to. He Aymato, 4To OH CTOUT ToM
ONacHOCTM, KOTOPOW OHa NoaBeprHeT cebs, yias 3a HUM. [lymato, Tbl cornacuwbea, Kaktyc. E€ u3Hb
BaXKHee ero.

MpounsHocsa 3To, W noaxoann 6aAnKe, U ero roloc CTaHOBU/ICA FPOMYE.

KaKTyc Bbinpamunca.

— Al nopaep:Ky eé B ntobom peweHnn. Kak sceraa.

He poxupascb cnegylowein pensnkm OT MYMKYMH, S LWarHyna B CTOPOHY, YBeEAMYMBas
ANCTAHLMIO MeXay HUMK 1 coboM. MNeTa BLEeNMIack B MOW KUAET, YTOObI COXPaHUTb paBHOBECHE.

— Tonoko nogymam, Kak oHn 06a nobaT Teba. [JonxKHa cKkasaTb, 3TO 61aroc/10BEHUE.

— Jlerko Tebe roBopuTb. ITO }Ke He Tbl 3aCTPANA MeXAY HAMK.

OHa paccmesnnace.

— Tbl npaBa. MpaBa. Ho npeactasb, Kak byaer 3abaBHO, ecnn Tebe yaacTca yroBoOpuUTb MX
pasgenuTb Tebs.

Al u3orHyna rybbl n nocnana um o6omm cnabyro ycMmeLKy, NOHMMAA, YTO 3TO /IULWb MeyTa.

— Jlerye nérkoro.
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I'1aBa 4

OcTaBMB MY}KUMH, A NOLWANA UCKaTb benny.

— K10 noacnywmsan Hac Ha NnpoknaTom none?

MeTy nepeaepHyno.

— OxpaHHUK Kpas.

-Wn?

— Al noTepana ero B Tonne nogen. Ha Hem 6bin wWnem. J/inua A He yBUAENA, HO Y HEFrO He BblNo
PYKMW.

Koyn. Mot 6biBLIMI — eANHCTBEHHbIN OXPAaHHUK B Kpae, y KoToporo He 6bi10 pyKku. 3auem emy
3a MHOW cneguTb?

— 3710 Koyn.

A noTepna weto czagn. Mpoknatbe. BoamoXxKHO, UM MmaHunyanposan YépHbii Apo3a. Koyn 6bin
oAHoM 13 newekK Kaccasbl.

—YBepeHa?

— Mol 6b1nn Nt060BHUKaMK. PyKky oTpybuna emy A, a ceyac OH NbITaeTca Xutb 6e3 Heé. Ecan
OCTaHeTCA BPpemM#A, Mbl MOrOBOPUM C HUM.

BoT TOoNbKO ¢ KOynom mMHe roBopuTb He XOoTenocb. B mocnegHwuit Haw pa3roBop BCe BbIWAO
y*KacHo. Ero pasym ewé He ctabuneH, nobo4HbI 3pEKT OT NOTEPU PYKM.

Moka Mbl wnanM, A pacckasana [letre o KaccaBe M 0 TOM, 4TO OHA cpenana. Yto oOHa
KOHTPO/IMPOBana BCEX MPU MOMOLM KaMHA ¢ cunok [lyxa, 4to ybmnna moto maTb M MasieHbKoro 6para,
Bpaman, n 4TO B KOHLE KOHLLOB A CPa3nIach C HEM M CNac/a Hawy CeEMbIO DeMeHTaNnen oT IerovHbIxX
yepBsen.

MeTa pa3BepHynacb Ha nNaeye 1 NOTPACAA FONOBOW.

— TpyAHO NOBEPUTb, YTO OAMH YENOBEK MOKET NPUUYUHUTL CTONIbKO 6oau.

Al obowna gnmHHOe BPEeBHO M ABMHYANACL Aa/blue MO TPOMUHKE Cpeam KyCTOB YEPHUKN.

— OHa ewé ¥uBa, Neta. ComHeBaloCb, YTO OHa 3aBA3a/a C 3TUM.

Benny mbl HawaM B 3anagHOM YacTu ieca pALOM € okeaHOM. OHa cnaena, OCTOPOXKHO 0BHMManA
CBOW *KMBOT U 06/IOKOTMBLUNCH HA KOAEHWU. XOTA CPOK elé 6bin Hebonblol, eé 0bbI4HO Y3Kaa Tanma
roBOpM/Ia O NONOXKEHUMN.

OHa ynblbHynacb, yBMAEB MeEHA, HO rybbl 3a4p0oXKanu.

— J1apK, Tbl cAblWana HOBOCTM Npo Betya?

A KnsHyna.

— [1a. OH Tebs yxe BbirHan?

OnycTvB ronoBy, OHa NPUXKana K rnasam NagoHu.

— OH yrporkan moemy pebéHky, JlapK. CKasan, YTo NONYKPOBOK HYKHO UCTPEBAATbL KaK LUIABOK,
KTO OHM M €CTb Ha CaMOM Jene.

MeTa HU3KO M NPOTAXKHO 3awwunena. A 6blna c Hen connpapHa. A cena Ha BpeBHO pPAAOM C
bennoi.

— Torpa Tebe He cnepyeT ocTaBaTbeA 34ecb, benna. 3to HebesonacHo.

— Ho Kyaa mHe natn?

Al B3Ana eé 33 pyKy 1 IETOHBKO CXKana nanbLbl.

— Tebsa cmorna 6bl NPUOTUTL PUHAK, NOKA Mbl BCE HE YAANUM.

Bbenna cxkana yentocTu.

— [lymaelb, A cMOry TyAa BEpPHYTbCA, NOCAe TOro YTo caenan Peksnem?

C)KaB eé pyKy, NPUCTaNbHO NOCMOTpPENA HA HEE.

— Ha uto Tbl roToBa paau 6e3onacHocTn cobcTBeHHOro pebéHKa? «CBeT BO Tbme», TaK CKaslana
BornHa-Matb. U 3T0T cBeT obopseTcsa, ecnm Bety noiaét no BbibpaHHOMY NyTw.
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OHa BcxnumnHyna.

— Kak oTew, Mmor Tak noCTynuTb ¢ HAMKU? Kak OH MOr OCTaBMTb BeTya CBOMM NpeeMHUKOM?

A npnobHsana eé.

— Al He aymato, YTO HbINO MMEHHO TaK. 3HAK0, OH HE MOT MbIC/IUTb 34PaBO...

— B Tom-T0 1 geno. Kasanocb, 4to OH cTan cammm coboi. Hu BChbiweK rHeBa, HU CTPaHHbIX
pacnopseHui. Hukaknx rnynoctein. ®epH rosopunaa gaxe, 4to oH obcy»aan c Hen nomckun Kaccagbl.
O TOM, 4YTOOblI HaKOHel, pa3obpaTbCA C Hel. ITO MNocnegHee, YTO OH rOBOPWS Nepend CBOUM
NCYE3HOBEHMEM, — LUMbITHYB, OHa NOAHANA roNoBy. — Al He NOHMMato, NoYeMy OH BpPOCKN Hac BOT TaK.

Bo3MOKHO, OH OTMpaBuACA Ha Noucku Kaccasbl. Ho Torga oH B CMepTe/bHOM OMacHoOCTU U
MOPaNbHO, U PU3NYECKN.

— Bo3morkHO, yxog Obin He ero pelweHnem, — nporosopuna lMNeta. — Cuna [yxa npekpacHo
mackupyet Bce, benna. Ecam KaccaBa nocTymana TaK, KakK A MOHMMAlO, U CTONbKUX Kpyrom
KOHTPO/INpPOBana, TO Tbl Cama A0/AXKHA MOMHUTb HEBO3MOXKHOCTb NPOTUBUTLCA €€ cune. BHyweHue
3acTaB/AeT AyMaTb, YTO pPeLEHMA Tbl MPUHUMAELLb CaM.

Benna 3aKpblna rnasa, B yroskax rnas BbiCTynuaun ciesbl, YToObl ynacTb Ha NOAON NAATbA.

— Al NIOMHI0.

— Toraa Tbl NPEKPACHO NOHMMAELLb, YTO TBOM OTEL, MOT OCTaTbCA NOA, BHYLUEHNEM.

KoHuurK neBoro yxa lMeTbl A4epHYACcA, KOraa oHa roBopumna.

—MeTa, — cnpocmna s, — KTo 3To MoXKeT bbITb? Y Kaccasbl 60/blle HET KOAbLa.

MeTa cBEpPKHY/a rnasamm Ha MeHs.

— EcTb eweé Koe-KTO, cnocobHbIn ynpasnatbe Ayxom. U ero nocnegHue AeWCTBUA FOBOPAT O
NPUHAANEKHOCTU K €€ narepto.

Y€pHbIn Opo3a,.

—Torpa oH A0XKeH 6bITb 34ecb, B Kpae, YTobbl MaHMMYIMPOBaTb OTLOM.

— Moo auTte, 0 4emM Bbl FOBOpUTE? — MNOTAHY/1Ia MEHA 3a PyKy benna.

— YépHbit [po3a, oH oAnH U3 noder B MaHTUKU. ToT, KTo aelictBoBan BmecTte ¢ Kuaoi. OH
obnapaet Bcemu nATbiO 3nemeHTaMu, benna, — A 3amonyana, 4Tobbl OHAa OCO3HA/NAa MOW CNOBa, U
NOHSANA MO eé rnasam, YTo Tak U NPOU3OLLIO.

— Bcemu natoto? Thl yBepeHa?

— [a. OH Bcerga HOCUMA MaHTULO, YKPbITYO ero CMI0M, U OCTaBaiCA Hey3HaHHbIM. Bblan nau
NOHECEHUS O KOM-HUBYAb Noa0bHOM?

OHa noKa4vana ronoBou.

— Her, He 6bino. MNocne yxoaa oTua A YMTAO BCE OTYETHI.

Al BCTana v NpoTAHYNa el pyKy.

— Ham Hy»KHO yBecTu Teba oTctoga. N Kaktyca Toxe.

— A KaK e Tbl, JITapK? Tbl Cama NONYKPOBKa, U, HE COMHEBAOCb, BETY meyTaeT 0 TBOEN CMepTH.

E€ cnoBa He A0/MKHbI ObiNM yaMBUTL MeHA. Ho, BO3MOXHO, KaKaa-TO 4acTb MeHA Bce eLlé
HaZeAnacb, YTo Mbl C BAU3KMMM CMOXKEM YHKUTbCA. YTO Korga-HMOyab Mbl AENCTBUTENbHO CTAaHEM
cembéin. Mnynas 3amapallKka, cemba — 3TO He AnA Teba.

MeTa cnpbirHyna ¢ Naevya Ha 3eM/to nepes Hamu U 0bepHyiack B CHEXKHOro 6apca.

— TonbKo Yepes Mol Tpyn.

— [peBocxoaHO, — NPO3BYYas ro/I0C CNeBa OT Hac, — HUKOrAa He /II0OM/ KOLLEK.

Mbl pa3BepHyanUCb, U A oToaBUHYNa benny cebe 3a cnunHy. BeTy cTtoan, ynepes pyku B beapa.
OH npepcTtaBnan coboi OHYO Bepcuto Hawero otua. KopeHacTbil M MYCKYAUCTbIA MY)KUMHA C
TEMHbIMM BOJIOCAaMM U 3e/IEHBIMU rnaszamu. Monarato, OH BbIrASAEN NPUBAEKATENbHbIM, HO XKeCTOKasn
YXMbl/IKa NpeBpallana ero B 4YyaoBulle B Moux rnasax. C obeux CTOpPOH OT Hero cTtoanu [ABa
damunbapa. OanH — HebonblOW MmeaBeab, APYyro — cobaka xacku. 3To ABoe 13 Tpex pamuabapos
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oTua. TpeTbum bbin AcTpeb, KOTOPOro A He BUAENA BOT YXKe MHOrO sieT. [103agM HUX CTOANM YeTbipe
OXpaHHUKa KpadA ¢ NOAHATbIM OPYKMEM U KO3bIPbKaMM, CKPbIBAOLLLMMU INLLO MPAKTUYECKN [0 pTa.

MeTa 3apbl4ana, OCKANNBLLUCD.

— Cobaka? W 3to TBOM damunbsap? Tenepb NOHATHO, novyemy Kpalh HasbIBAalOT MECTOM
pa3BedeHuns cnabakos.

Xacku 3aBblsia U WarHyna snepéa. Bety nHyn eé B 60k 60TMHKOM, Monas no pebpam.

— Al )ke cKa3an XAaaThb.

— benna, — A npoTAHyna pyKy Has3ad, M OHa B3Anacb 3a Heé. — Oxepenbe, KOMHaTa
MyTewecTBmMin. He ocTaHaB/IMBaMCA HU C KEM.

— Al He ocTaBAto TebA, Jlapk.

BeTy noTAHYACA K CBOEN cuie 3eMau, 1 NO pyKam nobeXkanum 3enéHble BCNOIOXM, A,aBAA NOHATD,
4TO OH 3aZyman. 3eMnA NoA HaMU LO/KHA CTaTb 3bIOKOIM Ha Napy CEKyHA,

— Tbl cnacna mexs B LLaxTe ¢ nomoLbto cBoel cunbl. Tenepb MosA ovepesb cnacty Teba ceoen,
— A 0TNyCTMUNA eé N cxBaTuaa CBOE Konbe, coegmHne obe yactu. — *Kueo!

3BYK B3MeTHyBLUMXCA 0OOK, 1 benna nobexana. OanH U3 oxpaHHMKOB Bpocuaca 3a Heln, n Bety
WenKHyn nanbuamun. — Mol notom eé€ goroHnm. C Helt byaeT nerko. A Kak bbl ewe oHa noHecna ot
ybnoaKka YHAUHBI?

OXpaHHWKM 3arorotanu, U BHYTPM BCe pasayno OT 310CTU. Mep3kue Ybnoaku. Bety cHoBa
CKOHLEHTPMPOBAJICA, U cena NnoTekna oT Hero K seme.

— 3bI6y4nii Necok.

EaoBa A npousHecna 3To, Kak 3ema nofg Horamu 3axoguna. leta oTcKkouuna B CTOPOHY, a A
npbirHyna Ha Betuya. Ero 6poBu B3mbinM BBEPX, @ POT OTKPLIACA, KOrAa A yAapuia ero cepegmHom
CBOEro KomnbA B rpyab M noanuaa Ha 3emnto. OT yaapa TpecHynu pebpa, u B BO3gyxe OTYET/IMBO
npo3By4an ux xpyct. OH ocTepBeHe10 NbITanaca OTAbIWATbLCA.

OxpaHHUKKM Kpasa warHynm snepén, okpyxaa meHA. TOT, 4TO caeBa, NepBbiM MOWEN Ha MeHSA,
HaLeNMB Mey MHe B rpyab.

— MonyKpoBKa-NOTACKYLLIKA.

fl oTbnna mey BNpPaBO, CKO/Ib3HYB KOMbEM MO /NIe3BUIO0 A0 OCHOBAHMA Meya W BOTKHY/Na ero B
PYKY OXpaHHMKA. OH C KPMKOM BbINYCTMA Med. PazmaxHyBLUUCb, A APEBKOM yaapuaa ero no rosose,
OTYero oH ynan pagom c Betyuem. BTopon oxpaHHMX CXBAaTUN MEHS C3aau.

— lep:ky eé. Bbl BOE, BCKpOUTE eé.

OH 06XxBaTUN MEHA PyKaMM M CXan Kak yAaBKa. A He cTana ConpoTMBAATLCA, @ BMECTO 3TOro
nogHAna obe HOrmM, U emy NPULINOCH NMOCHOCTbIO yaepKuBaTb Mo Bec. OH NoLWwaTHyACA Bnepés — A
COBCEM He [eBOYKA-UBEeTOYEK — a A KayHynacb B CTOPOHY. Mbl PyXHY/M Ha 3eM0 TaK, 4To A
OKasa/sacb cBepxy. Ha meHAa Habpocuaca oaAMH MX ero ApPYKKOB, HALENMBLUMCL Me4yoMm B rosnosy. A
AepHynacb B CTOPOHY. Mey NpocBMCTeN B BO34yXe TaM, r4e 400 CeKyHAbl HAa3az 6blaa Mos rososa.

XpycT KocTe W 3BYK paspes3aeMor NAOTU coobWwun MHe BCe, YTO HY)KHO; A He CTaja
obopaumnsaTtrca, 4Tobbl CMOTpPeTb Ha npousoweplee. OcTaBlIMecA ABa OXPAaHHWKA MOMATUAUCH,
Korga A BCcTana.

— Bbl 06a TOYHO XOTUTE 3aKOHUYUTb 3TOT TaHeL,?

OHU nepernAaHyAnCb, 3amMoTanum ronosamu n Gpocnance NPoYb.

— He aymato.

He ycnena A otmetntb nobeny, Kak Ha MeHA 06pyLINMNOCH pPa3MbIToe NATHO KOPUYHEBOTO MeXa
N TAXENOro MyCKyCHOro 3anaxa. fl noseresna yepes NanopOTHMKM U KYCTbl, MOKA HE OCTAaHOBMIACb Y
CEeKBOMU. fl MPMKOCHYNACb K cuae 3eMaM W 3a4eprHysa e€, roToBACb BOCMO/b30BaThbCs €. BeTy
CHOBA BCTa/l, TAXKENO Abla U NPUKMMAA PYKY K rpyau.

OH 3106HO rNAHYA Ha MeHA, @ MOTOM TKHY TPACYLLMMCA NaSIbLEM.
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—Y6utb eé.

— BeTy, 3T0 HENPaBU/ILHO, — MHE BCE eLLE XOTe/I0Cb BEPUTb, YTO €r0 MOXKHO 06pasyMnTb. — TBoA
MaTb owmnbanacb, NONYKPOBKAM TOXKe eCTb MECTO B 3TOM MUPE.

Ha meHAa 6pocunca measenb, B yvax npobuBatowLeroca CKBO3b BETBU AEPEBbEB COJMHLA €ro
wepcTb 61mMKoBana. Ero 3sanu Kapy.

fl yBepHynacb OT NepBOro pbiBka bypHoro measenA. Egsa. OH B3peBen, nNacTb 3aBMbpuposana
oT 60eBoro Kaunya.

A morna 6ol NobopoTh ero, paHUTb K 3abpaTtb y BeTya. A morna paspesaTb ero Ha Yactu, u lNeTa
nomorna 6ol MHe, A 3TO TOYHO 3Hana. Hawwu B3rnALbl BCTPETUNUCD.

bonb. Ctbia. Crpax.

A1 MaxHyna Konbem M BOrHajsa ero HanoJIOBUHY B 3€MJIt0, OMYCKaACb Ha KOJEHW, YTO MOrF/0
O3HayaTb MOt cmepTb. Ho A Bepuna [yxy, pacno3HasLllemMy aMOoLnmn, UCXOAMBLUNE OT MeaBeas.

— Kapy, oH He 3acnyXunBaeT HMKOro 13 Bac obounx, — A yaepkmsana ero B3rnag. — OH 3abbin, uto
Tbl KOMNAHbOH, HACTAaBHMK, TOT, KOFO OH AOJ/I)KEH CYNTATb APYrOM U AOBEpPEHHbIM NNLOoM. Kak 3abbin
n Mmomn oTel,

MepaBseab 3amep U PbIKHYA, AePHYB HOCOM.

— Y70 Tbl MOXKeELb 3HaTb 0 bamunbapax?

— Tbl 3Haewsb MeTy? EE NpUCTaBUAM KO MHE.

Al nonarana, 4to GamumabaAp JONXKHbI 3HATb APYT ApYyra, NPUHMMAA BO BHUMaHME, Kak UX Mano.

MepBeab NOBEpPHYN FONOBY U B3MAHYA HA KPYXKalmx Apyr BOKpYr apyra [eTy n xacku.

— Kowka?

— [lonras ucropusa, — oTBeTMAA 1.

MepBeab oTcTynunA.

— Ha 3T10T pa3s s nowaKy teba. Paan ckazaHHo Tobow npasabl. lepkynec. Maém. Octasb BeTtua
C ero raynocTbto. [leBY4oHKa npaBa, OH A01XKeH 0CO3HATb HALY LLeHHOCTb.

XacKku noBepHy/ia rosioBy M npunogHana TéMHble 6posu. MNeTa ygapuna eé no 3agHuue, Koraa
Ta OTBAEKNACb, U NOATONKHY1A eé B CTOPOHY meBeas.

— lenair, yto Tebe roBopAT, LWABKa.

lepKynec ockanunca, HO NOWeén 3a meagenem B fiec.

BeTu 3aTpAcca OT APOCTU.

—Toraa A cam Teba yobio.

OH NoAHAN PYKY, UCMELLPEHHYIO0 TMHUAMU CUbI.

— He B 3TOT pas.

MeTa NpbIrHy/ia Ha Hero, ONPOKMHYB O4HMM yaapom. OHa ckasa 3ybamu ero Leto, NpuKycbliBas
KNbIKaMM KOXKy. B ronoBe BCMbIXHYa KPUCTANbHO APKasa Mbicab. NycTb yobeT ero. MycTb BepLwnT 3TOT
cyA. benna ctaHeT NnpaBuTb, KaK Npexae, U Ham Toraa Boobue He Hy»KeH oTeLl,.

BHyTpuM 3apoaunack cTpalwHaa noTpebHOCTb Tak U caenaTtb. B3birpana AnKas »axKaa KpoBu, U A
C TPYAOM noAaBuia eé, 4Tobbl COXPaHUTb Hag, cOb0I KOHTPOIb.

HeT, 370 He A. CTpax, nepensieTeHHbIN C }KaXA0M KPOBWU. A NOHANA, YTO TONLKO YTO MPOU3OLLNO.
JTO pe3ynbTaT MCNONb30BaHMA Maruu [lyxa. 3TO TONbKO Hayano pacnnatbl 3a MCNOAb30BaHUEe
3N1eMeHTa, CAMOro paspyLMTENbHOIO NO CBOEN NPUpPoLeE.

— Het, — npounsHecna a. — MHe HYXHO BEpPUTb, YTO MM MaHunyampyet Kaccasa.

MeTa BbINAOHY A €rO.

— Y70 He genaet ero meHee onacHbIM gnsa Teba N Apyrux NONyKPOBOK.

BeTu ocCTanca nexaTb 3a4blXaACb Ha 3emne. 3efiéHble [1a3a LWMPOKO pPacrnaxHyaucb OT
OCO3HaHWUA, YTO OH NobEeXKAEH.

— Y10 Tbl COBMpaeLLbca CO MHOM AenaTb?
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Bonpoc aHa.

— TeMHULA cAePXKUT ero cuay m byt BO3MOXKHOCTb UM MaHUNyAMpPOBaTb. OCTaBUM ero Tam.
PaHO MnM NO34HO ero Tam HanayT.

He aymana, 4to ero rnasa moryT ctatb wupe. A owmnbanace.

— He nocmeewb. fl HacheaHWK npectonal — 3ackyMA OH peTupyAck. MNeTa 3apblyana.

— 3aTKHUCL! TebA 3abbln cnpocuTb, YepBsaK.

Yepsak. [a, Tak n ecTb. To, 4TO OH Hanasa Ha MeHsA, UCNONb3yA CUAY 3eMan, CTaBUIO TOYKY. OH
urpan He no npasmnam. Mbl MOraM NOMNbITAaTbCA OTTAWMTb €ro K TEMHULLe, HO OH CTaHeT ApaTbCA,
NPUYEM rpAa3sHO.

Al BBMaxHyna Konbem, HaLUe/UBLLINCL B ero ronoBy. OH BCKPUKHY/I, KaK pebEHOK, Npu 3TOM TaK
BbICOKO, YTO A YAMBUAACb TaKOW CNOCOOHOCTM B ero Bo3pacTte. B cneaytoulyto ceKyHay A pa3BepHyna
Konbe M yAapwuaa no rosose cepeanHoON ApeBKa, Bbipybas ero.

— Kak pebéHok, — dbipkHKAa MeTa.

Al CKNOHMNACb M NPUNOAHANA ero, onepeB Ha CBOe Naevo. Ewé mepTBbli OXpPaHHUK... TyT byayT
npobnembl, ecan ero HanayT. i MaxHyna HaZ HAM PYKOM, MPM3biBaA 3eM/0 NOrPy3nUTb ero B cebs.

— MNoaymatoT, 4to ero youna Tbl.

— EcTtectBeHHO. OTNOXKMM HEU3HEKHOE KaK MOXHO ganblue.

A npuctpomna BeTtya noynobHee m Hanpasunacb B Kpail. [ep)kacb OKpawH, A Aowna Ao
Kasapm, U TyT MeHA OCTaHOBU/IN.

Cnaa 6orunHe, aTo okasanca Sw. OH BCTPETUA HAC Yy BXO4A B KazapMbl IHAEPOB.

— 3axBaT BnacTn, ga?

— Het. MNpocto otBOXY ero B 6e3onacHoe MecTo HeHagonro. benna pobpanacb [0 KOMHaTbI
MyTewecTtBnin?

Sw KMBHYA. 1 NPOL/A 38 HUM NO FNABHOMY KOPUAOPY M CNYCTUAACb NO NeCTHULE, NpuBeaLlein
Hac K TemHuue. Kak 6yaTo Mbl TONBbKO 3TUM U 3aHMMAIUCL KaXKAbIN AEHb.

— OHa cKkasana, 4yto byaeT xKaaTb OT TebA paspeleHns BepHyTbcA. YTo cnyumnnock?

NMoka mbl cnewunnn B TeMHUUE, A MNOCBATUAQ ero B NjaaH BeTya cTepeTb € Avua 3emnu
nonykpoBok B Kpae. HaunHas ¢ bennbl U MmeHsA. W NoKayan rosioBoi, NpUAepK1Bas ABepb B Kamepy
OTKPbITOM.

— OH Bcerga 6bin kecTokum. Ho 3To aarke oA Hero 3anpenenbHo.

Kamepbl TEMHULbI — e4MHCTBEHHOE MEeCTO, NONHOCTbIO B/I0KMpytoLee cuabl dnemeHTanen. U
BO34ENCTBME HA HUX U3BHE.

Ecnun KaccaBa nmena kakoe-nmbo BansiHMe Ha BeTya, OHO Mcye3HeT, NoKa OH byaeT B TeMHULE.

MoeT bbITb, C HUM el He Bce NOTepAHO. fl 3aTONKHYNa ero B Kamepy M 3aKpbina 3a coboi
Agepb. Ceityac 6onblie yem Korna-nmbo a H6oina B CMATEHMM MO NOBOAY NMOWUCKOB OTUA. B TBEpaom
YME WU HET, OH e4MHCTBEHHbIN, KTO MOT UCMPaBUTb pelleHne, Ha3BaB NpeeMHuKa. OaHako 6e3 Hero
n c Betyem B TemHuUe Benna, BO3MOXKHO, TOXe MOra ynpasnaTb.

HeT. Hy}xHO nocmoTpeTb, npuwén Bety B ceba nnun Het. A Bce ewé Haaeanacb, YTO ero MOXHO
cnacrtu.

Kak benny. PaHbwe A cuMTana e€ Bparom, a celyac oHa camaa 6aM3Kaa MHe M3 Bcex
POACTBEHHMKOB.

Mpoxoanan MmmnHyTbl, U, HaKOHeL, BeTy 3acToHan.

— KaKoit xpeHbto A Tak Hanunca?

— BeTy, Tbl MOMHWULIWb NOCNEAHWIA 4Yac? — A B3A/acCb 33 NPYTbA PeWweETKU. — [MOMHULWb, 4YTO
cobupancs youte meHa u benny?

OH MeasieHHO cesl, Mopras, CN0BHO eMy NPUYMHAN 60Nb APKUIA CBET.

— benny?
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— [a. N meHs.

BeTu B340XHYN M NOTEP rpyab B TOM MeCTe, Kyaa A ero ygapuna.

— 370 6b1n1 coH. OTKyAa Tbl Y3HaNA, YTO MHE CHUMOCL?

A oTowna.

— Tebe dw Bce 06BACHUT. MHe HY)XHO MATU, HAUTU OTLA W BEPHYTb ero Aomoi. Yto 6bl HK
CNYYMNOCh, OcTaBalca 3gech, Betu.

BornHa-Martb, 4TO 3a YepTOoBLLMHA 34eCb TBOPUTCA?

Mapa waros — 1 A BblW/1a U3 KOMHaTbl, HO MEHA OCTAHOBMW/IA PYyKa.

— byab oCTOpOXKHA, JlTapK. Ha 3TOT pa3 A He cmory nonTtn ¢ To6on. KTo-To A0MKEH OCTaTbCA U
NPUCMOTPETb 3a BCEM, NOKa bennbl HET, — DLW HAKAOHUACA FON0BY U NPUNKANCA CBOUM I6OM K Moemy.
— BepHucb Ko mHe.

OH HeXHOo NpUTAHYN MeHs K cebe, N A OKasanacb B ero pykax, Luenys Kak B nocneaHui pas.
MeHs He BONHOBanNoO, YTo BMAEN BeTy. 1 yenoBana wa co BCEM CTPACTbIO, MOKA HE OTCTPaHMAACh,
4YTOObI BAOXHYTb.

— Al Bcerga 6yay Bo3BpaLwaTbcsa K Tebe.

— Tbl NPOCTO *KAEWb NegMKIOPa, KOTOPbIM A Tebe obeluan.

Al paccmeanacb 1 otTowna.

— [1a, 1 310 ToXKe. Mbl CAANLKOM Hag0nro OTAOXKMAN €ro.

3010TUCTbIE TNa3a NPOBOXKAIN MEHSA, NOKA NOAHMMANACb NepPBble HECKONbKO CTYMEHEK, He B
CUNax OTBECTU OT Hero B3rnsa. MeHA HaKpblNo YyBCTBO rNy60OKON TOCKU. CIOBHO 3TOT MOMEHT YyiKe
npoweén, n a 6onblue He CMOry NOBTOPUTb €rO.

Ho aToro He cayuuTcA.

Al He nosBotO.
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I's1aBa 5

Mbl ¢ MeToi nobexann BBepX NO NECTHULE U3 Ka3apMm.

— Kyaa tenepb?

Al pe3ko ocTaHoBMAack. Bonpoc MNeTbl 6611 601ee YemM yMECTHbIM. fl MOHATUA HE UMeNna, C Yero
HayaTb NOUCKM Uweikn. YepT, Aa MHe Hy»XHa MwelKa, 4Tobbl HanTK UwenKy.

—YepBuBoe gepbmo, He 3Halo.

— Tebe He y Koro cnpocuTb? A KOHCOPT BornHn-Matepu goma?

fl MOpPrHyna HeCKO/IbKO pas.

—YT0, Npoctn?

— pnodouH... OH... A aymana, Tbl 3Haewb, — eTa B3rNsAHy/Na Ha MeHA W OTBena B3rNAg B
CTOpPOHY. — HaBepHoe, He cneaoBano rosopuTb Tebe.

B KaKom-TO cmbIc/iie 3TO MHOroe ob6bsacHAN0. Kpome doTorpadmin KeHwmHbl ¢ pebéHkom. KTo
OHM? A MOry TONIbKO A0raApblBaTbCA, HO AyMato, bormHA-MaTb He CTaHeT Ae/MTb KOHCOopTa C APYrown
EHLMHON.

— Al He npobonTatocb. Ho OH He eaMHCTBEHHOE pelleHure. Halia moXKeT nomoub. A Haaetoch.

Jom Hainun Haxogunca B toxHOM Yyactu Kpas, u A nocnewunna Tyaa. Kak Halwa cKkasuTenbHUua
OHa nosefana mHoro 6binvH. O4HaAKo, NOXoXKe, mena ewé mn aap Mpeackasatens, npeayragbisas,
YTO rPAAET M YTO HYXKHO Aenathb.

MNepexoas rnasHyto gopory B Kpae, A 3ameTuna cuAowmne Ha COMHLE PbiXKME BOJIOChI BONOCHI
NapHA, CKIOHUBLUErOCA Haf caXkeHuem cekBonun. Cepgue ckanocb npu Buge Kakryca.

— MeTa, meHA yobeT N110boBb K HUM 0bouMm.

— He pgpamatusupyii. Tebe He naét. Bosbmm KaKktyca c coboir. OH cuneH B oboux cBouX
3NEeMEHTaX, U emMy HYXXHO AepKaTbcA noganvwe ot Betya. Bo3moXKHO, NnpoBeaEHHOE C HUM Bpems
MOKaXeT, UTo OH Tebe He noaxoauT.

Eé cnosa 3acTanm meHA BPacnaox.

— B cmbicne, He nogxoaunt? Tebe-To OTKyAa 3HaTb?

— Al y)Ke fOCTaTOYHO CKasana. OctanbHoe Tebe HYXKHO MOHATbL CaMOM, — OHa 3aTpycuaa Bnepeamu
MEHA U OCTaHOBMANACb pAgom ¢ Kaktycom. — Mpuaypok, Maéwb C HAMKM UAKM U ganvuwe byaewb
pa3BieKaTbCA C CAXKEHLAMMU?

A1 oTKpblna poT gna oreeta. Ho oHa npasa. M A cHOBa ero 3aKkpblna. KakTyc BCTan M OTKPbITO
yAbIOHYNCA, yBUAEB MeHA. Ero n10b6oBb K XM3HKU Oblia 3apasuTtenbHoit. A ynbibHynacb B OTBET, HO
ynblbKa nobnekna, Koraa 40 MeHA JOLWEN CMbIA C/1I0B JWa 0 HECNOCOBHOCTN AeNNTbCA.

Al HMKOrAa He cmory pacckasatb KakTtycy, 4to cnana ¢ Swem. MNoKa He CMOory C YBEPEHHOCTbIO
NPU3HATLCA eMy, YTO Npeanoyaa emy dwa. A A He yBepeHa, 4YTo 3TO Koria-nmbo cayumnTca.

YepT 6b1 Nobpan moé cepaue 3a Ntob60oBb HonblIe YEM K OAHOMY YenoBeKy. O4eBUAHO, KPOBb
OTL,@ BCE »Ke OKa3blBana Ha MeHsa bosbluiee BAMAHKUE, Yem A aymana. MoHapwba cembsa TeppaivHIos
necrtpena Kyyeit paBopUTOB M AeTel, POXKAEHHbIX BHE 3aKOHHOro 6paka Koponsa. 9To He 6b110 YeM-To
HeobblYHbIM ANA HAc, Mbl K 3TOMYy NpuBbIKAKM. HO A cumTana ceba Bbiwe nNogobHOro, NOTOMY YTO
cnana paHble anwb ¢ Koynom.

Al CKpMBMAIACH OT MbIC/IM, YTO MOXOXKA Ha OTLaA.

KaKkTtyc 3awaran pagom, 3aKMHYB PyKy MHe Ha naeyo.

— O6bIYHO, TakMe 6poaArM Kak Mbl HUKOT4A He co34atoT cBoe rHe3no, Jlapk. Hy, Kak Aymaelub,
rae TBOM NpeaoK?

— He 3Hal0, — A CKMHYNa ero pyky, owywan npeaaTesibCkoe KenaHne oCTaBUTb eé Ha mecTe. —
Mbl KaK pa3 ngém K Halie, 4Tob6bl NOroBOpPUTH.

— Crapasn ckasuTenbHMua? OHa eweé xKumBa?
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— OHa He TaK cTapa, — paccmeanacb A, HO CMex CTUX, CTOMNO0 nogymatb 06 dwe, KoTopomy
NPUXoANN0Ch MMETb Aeno ¢ Betuem. — aém, He XoUy TepATb BpeEMA.

Mbl nobexkann K Hailte monya. MeTa noHecnacb No secy, MO Hallen CBsA3M A YyBCTBOBasa eé
BocTopr. OHa BHE3anHO 3amepna, NPbIrHYB Ha CKPUMHYBLUEE YTO-TO, @ NOTOM OTnycTuaa. OHa pobKo
nocmoTpena B MO CTOPOHY.

— MpocTtn.

— He nsBuHsalica. A paga, uto Tebe 34ecb HpaBUTCA.

Mbl OCTaHOBUAUCL MPAKTMYECKM Ha rpaHuue Kpas. [lom Halim 6bin yCTpOeH B CEKBOME COBCEM
Kak MOM cO6CTBEHHbIN. C egMHCTBEHHBIM OTIMYMEM: BXOL, HAXOAMWJICA HE Ha BbICOTE NATUAECATU
¢yTOB, @ nNpAMO Ha 3emne. Ecanm A npaBuAbHO NOMHWANA, eé damunbap, measenb, HEHAMHOIO
otanyanca ot Kapy. Ho ¢ meHa xBatnno u ogHoro TeppanuHra ¢ megsegem. A He cTana noaxoamTtb K
ABepwn, a NpocTo no3Bana:

— Hans, Tbl 3aecbh?

Eweé mrHoBeHue 6bI10 TMXO, @ MOTOM OTKPbI/IAaCh ABEPb HAa XOPOLWO CMasaHHbIX netnax. M3-3a
Heé BbirnAHyna Hansa, ceaple BOIOCbI KOTOPOM CBMCA/IM KOCaMM N0 06enm CTOpPOHam Anua.

— lakcnep?

— [a.  HageAanack, YTO CMOTY NONYYUTb XOTb KOE-KaKoe HacTas/ieHue.

OHa nokocunacbk Ha Kaktyca.

— 3a4yem Tbl NpUTaLLmaa ¢ cobor awepuuy?

— 370 mor apyr Kaktyc. OH NoONyKPOBKa, Kak U . B AeTcTBe OH KA 34eck, B Kpae.

OHa XMblKHYNa.

— HeT HMKoro Kak Tbl, J1apk. 3axoaun n 6epu c coboli KOLLKY.

— TBol pamunbap He ByaeT Bo3parkaTb?

OHa gae ocTaHOBMAACD.

— Cyero bbl emy Bo3paXkaTb?

fl COKpaTnna paccToaHME MeXAY HaMMK M B3ANaCb 3a Kpali ABepu.

— BeTy Ha3BaH HacnegHWKOM M B3sn cebe aABonx pammabapos oTua. OHM HananuM Ha Hac.

Halia axHyna n npuKpbiaa poT PyKou.

— [ynbI MasibyuLLKa, O YEM OH TO/IbKO AyMaeT?

— MHe KaxeTcsa, Kaccasa Bce eLwé umeeT HaL HUM BAaCTb.

Al He xoTena 06bACHATL Npo YepHoro po3zaa. Y Hac He 6bl1I0 BpeMeHM HA AIMHHbIE PaccKasbl,
a nx Hana mobuna 6onblue Bcero. Eay n pacckassbl.

Mbl BTPOEM 33NN K Hel B oM. MHe NpULLIIOCb MOPrHYTb HECKONbKO Pa3, YToObl NPUBbLIKHYTb
K CyMmpaKy. B KOmMHaTe NpocTo Napuao OT KAMWHa Ha CTeHe, 3@ Ha NJIUTe CBUCTEN YaMHUK. B KOHLe neTa
Ha yauLe coBcemM He 6b110 xonoaHo. Haa 6poBamum cpasy »Ke BbICTYNWUA NOT.

Yto ewé yamsuTenbHee, B Kpecsne nepes KaMWHOM, BbITAHYB nepes coboit Horm, cuaen
FpndduH. BCKMHYB HAa MeHA B3rNAg, YEpPHbIX rNa3, OH 06HaXKuA B ynblbKe 3ybbl, HANOMHUB O CBOEW
BONYbEN MNocTacu.

— J1apK, 40 CUX NOp He NOoMana B HOBYIO HENPUATHOCTL?

— Eweé Het, — npobybHuna s, npucarkmeaAacb pafom. Hala npuHecna MHe KpyXKKy 4asa, He
cnpawmBan, Xo4y M A, 1 A B3AOXHYyANA. A 3aecb Hagonro. He ysepeHa, 4To paga atomy. YacTb meHsa
xoTena 6exxaTb Ha NOMCKM OTLA, YTOObI OH BepHy/ica AoMoil M pa3obpanca c Betuem. [pyras yactb
XOTena BOBCe He UCKATb ero. TONIbKO ecnu oTel, He BepHeTCA, NPUAETCA cparkaTbca ¢ Betuem, a A He
XOTena pPasBA3bIiBATb MPa*KAaHCKYHO BOMHY... XOTA TaK MOMHO pelwuTb BCE. He yBepeHa, 4To oTel,
CMOXKET NPaBuUTb, €CAN ero pasym NOMepK HACTOJIbKO, HACKO/IbKO CYUTAEM Mbl.

MeTa 3anpbIrHyNla MHE HA KOJIEHW, CBEPHYACb KNYOOUYKOM M YKPbIAa HOC XBOCTOM.

— pnoddunH.
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CKkBO3b Mex eé roq1oc NPo3BYyYan rayLe.

— KOTEHOK, 4TO Tbl TYT Aeflaelb? — OH HAKNOHWUACA K HEeW M NpoBen nanabuem no wepctm. OHa
B34POrHyNa, HO ero NPMKoCcHoBeHMe AnA MeTbl He CTaI0 HENPUATHBIM, MHa4ve A 6bl ybpana ero pyKy.

OHa B3r/1AHyNa Ha MEHA, MOTOM Ha Hero.

— [onras uctopusa. TBOM KOHCOPT CKa3a/ia, YTo sl HY)KHa, M BOT A 34eCb.

Y Hero B3neTtenun 6posw.

— C akcnep? BoT gepbmo, HaBepHOE OHa B HacToALLEeM onacHoOCTH, aa’?

Al B3Ana YawkKy € Yaem M oTxNebHyna, npegnoynTas He oTBeyaTb. Hala mogHAna pyku wm
B3MaxHy/1a UMM, CIOBHO KPbIIbAMMU.

— Hu cnoBa, noka 34ecb cMAMT 3TOT NapeHb. A HEPBHMYAO M3-3a €0 PbIXKMX BOJIOC.

OHa noAMMUrHyNa, 4To6bl CMAMYUTL CBOM CN0BA, HO B HUX BCE PABHO 3aCE/10 a0 UCTUHDI.

Henosepue mexay HaWMMK CEMbAMM PA3POCIOCh U BLUMPb, U BIYOUHY.

KakTtyc 3acmeanca n cen nosagy meHs.

— Hana, a He coBcem pbiXKMI. Byaem cumTaTb 3TO HOBbIM OTTEHKOM PYCOrO.

OHa yCMexXHyNacb, U HaNpAaXKeHUe MeXKay HUMU UcYesno.

— Halia, MHe Hy»XHO HanTu UwenKy, — BbiNannna A, NOKa Hall Pa3roBOp CHOBA He YLWEN He B TO
pycno. Nan BO3MOXKHO, NOKa A He pewwnna OCTaTbCA 34eCb M NO3BOAUTbL OTWY FHUTb Tam, rae OH
OoKazancsa. — Tbl MOXelWb NOMoYb MHe? Unu Tbl, TpudduH, ecnm Halia He moxKeT?

OHU nepernaHyAuceo.

— He 3Hato, cTOUT M Ham nNomoraTb eil, — NpousHecna Halia, cNOBHO MeHA He 6blno pAZOM. —
OHa CHOBA HapyLWMWT NpaBKaa, U NOXOXEe 3TO B KAKOW-TO cTeneHu eé poK. OHa Aaxe He BbINMAA U
NONIOBMHbBI YALLKK Yato, a YXKe TpebyeT oTBeTbHI.

— [a, noHumato. letn ceityac TpebytoT HemeaieHHbIX 0TBETOB, — MPUPUH CKPeCTUN PyKKU Hag,
cTo/IoM. — HO ecnmn mbl et He NOMOXKeM, 4YTo Toraa? Bus cHoBa 3ateana uUrpbl, 1 MHe 3TO He HPaBMUTCA.
MeHbLuee, YTO Mbl MOXKeM caenaTb, 3TO NOAAEPKATb UTPOKA, Ha Ybto Nnobeay pacumTbiBaem, ga?

Al B3rnaHyna Ha KakTtyca, OH noKan nae4amun n ogHMmm rybamm npomnsHec:

— Crapukun.

MeTa 3axMxmKana, coTpAcanacb BCEM TE/IOM Y MEHA Ha KONEHSX.

3acTaBuTb ceba cnaeTb U XKAaTb ObIIO KAK MUHUMYM CNOXKHO. TepneHue — 3TO TO, YeMy MHe
NPUXOANNOCH Y4UTBLCA A0 cux nop. Ecnv a byay cnewnTb, MOMCKAaM OTLLA 3TO HE MOMOMKET.

fl OTKMHYNACb Ha Kpecne 1 NpUKpbIaa rnasa.

— Kyaa 6bl oTnpaBuTb MX Nyylle Bcero? — cnpocuna Hams.

FpUdPUH XMBIKHYA.

— Jlyywe K Yteuy, ero HanMTK nerye, Yem eplIMcTyio Muleliky, Tak? ITU LWHbIPAIOT Be3Ae Co
CKOPOCTbIO BETpA.

3BAKHYNA KPYKKa, Korga eé noctaBuaum Ha batogle, nocabiwanca 3ByK 0TOABUIaemMoro Kpecna,
a 33 HUM — CKpun gepesa. [lbiIMm OT KaMWHa 3aL,eKoTan B HOCY, U A BAOXHYNA ero, 3a4epKas B IETKUX.

[oe-To B CTYNHAX MOABWUICA MPPALMOHANbLHBIMA CTPAX TOro, YTO NOKMHYB Kpaln Ha 3TOT pas, A Bce
nepemeHto B CBOEW KM3HW. YTO yBMAeHHOe MHOM 4Yepe3 [lyx cTaHeT peanbHOCTbiO. Euwie oaHa
NPUYMHA HE TOPONUTLCA C OTNpaBaeHMeM. Hy>KHO y40CTOBEPUTLCA, YTO A He PBYCb KyAa He cneayer.

Al oTKpblNa rnasa, n obHapyxuna, Yto Haa He cBOAUT C MeHA rnas. A nposesa Nanbuem Nno
0604Ky YallKMu.

— WTaK, Bbl pewnnm?

OHa KMBHyNa.

— MbI paccKaxem Tebe, rae KUBET tOHbIN YTeu. E€ obyy4an M3rHaHHbIA dnemeHTasb, U OHa
AOCTAaTOYHO XOPOLLIA B CBOEM Aene HeCMOTPA Ha BO3pacT.

MpnddmH nocTyyan nanbvLamu No CToNy, nepemaHms MOE BHUMAHMUeE.
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— Eé 30ByT Kusenn.

OHM CMOTpPEenn Ha MeHsA TaK, CI0BHO €€ MMA MOTJIO YTO-TO CKa3aTb MHE, MOSTOMY A KUBHY/A.

— Xopouwo. Kusenb. A 0byumBLIMIA €€ DnemeHTanb?

MeTa cena y meHA Ha KoneHax. Korga oHa Tak caenana, Has ¢ noHMMaHnem nocmoTpena Ha
Heé.

— [eTa 3HaeT ero JOCTAaTOYHO XOpowo. Ho He Aymato, YTO Tbl Y)Ke roTOBa BCTPETUTLCA C HUM.
OHa e He roToBa, NpaBAa, KOLWKa?

MNeta 3amepna.

— He noHMmato, o 4yem Thbl.

FPndOUH NPbLICHYN CO CMEXY, XTOMHYB PyKaMu No CTony.

— BoT 310 ga. Aymato, byaer Becesno, ara?

— Tbl 3Haewsb, rae Musenb? OQHO 4eN0 — 3HATb €€ UMA, HO A He NuweiKa. MHe HyXHO 4YTO-TO
KpoOmMe MMEHW, 4TOObl HaUTK KOro-To.

He 6bln10 cmbicna BHUKATb B TO, O YEM OHM FOBOPWUAKU. YTO-TO C/yyaeTca UAW HeT, B ntobom
C/ly4ae PaHO UAM MO34HO MHE NPUAETCA UMETb C 3TUM LENO.

Halia BcTana U nomaHuna meHa 3a coboi. A nowna 3a Hel ewe rnybKe BHYTPb NycTOTENOr0
aepesa. OHa TMXO roBOpUaa MHE Yepes Nae4vo, NoKa Mbl L.

— OHa B ropoge ntogei, B bucmapke. B CeBepHoii JakoTte. Tam HET MarMn Bo MHOMMX acnekTax,
HO 3TO M3-3a TOrO, YTO NPUAET TyAa B byayLLeM.

MeHa npobpan 03HO6.

— Tbl BeAb BCE PaBHO MHe He pacCKa)Kelb, Tak?

— TakK. Mpamo cenvac Tebe HYXHO HalTW KmM3enb U HAaWTKM BbICTPO, NOTOMY YTO Tbl HE OAHA,
KOMY Hy*KHa MweiKa. U Tbl He 04Ha, KOMY HYXEH UCTUHHbIN YTeu, *nsenb - ogHa U3 HEMHOTIUX, KTO
MOMET XOTb YTO-TO YBMAETb U3 NPEACTOALLErO, N €€ Aap y*Ke 3aMeTun.

OHa B3A1a MO0 PYKy U CxKana eé obenmm ceommm. Koraa oHa ybpana pyKu, a pasBepHyna CBOLO
KMCTb Naf0Hbto BBEPX. Ha Helt nexxanu age sBewm. OgHa — cepekKa-pblbaLKmii KPHOYOK, MAEHTUYHDIN
TOMY, 4TO OHa gasana mHe nepeg NybuHol. Ero A noTepsana B CXBaTKe 3a }KM3Hb C PEKBUEMOM.

- 3auem 3710 MHe?

— Ero marus npuHagnexut Fnybuxe, Jlapk, — CKasana oHa.

Al Haxmypunacb. Mbl 3Hanu, 4yto oTey, He B MnybuHe. PuHAM nNpoyecana y ceba Bce Yroskuy,
NbITafACb HAWTK €ro, U A BEPMUAa, YTO OHa FOBOPUT NpaBAay.

Bropas Bewpb 6bina mHe 6amke. Cemsa MOPUHIK. I NPOKpyTMNa ero B nagoHu. OHO morno
NPopPacTN B CKYAHOM noyse novtn 6e3 Boabl, U OHO Cbef06HOE, HO ero poaMHa He sieca CEKBOM, U YK
€C/I1 Ha To nowno, To 1 He CesepHaa AmepuKa.

— MOKHO paxe He crpalnBaTb, 3a4€M U 3TO MHe, aa?

OHa ynblbHynacb 1 Nokayana ronosoi. E€ rnasa 3acmanu.

— Tbl y3Haewsb, Korga npuaét spema. A He Yteu, JTapK, HO A CAbIWy, KOr4a 3eMna WAET MHe
noAacKasku. lMonarato, Tl Aenaellb TaK Xe.

OHa cKoHMANa ronosy.

— benbln KameHb, 4To Tbl B3Ana 13 LlaxTbl. OH BCe eLwé y Teba?

Y meHsa rnasa Ha 106 nonesnu.

- [a.

— OH Tebe noHapobutca, JlapK. [lymato, 3STOT KameHb cnaceT Tebe *KM3Hb, Korga Tbl MeHbLUE
Bcero byaelb aaTb 3TOrO.

Kak Mor KameHb CnacTh M3Hb — 1 NOHATUA He nmena. Ho gosepsana e.

HaKknoHuBLLNCH, 1 0BHANA eé.

— Cnacubo.
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OHa o4YeHb OCTOPOXKHO OTCTPAHUAACD.

— He 6narogapu meHs, Nlapk.  nogTankmeato Tebsa Hapywntb Nnpasuna. Mpasuna, Hesbibnemoble
CO BPEMEH POXKAEHUA BOrMHEN HaLMX NepPBbIX NpapoguTene.

fl noXkana naneyamu, a NOTOM 3acyHyna B CyMKY Ha 60Ky gBa npegmeTa.

— [a, A 3Hato.

— W Tbl OCO3HaeLwb 3anpeTbl, HAPYLIAA KOTOpble OAHaXAbl, Tbl HAaBNEKaelb Ha ceba HakasaHue,
KOTOPOro He cMoKelb usberkaTtb.

Al Morna oTBETUTb NNLb OLHO:

— [a. A 3Hato.

— Xopouwo, — OHa Nox/sionana MeHs nNo naevy. — HacTynaeT Bpema KOMy-TO BCTPAXHYTb HaL MUP.
A paga, 4To 37O Thl.

E€ cnoBa yauBuan meHs, 1 A paccmennacs.

— Cnacunbo, HaBepHoe.

OHa NOATONKHYNA MEHA K OXKNAABLIEMY MYXKUYNHE.

—Nod. Uan yxe oTctoga. Tebs KAET AONTUIM NYTb C HECKONBKMMW OCTaHOBKamu. He 6eru choms
ronoBy, N03BOJIb Aopore camomn Teba BecTu.

E€ cnosa oTparkann mom cobCTBEHHbIE MbICAM, MOITOMY A OXOTHO yXBaTWaacb 3a HuX. Al He
CTaHYy MYaTbCA B NMOroHe 3a 0TUOoM, A byay NpoKNaabiBaTb CBOM NyTb BAYMYMBO.

Mo KpaliHen mepe A Tak NAaHUpYto.

Bbiias ot Hanun n MpmuddmrHa, mbl HanpaBMUANCH K KazapMmam DHAEPOB.

— Al ycnblwan, yto nyTb Byaet Aonrmm, — ckasan KakTtyc.

-Wn?

— B cmbicne, HacKONbKO MOKeT bbiTb TpyaHO? Mbl nobepémcs ao bucmapka, norosopum c
Yteuom, NMepeHecemcs, Kyaa OH CKaXKeT... — OH CMOTPEN Ha MeHA, @ A MoAYana.

MeTa maxHyna nanon emy B L0 C MOETO naeva.

— Mpunaypok, Tol gedbun. Ytey, He yKarKeT Ham YETKMI NyTb. CKopee BCEro, 3TO OKAXKeTCs KaKasn-
TO AypauKasa uUrpa, B KOTOPYK HamM NPUAETCA CbirpaTb, UAK 3aTpebyeT Kakon-nnmbo nnaTbl. YTeubl He
pa3bpacbiBaloTCA CBOMMM 3HAHUAMM NPOCTO TaK.

KaKTyc nameHunca B nnue, ynblbKa CcTana He TakoM APKOM, M MOKA3an0Cb, YTO M MUP BOKPYT
noTepan APKOCTb.  NOAHANA PYKY M NPUKOCHYAAch K MNeTe.

— Monerye. KaKTyc, BO3MOXHO, NpaB, U Mbl 0OHAPYXMM, YTO HALW NyTb NPAMOM M BbICTPLIN, KaK
cTpena.

Y MNeTbl 0OTBMCAA YENHOCTb, U OT HEEé Nepeaanochb YyBCTBO HegoBepuA. fl CxKana eé uyTb CUbHee,
4yTobbl 4O HEE powno. YacTnyHo TO, YTO Aenano Kaktyca camum cobow, 3To pagoCTb, KOTOPOWN OH
NEerko AeNUNCA C OKpYKaoWwmMmmn. OH yXMbIbHYACA.

— naBHOe He TepATb CMAYy AyXa.

BOT y»K TOYHO.

Al He xoTena, 4Tobbl OH OH Tak ObICTPO noracun 3Ty MCKpy. [MOTOMY 4YTO 4YTO-TO MHe
noAcKasbiBano, 4to A byay Kak pa3 Tem, KoMy OHa noHazobutca. CKkopee Bcero Toraa, Korga OH
y3HaeT 060 MHe 1 Jwe.

MNeTa nog moewn pyKoi paccnabunacb, CIOBHO YCAbllana MOM MbIC/IN, XOTS MOT/a CYMTbIBATb
TONbKO 3MOUUMN.

— Xopoulo.

Kpan Becb rygen, Korga Mbl BepHyAuCb. Jlloau nepemellanncb No [NaBHOM naowaau,
OCTaHaBAMBAACb N 06CYKAan YTO-TO OXKMUBJIEHHEE, YeM 0ObI4HO. fl MOMMMana NnepBoro, KOro ysHana.

— baoccom, 4TO-TO CAyYNNOCH?
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[JeBylwKa, KOTOpaa BMecTe CO MHOM npoxoauna Kypc obyyeHua DHOEpPOB, OCTAaHOBWUAACH U
passepHynacb B NONTHOM U3YMIEHUM.

— Jlapk, Tebe nydywe ybpartbes otctoaa. OH Teba nuwet. Yxogm!

MHe He Hy»KHO Obl/Io cnpalwmBaTh KTo M nodyemy. CKopee Bcero, BeTy BbipBanca u3 TeMHuubl. A
cxBaTuna KaKkTyca 3a pyKy M pBaHyaa K Kazapmam. 32 HaMW HapacTaau KPMKK, CNOBHO HaC 3aMeTUIn.
3710 1 He yausutenobHo. C pocTom B MeTp BOCeMbECAT A Hblia Ha A06pPbIX AeCATb CAHTUMETPOB BbilLe
b6onbwen Yactm myKunMH Kpaa 3a uckaouveHvem dwa m KaKTyca, C ero pbiKeh LeBestopon...
3ameTuTb Hac 6b110 NpoLe NPoOCToro.

MeTa npbirHyna c naevya.

— fl UX 3aTOPMOXKY.

— fl 6e3 Tebs HMKyAa He nonay! — ckasana s.

— KoHeuHo, HerT.

OHa 3apblyana n obpaTunack, NpUKpbIBaA Haw nober. Mbl ¢ KakTycom nomyanach K Kasapmam,
XOTA Yy MeHA BbINI0 }KenaHne OCTAaHOBUTLCA U BCTPETUTBLCA NIMLLOM K INLY C TEMM, KTO HanaaéT Ha Hac.
Cmorna 6bl 5 nobeantb oxpaHy? [a. Ho He nx BMHa, YTO BeTy — NAMOTCKMI KycoK aepbma. OHU He
3aCNYXKMBAOT M3BMEHMA U3-3a ero HeBEPHbIX pPeLleHNN.

Cnvwkom MHorue yxe normbam us-3a Kaccasbl 1 eé maxuHauuii. 1 He xoTena A06aBNATb B 3TOT
CMMCOK eLUg.

BopBaBLWMCb Yepes rnaBHbIM BXOA Ka3apMm, A 3acCTblla HA MeCTe, YBUAEB CTPAHHYIO KapTUHY.
Mocpeamn KOMHATbI CTOAN W € NOJHBLIMM PYKaMM YeN0BEYECKON oaeXAabl.

— Y BacC He Tak MHOIO BPEMEHMW, — OH Bpocun AxuHCbl U benyto dyTbonKy Kaktycy. — [LoMXKHO
nogouTK. 3TO C MOero nocsegHero Noxo4a B 3eMn togen.

KaKTyc noliman ogexay v 6bicTpo nepeoaencs. MHe Sw NpOTAHYA Napy BbICOKMX canor.

— [ymato, ecnm HageHewb ux, byaeT HopmanbHO. C TAaKOW BHELWHOCTbIO NOAN NPOCTAT Tebe
CTPaHHYIO oAexay, — CKasaa OH NOAMUTHYB.

Al B3ana canorv u Hagena mx. OHWM AOXOAUNM [0 KONEHA, MATKAsA Koxa obnerana NoAbirKKM.
TeMHO-KOpUYHEBbIE, CLUMTbIE U3 OJIEHbEN KOXKW, OHU BbIFO4HO NogvYepKkuBanu eweé b6onee TEMHbIN
OTTEHOK XWUNeTku. He To, 4ToObI A XOTEeNa COOTBETCTBOBATb MoAe. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE HYXKHO,
3TO CNUTLCA C NOAbMW HACTO/IbKO, YTOObI OHM MEHA HE 3ameyani.

3w npucen nepeno MHOWM Ha KOPTOYKM M MOMOT 3aLHYPOBaTb WX, 3a4eprKaB Nocsae 3TOro PyKu
Ha MOMX HOrax.

— byab ocTOpoXKHa, J1apkK.

— byay, — A npuKocHynacb K ero rosose 1 npobexkanacb NanbLamm No Bosocam, Ha MFHOBEHME
3a6bIB, 4TO Mbl He o4HW. [03a4aM Hac pacnaxHynacb ABepb, M BBaAunach Meta. E€ cepo-6enasn wepcTtb
6blNa B NATHAX KPOBMU.

A noxonongena ot y»Kaca. lNoyemy A He NOYYBCTBOBAaa €€ paHEeHUA?

—Neral

— fl B nopAaKe, 3TO He MOA KPOBb, — BblAOXHY/1a OHa. KaKkTyc noabexan K ABepu 1 3aKpbin eé Ha
3acoB.

— Ve nopa, — 3w obHAN MeHA 1 pa3BepHY K cebe nMuom. i NOHANA, YTO OH cerlyac nouenyet
MeHA, U oTBepHynacb. OgHo aeno — nbuUTb ero, gpyroe — 6pocnTb 310 Kaktycy B anuo. Ero rybol
KOCHY/IMCb MOEW LLEeKW, U B FNasax NOABMIOCbL CHayana yauMBaeHWe, NMOTOM CMeX, OT4ero A cama
yAblOGHYNACH.

KaKTyc cxBaTWU/ MeHS 3a PYKY W NOTalUUA K NeCcTHULE, a 3aTeM K KOMHaTe epemelteHunit. A He
BblpBanacbh, HO BCe CMOTpPE/a Ha JLa, NoKa Mbl yxoauan. Heyxenu Kaktyc He 3ameTun?

3BYK OT TapaHa 3a BXOAHOM ABEPbIO BbIBEN MEHSA M3 pa3mMblwieHnin. A copocnna pyKy Kaktyca u
nobexkana snepén. OCTAHOBLWUCL Y ABEPU CBOEN KOMHATbl, A B3AJa MANEHbKYH KOXAHYI CYMKY,
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KOTOPYKD MOXKHO 3aKpenuTb Ha nosce. A npogena ee, M NOMMMO AblMYaToro OpUNAMAHTA,
ynpasaaiowero Bo3sgyxom, nonoxuna BHYTPb BewM, KoTopble Aana mHe Hana. MocnegHum A
nonoxuna 6enpvin KameHb m3 Laxtbl. COMHeHU He 6blno, A CKNagblBana BCe, 3HaA, YTO MoOry
AoBepATb Haie.

fl B3A/71a HOX WM 3aCyHyna ero B rosieHuLe canora, NOTOM OTCTYNu/ia M BepHynacb obpaTHO B
Kopuaop. MonyaHue co cTopoHbl KakTyca 6b110 TaKMM CTPAHHBIM, KaK KPUK, YTOObl NpuBiedYb Moé
BHMMaHMe. BUAMMo, OH BCe Ke 3ameTu.

Pagom Haxoawunacb leTa, n OHa OTAaBana MHe CBOK MNOALEPMKKY, NOTEPLWMCb O MO HOry
CBOMM MyLWUCTbIM Tenbuem. A onycTuaa pyky u nornaguna eé. Yto 3a Hepasbepuxa TBOPUAOCH Y
MeHA Ha aywe. MoyTn Takas Xe, Kak Ta, KOTopyto ocTaBua nocne cebs B Kpae moli oTel,

[Bepb B KOMHaTy MepemelyeHunii bbina HacTeXKb OTKPbITa. Al WarHyia BHYTPb U, Kak 06bl4HO, Ha
MrHOBEHWe 3amep/ia B BOCTOpre OT TOro, YTO 34eCb HaxoAWNOCb. BbiNONHEHHana B BMAE 3€MHOro
Wwapa, oHa bblna abcontoTHO Kpyrnoi. CIOBHO Mbl 33N BHYTPb HALEN NAAHETbI U OTTYAa CMOTPENU
Ha CyLly U MOpA.

— B0O3bMM Ty NOBA3KY HA CTEHE, — CKa3aia A M NPUKOCHYNACb K MapALLeEMY M306paXKeHNI0O MMpa.
CKMMmaa 1 pasgBuraa nanbupl, A Hawna msobpaxkeHne CesepHo AMepuKM U Npubaunkana ero sce
CUNbHee, NoKa He yBuaena nycrowmn CesepHon [akoTbl, a 3aTeM ewg, YTobbl Pa3INUUTL CUAIOLLYIO
cTonuuy wraTta, bucmapk. HemHoro BbIpoBHAB M306parkeHne, A NpoTAHyNa pyKy. KakTyc 3asAsan
NOBA3KY, N A NONOXKMAA 3Ty PYKY Ha Apyryto. [NagKo NOAMPOBaHHAA KeapoBasa ApeBecuHa NOBA3KMU
CNIOBHO pPe30HMpOBasia C MOMM BULENCOM KaK KaMepPTOH.

— [Jepxunco 3a meHs.

— [lymaewwb, TBOM NapeHb CNPaBUTCA CO BCEM 3TUM? — cnpocun KakTyc.

Al pa3BepHynacb, 4To6bl NTOCMOTPETL Ha Hero. Hy xopowwo, ckopee 3106HO B3rNAHYTb.

— Tbl cepbé&3H0? Tebe NpAMO ceiyac HyXKHO 0bcyanTb 3TO?

OH CKan 4yentocTu.

— OH TBOM NapeHb?

— Het. A Tenepb He b6yab NAMOTOM, MPUAYPOK, U AEPKUCD 33 MEHA.

fl Ha3Bana ero, Kak lNeTa, U OHa XMXMKHYNA PAAOM, 06XBaTUB OFPOMHOM 1aNON MO0 FOJIEHb.

OH nocnywancsa, U A MOTAHy/AACb 3a KapTol Bucmapka oaHMM nNanblem, APYron PyKow
NPOBEPHYB HapPy4HYO NOBA3KY. MUP BOKPYr UCNAPUACA, U MEHSA 3aTAHYNO B YyXKMe BOCMOMUHAHMUA.

BornHa-Matb, Bce Bpema 3abbiBato 06 31Ol ocobeHHocTu [lepemelueHuin. BoHycom Ko
BNAAEHUIO cMoM [lyxa WAO TO, YTO MEHSA 3acacbiBaso B YyXKMEe BOCMOMMHAHMA KaxKabl pa3, Korga s
Mepemelanacb He oaHa.

Al noHageAnaco, 4TO 3TO ByAET BOCMOMUHAHWEM [eTbl.

Monyynna BocnomuHaHue Kakryca.

Kpai cTan He TakMM, KaKMM OH ero 3anomHuA. HeT, KpacuBble UBETYyLME PacTeHMA OCTa/IUCb
BCe Te Xe. Ho BuTalowee B BO3ayxe HacTpoeHue bonble HanomuHano LWaxty. OwyuieHune, 4to aogm
HanyraHbl, CTpax, 4To 6onblue UX 4OM He TaKoM He30nacHbIN KaK paHblue.

OH Haxmypunca n npobexxanca pykoi no Bosocam.

OH 3aMeTUN NPOMENbKHYBLUYIO PAAOM BAOHAMHKY C M3ALWHBIM M3rMbom benep v BCTan Kak
BKONAHHbINA. Mo nunuy pacnonsHacb yablbka. Ecam pagom Jlapk, TO OCTa/lbHOE YyXe He BaXHOo.
MobekaB, OH NOMbITANCA AOTHATb €€, HO OHa UcYe3na B CYUTAHHbIE CEKYHADI.

Kasapmbl. HaBepHoe, oHa HanpaBuaacb Tyaa. OH NOWwén 3a Hel, KMBaa Mo MyTUM 3HAKOMbIM
TeppanuHram.

— KaKTyc, MHe HY»XHO NoroBopuTh ¢ TO60M.

OH pa3sBepHynca u yausunca, ysmges [eTy, cngawyto Ha 6peBHe Ha ypoBHe rna3 nepeg,
BXO40M B Kazapmbl.— HeBe3yyan KouwkKa, yero tebe?
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OHa cKkpuBmMnace.

— Y MeHA eCcTb UMA, NPUAYPOK.

— Y70 K, NOKa Tbl HE NepecTaHelb 3BaTb MEHA NPUAYPKoOM, A byay 3BaTb TebsA Tak.

OH noHWMan, 4To 310 pebAYecTBo, HO HE MOT CAEepPKATbCA.

— Tbl N106OMLWb €€ He TaK, KaK el Hy»KHO, — CKa3ana [eTa, BBeAs ero B CTynop.

— B cmbicne? Al eé nobato. YTo MoXKeT 6bITb He Tak.

MeTa noka4ana ronosoun.

— Tbl Nt0BGULWL €€, HO N06BN HeAOCTATOUYHO. B eé Ku3Hu. JIloboBb cnabHa, NpMAypoK. Ho TBOA
NI0OOBb HEe TO, YTO HYXKHO eé cepauy. M yK TOYHO 3TO He Ta Nto60Bb, KOTOPON Thbl Xo4ellb OT Heé. C
OXUAAHUAMM U MPABUIAMU U TEM, KaKOM Tbl XoYellb e€ BUAETb. A BUKY TBOM XenaHua. OHa He Ta
YKEHLLMHA, KOTOPAA OCTENEHUTCA U CTAHET Mamallel ANA OpaBbl AETULLEK.

OH yXMbINbHY/CA, CIOBHO NbITa/NCcA He AaTb 3a4eTb cebs eé cnoBam.

— Tbl HE MOKeLb 3TOro 3HaTb.

— Bugmweb, Tbl AaXke He oTpULaeLlb.

— A ponkeH?! KoHeuyHo A 6bl xoTen 3aBectu € Jlapk geTen. ITO eCcTeCTBEHHO, Korga ntobuulb
KOro-To.

OHa cTana BblAM3bIBATbL 1EBYHO ANy U YMbIBaTb €10 CBOE YXO.

— Al eé damunbap, Nnpuaypok. A yyBcTyto eé notTpebHocTn. OHa He HyxaaeTcs B Tebe.

CKNOHMBLUUCH K HEN U MOHM3UB FO10C, OH NPOU3HEC:

— A A 1 He Xouy, YTOD OHa BO MHe Hy»KAanacb. fl xouy, YTobbl OHa MeHA XoTena.

MeTa npuABMHYNACb K HEMY TaK 6/1M3KO, YTO OH YyBCTBOBA/ €€ AblxaHue.

— XenaHue ewwé He Bce. /ItoboBb ewé He Bce. OHa BblbepeT TOro, KTo MOMMET U MOMOXKET el B
NpPeacToALMX UCMbITaHMAX. U 3To Byaelb He Tbl.

Ero oxBaTtnn rHes, a BMeCTe C HUM B KPOBM pa3sropenacb cuna OrHAa.

-A.

— He Tbl, — OHa B340XHYyNa M NOKa4ana ronoson. — Yxoaun. Tebs 3gecb He XKAyT.

MN3HYTpKU NOAHANOCD KefaHMe HAabpoCcuTbCA HA HEE, N OH cAeflan War Hasaz K iecy U noganblue
OT Kasapm. OH He xoTen, 4Tobbl JIapK yBUAENa ero TakMm — 3/1biIM U Ha rpaHu cpbiBa. M Bce M3-3a
napbl HaNyrasLMX ero c/10B, C/10B, 3aCTaBUBLLUKUX ero 3a4ymaTtbCA, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, MeTa npasa.

OH noweén Npoyb OT Kasapm.

— Tynasa KowkKa. Tl owmnbaelwwbca. A TOYHO 3Hato.

Ho comHeHuAa ocTanucb. COMHEHMA, YTO OH MAET 3a NPU3PAKOM AEBOYKM, KOTOPYIO 3Han
paHblue. TON, KaKOM OH €€ MOMHWA MU MO3BO/INA PACTM B CBOMX Me4Tax, KOTOpble MOM/IN HE UMETb
HW4Yero obLLero ¢ peanbHOCTbHO.

Yto, ecnn NeTa npasa?

Yto, ecnu Jlapk ero He nobut?
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I's1aBa 6

Al OYHyNacb OT ero BOCMOMWHAHMMN, KOr4a Mbl OKa3aancb B bucmapke, HO BCKOMbIXHYBLUMECA
9MOLMM, HUKAK He XOTeNn yCNoKameaTbCA. TAXKENOo Abllwa, A NbITaNacb CNPABUTLCA C NepesaBLINMUCA
MOeMy cepauy OTYasAHMEM M YYBCTBOM OAMHOYEeCTBA. A 3aKpblaa rnasa M NONbITanacb OYMUCTUTb
ronoBy, nonbiTanacb M36aBUTbLCA OT YyBCTBA BMHbI 3@ OTCYTCTBME BO MHe TOW Nto6BM, KaKon xoTen
Kakryc.

— Oi1, Tbl TaM B MopsaaKe, NpuHUEecca? — OH HaBWUC HAaAO MHOW HamHoOro 6auke, yem 6bin
A0KeH. fl OTKpblaa rnasa u BMecTo ronyboro Heba ysuaena 3enéHole rnasa u GUPMeHHYo yblbOKy.

— [a, B nopsaake. N He 30BM meHA TaK. HMKorga eto He Hblia M HUKOraa He 3axotena bbl 3TOT
TUTYN, AaXKe ecnuv 6bl MHE NPeaNoXKUN.

Al TONKHYAN ero B rpyAb, U OH oToABUHYACA. B 6enon dytbonke, AXKMHCAX U TEMHbIX BOTUHKAX OH
BbIrnAAeN... YenoBekom. A e sbirnagena... dHgepom. Ho Swy A gosepana. Ecam oH cumtan, yuTo A
cnpasntocb, ecnn byay BbIrNA4eTb HEMHOIO MHaYe, Tor4a Tak U caenato.

OT mbicnert 06 3we BMHA BEpHY/lacb M NOAHANACb BHYTPM, KaK TOLWHOTA. YCuanem BOAMU A
nogasuia eé u BcTana. A He CTaHy YyBCTBOBATb BUHY M3-3a Nt06BM K Jwy. [leTa KMBHyNa MHe B 3HaK
NoALEPKKM.

— MNoyemy Ha camom gene Tbl NOWEN CO MHOWN?

Mbl cmoTpenu gpyr Ha Apyra, U ero B3rna4 notennaen.

— fl 3Hato, 4YTO NtO6MLWb ero. 3Hato, YTO NOULBL MeHA. XO4y NOKasaTb, YTO NOAXOXKY Tebe, Jlapk.
Yto goctaToyHO xopouw ana 1ebs. M egMHCTBEHHbIA cnocob nokasaTb 3TO — ObITb 34eck. BbiTh Tam,
roe A fonkeH 6bln ocTaBaTbCA BCe 3TU rogbl. PAgom c Toboi.

B ropsne noABMACA KOM, B yLWax 3a3BeHEeN0, A NOHANA, YTO OH FOBOPUT MHE NpaBAay, KaK BUAMUT
eé cam. XoTa He Aymato, 4To emy 6bl NOHPaBUCA pe3ybTar.

MeTa BbipBaaa MeHA N3 MbICNEN.

— Y710 XK, AaBanTe UCKaTb YTeua. Bbl 3HaeTe, rae MMeHHO B bBUcMmapke eé UckaTb?

Al NoKayana ro/sIoBoOM, B TO BpeMs KaK KaKTyc KUBHy.

— OTKyAa Tbl 3HaewWwb?

OH yxXmblnbHyACA.

— pnddnH Koe YTo Aan MHe, Ha3blBaeTCA aaa-apec.

OH noaHAN NNCTOK Bymaru.

A B3ana ero.

— OH He goKeH bbin, ga?

— HeT. Ho oH 3ameTnn, 4To, BO3MOXHO, Mbl MOTEPAEM Kydy BPEMEHU B MOUCKax YTeLa, no Bcel
BUAMMOCTM OH AYMAET, YTO NOYEMY-TO Tbl, BEPOATHO, MbITAELWbCA OTTAHYTb 3STOT MOMEHT.

Al B cMyLLEHMM pasrnagbiBan bymary.

— JTO TaK? — OH CAPOCK/I MAFYE N HEXKHEE, YEM O MOEMY MHEHMUIO A 3aCNyKMBana.

Al oTopBana rnasa ot 3annCcKM 1 3acTaBuNa cebs BblAepKaTb ero B3rnag,

— A He 3Hato. A... OTUy HYXXHO, YTOObl Mbl ero Hawau. Kpat HyXHO, YTOObl Mbl HAWAX OTUA.
Benne HyXHo, YTOBbI Mbl HalW/M OTLA, — A 3aMO14aa, BAOXHYNA nornybke, u Bbinanuna: — Ho A He
3HAl0, YTO HYXKHO MHe.

O, KaK CNOXHO 6bl10 NPUHATL 3TO. KaKTyC KMBHYA.

— Hy, Mbl TebAa He Toponnm. fl COBCEM He NPOTUB.

OH B34 MO0 PYKY U Nepennén HaWu nanbubl.

TOYHO TaK Ke, Kak Mbl genanu ¢ dwem. Ho a He ybpana cBow pyKy. i cmoTpena Ha Hawwm
nanbubl.

— KakTyc, A He xo4y Teba paHuUTb.

— W He paHuwb. A Bepto, YTO caenaellb NPaBUAbHbIN BbIGOP.
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Yepsusoe pgepbmo. A BbicBO6OAMNACH M3 €r0 PyK M CHOBA MOCMOTPENa Ha JIMCTOK C aAan-
apecom.

HanucaHHoe gna meHs 6bi10 beccmbicanuen — Kakue-to umdpbl, 569, U1 eaNMHCTBEHHOE CNOBO,
CmunT. BeposTHO, Ans nogen 3To 4YTo-To 3Hauuno. fl ornsaenachb. [ae Ta AeBYLIKA, YTO HYXKHa MHe?
Bce BOKpYr noxoAmam Ha MypaBbeB: OHM TONMWUAUCH M PA3Be YTO APYr NO APYry HE NA3UAN — TaK UX
6b110 MHOTO.

Mbl CTOANM Yy OrPOMHOIO KBagpaTHOrO 34aHUA, nepes KOTOpbIM pacnonaranca GnaarwTok ¢
nogHATbIM pnarom. Ha dpnare 6o11m nonocol, B yray — 3se3abl. OH MHe Aake NOHPaBUACA.

— MoeT 6bITb, B 3TON KOPOOKE KTO-TO KUBET.

Al coenana HECKOJIbKO LWAros No HanpasAeHUIO K ABOMHbIM ABEPAM, BeAyWwMm B KOPOOKy, Kak
3aBM3Kasla CUrHaM3aLUmMa, Pe3oHUpPYs, CI0OBHO cTago GelleHblx rapnuin. A xnonHyna ceba no beapy,
rae BUcesno Konbe.

MeTa NpbIrHy/aa MHe Ha naeYyo.

— Bcé HopmanbHO. ITO NHOACKOM cnocob onpeaensaTb BpemMs.

3aBblBaHWE, BU3T NPEKPATUACA TaK e BHE3AMHO, KaK M Havyanca. 1 onyctuna pyku.

— Moyemy 6bl MM NPOCTO HE MOCMOTPETb HAa NONOXKEHWEe CONHLUA? 3a4eM O BPeMEHU A0/IKeH
co0bLWaTb 3TOT Y*KaCHbI BU3T?

YTO C HUMM He TaK?

— JleHTaun, — npobybHUNa oHa.

PacnaxHynncb ABEpM OrPOMHOrO 34aHMA, BbINYCKAa Hapy)Ky MOTOK CMELMXCA, KpUYaLLmX,
TONKAKOLWMXCA U Pa3OMBAIOLLMXCA HA TPYNNKKU Ntoael.

MHe noHagobunacb Uenas MUHyTa, YToObl OCO3HATb, YTO Nepeao MHON. Bokpyr 6blan oaHM
NnoApOCTKM, BCE A0 eANHOro. MX KU3HEHHble CU/bl KNyBUIUCb BOKPYF HUX, CNOBHO yaeW; OHWU Bbinn
KaK M4yenbl, a BOBCe He MypaBbW. M NpAMO KaK B y/Ibe OHM NPOAOAMNKAN BbIHbIPUBATb U3 OFPOMHOIO
34aHUNA-KOPOOKM.

. nonATMAMCb, MNOKa He ynepnacb CNMHOM B OrFPOMHOE [JepeBO, 3aTeHsBLIee YacTb
npuneratowen pagom 4oporu.

— Kak BoobLiEe mbl HangEm eé B 3TOM xaoce?

KaKTyc B34 B MeHSA 3anuCKy.

— MNokay NOCMOTPIO, 3HAET /1N KTO-HUOBYAb, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT.

He ycnena A ero ocTaHOBMTb, KaKk OH PWHYACA B 3TOT NOACKOM B3pblB. OH C NErkocTbio
NAaBMpPOBaA B TONNE, U C U3PALHOWN A0NEN N3YMNEHMA A OCO3HA/A, YTO OH Cloga BNMcbiBaeTcA. B Hem
He 6b110 cTpaxa. A 4NA MeHs 3TO MecTo H6bl10 MPOCTO NePenoNHEHHbIM.

— lNeTa, noYemMy MHe TaK TAXKeNo HaxoanTbes 34ecb? CNOBHO BO MHE BCE UX IMOLUM WU...

— 370 [lyx. B nogpocTkax 6ypnat amounn: 3n106a, cTpax, HageKaa, 1toboBb U HEHAaBUCTb. U Tbl
nosyyYyaellb NPUINYHYIO 403y BCEFO BMECTe.

MeTa npurKana CBOK LWEKYy K Moel, M 4yacTb TpesBorn yuwna. lNpucytcteue [MeTbl 6blio
A0CTATOYHbIM, YTOObI MOMOYb MHE YCMUPUTL SMOLUMN.

— Al 6bl HUKOTAA@ HE CMOTNA XUTb CPeaUn HUX, AarKe ecin Bbl MeHA U3rHaNMW.

— He ynomuHam n3rHaHume, — ckasasna oHa. — 9TO He CMeLLHO.

— Mo KpaiHel mepe y MeHA ecTb Tbl.

E€ monyaHuA xBaTnao, YTobbl HaYaTb HEPBHUYATb.

—MNeTa, ecnm MeHs U3roHAT, Tbl OCTaHEeLbCA CO MHOMN?

— Het. U3rHaHmne 13 munpa dnemeHTanen OTHMMaAET BCe NpaBa U GaMUNbAPOB, — Yy HEE APOrHyA
ronoc. — Y meHa 6bln ogMH NOAONEYHbIN, KOTOPOro u3rHanu, Jlapk. Tebe HM K yemy Takas cyabba.
dnemeHTans oxeatbiBaeT 6e3ymune, 1 OH TaK UM MHAYe HaNAET CBOM KOHeL.

— Y70 OH caenan?



LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

Al He Oblna yBepeHa, YTO AENCTBUTENbHO XOTesna 3HaTb. Ho pa3roBop nomoran AepaTtb
yenoseyeckne asmoumm noganolue. llomoran NPUTBOPUTLCA, YTO A HE YyBCTBYHO COTEH NOAPOCTKOBLIN
nepeXKMBaHUM, NPOCAYNBAIOLLNXCA YEPE3 MEHA.

— OH 6bln acaccMHOM npeglecTBeHHMKA PnameTThbl.

— Hackonbko OH npeycnen? — He NOMHI0, YTOObl KOrna-Anbo ciblwana ob yaaslienca nonbiTke
ybuiictsa.

OHa ¢blpKHYyNa.

— Ero usrHanu, n ®nametra ctana Koponesoi. O yem 3To roBopuT?

KakTyc roBopua ¢ Tpems AeByLLIKaMM1, U JaXKe Ha PAaCcCTOAHUM A MOT1A NOHATb, YTO OH O4apoBan
nx. OHN XMXMKanuM, NONPaBAAAN BOMOCHI TaK M 343K, CTPOA emy rnasku. OgHako moAa ronosa 6bina
norpy»eHa B pa3roBop c leToi o €€ M3rHaHHOM NOAOMNEYHOM.

— Tbl 3HaNa, YTO OH cobupanca caenatb?

— Het, — npowwunena lMeTa.

— He epwwucb. A cnpawuBato TONbKO NOTOMY, YTO 3Hato TebAa. Ecnm 6bl Tbl 3HanNa, Tbl Obl
nonbiTanacb 0OCTaHOBUTb ero. MpaBuAbHO?

— EcTecTtBeHHO.

YT10-TO BbIAABANO B HEM COMHEHUE, OHa He bblna yBepeHa. BepHOCTb NogoneyYHbIM NPOHMKaNa
el Nog, KOy, AarKe ec/n OHM OKa3bIBa/INCb MAMOTAMMU.

— Al coenato Bce OT MeHA 3aBucAlee, YTobbl He NocTaBuUTb TebAa B NoaobHoe MnosoXKeHue, —
CKasana fA.

OHa cHoBa ¢blpKHYa, HO Npomonyana. KakTyc noaberkan K Ham cCHoBa.

— Tbl He NOBepULLb, 3TOT aga-4Pec NPAMO 34€eCb. ITO WKOAA, @ 3HAYUUT, Kulenb rge-1o B 3TOM
Xaoce, — OH MaxHy/a PyKOW Ha3agd. — TONbKO 3TN AeBYLWKKU e€ He 3HatoT. A cnpocuA.

MeTa 3aBepTeia r0N10BOM B Pa3Hble CTOPOHbI.

— UNwm eé aypy. OHa cUAET KaK CBETAAYOK.

A npocKkaHMpoBana Tonmy.

— 34ecb HeT HMYEro, XoTb OTAA/NIEHHO HAaNOMMHAIOLLLErO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE.

— Hy oHa He bygeT C KpblnbAMW M TOBOPUTb Ha HEBEAOMOM A3blKe TOXKe He byaeT, JlapK, —
CKasana [lerta.

Jonrne mMuHYTbl Mbl TaK U CTOAAM U CKaHMpOBaAW Tonny. K Ham nogownun gsoe B3pOCAbIX B
KOoCToMax. [1aBHbIM U3 HUX OblA NOYTM NONHOCTBIO CeAbIM C HAMEYAOLWMMCS KUBOTOM.

— Mory 4em-To NoOMoub?

— Mbl MLWEem Koe-Koro, Haly noapyry, — cKkasan KakTyc, NpMMeHUB yMeHMe MATKO obLwaTtbeca ¢
NoabMu. Bo3MOXKHO, A1a 3TOro nytewecTBmA oH Obln AydlwmMm nonyTyMkom. Jw 6bl Ha ero mecre
3bIPKHY/1 HA HKX, YTOObI OHK YLK NobbicTpee.

[Boe B3pocabIx ftoaeln noaHANN 6poBU.

— Mogpyry? MorKeTe Ha3BaTb €€ UMA? 34eCb YacTHaA TEPPUTOPUA.

YT0-TO B MX rosioce n NnosBeaeHuUn 3aCTaBUNO MEHA NPUKOCHYTLCA K pyKe KaKTyca.

— Mbl no3xe BcTpeTnumca ¢ Her. NMonaém.

BoeByto CTOMKY A y3HaBana cpasy, Kak ToNbKo Bugena. Jltoboit N3 Hac Mor 3acTaBuTb MX yNacTb
Ha KOJIEHM U MOSINTb O MoLWae, HO 3TO He Hal cnocob peweHua Npobsiem ¢ AOAbMMU.

KakTyc nocmoTpen Ha MeHA BOMPOCUTENIbHO, U A MaxHyna ronoBoi B CTOPOHY. Mbl oTOWAM, HO
OCTaNOCh TAXKEI0e OLYLEHNE, YTO 32 HAMU CNegAT.

— MeTa, oHKU Tebsa BMAAT?

-[a.

— Ho He moryT noHATb.

—To4yHo. Ecnm a cama Toro He 3axo4y. Ho yalle Bcero A onpeaenéHHO He Xouy.
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Mbl HanpasuauMcb NpoYb OT LWKOAblL. Tonna nopenena, U BMecTe € 3TUM YMEHbLIWNOCh
olLyLLeHNe YyKux B3rnagos. 1 obepHynacb. [Boe My)KUMH ywan.  OCTaHOBMANACL Y OrpaKAeHuA
BOKPYr No/aA no3aam WKoabl. OTKPbITOE None ¢ naeanbHO NOACTPUNKEHHON TPAaBOW, HO HXU eaUHOro
¢dpyKToBOrO AepeBua. HM caga, HM uBeToB. Kak cTpaHHO MMETb TPaBYy M HUKOFO Ha HeWl He nacTu. B
4yem cmblcn?

N3 34aHMA BblneTena AeByLiKa, e€ ¢purypa C/IOBHO Nbliana U3HYTPMU.

— BoH, — A yKasana Ha Heé, noka oHa 6exxana B cepegMHy OrpPoOMHOro nons. A cxsaTunach 3a
MeTaN/InYeckoe orparkaeHne w nepemaxHyna ero. Kaktyc 6pan pagom, a [leta Bnepeaw,
HaNpaBAAACb K AEBYLUKe.

Ho He Mbl O4HM cNewnan K Hew.

Bcnosiox YEPHOM MaHTUM NOABUACA M3 34aHUA U ObICTPO NpubanKanca K Heit. YépHbin Opo3ng,
[obepéTtca bbicTpee, ecnn A YTO-HUOYAb He caenato. Halia okasanacb nNpaBa, HE Mbl O4HU XOTeNU C
Hel noobuaTbes.

Al WenKHyna pyKom B ero CTOPOHY, B3A4blOMB NOA HMM 3eM0, HO OH BOCMO/Nb30BasCA
YCKOPEHMEM U MPbITHYA BNepéa,.

— Mpoknatbe!

Al 3a4epnHyna cunbl 3eMAn U yaBomaa CKopocTb. A AomKkHa AobpaTtbca Ao Heé bbicTpee.

Yero 6bl HM xoTen oT Heé YépHbi Apo3a, Aobpa el He KaaTb.

He BaHO, Hy)KHa nn Ku3enb emy camomy, WaM OH 34eCb, YTOObl 3aTOPMO3UTb MOU MOUCKU
oTua. B ntobom cnyyae, 1 4oNKHA ero oCTaHOBUTb. MMMO MeHA NponeTen OrHeHHbIN Wap 1 Bpe3ancs
B YepHoro [po3aa, 3acTaBMB €ro feTeTb BBepX TOpMallKamu. [leBylwKa 3akpuyana M ynana Ha
KoneHwu. Meta gobpanacb 40 HEE NEPBOI U CBEPHY/IACb BOKPYT HEE.

Ytew egBa M gopocna Ao NOAPOCTKA, ecnn cyanTb No pocTty. Peb6éHoK. Haia oTnpasmaa Hac K
pebEHKYy.

Jlnuom K YepHomy [po3ay A onycTmaacb Ha KoneHu snepeaun Yteua.

— He BbicoBbIBaiics, *Kuseno.

— Kr0 BbI?

— [py3bA.

— [Opy3bAa He WBbIPAOT OFTHEM APYT B Apyra.

Al He pUCKHyNa 06epHYTLCA K HEN.

— paBUbHO, TO/IBKO OH He Hall ApYr.

B Hawy cTtopoHy Hanpasunca YépHbit [po3g, 6yaTo He ero TO/MbKO 4YTO MOACTPEnnnu
OTHEHHbIM Wapom. XOTA ONATb YKe, OH BNAAEN CUION BCEX NATU 3/1eMeHTOB... C/IOKHO NpeacTaBuUTb,
YTO MOMKET ero paHuUTb. BO3MOXHO, HUYErO, KPOME X0104HOM OCTPOM CTaNN.

— Jlakcnep, Tbl yXKe HauMHaellb MHEe He Ha LWYTKY HaJoeaaTh.

YépHbiii [lpo3a BCTan OT Hac B ABaALATK dyTax.

— CyuTail 3TO B3aMMHbIM, — A BCTaNa, Ao0cTasna cboKy Konbe, coeaAnHUB 06e NoM0BUHbI, U TKHYNA
UM B €ro CTopoHy. — lNopa yxoauTb, ManbyuK.

OH pepHyAncs, CNoBHO OT yaapa. Yto, nonana B A6n104k0? CnesoBaTenbHO, OH MONOA, TONbKO
MOJI0AbIX NAapHEN, NbITAKOLWMXCA [0OKA3aTb CBOK 3PeNOCTb, 3a4€BaeT, KOrga nx 30BYyT «MasbiMKamMm».

LLINpOKO YXMbI/IbHYBLUMCb, A MAaxXHy/1la KONbem Bnepéa,.

— CKaXkn MHe, NoXKanymncra, 4to tebe Hy*KHO oT Kunsenb?

— BoT yXX TOYHO, 3TO He TBOE feno.

HapesAcb Ha ero owmnbKy, A pe3Ko TKHyAa KOMbeM B HEro.

— KaK pa3 3aHumatocb Tem, YTobbl MPEBPATUTL 3TO B CBOE, LLLEHOK.

OH 3apblyan, AOKa3biBas MOW NPeAnoNoXKeEHUA. XapaKTep Y Hero 6bin eweé ToT, U OH He nbun,
Korga ntoam Aymanu, YTo OH C/IMLLKOM HOH.
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— Mos nto60Bb XO4eT NOrOBOPUTL C HEM, — BbIMIOHY OH TaK, CI0BHO 3TO Aa/10Cb HENETKO.

— Tbl UMmeewb BBUAY Kaccasy, Tak?

YépHbiii [Apo3a NOAHAN PYKWU, U BOKPYr HAac NOAHANCA BETep, B MEHs yAapwua Pe3kuit nopbis,
pa3BoOpayMBan Haslapg 4O TOro, KaK A ycnena 3auenutbca 3a YTo-HMbyab. A netena B BO3ayxe, N0BA
b 0bpbIBKM MHOOPMAUMKM BOKpyr. MNeTa Buenunacb B 3emto, YTobbl yaepKatb *Kusenb. Kaktyc
ncyes u3 Bnaa.

B3gbibunace 3emnfa, M A CUALHO yAapuaacb, NPU3EMIMBLLUMCE Ha MOMy M /JONaTKM.
MepeBepHYBLINCb, A MTHOBEHHO OKA3anacb HA YeTBepeHbKax. B copoKa ¢pyTax OT MeHs OT XKeCcTOKoro
BeTpa wepcTb MNeTbl xogmMna BonHaMKU. HKu3enb Hayana BbICKANb3blBAaTb M 3aKpuyana, obxsaTaBas
pykamu weto [eTbl.

— He pgan emy meHsa 3abpatb!

[BMXKMMaA HeobxoAMMOCTbIO 3alLMUTUTL MX, A MOHecnacb NpPAMo Ha YepHoro [po3pa. OH
3aMeTUN MOE NpUBAMIKEHWNE, U IMHUMN CUAIbI CTANN NOAHMMATBCA MO ero pykam. B camyto nocnegHtoo
CeKYHAY A 3arHyna CBOIO PYKY 3a CMUHY M LWWBbIPHYAA B Hero Konbe. OHO eTeno NpAMo emy B cepaLe.

OH pes3Ko OTKAOHMUACA, U yaap NPULIENCA B ero naeyo. BCKpMKHYB, OH NOAHAN PYKY U NOBOAMUA
€0 No nJievy Apyrom.

OH ucyes BO B3IMETHYBLUEMCA BO34yXe, a MOE KOoMnbe BOLWNO B 3eMJ/I0 38 TeEM MeCToM, rae
TONbKO 4TO 6b1n YepHbit [po3a. Cpasy e ynerca Betep, U A CTOANA TAXKENO NepeBoaa AblxaHue oT
HanpAXKeHUnA.

— VY Hero noBsA3Ka gna MNepemeweHnii, — ckasana MeTa, Koraa A NoAOWANA K HUM.

— [a. Noyemy OoH BOCNO/Ib30Ba/CA et ceiyac? Ceiyac, Korga A xoTtena, 4tobbl OH ocTanca.
EpyHAa Kakaa-To.

— MoeT 6bITb, OH TPYCUT? — TUXO CKasana Kusenb. — HacTaBHWK roBOpuA, YTO TPyCbl BCerga
yberatoT npyu nepBom paHeHUH.

XoTta eé cnosa HbIIM BEPHbIMKW, A COMHEBANAaCb, YTO 3TO HAW BapuaHT. A He 3Hana, B 4Yem
NPUYMNHA, U 3TO MEHA TPEBOXKMIIO.

— YTto TaKoe noBA3Ka ana MNepemeLteHnin? — npucarkmeBasacb cnpocuna XKusenb. E€ poikeBaTo-
KalwTaHoBble BoJsIoCbl 6blAM B nonHOM bGecnopagke, a cBeTno-ronybbie rnasa Kasaaucb MNOYTH
NpPO3payvyHbIMK, KOrAa OHA B3r/IAHYAA HA MEHSA.

—MNocToi, — a npucena nepes Helt Ha KOPTOYKK. — Tbl NoHANa MNeTy?

— Ara. A ke Yteu,. Ha meHA npaBmia He pacnpocTpaHatoTes, — cnabo yabibHynacb oHa.

A NpoTAHyNa ell CBOIO PYKY.

— MeHs 308yT Jlakcnep. N a dnemeHTanb.

OHa Bnokunna ceoto.

— A meHAa —usenb. A 3HaNa, YTO Thl UAELL. Y TebsA BNepean MHOro paboTbl. BO3MOXKHO gaxe
6onblie, yem ocosHaelwb. Ho... napeHb B YEPHOM naaLLe. Tbl ero 3Haewob?

C6oky nogbexxan Kaktyc, Taxeno nepesoas AbixaHue. Mo ero ckyae BHWU3 CTeKaNa KPOBb.

— 370T Y610 40K WBbIPHYA MeHA 06 CTeHy.

CreHa cToAna B TpexcTax MeTpax oTcioaa.

— Ha aT0T pa3 Ham nosesno.

Al ornAHynacb BOKPYr, MOHMMAsA, YTO Npasa. Mbl HAXOAUAUCH HA OTKPLITOM MPOCTPAHCTBE, MO
Kpasm KOTOpOro ctoanu aoan. [laxe ceilyac HEKOTOPbIe CMOTPENM Ha Hac. YépHbli [po3a BoBCe He
rayn, xoTa u monoA. OH Xaan, Korga a ocnabHy n byay ogHa, 4Tobbl ogoneTb 6e3 npobaem.

— CKopo OH CHOBa Hanaaét Ha TebAa. Tbl KOe-4yTo caenaellb, U 3TO Pa3bAPUT €ro U 3acTaBuT
nepenTn rpaHuupl. Tbl HaBpeaAulb TOMY, KOro OH nbuTt, — cKasana Kusenb, ycTpemus B3rnsag
BHUKYyAa. — Ho OH 3HaeT Tebs, JTapK. 3HAeT Nyylle, YeM Tbl ero.
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A momorna en BCTaTb, pPeWWB HWUYEro He OTBeYaTb. MonyaHMe — MNPeMMyLLecTBO, 4acTo
ynycKkaemoe TeMM, KTO TOPOMUTCA NONYYUTb OTBETbI. ITOMY MEHA Hay4ynaa MaTb.

MeTa obepHynacb KOLWKOM, U A NOAgHANA €€ Ha PYKWU. KaKTyc BbITalwmAa 3acTpsBliee B 3emne
KOMbe MU OYMUCTUN HAKOHEYHMK, Nepes TeM KaK OTAaTb MHe.

— Kyaa Tenepb?

A nocmoTtpena Ha Kusenb.

— EcTb mecTo, rae mbl Moran 66l NOroBoOpUTL?

unsenb nepesena B3rnag c meHs Ha Kaktyca n obpaTtHo.

— Oymato, aa.

be3 ganbHenwmnx 06bACHEHWI OHA HaNPaBUAACh K AepeBbAM NO3aaM Nyra.

Al nowna pAaAOM, NOPAXKAACb, KaK TaKOe IOHOe Marmyeckoe CyLliecTBO MOT/0 BbIXXUTb B MuUpe
YKECTOKOCTU U CMEePTW.

— Teba obyyan dnemeHTanb, NPaBUAbHO?

OHa noKkpacHena.

— [a. C pecatu ner.

MNaTb ner.

BONBWMHCTBO M3rHAHHbIX JNEeMeHTaNen HeZOoAro NPOTArMBaEeT BAANIEKE OT AOMa A0 NOTepwu
paccyaka. Ha BTopow rog TocKa No oMy NepecunnBaeT BCe Apyrue HyXapl.

Al B3rnAaHyna Ha KakTyca, 4Tobbl CNpOCUTb, 3HAET M OH KOro-HMbyab W3rHaHHOro NATb NeT
Ha3ag. OH NoKayan rosIoBOM, NOHAB, O YEM A XOTeNa CNPOCUTb.

— MHe HMYero He NPUXoAMUT Ha YM.

Hukoro. Hukoro He 6bino. fl 1 Tak 3TO 3Hana, NPOCTO XoTena, Y4tobbl OH noaTBepama. Ho ato
3Ha4YMNo, 4TO HblN KTO-TO paHbLle. XoTA... HeT, HEBO3MOXKHO.

— A KaK 3Banu Toro, KTo obyyan 1eb6s?

OHa npoKawnanace.

— Ero 3o0ByT TanaH.

Al cHoBa ob6epHynack K KakTycy, a OH NoKavan ronosoi. EMy 3To Mma ToxKe HMYEero He roBopuno.

— lNeTa, ecTb Kakne-HMbyab NPeANONONKEHHS. ..

— Her.

Mos KOLKa CnpbIrHyna Cc naeva un ybexxana A0CTaTOYHO ganeko Bnepés, 4tobbl A He cmorna
roBOpUTb C Hen. Tak yTo MNeTe MMA M3BECTHO, M OYEBUAHO, YTO OHO YTO-TO 3HAUUIO ONA HEE.

Al ckpmBMAa rybbl M 3aKYCUA HUKHIOKD, 064yMbIBasa MHPOPMALMIO.

— TaK Tbl }XMBELIb C POAUTENAMM?

OHa noKkpacHena ewé ryue.

— Het. A cupoTta. Ho y MeHA ecTb YKPOMHOE MecTo, MHe ero nomor Hahtu TanaH. TonbKo...
Moxanyncra, He roBopute B Moen WKone. OHM OTNPABAT MEeHA B LETCKMN AOM, a fi He cmory... f
6o/blle He BbiaepXKy. ITo bbin aa,.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha MeHs ¢ MoJIbbo1A.

— A HUKOMY He CKaXKy.

EE naeun NOHUKAN, U CHOBA HABMCAA TULLKHA. A B HEWN KPYXKUIM HEBbICKa3aHHble BONPOCHI. KTo
Takon TanaH? OTKyaa ero 3HaeT [leTa? M Kak Takol toHbIA YTel, CMOXKET NOMOYb MHE C NMOMCKaMM
Nwenkn?
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I'maBa 7

Jom HKusenb Haxoannca nocpesm HEOCBOEHHOro panoHa. Co BCcex CTOPOH BUAHENNCb HAANUCH:
«[pogaétcar», «[pogaHo», NMpogaHo», «Mpogaércar.

TeopeTnyeckn A NOHMMANA CMbICN NPOAAXKM YHACTKOB 3€M/IM, HO ANA MEHA 3TO 3By4ano rnyno.
KaK KTO-TO MOXeT KynuTb 4acTb KMBOrO OpPraHM3ma v Ha3eaTb eé ceoen? Jlioan — namnoTsbl.

BHyTpM goma Haxoamnocb mano mebenn. HecKoNbKO CTynbeB, KyXOHHbIA CTON U MEXOBOW
KOBPMK Ha NONYy Nocpeam KOMHaTbI, [NeTa cpasy e NpuHANacb ero 06HIOXMBaTb.

— CTpaHHbIM 3anax.

— OM4, OH UCKYCCTBEHHbIN. A Bbl HUKOrAa He B3Ana cebe HaCToALLNI MEeXOBOM KOBED.

Al MegneHHOo pa3BepHyaacb OCMATPMBAACH.

C aTom mecTe 6b1N10 YTO-TO He TaK, MHE XBaTWUI0 CEKYHAbI, YTOObI NMOHATL 3TO.

— Tbl TOXKE UX YyBCTBYELWb? — CNpocuna *Kusenb.

A obepHynach K Heu.

— Koro?

— [lyxoB, — CKa3ana oHa nNpocTo 1 H6e3 cTpaxa.

Al noaHANa pPyKy B NPOCTPAHCTBE MeXAy HaMM.

Mexay nanbLamu 3aBbliv NOTOKM BO34yXa.

— [a. A A-To gymato, 4YTO 3TO TaKoe.

Oywn mEpTebix, B 0COBEHHOCTU Te, YTO PAAOM C YTeuom M3-3a NtobBM MM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH,
4acTo OCTatoTCA B oMme cBoero Yteua. KayT ero.

unsenb ynblbHyNaCh.

— Y MeHsi ecTb KHUra, No KOTOPOM A y4yyCb. XO4y BOCMO/Nb30BaThCA €k, YTOObl Nomoub Tebe.
TanaH roBopun, YTO A AONXKHA PACLIMPATL CBOM BO3MOXKHOCTU, MbITaTbCA HAXOAUTb HOBble CNOCObbI
CuunTbIBaTb FrpAgyLLee, YTOObI BUAEHNA BblNN ACHeE.

He poxunpaacb oTtBeTa, oHa nobexkana BBepx MO NIECTHULE, TOMAA, KaK CTafo Pa3bAPEeHHbIX
6ynBonos. 1 nokavana rososoi, n Kaktyc 3acmesnca.

— 3ameTunna, Kak H6bICTPO OHA BbIKMHYNA U3 TON0BbLI HANAAeHWe Ha Hac?

MNeTa KnBHyNa.

— JTO YyAecHOe CBOMCTBO HOHOCTU. BbICTpo 3abbIBaThb, Kak 6/M3KO Tbl OblA K CMEPTH.

Al cena pagom c Helt Ha KOBPUK, CKpecTuB HOrM. OHA CBEPHYNACh Y MEHA Ha KOJIEHAX, NMOI0XKUB
ronosy Ha 6eapo. A nornaguna e€, HO HUYEro He cTana cnpawmeaTb NPo TanaHa. Kem 6bl OH HK Bbin,
OHa ewé He roToBa paccKasaTb.

Korga pewuT — A eé BbiCAyLato, A HAYy4YnNacb JoBepATb €€ cy*KaeHnam. OHa NPoJONKUTENBHO
BblAOXHYNA Myp/bIKas.

— Al ckopo pacckaxy Tebe.

Ynbl6HYBLIKCD, A NOAHANA FONOBY Ha 3BYK CTana HGM30HOB, MYaLLMXCA NO NeCTHUUE. IToMy
pebeHKy HM K KOMY He yacTcA NOAKPACTbCA.

*usenb warHyna B ABEPHON NpPOemM C OrPOMHOM KHWUIOW, pasmepomM MOYTK C eé TynoBuLe.
KokaHaa 0610KKa bblna B N1eCeHN U TPELMHAX, KOPELIOK OT/IOMaH, a CTpaHMUpbl noTpenaHbl. Koxa
06N0XKN YTO-TO HANMOMMHANA, HO A HE MOF/la BCMOMHWUTb, YTO MMeHHO. CNOBHO A yXKe Buaena
NoAO0b6HbIA PUCYHOK, HO y3HaTb €ro C TaKMMW MOBPEXAEHUAMWU He morna. bonee Toro, 06n0Ka
npusnekana BHMMaHne. MaccnBHaA NeHTarpamma, Bbipe3aHHaA Ha /IMLEBOM CTOPOHe, OCTaBanachb B
NPEeKPacHOM COCTOAHMU. Bonockl Ha 3aTblike BCTanu Ablbom.

— KHura 3aknnHaHuiA, — npousHecna A, 6opAch B }KenaHMeM BbipBaTb Y HEE KHUTY U LWBbIPHYTb B
6ankanwee nnams.

*Kunsenb ynbibHynaco.

— [la, Tbl 3HaewWsb, YTO 3TO?
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— Tebe pgan ato TanaH?

OHa nobnegHena.

— Hert, oH... OH ywén, a NOTOM A Halua 3TO Ha YepakKe.

[arke cnnsb yAINTKKU He Bosiee CKOMb3Kas, YeM Ta HAK/JIOHHAA, MO KOTOPOW OHa MoLwAna.

— MOMKHO B3rIAHYTL?

OHa c¥Kana YentocTu, a B rnasax NoABUICA CTPAHHbLIN OTOHEK.

— OHa moA. 370 A eé Hawna.

OHa cpoenana war Hasaa.

MeTa HM3KO 3aypyana.

— OH b6bl He xoTen, YTobbl 3TO NOMaso K Hel.

ManeHbKuit Yteu, Haxmypunacs.

— Bbl He x0TUTe, 4Tobbl OHA OCTanacb y meHA. Ho oHa MOA!

OHa pa3BepHynacb, YTobbl ybexkaTb.

Al KMHYNacb 3a HEM NPAMO € N0, NpPecekas eé NonbITKK BblpBaTbcA. KHMra oTnpsaHyna, a noTom
obepHyna meHA coboto, CKMMan cBoe 0610KKOM, KaK NMUTOH.

MUTOH, BOT M3 Ybel KOXMK caenaHa 0b6n10XKKa. KHUra ckMmana MeHs CU/ibHee U CuabHee, a A
nbiTanacb Aplwate. YepHoro Apo3aa nobopoTb A 6bl cMoraa, Ho 3T0... KHMra npoTaXKHO 3awmnena m
NPOAO/MKMAA MEANEHHO /TIOMATb MHE KOCTH.

KakTyc 6pocmaca Ko MHe M NPUKOCHYACA K KHUre. fl ycTaBMAacb Ha €ro nasblibl, NOTOMY UYTO OHM
3acuAann, a obnoXKKa nog, HUMM 3axpycTena. KHura gepHynacb M oTnpaHyna ot meHs. CygopoXKHO
B340XHYB, A PBaHYy/a 3a Hel, HO KaKTyc meHAa onepeaunn.

— fl e€é noiman, — cKasas OH.

Kak TONbKO OH CKa3an 3TO, KHUra cTana NbITaTbCA BbITAHYTbCA W PACAAOWMTBLCA, YTOObI
06epHyTbCA BOKPYr Hero. Bokpyr ero pyK nobexann BCNoOAOXM CUAbI, U TaM, T4e OHM Bblau rnyboKoro
CMHEero uBeTta, NoABMAOCL NAamsA. KHMUra BbIBEPHY/IAaCb U3 €ro pyk, a *Kusenb 3aKpblna AagoHAMM
nuo.

— HET, HeT, A He Xxo4y ocTaTbcs ogHa!

B gome noaHsnca npuspadHbii BeTep, caysas naama Kaktyca. lyxu oma U AyXu KHUMM Bblan
Pa3HbIMK AYXaMM.

— OHa Hala, OHa Halwa, — CAbIWANCA TOHKUIN TON0C U3 KHUTK. KaKTyc BLENUACA B 0ON0XKKY, U
€ro njams To ONycKaaocb, TO NOAHMMANACb MO PyKam, MOKA OH C HEW Cparkancs.

Al obowna ero n nputaHyna K cebe HKuzenb. A 06HANA €€, 3amLLAA COBCTBEHHBIM TENIOM.

— OHa He TBOA. HMKTO He NpuHaANeXuUT Ayxam 3n1a.

Moa cuna [yxa TO)Ke BoOCNpsnia, HO A nogasuna eé. B nocnegHuii pas, Korga A
BOCNO/Ib30BaNaACh €10, A CTepsia Pasym CecTpbl.

OpaHako A ycrnena 3ameTUTb cneabl OT UCNOMIb30BaHMA [lyxa Ha HKusenb, ocTaBAeHHble APYTUM
dnemeHTanem, OHU C/NIOBHO AOPOKHbIE KapTbl BEAM K cepauy 4vepes pasym. A npowsa no HUMm,
nossonAa [lyxy ycnokoutb eé M AaTb olyuwleHuve nwbsu. [aTb et Bepy, 4TO A cpenato Bce
BO3MOXHOe€, YTOObl 3aLWUTUTD eé.

BOKpyr Hac BO34yX NOTPECKMBAA OT CTAaTMYECKOrO 3/IeKTPMYECTBA, MNOKa/blBaa KOXY W
aneKTpusya Bonockl. CBeT NobEK, N BOKPYT HAc ¢ *n3eb He 0CTaNoCb HUYETrO KPOME MOK/IbIBaHUA.

— Nlapk! A 1e6s He BMKy! — ronoc KakTyca npo3By4an CNOBHO OTKyAa-TO M34aneKa, XOTA OH
Haxo4WCa AaXKe He Yy AafibHEN CTEHbI.

A He obpaTnia Ha Hero BHMMaHUs, NOTOMY YTO, KaK yAaB, Hac CTaa CMMaTb Bo3ayx. HKusenb
aXHyna 1 CxBaTMAAaCb 32 MEHA XYAEHbKMMU PYKaMMU.
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— MNeTta, nomorn! — egBa cmorna A BblAABUTbL C/I0BA, NOKA pa3pyliMTebHaa TbMa NPUMKMMaNa
MEHA K NOJy, 3aCTaBAAA BCTaTb Ha KoMeHU. HKusenb TPACNO, @ A NbiTafacb 3aWUTUTL €€ OT Yero-To,
YTO HaC aTakoBano.

damnnbAap NpuKana HOC NPAKTUYECKM K MOEMY YXY, U AaxKe Toraa eé rosoc Kasanca cnaboim m
apebesxalmm.

— Ucnonb3yn Oyx, Tebe npngérca. 3g4ecb NPOTMB TbMbl TOJIbKO TBOE CepALe, MLb 3TO CNacéTt
eé.

— fl He Xxouy HaBpeaUTb eN.

Al He morna KoHTpoauposaTb [lyx, A MOHATUA He MMena, Kak 3To aenaetca. [lonkeH ObiTb
apyroi cnocob.

Musenb BCKPUKHYNA, U €€ BbIAEPHY/I0O U3 MOMUX PYK, 3aTAHYB B OKpPYXaBlUME HAC TeHu. f
BCKOYMNA Ha HOrKU. Bbibopa HeT. Ecam a cobupanack cnactm eé, To gpyroro Bbibopa HeT. A OTKpbINACh
Lyxy, n oH paspocca B moem cepaue, NyabCcupya, CN0BHO XUBOE CyLLECTBO.

Al BbITAHYNA PYKM, M TbMa CTasia Uc4e3aTb BOKpYr nanbues. [Ba wara Bnepén — M Hawnacb
Kunsenb, CbeKMBLUAACA Y HWMMKHUX CTyneHem necTHuubl. BOKpyr HeE KOpuYMAMUCb TEHW, HbIpAa M
BbIHbIPMBAA U3 TeNa, a OHa Aepranacb U CTOHana.

— Moxkanyiicta, — wenTtanu eé rybbl, He M3aaBaa HU 3ByKa. XoTAa KaKTyC M CHKEr KHUry
3aKMHAHWUK, HacenaswKe eé ayxu... Ux Toxe Hy»KHO Bblno cxKedb, 3TO BbiNo Tak e Heobxogmmo,
KaK U CXXUraHme CTpaHUL, KOTopble HEeKoraa CAyXuUan UM NPUCTaHULLLEM.

— Tebe npuaétca BNycTuTb UX B ceba, Jlapk, — ckasana Meta. — OgHaxAabl A BUAENA, KaK 3TO
Aenan Mov NoAoNeYHbIN. BNycTu UX U YHUUTOXKb € NnoMoLLbio [yxa, JlTapK.

Oyxn xoxoTann n megneHHo nonetenu ot HKusenb. OHa OTNPAHYNA OT KPYXHALLMXCA MUCKP,
cobuparowmxca B NynbCcuMpyowmii wap. HackonbKo onacHbl MoryT 6biTb Kyudka ¢elpunosobHbix
UCKP?

— [aaaa. Bnyctu Hacccc. Xa-xa-xxa-xaaa, — 3Ba/IM OHU, U BecTenecHble LWynanbla BbICTPENNAN B
MO0 CTOPOHY, UX FO/10Ca 3BYYa/IM TO Bbllle, TO HUXKe NpobupatowmMmm 40 KOCTEN MOAYNALUAMMU.

[a yK, 6boapalle, Heyero ckasatb. 1 OTNYCTUAA KOHTPO/Ib HAA, 91EMEHTOM U OTKMHYNA FrOoBY
Ha3ag,.

— Hy 4TO }K, NOCMOTPMM, KaK Bbl CPaBUTECH C PaBHbIM cebe conepHUKOM.

be30buaHbI CBEPKAIOLWNI AP BPe3asicA B MEHA C TAKOW CUMNO0M, YTO MeHA OTOPBaso OT Nona.
MeTa 3aBM3Kana Tak, YTO BOOCHI BCTaM Abl6om. A 3aKpbina ri1asa, a Moé Tesi0 Pa3BepPHyN0Chb. ITO He
6blna 6opbba ¢ maTepuanbHbIM 0OBEKTOM, MO3ITOMY MHE HE HYXKHO Obl/1I0 CMOTPETL, Kyaa MATW.

Horun KocHynucb nona, n A oNycTuaacb Ha KoneHu. Toma... OHa NOAMUIHYNA MHE BHYTPU MOero
CO3HAHWUA TaK, CNOBHO Mbl CTOAAM NIMLOM K Anuy. Ha MeHs cMOTpeno M yxmblnanocb, obHaxuB
3a0CTpEeHHble 3ybbl, AUTA He cTaplie HKusenb ¢ YEPHbIMM, Kak Be31yHHaA HoYb rnasamu.

— Tebe He cnepoBano Bnyckatb meHA. CO MHOM yKe MomnbiTafacb CPa3uUTbCA AEBYOHKA, U
MOCMOTpPU: TENepb OHa BCE AeNaeT, KaK cKaxy A. OHa 6bl Aaxe Teba nobeauna, HO He xo4eT. U BOT Tbl
cama BnycTuia meHs. Tbl MeHA He cunbHee. Tbl 6ecnonesHa.

BecnonesHa. ChoBo 06BMAOCH BOKPYT LUEN, KaK NET/A, BbICACbIBAA KMU3Hb HETKAHOW BEPEBKOMN.
OHa ycmexHynacb, CBEPKHYB OCTPbIMM 3ybamu.

— CnoBa. OHM UMEIT OFPOMHYIO CUAY HaZ CNnabbiMu CyLLecTBaMM.

HeT.  He NO3BONO 3TOMY NPOU3OTH.

Al peaHyna snepén, npuxKas eé K nosy. OHa BM3XKana M KONOTUAA MeHA, a TbMa BCe NAOTHee
onseTtana teno. fl npuxana eé cunbHee. Mbl Bce NOrMbHem, ecnm A He Npeanpumy 4To-To — U BbICTPO.
A oTKpblnach [yxy, U AeBYOHKA NOA0 MHOM 3acTbina.

— Het! OH posnKeH 6bin 6bITb NocneaHMM! Bonblue HUKOro He A0/IKHO bblio ocTaTbes!
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OHa M0n10TUAA MO MHe NaA0HAMM, A A 3aroHANa BHYTPb Heé [lyX, N30 BCeX CU/1 BOABAMBAA B HEE
NYyAbCUPYIOLLMIA CMEPTENbHbIN CBET.

— Tbl HE MOKOHYMLWb CO MHOM! ACTpna, He MoXeT ymepeTb!

OHa Hayana CBETUTbCA, NO AULY WM Teny Pacnon3anucb TpewuHbl n 6oposabl. EE nanbubl
BMUINCb B MOU C HAMEPEHUEM BbIpBaTb UX. A HAKNOHMAA FON0BY, CKaBLUUCb BCEM TEOM.

— Tebe meHA He 040/1€Tb, — 3apbldana oHa. Mou nanblbl COCKONL3HYAU, U ACTPUA, BblPBanach,
pacrnaxHyB YEpPHbIe rnasa.

— CyKa. fl yHNUTOXKY TBOIO AyLuy.

Kaxkabli BAOX OTHEM XKer Nérkne, N30 BCEX MOP Ha Tene cTpyunca not. [lyx nobneckusan rae-to
Ha 3a4BopKax. OpraHmnsm Tepan saary.

AcTpua, WwarHysna B MO0 CTOPOHY M NpoTAaHyna pyKy. OcTaBliMeca KpolweyHble UCKpbl [yxa
Tenepb CBepKaan y eé nanbues. Ecnn A He cmory y6paTb OT HEE PYKW, He AyMato, YTO BOObLLE CMOry
nobeauTb eé.

Nosasnnacb ogMHOKanA cnesa. A CMOpPruyna eé.

—Toraa A 3abepy Tebs c coboi.

A oTKpblnacb 1 yxy un 3emne. MeHA 3anonHuna cmna 3emnau, a [lyx nepennénca c Hew, Kak
NOBOBHMK, HAA0NTO PA3NyYEHHbI CO CBOEN NONOBUHON.

AcTpug 3apblyana:

— Het. He 3abepéuwb.

Ha npeaene ckopoctu A nNpbirHyna Ha Heé. OHa yBepHy/iacb BAEBO M 3106HO mornagena Ha
MeHA MPULLYPUBLLUCL. MCKpALMECA OroHbKM NOBAEKNM, CTaB TaHLYOWMMKU TeHAMU. A BbIKMHYAA
Brnepén pyKy 1 cxsatuna eé naeyo. A BoasaMBana B Hero nasblibl, NOKa OHa He 3aKpu4yana.

MocnepgHuii WaHc. Mbl ynanu Ha noA, n A 06xBaTuaa €€ pykamu 1 Horamu, Npuxas K cebe.

OHa uapananacb 1 Kpuyana, U3BMBanacb U CONPOTUBAANACL. TEHU HbIPAAM B MEHA, 3aN0oaHAA
HO34pPW U POT A0 Tex Mop, Korda A yxe He morna BAOXHYTb. [yx u 3emna — 37O BCe, YTO Y MeHA
OCTanocCb. A OTKPbINACL MM, NO3BOJINB U3NUTLCA B HEE Yepes MeHsA.

OHa 3acTbl/la B MOUX pyKax.

— Hert. HET!

Al oTKpbina rnasa. Mbl 66K NMLOM K AUy, A BUAENa, Kak eé rnasa CBeT/NetoT, YEpPHbIe TeHU
6nepHeloT, NpeBpaLLan LBeT rnas B 3e/1EHbIN.

— HeT, — npowenTana oHa.

E€ nMuo cHoBa NOLW/O TPewmMHamMM, OHU 3abpanncb Nog KoxKy. TpewmHbl YBEANYUANCD, U K3
HWX XNIbIHYN NOTOK CBETA TaKOWM CUAbl, CIOBHO OHa NPOra0TUAA coNHue. MHe nepesanacb eé nevyans.
Eé 601b H6bl1a HEBLIHOCMMOI, U A HE MOTNa He UCMbITbIBATb FOPEeYb 3a TO, YTO CAeNana C Hell.

3a TO, YTO OKasanacb NPUYMHON eé 60sn, XOTA Yy MeHA M He OGbino Bbibopa. OHa MoprHyna
3e/1EHbIMU T1a3aMMU, TIAAA HA MEHA.

— Cnacubo.

— lpoctn, — cKasana A u paspywuna eé cywHoctb. [ywa AcTpua U TbMa, KMBLUAAB B HEMW,
paccbinanmcb. CHavyana B MOem CO3HAaHWKM, @ MOTOM CHOBA BbICKONb3HY/1A B peanbHbi mup. Ho B aTOT
pa3 YaCTUYKM BbIN CTO/Ib MANIEHBKMMU, CTONIb HE3HAYUTEIbHBIMM, YTO YKe He MOrIn MHOULMPOBATL
APYTYO KHUTY 3aKIMHAHWIN UK Apyroe CyLLecTBo.

Taxeno Abiwa, A 0CO3HaNA, YTO HAXOXyCb Ha yeTBepeHbKax. HanpoTuB meHA, Ha CTyneHbke
NecTHUUpl cuaena Xusenb ¢ rnazamm Kak baogua.

— Y10 cnyymnoch?

— ... pacnoTpolwwmnna eé. Pazopsana Ha KpoLLeYHble KYCOYKMU.

— He 3Hana, 4To Tbl 3TO ymeellb.

— Al TOXKe.
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Fonoc xpunen, cNOBHO s 6exKana Yepes NycCTbiHIO.

Kakryc.

A obepHynacb 1 yBuaena, YTo OH CMOTPUT Ha MEHA TaKMMMU }Ke OFPOMHbIMU rNasamm, Kak u y
0,EBOYKMN.

— Al TOXKe He 3Ha/, YTO Tbl TaK MOXKelLlb.

Al noXana nne4amu M NOAHANACHL HAa HOrU. 1 He [OoMKHA 6blna YyBCTBOBATb HENOBKOCTb, HO
yyBcTBOBasia. CNOBHO MOSA CUAa — 3TO rpex. Tpacack, Musenb B3aa1a MeHA 3a 3anAcTbe.

— Tbl NOX0OXKa Ha Hero.

«Moxoxa Ha Hero». Ha TanaHa, Toro, KTo y4m eé NoNb30BaTbCA CBOMMM CMOCOHBHOCTAMM.

N Bapyr meHs oceHuno. [JosKHO bbITb, OH dnemeHTanb [yxa. Man, BO3MOXKHO, NOJIYKPOBKa,
KaK 1.

— bornHa-Martb, A He ogHa.

CnoBsa cnetenm C yCT 40 TOro, Kak A ONOMHMAACh.

Mpsamo nepea Hamu Hag, ropKoM nenaa oT KHUrK ctoan KakTyc ¢ Bce ewé nobaeckmBaoLWwmmm ot
OrHA pyKamu.

— Y 1e65 ecTb COBOK?

[a, coBcem He reponyecKkme ca0Ba, KOTopble A OXMaana ycabiwatb. Ho B 3Tom Becb KaKTyc.

'Munsenb nokayana ronoBOMN.

— OTKpOWn ABepb, — CKazana A, KNBHYB B CTOPOHY 3aZ4HEN ABEPM.

OH nogoWweén K Her, OTKPbIA, U B MOMELLEHMN CHOBA NOAHA/CA BETEP, BblAyBas Nenen OT KHUMN
3aKNMHaAHWUIA, U1 BMECTE C HUM aTMocdepa BHYTPU AOMa YCNOKOUANACh.

A nornagnna Xusenb no ronose.

— Tbl NOHMMaeLb, NOYEMY Mbl COXKINM €€ N YHUUTOXKUAM €€ NPU3PaKoB?

— [la, — eé ronoc 6b1n egBa cnblweH. — Cnpawnean.

— A Tbl roTOBa?

fl oToaBUHYNA €€ Ha pacTosiHME PYKK, YTOObI B3rNsAHYTb B r/1a3a.

OHa caenana rnyboKMin BOOX WM KMBHYNA, a KakTyc 3aBopyan, 4To s CAMWKOM ObICTpo
NPUHYXKAA0 e€ AencTBOBaTb. A Nocnana eMy Hef0BONbHbIM B3rnsa4. B yem-To OH Bce eLwé octaBanca
TeM e cymacbpogHbim pebEHKOM, KOTOPOro A 3HaNa B AeTCTBE. BbICTPbIM Ha NOABEM, KOrga HYXKHO
npuAaymaTtb Urpy, U TaKUM MeaanTeNbHbIM, KOTA4a HY»KHO cAenaTb, YTO roBopAT.

— 970 eé paboTta. Ei npuaértca genatb 3TO M30 AHA B AEHb A0 KOHLA XXM3HWU, MOTOMY YTO OHa
NbiTaeTcA HalTK BanaHC MexXay TeM, KTO OHA eCTb, U TeEM, KEM OHA X04eT ObITb, — OH HaXMypuacA. —
He cmoTpu Ha meHA TaK, KakTyc.

usenb BcTana.

— A cmory. A... A aAymana, KHUra 3akIMHAHUIN NOMOXKET MHE CTaTb cu/ibHee. o KpaliHen mepe, —
OHa B3A/1aCb PYKOM 3a rON0BY, — TaK Ka3anocCb, KOraa A eé untana. Tak oHa MHe CcKasana.

— KHWUIM 3aKAMHAHWI — 3TO OHEBHMKM BeAbM M YTeLoB, CTAaBLIMX Ha CTOPOHY 31a, — [leTa
ynernacb y Heé mexkny Hor. — OHM NPMBAEKAIOT AYXOB 3/1a, KaK mea — MyX. Tbl He nepBan, Koro
06Benn BOKPYr nanbla, U Tbl He nocneaHsA. Tebe noBesno, YTO Mbl OKa3aUCb PALOM CO CBOEM
muccuent. Monunce, 4Tobbl 6e3ymmne He ycneno B3pacTuTb B Tebe cBOM cemeHa.

[leBoYKa KMBHYNA, TAXKENO B340XHYB, MPOLIAA B LLEHTP KOMHATbI U Ce/la Ha KOBPWUK.

— Jlakcnep, Tbl He mor/ia bbl cecTb HAaNPOTUB?

OpHako. Tenepb Mo cyuwectsy. fl 3ayBarkana eé ewé 6onblue, yBUAEB, KaK ObICTPO OHA B3ANa
ceba B pyKu.

TONbKO CUMbHBIN ceEpALLEM MOT TaK CNPaBUTbCA.

— Tbl Xouewb 0b6cyaMTb NNaTy? — cnpocuaa 1.

OHa BCKWMHY1a 6pOoBb.
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— Tbl cNacna Moo AyLly, 3TOM NAaTbl 4OCTAaTOYHO.

A nogowna K KOBPMKY U cena HanpoTtme Heé. OHa NoAHANA PYKY M B3Aa MO NIeBYIO 1aA0Hb.
OHa cnerka nmosoauna Mo Heu ManbLaMM, HA*KMMas TyT U Tam, HECKO/IbKO pa3 MOBEepHyna eé,
NPULLYPUBAACbL TOMY, YTO BUAENA UL OHa.

— OHa CKOpO BbIMAET 3aMy3K? — BbIMaAnA No3aan meHAa Kakryc.

Al B34 pOrHyna oT 3ByKa ero ronoca 1 Heg,0BoAbHO 06epHynack K HEMy Yepes naevyo.

— Her. Al He BMKY cBaabby eLé oyeHb 40T, eC/IM HE COBCEM, — HECKOJIbKO 3a4yMYMBO CKa3ana
Musenb. — ltobosb. CtpacTtb. Cekc. Ho 6pak ana Heé oKOoBbI, CBSA3bIBAIOLINE KPbIbA U CAOMAAIOWNE
eé.

— 3T0 He MO BOMpPOC, — BblAaBWAA A, pyras npo ceba KakTtyca 3a To, YTO BMeLLanca.

— MHe XBaTuUT U 3TUX TPeX KOMMNOHEHTOB, — CKa3an OH, NpuUCeB PAAOM Ha KOPTOYKU. A pesKo
06epHynacb 1 cepbE3HO NOCMOTPENa Ha Kusenb.

— Tbl roTOBa K MOemy Bonpocy?

OHa noKa4vana ronosow.

— Eweé HeT. A cneayto 3a IMHWEN TBOEW KU3HM, — OHA NPOBENA NajabLem No Moen NAfJOoHU. —
OHa Takaa nHTepecHas A1a MeHsA He Kak ana Yrteua.

Al HaKpblNa eé NafoHM CBOEN.

— fAl 3aecb He pagy cobCTBEHHOM XU3HK, YTeu, A 34eck, YTOObI CNAcTU APYryto XU3Hb.

— TBoero oTua, 3Hato. 1 3To BMXKY. HO Tbl AO/IKHA HANTWU ero, NOTOMY YTO OH 3aCTPAN B TEHAX
csoero 6esymua. He mory pasrnageTb ero YETKO, OH CKPbIT OT MEHA CIOBHO MJIALLLOM.

MHe He NOHpPaBUAOCh, KaK OHa Bblpa3uniacb. ITO BEPHYA0 MeHA K mbicaam o YépHom [po3ae.
Echn ero novmann KaccaBa un eé nobOBHWMK, TEOPETUYECKM OHM MOTIN CKPbITb €ro CBOUM
3aKNMHaHWeM. Xusenb NpoaoaKUNA:

— KT0-TO He xou4eT, 4To6bI Tbl €ro Halwa, — e€ rnasa caerka bnecHynu. — fl npasa?

Al B3aOXHyNa c obneryeHnem. EWE ogmH Wwar Ha NyTW, war, KoTopbii 3alMET Bpems. A 6bICcTpo
KMBHY .

— Torpa Tebe HyKHa Mwwelka, — CKa3ana oHa. — A 3TO HECKO/IbKO TpyAHee, YeM YTeHune no TBoel
NAaf0oHM NN OTBET Ha BONPOC TMUMA «BbINAET 1M OHA 3aMYK».

OHa BCTana m nowna Ha KyxHio. ocabiwanca 3ByK OTKPbIBAKOLWEroca M 3ax/aonbiBatoLLeroca
ALLMKA, @ NOTOM OHA BEpPHY/1acb KO MHe. B eé pyKax nexxana konoga KapT. OHa NpoTAHYyNa €€ MHe.

— MNoaymai, 4To Xo4ellb CNPOCUTb, @ MOTOM BbITaLLLM KapTy.

— A no4yemy He NPOU3HECTU BCAYX?

— Tak He cpaboraer.

Kunsenb cepbE3HO NOCMOTPEsA Ha MeHs. fl Ke CO CBOEel CTOPOHbI ene caepKmBanacb, 4Tob He
paccmeaTbcs. Halia oTnpaBuna mMeHs K pebEHKy, KOTOPbIM MOHATUA HE MMEEeT, KaK ynpaBaATb CBOMM
Aapom. Al B3AOXHYyNA M B3sina KapTy U NpoTaHyna eid. OHa eé nepeBepHy/ia U NONOXKWUAA Nepeno
MHOW.

Ha KapTuHKe n3o06parkanacb orpomHas YépHaa HaliHA C BbIPbIBAIOLMMUCA U3 OKOH A3bIKaMM
niameHun. 3anax ropawen NAoTU 3alleKoTan HOC, U A Cana 3ybbl, 4Tobbl He axHyTb. KapTWHKa Ha
CTONE OXWNa, U ManeHbKre GUrypkmn ntogen nobexxanmn no Hen, 4Tobbl NOracUTb NAAMSA.

— bawHA, — npounsHecna MKusenb, e€ ronoc BApyr CTan B3pocsee, JINWMBLINCD OEBUYLETO
Tembpa. — ecTokue u paspylnTesibHble nepemeHbl XayT Tebs Ha nyTn, Jlakcnep us Kpas.

E€ cnoBa oTparkanm moé cobcTBeHHOE BUAEHME, MOKazaHHoe [Jyxom.

— 3Hato. Ho 3To He AaéT oTBeTa Ha MOW BOMpPOC.

*unsenb TKHyNa nanbuem B HawH!o.

— 370 n3obparkeHue Tayspa B JloHAoHe. [lymato, 3TO NOACKA3Ka, rae Tbl HANAEWb ULWenKy.
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B Bo34yxe NOYyBCTBOBAJIOCh HaNpAMXeHne, U Ha MFHOBEHMEe MHe MOKa3anocb, YTO BEPHY/CA AyX
TbMbl, HO 3TO OKa3a/ca He OH. Bokpyr Hac 3awenTtanu ayxm Kusenb.

— CpaKanucb, 4Tobbl He YTOHYTb

EanHopor 1 nes.

Ho nes eguHopora cnac,

M cKpbINnCb B ropogKe OT BCEX.

M KTO-TO NpOCTO XMypUncs,

A KTO-TO B HUX CTpenAn,

A KTO-TO maruio um gan,

M3 ropoga nporHas.*

*IameHeHHOe aHI/IMICKoe CTUXOTBOpeHue «JleB M eaumHopor». B nepesoge Camyuna
AKoBnesmnya MapLuaKka OHO 3BYYMUT TakK:

Ben 3a KOpPOHY cMepTHbIN 6ol co JlbBom EanHopor

MoHAan EgnHopora Jles BA0/1b rOPOACKUX A40POT,

KTo noaaBan um YépHbI xneb, a KTo AaBan nupor,

A nocne ux nog 6apabaH NporHaam 3a Nopor.

KaKTyc npucBuCTHYA.

— MpoknAaTbe, y MEHA KOXKa YyTb He ybexkana c Tena.

A He cBoauna rnas ¢ Musenb. MNeceHKa OblNa M3MEHEHA W He cOBMajana C OPUIMHANOM,
KOTOpPbIA 3HanM NOLM, HO OHA PoAOM M3 AHIMIMKU, YTO MOATBEPXKAANO €€ NpennoNioXKeHue o
HaxoXaeHUn NWenkm Tam.

—Y MeHsA ecTb eLlwé Bomnpoc.

Bcé, 4To A xOTena y3HaTb, 3TO €CTb /M eWE XOTb YTO-TO, YTO OHA MOraa 6bl paccKkasaTb Ham O
nyTewecTsmMn. XOTb YTO-TO NONE3HOE.

— Bbibepu KapTy, — OHa CHOBa NPOTAHY/1la MHE Konoay.

fl 3amepna, NO3BONIMB PYKe 3afeprKaTbCsA HAA, KapTamu, 1 Bbibpana camyto AaNbHIOK OT MeHs. A
nepepana eé *Xusenb, n oHa nepesepHyna eé. C KapTbl HA HAaC CMOTPENI0 OMEpP3UTENIbHOE CYLLLECTBO,
MUrasa CBMHbIMM rnaskamu. Hag moppol Buance 6apaHbu pora, a HUMKHASA 4YacTb TynoBuua bbina
KO3/IMHOW. Pa3faBOEHHHbIM WM CKPyYeHHbIW CNUpanblo XBOCT 0OBMBAN KMBOT CYLLECTBA, CNerka
noaparmsead. OHO PACKPbLINO NACTb B HEMOM peBe.

MNeTa BbIrNAHYNA U3-NOA CTONA.

— 3TO He K A06py.

Musenb CHOBa NOBEpPHYIA KapTy.

— Kto-T0 ewé oxotutca 3a Muwelhkoin. Mim, — geBouyKa Haxmypwuaacb, U €€ B3rasg, Cran
OTCYTCTBYHOLMM, — UM HEYEro AennTb ¢ TO6OM B 3TOM NyTeLecTBMM, HO B APYroi pa3 OHM BMELLIAtoTCA
BO YTO-TO OYeHb BaKHOe ans Teba. A ceilyac oHM XOTAT youTb e€. 3To HeccmbICIEHHO, — OHa 3aKpblaa
rnasa, a eé rybbl 0CTa/IMCb HECKO/IbKO HaNpPsKeHbI.

— KT0-TO X0ueT youTh... eé? Nuelka — sKeHuwmuHa?

Musenb MoOprHyna n NOCMOTpeNia Ha MeHA.

— [a, TaK A BMXKY, KOrga CMOTPIO Ha KapTy. Yyaosuiie MAET NO cneay XeHLWMHbI ¢ AHUHHbBIMMU
TEMHbIMW BOJIOCAMMU.

Y10 XK, rycMHOe AepbMo, BOT 3TO COpPNpU3.

— B /loHaoH?

— JT0 Ny4dwee, YTO A MOTY NPEANO0/IOXMNTb. MHE Xafb, YTO HE MOTY CKa3aTb TOYHee.

A BcTana.

— Hy Toraa Ham nopa.

[leBoyKa NoagHANACh HA HOTU U NPOTAHYA MHE PYKY.

~A4~
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— EcTb ewé koe-yro.

Mbl OCTaHOBUAUCDH, U A B3rAAHYAA HA Heé. OHa CrNoTHyAa.

— fl He Mory NOHATb, HO KOrga CMOTPHO Ha TebA... BOKpyr TBoel aypbl BUTAeT 04eHb MHOFO Yero-
TO. Al JONXKHa CKa3aTb 06 3TOM.

—Torga cKaxku, — nponsHecna a MArko.

— MHe xanb, — OHa 3aM0o/14ana, CHOBA TAXENO Cr/I0THYNA, @ MOTOM NPOAOIKUAA:

— PaBHOBeCHE MUpa OKaXKeTca B TBOMX PYKax He OAHaXAbl, a ABa pPa3a 32 BCIO TBOK XU3Hb.

MeTa BLEMNW/IACb B MOW KUJET.

— Al noTpayy Ha Tebs BCe CBOM AEBATL XKU3HeNn, STapK. M noyemy A He yamBAAaOCh?

unsenb 6pocunna Ha Heé bbICTpbIi B3rnsa,

— Tbl 6yaewb cnacatb €€ pas 3a pa3om. Ho B KOHLLe KOHLLOB OHa CNacéT Tebs.

MeTa ApPOCTHO 3amoTa/ia ro/1I0BOA.

— Her, TakK He bbiBaeT.

*unsenb cnerka ynblbHynach en.

— TBOE MHeHMe 34eCb B PacyéT He naeT, bonble He HeBesyyan Kolwka.

JonxHa oTaaTb A0/MKHOe MKusenb, B CBOEM aene oHa xopowa. EM HeoTkyaa 6bino y3HaTb
npow/soe npo3sue lMeThbl.

MeTa BNMANACb KOTTAMU B KUNET, MOKA He 3aTpellana ero KoxKa. A nornaguna eé no CnuHKe, a
CNnoBa agpecosana Yteuy:

— Cnacubo.

OHa noka4vana ronoBoi.

— 3710 Tebe cnacmbo. He gaymato, yto cmorna 6bl ocBoboanTbCS camocTosTesibHO. Haaetocs,
paccesAHble Yapbl 60/blle HUKOMY He NOBPeaAT.

MHe He XxoTenocb paspylwaTb €€ HageXapl. A He MHOro 3Hana O AyxaX TbMbl, HO MPaAKTUKa
MOKa3blBana, YTO UX HEMb3A Pa3pyLLMTb NO-HACTOALLEMY, MOKA OHU CAMW HE OCO3HAOT CBOW OLUNOKM.
OpyrMmum cnoBamu, e AMHCTBEHHOE, Yero Mbl 40OUANCB, 3TO NPOCTO Pacceann ux.

Musenb rpycTHO NOMaxasna Ham.

— Wanb, 4To Bbl He 3agepkuTecb HeHagonro. MNocne yxoga TanaHa MHe Gonblle He C Kem
NnoroBopuThb.

OT Heé TaK CUIbHO BEANO OAMHOYECTBOM, YTO A He cmorsa 6bl MITHOPMPOBATL 3TO, AAXKe He
nmesa cunbl [lyxa, Tekywen no seHam. A B3rnsHyna Ha eTy, NOHMMasA, CKONbKO yTeleHUA noay4vyana
OT HEE B TAXKENbIE MOMEHTbI AiaXKe 3a TO HeZ,01roe Bpemsa, YTO Mbl NPOBEIN BMeCTE.

He yBepeHa, cMory v HanTh ana Heé cobcTBeHHYto MeTy, HO, BO3MOXHO, YTO-TO 6M3KOe.

— Mopoxan cekyHay.

Al NnpuKocHynacb K nnevy usenb M BbiWNA Yepe3 ABepb, BeAYLLYO Ha 3a4HUI aBop. KakTyc
B3METHY/1 6POBb, U A }KECTOM NONPOCK/IA ero NoA0KAaTb. [leTa TKHy/lacb HOCOM MHe B FrON10BY.

— Y710 Tbl 3agymana?

— EA ognHOKO. YTO Mbl MOXKeM caenatb, YTOObl CMArYUTL CBOM YXOA4?

— fl c Hel He ocTaHycCb, — CKa3ana leTa.

— HeT. Ho... Tbl ke 3HaelWwb Mup Atoaen nydiie meHa. Mbl MOXem 4YTO-TO caenaTtb? Mbl MoXKem
OCTaBMUTb €l KaKoe-HNbyab yTeleHue?

MNocnepHee, yero 6bl A xoTena ans Musenb, Tak 3TO CTpagaHWe nocne Hawero yxoaa. E€ xaana
M TaK AOCTAaTOYHO TAXKENaA Tpona.

MeTa cnpbIrHyna ¢ MOEro naeva M rpOMKO NpU3emamaach B Tpasy.

— BoamoxHo. XKan 3gece.

beno-cepbim nNATHOM OHa ob66e)kana BOKPYr /ayra, a 3aTem MNepenpbirHyna AepeBAHHYHO
nsropogb. MHe He MpUWIOCL XAaTb A0Aro. CnycTaA HECKONbKO MUMHYT OHA CHOBA MepenpbIirHyaa
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n3ropogb, HO B 3TOT pa3 B popme cHexkHoro bapca. M3 eé nactm ceucana mepteas cobaka. E€ ronosa
Oblna BbiBEPHYTa NOA, HEMPABUAbHbIM YI/IOM, @ /lanbl TPAC/INCL MPU KaXKaAoM Lware.

—MNeTtal — A He morna noBepwuTb, YTO OHA CAeNana Takoe.

OHa BbINItOHYNA cobaKy Y MOUX HOT.

—MNoagHnmu eé, Napk.

CKpMBMBLUUCDH, A cAeNana, Kak OHa CKasasia, M NoHAMA, YTO OHa He MepTBasn. XOTs Obl10 NOXOKe.
LLlenkoBMCTbIN MeX, a rnasa caenaHbl U3 YEPHOrO HEHATYPasIbHOro maTepuana.

— /ltoan 4acTo 3ameLLatoT UMW HaCTOALLMX KOMNAHbOHOB, — CKa3ana [leTa.

A HeXXHO nornaguna eé no ronose.

— Cnacwmbo.

Mol nocnewmnamn obpatHo B gom. Hunsenb Yntana no nagoHu Kakryca.

—... CNIOMJIEH CHOBA M CHOBA. ITO BCE, YTO A BUXKY, — CKa3ana Kusenb, OTNyCcKaa ero pyKy.

Al npoTaHyna *Kunsenb MArKyLo, 4eM-TO HAOUTYIO UTPYLLKY.

— [1ns TEMHbIX HOYEN. ITO, KOHEYHO, HE TO e CaMOe, YTO OCTaTbCA, HO...

Y Heé 3acusanm rnasa, a rybbl M30rHYIUCH B yblOKe.

— Kakasa npenectb. Cnacubo.

MeTa dblpKHYNA M CAPbLITHYAA C NAeya.

— EcTecTBEHHO NpenecTsb, A e BblbMpana.

*unsenb ynblbHynach eweé wupe, Ho yablbKa ncyesna, CToMn0 el nepeBecTu B3rNa4 Ha MeHs.

A nornaguna eé no weke.

— MHe Xanb, HO Tenepb Ham nopa MaTw.

Eé rnasa BnaxHo 3abnecrtenu, u ciesa CKaTUIach Mo WeKe, Koraia oHa NpuKana MAarkyr cobaky.

— [lopora, No KoTopou Tbl MAELWDb, He BeAET K A06py. Tebe ny4ywe ocTaTbCa 34€Chb, CO MHOM.

Al caenana war Hasag.

— MpocTy, Tbl e 3Haelb, Mbl HE MOXEM.

He enan ewé 6onblue 3aTArMBaTh NPOLLAHME, A MENbKOM B3rAaHyAa Ha KaKkTyca.

OH NpOCYyHYN PYKy B NETA0 ANA PEMHA Yy MeHA Ha BptoKax, U A NMOBEpHy/la NOBA3KY Ha pyke
NPOTMB YaCOBOW CTpenku. Mepea Tem, Kak oTNPaBUTbLCA B JIOHAOH, HAM HYXXHO BEPHYTbCA B KOMHATY
MyTewecTtBuin B Kpae.

Moka mbl MNepemeLLanncb, MeHA NOCETUNO BOCNOMUHAHKWE, HO He KakTyca, a MeTbl.

Eé Tenbue 6b110 KpOLEYHbIM, OHA 3TO NOHMManNa, Ho eé Bblbpanu ana InemeHTtana. E€ nepsbi
nogoneyHbi! Kak BonHytowe! Pasge eé matb He 6yaeT ropautbca? — HeT, ee maTtb — 0bblYHbIN
CHeXHbIn 6apc. OgHako, oHa, Heneta, mM3bpaHa, 4TOObI CTaTb Yem-To HosblimMm. YTobbI CTaTb
bamnnbApom, cnocobHbIM rOBOPUTL, M 0By4aTb M NOMOraTb I1eMeHTaNto.

MpekpacHo! C KaxgbiMm Wwarom 3a bornHen-MaTtepbto, Kyga 6bl Ta HM WA, OHa Myp/ibikana Bce
roomye. He Ba*KHO KyZa, OHa 3Hana, Tam b6yaeTt xopowo. M oHa byaeT npuHagnexato TOMy MeCTy.
OHa 6exkana pasom co B3pOCAbIM CHEXHbIM 6apcom, HANOMUHABLUMM €€ cOBCTBEHHYIO MaTb, HeXKaTb
no rnybokomy cHery 66110 Henerko.

— HeneTta, TBOA *KM3Hb ByAeT OT/AIMYATLCA OT XU3HU ApYyrnx GamunbapoB, — cKasana boruHa-
Matb. Ckazana c Tena10Ton, 0O4HAKO e€ C/10Ba HAaCTOPAXKUBANN.

— Ho y meHa 6yaeT nogoneyHblin, 1 OH NOAOOUT MmeHs.

— OH Tebs nontobuTt, 3To npasga. Ho oH GyaeT egUHCTBEHHbIM, KTO NontobuT Tebs 3a ovyeHb
O0NToe Bpems.

HeneTta Haxmypwunacb, yrosiku ryd nononsnmn BHM3. Kak Takoe BO3MOMKHO? Y Heé byaeT He oaunH
nogoneyHbin? Pamuabapbl PEAKO XKUAN AO/blUe CBOMX NOAOMNEYHbIX UAKM Bblan nepeaaHbl ApYrnm
dnemeHTanAM.
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— Y70 6bI Tbl HM YrOTOBUANA JNA MEHA, A NPUMY 3T0, MaTepb, — CKa3ana OHa, MOKA OHWU TPYCUAM
no CHery, NPOBaANBaACb B HErO MO camoe Hproxo.

— 3Hato. NNoaToMy M Npowy UMeHHO Tebs.

E€ cnosa npoHM3bIBaNa rpycTb, HO BPEMEHM Ha BOMPOCHI HE ocTanocb. OHU OCTAHOBUIUCH Y
NOAHOXMA TOpPbl, TAE UX KAAN NapeHb. C TEMHO-KAWTaHOBbIMM BONOCAMMK, HO TONybbIMK rnasamm,
HaCTONbKO roaybbIMKW, 4TO HANOMWHAAM O Hebe BbLICOKO B ropax nocne wrtopma. Hactonbko
ronyboiMmn, 4TO B3rNA4, NPOHM3bIBaNA. XOTA MNPUCMOTPEBLUMCb MOXKHO 6bl10 3ameTuTb 6neaHo-
30/10TY0 OKQHTOBKY.

bornHa-MaTb NOATONKHYNA €€ Bnepépn,.

— WM K Hemy, OH nepBblit M3 TBOMX MNOAOMEYHbIX, U €4ANHCTBEHHbIA, MOHUMAOWMIA TBOE
cepaue.

OHa npunyctuna snepépn B oXXmaaHnn 3HakomcTea. OH Npucen Ha KOPTOUKM M NPOTAHYA K HEN
PYKY.

—MeTa. MoW cobCcTBEHHbIN CHEXKHbIN KOTEHOK.

YCTpeMUBLUMCH AYLWOM U TENOM, OHA NPbITHYNAa HA Hero. OHW 6aN0BaNNCh TaK B CHEXKHOW NblAN,
noka oba He Hayann 3aapixatbcA. MoTOM, Koraa oHu cuaenn 60k o BOK, a CONHUE 3ax04WN0 BCe
rny6:Ke 3a ropbl, OH YXMbIJIbHY/ICA €.

Mo Teny npowna BOAHA yAoOBNeTBOpeHMUA. 3aecb 6e30nacHO, STOMYy MeCTy NpUHAANeXUT eé
cepaue, n 06 3TOM OHa MeyTana co AHA CBOEro NosB/AeHMA B MUpe. BO3MOXKHO, He TaK U 40Aro,
OAHAKO, ANA Heé 3TO LeNnas XKn3Hb.

— TanaH, 4em Mbl 3aMEMCA CHa4yana? — CNPOCKAA OHA, KOrAa BOKPYr OMyCTUAACh HOYb.

OH OTKMHYANCA HA CHer 1 BCTPeMUA B3rnag, 8 Hebo.

— Y Hac Tak MmHoro gen, MeTa. Tak MHoro. Mbl norosopmm 06 3Tom yTpPOM.

Al oTKpbINA FNasa u ornagenack B KomHate Mytewectsuini. MHe xoTenocb 064ymaTtb YBUAEHHOE,
HO y MeHsA He Bbl1o TakoM pocKowu. Ecnm BeTy He aypak, y ABEPU CTOUT OXPAaHHUK — UM OXPAHHUKM.

KakTyc Bce ewWwé pgep)kanca 3a MoM pemeHb. A npuaoxkumna naney rybam. BHyTpu cdepa
CBETUNACb, NO3TOMY He 6blI0 HeEO6XO4MMOCTU B AOMNONHUTENIbHOM OCBELLEeHMU. A NOAHANA PYKY U
pacnonoxuna eé Hag JloHgoHom. MNeTa cena MHe Ha npasyto Hory. Mo eé Teny npobexkana Nérkas
OPOXKb.

YrKe noyTtu. A 3aHecna nanew, 4Tobbl NPUKOCHYTLCA K MECTY, FAe pacnonoXKeH JIOHAOH.

—Mouemy aBepb 3anepTa? — NPOrpoxoTan U3 Kopuaopa Betu.

KaKTyc npbIrHyAn, 1 3TO INWINAO MEHA PABHOBECUA M OTOPBAJIO OT KapTbl. CNOTKHYBLUMNCDL APYT C
APYrOM, Mbl PYXHYAM Ha MOA CAULIKOM TFPOMKO, YTOObl Hac yc/billann Aaxke 3a TaKol TO/CTOM
ABepblo.

MbI nonanw.
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— HemepneHHo otBopuTte aBepb! —3aopan Bertu.

Al pepHynacb, NOTAHYNA 3a cobol KakTyca. MNeTa BOH3WA KOFTU B MOMW KOXKaHble Canorun, n A ¢
Tpyaom BCTana. [lBepb pacnaxHynacb, M Ha HAC B LUOKe yCTaBWAACh Tpoe OXpPaHHUKOB. OAMH U3 HUX —
6bIBLINIM NHOBOBHUK Koyn.

OH CTpaHHO NOCMOTPEN HAa MEHA: CO CMECbio 106BK 1 pa3oyapoBaHMA. OH NOKaYan rosI0BOW.

— B3AaTb eé. OHa He cmoxkeT epemecTUTbCA, ecin K HEW MPUKOCHeTCA 6osblue, YeM OAWH
dnemeHTaNb.

fl He cmorna caeprkaTb KPUK, KOrAa Nepsblii OXPAHHUK NONOXKUA NAaLOHN MHE Ha Neyn.

— fl He xouy HaBpeauTb Tebe!

OH paccmennca. A Bpesasia JIOKTEM eMy B rOpJ/io, NpepBaB CMeX U MoBajaMB y CBOUX Hor. OH
CKPHOUMACA, HO A He obpaliana BHUMAHWA Ha HEro M Ha ero HynbKatowme MNOMNbITKA B3LOXHYTb.
Mo3agu Apyroro My*K4YmHbl BHE3aNHO NOABMAACL PYKA M CXBATWAA €ro, YyTacKMBaa Npoydb — W aenan
BCE BO3MOXHOE, YTObbl NOMOYb.

BeTy cO 310CTbIO CMOTPEN Ha MEHA, a C APYron CTOPOHbI nogbupanca Koyn. A noaHsana pyky u
NPOKPYTUAA NOBA3KY. JW BbIMIPaeT AAA HAC AOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHM, HO OONblie Mbl HE CMOXKEM
BepHyTbCA B Kpai.

Mo KpaliHen mepe be3 oTua.

fl noBepHyna NOBA3KY MO YaCOBOM CTpesike, YTO AO0/MKHO Oblo NnepemecTUTb Hac B JIOHAOH.
Mwp cTan pacnagatbca nepes rnasamu, Kak A NoYyBCTBOBA/IA YblO-TO PYKY HA CBOEWN IOAbINKKE.

Bonb 060)Krna HepBHbIE OKOHYAHMA W BbIFHYNa Ayroh cnuHy. Kasanocb, 4TO MO3r pa3pbiBaeT
Haagoe. A NbiTaslacb CONPOTMUBAATLCA, HO YYA0BULLHOCTb N060ro peleHns NPocTo pasaupana.

— Napk, ncnonbayi lyx, 4tobbl oTuenuTb ero! Tol gonxKHa!

lfonoc MeTbl Npope3anca ckBo3b 601b, M A yxBaTUAACb 3a €€ cnosa. Bo mHe pasnunacb cuna
Adyxa. N3pganeka goHéccA ronoc duwa, U A MNOHANA, YTO OH CpaKaeTcAa 3a MeHA, 3a Bcex Hac. fl
obpywwuna Oyx Ha Koyna. He 66110 NONbITKW cAenaTb 3TO aKKYPATHO AN MATKO, U MHe BblNo TAXKeNo
OT MPUHATOrO peleHnn. Beab Ha KOHY CTOAIA HE TOIbKO MOSA *KM3Hb, A 0TBeYasa 3a cyabby Kaktyca un
MeTbl. OHKM 3aBMCAT OT MeHs. Ecain NornbHy A, NOrMOHYT M OHM.

A He mory noTepATb HUKOFo U3 HMX. C pe3KMM BbINJIECKOM CUAbl A OTTONKHYa Koyna.

Ot Hanopa cunbl lyxa cepaue Koyna pasopsano, U ero pyka cBannaacb ¢ Moen Horu. MNosaska
3acocana Hac B chepy CIOBHO PACTAHYTaA pe3nHKa, KOTOPYI HAaKOHeL, OTNYCTUAM, U Hac BbiIbpocuno.
Ho BOCNOMMHaHMA OCTaNNCb BUTaTb PAAOM CO MHOM, MbICIM BbIAK eLWwé 3aecb, XOTA UX BIAAENEL, YKe
noruné.

«f nobun eé. A eé HeHaBuaen. N cHosa ntobuna. OHa Anwmna meHa pyku. U a sBce paBHO ntobun
eé. fl eé HeHaBuaen. Yept 6bl e€ nobpan. Hy>KHO eé cnacu. fl el He HyKeH.

OHa MeHA NoKaneuynna, a Tenepb 3ab0EpPET U KU3HDbY.

Ero chosa oTpaxanu Bce, yto Koyn rosopua mHe. Ero mbic/in Bce NOBTOPAAUCH U NOBTOPANUCH,
MOKa Hac Hecno No Mupy. A He Moria NpPekpaTUTb 3TO, He MOrna n3baBuUTbCA OT YyBCTBA BMHbI 3a
npeaaTenbCTBO.

Koyn Bce paBHO meHA ntobun.

Co cnbIWKUMbIM X/IONKOM HAC BbILWBbLIPHYAO0 B BO34YX, U Mbl YaAn Ha MATKYIO MLLUUCTYIO NOYBY.

Al pesko, oo 60am BbIAOXHYNA. HOorn gpoxanu, Korga A nonbiTanacb BCTaTb Ha HUX, C/IOBHO A
3aHOBO y4YMnacb XoauTb. IMoumnm Koyna Kanunm, peasan MeHs, XoTa A 3Hana, YTo ero H6osblue HeT.

3710 A ybuna ero.

BO3MOKHO, A AEeNCTBUTENbHO MOHCTP, KaK CYMTAIOT MHOTMe.



LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

fl HaKoHeL, BCTa/la, yNepwncb PyKamun B KaMeHHbIA MOTUAbHbBIA NAaMATHWUK, 3acTaBnAs ceba He
AymaTb 0 Koyne xoTb mrHoseHwue. lMepea rnasamum pacn/ibliBaiacb BbIrPaBMPOBAHHAA HALMMUCb MMEHMN
W AaTthl, U A cTapanacb chOKyCcMpoBaTbCA Ha Hell, YyTobbl Nomoyb cebe cobpaTbeA.

«BpuTTaHM IHH, NtObMMan foub, yweawana OT Hac Tak paHo. 1912»

Al ornagenacb. Houb y)Ke OKpawmsana Hebo. MeaneHHbI 0630p NOKasan, YTO Mbl OKA3aaMChb
Ha YeNloBeYECKOM Kaabulle. Baaneke crtosna uepKoBb € BbICOKMM Wnunem. A rae Kaktyc u Meta?

—Metal

— 3amapallKa, A 6bl He xOTesla MOBTOPUTb TaKyH NOE3404KYy, — CKa3ana OHa, CMOTKHYBLUMUCH 33
elwé ogHo Haarpobue. 1 cknoHmMnacb 1 nogobpana eé€, 3apbIBLUIMNCH INLLOM B €€ MEX.

— Al ybuna ero, — mou cnosa b6binv He rpomye WENoTa. — A He xoTena HaBpeauTb emy, MNeTa.

— fl 3Hato.

OHa nM3HyNa MOIO LWeKy, U AUWb TOoraa A OCO3Hana, 4To nnadvy. Koyn okasanca He Tem
4eNO0BEKOM, KaKUM A CHMUTANA, HO AOAroe BpeMA A AyMasia, YTO BblAY 3@ HErO 3aMYK.

Ona meHA H6bITb TeM, KTO CTAaHET ero KoHUoM... OT 3Toro cepgle pas3pbiBaiocb, a BMeCTe C HUM
“ BCe BHYTpPeHHOCTU. CrnoTHYB NOACTYNAOLLYIO TOWHOTY, A cAenana war.

— Kakryc.

CTOH NpMBEN MEHA K 3a4HEN YacTM KAMEHHOTO KPbINAToro aHrena. Kaktyc nexan nMuom BHMS,
NONIOXKMB PYKY Ha 3aTbINOK.

— JlapKk. HanomHu mHe B cnegytowmin pas bonbwe He MNepemewatbca ¢ TO60M. Y meHA Takana
rofioBHasa 60/1b, YTO OT HEE N KaMeHb TPeCHYA bbl.

Al 3axnebHynacb OT 310CTM U3-3a ero becyyBCTBEHHOCTU. Kak OH MOr nepekmBaTb cemyac us-3a
roIoBHOM 6011, KOrga HaM NOBE3/NO BbIXKUTL? Korga Ham nosessio, YTo Tonbko Koyn pacnpowanca ¢
U3HbIO?

— A He HanoMHuUTb 1 Tebe, YTO A MOr/1a OCTaBUTb TebA Tam, YTO 03Ha4ano 6bl, 4TO BeTy yoUn
6bl Teb6a? A ybuna Koyna, 4tobbl cnacTy Hac, M Tenepb Tbl AEKULWb TYT U XKanyewbca, YTo y Teba
60nuT ronosa? MNosspocnei, Kakryc!

fl pa3BepHynacb Ha NATKax M Nowna Npoyb. MHOKW cenyvac ynpasaaam asMmoummn, a CUibHee BCex
— CKopbb.

HeT, s 6onblie He cTaHy onnakueaTb Koyna. BHyTpu Bce cTpaHHbIM 06pa3om nepemeHuNocs,
CNOBHO 3MeA BbiNyTanacb U3 KNybka.

Koyn He 3acnyxuBan moux cnes. OH He TONbKO MbITAa/ICA MaHMMYIMPOBATb MHOKO, NMOKAa Yy Hac
6blM OTHOLWIEHMSA, OH OKa3ascA Tem elwé ybatoaKom M NblTancsa yBepuTb MeHA B Moen crabocTu. A
Wwarana yepes Knaadbuue. MNeta c NErkoCTbIO NOCNEBasa 32 MHOW.

— Tbl He A0/MKHA BUHUTb KaKTyca. OH He 3Han, Ha YTo Tebe NPULLIIOCH NOUTH.

— He Ba*KHO. MHe HyXHO HaliTK ULenKy. Byaem UckaTb YTO-TO XaOTMUYHOE pAAoM ¢ Tayspom.

MeTa KayHyna rosoBoOW.

— lerye nérkoro. TonbKo cHavana Tebe Hbl yCNOKOUTBLCA.

Al crnoTHyNa, N30 BCeX CUA CTapaAch caenaTb, YTO OHA CKasana.

Mbl WM AeCATb MUHYT A0 TOro, Kak Hac gorHan Kakryc.

— He xouewb nogenntbea, n3-3a Yero Becb cbip-60p? A gyman, mbl He moxem lMepemeltaTbea
60blle, YEM C OAHUM CIYTHUKOM?

Al oTKpblNa poT, Ho lNeTa onepeanna mexs, cnacubo en.

— Koyn cxBatun Jlapk, Korga mbl NPUroToBUAUCH K NPbIXKKY. EM npuwnocb ncnonbsosatb Ayx,
4yTO6bI OH OTNYCTUA €€, 1 3TO Ybnno ero. OHa NOYYBCTBOBANA €0 CMEPTb.

KaKTyc cxBaTUN MeHA 1 pa3BepHy K cebe bbicTpee, Yem A cMmorna onomHuTbes. OH crpeb meHsn
B 00BbATbA U KPENKo npuxKan K cebe.

— bornHa-Mareb, JlapK. Al He 3HaAN. 1 He XOoTen HeCTU YyLlb.
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Ero M3BMHEHMA NOMOIIM MHE OTNYCTUTb CBOIO 3/10CTb. A NPUXKANACL K HEMY.

— fl 3Hato. Al... Ham HyXHO cnewunTb, KakTyc. Bpema yxoauT. A 3TO 4yBCTBY!IO.

CKasaB 3710, 4TO6bI NOTOPONUTL KaKTyca, A NOHANA, YTO TaK M eCcTb. Y Hac He BblI0 BpeMeHun
cneguTb 3a 06pPaTHbIM OTYCETOM YAaCOB M MUHYT A0 NPOMUCLLECTBUA YEro-To yXKacHoro. Yero v rae, A
NOHATUA HE MMEeNA, YTO TOJIbKO eLLé Ho/blue YCUAMBANO OLLYLLIEHWE HAABUIAOLWENCA KaTacTpodol.

Al oTCTpaHWNAck OT HEro 1 CHOBA NoLWAa BAOJb YAULbI.

Kasanocb, 3gaHne HaNpPoTMB MaHUT MEHA, N A NOCNeA0Basla 3a CBOMM YyTbeM. Ha Tabanuke Hag,
ABepbto 6bIN0 BbIrpaBMpoBaHoO «Moanuma».

— YT0-TO BpOAE CTPAXKM, €CAM A NPABUJIBHO MOMHIO.

O yenoBeyecKOM MUpe A 3HAJIA JOCTAaTOYHO, YTODbI BbIKMUTb M gaKe 6bITb ONACHON.

Al nepewwna yamuy v B3bexxana no ctyneHbKam 3gaHua noamumm. CTonno mHe NoAHATb PYKY ANA
CTYKa, KaK OHa pacnaxHynacb, U OTTyAa BblLLIEN PbI}KEBONOCHIN MY*KUYMHA. Moxoxe, OH Hbl1 NpUumepHO
MOEro BO3pacTa, XOTA Ha HECKO/IbKO AOMMOB HUXKE.

— Mowna, Ha XpPeH, C A0pPOru, TETKA, — PABKHY/1 OH N OTTONIKHY MEHS.

— OH UNwelika, aepxu ero! —3asmsrkana leta.

Al He cTana mewkaTtb. CxBaTMa ero 3a pyKy U pa3BepHyaa AnMLOM K cebe. N TyT mHe npuneten
Ky/laK Nog, 4entocTb, OTYEro A ynana Ha KoneHu. Ho He BbiNycTuAa ero.

— MopfoXan, MHE HYXKHa TBOA NOMOLLb.

— A, 6aaab, HUKOMY He nomorato. Kyckn noanLenckoro aepbma — Tynble yontogKu...

— Croii! — a nogHAana nycTtble pyKku. — MNorXKanyncrta, A He NOJANLLENCKUN.

— KoHeyHo HeT, 6aoHAn, — ero ronoc cmardymnca. — MNpoknaTbe, NPOCTM 3a yaap B YENHCTb.
byoeT CMHAK, — OH B3ANn MeEHA 3a Npeanaedyba U NOMOr BCTaTb, MOTOM YXMbI/IbHYACA. — Tbl Takana
BbICOKaA, KpacoTKa. YTob meHs.

— He aymato, — 5 cbpocuna ero pyku. — MHe Hy»KHO, 4TOb Tbl KOE-KOro BbiCNeauN ANA MEHS.

OH XMbIKHYA.

— doTKa ecTb?

MHe noTpeboBanock Napa cekyHz, 4Tobbl BCMOMHUTb, YTO Takoe GOTKa. A MoKayana rosoBoi.

— Het. Tonbko nms.

OH BO3BeN K Heby rnasa u cKkpuBUACA.

— Tebe Hy»XHa dnnb. OHa egMHCTBEHHAsA, KTO MOXKET BbicnexunBaTb 6e3 ¢oTo. Mbl ¢ bpuHom TyT
H6ecnonesHbl Kak CUCbKM Ha bblKe.

Y MeHsi NOHMKAW NJIeYn, @ OH CXBAaTUA MEHSA 33 3a4HULLY.

—YBunguwo eé — nepegasait npuseT oT [KeKa. M CKaXKn, YTO OHa A0/IKHA MHE MaYyKy NeYyeHbs.

Huuyero He fo6aBMB, OH NOLWEN No yauue.

BepHynacb cnocobHOCTb MbIC/INTD.

— CToM, Tbl 3HaewWb, rae oHa? Tbl MOXKeLb eé BbicneanTb? MoxKanyncra.

OH OCTaHOBM/CA U NOBEPHY/ FOJIOBY.

— A 4TO Tbl MHe Jallb 33 3TO? — CKasan OH, NNOoToAAHO obcmaTpmBas Moé Teno. Mexay Hamu
BCTan Kakryc.

— C Heé 1 04HOrOo PbIXKero A0CTAaTO4HO.

LKeK yXxmblnbHyANCA.

— OHa 6blna 3aechb, B /loHAoHe, HO oHa B NyTW. HanpasaseTca Ha tor. Tak croanTca?

A KnsHyna.

— Crogutca. Cnacubo.

— He 6narogapu meHs. CBasaBwIMECA C HAMM NPUAYPKM YOMBAIOT Yalle, YEM OCTasibHble Tynble
yebKu.

OH oaepHY/1 BOPOTHUK, ONYCTUA FON0OBY U LUMPOKUM LLIArom NoLén npoyb.
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MNeTa TMXOHbKO paccmeanacs.

— Mwenkn, MaTepLluMHHUKN, KaKMX NOUCKATb. MOLWAK, HAM HYXKHO ObITb BHUMATENbHbIMK. [aXKe
€C/I1 OHa YXKe YLUNA, HYXKHO NPOBEPUTb, BAPYN Mbl HATKHEMCA Ha YTO-TO CTOsALLEe.

Al 6blna cornacHa. Mbl NOBEPHY/IUCb M NOLWAN B NPOTUBOMNONOXKHYIO OT [KeKa CTOPOHY.

— CMOTpuUTE, @ 4TO HACYET aToro? — cnpocun Kakryc.

OH noKasblBan Ha CTEHY Yy Kpas TpOTyapa, MNONHOCTbK 3aHATYIHO 3HAaKamMuM M KapTamu. f
npobekanacb N0 HUM PYKOM, OCTAHOBLUUCb, KOrga yBuaena Hagnucb o Tayape. OTopBaB OT CTeHbI, A
pacKpblNa ee HaZ NOXOAHOM KapTOM. KaKTyc 3arnaHyn yepes MOE nsieyo.

— Mbl Heganeko. HeCKONbKO yauL, NPAMO, YeTbipe Ha 3anaj, U Mbl HA MecTe.

Al 3acyHyna KapTy c3a4mM 3a peMeHb M npunyctuaa 6erom. Mol 6113K0, 1 A HE XOoTena megaunTb.
Al noTAaHynacb K cune 3emnaun, 4tobbl OHa NOAOrHANA MEHA, HO MOJly4YMaa NLb 3BOH B OTBET, M3-3a
Yyero BCTa/sla Kak BKOMaHHaA.

KaKTyc octaHOBUACA PAAOM.

—Yt0 Takoe?

— MNonpobyi AoTAHYTbCA A0 3eMAun, — CKasana A u MeaseHHo obowna ero.

Mo ero pykam NOTEKAWN IMHUW CUAbI, HO OH OKa3ancsa He bonee yAaunmMBbIM, YEM A, ECAN CYAUTb
NO pe3Ko pacnaxHyBLUMMCA Fnasam.

3emnAa nokowunacb Nog, TONCHbIM cnoem uemeHTa. Ckas rybbl, A BbiCTaBuaa BMNEpPEn pPyKy,
NpM3bIBas 3eMNI0 NOAHATLCA. Kakaa CTpaHHasA WTyKa: 3TO 6blN0 CPOAHM BbI3OBY AHA OKEaHa C ero
NOBEPXHOCTU. A MOrna YyBCTBOBATb 3€MJIH0, HO OHA HAaX0AMNAChb CAINLIKOM AaNeKo.

— fl He mory.

KaKTyc nokayan rosioBoMu, B €ro rnasax njaeckanca Hemanblil cTpax.

Mwnmo ¢ peBOM NPOHecNacb MaLlMHa, OCnenuB cBeTOM dap U OCTaBUB B KPOMELLHOM TEMHOTE.
Al NpUKpbINA ML PYKOMN.

— Al mory, Ho ¢ Tpyaom. KaKk OHM TaK *KUBYT?

— OHM He 3HaloT ApYyrok XusHu, Jlapk. HaBepHoe, Tbl Aymana TakK e B LLlaxTe.

KaKTyc B3An MeHs 3a pyKy, M Mbl CHOBA nowau K Tayapy.

— Bo3mokHO, Ho LLaxTa, no KpaliHel mepe, HacToAwas. A 34eCb HET HAYEro HacToALLErO.

MeTa ycTpounaacb nocepeayHe 1 ¢ NErKOCTbIO COXPaHAIa TEM.

— Tbl He npaBa. LleMeHT COCTOUT U3 KPOLLEYHbIX YaCTUYEK 3EeMIN, TaK }Ke KaK U 34aHMA U JaXKe
npoes’Karwmne MMMO Hac MallMHbl. Jlloan npeycneny B ynpaBieHUN 3IeMEHTAMMU NPUPOLbl BOKPYT
cebs 1 B NOAYMHEHMM UX CBOEM BOJIE.

Mbl 3aBepHy/iM 3a yron W MNOWAW Janblle, Kak MMMO Hac NPOCBUCTENA MallMHa, U A
3340XHyNacb oT eé BbIxNonoB. KarkeTcs, KakTyc meHbLue CcTpagan oT NPOUCXOAALLErO BOKPYF, YeM A.
OH cxBaTWUN MeHA 3a PYKY M NOKasan Ha Hebo Haa 06CTyNMBLLUMMMK HAC 34aHUAMM.

Mo Heby pacnpocTpaHanca wnend ot KNybmelieroca abiMa, U BUAENCL OPAHIKeBble OTCBETbI
OT OrHA 32 3aaHnamK. NpoKnATbe, Kak pa3 B HanpasaeHun Tayapa.

— bexknm, oHa He ByaeT Tam NPoxXNaXKAaTbCA, MOKa TBOPUTCA TAKoe.

Al nobexkana, He ycnes A0roBopuTb dpasy. Mbl NpoMYannUCb MMMO NOCAEAHEro 34aHUA nepes,
H6alHel n pe3Ko 3aTOPMO3UIN.

Tayap npeacTtasnan M3 cebs 60/blION KBagpaT C YeTblpbMs GawHamu. [lBe nepegHue 6bian
06bATbI NN1ameHeMm, a U3 34aHNI Bbiberanu nogn. Kaktyc cxBaTtma meHs.

— JTO Hal WaHc NpobpaTbCcs BHYTPb, YTOObI HAC HE 3aMETUANMN.

— Tbl C yMa COWEN? — A CMOTPEeNa Ha Hero HAXMypPMUBLUUCb, MOKA OH TalWA MeHA Tyaa.

— TonbKo paau Tebs, JTapK, — OH yAbIGHYACA MHE, U cepale NpeaaTenbcku AporHyno. — Mownuy,
OT OrHA A Teba 3awmy. Mbl cmoxKem 3abpaTb TBOHO NWENKY M MOKOHYUTD C 3TUM.
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Al rnaHyna Ha Mety. OHa cnerka KMBHyNa, @ MHe 6osblie 6bl10 U He HYXKHO. A NnoMyanacb 3a
Kaktycom. Mbl NpopbiBasivCb CKBO3b pa3pacTalolytoca Toamny. Tam Ke HaxoaAuaucb nogum co
3Meenoao06HOM LWTYKON, U3 KOHL,A KOTOPOK CTpyén buna Boaa.

— Bam Tyga Henb3A! — npoKkpuyan oguH U3 MyKUYMH.

Mbl yCKOpPMAKCb, YyBOpPauMBaACb OT HMX. KaKTyc paccmeanca, M A MNOHANQ, 4YTO €ro
6e3balleHHOCTb MeHA ToXe [ngenaeT JNerkombicnieHHon. CNOoBHO Mbl CHOBa A€TW, YKPagKowm
TacKalowme 13 KyXHW NUPOXKKKU 1 yberatowme ot nosapa. Mbl 3aberkann Bo BHyTPEHHWUI ABOpP Yepes
rNaBHble BOPOTA M BblIHYKAEHHO OCTAHOBU/IUCH.

— Kyaa Tenepb? — cnpocun Kakryc.

C3aan K Ham berkan MyKumnHa. HYepBuBoe AepbMO U 3e/1EHBbIE NAIOYKM.

— Moelwb 3ageprKaTb ero? MHe Hy»KHO noaymartb!

OH B3MaxHyn pPyKOW, NO Hel 3acTPyMAUCb NIMHUW CUAbl, U NO 3emne nobexano nnams,
3aCTaBNAA NtoAel BCKPUKMBATb. OHM KpMYaan Ha Hac, HO Mbl He obpalllann BHUMaHUA.

MeTa obpaTmnack B 6apca. OHa ornagenacob NPULLYPUBLINUCD.

— TaK A cmory nyywe 3aWwunTnTb Teba ot XKapa.

— MeHs He Hy)XHO 3awumwaTb, MeTa. Mbl 3aecb, 4To6bl NOroBOPUTL € MWEeNKoN, a He ApaTbCA C

OHa dbIpKHYNa.

— A He Tbl M TONbKO 4YTO MNOAY4YMNa B yentocTb? M 370 6blna AUWb Cnerka pasgparkeHHas
Nuweika.

Al ckpuBunacb. Hy He Bce e Tak nnoxo. Nwenku, KpyTbl HA NOBOPOTAX, HO A COMHEeBanNachb, 4YTo
OHM BblAAAYT YTO-TO M3 pAAa BOH, AnLb Obl co34aTb Npobaemy. XoTA MOA YeNtoCTb MOr1a CO MHOM He
COrNacuUTbCA.

Mbl WAN MUMO CTPOEHUM, U HaM He NoTpeboBaNOCb MHOFO BPEMEHM, YTOObI NOHATL, YTO BCE
Agepu 3anpeTbl. Kpome oaHoM.

Ha BeplwuHe ceBepo-3anagHOM GallHM, KOTOpas TONbKO HayMHana ropetb, Oblna OTKpbITa
eAMHCTBEHHaA ABepb. HeT, 3To caMwKom NobesHo; To, YTo Mbl BUAENAN OblI0 He NpUrnaleHnem, a
BTOPYKEHNEM.

Al npoBena pykon MO NOKOpPEKEeHHOMY [ABEepHOMY Mpoemy, OTKyAa BblpBanu [ABepb.
MeTtannmyeckne netam 6binnM cnomaHbl nononam, a asepu Boobuwe He Habawaganocb. Ecan He
CYMTATb KPOLLEYHbIE LWENKKU, BAaNABLUMECS HA NONY — 3TO BCE, YTO OCTANOCh OT ABEPU.

Mbl OCTaHOBUANCL BHYTPU, KOraa MNeta nsgana HU3KUM pblK.

- Yro?

— 3aecb NaxHeT TpeBoroi. TposbUM AePbMOM.

MoKa oHa 3TO roBOpM/Ia, MOUX HO3APEN AOCTUINA KYTKasA BOHb. C/IOBHO Ye/sloBeYeCKne OTXOAbI
rog, rTHUAKM Ha XKape.

— bornHa-Martb, aTO Kowmap.

Al 33)Kana HOC pPyKOM, MOTOMY YTO r/1a3a Havanu cne3nTbeA. 3acTaBuB cebAa NPoOMTM B KOMHATY, A
ONycTUNA PYKy M ornagenacb. Y6paHCTBO KOMHATbl BblJ10 MPOCTbIM: CTON C HECKOJIbBKUMW KHUTAMMU,
[1Ba CTyNa W OKHO Ha AanbHel cteHe. OKOHHAA pama bblaa MOKPbITa OCKONKAMM CTEK/A, C/IOBHO €ro
pasbunm yaapom cHapy»u. [lBa wara — 1 5 y okHa. Ha oKoHHOM pame 6pbI3rM KpoBu, 1 A 3ameTua
Ha OCKOJIKE OTMe4yaToK Manbua. f noBepTena CBOEN PYKOM, YTODObl CKOMUPOBATb MOMOXKEHUE PYKW,
OCTaBMBLUEWN OTNEeYaToK. CBepXy Ha pame OCTa/IMCb HECKO/IbKO NPAAEN AJIMHHbIX TEMHbIX BOJIOC.

— OHa BbInpbIrHyna.

— EV KpblwKa, — ckazan KakTyc.

A BbIrNAAHYNA U3 OKHa Ha By/bIXKHbIM TPOTYap.

—Tena HerT.
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— JTO HEe 3HAYM1T, YTO OHa He ymepna. MoxKeT bbITb, €€ 3abpann TPonu.

MNoyemy-TO A COMHEBANACb, YTO €€ TaK Sierko B3ATb. MOXHO CKa3aTb, MHTYULMA.

— Hert, oHa Bbibpanack. A Tenepb HAM HY»KHO HaTK UweiKy. KakTyc, npoBepb KHWUMK, BAPYT Tam
eCTb YTO-TO. KaKaa-Hnbyab noackasKka, YTobbl NOHATb, Kyda UATH.

Al noBepHyacb, Koraa oH NoAHAN 33 KPal KHUTY, C KOTOPO Kanano YTo-TO TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOE.
OH cmopLmn Hoc.

— A HawWén Tponbe Aepbmo.

— Mep3kue co3gaHua, ckasana leTta, obxoaa KomHaTy no Kpyry. — Mx 3anax nepebuBsaet eé€, HO
MHE KaKeTcs, 4To A eé yHioxana.

— Tbl cMOMKellb €€ NoYysaTb, eCM Mbl NogbepEémca A0CTaTOYHO 61M3K0?

- [a.

FNy6oKMIN, HU3KMIN CMEX 3aCTaBM/l MeHA 06epHYTbCS, PYKa MHCTUHKTUBHO NOTAHYNACh K KOMbIO.
B ABepHOM MNpPOEMe CTOS/1 OrPOMHbBIN OpPaHXKeBblit Tpoab. OH 3aMO/HMA €ro LEeANKOM: rosioBa
nognupana Bepx, a PyKM C WeCTbio NasbLaMun BUENWAUCL B Npoem no 6oKkam. Mo KpanHen mepe,
Tenepb NOHATHO, KaK BblipBann ABepb. MManblbl CKMUMAAK TO, YTO OCTANOCh OT PamMbl, OT Yero AepeBo
Tpewano.

Ha Hac cmoTpeno Tpu rnasa: ABa No 60Kam 1 0AuH B LieHTpe nba. 3ybbl BO pTY ObIAU LWMPOKMMMU
N NNOCKMMU, CO3L4aHHbIMK, YTOObI NepemanbliBaTb YTO 6bl TO HM ObINO; YENHOCTU CNOBHO BblNEeNEHbI
no obpasuy cobakm-60Kcepa — TaK CUbHO BbiNMpPana HUKHAS.

— Mpuwna 3a Nweinkoin? A Toxke. MoxeT, Ham 06beANHUTLCA?

OH aBMHYN 6Eapamn B MO CTOPOHY, W nornagunn cebsa, cNoBHO NOcC/e 3TOro A A0NXKHa bbina
3anacTb Ha Hero.

— He-a, He aymato.

A pocTtana Konbe M CKpyTUNa ero NnonoBuHbl BMmecte. OT lMeTbl noBeano azaptom. OHa xoTena
CcpasutbeA ¢ Tpoaem.

Al BCKMHyNa 6poBb, a OHa NoXKana nae4yamu.

— He nepBasa mos BcTpeya ¢ HUMK. Cneay 3a HUM, OH MoaRuratens.

Tponb nepesén B3rnsag ¢ MeHa Ha lNeTy n 06paTHO. ECTECTBEHHO, OH He C/blwan eé.

— MNeyanbHO. Y TaKOW KPaCOTKM B MOCTENN AO/KeH OblTb HACTOAWMM YNeH, a He 3To
PbI’KEBO/IOCOE HeAopa3yMeHMe, — OH YXMbIbHYACA, raaa Ha KaKTyca, a NOTOM MaxHyn pykou, Ao
3TOro obxBaTbiBaBLUEN CBOM

NPUYMHOAN, B €0 CTOPOHY.

CKo/b3KanA cybCcTaHUMA — A Aaxe AyMaTb He XOTesa, Y4TO 3TO — WAenHynacb B Anuyo Kakrtycy.

Ero rnasa BCMbIXHY/M, U OH BbIAOXHYA. DTO yxKe nepebop pnA ObICTPEHbKOro pelleHus
npobaem, ocTaBasCb He3aMeYeHHbIMMU.
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I'maBa 9

KaKTyc BbICTaBW/1 B CTOPOHY TPOAA Najiew, U C HEro COPBAACh KPoLeyHaa naameHHasa 6ycuHa u
Bpe3asiaCb B MOPLUMHUCTYIO OPAHMKEBYI KOXKY. OAHAKO He NOXOo¥Ke, YTO TPOoNA BOOOWE MOMXKHO
NoTPeBOXKUTb OrHEM. OH yXMblbHYACA KaKTycy.

— Beabma, A € yA0OBONbCTBMEM COXPY TBOKO TOLLYHO 3a4HULLY.

Al cxsatuna KakTtyca u oTTonKHyNa ero cebe 3a cnuHy.

— Tbl MHe 34eCb He MOMOLLHMUK.

Obupa B ero rnasax Qp[o/mKkHa Oblna 3acTaBUTb MeHA 33a4ymMaTbCA, HO BbI3Bajla /Wb
pasgpaxkeHue. B cnacatenax He Hy»KAatoCb.

fl cTOANA CNMHOW K TPOJIKO U HE LWEeBEINIACh, 3HaA, YTO OH HE CMOKET YCTOATb. XMLHUKN BCerga
AYyMaloT, YTO OHWU YyMHee BCexX.

MeTta Habnogana 3a HAMK U3-NoA NOAOKOHHUKA, U A HE CBOAMANA C HEE rna3, 0XKMaaa CurHana.
OHa moprHyna, u A passepHynacb, 04HOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM BCKMAbIBAA Konbe. OCTpue BOLWANO TPOIO B
60K. OH B3peBe 1 3aMaxHYNCA HA MEHA OrPOMHbBIMKW 1anamMu.

— AX Tbl noanas cykal

MNeTa okasanacb Mmexay HamMu, HaLeAMBLUUChL Ha ero HOrW U LanHyna 3a KoneHn. OH pyxHyAa Ha
non, 3axkaB 60K. lNeTa rpayMo3HO OTNPbLITHYNA, @ €e XBOCT HEPBHO paspesan BO3AyX.

A pBaHyna U3 TPOJIA CBOE KOMbe M NPUCTABUAA K ero Lee.

— [Mo-xopowemy namn no-naoxomy, Tpob?

— K70 Tbl TaKana? Jltogm He MOryT ABUraTbCA TaK BbICTPO, M Tbl NAaxHEeLb INLWb NECOM U 3eMNEN.

Al Nnpu)Kana ocTpye cuabHee — OHO NPOPe3asnio BEPXHUA CNOW KOXW — U MOBENA ero, C1I0BHO
ounwan polby. C ero pyk copanocb naamsa U yCTPEMWUIOCb KO MHe. fl BCTasla NpoYHee, 3HadA, YTo
KakTtyc... Mnama Bpe3anocb B MeHA U OTKUHYNO K OKHY. OCKOJIKM BMUAUCL B PYKU U CMUHY, NOKa A
nbiTanacb yaeprKaTbca OT NageHus.

— Kakryc!

CKpecTuB pyKu, OH CTOAN B CTOPOHe.

— Al Tebe 34eCb HE NOMOLLHMUK.

Tponb nogHANCA Ha Horu, 1 MNMeTa BLENUIACh B HEro, CHOBA LWBbIPAA Ha NoJ. TaKoM APOCTU Kak
cenyac A He UCNbITbIBasa HUKOTAA.

— OTAnYHbBIM cnocob NoKasaTb, YTO Tbl Ay4lle Jwa, NPUAYPOK.

Al cnpbIrHyna ¢ NOAOKOHHWKA B KOMHATY, B3A1aCb 3a CTO/1 U NepeBepHy/ia ero Ha 60K. KaKryc
B340XHY/.

— MpocTn, a npocro...

— Celyac He Bpems, — npounsHecna lMeTa.

Tponb aepHynca, 4Tobbl BCTAaTb HA HOTWU, OH UCTEKA/1 KPOBbIO, XOTA €ro He o4eHb-TO becnokouam
HaHeCeHHble HaMW paHbl. Ham HyXHO MOTOpanInBaTbCA, OYEeBMAHO, Y TPOAA HEeT OTBETOB Ha Hallu
BOMPOCHI.

fl BOTKHYNa KOMbe emy B LUEK W pe3aHy/sa BAEeBO, NOYTU oTaenms ronosy. KakTyc 3axkan cebe
pOT, @ NO Hawew cBA3K ¢ [leTon A NOYyBCTBOBAaNA YAOBNETBOPEHUE, NPOAANBLUEECA OO0 CEKYHAbI.

Tponb 6bin Nogrkuratenem, 4To 3HaYUT, ero CMepPTb He NPONAET TaK ¥Ke JIeTKO, KaK oTpe3aHue
roN0BblI.

YnaB, ero Teno B30pBasioChb MNJamMmeHeM TOYHO TaKOro e LBeTa, KaK M KOXa, KOTopoe B3BUNOCH
B ABEPHOM MpPOEMe, npakTuyeckn 610knpysa ero. OroHb 06XKUran Tak CUAbHO, YTO MHE MPULLIOCH
NONATUTLCA, KOr4a OH AOCTUM NOTOJIKA.

YepsunBoe aepbmo. KakTyca A NpocuTb O MOMOLLM He cobupanacb. YTO OCTaBAANO MHe /MLWb
OAMH BbIX0A, — OKHO. NeTa 0bHI0OXana KHUry Ha Nosy, Ha KOTOPOW OCTaBaNOCh AEPbMO TPONA.

— [lymato, 370 NpaBAa MoXeT NOMOYb HaMm.
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Al noAHANA KHUTY U 3aCyHy1a eé c3aam cebe 3a pemeHb.

—MNerTa, Tbl roTOBa?

Al noxnonana ceba no naedvy. OHa 06paTMIaCch B KOLKY M NPbITHYAa MHE Ha pyKkW. A nocaguna
eé cebe Ha Nnevyo 1 NOBEPHYNACh K OKHY.

— Al mory noTywunTb Naams, J1apk, — ckaszan KakTyc U3BMHAIOLWLMMCA TOHOM.

— Hert, He cTonT 6ecnokonTbCA. Al yylue CnyLycb NO CTEHE, YeM PUCKHY YTPYXAaTb TebAa, — A
NPOU3HEC/a 3TO MAaKCMMaNIbHO HEMTPA/IbHbIM FOI0COM, Ha KOTOpPbIM 6bla1a CNOCOOHA B TY MUHYTY.

— He Hapgo Tak.

fl pasBepHynacb M TKHY/1a NanbLEB eMy B rpyap.

— He Hapo Kak? BbbiTb B oTAMume OT Teba KOMaHAHbIM MIrpoKom? PaccumTbiBaTb, YTO Thbl
NMOMOXeLlb, Koraa 3To notpebyetca? lpocTy, 4To cumTana Tebs AOCTAaTOYHO B3POC/bIM, YTOObI
NPUHOCUTL NO/b3Y, a He Bpea.

fl oTBepHynacb WM wWarHyna K OKHy. MeHA noanuTbiBan rHes, 4To obneryano BO3IMOXKHOCTb
ynpaBAsaTb KAMHEM, U3 KOTOPOro BbICTPOEHA BallHA — NO KpaliHel mepe, A Ha 3TO paccunTbiBana. A
BbI6WNa OCTaBLIMECA OCKO/IKM U3 PaMbl, BbIN€3/1Aa U MOBUC/A Ha PYKaX.

Al cxBaTMNacb OAHOM PYKOW 33 KaMEeHHYK CTeHy Mo, KapHM3om. KameHb pacniasuaca nog
nanbLamm 1 CTan Kak MATKUI KNen, a NoTOM 3aTBepaen.

— HanomHu-Ka ewe pas, noyemy A He O0/KHA YMeTb 3TOro Aenatb? — obpatmnace A K lete,
CNYCKAACb BHM3 NO NpogesaHHbIM MHOK yCTynam gna pyk. MocnegHee, yero A ceMyac xoTena, Tak 1o
NeKuma Ha Temy «Hy»KHO B6bITb MomaArye ¢ Kaktycom».

— HackonbKo A NOHMMAlo, TO, YTO Aenaewsb Tbl, 3TO yNpaBieHWEe MeNb4anWMMKN YacTMLLAMMU
BewecTtBa. Kak TeppanuHr Tbl MOXKelwb nNepemewatb MeCcKU, MOMKelb YCKOPATb POCT PACTEHWUM,
MOKeLb 06LWaTbCA C XKMBOTHbIMU. HO YTOObLI B3ATb KAMEHb U PAa3MArYUTb €ro Tak, YTobbl OH MOMEHSAN
dopmy, — 3TOro He 6bINIO CO BPpeMeH Cambix MepBbIX TeppannHroB. ITa CNOCOBHOCTL cyYMTanacb
yTEPAHHOWN.

Al cnpbirHyna Ha BpycyaTKy B TO e BpeMsA, Kak KaKTyc Bbllen 13 rnaBHbIx geepein. Ha meHs oH
He NOCMOTpPEeN, N MeHs 3TO pagoBano. A npowna yepes ABOp K BOKOBOWN CTEHE M B3IMAXHyNa PYKOW.
KamHu pasnetenncb, U A BbllWa 4Yepe3 MNpogenaHHOe oTBepcTMe, He obpawasa BHMMaHMA Ha
YCTaBUBLLMXCA HA MEHA NoJen.

— OH ynpouaeT Tebe 3aga4y no Bbibopy Jwa, — ckasana leTa.

— 3TO TOYHO, — A MOCMOTpPENA NPSIMO nepes, coboir.

— TepneTb He MOTY C/IY»KUTb FOJIOCOM pPa3yma, NOTOMY YTO cuMTato KaKTyca Henoaxoaawmm ans
Tebs... Ho pasBe OH BbIrNAAUT 0O6UKEHHbIM? HacTonbKo, 4Tobbl NoaBeprHyTb Tebsa onacHocTn? —
CKa3ana OHa TMXO, AaBas BPEMSA Ha pa3MbllieHue.

— Ho Toraa 3auem emy 310? 3a4yem nogBepraTb MeHs ONacHOCTH?

— Mory Ha3BaTb NLLIb OAHY NPUYNHY.

Al ornaHynacb NpoBepuTb, NAET N OH 3@ HAMM — OH LWEN, 3aCYHYB PYKM B KapMaHbl U ONYyCTUB
ronosy.

— OH NOHUMaET, YTO yKe noTepan TebA, U NpocTo AenaeT TBOW Bbi6Op Nerye.

Al BCcTana Kak BKonaHHaA. Ceppgue 6eweHo 3aKonotTunocb B rpygu. Het, Het, HeT. A
OTKa3blBaNaCb BEPUTb, YTO OHA MPaBa, HO... 9TO Noxoxe Ha Kaktyca. OH Tepnen HakasaHue 3a MeHs,
Korga mbl 66111 AeTbMU U BMeCTe Nonaganu B HENPUATHOCTU. JTOBUAM BCErAa ero, He MeHs.

Al 3aKpblna rnasa v NonbiTanacb 3ameganTb PUTM cepaua. KakTyc ocTaHOBUACA B HECKONbKUX
Wwarax nosaan. A meaneHHO pa3BepHyach.

— Tbl NbITaeWwbCA Pa303/MTb MeHA? NbITaelbCA OTTONIKHYTb?

OH He OTKpbIBaN OT MeHA B3rNA4.
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— fl xouy, 4TObbI Tbl Obl1a cHacTAnBa, JlapK. Jllobo Teba 4OCTaTOYHO CU/IBHO, YTOObI OTNYCTUTD,
€C/I1 3TO NPUHeceT Tebe cyacTbe.

YepT 6bl ero nobpan. Y meHa 3aTpAcnacb HUKHAA ryba.

— Al He mory 064ymaTb 3TO cenyac, MOKa Mbl MbITa@MCA CNACTU OTLA. ITO Mbl CMOXKeM 06cyanTb
NO3’)Ke, HO MHe HY»KHO 3HaTb, MOTY /1N A Ha TebA PaccYMTbIBATb UM HET.

OH warHyn 6anKe 1 B3N MO0 PYKY M NOAHAN eé TaK, 4Tobbl noLenoBaTb Naf0Hb.

— Al Bcerpga pagom. MpocTu, A... A BUKY B Tebe YyBCTBO BUHbI U HE XO4Y ero ycyryonato.

Al no3Bosnna emy 06HATL MmeHA. MeaieHHO NOAHANA rON0BY K ero naevy.

— Al He mory BbIbpaTb, KaKTyc. He 3actaBnaii meHs.

— OpHaxkabl Tebe npmuAaeéTca, — OH NOLEenoBas MeHs B BUCOK.

— Hy Bce. lNopa natn, — pesko npounsHecna lera.

Al oTCTynMAa, He BbINYCKaa ero pyKkn ns CBOMX.

— M3-3a TebA MeHs YyTb He younu.

— Xa. Tbl NpeKpacHo cnpaBuaachk. f 3Han, Y4TO Tbl CMOXKELUb.

OH nox/nonan no MPOXMKEHHbIM MATHAM Ha MOEM XUAeTe U NoAMMUIHyn MHe. [onxHa
NPW3HaTb, YTO NOYYBCTBOBAA 0b6EerYeHne, XoTa Bce eweé cepannach.

OH 060LWEN MeHA M NOCTyYan No TAXKENOMY NepennéTy KHUIU, YTO 5 B3A1a C COBON.

— Hy 4T0 K, NOCMOTPUM, 4YTO TYT Yy Hac.

Al BbICYHY/1la KHUTY U BbITAHYNA eé nepes cobon. 3aroNoBoK rnacun : «AdpuKa B KapTUHKax». A
OTKpbI/1a €€ U CKPUBKUAACb OT UCXOAALLENO 3aMaxa TPObero Aepbma.

— Mep3Kue co3gaHma. He npeactaBnato, KTO MOr NOCYUTaTb UX XOPOLLEN MaEgeN.

— OpaHa BegbMa Ha NyTU K cune, — BbinatoHyNa lMeTa.

3aHATHO.

KapTUHKKN Obln APKMMU U KUBbIMU U OAHOBPEMEHHO YHbINbIMU M NYCTbIMU. A HUKOrga He
6blna B APppurKe, HO 3HaNA, YTO TamM eCTb MeCTa, CO3BYYHble MHe. Henpoxoaumble AMXKYHIN, Ayra c
NacyLMMMCA Ha HUX }KUBOTHbIMM, FTOpPbI, FAe 3eMAA TAHETCA K Heby.

fl nepeBepHyNa CTPAHULY M 3amepna Npu BUAE KPOBABOro OTneyaTka nasbla. TOro e, 4to u
Ha OKOHOW pame, OH b6bl1 HEMHOIO MCNaYKaH B ronyboi Kpacke.

MecyaHble AOHbI YXOAUAN MPAMO B OKeaH TPEeYro/ibHUKOM, MOXOXKMM Ha rON0BY ApPaKoHa.

—3aecb. OHa 3aechb.

— Tbl yBepeHa? — KaKTyC CKNOHWCA HAag, MOMM MJIeYOM, 33Z1€B CBOMM T€/IOM, U 3TOr0 XBATUNO,
4yTOb6bI A HA MrHOBEHMeE 3abblna, YTO XOTena cKasaTb.

MeTa nounctnna ropno.

— ['onosy BKAtOYN, J1apkK.

Al MbICIEHHO BCTPAXHYNACh.

— [a, yBepeHa. ITo e€ oTne4yaTok.

— 3TO MOXKeT 6bITb 1OBYLLKOW.

— He gns Hac. B nto6bom cnyyae, oHa NbiTanacb NPMBAEYb KOFO-TO eLé.

MeTa Ha Moem naeye KMBHyNa.

— CornacHa. NWwenkn — ymHble U XUTpble NPONA0XN. H13enb CKasana, YTo KTO-TO eLLé UCKan eég,
BO3MOHO, OHa cama MAET No Ux creay.

Pe3Kko gepHys, A BblpBasa CTpaHULY 1 CBEPHYAA eé.

— MecyaHble atoHbI 6eckpaliHue. Ham HyXHO byaem obneTeTb MX, UTOObI HaliTK €€ nobbicTpee.

— W KaKk Tbl cobupaelwbca 310 caenatb? — cnpocun Kaktyc. — Y ApaKoHOB cenyac GpayHblii
nepuog, 4Yto AenaeT MxX npakTuyeckn becnonesHbimn. HM oanH Cunbd ToXKe He yaenut tebe HuU
MMUHYTKM CBOEr0 BPeMeHW. A rapnuam a A0BepAl0 TEM CUIbHEE, YEM AaJblUe CMOTY UX 3aLUBbIPHYTb.
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A c nérkocTblo onpeaennna, rae HaxoauMTcA 3anag, M BCTasa B 3TOM HanpasaeHUKU. 3HaHue, rae
BOCXOAMUT COJIHLE, CUAEN0 BO MHE TaK e rnMyboKo, KaKk 1 cuabl 3eman n yxa.

—MNeTa, a Tbl YTO Aymaewb?

— [Oymato, uto Tebe HyxeH BTOpon damunbAp. Kpblnatoe, [OBONLHO KPYMHOE CYLLECTBO,
cnocobHoe nepeHocuTb Tebs, Obio 6Gbl Becbma KcTaTu. Kak-To Tak, ecnn Obl BbibMpana A, — OHa
CKOHWNA ronosy HaboK.

— [IpaKoH? — MOJIHbIM HaAeXAbl rofiocom npousHec Kaktyc, xoTa Becbma npeHebpernTenbHO
OTHOCU/CA K BOMbLLINM ALLEPULIAM.

— Het. OHM aenAaT cBA3U TONbKO C UCTpebutenamm gemoHoB. KTo-To apyron. Xmmm.

OHa 3atuxna, a A npoao/mkuna matu. Yto Obl OHA HWM CKasana, HamMm BCe PaABHO HYXKHO
npeoaoneTb KaHaa WM MOMacTb Ha KOHTUHEHT. OKa3aBWWCb TaM, Mbl Kak-HMOyab pobepémcsa no
HebecHbIX co34aHUI. ECTb HECKO/IbKO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHbIX CYLLECTB, A0 KOTOPbIX MOXHO A0b6paTbCs.
fapnunun, XoTb M KECTOKNE, HO C HUMW MOXKHO AOrOBOPMTLCA 3a ONpeaenéHHylo nnaty. Tam Tak xe
060CHOBA/INCb HECKO/IbKO BbIBOAKOB rpMdOHOB.

Ho y meHs 6blno Takoe Y4yBCTBO, YTO YTO 6bl MeTa HM Npuaymana, 3To byaeT HeuTo UHoe...

—Y6noaokK. [lymato, 3T0 AN5 HAC HaUAY4YLWLMA BapUaHT.

KakTyc ycmexHynca.

— JTO Xe WYTKa, TaK? Pa3se oH He B peumn?

MeTa nogHANa ronosy.

— [a, A yXe BCTpeyanacb C HAM paHblue, XOTA 3TO OblI0 O4YeHb AaBHO. [lymato, OH MeHsA
BCMNOMHMUT, U A cMmory ybeauTb ero nomoyb Ham. Ham B ntobom cnyyae npuaerca natnm B Ty CTOPOHY.
Ecnum ToNbKO Bbl HE XOTUTE yoeauTb Nt0AeN NOAHATL BAaC Ha UX Kesle3HbIX NTULAX C 3aBUTYLLKaMM.

CTonno ToNbKoO NogymaTtb O TOM, YTOObl AOBEPUTb }KU3Hb YENOBEYECKOM LUTYKOBUHE, KaK MeHsA
ofonena ToWHoOTA.

— HeT, mbl noigém K YontogKy. Ecnm Tel He cOMHeBaeLLbCs.

— 37O Hal eAMHCTBEHHbIN WaHC, — cka3ana leTa, — a NoKa Tbl He 3aBena BToporo ¢pamunbapa,
MOXeT bbITb, Mbl CMOXXem ybeauTb ero nomodb Ham. OH cnerka NporaoT, Tak YToO efa B KayecTse
Harpagbl MOXeT COUTU. Unn NnpegnoxKnTb emy KakMx-HMOYAb KPaCOTOK.

A ckpmBunacb. [1o MmeHA AOXOANNU CNYXK, YTO C YOnoaKoM TaxKeno... OH oANH U3 HEMHOTUX
AENCTBUTENbHO OAMHOKMX CO34aHWIM B MUpPe, MOTOMY 4YTO OH MMEHHO 4Ybé-TO cOo3A4aHue, a He
06bl4HOE cylecTBo. [laxe TPOAN MOF/IM PA3MHOXKaTbCA U UMeTb aeTel. A YOntoa0K — HerT.

—Torpa peweHo, MAEM K Hemy. M Hagetocb, Ham yaacTtca yoeauTb ero MoOMoYb HaMm.

Y10-TO MHE noAcCKasbiBano, nNerko He byaer, HO Ao lMpeunn ewé ganeko. BoamoxKHO, rae-To
nocepeanHe mbl Haliaém bonee npocTon cnocob.

lMoyemy-TO A B 3TOM COMHEBA/IaCb, HO HAAEATLCA-TO HYXKHO.
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I'naBa 10

— [lymaelwb, napom — 310 6e3onacHo?

KaKTyc npucen y Kpasa 04KM, MOKa Mbl XA4a/1M BOCXOAA CO/HLA M NPMXo4a BnagenbLa.

— A Tbl XO4eLWb OTNPABUTLCA A0 MaTepuMKa BM/1aBb? — A U30rHyAa 6pOBb, U OH MOMOTaN rO/1I0BOW.

— He-a. A ncnopyy npuyécky.

MeTa dbIpKHYNA U cierka B3gpOrHyna.

— J1apK, Yy MeHA oLyLLeHMe...

Opyrux cnos ot MeTbl He nocnegosano. Hag Hamn NOAHANACL BOJIHA C TAKOM CKOPOCTbIO, YTO
9TO MOT0 3HAYUTb INLb OAHO. YHAMHA peLlnn, 4To Mbl ANA HEro yrposa.

Al pBaHyna Hasag Bmecte ¢ Kaktycom u eTon, NoToOMy 4TO TyAa, FAe Mbl TO/IbKO YTO CTOANM,
obpywmrnace orpomHas BonHa. E€ rpebeHb AOTAHY/ACA 40 MOWX HOM, 3aCTAaBMB PACM/IACcTATbCA Ha
b6eToHe, yKpennaslwem HabepexHyto.

LepwaBan 6eToHHasa HabeperkHan pasopsasa 6PIOKM U KOXKY. 3allMneB, s NepeBepHy/iacb Ha
CNUHY W B3rNAHY/MA Ha TO MECTO, F4Ae Mbl TONbKO 4YTO cToAAM. K Ham npubaukanca 3ByK rpOMKOro
CMEeXxa, U Ha MTHOBEHMeE A pewunna, 4to 3to PuHAN, Koponesa YHAMH, PasbirpbiBaeT HacC.

N3 Boapl nogHAnacb ¢urypa m Bbiwna Ha beper. Ha Hac yctaBuaacb He AEBOYKa, AaXKe He
EHLMHa, a Xy[0M KaK pesibca my>KumHa. OH nepeBén B3rnaa c meHa Ha KakTtyca, Ha lNeTy n cHoBa Ha
MmeHs. Ero Bcero nepegepHyno, u Koraa gpoxb Aobpanack 40 ronosbl, OH OTKMHYN €€ Ha3aA. TEMHble
rnasa u euwé 6onee TEMHble BONOCbI CAMWKOM HanoMWHanu PekBumema. KoTopbl M3HAcMI0Ban
Benny, nbiTanca youte meHa 1 dwa M edBa He 3axBaTua TPOH YHAMH. CKas3aTb, YTO OH HE M3 MOUX
NntobuMmumKos, byaeT ABHbIM NpeymeHblueHeM. Ecam oH Bce eLé XuB.

YHAVHa CHOBA B34POrHY/, Ha 3TOT Pa3 He TaK CUJIbHO.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, KTO A7

—MNeTa, oH Te6e HMKOro He HaNnOMUHaeT?

— MblWKHOE AepbMO, OH BbINUTbIN PekBMEM, — OHA WENKHyna 3ybamu. — A gymana, mbl ero
yobunu.

Konua PekBnema ynana Ha YeTBEPEHbKU M MONO/3/1a BNEPES, KaK *KUBOTHOE.

— PekBuem. PekBnem 6bi1 momm 6patom. Y6040K A0 MO3ra KOCTEN, OH M3rHan MeHA, U BOT A
34ecb, 6e3yMHbIN, KaK paK-OTWeNbHMK 6e3 pakoBUHbI. HeT mHe Tenepb mecTa, 4Tob Ha3BaTb ero
O0MOM, M KOTOPOE NUTano 6bl MO AyLy.

OH noabupanca K Ham, U A caenana HeCKONbKO LWAroB Hasag,. M3rHaHHbIM dnemeHTanb... YKe
coweawunii c yma ot notepu goma. A cxeatuna Kaktyca 3a pyKy.

— fl He Xxo4y cpaxatbcs ¢ HUM. Ecnm ero marHan PekBMeM, BO3MOXKHO, OH Obln HEMJOXUM
napHem.

— BeposTHO, y Hac HeT Bbibopa.

KaKTyc pasBepHyn MeHA K Mnoasywemy K Ham agpyromy dnemeHTtanto. Ewé ogmH YHAMHA C
NAABHMKAMM, TOPYALLMMU U3 PYK U HOT.

— eTa, CKa*kn, 4TO Mbl CMOKEM YrOBOPUTb UX.

OHa 3acTtoHana.

— HeT. M3rHaHHbIX HYXXHO cpa3y e ybuBaTb. He mMOTOMy YTO OHW 3aCNyXKMBAKOT CMepTH, a
NOTOMY YTO OHW OMACHBbI...

YHOMHA cneBa B3peBen M OBPoOCUNCA HA Hac, ero PyKM M HOMU YAJMHUAUCL, MOKAa OH
npespawanca B OrPOMHON0 OCbMMHOrA, M K Ham YCTPEeMUAUCb ero wynanbua. A ynana Ha ogHo
KOJIEHO M BbIXBAaTUANA U3-33 NoAca Konbe. OCbMUHOr-NepeBepTbiWw NpU3emManaca Ham ¢ Kaktycom Ha
ronosbl. He ycnena a ocBob6oauTb Komnbe, Kak Hac 06BMAM LWynanbLa CO CKOPOCTbI, Ha KOTOPYHO
CNOCO6HbI N1LWb 3Men BO Bpema BpocKa, Tak A Aymasa paHble. Hac npuxkano gpyr K apyry, Tak Kak
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YHOMHA CKpyyYMBan Lynanbua Bce Tyxe. [0/10BYy NPUOABMAO K ero BbliMyKAOMY a3y, U Ha MeHA
0bpyLINANCh €ro MbICAN.

«Yben ux, nposaBu NpensaHHOCTb, He cnpawuBaK, yben nx, 3abepn meHA JOMOM, NOXKANYNCTA,
3abepyn MeHs 4OMOM, He OCTaBNAN MeHA 34ech, A nornbato, Mol pasym TaeTt, ybein nx, 3abepm meHs
AOMOW, Hanau ANs MeHsA MecTo, yoen nx».

Moto ronosy 3aTonuaum ero neyanb n 601b, N ecam Hbl A CTOANA, €r0 IMOLMK NoBEPrAN Bbl MeHs
Ha KoJieHW. 3apblyan KakTyc, U BOKPYr HEro BCMbIXHY/0 MJaMA M ropeno A0CTaTOYHO A0Aro, YTobbl
wynanbua oceobognnm ero. Ho meHs, HECMOTPA HA 3TO, OHU 06BMAN eLLé cunbHee.

Mbl cKaTUAUCL K Boge. B naHMKe OCbMWHOT NOAHAN CBOKO YPOOIMBYIO FON0BY.

— Yepsusoe gepbmo, Kaktyc, nomorn mHe!

— A nbITatoChb.

3a cekyHAy [0 TOro, KaKk CXBaTUBLUMA MeHA YHANHA NepeBannca Yepes AepeBAHHbIA HAaCTUA B
BOAY, YWeN JOCTUT 3BYK WMMALLEN NOA OTHEHHbBIM LWAPOM NIOTH.

Bce, uTO A Morna ¢ npuKaTbiMM NO HOKam pyKamu, 3To 6ecnomowHO 60TaTb KOMbEM B BOAE U
HafeATbCA, YTO PaHIO ero XOTb KaK-To. Mbl KpyTUAUCBL, @ A OrnaAbiBanacb Ha NOBEPXHOCTb BOAbI.
Llynanbua cKanucb, a NOTOM YyTb pasKanmcb. Ho 3Toro xsaTnno, 4tTobbl pasBepHYTbLCA U NOAHATb
Konbe.

Kasanocb, Bpema 3amepnio, Korga Hawu B3rnaabl BCTPeTUANCb. OH MOPrHY, KauHy rON10BOM U
cnerka oTo4BUHYAN rON0BY Ha3aAd. KNtoBOM, MOXOXKMM Ha KNtOB NOMNyras, OH HaLenunca B MOE Nuuo.
OTOABWHYN MEHA eLLé Ha Napy AOMMOB M Noya006HEe NOBEPHYA LLyNaibLaMW.

CkaB rybbl, A HanpaBW/ia KOMbe B LLEHTP €ro ro/oBbl M MonbiTasacb He AymMaTb, NMOYemMy ero
n3rHanu. Motomy 4to npoTuBocToAn Peksmemy? MOTOMY YTO NbITANCA OCTAHOBUTb }KECTOKOro TMPaHa
M He AaTb eMy 3axBaTUTb TPOH y ceba goma?

«lpoctn meHa».

He 3Hato, 6bina 310 MoA Mbicib Man ero. A BOH3MNA ocTpue rnybxke n nposepHyna. B soay
XNIbIHYNA KPOBb, M LWynanbla MeaseHHO ocBoboaunn meHa. CywectBo AepHYNOCb, M Liynanbla
o6BucAn. Teno CTano NOrpy»KaTbCA B YEPHUNbHOro LBeTa rnybuHy, oHO TpaHCHOPMMPOBANOCH B
nocneHni pas 1 B NOCNeAHUN pPa3 BAOXHYI0 BOAY.

Kpenko ckaB Komnbe, A nognablia K noBepxHoctu. i npobpanack Ha 3ByK 60pbbbl U pbl4aHMA
MeTbl. CxBaTUBLIMCL 33 Kpal AOKa, A NOAHANACL M3 BOAbl, HO He BCTasla Ha Horu. Mpamo nepeno
MHoM Kaktyc u lMeTa eaBa ycneBanun yBopaumBaTbCs OT NepBoro YHAMHbI, OHW He NonaZannucb emy B
PYKM, HO INLLb YYZOM.

Al BcTana, 3aBesia pPyKy Hasagd, pasberkanacb B ABa Lara M BbiNyCTMAa Konbe. Konbe cnerka
KaQYHY/0Cb B NOMETE — OHO HE PACCYMTAHO Ha TAKOE METaHWe — HO BPEe3aJioCb B €ro CnNuHy cnesa. OH
LWWMPOKO PACKMHYN PYKW 1 B3peBen. [poBeas pykamu no CnnHe, OH NOMbITaAcA HallynaTb KOMnbe, HO
He CMOT M ynas AMuom Bnepéa,.

— MHe KoHeLl, — NPOU3HEeC OH, HO ero CN1Ha BCe eLLé B34bIMaNacb U ONycKanacb. A 0OCTOPOXKHO
nogowna u npucena pagom c ero ronoson. OH NOAHAN HA MEHA 11333, HO He WeBeNbHYNCA. TEMHbIe,
KaKue e OHW TEMHble, Kak HoYHoe Hebo.

— Tbl nobeanna Peksnema?

— [1a. OH 6bin Tem ewwé y6atoaKom.

OH 3apbl4yan 1 3aMaxHyACA Ha MeHA. fl NpuKana ero rosoBy K 3emae U NpUMAaBuAa KOJEHOM
OAMMKAMLLYIO KO MHE PYKY.

— lMNeTa, mbl MOXKem no3satb PuHAN?

Ero nepegepHyno noa moeit pyKom.

— [Onta MHe He cmoXXeT nomoudb. HUKTO He cmoxKeT. [pUMKOHYM meHA. Tbl e DHaep. A
npukasbiato: MPUKOHYUN MEHA!
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OH 3aKpAXTeN N AepHYACA B MOKO CTOPOHY, HO B ero Tesie 60blue He 0CTasoCh CU.

CeBoboaHOM pyKoi A BbiTalLWAA HOXK, CNIPATAHHbIN B rofIeHu1LLEe canora.

— Tbl yBepeHa, JTapKk? — cnpocun KaKryc.

Ho s noHana noaTekct. CMmory v A Kntb, yous YHANHY COBEPLUEHHO XAaAHOKPOBHO? Ho yero
KakTyc He 3HaA, TaK 3TO TOro, Yto ybuincTeso He byaeT xnagHOKPoBHbIM. Munocepaue — 31o Nt060Bb,
noHMMaHue. A mory gatb YHAUHE TO, B YEM OH HY»KAAeTcA.

— Tebe ecTb, YTO CKa3aTb HanocnenokK, ecin besymue eweé He NoaHOCTbIO 0BAaaeno Tobon? —
crnpocuna A.

YHAMHA N040 MHOM COAPOTHYCA.

— PekBnem mépts?

- [a.

—Torpa mHe 6oblue HeYvero ckasaTtb. fl uay B 06bATbA bornHn-Matepu.

Al He cTana XAatb JanbHenwmx cnos. Co BCeM CUAbI A BOH3WAA HOX €My B LUEH C3aaw,
noATONKHYNa ero Bnepén anAa bonowen ysepeHHOCTU. Ero Teno AepHynocb, M BCe TONbKO 4TO
HanpAXXEéHHbIe MbIWLbl pacciabunmcb nocne cmepTu.

BbiTawme 06a KAMHKa, A no ogHomMy obTepna uMx O ero cnuHy. OHWM 3ap’KaBeloT, ecim A He
OUMLLY MX TWATeNbHO.

Al 3acyHyna HOXK 06pPaTHO B rosieHULLLE, @ KONbe NPUKPENUAA K NOACY, AeNCTBYA aBTOMATUYECKW.
be3 cnoB A B3A1a TEMHble PYKM YHAMHbI U NOATALLMAG €ro K Kpato BoAbl. 1 MON0XMAA ero Ha CrnHY, a
PYKM ycTpouna Ha rpygu. MNeta nowesennnacb cbOKy 1 npmKanacb K moen Hore.

— [lpyroro BbIxoga He 6bin10.

— 3Hato. Ho nsrHaHue m3 FnybuHbl 3a conpoTuBaeHne Peksmemy... lymato, PuHAum ycTtpounna 6bbl
BCE NPaBU/IbLHO.

A npuxkana pykn Kk 6esbimaHHOMY YHAuMHe. KoponeBa YHAMH A0OMXKHA Oblia AaTb NPUIOT TEM,
Koro usrHan Pekunem. Noyemy oHa 3Toro He caenana? Ha aTot Bonpoc y meHA He bblno oTeeTa.

A ckatnna YHAUHy B BOAY.

— M au B €€ 06BbATbA C MUPOM.

Paspganca Bcnneck, U BOAA 3arnoTuMna ero eguMHCTBEHHOW BOJIHOM, pasrnaamslienca 3a
CYMTAHHbIE CEKYHAbI, CNTOBHO €ro HMKOrAa u He 6b110. Ho OH *Ke M3rHaHHbIM, BO3MOXHO, B 3TOM BCe
aeno. N3rHaHHble npeaatoTca aHademe, CZIOBHO MX HUKOTAA M He CyLL,ecTBOBalio.

HasepHoe, lMeTa npoyna mon mbicnn.

— Wx umeHa ctupatotca otosctogy. Ckopee Bcero, ®uHAM paxe He nopo3peBaeTr 06 Mx
nponae.

Al nouyBcTBOBaNa pyKy KakTyca Ha cBoeit Leke 1 NnpuabHyna K Hemy. Bo MHOrom oH 6bin maArye
Swa... M1 B 3TOT KOHKPETHbIN MOMEHT OH MOYYBCTBOBA/, YTO MHE HYXHO. [lpMKOCHOBEHWE W
NOHMMaHWE TOro, YTO OH CO MHOM 6e3 Kakoro-1Mbo AaBNeHUA KPOMe TOro, YTO KAET Hac Bnepeau.

Al BCTana v NPoTAXKHO BblAOXHYNA.

— [laBainTe BO3bMEM NI04KY.

KaKTyc KpMBO YXMbl/IbHY/ICA.

— YKpagem?

— [lymato, Ha cerofHA 3TO0 HAaUMEHbLUMIM U3 MOWX FPEXOB, — A XOTesa MNOWYTUTb, HO BbILJIO
C/IMLLIKOM MJIOCKO, YTO YOMNO MO0 »KanKyto NonbITKy. — [poCcTUTe, MEHA NOAKMMAET BpeMA.

— 3TO Tbl MHe roBOpULWb? — nNpoBopYan KaKTyc, HO HacTpoeHMe CHOBa MOMOJ3/10 BBEpX. B
CYMTAHHbIE MUHYTbI Mbl OTBA3a/IN NOAKY, AOBOJIbHO MaJieHbKYO € napycom. lleTa BbixaxKmBana no
OOKY.

— OHa ManeHbKas, AyMmaellb, 3TO XopoLlas naea?

— HeT, HO Tbl xo4elWwb nonacTb B [peunto. Kakune ewé BapmaHTbl?
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— A1 6bl Nyylle NeLwKoMm Tallnaach BCO AOPOry, Yem cena B 3Ty 1oAKy. He ntobato Boay, Jlapk.

OHa moprHyna OorpomMHbIMKU 3en€éHbIMKU rnaszamn. O4HAKO, y)Ke 3anpbirMBana B BoAy, YTOObl
CNAcTU MeHA A0 TOro, Kak ctasa momm damunbapom. Y MNeTbl B rpyam 6munock cepaue ApPaKkoHa.

— He 10, 4TO6bI A HbIIA OT HEE B BOCTOPre, HO HAaM BCEM NMPUXOAMUTCA AeNaTb TO, YTO Mbl He
ntobum. [laBai, Tbl MOXKeLb CNaTb BCKO AOPOrY.

fl NoKasana Ha YTO-TO MATKoe, C yrnybneHnem nocepeguHe. MgeanbHaa KowadbA NOCTENb, KaK
MHEe NoAyManocs.

OHa B340XHYyNa M 06paTnNacb KOWKOM, NOTOM 3anpbirHy/ia B I04KY M CTana yCTpamBaTbCA.

— TyT He ocobeHHOo ya06HoO.

— XBaTUT HbITb, Hese3dyyaa Kowka, — npounsHec KakTyc.

OHa 3awunena Ha Hero, HO HMYEro He oTBeTMNA. A WarHyna B8 NOAKY MNocneaHen W
OTTONKHYNACb OT AOKA HOTFOW.

— Kak, ag meHsa gepu, mbl cobpannck nonactb B peunto? — cnpocun Kakryc. — He 1o 4tobbl A
comHeBasnca B Tebe, npuHLecca. MpocTo MHTepecHo.

Al Hawynana cHbOKy KOXKaHyl CymKy. dwy A 6bl cpasy [AOBEPMNACb, U 3TO 3aCTaBUIO MEHS
BbITAWMTb AbIMYATLIA OPUNANAHT. BbICTPbIM ABUMXEHMEM A HAHW3aNa €ro Ha KOXAHbIN LHYPOK,
Hagena yepes ro/soBy U CnpATana noa KMaetom.

— He Bblgait meHs, KaKtyc.

Y Hero 6poBu B3NETENN BBEPX.

— fl HUKOMY He paccKasas, YTo Tbl 3aCyHyna B Tapenky Kaccasbl CBUHOE AepbmMoO ogHaxabl. U
MeHSA BbINOPOAN, NMOTOMY YTO A Nnpomonyan. Bcé un Tak 3Hanwm, Jlapk. Ho a gepkan poT Ha 3amKe.

MeTa GbIpKHYNa OT CMeXa, NepeBePHYBLUNCH Ha CMINHY.

— He Bepto.

OH 3acmenAnca BMecTe C HeW.

— TouHo. EcTecTBeHHO, OHa NO3BOAM/IA MEHSA BbINOPOTb.

Al ynblbHyNnacb U 3aKaTuAa rnasa.

— Ham 6b1n10 no gecatb. U A 3Hana, 4To Takoe NopKa, He xy*Ke Teba. HacKoNbKo A NOMHIO, AHEM
paHee A ToXe MoJly4nna HaroHsamn 3a Teba.

— [lymaelwb, A He 3Ha/, YTO TaKoe NOPKa PEMHEM? — OH OTKMHYJ/ICA Ha CBOEM MecTe. — YBEpPEH, Y
MEHS AarKe OCTa/ICb LWPaMbl, AO0KA3bIBaAOLLME, HACKO/IbKO A XOPOLO C Hel 3HaKom. Mory noKkasaTb,
€C/IN He BEepullb, — OH CMOTPEN Ha MEeHA MPUCTaNIbHO, @ MOTOM MEeAJIEHHO NOAMMUIHYA. HeT, A He
coburpanacb CMOTPETD.

— A nac.

— MpepnoxkeHne B cune, NpuHLEecca.

Al cena noypobHee M ycnokowna pgbixaHue. YNpaBieHWe APYrMM 31€MEeHTOM [aBasoCb MHe
Henerko. Ho Hac NoXKMmano Bpemsa, N Ham Hy»KHo bbino gobpaTbes B Mpeyuto.

— CKaXku-Ka, noyemy 6bl MHe He HanpPaBUTbCA NPAMO K neckam Hamnbun?

— [NoTomy uTO NYCTbIHA OrPOomMHa, J1apk, — oTBeTuANa lNeTa. — Mbl MOXKem UCKaTb €€ Heaenamm u
He HaWTW, OHa MOMKeT yexaTb oTTyaa. Ham HyxeH 6onee 6bicTpbiii cnocob anA npouyecbiBaHMA
TeppuTopumn. Kpome TOro, y MeHs npeavyBcTBMe HacuéTt Yontoaxa.

A nocmoTpena Ha Heé.

— Y710 Tbl MMeeLWb B BUAY?

OHa cBepHyiack B KNYOOK M yKpblaia XBOCTOM HOC.

— Josepbca mHe. OH Ham HyKeH.

Cnocoba 3actaBuTb €€ roBOPUTb, €C/IM OHA He roToBa, He bbio. CKaB NocubHeEe AblMYaATbIN
6pnnnnanT, a coKycnpoBanacb Ha BbI30Be BETPA, YTOObI NOb6bICTpee gomyan Hac ao Mpeunn.
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Cnna Bo3ayxa BbI3biBasa CTPaHHbIE OLLYLIEHUA Ha KOXKe, OHa Ka3anacb TaKoW NErKon, C/IOBHO
MOXET YHecTn meHA B Hebeca. A BbITAHY/1A nepes coboOM pyKM M CTana pasrnaabiBaTb HE3HAKOMbIe
6envle AMHUKN CUbl, B3bMpatoWmMecs No HUM. benble, TyMaHHbIE IMHUWN NOTHO OKYTbIBA/IN MEHSA U
MaHMW/IN BOCMOJ1b30BaTbCA HOBOM CUJION.

MOBUHYACb MHCTUHKTY, A CI0XKKUNA TPYOOUKOM rybbl M 04eHb aKKypPaTHO BblAOXHYNA.

Bopa B3ablbunacb, M B Hac yaapwun NOpbiB BeTpa, noAroHasa Bnepéa. Kaktyc m [eta
OAHOBPEMEHHO B3BU3THYN.

Al noKayHynacb, HO bbICTPO Nolimana pasHoBecue. Mapyca HANONHWUINCL BETPOM U CMOTPEIN B
CTOPOHY pyns.

— KakKryc, Tbl 3a pynesoro.

— Cnywatocb, KanuTaH!

Al He cTana ornAAbIBATLCA, BCMATPUBAACh BAANb U UCNOAb3YA CBOE AbIXaHWE A1 HEUM3BECTHOM
MHe cunbl. Kaxkgblii BblAOX MOAFOHAA NOAKY Bnepén. TaK yTo, MOKa S MOry AbllaTb, Mbl CMOXEM
3KOHOMMUTb BPEMSA.

A AMWwb HageAnacb, YTO He CUABHO B YXKace OT MbIC/IM, YTO HUYTO HE NOMELLAET MHe AblWwaThb.
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I'laBa 11

MnaBaHbe OKa3anoOCb He TAaKMM YrKaCHbIM, KaK yBepana [eTa. 1 garke napy pas 3actana eé c
YOOBONbCTBMEM  BAbIXAlOWEM UYMCTbIA  MOPCKOM  BO3AyX C  MPUKPbLITBIMK  rnasamun. Mol
OCTaHaB/MBA/IUCb, KOFAa HaM HY)KHO OblJ10 NONONAHUTL 3anacbl eabl U BoAbl. OTAbIXanU TONbKO MO
HeobxogmMmocTu. bonblie He NOABAANOCH HU TPOANEN, HU U3THAHHbIX dNeMeHTanen, yTPaTUBLLKX U
pasym, 1 Xu3Hu. N ecamn Bbl He TOT GaKT, YTO Mbl ULLEM MOEFO OTLa, NyTeWwecTBUE MOXKHO 6bln0o Obl
OXapaKTepu3oBaTb Kak NpUATHOE.

B nepBbIit AeHb KaKTyc OTNyCcKan rpsasHble WyTOYKN.

Ha BTOpon aeHb lNeTa paccKkasbiBana UCTOPUM M3 NMPOLLIOTO U O FYNOCTAX, COBEPLUAEeMbIX eé
noAoneYyHbIMK, MOKa Mbl HE XBaTa/INCb 33 }KUBOTbl U HE Ha3biBasM e€ Bbaliku YyLllbio cobaybein n3-3a
NX NOTHON HeNenocTwu.

B TpeTuit 1, Kak 0Kas3anocb, NOCAegHUM AeHb Ha BOAE OHW MOCMOTPEIN HAa MEHA B YHUCOH.

A nsorHyna 6poBb.

—Y10?

KakTyc B3An KOpKy xneba, KOTOpbIM Mbl MEpPeKycbiBaiuM B Haly MOCNEAHIO OCTaHOBKY,
Pas3/IoMUN e€ Ha KYCKU U NPOTAHY OAUH KYCOK MHe.

— MblI y»Ke pacckasbiBanun. Tenepb TBOA oyepesb.

— MHe Heyero pacckasbliBaTb. Y BaC ABOUX *KU3Hb OblNa HACILLEHHON. Y MeHs HerT.

CKNnoHuB ronosy Ha 6ak, leTa MOprHyna, NOCMOTPEB Ha MEHA.

— Bo3moXKHO, B npowaiom Tak u bbino, /lapk. Ho nocnegHee Bpems MOXHO ONKUCATb KaK YrogHo,
HO HE HEHaCbIWEHHbIM.

— Ho Bbl 3HaeTe U camun o060 Bcem. Paccka3saTb Bam, 4YTo 6b1s10 B LLlaxTe... Ho Bbl 06a 6bian Tam
CO MHOW.

— Y yeMy OHM KNOHAT? YTO A AONKHA pacCcKasaTb?

MeTa He 6blna 6bl cO6OM, ecnm 6bl NepBoOM He 3abpocuna yaouKy.

— Pacckaxu Ham o Kaccase. MNoyemy Tbl cuMTaellb, YTO UMEHHO OHa CTOMT 33 UCYE3HOBEHUEM
TBOEro oTua?

Al TAXKEeNo B340XHY/A, U HAac NOABPOCKMNO NPOPLIBOM BeTpa. A BbINyCTUAA U3 PYKU BpUAnnaHT,
4yTO6bl MOE AbiXaHMe He OblNo CBA3aHO C HMM, MOKa Mbl pasroBapuBaem. [ocnegHee, Yero 6bl A
X0Tena, Tak 3To YTobbl BO MHe Bypaunna cuna Bosgyxa, Korga s pa3o3ntocb M3-3a BOCMOMMWHAHWUI O
Kaccase. O TOm, Kak OHa pa3pyLunaa MO CEMbHO.

Al pas3nomana cBOM Kycok xsieba Ha MeJIKMe KyCo4Ku, No og4HOMY Ha 3104eaHuA KaccaBbl.

[HO noaKun n3gano rnyxon 3ByK, M BoAa BOKPYr Hac B3ablbuaack. A 3acTbina.

—MNeTta. CKaXu, 4To Tbl 3TOrO He BUAENa.

— Mpoctn.

OHa obepHynacb 6apcom. Yepsrnsoe aepbmo.

JlogKa nokayHynacb BNIEBO, OTKNOHASACb OT TeYEeHMUA, CNOBHO KTO-TO TOJIKHYA eé€. KaKTyc BCcTan, u
A }KeCTOM NonpPocCKNa ero cecTb.

— BcTaBaTb He ny4ywan naen. He nepeBepHn N0AKY.

OH cxBaTUACA 3a Kpas NOAKM.

—Torpa Yto Ham Aenatb?

Al ocmenunnacb 3arnAaHyTb 3a 6OPT M NOCMOTPETb B BoAy. MBMBatoweeca U netastowee Teno
nokpbiBana 4Yewya. B cuHein Boge mepuan 3enéHblid LBET C TYyT M Tam pPa3bpoCaHHbIMKU NATHaMMU
Eéntoro.

— MNeTa. MoxoKee Ha 3meto, 60onbluMe KONbLA. 3eNEHBIN U KENTLIN.

— MopcKoit 3mel, — NpOn3Hecsa oHa.
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E€ cnoBa cTtanun cnoBHO cuMrHasom. Boaga BoKpyr Hac B3ablbunack, U U3 Heé BblpBasica 3mei. Ero
ronoBa BO3BbIWWAMACh Had HAMW KaK MUHMMYM Ha NATHaAUaTb GyTOB, OHA Obla YA/IMHEHHOMN, KakK Y
KpoKoamuna, ¢ 3ybamm BeIMYMHOM C MO KMCTb. TENO LWMPUHOW C N0AKY, Ka3aoCb, HE UMENo KoHLa.

3mel KnauHyn nacTbld U HbIpHYA B BoAy. JlogKa NOKayHynacb, BOAA YCMOKOMAACb, COBHO
HUKTO He noasnAnca. f cxxanace.

— DTO OKa3asioCb fIerKo, — Npoun3Hec KakTyc, a Mou MbllwLbl HANPArAUCb eweé cmabHee. Mbl C
Metoi nepernsHynucb. OHa BOH3UAA KOITU B AHULLE AEPEBAHHOM NOAKN.

— [epxuntecb, — cKazana .

—YT10? 3auem? — Bbinanun Kakryc.

Yaap cepaua.

Baox.

Yaap cepaua.

JlogKa MrHoBeHHO B3neTesnia B BO34yX M 3aBasiMacb HaboK. KaKTyc ¢ KpMKOM noneten BHU3, a
Mbl ¢ [eTol BUCENN Ha NoAKe, NOKa OHa neTena. bneck yewyn, pesko onycTuBLIeeca B BOAY KOAbLO.
A He yaep»Kanacb 1 BbIBaAWAACb U3 N04KN. HO ynana a He B BoAy. A npM3emannacb Ha 3mes.

PasbexaBLIMCb Ha KO/bLAX, MOW HOMM CKONb3HYAW No GOKam, Kak y pebéHKa, eaylliero Ha
LWMPOKOM nowaau. A ckaTunacb B CTOPOHY, @ NOTOM B BOAY, OTTO/IKHYBLUMCb HOFaMM OT cyliecTBa. Ero
ro/10Ba pa3BepHyacb, U OH YXMbIJIbHYACA MHE.

— KyCOUYKM BKYCHATUHbI, O, KAK MWUJ10. DIEMEHTA/IN BHE CBOEr0 3/1€MEHTA.

Boaa 6pbi3rana BOKpyr, NOKa 3Mei FOBOPW/I BbICOKUM, ONpeaenéHHO }KEHCKMM Fr0/I0COM.

OH pUHYACA HA MEHA, WMPOKO PacKpbiB NacTb. Bcero oaMH rnoToK — U A OKaXKyCb B €ro 4pese,
MEHA efBa N XBaTUT Ha OAWH NepeKkyc. i B nocneaHMn MOMEHT yBepHynacb BOOK, HO OH monman
MEHSA 33 HOTY, NPAMO 33 I0AbIXKKY U COMKHYN YeCTH.

Al noTtepsAto Hory.

U coliay c yma, Kak Koyn.

Al cena NpAMO M 3acyHyna pPyKWM Mmexagy rpebHeit BoKpyr eé rnasa. He pasgymbiBas, A
noTAHyNacb K yxy n N03BO/INNQ MY BECTU MEHSA.

B eé ronose okasancs nonHoln H6apaak. B Hem A pasnnumna cneapl MCNonb3oBaHuAa [lyxa
apyrmm dnemeHtanem. bonee *Kectoknm, yem 1.

— Al He OH, — NnpowenTana A. Yepes eé€ Te/10 NPOLIA APOXKb.

OHa BbIN/KOHY/NAA MOK HOTY M ONycTUAQ B NOAKY. A He OTnycKana €€, MOHWUMAsA, YTO JIMLb
NPMKOCHOBEHME NO3BOAET AEepPKaTb €€ B paccygkKe.

— Al y)Ke b6onbwe He A. IneMeHTaNb B Naawe cAenan 3To co MHOW. A 6blna Korga-To
dammnnbsapom Kopona YHOUH.

— OTtua ®uHAKN, — npounsHecna A. E€ 6bonblume rnasa MOpryHyam B 3HaK COracus.

— [a. U a 6bl octanacb. Ho dnemeHTanb B naale 3abpan moi pasym. ITa nepeaplwka... A He
yBepeHa, HaZOoATO /I OHA, NOTOMY YTO A MOMHIO TOT Y*Kac, YTO TBOpUAA.

KaKTyC NOTAHYN MeHA OT Heeé.

— XBaTUT Urpatb co 3meen, Jlapk. Ham nopa.

fl He obpaTnNa Ha HEro BHUMaHMA.

— 3Mei, A He MOTy UCLLENIUTb TBOM pasym.

— A 3Hato.

OHa He WweBennnacb, HO KOHYMK €€ A3blKa BbICYHYICA N KOCHY/ICA MOEro KonbA.

— Tbl MOXKelWb N36aBUTb MEHA OT 3TOrO.

MNeTa nogowna 6aunKe.

— Teba MmoXKHO ucuenntb. EcTb apyron dnemeHTtann, Bnagetowmin yxom. OH onbiTHee Jl1apK U
Koro 6bl TO HU Gbln0.
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OHa nepesena B3rnag Ha lety.

— Tbl yBepeHa?

- [a.

MNeTa KUBHyNa.

3mes B340XHYNA.

— fl BCe ewwé He yBepeHa, YTO Bbl CMOXKETe NPOUTM MMMO MeHA. 3a4em Bbl 34eCb?

— Nwem Ybntoaka, — otBeTnAa A.

OHa ¢blpKHY1a, OKATMB HAaC MAapoOM MOPCKOM BOAbI.

— OH yTpaTun BCAKYIO Nt060Bb K CBEPXBHECTECTBEHHOMY M InemeHTanam. HKenaw yaayum Bam ¢
HUM U CO MHOA.

A ocnabuna cBoto pyKy Ha eé mopae.

— KaK Ham nponabiTb MmO Tebs?

E€ rnasa ctanu 3aKaTbiBaTbCA, KOr4a OHa MeAJ/ieHHO OnyCcKana N04Ky Ha BoAay.

— BHyWwK MHe, 4TO NlyyLle NOOXOTUTLCA B APYrOM MecTe. ITO ANA BaC e AUHCTBEHHbIN LWAHC.

Al 3aKpblna rnasa u nogymana o pbibe K Ory OT Hac, O KOCAKAxX Pblb, KMUPHbIX U SIEHUBBIX,
OTbHEBLUMXCA Ha N306MAYIOLWMX KOPMOM NPOCTOPaXx.

— Hy BOT, — npoun3Hecna A 1 onyctnna pyKu.

3men 6e3 cnoB AEpPHYNCA B CTOPOHY, MAAA KyAa-TO Ha tor. OH KnauHyn 3ybamum u mcyes Ha
rnybuHe.

Al B3Ana B pyKy AbIMYATbIN OPUAAMAHT M C CUIOW NoAyANa, NYCTUB NOAKY NO BONHAM. Yac roHKM B
beweHOM Temne yHEC HaC AOCTAaTOYHO Aaneko, 4Tobbl A cMoria paccnabuTbea, CeCTb U YCMUPUTD
AblXxaHue.

MeTa NONOXKMNA MHE HA KOJIEHU CBOKO OFPOMHYIO FO/10BY.

— 370 6bII0 HEOXKMAAHHO.

Al xoxoTHyna.

— Tbl e roBopuna, YTo OT MEHA OA4HU HEMPUATHOCTU.

— [a, HO AaKe A He AyMana, YTo Tbl HAPBELLLCA HA MOPCKOTro 3meA. X He Tak MHOro OCTanocCh.

fl KUBHYNA M OTKMHYNACb Ha AepeBAHHON nasKe. Micnonb3oBaHMe BPUNAMAHTA BbIXKMMANO U3
MeHS BCe COKN. MK 3T0 TOT PaKT, UTO Mbl YyA0M U3BEXKaNU CMepPTH.

MeTta 6ogHyNa meHA.

— [laBait y)Ke pacckasbiBald, YTO Tbl Tam xoTena, npo Kaccasy.

YepT. A gymana, mbl 3TO Npoexanu.

— OHa ybuna Mmoo MaTb M ManeHbkoro 6patmka, bpamaun. MaHunynMposana OTLOM.
3abnoknposana Mmoo cuay. MonbiTanacb CTEPETb C IMLA HAW HAapoA C MOMOLLbIO IEFOYHbIX YepBEN.
Kakune ewwé Hy»KHbl NprYnHbI? OHa NpUYMHa BCcex Hawmx nocneaHux bea. A 3Hato.

KaKTtyc noganca snepén, HanpaBnAAaCb NOOKY.

— OTO He NpU4YMHBbI, 3TO PaKTbl. A AoKasaTenbcTBa? Kak Ham AOKasaTb, YTO 32 BCEM 3TUM CTOUT
oHa? Tbl BeAb 3TOro xo4elwb, Aa? [loKka3aTb, YTO OHA CTOUT 33 BCEM 3/I0M 3TOrO MUpa.

Al 3Hana, YTO OH rOBOPUT HE M3 NOANOCTU U HEe U3 KeNaHUA PAacCTPOUTb MEHA, N BCE Ke YacTb
MeHA xoTena, 4tobbl oH nosepun. Ckasan, 4To A npasa, YTo KaccaBa — CyKa, M Ha TOM 6bl Mbl U
nopeLmnnu.

— Ecnm ToNbKO OHa cama He co3HaeTca nepeg Ato4abMu, Y MEHA HET LWAHCOB A0Ka3aTb. 34ech eé
CNOBO NPOTUB Moero. N mbl Bce 3HaemM, HaCKOJ/IbKO OHa M3BOPOT/INBA.

— 3auem e 3abupaTb TBOEro otua? — cnpocuna lMeTta, U30rHYB CAUHY MAEANbHOM AYyron, wu
3eBHyna. — Tem 6onee, TBOM OTeL, CU/IbHEE €€ B CBOEM CBA3M C 3eMNéil.

A KnsHyna.
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— [a, TaK 1 ectb. Ho ero pa3sym... Tam Bce HACTO/IbKO 3aMNyLLEeHO, A He yBepeHa, HO, BO3MOXHO,
MM MOXHO MAHUNYyNMpoBaTb Aarke 6e3 [yxa. Ecan YépHbii [Apo3sn obbeanHUNCA € HEel, KaK Mbl
aymaem, Toraa...

MHe He Hy»HO bbl10 npoaoMKaTb. Mbl BCe 3HaNM, 4To YépHbIn [po3g ynpasnsan [Jyxom.

’KenaHune BepuTb, YTO OH, MOM OTeL, BCe eLLé TOT Ye/I0BEK, KOTOPOro NOMHIO C AEeTCTBA; YTO OH
AOCTAaTOYHO CWUAIEH, XOTA A MOHMMA/A, KaK Ha camom gene obctoAT gena. OctaBasacb nocneaHsA
OTYAAHHAA HAAEXKAA, YTO €ro eLé MOXKHO CMaCTM He TONbKO PU3NYECKN, HO U AyLIEBHO.

KakTyc noKayasn rosioBou.

— 3auem YepHomy [lpo3ay coTpyaHu4YaTb € Hel? OH cam BIafeeT BCEMMU MATbIO 3EMEHTAMM,
OHa emy NPOCTO He HYKHa.

A Haxmypuaacb U NOCMOTpena Ha Boay.

— A 3auem emy 06beANHATLCA ¢ Knaoii? CMbICA TOT »Ke camblil. EMy HUKTO He HyKeH... U Bce xe
OH cobupanca nocaantb Kngy Ha TpoH LaxTel. 3aeck YETKO NpocnexunBaetca pyka Kaccasbl.

Yem 6onblie A 06 sTom gymana, Tem 60nblue pocna yBeEPEeHHOCTb B COBCTBEHHOM MpaBoTe.
Kaccasa gépraet YepHoro [po3aa 3a HUTOUKM... B 3Tom 6bII0 4TO-TO M3BpalLeHHOEe. BmecTe ¢ HUM
OHa cMOXKeT nobeguTb NO6Oro, B3ATb NOA KOHTPOJIb C NOMOLWbO [lyXa, N eANHCTBEHHBIM CNOCO60M
OCTAaHOBUTb €€ B OT/INYME OT TOr0 BpeMeHMU, Koraa oHa UCNoab30Bana pPo30Bbi BpunanaHt, byaet
ybuiicteo YepHoro [lpo3ga. A 370, KaK A 3Hana nNo cobcTBeHHOMY OnbITy, 6b110 6oee YeM CNOXKHO.
He roBops y»e 0 TOM, 4TO OH A0BOJIbHO CKO/Ib3KUN MeNKuU yontoa0K.

— JlapK, HO TOorga nogymarn O ero MOTMBAxX, — CKa3an KakTyc, HacTamBasa Ha CBOEM. — Emy
He3ayem nomoraTb ew.

— Ecnv ToNbKO OH He eé NtH6OBHMK, KaK Mbl NOA03pEBAEM, — CKasana lNeTta. — Toraa y Hero ectb
MOTMB NOMOraTb €M N UCMONHATb €€ KeNaHUA.

Mo cnnHe npoberkan XxoNoA0K.

— Ecnm oHa 3abepemeHeeT OT Hero, TO MOyYMT, Yero Tak xoTena. Bropoe auta, Bnagetwouee
BCEMU NATbIO aneMeHTaMu. Kak OHM U NnaHMpoBanu ¢ Pekenemom.

Kaktyc ¢bipKHYN, U A 0obepHynack K Hemy. Ero mosa Teopua He BneyaTtnana, A BUAena 3to no
rnasam.

- Yro?

— 3auem... Jlapk, Tebe Hy»KHO 3a4aTbCA 3TUM BONPOCOM. 3ayem el 3abupatb TBOEro oTua?

— [1a OTKy4a MHe 3HaTb? — PABKHY/IA A.

OH BCTaN, NOCMOTpPEN HAa MeHA CBePXY BHU3 U pe3KO NpoU3Hec:

— A ctouno 6bl y3HaTb. Tbl 06BUHAELb €€ B MU3MEHE, NOMNbITKE YOMNCTBA KOPOAA U reHoumae.

fl TOXe BCKoUYMNa Ha HOmU.

— TaK Tbl HEe Ha Moel CTopoHe?

— Ha tBOEN! — npopbiyan oH. — HO Tbl A0MKHA AymaTb. Tbl 6o/blue He MOXKelwb CTPOUTb
A0MbIC/bl. Mbl yXKe He aeTu, 1 3To He urpa B NpATKU. Ha KoHy Kun3sHu. TsoAa. Mos. lNeTbl. TBoero oTua.

Mo Hawew cBA3n c MNeTol A owyTuna Hesepue. U a Bblna ¢ HEN NONHOCTbIO cOrnacHa. A He
MOTF/1a NOBEPUTb, YTO 3TO KaKTyc ceiyac CToAn M opan Ha mMeHsa, TpeboBan OT MeHA [0Ka3aTenbCTs,
yTo KaccaBa — CyKa, XOTA Mbl U TaK 3TO 3HaeM.

— 3Hato. lymaelb, 8 Tynas?

Ero Bcero nepeaepHysio. A CAMWKOM XOPOLLO ero 3Hana, No3ToOMy NMOHMMANA, YTO OH KaxaeT
ABuKeHuA. Ho pasmepbl 104KM He N03BOAAN BONbLUEro, YeM CUAETb MU CTOATD.

— Al Aymato, Tbl MbIC/INLWb CAULIKOM 0AHO60Ko. Tebe HyXKHO HaxoauTb BOMpochl, JTapK. Hy»KHO
BMAETb KAPTMHY LWIMpPeE, NOTOMY YTO A cumTato, Aeno He B Kaccase. [lymato... 3a4ecb 60nblle UIPOKOB,
yem OHa ONONOYMEBLUAA KEHLLMHA.

MeTa NOACKOYMIA HA CBOEM CUAEHUN MeXAY HaMU.
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—MNopoxau, Tbl UMeeLwb B BUAY NpeayvyscTeme?

OH npowenca nanbL,amum no BosI0CaM.

— [la 310 HeBaxkHO. KaccaBa cbexkana. TBon oTtel, cobmpanca pasbickaTb eé. YepHomy [po3ay
Hy»Ha Huzenb. Mbl ngém 3a Nuwelrikoin. Kakmmmn HUTAMKM BCe 3TO CBA3AHO? VX MOMKHO pa3opBarth,
€C/IN 3HaTb, NPOTMB Yero NaéLlb.

BHe3anHoO A NOHANA ero MbiC/b. HYacTK HaALMX KU3HEN MOXKHO OblI0 cYMTaTb HUTAMMU, KOTOPbIe
NPUBA3bIBA/IM HAC K onpeaenéHHbiM AOoporam M nogam. M OH npaB, A He A0/KHa bonbwe
paccmaTpuBaTb KaccaBy Kak LEHTpP 313 B COBCTBEHHOM MUpe.

fl 3aKpblNa rnasa M N03BO/IM/IA BOJIHAM YKaumMBaTb cebs, Nnoka obaymbiBana ero c/ioBa.

KaccaBa. YépHbiii [lpo3a. Oteu. Musennb. Uwelika.

OHM nponabiBann MUMO Apyr Apyra, MeaJIeHHO BpalWAACb, MOKa BCE He C/I0XWUIOCb B
onpeaenéHHbin y3op. ToONbKO OAMH 31eMeHT BblbmMBanca u3 KapTuHbl, MuweiKa. A octanbHble... C
OCTaNbHbIMM BCE BCTA/I0 HAa CBOM MecCTa.

OT TOro, YTO MHE OTKPbINOCh, MblLLbI 3aCTbI/IN, @ B }KMBOTE BCE NepPeBEPHYNOCH OT UCNyra.

— Ecnn oTey, ympeT, npaBuTb cTaHeT BeTy, n KaccaBa cmokeT BepHyTbcs B Kpai pyka 06 pyKy ¢
YépHbIMm [po34OM KaK co CcBOMM BO31t06AeHHbIM. MM3eNb CMOXET pacCcKka3aTb WM, KaK 3TO
OCYLLECTBUTb, N OHM CMOTYT BOMNIOTUTb MJ1IaH B XM3Hb, — C/I0OBA CaMM CneTanu ¢ ryb, u y meHs rnasa
pacwupunuce. — bormHa-MaTb. BoT oHO uTO, Aa?

l'y6bl KaKTyca M30rHY/INCh B KPUBOM YCMELLKE.

— [MoxoxXe, HY*KHO NoYalle BbIBOAUTb TebA.

A NOTAHYIACb K €ro pyKam v nornaguna ux.

— KaKTyc, Tbl He BbIBOAUA MeHSA. Hy, He ocobeHHo.

OH nepennén Hawwu nanbubl.

— [a? Torga MHe NpUYMTaeTCca YTo-To 3a NomoLb? Kako-HMbyab noaapok?

MeTa dbIpKHYNA M NOBEPHYNAChb K HAM 3a40M.

— He poxaéwbea, NoKa A pagom, Nnpuaypok.

A emy nogmurHyna.

— MosKeT bbITb, NO3Ke?

Y10 5 Hecy? Al oTBepHyAnacb, NOTOMY YTO INLUO U Weto o6aano Kapom. Het, a He cobupanacb
Aasatb KakTycy eLLé ogmMH NoBoa, OCTaBaTbCA PALOM.

CKaB AblMYaTbIN BPUANMAHT, BUCALLMI Ha Wee, A BblA0XHYNA. CHOBa NogHANCA BETEP M NMOHEC
HAC K MeCTy Ha3HayeHus.

MeTa 1 KakTyc no3agm meHs pa3roBapmBan Tak, CIOBHO MeHA pALOM He 6blo.

— MNepectaHb faBUTb Ha HeE, He 3acTaBnAl npegaBaTb CBoe cepaue. Tbl XKe CAblwan, yto
*unsenb cKkasana, oHa He ana y3 bpaka.

KakTtyc 3acmesnrnca.

— Tbl HE cAUWKOM ocBegoMaeHa 06 oTHoweHUAX TeppannHros, Tak? Yalwe Mbl HE KEHUMCA.
Y10 Kacaetcs oTua JlapK, To ecam BpaK M CayvyaeTcs, TO OH He COBCEM... OTKPbITbIA. Mbl cneayem 3a
CBOMM cepALem, Kyaa 6bl OHO HM BEIO HAc, M BEPMM, YTO 3TO B HAC OT NPUPOAbI.

— Tbl 6bl pa3gennn eé c dwem?

A 3aKpblna rnasa U cocpenoToumaach Ha AblxaHUKU. Bcem M Tak MOHATHO, YTO A MX CAbiWy, HO A
npeanoymTana NPUTBOPATLCA, YTO HUYETO HE CAbILy.

— HerT, He pa3genunn 6bl. [pocTo A roBopto, YTO BCe He TaK OAHO3HAYHO, KOr4a Aen0 40X04AUT A0
No6BU 1 cekca y TeppannHros. A BoT CaflamaHapbl A0BONbHO peBHMBbLIE. [Tonarato, BO MHE YaCTUYHO
roBOPUT X Hacneaue.

Jo MmeHA [oKaTUAUCL OTFONOCKK yaoBaeTBopeHua MeTobl. A pa3sepHyna ronosy.

— [laxke He gyman.
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Eé poT CxKasica B TOHKYIO IMHUIO, @ YUKW OMYCTUAUCH K FON0BE.

— A1 6bl M He cTana.

A cpa3y e noxanena o CBOEM HeZOBEPUMN.

— U3BKHMN.

— Y10, — npomusHec KakTyc 0b6MaH4YMBO HEBWHHbLIM FOJIOCKOM, — He Xouyellb, 4YTObbl OHa
pacckasana MHe, 4YTO Tbl Nepecnana ¢ Jwem?

Y MeHA npocTo oTBasMfack 4entoctb. A 6bl BbiCKazanacb, ecnn 6bl NogKA BHE3anHO He
NPU3emanIacb, OTLWBbLIPHYB MeHA Has3aad. A yaapunacb 0 60pT U BbiBaAMAACb HapyKy. MeHa ao
KOHLL@ He OTNYCKaAN MbICAK 06 OCTPbIX 3y6ax U ANAMHHbIX Wynanbuax. M BOT HOrM KOCHYUCb Necka, 1
A MOHANA, YTO Mbl HA OTMenun. fl BCTasa U ornagenachb, Kyaa Hac Bblbpocmno. MNecok, gepeBba U KyCTbl.
CBepxy BHM3 Ha Hac B3npana cratya 3esca. /llogm 30ByT 310 mecTo peuueii.

Ho Mbl 3HanM ero Kak MecCcTo POXAEHWA MOHCTPOB, MECTO TalH M OMNACHOCTEN, KOTopoe
nsberanm pgaxe camble MOTYyLECTBEHHbIe INeMeHTann. 3emna U eé 3nemMeHTbl 34ecb Oblau
HaCTONbKO ANKMMMU, 34eCb OblI0 CTONIbKO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOIO, YTO 3TO MECTO MOKHO BbIN0 CYUTATL
MEeCTOM Xaoca.

—[MeTa, Tbl yBEPEHA? — CNPOCKAA A, NOATATMBAA JNOAKY.

OHa cToANa Ha HOCY NO4KU U Tnagena Kyga-1o Bgab.

— XoTb A U He YTeu, ogHAKO MOHMMAlO, KOraa nepefo MHOM BepHbIA NyTb. Mbl O0NXHbI
cnefoBaTb MY, €C/IN Tbl XO4elb NobeanTb, J1apk.

BbinpbirHyn KaKTyc M nomor MHe TAHYTb JIOAKY MO NAAXKY, MOTOMY 4YTO M3 BOAbl Mbl YXKe
BblIOpanuch.

— Hunuero He xo4yelwb ckazaTb?

Y meHs 6b1n BbIOOp. A Morna ycTpouTb emy aj, 3a TO, YTO MbITa/ICA MEHA KOHTPO/IMPOBaTb, UK
MOTNa OCTaTbCA YeCTHOM nepes HUM 1 coboit. A Bbibpana BTOPOI BapuaHT.

Al B3ana B naf0oHM €ro MU0 U NpUTAHYAA K cebe. Mouenyn B3opBasicA NOXKapom BO BCEM Tefe,
NAamMs yXoguio KOPHAMW K Hallel CBA3M B MOMX CaMbIX PAaHHUX BOCMNOMWHaHWMAX. OH HEUCToBO
NPUXKUMan MeHsa K cebe, NOKa HaM He NPULLNOCL OTOPBATLCA APYr OT APYr, YTOObI OTAbIWATLCA.

’MagHo xBaTas BO34yX, A HENOBKO NonATMAcb. OH CTOAN OT MEHA BCEro B HECKOJIbKUX dyTax,
BOJIOCbl pacTpenaHbl M3-3a APOCTHO NPOLWEALWMXCA N0 HUM MOMUX PYK, NMOTEMHEBLUME OT XKry4yero
¥KenaHuA rnasa, XenaHusa, Bce ewweé npoberasLuero 1 No moen Koxe.

—MNpaBaa B Tom, 4TO A NtobAto Bac obomx. BoT u Bce.

MNeTa 3acToHana.

— Hy 3a4em, 3a4em 6b110 roBOPUTL EMY 06 3TOM?

— [loToMy 4TO A He MOry Aratb, TOJIbKO He UM, — OoTBeTUNa A. — MeHA MOMKHO Ha3blBaTb KaK
YroAHO, HO TONIbKO He NTyHbeW.

— YypecHo, TONbKO MOXHO 6bl710 pa3obpaTbCa C BalMM MUAbIM NHOBOBHBIM TPEYTrO/IbHUYKOM,
KOrga BepHELb AOMOW OTLA, BCe YCTAKAHUTCA, U CUTYaLMA CTAaHET BMAHA ACHee.

OHa oTBepHynach 1 3awarana BAOAb NAAXKA, HEPBHO AepPras XBOCTOM.

— Al mory nogoxaatb, Jlapk. CTonbKo, CKONbKO noTpebyeTca, 4Tobbl Tbl OCO3HANA, YTO A TOT, KTO
Tebe HyKeH.

KaKTyc WMPOKO yAbIGHY/ICA, N A HE CMOTa CAEP*KaTb OTBETHOM Y/bIOKU.

—Tak yBepeH B cebe?

— MoxoTb ewé He ntob6oBb. MHe NieBaTb, YTO Tbl Nepecnana ¢ HUM. 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO Tbl €ro
nobuwb.

OH ob6owén meHs, U 5 HEBONbHO 3afep)Kana Ha Hem B3rnsg. OHM Cc dWem He CUAbHO
OTAMYaANNCL POoCcTOM. HO Mblwubl wa OT AOArNX IET TPEHUPOBOK C OPYXKMEM U CPaXKEHUIN CTanu
nnoTHee. KaKTyc xe 6bin cylwe, Kak beryHbl, 4OCTaBAsIOWME NOCAAHUA.
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HUKTO 13 HUX He 6bin cnabee, HO OHWM AONOAHAAW Apyr Apyra. Ecan oanH 6bin 61M30K Mmoen
TEMHOW CTOPOHE, TO APYroi — TOM CTOPOHE, YTO BEpMWJia B CHACT/IMBblIE OKOHYAHUA CKA30K U B "XKuamn
AO0TO U CY4acTAnBo".

A 3sarpyctuna wm nowna 3a Kaktycom u  [etor, a MbICAM  pPa3pbiBaAnUCb  MeXAy
HeonpeaenéHHOCTbIO C ABYMA MYXYMHAMM M cuTyaumen ¢ otuom. A 6bl nyywe pasbupanucb ¢
KaccaBolt 1 otuom, yem Bbibupana mexgy dwem u Kakrycom. CAMWKOM 4acTo MOE cepaue
pa3bmBanoCh OT yTPAT U NpeaaTenbCTBa, YTOObI MOXKEPTBOBATL eLWE O4HMM NH0OMMbIM YET0BEKOM.

B aTOM M 3aKnto4anacb BcA CyTb: A Atobuna nx obomnx TaK, Kak U NnogymaTb He MOrna paHbLue. f
HUKOrg4a He ucnbiTbiBana nogobHoro, agaxe ¢ Koynom. Cepaue cbunocb ¢ putma, U A MOAYa
Nomo/innach 3a Hero. Ytobbl OH HalWEN NOKOW Tam 3a rpaHblo B pykax bornHu-Matepu. YTtobbl OH
NPOCTUA MEHA 3a TO, YTO He mor/ia NtobuTb ero, Kak oH xoTesn aToro. J/llobuTb ero, Kak ceityac nbo
Swa n KakTtyca.

— Bbyap Hactopoxe u cTynai b6ecwymHo. Ero He Ha nyctom mecte Ha3Banu Yb6noakom, —
CKasana lMeTa. — Mbl pALOM C ONYLLKOM, KOTOPYHO OH UCMO/b3YET B Ka4eCcTBe B3NETHOM NOLLAAKN.

BOKpyr Hac rycto pocaun gepeBba N KYCTapHUKK, @ 3BYKM OKeaHa MCYE3IM NMONHOCTbO. A gaxe
npeacTaBUTb He MOT/a, KakK Mbl Janeko 3abpanucb. A ornsHynacb M He yBuaena HUYEro Kpome
3eneHun. H1M nonockm okeaHa. Ha camom aene Hac oKpy»Kana Takad rycrasa IMCTBaA, YTO He BUAHO 6blno
haxke Heba.

— Mbl 13-3a Teba 3a61yamManch, KowKa?

OHa noka4vana ronoBoi.

— EcTecTBeHHO, HeT. Ho 3a4ecb He BUAHO Tpon Y6ntoaka. MoeT 6bITb, Tbl NOULLELWb?

Al KMBHyNa W BbiNONHWMNA eé npocbby, obpatacb K cune 3emnun. Ténnas M 30ByWAn, OHa
noberkana BAo/b pyK. MpukocHoBeHWe BormMHM-MaTtepu, NOYTU TaKoe XKe, Kak BCMOMHMBLLAACA lacka
MaMbl. PacTeHnsa paccTynanncb, OTKpbIBas Tpony. A nonoxuna pyky MNete Ha ronosy. OT MeHA cmna
nobexana K Hen, Kak BypHana peka, v lNeTa 3agpokana.

— Al YyBCTBYIO TBOIO CMANY NOA KOXKel. Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO?

— Al He 3Hato, — A WarHyna snepén, n oHa CUHXPOHHO ABUHYAUCL BMECTe CO MHOM. MHe Bapyr
3axoTenocb, M A nobexkana. A oTNycTMNA CUAY, U PACTEHUA CHOBA COMKHYUCb BOKPYr Hac. — [eTa,
nonpobyi. NMonpocu nx OTKAOHUTLCA ANA Tebs.

— 310 cmewHo. PamunbApbl HE UMEKT CU/Ibl CBOMX MOAOMNEYHbIX, — GblpKHYNa OHa, HO 6e3
HaCTOALLErO pasapaKeHus.

— Bcé paBHO nonpobyn. KaKTyc He cTaHeT TpenaTtbCA, ecan y T1eba He noayuutca. Ecau
NONYYUTCA — TOXKeE.

— TBOM TaliHbl CO MHOM B 6€30NacHOCTX, KOTEHOK.

OHa 37106H0 ornsiHy1Iacb Ha Hero Yyepes naevo.

— YK niyyuie 6bl Tbl Ha3Ban meHsi Hesesyueli KoLKoM, Yem TaK.

KoTeHoK. Tak eé 3Ban TanaH. fl 3acTtaBmna ceba CKOHUEHTPMPOBATLCA HAa HACTOALLEM.

— MeTa, nonpobyii. Monpobyii, NOTOMy 4TO, BO3MOXKHO, NPUAET AeHb, n Tebe NoHazobuTca aTa
CBA3b, — A 3amoO/i4ana, Nogymas, YTO OLLYyLLAl0, Korga TAHYCb K cunae. — lMonpobyi yepes meHs.
[ymato, LoMKHO cpaboTaTh.

OHa B340XHYNa, HO 5 OlLYTMAa e€ NpeaBKyLeHMe. BHYTpM NOABUNOCH OLLYLLEHME CUJbI, HO A K
Hell He TaHynacb. OKONO Hac CHOBa NMOKasanacb TPOMa, pacTeHua pacctynunucb. C3aau nogowén
Kakryc.

— 370 Tbl MK MeTa?

— MeTa. OyeBMAHO, Tebe Bce 3TO Bpema ObINO CyKAEHO CBA3ATbCA C TeppannHIom.

Al ynbIbHyNacb, HO HE NOTOMY YTO NPUATHO BbINIO MHE, a U3-3a TOro, 4TO owyLiana MeTa.

OHa 6blna B BOCTOpTreE.
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— Al pencTBUTENbHO 3TO Aenato?

A KUBHY/1a U NOATOJIKHY/1a e€ Bnepéa, a NoTom ybpasna pyKy.

— Begw.

E€ 3enéHble rnasa BCTPETUINCL C MOUMMU, U B €€ B3rIsS4e OKa3anocb Tak MHOro Bcero. J/1to60o8b,
ApyX6a, NpefaHHOCTb M HEMPUKPbLITAA PagoCTb. YNblOHYBWNUCL, A MAxXHyna €M, M OHa LWarHyna
BNepén, a pacTeHns nepes HeM pPaccTynaaunco.

— 3Haelb, 3TOro He A0J/IKHO 6blN10 NPOU30IMTH, — cKa3an KaKTyc.

A noxana nnevyamu.

— B nocnegHee Bpems Takoe CO MHOWM MOCTOAHHO.

MNeTa Bnepean Hac npunana Ha *KUBOT. B HOYHOM BO34yxe MOCAbIWAAUCL 3BYKM ronocos. fA
npucena Ha KOPTOYKM, BbITaCKMBaA M3-3a NOACA U COeAMHAA NOJIOBMHbI KonbA. KakTyc caenan 1o xe
Camoe W Mbl CTa/In TUXO NPobpaTbca BNepésn, NMib No He0H6X0AMMOCTN OTOABMIAA BETBM KYCTOB.

CKBO3b NMCTBY Mbl yBMAENW OTONeckM orHA. KocTep, cyga no BbicOTe NAamMeHu, AoCTuran
BEPLWMH AepeBbeB. MTak, Mbl HaWAW NONSAHY, HO YTO cobupanca genatb Y6n040K? EMy He Hy»KeH
KocTep, 4Tobbl corpeTbes.

Al noanonsna 6auxKe K camoi rpaHuLe Halero yKpbiTua ¢ MeTol no npaByto pyKy OT cebs u c
KaKtycom no nesyto.

MNepen HamKn BOKPYT KOCTpa cugenn ntogn. A npurnagenacb, C4MTbiBaa UX aypbl. HeT, He noan,
CBEpPXbecTecTBEHHbIE CyLLEeCTBa.

— Mepecuuntan, — nonpocuna Meta.

bernbit NnogcYET CKa3an MHe BCe, YTO HYXKHO. TpUHaAUATb — KOBeH BeabM. O4HAKO TPEBOXKUNO0
BOBCe He 3TO. TpuHaguaTb BeAbM U ewé OA4HO CYLLeCTBO, MPUBA3AHHOE K BKOMAHHOMY B 3eMJIIO
ctonby. MNeHHMKOM OKaszanca My)KYMHA C TEMHO-KAlWTAHOBbIMM BOJIOCAMWU U KPaCUMBbIM JIULLOM,
NPAKTUYECKM C KEHCKMMM YepTamn. OH 03Mpaaca No CTOPOHAM M NbITANCA PACTAHYTb BEPEBKN.

— OcBoboauTe meHs, 3Toro He 66110 B AOroBOpE.

OT ronoca s 4YyTb He MNOANPbITHYNa, HACTONbKO ero rAybuHa KOHTpacTMpoBana C
¥KeHOoNoAOOHbIM NNLLOM.

[Opyrve BeabMbl He 06paLLanm Ha HEro BHUMAHMSA, CI0OBHO OH M He FTOBOPUWA BOBCE.

KakTtyc Bctan noynobHee, 1 A noBepHynacb K Hemy. OH cMOTpen npeaeibHO CEPbE3HO.

— Ecan Hanagem HeOXWAAHHO, AYMAlD, CMOMEeM CrpaBuTbCA CO BCEMW. EMy HyXKHa Hawa
nomotub. Mbl He Moxem ero 6pocuTb.

Ha nonaHe pasgancs xn0MoK, n Mbl oaHOBpemeHHO obepHynacb. [epes npuBA3aHHbIM K
CTONBY MY}KUMHOM BCTaNa XKeHWMHa.

— YUHTepc, Tbl He 3acnyKmBaelwb cBoboabl. [leMoH npocnn uMmeHHo Tebs, n 3To HebonbLian
nnaTa 3a ero 3HaHuA.

OH nokavan ronosou.

— Bbl He cMoOKeTe ero KoHTpoanpoBaTb. CTOMT emMy BblOPaTbCA, KaK Bbl BCE OKa*KeTeCb B €ro
Bnactu. losepsb.

— MNoBepuTb Tebe? — BbINAOHYNA OHA. — MoXeT ObITb, Tbl U CUAY, KaKMX CBET He BMAbIBAA, HO
TBOW pa3yM M BblaepKKa cnabbl. YTo HeAOCTOMHO Hallero Anaepa.

MopgaBWwnCcb Ha3ag, OHa WeKHYNAa Nanbuamu. KoBeH 3aKpy*KUA BOKPYr KOCTPa, MNOC/bIWaioCh
TUXO0E prkaHWe, U3-3a KOTOPOro A pe3ko obepHynacb. OgHa 13 Begbm noberkana K CTonby c yalen B
pyKax. "nakoctb B Helt 61ecHyna TEMHbIM LLBETOM B N1aMeHU KOCTpa.

— [MeTa, — NnpousHecna A, — 370 TO, YTO 5 Aymato?

— 370 KpoBb Y6t04Ka. fl yBepeHa, — Mbl BCTPETUAMUCH C Hel ra3amn. — OHU Bbi3bIBAOT AEMOHA.
Ecnn gna atoro um noHagobunacb ero KPoBb... TO AEMOH He U3 AobpbIX.
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YepsnBoe aepbMo U 3eséHble NasiodKn. Y Hac HeT Bbixoga. [axke ecnn 6ol Y6noaoK 6bin B
6e30nacHOCTUN, Mbl HE MOT/IN MO3BO/IUTb 3TUM UANOTAM MPUBECTM AEMOHA B MUP.

Al BCTana u WwarHyna Ha nonsHy. A maxHyna pykamu BHU3, U 3eMnsi OHTAaHOM Npocbinanach Ha
KOCTEp, 610KMpYs ero. KakTyc ¢ NoAHATbIMU PyKaMK OKa3aca psaoM.

OAHaKo Mbl BblN CNMLWKOM CamoyBepeHbl. 34ecb He OobWwecTBO Urpalowmux no npasuaam
dnemeHTanen.

CneBa B MeHs yaapua 3apsaj YMCTOW CUAbl, U A NoseTena B Bo3ayx. f yaapuaacb 0 AepeBo m
COCKO/Ib3HY/Na MO ero cTBo/y. BoKpyr pasropenacb 6uTBa: BeAbMbl MJENN 3aKAMHAHUA, U KaKTyc
cpaxkancs u3o Bcex cun. MeHs 3aropoamna lMeTa, oHa yBOpauMBasacb OT yAapOB M HaHOCMAA UX
cama.

Ho a Buaena nvwb B3apimatowmecs teno Yonoaka. Ero 3abpbiaraHHbI KPOBbO 6enblit naaly, 1
ApoKalyMe C/IOBHO OT NPOXOAALLErO CKBO3b HUX TeYEHUSA KpblabA. [ocablwanca ero xpumn.

— becnonesHble dnemeHTann, BEYHO MNpPAYETECb, KOrAa AOKHbI APaTbCA, — MPOWU3HEC OH,
NoAHAN Ha MeHA B3rNaZ, U 3apblCs KOMbITaMU B 3EMHO.

YTO-TO B HEM 3aCTaBUIO MeHS MPOABUHYTbCA OAMXKE; A MOHMMANa, YTO AO/IKHA yAepKaTb
BeAbM NMoAanblue, OCTAaHOBUTb AE€MOHa... Ho... A He Morna He NPUKOCHYTLCA K YONIoaKY.

OpHy pyKy A NpuKana K ero MycKy/IMCTbIN Wee, a APYyroi npobekanacb No ero 60Ky, HACKONbKO
cMmorna goctaTtb. BHyTpu B3peBen [lyx, HO OT cTpaxa A oTnpaHyna. Mo ero Teny npoberkana ApoKb, U A
NoYyBCTBOBAs1a, YTO OH YCKO/Ib3aeT B HEObITUE, CIOBHO A MOINa 3TO YBUAETD.

Ctonno nu cnacaTb ero? XoTenocb BEPUTb, YTO Aa. He CTONbKO M3-3a ero 3HaYMMOCTM ANA MEHS,
a NPOCTO NOTOMY, YTO TaK NPaBU/IbHO.

Ecnu s He npaBa, C pagoCTbio OTAAM YacTb CBOEM AyLUM, cnacas ero.

— bornHa-MaTb, nomoru, — Npou3Hecna A U OTKpblaacb cune Ayxa.
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I'taBa 12

C 60/1bLWOIN OCTOPOXKHOCTLIO A Nocnana [lyx B ero Teno. PaHbl MepeceKkany X1eBoT, U U3 HUX Ha
3eM/II0 CBMCANM BHYTPEHHOCTU. A Aymana He O TOM, Kak cpaboTaeT moA cuaa, a 0O TOM, YTO 3TO
Heobxoanmo caenatb. Y6Nto40K 3acTOHaN.

[rom 3a gloiMoM A 3aKpbiBasia ero paHbl. Mo AvuLy M pyKam CTpyMAcs NoT, NOKa A wTonana
ero. JlowaguHoe 6ptoxo 6bII0 HEBEPOATHO BE/IMKO, BMELLAA Ky4M KoJel, KULIEeYHWKA, U MHe
NPeACTOANO BEPHYTb MX HA MecTo. Ero HOrM M KonbiTa NOAEPrMBasnCL BO BpemMAa Moel paboTbl, a
KpblNbA noAaparneann. Ho B Lenom, OH fexkan Tuxo.

Bpemsa w0, @ HOYb BOKPYT HAc 03apAnacb NJameHem M marnen. lNeTa Kanacb K moemy HOKy, a
KaKTyc cToAn Ha KONEeHAX Bhepeau HAac, yAEepXKMBasa OrFHEHHyI CTeHy. fl He noHMMmana, u4To
NPOUCXOAMUT, U HE MOTa NPEKPATUTb TedeHne marum [lyxa. OHa TeKNa CKBO3b MeHsA B Teno Yo6naka,
NOKa NOCNeAHAN YacTb ero WKypbl He CTa/la LLe/IoM, @ BCe BHYTPEHHOCTU He OKa3a/InCb Ha MecTe.

MoBanuBWMCL BNepén, A YTKHyAacb Muom emy B pebpa. Cun coBcem He 0CTanoch.

Y6nt040K NOAHAN rONOBY M B3M/IAHYN HA MEHA NOBEPX CBOEM rPUBbI. Y HEro AepHYNCA XBOCT.

— Tbl He dnemeHTanb?

— dnemeHTanb, — TONbKO M CMOrAa A NPOMAMAUTL. i NOHMManNa, 4YTo eweé napa MrHOBEHWU, U
yTOM/JIeHWe BO3bMET Bepx Hag, HeobxoanmocTbio 6oapcTBOBaTh.

— JlapK, A He mory yaep»aTtb UX cam, — NpousHec KaKTyc, 1 B TOT e MUT NOC/bILWAANCL BU3TU C
APYro CTOpOHbl NOAAHbl. [MPOH3UTENbHbIE KPWKM pas3pbiBaiM HOYHOM BO34YyX, CTAHOBACb BCe
NPOTUBHEE M CNIMBAACL B OAMH, NOKa He 06pa3oBanu CNNOLWHYO CTeHY 6€3 BO3MOXKHOCTU Aaxe AnA
BAOXA.

Al C TPYAOM NOAHANACH HA HOTU, NOTPACLIBAACL M YNUPAACH B KONIEHW.

— Jasait BmecTe.

Kpuk obopBancAa, Tak YTO MOe MocC/AefHee C/A0BO MPO3BYYas0o FPOMKO M YETKO. Y6nomoK
NOAOMHYN MOA KMBOTOM HOTM M NOAHANCA PbIBKOM. fl MOTAHYNACb K cune 3emnun, obsuna e cebs,
Mcnonb3ya Aasa noanuTkW. MNoka waa K Tenepb YXe TAelowwemMy KOCTPpy, MOHANA, YTO HOYb
NMPaKTUYECKN Ha Ucxode. Bpemsa, yto A moTpaTuaa Ha ucueneHne Ybntoaka, no3Boanao BeabMam
3aBEpPLUMTb CBO Mep3Knit obpaa.

YuHTEpC, TOT, YTO OblN NPUBA3AH K CTONOY, WarHyn B Hawy CTOPOHY C YXMbIIKOW Ha Auue.
Mpexae ApKo-3e/€Hble rNasa Tenepb MepLAaM KpPacHbIM NAaMeHeM, AaBaa MHe ICHO MOHATb, YTO
npousowno. Ero Tenom 3aBnagen AeMOH.

— Tak-TakK. [MapoyKka dnemeHTanemn, — XpMnabin ronoc, 6onblle He BbICOKUI TeHOP YMHTEpCa, a
rnybokuin 6apuToH.

OH ynep pyku B 60Ka M ynblbHyACA MHe. — YTO Bbl AenaeTe 34ecb, BAAAN OT Ha3HAYEHHbIX BaM
Topem?

Mo3agM Hero HeKoTopble BeAbMbl KOBEHa CTa/iM MOAKPaAblBaTbcA. KakTyc npopegun ux
KONIMYecTBO, HO OH npaB. MobopoTb ux byaeT cnoxHo. Mexay NoNaToK MHe B CMUMHY ynepaacb
NolWagmMHaa mopaa, NoATanKMBanA Bnepés,

— [JaBali, Hagepu emy 3agHuLy, — Npou3sHec Y60 40K.

YUHTEpPC NOAHAN PYKMU.

— Tebe HaNOMHUTb 3aKOH dnemeHTanen? Tebe He NO3BONEHO BMELUMBATLCA, NOKa Teba He
NMOMPOCAT O NOMOLLM, HO U TOTAA NPUAETCA OrPAHUUYUTLCA CAMbIM MUHUMYMOM.

Al 3acTbina. MHe He NOHPABWUIOChH, YTO OH 3HaAN 3aKOH dnemeHTanen. He NOHPaBUAOCH, YTO OH
MOT MPOLMUTUPOBATb EFO MHE.

Bot aa! Ja MHe NpoCTO He HPaBWJ/ICA OH CaM.

— Kak 1eb61 308yT, AE€MOH?

— Koro, moto ckpomHyto nepcoHy? A yto Teba nHTepecyeTt BO MHe?
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OH NPUNOXKUA PYKY K TPYAN U yXMblNbHYACA. OCTaBLUMECA Y/IEHbl KOBEHA 3aXOXO0Ta/IM NO3aamn
Hero.

fl pa3BepHyna KOMbe C TaKOW CKOPOCTbIO, YTO ABUMKEHME BbIWAO Pa3MbITbiM, U TKHyNAA €ro B
AMKY MeXXAy Kao4un,

— Al He noxo¥a Ha Apyrux dnemeHTanen, aemoH. He nytai. Mpasuna co3gaHbl, 4TOObI MX
HapyLWwaTb, HACKOJIbKO MHE N3BECTHO.

Y Hero pacwmpuanCb rnasa, CTOMN0 MHe HaJaBUTb YyTb CUbHEE.

— AcHo. 3aHATHO, — OH 3amMO/4an, a rnasa Craau eweé wupe, 3aCTaBUB MEHA 33a4yMaTbCA,
BO3MOXHO /N Takoe BoobLe. — Tbl y»Ke NO3HAaKoMKUANAcb ¢ ACTpuA, He Npasga n?

— [a, n eé 6osblue HeT. TaK YTO MOry NPeasioKUTb ObiTb OCTOPOXKHEE C BblpaXKeHMAMM, AEMOH,
— CKa3ana A pOBHbIM r0/I0COM.

OH aKKypaTHO OTOABWHYA NE3BUE U XUTPO YAblIGHYACA.

— O, comHeBabcb, UTO Tbl BUAENA KOHUMHY AcTpua. OHa NOABMTCA, KOFAa Tbl MEHbLUe BCEro
byaewb rotoBa. YTo KacaeTcA TBOEro BONPOCA... MeHs Bbi3BaM B 3TO Te€NO, YTOObl 06y4MTb KOBEH.

— Y70 TEbE 0Oeuanm B3ameH?

MeTa BbiWNa U3-32 MEHA, B CBETE ONHA €€ LKypa OT/nBana opaHKesbiM. OH yCTpemun B3rnag,
Ha Heé M OTKPbIN POT, HO A €ro OCTaHOBMAA.

— fAl noVimy, ecnun conxkelwb, U Toraa yooto Tebs Ha mecTe.

Begbmbl KoBeHa OAHOBPEMEHHO BTAHY/AM BO3A4yX. bbiBWMI Korga-to YMHTEpCOM AeMOH
nogan ryboi.

— Toraa mHe Hy»XHO TBOE €CN0BO. YTO Tbl OTNYCTULW b MeHA, 4YTO Bbl A HM cKa3an. Tbl He CTaHewWwb
npecnefoBaTb MeHs, Y4TO Obl HW BbIPBAOCb U3 3TUX Ty6.

KenaHue ybuTb ero, NPUKOHYUTb U NPEAOTBPATUTL NNAHUPYEMYO UM KaTacTpody NpoLwio no
MHe BONHOM. fl NOAHANA KOMbe M Hauennna emy B cepaue.

OH bbICcTpO NepeBén B3rnAA C MeHA Ha Konbe 1 06paTHo.

— He cnewwn, dnemeHTtanb.

— fl M He cnewwy, — A HanpArnacb, NPUroTOBMBLUMCH MPOH3UTb €ro.

— YnHTepc ymupaet. OH ympeT, a A cMory ybepeub ero Tefio 40CTaTOMHO 400, 4Tobbl 06y4nTL
BeAbM BCEMY, YTO 3HaN OH, U 3HAtO A, — NPOTAPATOPUA AEMOH, U CTPAxX B ros0ce U B3riaae nosegan
MHe A0CTaTOYHO, 4TObbl i NPUTOPMO3UNa.

He aymasa o nocneacTeusax, Uaum, BO3MOXKHO, He 3ab60TACb 0 HUX, A nociana [lyx B ero teno.

YUHTEepc-4yenoBeKk AenCTBUTENIbHO yMMpaa, 6onesHb Mopasnia Karkayr KNeTOYKy ero Tena,
Ka*KAyto ero 4actb. 370 66110 NpPaBAoN.

— A 4TO NONYYULIb B3aMeH Tbl? [leMOHbl He CNaBATCcA cBoen WwenpocTbto. COMHEBAKOCh, YTO Thl
34,eCb He No CBOeW Bone.

— KanenbKy cBoboapl oT 3arpobHoro mupa. Moé Bpema 34ecb OrpaHUMYEeHO, DNemMeHTanb.
YWHTEpC ympeT, 1 Korga 3To CNy4nTCA, A OTNPABAAIOCH Ha3aa,

A BOT 34,€Cb He UMCTaA NPaBAaA, N0Xb CrYCTUIACh MEXKAY HaMMU.

Bo MHe npocHynacb HepelwunTenbHOCTb. i mory ero ybuTb, 1 BMecTe ¢ HUM ympeT YuHTepc. Ho
OH U TaK ymper.

KakTtyc, MNeTa n Yontonok monyanu. Pewatb npeactonno MHe.

— CKaXKu, 4TO Tbl HA CAaMOM Zene MoJy4MLb 3a MOMOLLb, CBOE HACTOALLEEe UMA, U A OTNyLLy Tebs.

OH cBén 6posu.

— [aii cnhoso.

Al yXmMblabHYIaCb U NPOU3HecNa:

— Ceivac a pato Tebe cnoBoO: A oTNyLLy TebA, ecnm cKarkewb npasay. ComKelb, U A NPUKOHYY
Teba. Bctpeuy Teba cHOBa, M A NPUKOHYY TebA.
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JeMOoH KnBHyA.

— NaéT. Moé nma — OpuoH. MHe obellaHo AMTSA BeAbMbl KOBEHA HA MOW BbIGOP.

— Het! — axHyna ogHa 13 Beapm.

OueBnpHO, He Bcex BeAbM onosecTUAn 06 ycnosuAx caenku. A onycTuaa Komnbe, yCabilwas
npaBay B CN0Bax AeMOHa. MHe OHa He HpaBWiacb, HO A gana CNoBo.

— Hapetocb, mMbl CHOBA BCTpPeTMMCS, AeMOH. He TepnutcA nockopee oTnpasuTb Tebs B
3arpobHbIN mup.

OH OTPbIBUCTO XOXOTHY/ U LWATHYN OT MEHA NPOYb.

— CuuTaewb ceba Tenepb UcTpebutenbHuuen?

MeTa NpbIrHy/a B €ro CTOPOHY M NPM3eMAnAacb Ha 3aZHWE Nanbl NPAMO Y €ro HOr, OHA MaxHyna
Nanow, ONPOKMHYB ero NPAMO Ha 3a4HuULY.

— KpoBb UcTpebutenein Te4ét 13 ogHOro poaHUKa, 4eMOH. He MHTepecHo, Y4To 3TO 3a POAHUK?

OH HeNoBKO ynan v NONATUACA, @ OTONIECKN OrHS Ha ero NLe BbICBETUAM CTPaX.

— Torpga A Hagetocb, Mbl 6bonble He BCTPeTUMCA, dnemeHTanb. UctpebutenbHuua. Kem 6bi Tl
Hu 6blna.

OH pa3BepHYANCA M 3aLlliaran NpoYb B OKPYHKEHMN KOBEHaA.

CTonn0 MM ncYesHyTb, BO MHE CTasa NOgHMMATbLCA TpeBora.

— Hapgo 6bin10 youTs ero.

Y6ntog0K GblpKHYAN.

— W Hapywmntb cnoso? Tbl CKOpee pa3opBeLLb CBA3b CO CBOMM 3/1EMEHTOM.

Al He oTBETUNA, rNALA HA KYCTbl, 33 KOTOPbIMW CKPbIINCb BeAbMbl U AEMOH. fl 4aXe He NOHANa],
YTO NoLNa B Ty CTOPOHY, NoKa KaKkTyc He OCTAaHOBU/T MEHSA.

— JlapK, 3TO He Hawa BOWHa. Ham Hy»XHO pobpaTtbca 40 TBOEro OTua, a ANA 3TOro HalTu
Nweiky.

OH 6bln NpaB, HO 3TO He 3HAYNN0, YTO AOKHO MHE HPABUTHLCS.

— Hapo 6b1n10 youTb ero. Yepsmsoe aepbmo.

fl HECKONbKO pa3 BOTKHY/1a KOMbe B 3eMJ1H0, Pa3pbiB BEPXHWUI CNOM.

MeTa nounctunna ropno.

— NoKa He ncyes Y6ntoa0K, NONPOCU ero 0 NOMOLLM.

fl pasBepHynacb 1 yBMAENA, YTO Nerac AenCcTBUTENIbHO Y¥Ke pacnaxHy Kpblabs.

— MNoaoxau, MHe Hy)KHa TBOS NOMOLLb. [MoXKanyicTa.

OH CKNIOHWUA roIoBY HAaBOK U LWYMHO BbIAOXHYA, OTYEro 3a4p0XKanu ryboi.

— Kakoro poga?

— Ham HyKHa WMwerka. OHa oTnpaBunacb B necku Hammbuu. 3710 camwkom 6onbluas
TeppUTOPUA ANA CPOYHOro NomucKa. Tbl Hac He noabpocuLb?

OH KMBHYA 1 B3bEPOLLM NEPDLA.

- B apyrom cnyyae s 6bl cKkasan Tebe oTBanuTb. HO pas y»K Tbl cobpasa MO BHYTPEHHOCTM
3aHOBO, TaK M bbITb NoAbpoLIY TEOA.

OH nNpuUrHyncsa, U A 3anpbifrHyna eMy Ha CnuHy, a To BApYyr nepeaymaet. lMNeta obepHynacb
AOMaLLUHEN KOLWKOWM 1 caenana 1o e camoe.

A obneryeHHO B340XHY/1a, HO NOTOM HaKaTWAa BO/IHA TpeBorn. Mol npnbansmanch ewe Ha war
K TOMmy, 4TOObl HaliTK oTua. A B)Kanacb Horamu B 60Ka Yb6toaKa. KakTyc noakpancs Ko MHe c3aam m
npurKanca, ytTobbl He NonacTb NoA Kpbiaba Yontogka.

Mbiwubl YontoaKka nog Hamu Hanparincb, U OH cpasy e nepewen B rason. Kpblaba ApocTHO
X/ionanu, Korga mbl 4obpanncb A0 Kpasa NoAAHbI, U OH NoAHANACS B BO3AYyX. Ero HOrv aBuranuch Tak,
Kak 6yaTo OH BCe elle 6ean, a Kpblnba yAeprKMBaAM Hac B BO3AYXeE.
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— Y 1eba ecTb Mma nomumo Yb6nwaka? — cnpocuna fA, noka Mbl npoyecbiBann beperosyto
NIMHWIO.

OH ¢bIpKHYN.

— Mbl He apy3bAa, dnemeHTanb. OgHa)KAabl A Ha3Ba/ CBOE MMA, HAYEro XOpPOLWero U3 3Toro He
BbiWA0. ObMeH ycnyramm He 0653bIBaeT Hac 3HAKOMUTbCA.

fl cMnbHee cxBaTWIACh 3a ero rpmBy, KOrA4a Mbl NPOeTaNn Yepes nosiocy 061akos.

— Tbl UMeeLWwb B BUAY, 4To y Teba 6bin apyr? Unm uto aToT apyr 6611 InemeHTanem?

OH noBepHY roN0By M NOCMOTPEN HAa MEHA OTPOMHbIM YEPHbBIM F/1TA30M.

— W 10 1 gpyroe.

MNeTa 3aweBenmnacb y MeHA Ha KOJIeHAX.

— Y6n1040K, Mbl C TOOOI yXKe MMeIn AeNo B NPOLL/IOM.

— Tbl He dnemeHTanb, Meta. Tl — 6AU3KUIA gpyr U auTa BOrMHU. ITO A MOry yBaKaTb.
dnemeHTann e — becxpebeTHas Macca, KOTOpas CKpbllacb B CBOMX MKUAWLLAX KaK CTpaychl,
npAYyLLMe roIoBbl B NECOK, @ CHAPYXU BUAHO TONbKO MX 3a4bl.

Ero cnosa 6b1an He ANWEHbI NPaBAbl, N3-3a@ YEr0 XaAUAun eWe CUIbHee.

— JlapK coBcem He TaKas, — ckasana [leTta. - UMeHHO No3ToMYy... NO3TOMY 3a Hee CTOMT BopoTbCs,
— ee 3e/ieHble rnasa BCTPETUAUCL C MoMMK. — OHa gpyras.

Y6ntog0K GblpKHYAN.

— 3T0 03HayaerT, YTo ee yObloT. K BbIFOHAT, YTO OAHO U TO XKe.

— OTKyAa Tbl TaK MHOro 3Haelwb 06 IdnemeHTanaAx? — onepegun MeHs KaKTyc BOMpOCOM,
KOTOPbIN yXKe BEPTE/CA Ha A3bIKE.

MeTa KMBHyNa, a Y6N040K OTBETU.

— JnemeHTanuM ObIANM TEMM, KOro AAM CYMTanM rpedeckumu 6oramu. OHM camum cebs
NOCTaBUAM NPaBUTb. bblM MENOYHBIMU U X KECTOKMMM U HE 334YMbIBAACb MAaHMUMYANPOBAAN NHOObMU.

Mpu3HatoCb, Y MEHA NPOCTO YENIOCTb OTBMCAA.

— He moxeT 6bITb.

— A cam 370 BMAeEN, InemeHTanb. A BUAEN COOCTBEHHbIMM Na3aMn U CMOT NepeXuTb, — ero
KPblabA 3aMepaun, NOKa Mbl NapuUanN HaZ BEPXYLLKAaMK AepeBbEB, @ MOTOM Haj, OKeaHOM. — TBOM BUA,..
OHM NpuHecan B 3TOT MMUP HaMHoro 6osblie 3na, Yem obpa. M Bce n3-3a cBoen ropabiHMU.

MeHA He AO0/MKHbI OblN 334€eTb ero c0Ba, HO 3agenn. MHe XxoTenocb AymaTtb, YTO Npobaema
He B MoeM Hapoge. YTo 370 ntoan BMHOBATbI B Pa3pyLUEHMN MIAHETbl U UCYEPMAHMK €€ PecypCos...
Ho Beab ecnu 6ol Mbl MOKa3ann MM Kak. Ecam Bbl cTanm 4acTblo X MUPa, @ HE Pa3Aensanm ux camux,
BCE MOF/I0 CIOXKUTbCA MHAYe. KaKkTyc 0B6HAN MeHA 3a Taauio.

— OH owwnbaeTcs.

fl noKayana ronosom.

— He aymato, Kaktyc. Fae 6bl mbl 6biaKn, ecam 6b1 momoran awaam? Ecam 6bl Hayuynmnm mx
3a60TMTbCA 06 3anemeHTax U Hawem mupe?

OH C LWWYMOM BbITAHYN BO34YX.

— Ho 370 6bl 3HAaYMNO OTKPBITLCA UM.

Al npomonyana, owyLLan Ha AyLie TAXKKKIA rpy3 oT ero cios. OH npas.

dnemeHTanun sceraa 6o61aM 3roUCTUYHBIMKU. Mbl HAHECAN MUPY OFPOMHBIN Bpea, a cenyac Benu
cebs TaK, C/IOBHO 3TO He Hall A0M, YTODObl YTO-TO B HEM YMHUTD.

JNleTenun yacbl, HaCTyNUA HOBbIM AEHb, COJIHLLE B30OLW/IO WU ONYCTMU/IOCh, M, KOrAa 3anag, oKpacuca
nocneaHUMM nydamm 3axo4AaLWero CoNHLUA, Mbl yBUaenn neckn Hamunba.

MecyaHble AOHbI YXOAUNM OANEKO B MOpe, TPeyronbHol ¢Gopmon yrKacawouwe HanomuHan
ronoBy ApaKoHa.

Y6ntoaKa noa Hamum nepeaepHyno.
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— Yylo 3anax ApakoHa. 3To He K A06py. Bnepean y HUX OpayHblii CE30H, M3-33a YEro OHMU
CTaHoBATCA ewé 6e3ymHee.

KaKTtyc pasBepHynca.

— He BMXY HM O4HOrO ApaKoHa. A YK A 6bl UX He NPONYCTUA.

Y6110400K NPbICHYN CO CMEXY.

— A CKO/IbKO APaKOHOB Tbl BOOOLLE BUAEN, Ma/ibYMLLKA?

Mo nneyam npobexkana ApoXb, CTOMAO MOYYBCTBOBATb CAEXKY. 1 meaneHHoO obepHynace,
n3yyan Hebo BOKpyr Hac. Ecam Bbl gpakoHOM bBblna s, NPUYEM KPYMNHbIM, KOTOPOIro MOXHO 6blN10 Obl
3aMeTuTb 33 MHOTMe MWK, nogseTaTb cOOKY MM c3aau K cBoel Aobblue He cTana bbl. A nogHANa
rnasa HaBepx U Brasaenaco B Hebo.

OTTyZa Ha Hac neTtena Tywa ApaKoHa, beclymHO pa3pe3as BO34YX KOXKMUCTbIMU KPblIbAMU U
OTKpPbIB NacTb B 6€3MOIBHOM KpUKe.

— Ceepxy!

YO6NI040K HbIPHYA BHM3 M MAOTHO NPUXKaAN K TeNy KpbiabfA, yXoAa Mo cnupanu. [pakoH co
CBMCTOM NPOMaxHy/cA, 06aaBan HaC NOTOKOM BO34yXa.

— fl He cmory yiTK OT Heé B Bo3ayxe. MNpuaéTtca npusemnnTbea, — npoopan YonoaokK.

He TpaTta AMWHUX CNOB M BPEMEHW, OH PUHYACA K Baukanwen atoHe. MNpusemneHune BbIWIO
A0BOJIbHO YKECTKMM, U Mbl BTPOEM CBAZIMNIUCDL B PbIX/IbIN NECOK. A Cpasy e NOAHANACH Ha HOTU, KaK U
Meta ¢ KakTycom. [IpakoH HaBepxy 3apbl4an M NAOHYA B HAc NJameHem. KakTyc MogHAN PyKu K
OTKNOHWA €ro, NOKa OHO eLWé He CMOT/10 NPUYMHUTL Ham Bpea,

3ByK ObICTPbIX LWAroB 3acTaBW/ MeHA pa3BepHyTbCcA. YH6A0[40K MyCTUACA BCKAyYb, @ MOTOM
B3BM/ICA HA AblObl U3-33 0OBUBLLIErO €r0 LWEK NPSAMO MoA YeNtocTblo XabicTa. A 6pocunack Bnepéa,
NycTMNa Konbe NO LMPOKOM Ayre n paspesana KoXaHbli xblcT. C Apyroro ero KoHUA Noc/blwanca
3BYK Majatowero B NecokK Tena.

Bcnbiwkoi 6enoro mexa, 3akpbiBas 0630p, NeTa BCTana mexKay MHOM M TeM, KTO AepPKan XbICT.

Y6nt0400K TPAXHYN rON0BOM, OTYEro 3aKo/ibixanacb AJIMHHAA rpuBa.

— [lon6aHble Nweiikn, BE4HO UM BCe He Tak. A He xoTen mewaTb Tebe.

— [a nowén Tbl, KOHb! — NpPoOpan KTO-TO OTKyAa-TO U3JaNeKa, XOTA, Ka3anocb, AO/KEH Obin
HaxoAMTbcA HamHoro 6auske. MNogoxaute... Nweika... Mbl Hawam eé.

MeTa ocTanacb Ha MecTe, NPUNKABLLUMCb BPHOXOM K MecKy, rotoBas B Nt060M mur 6pocmTbca Ha
Hanagaswero. A BCTasna pAAOM C HEW U NOHANA, NnoYemy He 3ameTuna Mweliky paHbwe. OHa ynana B
HebonblUOe yllenbe OKOMO Tpuauatn ¢yToB rnybuHOM 3a rpebHem AtoHbl. 1 pasBepHyna Konbe U
Hano/I0BMHY NOrpy3n/ia ero B Necok.

MwelKa BCTana M yCcTaBMAaCb Ha Hac, OHA b6blna OKyTaHa NMECKOM, a rnas3a OT 3/10CTU CBEPKau
TaK, 4TO 6bINI0 BUAHO AaXKe HA PAcCTOAHUKN. KOPOTKO CTPUMKEHHble BONOCHI, e4Ba AOCTUraBLUME MNJiey,
6blnM uBeTa obcmamaHa.

— Xouewwb cpasunTbeca? Toraa Talwm CBO 334HULY CO4A, U Mbl CPA3MMCA, CYKa.

Al He cTana obpalLaTb BHMMAHWE HA ObpaLLeHne B CBOM aapec.

— Wweika, MHe HyXXHO MPOCTO MoroBoputb ¢ Tobon. A 6bl XxOTeNa BOCMO/b30BATLCA TBOEWM
YCNyrom.

— Torpa 3To He NPOCTO PasroBop, Tak?

Hapg Hamu B3peBen ApaKoH. 1 MHTYMTUBHO pacnsacTtanacb Ha necke. Mo obe CTOPOHbI OT MeHA
3apanHy/iM NecoK KOrT1 ApaKoHa, NLb HA AOMMbl NPOMAxXHYBLWKUCL. B3Bn3rHyna lMNeta, u A cpasy xe
nepekaTuaacb Ha KONEHW W yBMAeNa, Kak OHA MOAHMMAETCA B BO34yX. He BCTaBaA Ha Horu, A
pa3MaxHyaacb U U30 BCEX CU METHYMa Konbe. M3 nanbl ApakoHa, NPAMO Hafg KOrtem, NnoALuenmeLInm
MeTy, XNblHyNa KPOBb.
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KpacHbllh ApakoH B3peBe, U KOITM pacKpblauch. MeTa ynana, HO, Kak BCAKAA yBarkatowan cebs
KOLWKa, NPU3eMInnachb Ha YeTbipe nanbl. Konbe ynano pagom C Hell, OKpacuB KPOBbHO MECOoK.

Al nobexana n npucena, 4tTobbl NPUKOCHYTLCA K Hel. CBA3b C GaMUAbAPOM Ny/NbCUPOBaAna C
TaKoM cunom, cnosHo MeTy MOr0 YHeCTU oTClo4a B MrHOBeHMe oka. OHa obpaTmnach B KOLWKY, U A
noAHsa eé cebe Ha nseyo.

— Cnacubo, 3amapaluka.

— Obpauwaica, Kowka, — oTBeTUNa A ein, cnegqa B3rnagom 3a Muweikoit. Ta B cBOO oyepedb
OTCTYNM/JIa U MAXHyNa PYKOW BOKPYr cebs.

— XoTena noroBopuTb, TaK BaNAM, MaTb TBOK, — KPUKHY1A OHA MHE.

Al nopobpana Konbe U cTana CNycKaTbCA NO CKAOHY, NbITAACL TAHYTb BPEMS.

— OT30BM CBOEro ApaKoHa.

— Odenns, — MaxHyna OHa PyKOM KyZa-To HaBepX, — paccnabbea, XKMpHaA CyyKa.

[paKoH cBannACcA, CNOBHO OFPOMHAA KPAacHaA KaMeHHasA rnbiba, NogHAB BOSIHOW NECOK, CIOBHO
34€ecb He 3emM/A BOBCe, a BoAa. fl 3acTaBuna cebs He CMOTPETb Ha OrpoMHoe co3gaHue. Ho paxke
KpaeMm r/asa He MOrna He NogMeTUTb geTanu. [lpakoH b6bin 6onee yem BABOE KpynHee B3POCNOro
OTFHEHHOrO 3mes, YTo A NoBcTpeyana B LLlaxTe, a pa3max KpblibeB NPOCTO Bneyatasan. He rosops yxe
0 pasmepe 3y60B W Kortei. LLIKypa ApaKOHMUbI CMANA Ha COJMHUE, KaK KpucTana, oTbpacbiBasn
KpacCHble Iy4MKM NasAcaTb Ha Necke.

[encTBUTENbHO TPO3HOE Co3aaHue.

Al noTAHynacb K cune 3emnam M octaBuna eé npu cebe. Ha cnyyair, ecnm becega ¢ Uwenkon
NOMAET NO HEXKeNnaTeNbHOMY CLLEHAPUIO.

— 3Haelwb, — CKaszana leTa, NOKAYMBAACH C KaXKAbIM MOMM LIArOM, — He Mory n3basuTbCs OT
MbIC/IWN, YTO Tbl CTOMLIb HA NepenyTbe.

— Moyemy? — BbICKO/Ib3HY/1 BOMPOC PaHblLEe, YeM A NoAyMana.

— MNouyemy? Kpome TOro 4To Tbl OCO3HAHHO HapyLlaerb npasuaa?

MbI 6b11M yKe Ha cepeauHe CnycKa AoHbl.

— Ara, Kpome 3TOrO.

E€ ycbl LWeKoTanm MHe LLLEeKY, NOKa OHA roBOpUNa:

— MNwemnkmn cetoT xaoc Be3ae, YTo 6bl OHM HU Aenanun. Kak u Tbl, OHM HE MOTyT CNPaBUTLCA C
3TMM, — OH HECKONbKO pa3 MOpPrHyna. — I3To M3-3a WX Hacnegua. [obasb MuweiKy K TBOeM
cnocobHocTH co3gasatb npobiemsl...

Mo cnuHe npowén xonoAoK. MHe Ka3anocb, A NOHAMA, YTO OHA XOYeT CKa3aTb.

— MHe camown 4oragatbCA, MU Tbl CKaXKelb?

MoxkaB nie4yamu 1 yablOHYBLUMCL NO-KOLIAYbW, OHA NOKavana ronoBOw.

— Tbl y»Ke NoHANA, BMKY MO ra3am. B Mweinke 4acTMUHO TeYET KpoBb dnemeHTanen [lyxa, Kak u
BO BCEX HUX.

Al MegneHHO OCTaHOBW/IACh B HaYya/ie NecyaHoro yuenbA. M CHoBa HanNo/N0BMHY BOH3M/IA KOMbe
B MECOK.

— MeHs 308yT JlTakcnep, U MHe HYXHO, YTO6bI Tbl BbIC/I€AMNA MOETO OTLA.

TemHoBonocas Uweirka n3orHyna 6poBb. [Na3a y Heé OKa3anucb TPexuBeTHbIMU: U3YMPYAHO-
3e/1eHbIMM, WOKONAAHO-KAapMMM U LIBETA APKOro 30/10Ta, OMJIETAlOLWEro ocTasbHble ugeTa. OHa He
NPOTAHYNA PYKY, N CAETKA BCKMHYNA rOMI0BY U NpULLYypUAa rnasa.

— MeHsa 30BYyT 31/1b, U Thbl y}Ke B Kypce, 4To A Muwenka. Ho KTo, MaTb TBOLO, Takan Tbl?
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Al HENPOM3BOIbHO CTUCHY/IA 3YBbl — HYXKHO CAEpPXKaTb PBYLLUINCA HAPYKy OTBET.

— CKaXku, 4TO Tbl BEAbMA. ITO 06BACHUT AENCTBUE TBOEWN CU/bI BOKPYT HEE, — CKa3ana lMeTa.

OHa He cBoauna rnas c moero Amua. A ckonmposana eé BbipaxeHue.

— Al mar, Kak Tbl NoHANa.

— Tynoii, maTtb TBO, CNOCO6 CKasaTb, YTO Tbl BeAbMa, — OHA NPULLYPWUAACL TaK, YTO OT rna3
OCTa/INCb OAHU LENOYKMU.

— Ho oH He cpaBHUTCA Muwelkon, y KoTopoi apakoH UcTpebutena B Kauyectse 3awmTbl, —
napuposana f.

OHa yxmblibHY/acb, 6neck 6Genbix 3y60B BKyne C YyAblIOKOW cmAryMam eé avuo 4o
Hey3HaBaemMoCTU.

— A, Odenns He moa. OHa NPUHAANEKUT MOEMY MY3KY, Bpamy.

Bpamy... Pa3Be Tak 6biBaeT? HeT, HaBepHOe A OC/bIWaNaCh.

— Kak ero 30ByT?

YnblbKa ncyesna, a B3rnag, CHoBa noTemHen.

— bpam.

Al cxBaTMNaCh 3@ KOMbe, NOKa He OLLYTUAA, YTO OHO MOXKET CI0MaTbCA.

— OH 3pecb?

OHa Haxmypunach eweé cnnbHee.

—Auyto?

Tak, MHe HY)XHO COXpaHATb crnokoicTeMe. LUaHcbl nepexuTb HanageHue Kaccasbl 6binu
HeBe/IMKK, U YMOM A 3TO NoHMMana. Ho BoT cepauem... O, KaK MHe XOTe/10Cb BEPUTb.

— fl 3Hana Koe-Koro ¢ Takum nmeHem. OyeHb 0cobeHHOro Yyenoseka. BoT mHe 1 nHTepecHo, ToT
nn ato bpam.

— JTlo6OBHMK?

Y Heé B3neTenn 6posu. OHa cTapaTenbHO MbiTaNacb MNOKa3aTb, YTO €€ He MHTepecyeT, Aaxe
€C/Nn 1 TaK. fl NOKavyana ronoBomn 1 yCMexHynachb.

— Hert. A 3Hana ero o4yeHb AaBHO.

— HaBpsag v TaK YK U AaBHO, Tbl HE HAMHOIO MeHA CTaplLle, MaTb TBOIO.

CkasaB 370, OHa pasBepHynacb. M TONbKO TOrga A MOHAMQ, YTO r4e-To Mo NyTU A noTepana
Kakryca.

Al noBepHynacb 1 ysuaena, 4to n Odenuns, n YbntoaoKk cMoTpAT B CTOPOHY bepera, a He Ha Hac ¢
3nnb. Y MeHA NoABMNOCL HEXOpOoLUee NpeayyBCcTBME HACYET 0bbeKTa X BHMMaHuA. [l1o Hac aoHeccA
4yen-To KpUK. A B3rnAHyNa Ha /b, U Mbl OAHOBPEMEHHO NPUNYCTUAN BBEPX NO AIOHE.

Mbi nobpanucb 0o Bepxa — A Bnepeau Mwenkn Ha napy waros. KakTyc M He3HaKomel, No BCeM
BUOMMOCTU, Bpam, KpyKunaum gpyr HaNpPOTUB Apyra C NOAHATbIMWU Ky/laKaMMU.

— bpam, Tbl YTO TBOPMLLIbL, MaTb TBOKO? — B3BMJIAaCb I b.

Bpam mesibKOM rNAHYA Ha Heé, 1 3TOro OKa3anocCb AOCTAaTOYHO. KaKTyC ABUMHY eMy KY/JIaKOM B
rofioBy 60Ky, U TOT PyXHY/ KY4KOM.

— Xa! C Teba gO/IKOK.

370 yTO 32 bpen TyT NnponcxoamuT?

— KakTyc, — Hanpasmaack A K Hemy, — 3TO 4TO Takoe?

— OI, TyT TaKaa 3abaBHasA LWTyKa NPUKAOYMUAACH.

Bpam 3acToHan, néxa B CbIPOM necke.

— He o4eHb, ecnun cnpocuilb MeHs.
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Tenepb, noaonga nobanxe, 1 Nno3Bosinna cebe paccMoTpeTb ero. TeMHO-KalUTaHOBbIE BOJIOCHI,
rnasa useta ¢yHAyKa. HMuero ot moero CBeT10BOA0OCOro U ronybornasoro bpamnun. B aTom MoOMeHT A
MCNbITasla pa3ovyapoBaHME HAMOMNOamM C obneryeHnem.

BoKpyr Bce 3HAaKOMUAUCH APYT C APYrOM.

— KaKTyc, 4To Bbl TYT ycTponnu?

OH ycmexHynca.

— 3To npaBaa 3abaBHo.

— Tbl y»Ke roBOpW/, HO YTO-TO 1 COMHEBAKOCb, — CKa3asia A TaKMM }Ke CYXMM TOHOM, KaK MecKu
NYCTbIHW, T4e Mbl CEMAYAC HAXOAUUCD.

Ho ero ynbibKy 3TO He ymeHbLnAO.

— Al mor 6bl ero ybutb, HO 3Has, YTO Tbl He oueHUWb. OH BblN cepbE€3HO HAcTpoeH Ha 6ol. A
npeasioXun ToNbKO Kynaku. Mpourpaslimnini onnavymMeaeT BbIMUBKY.

3nnb Bo3BeNa rnasa K Heby.

— CepbésHo, bpam?

OH noxan nnevyamm.

— OH e TowmMn, Ayman ynoxy ero. Ho 3acpaHel, oka3anca WycTpbIm.

Menkum a 6bl KakTyca TOYHO He HasBana. XoTs bpam oKasancAa 340pPOBEHHbIM AETUMHOMA,
Knnorpammos Ha 10 TaxKenee Hero u atoiima Ha 4 Bblle.

— Tak, Torga Ham BCem No NyTU, — CKa3ana A. — INAb, MHE HYyXHO 4Tobbl Tbl NOWANA ANA MEHA NO
cnegpy.

OHa cKpecTuna pyku 1 npuLLypmaacs.

— Tbl roBOpUANA, TBOM OTeL, Nponan, Tak?

—Tak.

OHa BbITAHYNA PYKY N3aA0HbIO BBEPX.

— MnaTa BbICOKA. ThiusiYa 40NNAPOB B AEHb, NAKOC NPEMMAsbHbIE 33 BO3BPALLEHME €ro AOMOM
XuBbIM. ECin oH MEpTB, BO3BpaTa AeHer He byaeT, — Bce 3TO OHa NpousHecsia 6e3 cnena covyBCTBUA
B rnasax. Yto 6bln10 He XOpOoLWO, MOTOMY YTO A He MOHMMaNa, O YeM OHa roBOPWAA, YTO TaKoe
Aonnapbl N npemmanbHole.

— Takoli cnocob onnartsl, Jlapk, — ckasana lMeTa, a KakTyc cOOKy KMBHyI.

— Y MeHA HEeT HU AEHEr, HU NPEeMUANbHbIX...

OHa nokana naevyamu v NoLwwaa NpoYb, KUBHYB Yepes Naeyo:

—Toraa Tbl TPATULLb MOE U CBOE BpeMsi, YTob Tebs.

YepT 6bl nobpan eé u eé xKagHocTb. O4yeBMAHO, B €€ BEHax TEeKNO CAMLWKOM MHOFO
4eNI0BEYECKOM KPOBM, U CKOMIbKO Bbl HM TEKNO KPOoBM 3nemeHTa [lyxa, eé OKa3asnocb HeA0CTaTOYHO,
4yTo6bl BO306/1a4aTh HAg, YenoBeyeckon. Ho A HyXaanacb B HEl, @ 3HAYUT, NPUAETCA UrpaTb No eé
npasunam.

— Al npepgnarato Tebe YTO-TO NlyylLee, YEM AEHbIU.

OHa ocTaHoBMANACb, pa3BepPHYIaCb W B3rNAHYAA HAa MeHA. YTO-TO mMexKay HamMKu M3MEHMAOCD,
CNOBHO KTO-TO YyTb-YyTb OTKPYTUA Faliky. Bo mHe uckpun Lyx u TaHynca K Hel. CnoBHO y3Han
POACTBEHHYIO Aywy. Y MeHs He 6bl10 HamepeHUs UCNoNb30BaTb €ro Ha INb, 3aCTaBUTb €€ Aenatb,
yTO X04y A. fl NbiTanacb CNPaBUTLCA C MAHWUKON N OAHOBPEMEHHO C [lyxom — HUYEro He BbIXxoawuno. B
NAaHbl 3TO HE BXOAWNO, U, MOXOXKE, A BCE eLé He MOTy COBNaAaTb C 3TUM NPOKNATbIM 3n1eMeHTOM. OH
OKyTan eé KOKOHOM U NMPOCKO/Ib3HYJT MMMO 3aLWUTbI, €C/IM OHA €€ BbICTaBAANA.

YepsuBoe aepbMmo. fl 3ageprKana AbixaHue, MoAA, 4Tobbl [lyx He yrpobun e€ mosr Tak e, Kak y
cectpbl Kngpl.



LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

Y 3n1b CMATYMIOCH BbipaXKeHUe nu1ua, a HUKHAA ryba eaBa 3ameTHO ApPOrHyna, A 6bl gaxke He
3ameTunna aToro, ecnm bbl He cMoTpena Ha Heé 6e30TpbIBHO. O4HaKo [lyx He cTan eé NnpuHyKaaTb. U a
CMOTNa BblAOXHYTb.

C NOAHATLIMM Ky/TAKAMM OHa LWArHy/1a B MOK CTOPOHY.

— Y10 BOOOUWE MOKET ObITb sydwe geHer? [03BO/b CKa3aTb, HE TaK MHOro, maTb TBOW,
Nlakcnep, — B pa3HOLBETHbIX /1a3a CTOAAWU cne3bl. — Tbl pacTewb 6e3 eabl, pa3Be YTO TO/IbKO C
04eXA0N, NPUKpPbIBalOWEN 3ah, HO 3TOT rpebaHbli MUP MbITAETCA COXPaTb TebA Ha Karkaom
nosopoTte, 1 Tebe NnpuxoamTbcA BbICTPO BCe CXBaTbiBaTb. TOHMMAELWb — FNABHOE, YTO MOXET CNacTh
Tebs, 3TO AeHbIN.

Bpam HeXKHO 0BHAN eé 3a TaNNI0 M YTO-TO NpowenTan Ha yxo. OHa NpuKanacb K Hemy.

CTapascb roBopuTb e/e CAIbIWHO, A e4Ba nowesennna rybamm, cnpawmsas MeTy:

— 3T0 YTO cenyac Takoe 6b1107?

— [lyx 3acTaBmAa eé pacKpbiTbCA, U OHA BbiNaanaa To, BO YTO BeEPUT, — CKaszana [eTta. — MHoraa
Lyx gencTsyeT camocToATeIbHO, NO KpalHEN Mepe A0 TeX NOp, NOKa He HAay4YULWbCA NOAYMHATL ero.
TaK... TaK Bcerga roBopua Mol Apyron nogoneyHblii, HeBaXKHO. Mcnonb3ym 370, JlapK.

daHTacTMKa, Bcerga meyrtana. dNeMeHT, KOTOpbIN AeNCTBYET, Kak emy 3abnaropaccyguTcs.

— DNNb, €CNIM MOMOXKeELb MHe, A byay Tebe A0NXKHA. 3HAt0, 3BY4MT HE O4eHb MHOroobelaolLe,
HO, BO3MOXHO, B CPAaBHEHMUMN...

— Tbl NpaBa, 3By4YnUT He o4YeHb. TaK U ecTb. [loAr HUYEro He CTOMT B 3TOM gonbaHOM Mupe, —
PABKHYANA OHa.

Al npoaoMXKMNA, MOHMMASA, YTO Y MEHSA BCETO O4HA NOMbITKA.

— A cuMnbHelhwana M3 mMoero Hapoga, d14b. Ecan Tbl Korna-nnmbo oKaxewbcA B CEPbE3HOM
nepegenke, A Teba BbiTawy. Hey»Xenm 310 HUYEro He 3HAYMT 4na 1eba? [eHbrn He Bcerga NomoryT
BbINYTATbCA M3 NepeapAru.

OHa noka4ana ros10Boi, N CHOBa 3aKpblnach.

— Her.

Bonblie HAKTO He MOr NOMOYb MHe, ecau apyron Muwerika ckasan npasay o eé cnocobHoCTAX.

OHa HyKHa MHe... Ho 1 A Hy}XHa ell. 9TO COBCEM MeHSAEeT Aeno.

— Tponna, yto oxoTuTCcA 3a Toboi, Mbl younu. Ecnm 3a To60oM OXOTATCA TPONAU, 3HAYUT OHU Ha
KOro-to pabotatoT. Y10 3HauuT, Tebe moa ycnyra noHagobuTca cKopee paHo, Yem no3gHo. Xoyellb
BEpPb, XO4Yellb He Bepb, Mwelika.

Al BbITaWMNA M3 NEecKa KoMbe M pa3BepHynach.

— KakTtyc, Maém.

Mo3aan bpam cTtan eé yroBapueaTb:

— Ham Bce paBHO HYXHO MATK. TaK noyemy 6bl He NMOAKONbIMUTL HA CTOPOHE?

— Tbl Ke He cepbé3Ho?

— 3Hato, Tbl HE XO4Yellb e BEPUTb, HO AyMato, OHa NpaBa. Ycayra KOro-t1o CMAbHOTO — 3TO He TaK
YK 1 NA0XO0.

A M30 BCeEX CUAN CTapasacb He pPa3BepHYTbCA M NPOAOAXKATb MATU, CNOBHO HE CAblWy WX
pa3rosopa. KaKTyc nopaBHAICA CO MHOA.

— Mbl Xe He no-HacTosWweMy yXxoamm?

— A y Hac ecTb BbIbOp? ECnM OHa OTKaXKeTca NMOMOYb, TO Tbl XK€ C/bIWaj, YTO CKasan Apyrou
NMuwerka. OH He cMmoXKeT HalTn Koro-to 6e3 doTtorpaduu, Kak n ewé oamH Mwelika, KOTOporo TOT
ynomsaHyn. OHa eAMHCTBEHHAA, KTO CMOXKET HalTK oTua.

MNMeTa wesBenbHyNacb Ha naeye.

—Tuwe, OHM NAyT.

Al 3amegnnna war, Koraa d1/b OKIMKHYNA MEHA.
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— JoKaxu.

BckmHyB 6poBM, A pa3BepHyiach.

— [loKasaTtb yT0?

— [lOKa)KK, UYTO CUAbHA HACTO/IbKO, HACKONbKO roBOPULb. A BUXKY OPYKME M TBOEro Apyra,
yNpaBAAOLWEro OrHéMm, HO TBOEM Marnmn A He Buaena. [lymato, Tl NPOCTO IKUBAA APAHD.

MeTa NpOTAXKHO 3aWwmMnena, XoTA caeprkana mbicam npu cebe. JIxkmeas, A?

fl nocmoTpena Ha ApPaKoHA, APEMAIOLLETO Ha rpebHe AtoHbl B CBETe COMHUA. MOXHO NOrpysutb
Odennto nog, Neckun, a NOTOM BbITAHYTb 06PATHO, UM CO34aTb 0a3UC, Kak A caenana B LaxTe.

YTto caenatb — 3aBUCUT TO/IbKO OT MEHA.

Odenna BCKMHYNA TONOBY W pasMHyna nacTb, WMCNYCTUB PblK W BbINJEBbIBAA NAAMA.
Mocnbiwanucb 60eBble KAMYKM, CONPOBOXKAAEMbIE BCMbILLKAMWU MOJIHUIM 1 CUIOBbIMU YAAPaMMU.

— OHM Hawnu Hac, dnnb, — BblAOXHYN Bpam u peBaHyn Kk Odenuun, a 3a HMUM He OTCTaBan
nobexkana dnnb.

Al He cABWHYNACb HWU Ha AfOMM. BOT OH WaHC, NOKa3aTb MMEHHO TO, YTO XOoTena dnnb. Y6nto[0K
pe3Ko OKaszanca pALOM M TKHYN MeHA MopAaon B HOK.

—Mopa cmaTtbiBaTbCA. TN BeAbMbl He LWYTAT.

— KakTtyc, Tbl nepBbIin. N He nomoran MHe. 91/1b HYXKHO YBUAETb, YTO A Mory. Ecan KoHevHo A He
nonpowy o0 NoMowM, — A NOATONIKHYNA ero K Y6 to4Ky, 3aTemM oTAana cBoe Konbe. OHa XxoTena maruto
— A el NoKaxy eé B ynctom Buae. — Cbepern 3To gna MeHA, — KaKTyc HaXmMypuacs, CTOUM0 MHe
WarHyTb Hasaa. — YHecu ero nogansuie, Y6ntoaok.

— Cton, nogoxan! — npokpuyan Kaktyc, Ho YBnto4oK yKe HEC ero npoyb, Yepes napy Laros
KpblbA NOAHAAN UX B BO34YX.

— Tbl HUYErO He JONXKHA el A0Ka3blBaTb, — CKa3ana MeTa.

— [JonxHa. Ecnm oHa mHe He NoBepuT, Meperosopam KoHed,

Al HanpaBMAnacb K HanagatowmMm Ha Inab U bpama, a Necok B3biBa/l KO MHe C KaXablm warom. A
OTKpblnacb cune 3eman U cTana TAHYTb eé. OHa HanonHANQ MeHA, OT Yero KOXa MOKpbIBanachb
MypalKaMK, a MblWubl HanpAaraauce. fl ene caepkmBana XenaHve nobexaatb OHOCUKOM,
NOYyBCTBOBATb BETEP B BONOCAX, CMNA 3BaNa CANTLCA C 3eMNEN M CHOBA CTATb YacCTblo €.

lMeckn BOKPYr Hac 3a4poXanau M Npuwan B ABUXKeHue. [leTa NOKayHy/lacb Ha nsedye U
06xBaTUNA MOIO LLEK XBOCTOM /11 PpaBHOBeCKA.

— MHe 3TO He HpaBuTCA.

— MHe Toxe. Ho WaHCcoB B iy4yllem C/ly4ae He MHOrO.

Mopobpaslimcb N0H6AUKE, S NPOCTO 3a40XHYNACk OT 3/10CTU. HanagaslmMmMm OKa3anmcb He KTO-
HMOYyAb, @ KoBeH M3 [peumn. A nomuckana rnasamm YuMHTepca, a ToyHee ero MHOUUMPOBAHHOE
AeMOoHOM Teno. Ho ero, no KpaHen mepe, B cocTaBe rpynnbl He Habaganocb. OHM nocblnanu B
BO34yX OFHEeHHble LWapbl U ropAwmMe CcTpenbl, NOKa 4aCTb U3 HUX ynpasnana Bosayxom, 3actasnas
ApaKkoHa v Y6noaKa npubamsnTbea K snULEHTPY.

[ecATb N3 HUX NbITaNCb COBMECTHO CXBaTUTb MwenKy. YTo moria HaTBOpUTb b, YTODbLI TaK
nX BbIBECTU? HeT, A, KOHEYHO, He COMHEBa/siacb, YTO OHA B YeM-TO 3aMmellaHa, HO He HACTO/bKO,
4yTOb6bI CO3aaTb NPO6AEMY TaKOro macluTaba.

TyT uTO-TO ApYyroe.

— Jlapk, cocpenoToybcs, Uam Hac o6enx yobioT.

MNeTa npa.a.

Al ocTaHOBMANACL NO3a4AM BAMKANLILEN KO MHE BEAbMbI, CKNIOHUAACh HaZ YXOM M NpoLUenTana:

— Al npeagynpexaana bonblie He NnepexoguTb MHe A0pPOry.

C pacnaxHyTbiMM F/1la3aMn OHa pasBepHynacb. A pasmaArdymaa Necok y Heé nod Horamm oaHoM
NNWb Mbic/bio M norpeba eé nog HMM. OcTanbHble 06epHYINCL O4HA 33 O4HOM.
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— MHe 6bln0 MHTEpecHo, NpuaeTUTe N Bbl COA4A HA KpblnaTom Y6ntoaKe, — BbICTyNUA BNepés,
MY}KUYMHa, BeabMaK. — E€ a Bo3bMy Ha cebdA, a ocTasibHbIM CXBaTUTb EneHy. OpMOHY OHa HYy’KHa
XKMBOW.

YTo K, 3TO yXKe MHTepecHO. Beabmak LWarHyn Ko MHe, U A pasmAarynia necok A0CTaTOYHO,
4yTO6bI 3aMeanTb ero. OaNH YEePHOKHUKHUK He J0CTaBUT X10MNOT.

OH WeNKHYN NanbLamu, U1 MHe B IMLLO BbICTPENINA CBETOBOM 3apas. fl 3aKpblsia riasa 1 ynana
Ha KOJIeHM.

— J1apk, A HU4Yero He BuxKy! — 3aBonuna lMNeTa.

A npomopranacb. A TOXe HMYero He BuAenNa, Ho leTa 3Toro He 3Hana.

— [lepKncb 3a meHA Kpenye.

Al cocpepoTounnach, 4Tobbl paccablilaTh €ro Warn CKBo3b Wym 6UTBbI U pblYaHMe APaKOHA Haj
HaMM, O4HAKO 3TO OKaszasnocb b6ecnonesHo. 1 OCTaHOBUAACL U cAeflana HECKO/IbKO LWAroB Hasag, Kak
BeAbMaK paccmeancs.

— Tebe He ybexkaTb. Tenepb Tbl Nonanacb. He 6oiica, a He cobupatocb youeaTtb Tebs. [ymato,
YUHTepc Toxe byaeT pag Nno3HaKoOMUTbCA ¢ TO6oM nobanKe.

OH roBopua U Xo0AMUN BOKPYr MEHA, MOKa He OCTAaHOBWACA MPAMO No3aan. A pa3BepHyiacb u
nMHyna Hayrag. Hora nonana BO YTO-TO MATKoe, cyaAa no owyuweHmto. OH 3aCTOHanN, U A ONyCTUNACb Ha
KONIEHMW.

—lMeTa, Tbl MHe goBepAELWb?

— bornHa-MaTb, 4To Tbl cOBMpaeLWwbca caenatb?

Al crnoTtHyna.

— Koe-4To HoBeHbKOE.

OHa HepeLlnTeNbHO Nepenesna c naeyva Ha pyKu. 1 obxeatuna eé 1 3acyHyna 3a nasyxy.

— Y710 Bbl HM CNYYMNOCH, HE OTLENAANCA.

OHa *KanobHo MsAyKHyNa, HO NpomoaYana.

Al 3apblNacb pyKamum B NecokK, Npu3biBasa 3em/to.

Bcto 4o nocnegHen Kanau, BClO, HACKONbKO A morna. Cuna ¢ peBOM pUHY/acb CKBO3b MEHS,
BbI3blBAaA OTBETHbIN KPWK, BbIPBAaBLUMMACA W3 ropaa. BOKpyr Hac 3aKpyXWa MecoK, HO B CBOEM
BOOOpaXeHMM A BUAENA N1Lb BOJIHY 3€MJ/IN, HAaKPbIBatOLLYO BeAbM M norpebatoLyto nx rnyboko nog,
coboit Tyaa, oTKyZa oHM 6o/iblle HUKOMY He CMOTYT NMPUYNHUTL Bpeaa.

B BooOparkeHMM A BMAena Necku, NpeBpaTMBLUMECA B OKeaH, Oylylowuid OT LWTOPMOBOro
BETPa; yparaH, CTUPAIOLLNI HAa CBOEM NyTW BCEX, CNOCOOHbIX HaBpPeAUTb HaM.

MpPOCTPaHCTBO BOKPYr B30PBA/ZIOCh KPMKAMWM O MOMOLLM, @ MMP NOAO MHOW B3ablbunca u
NOKOpPEeXKUACA, OTBEYanA Ha MO 308B.

Ha Kpuku s He obpalwana BHMMAHMA, MbICAEHHO MPEACTaBAAA BOJHY NECKa M HaNoNHAA eé
CBOEW cMnoK, obpywinMBan eé Ha BeZbM, NOrNoLWasa nx. Bokpyr ropaa cKanmcb YbM-TO Nanblbl.

— AX Tbl, CyKa aonbaHas!

Begbmak cxkan moe ropno eweé cunoHee, u A rnybrke 3apblnack pykamu B NeCOK, pa3amaryas ero
noa, Hamu. A CMOry BbIXKUTb NOA NECKOM, OH — He yBepeHa. BonHa necka oTTONKHY1A ero OT MeHA, 1
Mbl OKA3a/ICb B NEeCKe N0 MO0 TaNuio.

Mwup 3agporkan oT cu/bl, NOABUBLLUENCA BO MHE, U A BbiNycTWNa €€, NO4YyBCTBOBaB cebs...
Henobeanmon.

A He cnewwnna OTKPbIBATb POT M [1a3a, HO MECOK BCE paBHO Monan v Tyaa u tyaga. A He morna
paccnabutbcs, NOKa He ycablana /Wb LWenecT COoMpUKacaloWwmMxca MecYnHok. A measieHHo
BblTalMia PYKU M NONOKWMAA UX HA NOBEPXHOCTb. J/IMLO OblI0 MOKPLITO TBEPAOIM KOPKOM rpaAsw,
NPUANMLWEN K HEMY M3-3a NOTa.

— Cnacubo.
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Al owyTnna oTBET B NIeryanwen apoxm semnum. He bornHm-Matepu.. A camoit 3emnn.

MeTa weBeNbHYNACh 3@ NA3yXOM XKUNETa, Pa3pyLUMB MO KOHLEHTPALUMIO.

— Tbl BCE?

— Oymato, aa.

— Y MeHs necok B TaKMX MeCTaX, B KaKMX He [0/KeH ObiTb HM Y O4HOM KOLWKW, — BbINAOHYNA
OHa, eaBa Bbl6pPaBWKCL M3 KuaeTa. fl He Ha WyTKy 6oAanacb OTKPbIBATL rN1a3a. YTo, ecnm A TaK HUYEro
N He yBUXKY? Kak, ckaxkmute Hebeca, A Torga Haray otua?

Al OTKpbINA CHa4Yana nes.blii rNas, u c obneryeHnem BblAOXHYNA. XOTA r1a3a BCe elé cagHuno oT
necka, a rnasHoe AHO — OT BCMbILIKW OTFHA, A CHOBa MOr/1a BUAETb.

fl BCTana M OTPAXHY/IA NECOK C 6ptoK U Kuneta. Mup BOKPYr 3aTUX, MECOK Ne¥XKan POBHO U He
WeBeNUNCA, OAHAKO, oyepTaHMa bepera nameHunucb. CNOBHO A CMena Neckn ¢ bepera B OKeaH,
C034a8B HOBbIW MOJIyOCTPOB.

— MaTb TBOIO 3a HOry. 3T0 ceiyac 6bl10 No-HacToAWEeMY?

Al obepHynacb 1 yBuAaena, 4To KO MHe UAET INNb, PASOM C Helt bpam, a KakTyc nogHUmaeTca ¢
NATOM OYKW. Y Db rnasa HanomuHaau asa 6aogua.

— Hy 4t0, 4OCTaTOYHAA AEMOHCTPALMA MOUX BO3SMOXKHOCTEN?

Al cKpecTuna Ha rpyaun pyku, Konumpysa eé€ nosy nepes HanageHuem.

OHa menbKom B3rnsHyna Ha bpama, noTom KMBHyAa.

— Ara. Tel 3acnyxuna caenky. C meHa ycayra.

MeTa npouncTnna ropno.

— YUCTO TeXHWUYECKM, Of0NKEHUE TONbKO YTO caenana eun Tbl. Tbl TO/IBKO YTO CTepaa C Anua
3eMnn eé npecnepoBaTenen.

Al He cTana oTBeYaTb INNb Cpasy, a YyTb Nnomeannna:

— YBepeHa, YTo Tbl XO0TeNa CKa3aTb UMEHHO 3TO?

OHa crKana ry6eol.

— XopoLwwo, Tbl TO/IbKO YTO CMac/ia Hawu 3a4HWULbl. Tak NONAET?

A KuBHYNA.

— BnonHe. Tenepb moxem NPUCTYNUTb K MOMCKaM MOero oTLa.

— doTKa ecTb?

— Her, [l)keK cKasan, 4to Tebe 370 He HYXKHO.

Horn gporkanu, u a c ycunmem 3adpukcmposana KoneHn. Cenyac He BpeMsA MOKa3biBaTb KaKyk
6bl TO HK BbIN0 cNnabocTb. ToNIbKO He ei. YTo Bbl HM CNYUYMNIOCH C HEWN MPOLLJIOM, 3TO €€ OXKECTOYNO
HACTONbKO, YTO, BMAA TPYAHOCTM APYrUX, OHA He MUCMbITbIBaNA ConeperKnBaHuA. Tak 4To He BpemMsA 1
He mecTo.

— [Oxek? Tbl BUAEeNa aToro otcoca?

Y MeHst HeNpPoWn3BOIbHO B31eTeNn 6PoBM.

— OH oueHb BbICOKO O Tebe oT3bIBancA. [0OBOpPW/A, 4YTO Tbl €4MHCTBEHHAA, KTo obnagaer
HY>KHbIMW MHe cnocobHoCTAMM.

Hy nagHo, He coBcem TaK, HO OHa elué Konebnetca. [laxke nocne TOro, Kak A cnacna eé 3agHuLy.

— 3TO coBCeM He Nnoxoxe Ha [xKeka.

— OH cKasan, 4To Tbl 3340/13KaNa emMy neyeHbKu, — BCTaBua Kakryc.

3nnb 3106HO Ha Hero B3rNAHyNa.

— Al He 3aHMMatocb f016aHOM BbiNeYKon. HeyxKenu A noxoxa Ha...

Bpam WWYMHO BbIAOXHY .

— 91nb, XBAaTUT. XBaTuUT. CAenait 3To, Tbl e 3Haellb, YTO CaMa 3TOro Xo4elllb.

OHa 1 Ha Hero nocmoTpena Hegobpo, HO BO B3rALE NPOME/bKHYA UCKPa.

— Haxantora.



LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

— Bcé ana 1eba. A Tenepb gaBai 3a paboTy. Tbl e 3Haellb, Hac eLWwé *KayT gena.

OH MHe HpaBWJ/ICA, BO3MOXKHO, Aarke bonblie, yem oHa. Man 3to HbIs10 U3-3a TOrO, YTO, KaXKeTcA,
OH Ha HalLel CTOpPOHe.

— MHe Hy»KHO, 4TObbI Tbl ONMCana ero, CNPaBULWbCA? — CNPOCKAA INNb, CHOBA CKPELLMBAA PYKU.
Bcem cBOMM BMAOM U31y4Yas BbI3OB.

A KnsHyna.

— [a, cnpasntocob.

— Hy Torga, pasait Bce 3To no gopore, a?

M To BepHO. Mpuwno Bpema HaliTK oTLa U BbI3BOAUTbL Kpan pas n Hasceraa.

XOTA 0CTaBasnOCh OLLYLULEHNE, YTO Halle NyTewecTBUeE eLLé AaneKo OT 3aBepLleHus.

Ob6epHyBLWNCD, A NOAYMANA, YTO NOHATUA HE UMEID, HACKONIbKO BEPHO MOE OLLyLLEeHUE.
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— Hy Torga onuwm ero, Ha3oBM MMA. BCé, YTO BCMOMHMLLb, MOXKET NOMOYb. He ToNbKO BHeLHee
AepPbMO, HO M TO, KAKOW OH.

ONnnb NPOCTO CBEPANAA MEHA B3rNALOM, NOKa rosopuma.

Cnosa noanaunce camm coboi.

basunesc. INIHHbIE TEMHO-KALITaHOBbIE BONOCHI C HECKOZIbKMMW NPAAAMM CBETO-KALITAaHOBOrO
useTa W nposAsBnAwwWwenca npoceabto. MyCKyAUCTbIA, HEMHOrO HUXKe MeHA. 3enéHble rnasa,
yepHetowme npu 310CTU. Camblii CUAbHBLIA B Hawen cembe. CNOMAEHHbIA M3-3a TOFO, YTO MM
MaHunynuposanu. [lNpegnountaetr opHUX aeTter apyrum. lNoasepr CBOM Hapod OMACHOCTM MO
COBCTBEHHOM rNynocTy.

— XBaTUT, — CKazana b, A NOAgHANA B3MNAL, XOTA 40 3TOr0 HEOCO3HAHHO CMOTpena BHU3. — OH
Tebs yHuKan, oa’?

310 6bIAM nNepBble €€ CN0Ba, FOBOPALLME, YTO OHa CAbIWMT MeEHA, B [/1a3ax NOABMAOCH
co4yBCTBME.

Al npepnoysia He oTBEYaThb.

— Tbl CMOKeLb HAUTK ero?

E€ rnasa cBepKHyM, pa3HOLBETHbIE KPAMMHKM B HUX 3aKPYKMUINUCb C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTbHO.

— [la, A nonmana cnepg,. OTcloga Ha ceBepO-BOCTOK.

Y MeHs nogHANUCL 6poBM.

— Bot TaK npocto?

— Hy, 4epT, TOYHOrO MECTOMNONOXKEHUSA A HE 3HAlO, HO Mbl e uaém c Toboi. Mosepb, ¢ nanynemn
Tbl BCTPETULLLCA, TaK YTO ByAb roToBa MMETb Ae/10 CO BceMu ero npubabaxamu.

Y MeHA oTBaNMNaCh YetoCTb, @ I11b NPOCTO NPOLWIA MUMO MeHA. bpam cxkan rybbl n nokavan
roN0BOMN.

— Al 661 N3BMHUACA, HO BONbLLE HUYEro He MOry caenaTb. Tbl K HEW NPUBbIKHELLb.

KaKTyc nokayan rososomn.

— Al 6b1 6onblUe NepexkmBan, YTO OHA HACTYNUT eLwé He Ha oaHY 60/1IbHY0 M0301b J1apkK.

Bpam KMBHyA.

— Ara, n 3TO TOXe.

OHu 3abpanuncb Ha Odenuto, a A 3atopmosmna. Cioga Hac NpuHéc Y6n[0K, HO 3TO Bbina
eAMHWYHAA ycayra. A noaowna u NoAoXKMAA PyKy eMy Ha nneyo. He ycnena A nonpocutb 06 ewé
OZHOM MoJieTe, Kak OH 3aroBopu:

- fl oTHecy Teb6A. Y meHAa AaBHO He 6bl/I0 NPUKIOYEHWIA.

Al 3anpbIrHyNa K HeMy Ha CMMHY.

— Cnacnbo. Ho nma Y6n040K HECKONbKO ycTapeno. Ecam a He mory HasbiBaTb TeHA HacTOALMM
nmeHem, To gam Tebe HoBoe.

OH ¢bIpKHYA, a KakTyc 3abpanca no3agm meHs.

— [lenan, Kak noxenaewwb, dnemeHTanb. Baw BmAa Bcerga Tak nocrynaer.

3axoTenocb 3a4aTb eMy 3a 4ep30CTb, HO A peLlra 3anyCTUTb NasibLbl B €ro rpusy.

— B Hawe cembe cyLLecTByeT siereHaa O KOHe, MPMBE3LIEM HALLero NepBoro KOponsa Ha 6uTey.
O TOM, KaK KOHb CTan nepsbiM GpamunbAPOM MNOC/e CMAaceHUA KOponAa, NPUHAB yaap 3a Hero. Ero
3Banu Lensep.

OH fepHynca, Korga Mbl NOAHANUCH B HebO.

— Tboy.

K weke npuxanca xonoaHbIN HOCKK.

— 370 Xopoulee nms.
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Mbicnamum a yxe bbina ganeko. Ha ceBepo-BOCTOKe... ITO He HbIIO AN1A MEHA NYCTbIM 3BYKOM.
Tam Haxoaunuce MNMpokrknatble CKanbl, N0AM Ha3bIBAKOT UX [MManaamu.

B Tex ropax pacnonarancsa gom Cunbdpos.

— KakTyc, Mbl ke oTnpasasam roHuos B He3p0?

- [a.

— W oHM noKNAnuCb, 4TO B UX AOME HeT MOEero oTua, — A CXajla Nanblbl HA rpuse Lllelsepa,
NMOKa *KECTKMe BONOChl He Bpe3asinCb B Nasblbl.

— To, YTO Mbl ABUKEMCA B TOM HaMpaB/ieHWWN, BOBCE He O3HAYAET, YTO OH Tam. [a uenbii mup
HaxoaMTCA ceBepo-BOCTOYHee Hac.

OH nNoTép MHe nneyn, HO BMecTO paccnabneHms 3To A06aBMNO NUWbL AONOAHUTENbHbIE
MeTaHuA.

— He Hy»xHO, KakTyc. MNorkanymncra.

MHe 6b110 NNeBaTb, YTO OH Mpas.

Mbl neTenn HeCKOJIbKO YacoB, HU ApPaKoH, HKU LUeli3ep He c6aBaAAn CKOPOCTb. ITO Aas0 MHe
BpeMA ANA Pa3MbILUIEHUN.

B Hawem mupe 4YTO-TO MEHANOCb, U B rOJI0BE BepTe/NnCb pasHble BOCMOMWUHAHUA. [lonas B
FnybuHy, a Buagena n nomorna ceepwmntbcs nepesopoTy. N3 Kpas s BbitecHuna Kaccasy. B LWaxte
nomornaa ynpouutb Bnactb ®namettol. CepaLe NycTUNOCb BCKaYyb, KOr4a nepeao MHOM BbICTPOMAACH
BCA KapTUHa.

B nocnepHee Bpems y MeHA BOW/O B MPMBbLIYKY CaauTb M36paHHbIX Ha TPOH. N36paHHbIX
BornnHen-MaTtepbto. Mo cnvHe NPOLWEén X0N040K, U OH HE MMEN HUYErO OOLLLErO C XOI040M CHapYXMU.

leTa noBepHynacb y MeHA Ha KONEHAX U NOCTaBUNA nepeaHne nanbl MHe Ha rpyab Tak, UTO Mbl
OKas3anuncb HOC K Hocy.

— Y70 370 32 CTpax A NoYyBCTBOBA/IA? YTO Tbl TaM HanpuaymbiBana?

A OTKMHyNacCb Hasaa 1 npuxKanacb K Kaktycy.

— bornHa-MaTb MmeHs ucnosb3yeT. A 6blna BCEro nilb eé MHCTpyMeHTom B [ybuHe, Lllaxte u
Kpae, 4tobbl cMeHUTb NMbo npasBuTensa, AMH6O TaKTUKY npasneHuA. U a abcontoTHO yBepeHa, YTo B
He340 Hac HanpPaBWMAW MO TOM }Ke NPUYNHE.

KaKTyC € LWymoMm BbITAHY/ BO34YX.

— Bor xe...

— He CcKBepHOCNOBb, — pPABKHY/AA f, YyBCTBYS MNOAHMMAIOLWMMNCA BHYTPU TrHeB. HEB MU
pasoyvapoBaHue. — OHa € Camoro Hayasna MCNoJib30Bana MeHSA.

Y MNeTbl cmArymMaca B3rnAg 3eNE€Hblx rnas.

— Tbl n3bpaHHas eto, Jlapk. Bcemy ecTb NpuymHa.

— Mouyemy oHa oTnpaBaseT MeHA Bcaeny? Hackonbko Bce Hbl110-6bl NpoLe, ecnm 6ol A 3HaNa,
YyTO OT MeHs TpebyeTtca?

Le3ep obepHyncs.

— Bo3MOXHO, OHa NOHMMAET, YTO Tbl BOCMPOTUBULLLCA, €C/IN 3aTAHYTb NOBOAbA TYXKe.

Ero chosa nonanu B uenb.

—MpoknAatbe, a Tbl Npas.

— EcTtecTBeHHO, — PbIPKHY OH TaK, YTO Kan/au Nomnanaum Ha ero CNMHy 1 Ha Hac.

Al o6Tepna nnuo, a lNeTa BCTPAXHYNA WePCTb.

—Tynaa nowagpb.

OH pe3Ko noaanca BneBso, 3actasums MeTy BbINYCTUTb KOrTH, YTOObI yAep»KaTbCA 38 MeHS.

— LWemsep, nonerve!

OH 3apxKan.

— He ceityac.
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Ecnn 6bl A 3Hana, o yem nonpocuT bornHa-Martb, A 6bl He cornacunack. A 6bl Aymana, 4YTo He
cnpasnatocb, ocobeHHo ¢ Kaccasoit. Mnu B TnybuHe. [a v B LLaxTe, ecnm yx Ha To nowo. MNpoknsTbe,
HEe X04y C STUM MUPUTbLCA.

OcobeHHO Tenepb, NOHMMaARA, YTO XKAET meHa B lHesge. Ewé ogmH nepesopoT? Ewé oaHo
NCNbITaHWE OTHEM, TUMA TOro, YTO cayymaocs B LLlaxTe?

A cnpaTtana noabopoaok Ha rpyamn, obHana ety u 3aKpblia rnasa. Bcé paBHO A0 Halwero
NPMObLITMA A HAYEro He Mory NoAeNnaTb, U, MOXKeT OblTb, MOXeT bbiTb, A owKnbatoch.

MoKa mbl netenn, HMU pasy He NOBEPHYAU. M BOT, paHO Ha paccBeTe Mbl Hayanu CNyck, U A
OTKpblaa rnasa.

Hac okpyxanu Mpoknatble CKanbl. Mbl CTann ONycKaTbCA, N cepale YyTb He BbINPbIFTHYAO M3
rpyaun. Yept, HMKor4a ewgé He 4yBCTBOBana cebs Tak NOraHo M3-3a TOro, YTo Npasa.

Odenuna npusemnmnacb nepson. LLensep pesko NpuM3emnmaca cnesa oT HeE, NOAMNPbIrHYA U
BCTa/ Ha Ablbbl. KaKTyc nepeneten Yepes HalLM roA0Bbl U ynan HaB3HWUYb. [lpakoHMua obepHynach u
PACKaTUCTO paccmeanaco.

LWen3ep rapuesan Ha mecTe.

— B umeHu 3akntoveHa cuna. Yto o3HavaeT moé?

A BCnbIXHYNA.

— U3rubatowmiica, Kpy4€EHbli.

— A He cTonno an nogobpath UTo-HMBYAb 6onee NnoknaauctToe? — GblpKHYN KakTtyc.

Mepen Tem, KaK CnpbIrHYTb, A noxionana LWeisepa no wee.

— Tbl He 0653aH Hac 34ecb XAaTb. Bo3Bpaluancs omoii, B pogHble neca.

Al coenana HECKO/bKO WaroB M nNo cBsA3u ¢ leTol NoYyBCTBOBA/ia CKAYOK 3HEPIUM HA FPaHU
naHWKW. A NoA4HANa PYKY U Nosoxuna eé MNeTe Ha CNKHKY. [ToBepHyNa ronosy, YTobbl 3arfAHYTb €N B
rnasa.

— Y10 cnyymnoch?

— 3TO He Mou ouyuweHusa, Teon, Jlapk, — otBetmna lleta. J/leBoe yxO KOLWKW AEPHYAOCb B
CTOPOHY, 1 A 06epHynach TyAa *Ke.

Llei3ep cToan, CNOBHO €ro KonbiTa MPUK/IEN K 3eMJIe, @ CaM BECb MOKPbIJCS M3MOPO3bIO U
MeJIKO ApOoXKan.

— O HeT, — npowenTana 1, — otnycTn ero. OH BbINOJIHWA CBOIO YacTb.

«nTAa, Tbl HyXAaewbca B HeM. M, BO3MOXHO, OH Hy»KaaeTca B Tebe ewwé 6onblie. Heyxkenun Tl
He NpMMmeLLb MOM NOAAPOK?»

BornHA-MaTb roBopuaa MbICNEHHO, TaK YTO M CBOW MbIC/IN A CNPATATb He Morna. KOHeYHo A He
BEPHY ero.

— LLlensep. Tbl cBA3aH CO MHOWM. YyBCTBYELIb?

Ero TéMHble rnasa 3ariaHyM B MOM, U OH ObIPKHYA, HO npomosyan. 310CTb BO B3rnsae
ropopuaa rpomye cnos. OH He cobupancs 6bITb NPUBA3AHHBIM KO MHE.

A nonbiTanacb ycnokoutbca. A 3aBoeBana leTy, N HYXKHO BepPUTb, YTO CMOTY 3aBOeBaTb U ero. fA
NPUKOCHYNACb K ero 6oky.

— fl He HaKkMHy Ha TebA ynpsa)KKy. Kakaa 6bl NMomoLwb HXU Bblna MHE HY)KHa, 3TO BPEMEHHO, A
yBepeHa.

lpagyc ero amoumii YyTb CHU3MACA.

— Jlosnto Teba Ha cnose.

— 2nnb, — 0bepHyNach A K AeBYLIKe, KOraa oHa NoAoLwia, — MOKaXKelb, Kyaa natn?

OHa yKasa/sa Ha BepLUNHY, CNOBHO NApPALLY Haj HAalWMMM FOI0BaMM.

— OH Tam, HO KakK, MaTb ero, OH elé KWB, Bbille MOEro NoHMMmaHua. Mbl obepHyaucb, HO
HMUYEro He yBUAOENN.
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— Xopowo. OTcloga A cmory cama, — A NpoTaHyaa pyKy Kaktycy. OH NpoOTAHYN MHe CBOLO, U A
Haxmypwunacb. — Konbe, KaKtyc.

— TOYHO, — OH BNIOXKW/ €r0 MHE B PYKY, M A coeamHuna obe yactu. — Cnacnbo, Bam oboum.

— PaboTa He 3aKOHYEeHa, NoKa A He BepHy ero Tebe.

3nnb BCTaNa nepeao MHOM, O4YeHb AENCTBEHHO Nperpaans 4opPory.

fl NONOXKMAa el Ha NNeYOo PYKY U NErOHbKO CABMHYNA.

— Tenepb s cnpasatocb cama. M aaxke koe-yto Tebe nogapto. A papto Tebe csoto ycayry. Thbl
CMOXelb NpM3BaTb MeHA B toboe Bpems.

Y Heé pacwmpuanch rnasa.

— 3a4yeMm Tbl 3TO Aenaellb?

Bo mHe 3asuxpunca [lyx u 3aBnagen moum pTom.

— fl noHapobntocb Tebe A0 3aKaTa TBOEW KU3HKU. Tbl OTAAWb MHE TO, YTO XpaHuLWb BanKe Bcero
K cepauy.

Mot poT NPOU3HEC 3TU CNOBA, HO OHWU HEe 6blan MoumM. Mo cnrMHe NPOWEN XON0A40K, U INNb
TOKe B34pOrHy/1a No4 MOEN PyKOMN.

— CMNbHO COMHEBAKOCh.

OHa aepHynacb OT MeHs, HO CTPax B r/1a3ax roBOpM/ cam 3a cebs.

— Y710 Obl HM CNYYMNOCH, HE NAM 3@ HAMMW.

A onyctnna pyKy u nowna npoyb. K NnogHOXbIO ropel.

— Mbl He moXKem ocTaTbca, JTapK, — CKasana dnnb.

A ornAHynacb Yepes naevo.

—Toraa He ocTaBanTeCh.

— Mbl He CMOXeM BbITaWMTb OTCHO4A TBOIO 3a4HULY.

— Al 3TOro n He Xay.

OHa BCKMHYNA PYKWU B BO3OYX.

— bpam, Ham nopa. Hac *ayT gena.

Al Habntogana, Kak oHM 3abpanncb Ha Odenuto. E€ Bonblume rnasa choKycnMpoBanacb Ha MHe, U
Ha MIHOBEHME MOKA3a/i0Cb, YTO OHA YTO-TO CKa*keT. HO OHa pe3Ko oTBepHyaacb, NPUroTOBMAACH, U
OFPOMHbIE KpblbA NOAHAAM UX B BO3AyX. A NOAHANA PYKY MNPOWAACb, U DAAb NOAHANA PYKY B
OTBETHOM XecTe.

BHYTpM 4TO-TO WeBEeNbHY0Ch. YTO 6bl I1/1b 346Cb HM OCTaBUAA, HALLM NYTH eLLE NepecekyTcs.

HeckoNbKO MUHYT MX MOXHO 6bl10 BMAETb NEeTAWMMKU CKBO3b 06/1aKa, Mepuanu KpacHble
YyewynKn, a MOTOM OHU UCHE3NN.

LWen3ep dbipKHYA.

— A YyTO HaCcYéT meHA?

A BHMMaTENbHO MOCMOTpPE/Ia Ha Hero.

— Tbl He mor 6bl f0XKAATbCA MeHA 34eckb? He 3Hato, BO YTO Mbl BBSI3bIBAEMCA, HO 3aNacHOM NyTb
K OTCTYNJIEHUIO — BCEr4a XOpoLaa naesa B Moem mupe.

OH npuwypunca.

— Mpn3osu meHA. A ycabiwy.

A NpuKocHynacb K ero Hocy, bapxaTuctaa mopaa Oblna marye nyxa ofgyBaHuuKa. A
pasBepHynacb M MowWwaa MNpoyb, TOMbKO Ceiyac noamedas, rae Mol nNpusemanancb. Hebonblias
OO0/NIMHA Y NOAHOXMA Tpex rop, BeplWMHbl KOTOPbIX BO3BblWasaCb HACTO/IbKO, 4YTO Cloga eaga
nonaganu CoOMIHEYHbIE NIydYMn, XOTA CTOAN NOoAAeHb. o4 HOramMm XpPyCTes CHET, *KYTKO 3aX0Te/I0Cb CHATb
canoru 1 No4yBCcTBOBaTb ero 60cbIMU CTYNHAMM. B HalMx XBOMHbIX necax He Bblf0 TAKOro CHera, He
TO 4YTO 3A4ecb. JlegaHble KPUCTAA/MKU MOKPbIBaAM abCcontoTHO Bce, npeobparkaa mup benbim
MepLUaHMEM, JapA HEPEAbHbIE OLLYLLEHMA.
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— W 410 Tenepb? Mbl 3Haem, 4TO TBOM OTeL, 34eCb, HO Tbl e He cobupaewbca 0O6BUHATL
Koponesy, npasaa’?

— [MoHATMA He nmeto, YTo bByay aenatb.

MeTa cnpbirHyna ¢ moero nneva. E€é Teno 3agpoxkano, u oHa obepHynacb CHeXHbiM 6apcom,
naeanbHO NOAXOAALMM MECTHOCTW.

—lNeTa, YTO Thbl 3HaeLWb O Koponese [He3aa?

— Al He 6bina B THe3ge pgonrve roapl. Ho KOponesa NPaBuT yXKe O4YeHb aBHO. [arke Aonblue
TBOEro oTua.

OHa noberkana Bnepegu Hac, OCTaBNAA HA CHery CBOM cnedbl, MO KOTOPbIM Nerko 6bii1o
c/1e0BaTh 3a Hel.

— [la, 310 A 3Hato. Ho uTo ewé? A He cnepmna 3a NOIMTUYECKON CTOPOHOM BOMNPOCa.

— KoponeBa Apua — HaCKO/IbKO Al 3HAtO — O4eHb MArkas. [Jobpasa u munocepaHan. Moatomy eé
JHAaepam o4veHb CKy4yHo, — [leTa npbirana BBepx MO CK/AOHY Bnepean Hac, OHAa pa3BepHynacb U
ornaHynacb. — Mogbem byaeT Taxénbim. Noyemy Mbl He BOCNonb3oBanuch Yoa... Lensepom?

— [OTOMY YTO Y MEHA HET HU MaNenLero *enaHMA nonactb B NHe340 ¢ BO3AayXxa. MHe He 3Haem,
NPUMYT M Hac gobpom. Ha 3emne, no KpariHelt Mepe, y HAac eCTb WAHC HAa CAMOCTOATENbHYIO 3aLWMTY,
€C/I1 OHa noTpebyeTca.

KaKTyc XMbIKHYA.

— [lymaewb, 4OMAET A0 Takoro?

Al Bnepuaacb B Hero B3rnagom.

— A cam Kak aymaelwb? Tbl BOOOLLE MeHSA cablwan? bornHa-MaTb WAET MmeHA Tyaa pa3obpaTtbes
C KaKMMWU-TO MNONUTUYECKMMM Bonpocamu. Mo KpalHen mepe HEeCKONIbKUM InemeHTaNAM 3TO He
NMOHPABUTCA, U CKOpee BCero Koposiesa Apma BOCNPOTUBUTCA HaLLEMY NPUCYTCTBUIO.

— [ox0xKe, 3TOT CKNIOH NOKPbIT CKO/Ib3KMM AEePbMOM, 432 — NPOBOPYAN OH.

Al 6blna ¢ HUM cornacHa, HO Mpomosiyana.

lNeTa okKasanacb npaBa HacYéT nogbéma. ITO OKa3anocb TO ewWwé MuCnbliTaHue ANA Halux
CNocobHOCTEN, KaK GU3NYECKMX, TaK U MArM4yeckMx. 3emM/t0 NMOKPbIBan CHer, a CHer — 3To BOAa, He
3emna. [loatomy, 4Tobbl nNpogenatb yraybneHns pna pyk, KakTycy npuxogaunocb CHavana
pacTanivBaTb CHer, a NOTOM A pa3maArdyana nopoay. He pa3 mbl 3anyckanm naBuHbl, 06pyLIMBaBLINE
BOJIHbI CHEra BHU3 Mo CKAOHY.

MoTOM Mbl CTOIKHYAUCb C ONYCTUBLUENCA HAa4, MMPOM HOYbtO. TeMHOTa Wb Aobasnsana rpagyc
0ONacHOCTU. Ham npuwaock paccymTbiBaTh MWL HA 1eTy, YTO OHA CMOXKET HalUTK Tpony.

Al 6blna yBepeHa, 4To 6e3 Heé Mbl Hbl He morn 3abpaTbea.

— Y)Ke noyTn, — No3Basia OHa Hac CBepxy, CBEPKHYB B TEMHOTE rnasamu.

Al npoponkana Kapabkatbca, cnnHa n Hornm Bonenn oT xonoda M yctanoctu. Houb npuHecna
csou nnoabl. OcTaBasoCh NNWb HAAEATbCA, YTO KOponeBa ApUA MMEHHO Takaa, Kakon eé onucana
MeTa: nobpaa n munocepgHas.

Mbl NOTAHY/AMUCb Ha BbICTYN OoAHOBpPemeHHO. Bonocbl y Kaktyca 3anegeHenn 6oposgamu ot
nuvua. MNoT 3acTbiBan Kanaamm, NOKa Mbl KapabKanuco.

— DTOT NYHKT TENEPb MOXKHO BbIYEPKHYTb U3 CMMUCKa 06A3aTeNbHbIX Aen.

Al nocmoTpesia Ha Hero 1 paccmeanaco.

— KaKTyc, TONbKO Tbl MOT MOCYMUTATb 3TO MYHKTOM B CMIUCKE BaXKHbIX Aef.

OH yXmblnbHyANCA.

— Hy uTo cKkaszaTb? MpensaTcTBMA ANLWb NOAFOHAIT K Lean. FoBopAT, YTO cTapaHua He 3pA.

KoHeuHo, ero cnosa He UMeNn HUKAKOro OTHOLLEHMUA K ropam.

Al ynbibHyNacb, NOATAHY/IACk HA BbICTYN M cena Ha KoneHwn. Mbl aobpannce o Bpat MHesaa.



LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

Mbl HaxoAWAMCb B LIMPOKOM WM NAOCKOWM paclliennHe, yxoasalwen rayboko B ropy. Ha
NPOTUBOMOJIO}KHOM Kpato MOLWAAKNM HAaXOAWAMUCh BbICOKME BpaTa, C TAHYWMMUCA B 0Oe CTOPOHDI
CTeHamu.

MeTa cena Ha 3agHMe Nanbl 1 3aLEeBENNNA YIWWAMM.

— Jlapk, cltoga HanpaBAseTcA BCTpevatowas generaums.

Al 3acTaBMsa cebsa BCTaTb, XOTA HOMM TPACAUCH, @ MbIlLbl PYK BblAN 3abUTbI CIOBHO KamMHU. K
Ham fneTen BCTpeyawwunin. A MOprHyna, yamB/ieHHaa Tem, KOro OTnpaBu/ia KOpoJieBa KaK CBOEro
nocna.

— Bcé 6biBaeT BnepBble, — CKa3ana A, Koraa Ko mHe noaneten ¢erpun ¢ Me4om, HaueneHHbIM
MHe B rnas.

BoT y»K AeMCTBUTE/IbHO BrepBble.
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— DI, NPOKAATbE, KaK Tbl TyT OKa3afnacb, BOHKOYAA 3eMNEPOMKA? — MPOKPUYAN MHe B NLO
deiipun, coBeplUeHHO KpacHbIM OT 310CTU. Al NnogHANa 6poOBKM, HO He WeBeNbHYAacCb, ONAcanchb, YTO OH
CNY4aMHO NPOKONET MHE /133 CBOMM KPOLIEYHbIM MEYOM.

— A yTO TaKoro?

— Bcem TeppanuHram 3anpeweHo noAsaaTbCcA B [He3ae, NoKa He nocnegyet Apyrux
pacnopsaXKeHU, — NPONULLAN OH.

— A1 4TO, NOXOXKa Ha TeppanuHra? — cNpPocmaa A, N 370, BUAUMO, HECKO/IbKO YMEPWIO ero Mbl. —
NAn Mol cnyTHMK NOXoX Ha TeppanuHra CBOMMMW PbIXKUMM Boaocamu? Mam KowKa MoXKeT 6biTb
bamunbapom TeppanumHra?

C KaXk4blM BONPOCOM OH HEMHOTO CHUKa, MOKa ero Mmey Ha NOBUC B pyKe.

— YepT, BOHIOUYKU. Al NpO 3TO He nogyman. MeHsa 308yT Tom.

OH oTneTen oT MeHA, AaB BO3MOXKHOCTb B34,0XHYTb HOPMA/IbHO.

— A NNakcnep, a 310 Kaktyc u lNeTa, — yKasana A Ha OCTa/ibHbIX, NPeACcTaBUB. — TOM, HAM HYXXHO
NMoroBopuTb ¢ Koponeson Apueit. Kyaa Ham obpatuTbea?

Ero mey cHoBa B3BMACA B BO34yX, LAPanHyB MHe LWLEKY, a A0 MeHA AO0HeccsA 3anax Aro4Horo
BMHA. YyaecHo. MbaHbil delipu, HageNeHHbIN BAACTbIO. TO YTO HYXKHO.

— Mopoxan, oHa CKasana, YTo TOT, KTO NPUAET NOroBOPUTb C HEM, MPUHECET HEMNPUATHOCTU, U A
AOJ/KEH NOMbITaTbCA OCTAHOBUTD €r0.

— A-a, — npoTAHyn KaKTyc, — Tak B TOM U aeno. CNoBO «NOMNbITaTbCA» 3HAYMT HE BaXKHO, YTO Tbl
npeanpumeLlb, Tbl HE CMOXeLLb NPeAoTBPaTUTb HENPUATHOCTH.

Y Toma oTBMCAA YENtoCThb.

— Tbl yBEpEH?

TyT K Hemy nognpbirHyna [leTta, cxBaTuna ero nanamu Tak ObICTPO, CNOBHO 6Oblna Nulb
BCMbILWKOWN H6enoro.

— [a, OH yBepeH.

— He TpoHb ero! — 3akpuyana s.

Al cpasy npeacTaBuaa, YTO CKAXKeT KOpoaeBa, €CM Mbl BOT TakK cpasy ybbém oaHoro m3 eé
CTparken. He Ha TaKoe NpMBETCTBME A paccymTbiBana.

MeTa B3BM3rHyNa 1 OTNpPbIrHyAa Hasag, TPACA Nano.

— MenKknit npuaypok!

— Jleau TaK He BblparkatoTcsa! — KPMKHYA OH B OTBET, MOJIHUEN yNieTada K BpaTam.

— bbicTpee! Ham Hy*KHO fo6paTtbca Bnepéq Hero.

Al pBaHyna 3a HMUM, 3TO Obl/IO NIETKO M3-3a MePL@HMA ero KpblabeB. eTa Myanacb nepeao MHoOM
W pblYyana.

Tom obepHynca Yepes Naeyo, B3BM3FHYA U YCKOPUACA.

— CkazouHoe aepbmo! OHM meHA goroHaT! OTKpbITb BOPOTA, BNyCTUTE MeHA!

BpaTta He weBebHYNCb, HO 3a PELLETKOM NOABUAUCH INLA.

Al BCKMHYNA PYyKy 1 3aTOpMO3una.

—MeTa, nogoxaun. MHe Kaxetca... KarkeTtcs, oH He odULMaNnbHbI BCTPEYAIOLLNA.

Papom octaHoBMACA KaKTyc, ynepca pyKamu B KOJIEHU U, eABa NepPeBEN AblXxaHWe, CNPOCu:

—YBepeHa?

— [a. Echu 6bl He Tak, To emy 6bl cpasy 6POCUANCL HA MOMOLLb, KOFAa OH 3aKpuyan.

deiipn ponbuncs B BOpoTa C TaKOM CKOPOCTbIO, YTO €ro Mey CTy4yas BMecTe C HAM, KOr4a Mbl
noAoLwun.

— Bnyctute meHa! OHM yrporKatoT, YTO KOLIKA CbeCcT MeHA U HaKoeT KocTu cebe Ha 3ybbl.
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OpHa cTBOpKA pacnaxHynacb, M K HaM BbllWen My)K4YMHa B 6enom. Mokasanocb, 4To cepaue
3a6b1710, Kak 6UTbcA Npu BuAe ero oAaexabl M3 6enoi KoXu U nepebpolleHHbIX Yepes naeyo,
3an/ieTeHHbIX B Kocy 6enbix Bonoc. OH BO3BbIWANCA HAAO0 MHOW Kak MMHMMYM Ha GyT, a cepble rnasa
CBEP/IU/IN HAC, CNOBHO Mbl Bblin BCEro Anwb pasgparkatowmm daktopom. Ho aeno 6bino Bosce He B
atom. [leno 6bis10 B ero cxoxectu ¢ Bukepom, Cunbdpom, coaencraytowmm Kaccase B 3axBaTe TPOHA U
B PAacnpOCTPaHEHUWN IETOYHbIX YepBeN cpean moero Hapoga. Cxoxectn ¢ Cunbdpom, yomswmnm moto
MaTb 1 MaaLero 6paTa.

OH nogHAn oaHy 6posb.

— KTO Bbl TaKue, 1 4TO Bam HYXKHO?

Tom nogneten NPAMO K ero rnasam.

— A ke ckaszan, Tynoit namot! OHKM 3aecb YTObObl YOUTb MEHA M COBEPLUUTb MOKYLIEeHWEe Ha
Koponesy! Hy-ka BnycTn meHs!

be3pasnnyHo OTMaxHyBLUWUCb, DHAEP OTNUXHYAN derpu, oT4ero TOT OT/IeTeN B Hally CTOPOHY.
Moka neten, OH KyBblpKaaca B BO34yxe, a A noMmana ero.

— JTO HeBEX/MBO. BO3MOXHO, OH NMbAH U He B cebe, HO Henb3a 6UTb delpu. ITo naoxan
npumera.

Y Cunbda faxke He ApOrHynm rybol. XonogHee nbga. TOM 3aCTOHAN, U A B3A/1a €ro aKKypaTHee.

— MHe Heobxo0AMMO NOroBOPUTL C KOPOEBOW.

— 3auem?

Al ctapanacb He oTBOAMTL B3rnag. Ecam Tom npas, n TeppanmHram 3anpewén sxon 8 NHesno, To
Yy MeHs eLLé eCcTb BpeMsa A4N1A SKCNPOMTA.

— Mbl 6b1 XO0TENM NoNacTb B Bawy 6ubanoTeky. Mbl BUAENM HECKONIbKO KHUT B LLlaxTe u Kpae.
Ho cabiwanu, 4to M'He3fo cnaBuTCA Ay4ywnm cobpaHmMem 3HaHUM U3 BCEX YETbIPEX CEMEN.

— YyéHble? — oTnpsaHyn IHAep. — BoamoxKHO, TBOU cioBa 6b1an 6bl 6onee npaBaonoaobHObIMMU,
ecnu 6bl Tbl He Hocuaa dopmy dHAepa Kpas.

YepT, M3-3a X07104a A TYro coobparkato.

— A yTO, DHAEP HE MOKET NPOoCBeLLaTbCA?

— He Toraa, Koraa nponan ero Koponb. Mbl OTNpaBuAM OTBETHYO MHbOPMaumio, 3To Bonblue,
yem HeobxoaMmoO.

OH warHyn Hasaga.

— Mopoxan. MorkanyiicTta, coobuwm Koponese Apuun. CKaXkn, YTo MHe HeobxoaAMMO NOroBoOpPUTL
C Hew.

OH BNMACA B3rNA40M B MOM rna3a.

— OHa He CTaHeT TpaTUTb Ha Tebs cBOe Bpems, U A HUYEro He CTaHy el nepeaaBaTb OT yoOunLbl
Cunboa.

BopoTa 3axn10nHyAnCh, U A BblA0XHYAA. MOX0XKe, cnaBa 6eXuT Bnepean MeHs.

— W 4To Ham genaTb, ecAr OH Hac He NycTUT? — cnpocuna lMeTa.

— Hy, y Hac Tenepb ecTb TOT, KTO HAM NOMOXeT, Npasaa, Tom?

Al B3Ana ero nanbL,amMm 3a NOAC U BbITALLMAA U3 €0 PYK Meu.

—YT10? — NpOMAMANA OH TO AN U3-32 BMHA, TO N U3-3a yAapa DHAepa.

— Tbl Xe xo4ellb nonactb B [He340, Tak?

— [1a! — OH cTan oTTafNIkKMBaTb MO0 PYKY. — D1, OTNYCTU MEHA.

— He TaK 6bicTpo.

B ronose yxe co3pen naaH. TOM NOKa*KeT Ham TaMHbIM BXO4, KyAa Mbl MPOHMKHEM, HalgéM
OTUA M UCYEe3HEM B TOT e mur. OgHaKo cobbITUA NOTEKN COBCEM MO MHOMY CLEHAPMUIO.
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CHOBa OTBOPMAMCL BOPOTA, M BbIWAA NOXWnaAa gama. lNpuyém ckasaTb, UYTO IaemMeHTaNb
NOXXWAOM, B NPUHUMNE AOBOJIbHO CNOXHO. Mbl CTapeem... YyyaecHo. Y oTua 3a CNUHOM yXe net
TbICAYA, @ OH TO/IbKO Ha4yan ceaeTb.

OfHaKo, 3Ta KeHLWWHa HeMHOro cyTynunacb, a benvie Bonocbl Kacanucb cHera. OHa 6bina
opeta B bnepHo-ronyboe nnatbe, ycbiMaHHOE MNpPO3payHbIM XpyCcTanem, a KOpPOHA Ha ronose,
Ka3asioCb, COTKAaHa M3 TOH4YaMWero WeENKa M nayTuHol. Ha meHAa cmoTpenn nobnekwue, Hespsaune
rnasa.

— [Anta 3emnun. bornHa rosopuna, 4to Tbl NpuAaéwb. MNongém, He obpawain BHMMAHMA Ha
SHAEpPOB, OHM C/INLLIKOM MEHS OMEKatoT.

MN3-3a e€ cnnHbl Ha Hac 3/106HO CMOTPEN BbICOKUIA DHAEP.

— Mos KoposieBa, NoXKanyncTa, He Aenan aToro. Tbl e cama roBopwu/Ia, YTo TBOA CMepPTb NPUAET
CHapy»K. 9To oHa ybuna Bukepa.

310 npaBaa. 1 ybuna BuKepa, Koraa BbirHana u3 Kpas KaccaBy. XOTs, KOHEYHO, A He
cobupanacb noaTeep:aaTb 06BMHEHUA B CBOI aapec.

— MpaBga? Tbl cam Tam 6bIN? — OHa CMOTpPeNa Ha MeHA, HO roBopuna dHAepy. — dHaep bopeac,
NOXanymcrTa, He CTOMT PACNPOCTPAHATb CAyXM. i HEe MOry nonaratbCA Ha HUX. W gaxke ecam 3To oHa
ybuna Bukepa — Tak Tomy M 6bITb. OH cam BbIGpan cBOM NyTb, KOTOPbLIN YBEN ero oT Hac. Ero usrHanm
He NPOCTO TaK.

A BOT 310 6bI/1I0 HOBOCTbLIO AN MEHA.

Ero aMuo okameHeno.

— Kak noxenaewb, Mos KOposieBa.

OHa NpoTAHY/Ia KO MHE PYKY.

— WpemTe. Bbl TpOe, AOMKHO ObITb, 3aMEP3IN U NPOTON0NANUCE.

— A yTo Hacuyét Toma? — cnpocuna A, NPoTAHYB el dpelipn. — Pa3Be OH He OAMNH U3 Bac?

SHaep bopeac PpbipKHYA, HO KOPONEBA NPOTAHY/IA TPACYLLYIOCA PYKY.

— Tom, CHOBa HEMNPUATHOCTU, APYKOK Moin? Korga-Hnbyab Tbl OKaXKeLWbCca Ha 3a4BOPKAX MUPa.
Bo3moOXHO, B Camoli ONNHE CMEPTW.

— Apus, A He Mmory yaep»KaTbCsl OT Aro4HOro BUHA. OHO CNIULWKOM MaHUT MEHA.

OH HeyKNtoXKe NOKNOHUACA, U A BEPHYA €ro el Ha afoHb.

OHa nocaguna ero cebe Ha nieyo U 3aLwna 3a BOpoTa.

— Bnyctute ux, n 6e3 BbIKpyTacos.

MeTa npuanacb K MOMM HOFaMm, U Mbl NPOLIAKM 3a BopoTa. Cneaya 3a kKoponesoin B [He340, mMbl
BCHO 4OPOry MOANYanu. BeplinHy ropbl OKO/bLOBbIBasA KPyraaa NaowanKa Kak MUHUMYM B MU0 B
AnameTpe. BeposaTtpo, eé nopaep:kumBanu obnaka, M onopa non Horamu 6bina bHonee uem
HEHAAEXKHOW, YTO yXKaCHO MeHA HepBuposano. na Cunbda He cocTtaBnao Hbl abCONOTHO HUKAKOTO
TPpyAa AKOObl HEB3HAYaW BbIWBbIPHYTb HAC 33 npegenbl NAatGopMbl. 1 NONOKMAA PYKY HA KaMeHb,
BMCALLMWA Ha rPyAun, BNepBble Nocae NNaBaHUA Ha noake B [peunto BCMOMHMB, YTO OH TaM HaxoauTcA.

Bokpyr Hac cBucTen BeTep, OAMH NOPbIB OKA3anCA TAKOM CWUAbl, YTO MHEe MpPULINOCH
HaKNOHUTbCA, YTOObI MeHA He yHecno Hasaa. LepcTb MeTbl epowmnnack. OHa NOCMOTpPena Ha MeHs.

— 3aecb 06UTAKOT O4HM U3 CaMbIX CU/IbHbIX BETPOB.

Al noHANa, 4TO OHa UMena BBUAY HE TONbKO NPUPOLHbIE BETPDI.

JHaep bopeac waran pagom c Koponeson. HackonbKo OH Obln BbICOKMM M MYCKY/IUCTbIN,
HACTO/IbKO OHa Kasanacb CyOTUNbHOM M XpynKoi. XoTa OHAa K/AOHWAAcb K 3em/e M3-3a BO3pacTa.
BepoAaTHO, ecnu 6bl OHa BCTana poBHO, bblia H6bl Mmoero pocta. MeHA He pas NpuHUMmanu 3a Cuaboda
n3-3a pocTa.

Hac Benn no ynnuam, BbIMOWEHHBIM HUM YEM MHbIM, KaK FyCTbIMW 061aKamu, MUMO 343HUN,
napAwWMX Hag HUMM B HECKONbKUX dyTax.
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Bnepeaun Ha BeplwMHe HAaXOAWUNCA, KaK A NOHMMana, AsopeL,. 3a3ybpeHHble Kak MOJIHUWK, ero
WnNuAmM cmoTpenm B Hebo. OKpalleHHble APKMM 30/10TOM, OHM OTPAXKaAM yTPEHHEE COMHLE U CUAN B
ero ceerte.

Al peprkana A3blk 3a 3ybamu, HO, €cnn YecTHO, 3TO 6blN10 HEeCNOXKHO. THe340 NOTPAC/AO TaK Xe,
Kak n [nybuHa, Ho no-ceoemy. CoBepLUEHHO o4eBUAHO onepexkan Kpait Beamumem u ceepKatowmmm
NOBEPXHOCTAMM.

— Monaém, a xouy, 4Tobbl Tbl KOE C KEM BCTPETUNAC.

Apua NpoTAHyNa PyKy, a A B3rNAHyNa Ha bopeaca. A BonpocMTenbHO yKasana cebe Ha rpyab. OH
KMBHY/, HO B3rNA4, €ro 0CTaBasica MpadHbIM.

— XBaTuT yKe Kpusnatbca, bopeac. Tbl HAMHOrO Kpacueee, Korga yblbaewbes.

OH noKpacHen, 1 A He caepXKana yXmblKK. A NPOCyHyNa pyKy Koposaese Nof 0KOTb, KOraa OHa
NpPeanoXKuaa MHe ero.

OHa TaXeno obn0KOoTUNACb Ha MeEHA, MOKa Mbl MNOAHMMAAUCL NO MOCAEAHUM CTyNeHsm K
BOpPOTam eé CO6CTBEHHOrO CBATUMLLA.

—346ecb Mbl MOXEM FroBOPUTb, He 6OACb, YTO HAac NPepPBYT.

XoTa oHa 1 bbina cnena, Bena meHa 6e3 KonebaHui. MNepen Hamu OTKpbIAACb TPOHHAA 3ana, A
NOMMMO BONM 3aZeprKana AbixaHue. CBepKatowme b6enble neasHble KONOHHbI yXoanan B He6O Tak e
BbICOKO, Kak M CcTBOMblI cekBon B Kpae. Hag ronosamum wentann obnaka, a CHEXUHKM Napuan m
onycKkanacb K Horam. MeyTa... ITO MeCTO BbIFNALEN0 KaK MmeyTa, OC/NennAawwWasa rnasa Wu
pacnaxumearoLLan gywn.

OpHako y MeHA Ha aywe 6blno 4TO YrofAHO, TONbKO He crnokolcTBue. YbpaHcTBo He3aa
nopaKano CBOEW KPacoToOM, HO A MPEKPACHO 3Hasa, KaK KpacoTa MOr/a CKPbIBaTb OTBPATUTE/bHYIO
npasay.

— TBOW AOM OY€Hb... U3bICKAHHbIN.

— [lom — 3TO He TO MEecTO, rae Tbl XMBELWb, ANTA 3eM/IN, — FOJ10C KOPONEBbI OblN CUABHBIM U
yBepeHHbIM. — 3TO TO MECTO, rAe TBOA }U3Hb pacLBeTaer.

A He xaana coseToB. OHA NOX/I0NaNa MEHA Mo pykKe.

— Oymato, ogHaxabl Tbl NOMMELWb. [JO Hac AOWAN CAYXM, YTO Tbl NPOAENana OrpoMHyto paboty
B neckax Hammba.

A nobnepHena.

— Kak?

— Ox, Bce npocto. nuoHbl. LUnnoHbl Kpyrom. N mou ToxKe, — OHa 3acmeAnacb U MaxHyla MHe
pyKOW. — B ocHOBHOM ¢elipu, ecimn Xoyellb 3HaTb. DIEMEHTAIN UX HE 3aMeYaloT, XOTA Te NoBCloaYy.
MoKelwb 3aKpbITb POT, AUTA 3eMAU. Tbl CKOPO MOMMELLb, YTO Hall MWUP HAMHOTO MeHbLUe, Yem
KaxkeTtcA. Teba BEN cyacTIMBbIN Cyyan, aa?

— bornHa-Matb, — oTBeTUNa A, He ycnes Noaymarb.

Apua napy pas Mopruyna.

— Y70 K, Ha TO OHa 1 6ornHA. OHa BUAUT TO, YEro He BUAUM Mbl, gaxKe byayliee, KakKMM OHO
AO/MKHO BbITb. HO 51 He 06 3ToM. 3Hato, Tbl MLWEeLWb OTLUA, HO 34ecCb ero HeT, AuTA. KTo 6bl HM NPUBEN
Tebs crofa, oKasancs Henpas.

OHa WwarHyna B CTOPOHY M HanpaBMAacb K TPOHY.

A B3rnsHyna Ha Kakrtyca. OH Ka4yHyn rosioBOM M noxKan naedamu. fl nonoxkuna pyky Mete Ha
cnuHy. OHa gépHyna yxom 1 TUXO CKasana:

— Nuwelika He mornia ownbuTbes.

Apus obepHynach U ynblbHYyNacb MHe.

— Buxky B TBOMX rnasax sonpoc. Cnpawmnsai.

— A MHe MOHO NOMCKaTb CaMoii? B KOHLLE KOHLOB, A MLLY OTLa.
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— He mory nossoauntb Tebe xoanTb 34ecb camoi. (He340 onacHO XoTa 6bl Tem, YTO He Besge
MOXHO HacTynuTb. Ecnm Byaewb caywatb NPOBOAHMKA, OCTaBaMCA CKOIbKO AyLla NOXKenaerT.

— Cornawaics, — npouwenTana Meta. — O 6onbluiem U MeyTaTb Hesb3s.

— bnaropapto Tebs, — A NOKAOHMANACH B NOAC.

Koponesa onyctunacb Ha TPOH M B34,0XHYa.

— Ecnun Tebe BbiMageT cayyal cTaTb NPaBUTE/IbHULIEN, MOTY MOCOBETOBaTb bosee yaoOHbIN
TPOH. ITOT KONET MO 334, He Ba*KHO, KaK A caay.

A paccmennacb, Kaktyc ToxKe.

— byay nmetb B BUAY, HO He AyMalto, YTO NPUAET TaKoe BpeMmA.

OHa B3A1a YTO-TO PAAOM C TPOHOM M CTYKHY1A 3TUM MO BepTALLEMYCA Y e€ Hor 061aky. TpuKabl
pa3zancsa rPOMKUIM U BbICOKUI 3BYK, KaK OO KypaHTOB.

KaKTyc KOCHy/ACA MOeNn PyKM U MaxHyn Kyaa-To Hasag,. [Bepu pacnaxHy/MCb M BHYTPb BOLUAK
Tpu dHAepa. [BOe MYXKUYMH U KeHWMHA. My»KUMHbI OblIM TaKUMUK XKe, KaK 6onbwnHcTBO Cunbdos —
BbICOKME M MOATAHYTble, KaK CTPYHa MO CAOMKEHWUIO U B ABMMKEHUW. OOHAKO KeHLLMHa OKasasacb
HUKe meHsA. CNNoLWHbIe MbiLLbl, HO HE TaKad TOHKasA, Kak ocTasibHble Cuabdbl.

— durypucrtas )eHwmHa-Cunbd? C Kaknx 3To Nop? — No3BosnA cebe BbiCKazaTbcAa KaKTyc, u s
efABa caeprKanacb, YTobbl HE CKPMBUTLCS.

TN KeHLWMHbI gaKe He APOrHya0, HO A 3aMeTWUa, Kak OHa Pe3Ko BTAHY/1a BO3AYX.

Al yctaBmnacb Ha KakTyca.

— A C Kakux Mop HOPMaJbHO ANA eHLWWHbl-TeppaanHra ObiTb MOEro pocrta, Npuaypok?
[ymaellb, 3Haelb BCE O XKeHLMHax B mupe?

navor.

— Wanot, — sbinatoHyAa MeTa.

eHwWwuHa-dHaep NOCMOTpena Ha MeHs, U Hallu B3rnaabl BCTPETUAUCL. Meay HaMn BO3HUKIO
B3aMMOMNOHMMaHMe. Al 3Hana, YTO TaKoe BblAENATbCA U3 TBOEW CEMbM, HE MOAXOAUTb NOA KpUTEPUM
HopManbHOCTU. CKa3aTb, YTO 3TO ObINO UCNbITAHWEM, 3HAYUT NPEeyMeHbLWNTb. MUp dnemeHTanen He
NpoLLaeT Tex, KTO eMy He COOTBETCTBYET.

— Camapa, He morna 6ol Tbl npoBecT Jlakcnep no MHe3ay? Bean eé Besae, rae oHa NoXenaer, U
NMOMOTU eli B NOMCKax OTLLa. 3anpeToB HeT.

Camapa cxkana pyKy B Ky/naK v NpurKana eé K rpyau.

— Kak noxenaet moa Koponesa.

— XM, Tbl TOXKe 3TOro Xoyelb. BMKy, Tbl cama xo4yewb y3HaTb O Hel nobonblwe, — Koponesa
MaxHyna el pykon. E€ cnenble rnasa BuAaenM HamHoro 6onblle NOAOXKeHHOro. — Tenepb CTynai.
3abepwu rocten. MoKaxKM UM KOMHATY M @k YTO-HNOYAb MNOECTb.

Camapa nomaHWANa Hac nanbLem.

— Npém 3a mHoM.

lfonoc Takol e OCHOBaTesNbHbIM, Kak M ¢urypa; B cnoBax HM mManenwero KonebaHua. OHa
BblBE/1A HAC M3 TPOHHOW 3a/bl, MOTOM CBEPHYNA HA/NIEBO B AJIMHHbIN KOPMAOP, ONOACbIBABLUNI ropy,
KaK pemeHb Tanuto.

— Kak roctn Koponesbl, Bbl pacnosoxuTecb B cepaue MNHesaa. Bawm KomHaTbl 6e30nacHbl, OHK
caenaHbl B camoi rope. Ho octasnbHaa 4YacTb He3ga MOXKET YCKO/b3HYTb WM3-Mo4, HOF, Korga Bbl
MeHblle Bcero byaete oxmpaatb. CHapyXu mbl noctaBum Cunbda, TaKk 4To, ecam noHagobutca, oH
BCerga NnomoXKer.

Bonble Npoxoamno Ha KPYrl0CYTOYHO CNEXKKY 3a Hamu. Ho, BO3MOKHO, NPOCTO CKa3blBa/Cs
onbIT NPebbIBaHNS B CEMbAX APYIrMX dNeMeHTaNeN, 3aCTaBAAOWMNIA MEeHA AYMaTb N10XO.

Kopunaopbl Obinv LUMPOKMMM U BbICOKMMKU D6e3 NOTONKOB, KaK M TPOHHasA 3ana. CreHbl 6e3
KpbILWK U spKoe ronyboe HeGO Hag ronoBamu, XonoaHoe U maHauee. MoHATHO, YTo Cuibdbl Morau
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COXPAHATb MOCTOAHHYO TemnepaTypy y ceba B )uauwe. OgHako, Kaktyc, MeTa u A He UMenn Takomn
cnocobHocTw.

Ecnn B THe3ae He 6b110 06/1aKoB 1 BA1yKAatoWero TymaHa, 3HauunT, 3Ta ero YacTb BbINOJHEHA U3
KaMHA, TaK ckasana Camapa. A He caep)kanacb M NPUKOCHYNACb K KamHio, ybexaas ceba, yto, no
KpaliHel mepe, A BCe elé Mory XoTb 34eCb MOYYBCTBOBATb 3eMJIH0.

Camapa ocTaHOBMANaCb y ABepu c/ieBa OT Hac, Beayuwen Braybb ropbl. 1 ¢ obneryeHnem
B34,0XHYyNa.

— BHyTpu ectb ega 1 nuTbe. A BEPHYCb Yepes Yac 1 oTeBeAy BacC, KyAa noxkenaere.

OHa pa3BepHynacb Ha NATKAX M NoOLarasa Npoydb, HU3 eé KOoXKaHbIX 6enbix oaexa CAnMBanca co
CTENOLMMCA HU3KUM TYMaHOM.

Al BOWNA BHYTPb U BblAOXHYNA. HUKAKOro TymaHa BHM3Y — TOJIbKO CMJIOWHOW NMOAMPOBAHHbIN
KameHb. A cena Ha KONEHW M NpuKana pPyku K nony. M3BecTHAK, obblMHas mecTHas nopopga. OH
Harpescs noa NafoHAMM, U NOKA3aN0Cb, YTO Cama ropa NOTAHY/IaCb KO MHe.

— JlapK, nonerye, — KaKTyc NONOXWUA MHe Ha njieyo pyKy. — He aymato, yto Tebe ctout
npoBepATb CBA3b € 3eMNEN 34echk. [la U BCEM HaM TOXKE.

Al HeMOHMMaltoLLLE MOPFHYNA.

— Mouemy?

OH npucen paaoM CO MHOM Ha KOPTOYKM U yOpaa MO PYKU C KaMHA.

— 370 mecTo ans Cnunbdos caenanu TeppananHru.

Al 3Hana, 4To KOraa-To AaBHO Halwa cemba H6blna 6ansKa ¢ cembél Cnnbdos.

— W 410 3TO 3HAUMUT?

— 3amapallKa, NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO MOXOXKEe Ha TO, YTO Tbl MOYyBCTBOBana B Mulenb. B Hel Teyér
[yx, n3-3a paboTbl, KOTOPYIO Npogenan Hag Hei TanaH; ropa nponutaHa pabotoit Teppanunros. Us-
33 3TOr0 KaMeHb *XMBO OTK/IMKAETCA Ha TBOW 308.

A Haxmypwunaco 1 BCTana.

— beccmbicnmua Kakaa-to. Tak MAM MHa4ve, B NPOLUJIOM Mbl MOMOraan B CTPOUTENBCTBE AOMOB
BCEM OCTa/IbHbIM CEMbAM. [To4eMYy NPUKOCHOBEHME K KOHKPETHO 3TOMY KaMHIO — 3TO NA0X0?

MeTa 3acemeHna K OFPOMHOM KPOBaTH, 3aHMMaBLUEN BONbLUYO YaCTb KOMHaTbI, M 3anpbIrHyAa
Ha Heé. OHa Nno LWet yTOHY/1a B POCKOLHOM ogesne.

— O, KaKas npenecTb.

KarkeTca, OHa gake Ha MrHOBEHWE NOTepPANA MbIC/Ib M3-3a MPUATHbLIX OLLYLLEHWN.

— lHe340... OHO OT/IMYAETCA OT OCTa/ibHbIX. LLlaxTa BbipbiTa NoA ropon PAAOM C BHYTPEHHUM
nnameHem 3emnun. MybuHa — B OKeaHe, co3faHa M3 Necka U pakoBuH. Ho M'He340 NOCTpPoeHo Ha rope,
M NOKa OHO MapuT BbICOKO B CTpaTocdhepe, MMEHHO cuia TeppannHroB He AaéT emy pacnactbea. C
TBOEM CBA3bIO C 3eMNéMn, ycuneHHom [lyxom, Tebs TAHET Clofia KaK MarHMTOM. ITO 3HAYMT, YTO 34€ECb
TBOA CUNA BE/IMKA KaK HUTrAe B Mupe. A eLé 3TO 3HaUuUT, YTO ropa CAENAET BCe, YTO NONPOCULLb, AaXKe
€C/I1 Tbl M NPOCUTb He ByaeLlb.

—YepT, A 3TOrO He 3Han.

KaKTyc npuTaHyn MeHs nobaunxKe n Kpenko o6HAA. OH OTNYCTUA MO0 PYKYy M 0BHAN 3a Taauio.

— Hunuero 3aecb He Tporai, JlapK. Tbl CHecelb ropy 40 OCHOBAHMA.

A PbIpKHYNa:

— Hy uT0 33 rnynoctun?

O, ecnun 6bl A 6bl1a Npasa.
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Mepsbit aeHb B He3ae npowen, He NPUHECA HU eANHOM 3auenku, rae MOr HaxOAUTbCA MOM
oTey, B npuHumne. Camapa NpoBena Hac NO BTOPOMY M TPeTbeMy YPOBHIO. YPOBHM Bblan yCcTpOeHbI
BHYTPW ropbl U UMesI MHOXECTBO BeAyLLUNX BBEPX U BHU3 IECTHULL.

— Ye HO4Yb, MHe nopa 3acTynaTb Ha NOCT, — cKa3zana Camapa y ABepen HaWnx KOMHarT.

— Tbl He morna Bbl 33T Ha MUHYTY? Y MeHA eCcTb BOMPOC, KOTOPbI He xoTenock 6bl 3a4aBaTthb B
Kopugope.

Al cToANa BHYTPM KOMHATbl M CMOTPENa Ha Heé, coxpaHaa beccTpacTHoe BblpaxkeHWe nnua. Eé
cBeT/ble BpPoBM cnerka NPMNOLHAANCD, HO OHa 3ala.

B oopore mbl Mano 0 YeM roBOpPUAM, MO KpalHeH mepe, Kpome CTPYKTypbl FHe3za v Toro, 4Yto
Buaenu. Bce sTo nHTEepecHo, HO A xoTena y3HaTb Apyroe.

Al 3acTaBuna cebs 3agatb 3TOT BONpPOC.

— Camapa, B [He3ge ecTb Kakue-HMOyAb pasHoriacua? YTo-To, YTO MOXKET MCNOoNb30BaTb
YeJIOBEK, He NMpUHaANeXallni K Bawen cembe?

Ecnm A o 3TOro MOMeHTa Aymana, YTo OHa nogHANa 6poBu, TO 3TO BbINO HUYTO MO CPABHEHUIO
C UX MNOJIOYKEHMEM Ccelvac.

— KTO KOHTPETHO X04eT MCMo1b30BaTh MOK CEMbBIO?

OHa cKasasla 3TO MArKO, HO B C/I0BAX NOC/AbIWANACh Yrpo3a. A 3ameTusia, Kak eé pykKa
NOTAHYNACb K 3a0CTPEHHOMY OPYKULIO, MPUKPENIEHHOMY C3aM.

A BbICTaBUAA B NPUMUPUTENBHOM }KeCTe IAL0HM.

— B moei cembe ecTb HeKkTO, KaccaBa. OHa... He TOJIbKO nocesAna cTpallHbin pa3gop B Kpae, HO
TAK¥Ke M NbITaNacb 3aXBaTUTb BNACTb B APYrMX CEMbAX Pa3HbIMK cnocobamm.

Camapa ybpana pyKy C opyxus.

— Koponesy 3aecb ouyeHb Nt06AT, AarKe e€ MCnopyYeHHble godepu. JHAEPbl yBaXKatoT eg,
HECMOTPS Ha MNPEK/IOHHbIM Bo3pacT. HeT ocHoBaHMIM AymaTb, YTO B HaAMXKaNLee BpeMs OHa YUOET B
3aKaT. U A yBepeHa, Tbl 3aMeTna, OT HEE C/I0XKHO YTO-IMBO0 CKPbITb, AaxKe C eé CNenoToMn.

E€ cnoBa AOMKHbI 6blAM MeEHA YCNOKOUTb, HO 3TOro He npowusowno. Ecan 3pecb Her
pasHornacuii, Torga nodyemy moero otua cnpatann B FHesge? WMnm Camapa XKeT, nan HAep
ocBegomneHa He 060 Bcem, YTO 34ecb npoucxoamT. A Hageanacb Ha nocnegHee — Camapa mHe
HpaBuaachb.

— 370 BCe, YTO Tbl XOTE/IA CNPOCUTL? — NoAHANa B3rnag Camapa.

A KnsHyna.

— [a. lNoka aa.

OHa BbiWNa M3 KOMHATbl M C LWENYKOM 3aKpblia ABepb. XOTA ewé OoAHOro LWwenyka ot
3aKpblBaeMOro 3amKa He nocsienoBano. Kaktyc nogoweén K KpoBaTu U, PaCKUHYB PYKU U HOTU, PYXHY
Ha Heé, 3a4eB nanbuamu leTy.

— Uau ctoga, Hesesyyan KowwKa. 3Hato, Tbl TOXKeE X04ellb 06HMMALLKM.

OHa 3awmunena v yaapwuna ero nanon. A He noweBennaachb, He CTana NPUHUMATL y4acTue B UX
LUYTOYHOM Nepenanke.

— MNpuaypok, ecnm 6bl He 3HaNa TebA nyywe, nogymana Obl, YTO Tbl ULLELb CBOEN CMEPTU.

— Hy, pa3Be He 3T0 MeHA }KAET, Koraa Tol nob6an3ocTn?

— Tbl! Mep3kas awepuuyal

— CanamaHApa, KOLWKa, nepecraHbTe.

A coenana war, gpyron, nNpownacb NO KOMHate. He caeprKaBLWMKCb, NMPUKacanacb KO BCEM
BbICTYNAKOLWMM U3 CTEH KaMHAM. Al pacliHypOBaia canoru U CKUHya mx.

MeHs OKpyXKunna cuna 3emnmn, CNOBHO KTO-TO B3A1 MeHA B NafoHu. [eTa npasa, B NHe3ae Bce
KaK-To MHaye. CNOBHO CO3HaHMe 3eMn 34eCb NPOABAAETCA CUIbHee Yem rae 6bl To HU Bbino.
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MeTa npoBesna NO MOemMy HOCY XBOCTOM, U A YMXHyANA. A OTKpblAa rnasa, He MOMHSA, Koraa ux
3aKpblBaia, M KOraa OMycKana KONeHM Ha KpoBaTb. Mepeso MHoM ctosna leTa, 4yTb npuwypus
YrONIKW rna3 oT TPEBOrU.

— Napk. Aymato, Tebe 34ecb CTOUT XOA4UTb TOJIbKO B canorax. 3T0 MecTo OTY4asHHO B3blBaeT K
Tebe.

— MNeTa, 370 6bIN KTO-TO BpoAe MeHs. KTo-To, Bnageswnii [lyxom n 3emneit. NMostomy 3aechb A
CNOBHO... JOMa, — BbIAOXHY/IA A.

E€ rybbl pactaHyauch B ynblbKe.

— Torpa, BO3MOKHO, NOCAe 3TOro 3a4aHuA Mbl BepHemcA. MoXKeT 6bITb, 3TO TBOE MecTo.

— A A npuay c To6oM, — ckasan KakTyc.

A nocmoTpena Ha Hero B OXMAAHWM NOATPYHMBAHUA. HO ero B3rnAag, OKasanca CepbEésHbiMm,
abcontoTHO.

— Tbl 6pocnwb pagm meHa Kpait? He cmoxkelwb, Tebe npmuaértca BepHyTbCA, YTOOblI HE COMTU C
yma.

— Pagu Tebs a 6powy 4yto yrogHo, Jlapk. A nwobnato Teba, Tonbko TebA. Tbl ewé B aeTcTee
3abpana moé cepaue. Heyxenn cama 3Toro He BUANLWbL?

Bo3gyx mexay Hamu Hakanuaca oT MOeM TOCKM MO HeMY, OT XKeNaHMA NPUMKATLCA K ero Koxe u
NOYyBCTBOBATb €ro rybbl Ha cBomx. enaHuaA y3HaTb, AEUCTBUTENBHO I OH MOW € AUHCTBEHHbIN. Unun
KNOYM OT cepala A0CTaanch duy.

Kak MHe BbIGUpaTb MeXKAY TaKUMU PaA3HbIMU MYXKUYMHAMMU, KAXKAbIA U3 HUX BAALEET TON MOeW
4acTblo, KOTOpas 6e3pasMyHa K Apyromy.

OH NpOTAHYN KO MHE PYKM B NpuUrialleHmnn, Kotopoe A He xotena otesepraTb. Mbl 34ecCb, OAHMN.
BaoBoém.

Mexay Hamu BcTana lNeta.

— Her, a He no3Boto caenatb e 60/1bHO.

Eé cnosa pa3opsann HanpaXeHne mexay Hamu, CIOBHO OCTpble KOITU LIENK.

— A He TOT, KTO caenaeT et 60nbHO, MeTa. 1 HUKOrpa He caenato el 60NbHO, — OH FTOBOPUA 3TO
e, a rnasa He OTpbIBaa OT MeHsA.

TAa)Keno Abllwa, A BCe e 3acTaBu/ia ceba BCTaTb M HAAETb BbICOKME Canoru.

— Ham Hy»KHO noecTb 1 nocnatb. Mbl AOKHbI HANTK OTUA.

KaKkTyc TaK CXan 4yentoctn, 4to ero 3ybbl BMosHe MOraM noctpagatb. OH NoAowén K
yCTaBeHHOMY efoi cTony M Habpan B Tapenky pary. A nocnegosana ero NpMMepy M CHavana
Habpana Tapenky pnsa [leTbl, noTom ans cebs. Llleapo npunpaBneHHoe Kappw, pary MaHuno
H60NbLIMMKM KYCKaMKM MACa W 0BOLLEeN, BOOpaBLUMX BECb BKYC.  MaKHY/1a B rycTOM BY/IbOH /IeNeLuKy.

— lNeTa KaK gymaellb, MOXellb HEMHOTO MOWNMOHUTL? NMocmoTpeTb, NpaBa M Camapa HacyéT
pa3sHornacuit. He Bepto, 4To 34€eCb BCE YUCTO.

OHa npoBesia 1anom No mopae, o4nLLana eé oT pary.

— Xopowas naea. i mory gep»atbca 6/M3KO K rope, rae He HyxeH Cunbd-rma,.

A KWBHYNA, NbITAACb HE YyBCTBOBATb BMHY 33 TO, YTO Aenato.

— He gymato, 4To y Hac MHOro BpemeHu. XOTA KOpoJieBa M CKas3asa, YTo y Hac KapT-61aHwW, HO
ecnu oTey, 3aecb, a Kaccasa ¢ HUM...

— Toraa oHa morna y»e y3HaTb, YTO Mbl 34eCb, — 3aKOHYMA KaKTyc 3a meHs.

OHa noTAHynack, He 0TBOAA OT MeHA B3rnA4. MHe NpuLWwAocb NOCTapaTbCA HE MOKPACHETb NoA
€é B3rNa40M.

— Torpaa BbINYCTU MeHA, — CKa3ana OHa.

A nogowna K gsepun n NpuUoTKpblaa eé. MNeTa nosepHynacb KO MHe M 3auenuaa KOrtTfaAmm mou
OptoKK.
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— NNapk. OH byaeT Hacepatb. He genaii aToro.

— MHe HyKHO y3HaTb, lNeTa. Korga s 6bina ¢ dwem, co mHol roBopun Ayx. Echv oH npomonuumt
¢ Kaktycom...

OHa B340xHYyNa.

— Tebe s gosepato. Emy — Her.

OHa BbICKOYMNA, MAaXHYB XBOCTOM, M A 3aKpblia ABepb.

— MU3baBunacb oT pamunbapa?

KaKTyc oKasanca nos3agu M NONOXKUA PyKU MHe Ha naedn. OH onycTUN UX A0 MOUX KUCTEMH,
pa3Kuras KOCTEpP B MecTe NPUKOCHOBEHMS.

Al obepHynacb U NnocmoTpena emy B riasa.

— Al no6to Bac oboumx, Kakryc.

— fl He cTaHy Teba genuTb, Jlapk.

—Torpa mMbl He cTaHem 3TOro Aenatb. [oTomy YTO A ero He Npegam.

CobcTtBeHHble cnoBa MeHa owenomunn. Pagn Kakrtyca a dwa He npegam, Ho bonee Toro, paau
Swa A He npegam KakTtyca.

B 3TOT MU A NOHANA, YTO MHE CYKAEHO NHOOUTb MX 060UX, €CIN OHM NO3BONAT.

OH NpUTAHYN MeHA CNWHOW K CBOEW TPyaM W NOLENoBan, 3acTaBuB 06epHyTbcA. Pyku
3abpanuncb Nog KUNeT 1 Nackanum Koxy *Kmneota. OTyero Tam cpasy BCMbIXMBANO NAAMA, U A HEBONbHO
BbIFrHyNacb. Al XOTena ero, XxoTesla OWYLLIEHMA ero KOXKW Ha CBOEN M ero nouesyes, CMexa 1 TENAomn
YNbIOKN.

fl pa3BepHynacb B €ro pyKax 1 3anpbirHyaa ceepxy. OH cnerka noKavyHyaca nog MOMM BECOM, U
Mbl PAaCCMEANNCH.

— MNonerye, TMrpmua, — npobopmoTan oH MHe B rybbi.

— Hukakunx nonerye. J11060Bb — }KeCTOKaA Xo3aMKa.

—Torga mHe NpuaéTtca eé oTwnenathb.

fl OTKMHyNa ronosy M paccmesnacb. OH NoOUENoBaN We U YyTb MPUKYCUA YyBCTBUTENbHYHO
KOXY, U3-3a Yero cMex NpeBpaTU/ICA B CTOH.

HenoBKko nATACb, Mbl BMeCTe PYXHY/IM Ha NOCTeNb, NUWb TONbKO M36aBUAUCL OT OAEXKAbl.
BceBo3MoOXKHble $paHTa3nKM, KOTOpble Korna-nmbo BO3HMKANM, HAX/IbIHY/IM BPa3, U A NPOBENa pyKamm
no ero obHaXEHHOM KoXKe, OLLyLaA yAOBONbCTBME, KOr4a €ro Mbllwubl HanpAaramce B oTeeT. OH
nepeKkaTuaca Ha 6OK M NPUKOCHYCA K MO€el pyKe, r4e BUacb TaTyMPOBKa.

— Al ponKeH 6blN OCTAaHOBUTL €€ paHbLue.

LWpambl ocTanncb OT NaBOBOM NETWU, MOJYYEHHOW MHOK MO MMUAOCTU KoponeBbl LLaxTbl. A
MOrna ymepeTb, HO CHayana MeHA noanatan YepHol [Opo3a, 4em Hemano 3anyTan, a 3aTtem
NONHOCTbO Ucuennna bormHAa-MaTtb. Ho octaBmaa 103kl € WMNaMM BMECTO KaXKAo0ro Wpama oT yaapa
nnetbto. Ceiyac A eaBa MX 3ameyana.

— Yo caenaHo, To caenaHo. Ecam Tbl, KOHEYHO, He Xo4Yellb Ny4ylle UX NouenoBaTb, — A N30rHyNA
6poBb, yameus camy ceba. MrpMBocTb B NOCTENIN — YTO-TO HOBOE ANA MeHA. OgHaKo ¢ Kaktycom 3To
Ka3as0Cb eCTeCTBEHHbIM.

YXMbINAACH OT yXa A0 YXa, OH CKIOHWA FrON10BY.

— Kak nokenaewb, moAa npuHLecca.

Ero rybbl 4epTuamM cBOM NyTb HAa MOEM TeJie, COPBaB HE OAWH CTOH.

KaKTyc oKasanca cBepxy, yAep*Kneasa CBOWM BEC HA IOKTAX.

— Tbl yBepeHa? He xouy, 4Tobbl yTpoM Tbl ¥KanoBanacb, YTo A Teba cobnasHuN, NOKa Tbl HUYETO
He NoHMMana.

Al 3akaTtunna rnasa.

— bonTailt ganblie, u 8 nepegymato.
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OH HeXHOo nouenoBas MeHs, HaKPbIB CBOUM TEIOM...

OT cMAIbHBIX YAAPOB CHAapPYKM 3arpoxoTana Asepb, U 3aopana lera:

— Jlapk, 3aecb YépHbin Opo3a!

Al oTnpsaHyna ot KakTyca v pBaHyna K ABepu, noaobpaB Ha xo4y TONbKO Konbe. A pe3Ko
OEpHyna ABepb, U BHYTPb BBanunacb eta — B obamybe Hapca. LlepcTtb 3abpbi3raHa KpoBsblo,
AblXaHune TAXKEénoe.

— fl B nopAaKe, HO Tbl MOKELLb €ro NnoMmaTb. B KoHue Kopuaopa. Camapa 3arHana ero B yros.

Al He cTana »xaaTb KakTyca, aa n o6 ogexkae He BCnomHuAa. bocble HOrM OT NoJsia NOCbi/lann MHe
TAKOW 3apAs SHEPrun, KaKoro A HY pasy ewé He YyBCTBOBAJIA OT CBA3M C 3eMnél. 1 BOCNONb30Balacb
aHepruen, 4tTobbl pa3se YTO He NIeTeTb B YKazaHHOM eToi HanpaBaeHUu.

B KOHUE Kopmnaopa A 3aTopmo3un/ia, NOTOMY YTO NPAMO Ha MeHA neTena Camapa. B Kopugope
CBUPENCTBOBAN OVKWUIA BETep, yaepxuBawowmn eé B Bo3ayxe. OHa B3rnsAHyna Ha MeHA, a MNOTOM
YKa3ana 3a0CTPEHHbIM OpYKUEM.

A BblwAa M3-3a yrna. YépHoln [Apo3g AeNcTBUTENbHO Obln B NOBYLIKE — CNUHOM K CTeHe 6e3
BO3MOXHOCTU BblbpaTbCcA.

— [lan, yragato, 370 Tbl AEPXMLIb 34ECb MOEr0 OTUA?

OH paccmennca, HO BNepBblie A yCAblwaaa B CMexe HepPBHble HOTKM.

— On, na nagHo, 3a4em MHe TBOM oTeL,?

—Toraa noyemy Tbl 34eCb? — A NOAOLWIA K HEMY, AEprKa KOMbe NONepék Tena.

— 3paecb Tbl, JTapk. Pa3Be 3T0ro HegoctatouHO? Mbl ¢ To60 cBA3aHbI, XOTA Tebe 3TOro Noka He
NOHATD.

— [a yX, MHe He NOHATb.

Al 6blna goctaTouyHO 621M3KO, YTOOBI NPbLIFHYTb Ha HEro M o4ep»KaTb nobeay.

Papom sctana Camapa.

— Tbl ero 3Haewsb?

— OpHa 13 npobnem B NpoLaoMm.

OHa uTo-TO NposBopyana.

— Nlapk, Tbl BbIrA4MWb YyaecHo. MoKeT, 06CcyaAnM BO3MOKHble A5 Hac 0b6oux nepcnekTnebl?
Mbl Moran 6bl 3a4aTb CaMbIX MOTYLLLECTBEHHbIX AETEN.

— [1nA 3TOro MeHA HaZo CBA3aTb M BbIpybUTb.

OH 4YyTb MaxHyn NNALLOM, U A 3aMeTUNa KOXKaHble KOpUYHEeBble BPIOKK. Becbma noxoxue Ha
6ptokn dHAepoB TeppannHros.

— MOXHO yCcTpOUTb.

BHyTpuM BCce NnepeBepHYA0Cb OT OTBPALLLEHMUS.

Camo ero npucyTcTBME 346eCb MEHSA HE YAUBUAO, HO A HE MOT/1a MOHATb, YTO €MY HYXHO OT OTLa.
A noTom A CNOBHO Npo3pena.

— ToA ntoboBHMLA 34ecCb, TaK? KaccaBa cnpaTanach, a Tbl € NoMoraelub.

OH paccmesnncs.

— YMHuua. KoHeyHo, A et nomorato. U Bceraa nomoran. A ¢ Toboin Tak nerko. Teba Tak nerko
3aCTaBUTb AeNaTb, YTO HY}KHO MHe.

Al BbICTaBWAA KOMbe, MU OH OTNPbITHY/, Bpe3aBLKUCh B cTeHY. Ho noyemy OH He aTaKkyeT?

— Camapa, — NPOM3HEC OH, 1 PO30BbIE IMHUWN CUNbI NEPETEKAN OT HETO K Hell, — yben eé.

YepsunBoe AepbMoO U 3e/1EHbIE MaI0YKH

Camapa caenana Bbinag, v A ysuaena 6enkun eé rnas, oTTeHeHHble ero cunoit. OHa ygapuna no
HOram, NoYBa yLWna M3-nog, HOr, N A XECTKO NpU3emMaunaacb Ha Nnon roaoi cnuHom. A nepekaTunacs,
YBOPa4MBaACb OT HAMNpaB/IEHHOro B cepaue opyaua. Ero KOHYMK 3agen CnnHy M Bblgpana KIOYOK
KOXM.
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— Camapa, conpoTtusaanca emy! — npokpuyana A, NOHMMAA, YTO 3TO He NMOMOXKeT. [oKa A He
KOCHYCb €& KOXM, ero cuna byaet Bnagetsb eto.

OHa Hanagana cHoBa M CHOBa, a A OTKNOHANA yAap 3a yaapom. Ho noHMmana, 4To 310 Anllb
BOMPOC BPEMEHMU, KOrga oHa BO3bMET Bepx. EE ckopocTb Bblna paBHOM Moel. Y MeHA OCTanca Nnb
OAMH LWAHC. fl PaCKMHYa PYKKN B CTOPOHDI.

—Torpa y6en meHs.

3aMaxHyBLUNCb, OHa HamnpaBu/ia CBOe OPyAME MHE B KMBOT. M B camblil MOCNEAHUIA MUT, KOTAa
OHO KOCHYNOCb KOXMU, A AepHYNacb B CTOPOHY U NpuXKana pyku K eé auuy. Mo nHepuum ot eé 3amaxa,
Hac MPOHEeC/I0 el HEMHOTO nepeg, TeM, Kak Mbl OCTaHOBU/IUCD.

— Y10 npomsowno? MHe MPUCHWUIOCL, YTO Mbl Cpa)Kaemca, — €€ €10Ba OblIM HEBHATHLIMM,
CNOBHO OHa nepebpana.

Al otnyctuna eé, ybeamswmcb, 4TOo npukas YepHoro [lpo3ga 6o/blue He BNACTEH Hag HeMN.
Motom obepHynacb, NPOBEPUTL, OCTANCA U 34eCb YEpHbIM [lpo3a, XOTA NOHMMANA, YTO €ro Y¥Ke U
cnep npoctbia. He cumTas Hac, B Kopugope bbia1o nycro.

— YBbl, 370 6bl/1 HE COH, NoApYra.

CyLOpOXKHO BAbIXaA BO34YX, A MPUKOCHYNAACb K HEOONbLWOWN paHKe Ha XMBOTe, FPO3ALLEN CTATb
eweé oaAHUM LWpamoM. M3 Heé cTeKana TOHKaA CTPyMKa KPOBW, HO HacToAwen 60eBOM paHOW CTaHeT
paHa Ha CnuHe.

Mocnblwanucb warK, a 3atem nossuaca Kaktyc B ogHUX Anwwb 6ptokax. OH MOCMOTpen Ha MeHA
M NPOM3HEC TO, YTO 3aCTaBM/I0O MO KPOBb MOXON0A4ETh:

— YépHbi [po3a 3abpan MeTy.
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I'maBa 17

— Al nongy c Toboi, — ckazana Camapa, NoKa Mbl 6exxann B MO0 KOMHATY. fl CXBaTUNa o4exay U
HbICTPO HaTAHYNA €€, He 06paL,aa BHUMaHUA HA C0BA CNYTHULbI.

— Al rosopto...

— 970 He TBOA 6UTBA, Camapa, — A NOAHANA CanorvM u Hagena ux. Pagom 6e3monBHO ozeBanca
Kakryc.

YépHbit po3a v MeTa... OH 3HaN, YTO A NpUAY 33 HEM, @ 3TO O3HAYaEeT NOBYLLKY, KOTOPaA NoYTH
3ax/10MHyNacb. A HMKAK He MOrna 3aTawuTb HENOBUHHbLIX NOAEN B NIOBYLLKY, NpeAHa3HaYeHHyo Ana
MeHs. CBA3b Mexay MHOM u damunbApom 6blna Kpenka. A coOKycupoBanacb Ha Hen w
NOYyBCTBOBAs/1Ia HaNpaB/aeHWe, Kyaa eé HecyT. MpAamo Ha 3anag, B Kpan.

HeyausutensHo.

— fl He npocuna TBoero paspeweHus, J1lapk, — xonoaHo npomsHecna Camapa. —  umetlo nosHoe
npaBo nNpecsef0BaTbh 3aXBaTYMKa CBOEro A0MaA.

YepT 6b1 €€ Nnobpas, oHa npasa.

— OT/INYHO, yAaun B MOUCKaAX.

— OH 3abpan TBOEro pammabapa, U Tbl MOXKELLb €ro HalTU. TaK yYTo A noiay c Toboii.

KaKTyC B3A1 MeHA 3a pyKY.

— Jlapk, nogoxan. TBoW oTel, rae-To 34ecb. Tbl cCama 3TO 3Haelb. Tbl Ke MOHMMaellb, YTO
YépHbiin [Jpo3a nbiTaeTcsa yBecTn TebA, 4Tobbl Tbl HE HawNa oTuUa.

A KUBHYNa.

— [a. MNeTa ans meHs 3Ha4yuT bonblle, yem oTel,.

Camapa WymHO BTAHY/1a BO34YX.

— Koponb TeppanuHros — Teok otey? M Tbl NnpegnoyTewb emy damunbsapa’?

— He cmelt meHa cyautb, Camapa, — pABKHyNa A. — [eTa mHe o4eHb 6/113Ka 1 No 6onbLuel Yactu
MMEHHO el A 06MA3aHa 3a UcueneHne Aywn B TO KOPOTKOE BPeMSA, YTO OHA MPOBENA CO MHOM, a He
KoMy-TO ewé. A oTe, He bonee, Yem AOHOP CNepMbl, HACKONBKO A MOTY CYyANTb.

E€ nnuo cmAarymnocs.

— Moelb BepUTb, MOXeLlb HeT, HO A MOHUMALO.

OHa nogHANa pyKy, U BbICOKO HaA ronosBamMu m3-3a 06/1aKOB AOHECCA FPOMKWUIA KPUK OpAa,
OTPa3MBLUMNCA OT CTEH KOMHaTbl. OrpoMHan NTMLUA CNAAHUMPOBANA BHU3 U CNOXKMAQ KPblibA, YTOObI
npusemnuTbca Ha naedyo Camapbl. Opén pacnpaBua nepba, HO HUYEro He CKasas.

A npoTaHyna pyky Camape, n oHa NpuHANa eé.

— Torpa Bpema naTn BMecTe, Kak O6b110 OA4HaXKAbl Y HAWKWX CEMEN.

Y Heé 3acBepKanu rnasa.

— Bcerga nobuna oxoty.

KakTyc 3acmesnnca, a A HeT. [1oKa Ha KOHY *KM3Hb [1eTbl, MHe He A0 cmexa.

Camapa B3s/1a MeHsA 3a PyKy.

— Y 1e64 ecTb NnoBA3Ka gna MNepemeleHnin?

A KuBHyNa.

— [a, oHa nepeHecéT Hac B Kpali.

KakTyc npounctun ropno.

— Tbl 4ONXKHA NONPOLLATLCA B KOPOIeBON, JTapK. Tbl HE MOXKeLlUb YUTU, HE OCTaBUB...

— Coenait 370 3a MeHA, — A obxBaTUAa ero MLO NaJ0HAMM M nouenosana. — Bozbmu Lerizepa un
NeTn AOMOW, KaK TONIbKO CMOeLlb.

Y Hero pacwupununcb rnasa, Korga A caenana war Hasag. Camapa KMBHy/Na U B3Ala MeHA 33
PYKy. HakoHeu, KaKTyc TOXe KMBHY.

— A mobnio Tebs, JlapK. He 3abbiBait 06 sTOM.
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He cBogs c Hero B3rnaga, A NOBEPHY/a MNOBA3KY NMPOTUB YaCOBOWM CTpesikn. Mup BOKpPYr Hac
CX/IOMHYACA, U A OKa3afnacb BO B/IACTU YyXKXUX BOCMOMUHAHUIA, NO BCEN BUAMMOCTU, BOCMOMUHAHWUMN
Camapel.

N306parkeHns OKa3a/inCb Pa3MbITbIMM M NEepecKakmBaanm C OAHOTO Ha Apyroe, COBCEM He
NOXOXe Ha NpeablayLuine pasbl BO Bpemsa MepemelyeHuni

Camapa ewé maneHbkan, wu3bMTas W noaaBneHHasa. EE KenaHue 3awmwaTb APYrux.
TpeHnpoBKM IHAEpPOB. HacmelKn, KoTopble NPUXoAMI0Ch NepexunTb. OrpomHan 1t0b0oBb K KOpoiese
M }KeJlaHMe 3alULLLATb €€ CEMbIO.

TaK noxoxe Ha MeHs. TaK C/IOKHO BMAETb MPOLLIoe Aa)ke TaKMMKM obpbiBKamu. Mbl pesKo
OCTQHOBWAUCb, M OHa OTNYCTUNA MOK PYKYy. Ha 3TOT pa3 oxpaHa XAana Hac BHYTPU KOMHaTbI
MNepemeLlleHNA.

— Tbl apecToBaHa..

Al Bpocmnack K rosopusiemy IHgepy. He 3Hana, KTo 310, NoA WAEMOM He BUAHO, HO MHe 6bl10
He BakHO. fl yaapuna pebpom Konba emy no ronose, BbIpybuB A0 OKOHYaHUA NpeanoxkeHuns. Camapa
B3A/1a Ha cebA ewWwé o4HOro CTparka, a ABOe OCTABLUMXCA OKPYKUAM HaC.

— Jlapk, He 3acTaBnAl Hac NpUUYNHKUTL Tebe 6onb, — cKasana bnoccom yBepeHHbIM FOJ0COM
Aaxe u3-nog wnema.

— Bam He 13-3a MeHA HyXXHO neperkneaTtb, — Pa303nmaach .

— KaccaBa BepHynacb, — CKa3ana OHa.

OXpaHHUK PALOM C HEN yaapun eé Kyaakom B ronoBsy.

— 3aTKHUCD, *KEHLMHA.

OH OTBNEKCA, @ MHe TO/IbKO 3TO M BbiNo Hago. A caenana noAceyky, NoAnNpPbIrHyia U co BCEN
CUAbl Yyaapuna ero B rpyab Kynakom. OT yaapa XpycTHyau pebpa, Kak MUHUMYM, TPW, eCAnN CyaAnTb No
COCTOAHULO ero Tena.

C6oky oT meHAa Camapa ToxKe Bpesasia ABYMSA Ky/lakaMu B }KMBOT CBOEMY COMEPHUKY, OTYEFO TOT
OT/IeTen K CTeHe. Y Hero 3akaTuancb rnasa, M OH OTKAKOUUAICA.

Al BcTana n nocmotpena Ha broccom.

— KaccaBa? Tbl yBepeHa?

OHa cHANa Wwnem u WBbIPHYA ero Ha noa.

— [a. Ctouno tebe yiiTK, KaK OHA TyT KaK TyT, B3Ana BeTya noz cBOE KPbIO M 3aXBaTUAA TPOH.
OHa ckasana... YTo cobupaeTtcs BepHyTb AOMOM benny n pasobpatbca ¢ e€ NONOXKEeHNEM, — Y Heé
COpPBANCA ronoc, 1 A NONOXKMAA PYKY el Ha naevo. — OHa cobupaeTcs youTtb pebéHka bennbl, aa?

Kak n bpaman.

— OHa yxe cgenana 3710? lNocnana Koro-1o?

Bnaoccom nokavana ronosoi.

— HeT, HacKoNbKO A 3Halo.

Al cTAaHyna noBA3Ky ana MNepemelleHnin N Hagena eé Ha pyky bnoccom.

— Tbl gonKHa 3awmTnTL Benny. Tbl cama 3HaéLWb, YTO MMEHHO OHa A,0/1KHa YNpPaBAATb 34eck. ER
He A0/IKHbl HaBpeauTb. CKaXKKU el, YTO OHA A0JIPKHA CParkaTbCA M30 BCEX CUJ, U HAMOMHM NPO KY/IOH.
OHa NOMMET, 0 Yem 1.

bnoccom megneHHO KMBHyNA.

— A yTo 6yaeT c Tobon, Slapk?

A B3rnaHyna Ha Camapy.

— Al cobupatocb youTb KaccaBy. Kak To/1bKO 3aech cTaHeT 6e30mnacHo, A NPULLK0 BECTb.

Bnoccom npokpyTtuaa rnobyc n Hawna Fnybuny. NMpoBepHyYB NOBSA3KY, OHA UcYe3na.

— Tebe ToXKe nopa.

A HaKNOHMAACb U CTana CBA3bIBaTb CTParkel, B3rnsHyB8 Ha Camapy.
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— HeTt. Hac 3710 TOXKe KacaeTtca. Mbl 3Haem, 4To Kaccasa Heynpasaaema. OHa 3amaHuna Bukepa,
— cKasana Camapa, nomoraa MHe BA3aTb cTpaxei. — Kak Tbl cobupaellbca 3To caenatb?

fl noxnonana nNo cymke, rae nexkan ApimyaTbii 6punnmanT. OTKpbIsa €€ 1 BblHy/1a KAMEHb.

— Bo3sbmu. OHO yBenuumsaeT Bawy cuny. Koraa BepHéwbcAa B He3po, otgait Apuun. OHO
NPUHAONENKUT EN.

OHa axHyna, Korna A BNOXW/a ero B eé pyKu.

— bornHa-MaTb, Aa B HEM e NpocTo bywyeT cuna... 3To To, YTO A Aymato?

— [1a. icnonb3yi ero ocTOpoXKHO. Man B Hallem ciyvyae, BO3SMOMKHO, He O4€Hb OCTOPOXKHO.

— fl BCTana u WarHyna K Asepwu, BbIrNAHYB HapyKy. CHapy*KKN HaCc HUKTO He Kapayaua. Ho aT1o He
3HauMNo, 4YTO 3aecb b6e3onacHo. MeHsa TAHyno K lNeTe no Hawer cBA3n. OHa 6blna HanyraHa wm
HepBHWYANA, KaK MOXET HePBHNYATb TOJIbKO KOLLIKA.

A BbICKOMb3HYNa B Kopuaop, Camapa mos4a nocnegoBana 3a MHOW. A ocTaHoBMAACb Y
NOAHOXMA NECTHUUDbl U CTAHYAA BbICOKME canorn. MHe HyXHO Obl10 MOAYYMTb CTO/IbKO CBSI3U C
3emMnéNn, CKOIbKO BO3MOMKHO. [oweBennB NafbLLaMm Ha HOrax, s MOTAHY/1aCb K CU/IE M NO3BOIUAMA e
Hano/IHUTb cebs.

—Yero Ham X aaTb? — TUX0 cnpocmna Camapa.

— YépHbin [po3a MOXKeT ynpaBnATb BCEMM MATbIO 3nemeHTamu. KaccaBa moryuw,ectBeHHa B
obpalteHnn ¢ 3eMnén, Ho Ha 3TOM BCe.

OHa B3A/1a MEHA 3a PYKY.

— A Tbl CMOKeLWb yoUTb e€? Y TebAa XBaTUT CUAbI?

— Al >KAana aToro BClO CBOO XM3Hb. A MM6O ybbto €€, NM60 NorMbHy B 3TOM NonbiTKe. Toraa Tebe
NPUAETCA 3aKOHYMTb 3TO 33 MeHs. Bce Halm cembM B ONACHOCTK, NMOKa OHa Ha cBoboge.

OHa Haxmypumaacb, HO KMBHYANA. C HATAHYTbIMM KaK CTpesia HepBamMu A Kpagy4mcb NO4HANACL NO
nectHuue. Ho BOKpyr BCe MOYANO, HUYErO He YKA3blBaJI0 Ha HanuMyme 34ecb TeppanuHros.
'KyTKoBaTaa TMLWMHA 3aCTblfa B BO34YXE, MOKa Mbl MOAHUMANNCL HA BEPXHUI 3TaxK. A 3alwna B CBOKO
KOMHATy, NOTOM B KOMHaTy Jwa. O6e 0Ka3anmcb NyCTbIMK, XOTA i U He XAana, Yto oH byaeT 3aech.

MomaHmne Camapy pPyKOM, s NMPOCKO/NIb3HY/Na MO Kpak TPEHMPOBOYHOWM KOMHaTbl 06paTHO K
rnaBHOMy Bbixogy. fl npoBena pykoih No AepeBAHHON ABepW, a 3aTeM MNpuKanacb K HeM yXOM.
Huuero. Jaxe 3ByKa OTAa/IeHHOro pasrosopa. A B3rnaHyna Ha Camapy, 1 OHa NoXana naevyamm.

Boibopa HeT... XoTA... A passepHynacb M nobexkana obpaTHO, CnycTMAacb MO NECTHULE U
OCTAaHOBWNACb TO/IbKO Y KOMHaATbI MNepemelleHnit. 3aecb oCcTanacb ANWb OA4Ha NOBsA3Ka. fl B3Ana eé n
HaZena Ha pPyKy.

— [lepunco.

—YT0 TbI AENAEWSD...

Mwup pactBopuca, Ho MNepemeleHne oKaszanocb bbICTPbIM. Al 04yTUNACL HA CEBEPHOM FpaHuLLe
Kpasa. Bo Bpema nepemelyeHna BocnommHaHma Camapbl JaxKe He yCren KOCHYTbCA MOero CoO3HaHuA.

A cpasy xe npucena, n Camapa nocnefoBana moemy npumepy.

—lne mbl?

— Ha BHewHen rpaHuue Kpas.

— A 3auyem?

HemHOro 3agep»aBLWNCb, A OrNIAHYNACD.

— MoxelWb HasbiBaTb 3TO UHTYMUMEN, HO M3 Ka3apM eCcTb TOJIbKO OAMH Bbixod, U KaccaBsa
npekpacHo o6 aTom 3HaeT. OHa He Aypa, XOTb U YOKHyTaA. OHa byaeT Hac *KAaTb UMEHHO TaMm.

— MoryuiecTBeHHasn, YyMHaa M YOKHYTaA.

Camapa OToABMHY/la C AOPOrN BETKM NAnopoOTHMKA M MopaBHANAcb cO MHOW. BOK 0 B6OK Mbl
6exann oo nepBon NocTpoiiku Kpaa. A cnpAaTanacb 3a AepeBAHHOM cTeHol. Mepeberana oT goma K
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AOMY, Mbl He3ameTHO gobpanucb A0 ueHTpa Kpaa, n cTano o4yeBMAHO, YTO gena y Hac MpocTo
napLmsble.

Cyas no KONMYECTBY MPUCYTCTBYIOWMX, MOXKHO Obl10 caenaTb BbiBOA, YTO abCONOTHO Bce
Y/ieHbl Hawen cembu cobpanunce BoKpyr Cnupanm n Kasapm SHAepos. B ueHTpe ctoana Kaccasa, a
PALOM C Hel — YépHbiii [lpo3a. A obBena B3r1ag40M TOAMY B NOMCKax Jwa, HO He yBUAENA HU O4HOrO
6noHguHa ero pocrta. Cepaue 6onesHeHHO cxKanocb. HeT, oHa He ybuna ero. Hawa c lMeTo cBA3b
3anynbCMpoBana, U A NOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO OHA BbICMaTpMBaeT MeHA. A nonATMAacb M MOTAHY/A 33
coboi Camapy. CKNOHMBLUKCD K €€ yXy, A NpOoLUenTana:

— Tbl MOXKeLWb BCEX YHECTM Nnoganblie oT Kaccasbl?

OHa yxmenbHynacb 1 NpoLllenTana B OTBET:

— OHa TB0A. A YTO HacueT YepHoro [lpo3aa? OH MOXKeT 3acTaBUTb MEHS CHOBA HanacTb Ha TebA.

f B3ana eé 3a pyKy.

— He oTnycKkalt meHs.

— 3710 ByAeT KaK-To CTpaHHO.

— Hawa 6uTtBa 6yaeT He C NOMOLLbIO OPYHKUS.

Y Heé paclWwMnpUAnCb rnasa, a NOTOM OHa KMBHYA. A BCTana, n Mol Bbiwnm smecte. OHa nogHANna
BBEPX CBOOOAHYIO PYKY, U AepeBbs HaZ Hamu 3acToHanu. Bce, Bkntoyaa KaccaBy u YepHoro Aposaa,
NnoAaHANM FONOBbLI.

MopgHaswwuiica B Kpae BeTep CTan negaHbIM, CIOBHO NpuaeTen cioaa ¢ camux [poknatbix
BepwwuH. OH o0bpywmnnca Ha okpyKaswux KaccaBy TeppanmHros, 1 pasameTan Ux B O4HO MFHOBEHMUE,
3aCTaBMB NIETETb, KaK TPAMUYHbIX KYKOA.

TuwKnHa B30pBanacb KpMKamMu, U A, HaKoHel, yBuaena dwa. OH nexan Ha XMBOTe nepes
KaccaBol, a B 30/10TUCTbIX BONOCAaX BUAHENUCh KpoBaBble NATHA. A noTtaHyna Camapy 3a coboMn.

A BbITAHY/NA PYKY BNepén, W 3emna Noh Hamu 3arpoxoTtana, 3axo4una nog Horamum, Korga
3/10CTb 4OCTUI/IA TOYKM KUMEHUA.

— O, Nakcnep. Paga Buaetb Teba cHoBa, — NpomMyp/ibikana KaccaBa. OHa WenKkHyna nanbLamu, 1
YépHbint Opo3a nogHan dwa. Ero teno 6e3s8onbHO 6onTanock. — He BOMHYCA, OH He ymep, eweé. Ho
€C/IN He caenaellb TO, YTO MHe HY}KHO, TO YMpeT.

MHe ceiiyac He NomoKeT BcA cuna 3emnun. Ho, BO3mMoXHO, nomoxkeT [lyx. Camapa noTAHyAa
MEHSA 33 PYKY.

— fl Mory 3aCTaBuTb UX B3/1eTETb.

— Tonbko nonpobyn, u YépHbii Opo3a noaxKapuT [0 30/10TUCTOM KOPOYKU U TBOErO
dbamunbapa, u TBoero nNtob0BHMKaA, — npomnsHecna Kaccasa.

YépHbiii [lpo3a B3sn lNeTy 3a WKUPKY U C CUNON TPAXHYA.

— apeHasa KowaTtmHa. Hukoraa He npobosan.

OHa 3awmnena v uanHyna ero fanoi, Ho B 06/MYbe KOWKM OHa Mano 4To morna. A He
COMHEBaNacb, YTO OH NoAaBNsAET eé cnocobHOCTb 0b6paLLaThCs.

—Yero Tbl Xo4ewob? — cnpocmna A.

Camapa Hanparancb U CUNbHEE CXKala MO0 PYKY.

— J1apk, He Hago. OHM ybbIOT Bac BCEX.

— HeT, ecan Tbl cmoxelwb 3abpatb dwa u lMNety, — A cmoTpena Ha Heé M BUAeNa POACTBEHHYIO
ayuly, CIOMIeHHOe AMTSA, Hallelee CBOM NyTb U CyMeBLUee UCLennTbea. — A goBepsto Tebe yBecTn
ux otctoga, Camapa.

OHa cXKana rybbl, HO KMBHYNA.

—ATbI?

Mo Horamm B3opBanacb 3emnd. Bety no3aam Hac 3acmeAnca CBOMM MLWAYbUM CMexXom. A Mbl C
Camapoli npnsemMananucb NnoposHeb.
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— 3abepu ux! — KpMKHyNa A en.

OHa BCTana, n BeTep noaxsatna eé n Jwa. A lMNeta 6bina B pykax YépHoro [po3aa. Moa Kowka
N3BEPHY/IACb M YKYCWJIa €ro B 1a0Hb, U OH C NPOKNATUAMM BbiNyCcTUA eé. MeTa noberkana Ko MHe, a
He K Camape. A obHANa eé n npowenTana:

— Tebe Hy)KHO yUTH.

— Her. A Te6a He HGpowy.

Al B3rnaHyna Ha Camapy u KMBHyna. Mo KpaHeh mepe, cnacétca dw. 3a bennon npucmoTtput
bnoccom. bonbLue A HUYero He mory caenatb.

3BYK LIAroB U CBUCT MeYa Ha BeTpy Oblnn eANHCTBEHHBbIM NpeaynpexaeHuem. B moto cnuHy
YyTb HMXKE cepaLua BOLWEN mey.

Al BbIrHynacb Hasag, a B ropsie 3abynbkana KpoBb M NoanAack 130 pra. lMeTa B3BM3rHyna, U 3T0T
3BYK NepeLwén B pblK, Korga oHa obpaTtuaack B 6apca. YuenmBLIKCh 3a €BA3b C 3eMEN, A 3acTaBUAa
nonsyyme n03bl 06BUTLCA BOKPYr €€ 3a4HUX Nan, yAepKMBAA OT CY)KaloLWEeroca Bo3ne meHa Kpyra. A
novimana B3rnag Camapbl, KOTOpas KMBHY/IAa MHE U NPUTAHYAA K cebe MeTy.

— HET, HET! — kpnyana MNeTa, cpbIBatOWMMCA FONOCOM.

N3 cnuHbl BbICYHYANM Me4y, M A LWAenHynacb Bnepéa Ha KoneHwu. Bce mom 6amskue
POACTBEHHUKN, KpoMe bennbl 1 PeBaHa — eAUHCTBEHHbIX MOMX COO3HUKOB — CTOANN CeYac Kpyrom.

MoxorKe, Ha 3TOT pa3 BbIXoAa HeT. BC&, KTo Mor Bbl cNacTM MeHA, JANEKO, U A HE XOTeNa, YTobbI
OHM NOXKePTBOBANIM CBOMMM KMU3HAMKU paan moel. [axe MeTa. Ckopee, umeHHo lMeTa.

— Kpowka Jlakcnep. HakoHel, TBOE Bpemsa npuwno, — KaccaBa onyctnaacb HanpoTuUB MeHA Ha
KoneHn n obxsatuaa NafoHAMM MOE NnLO. — XoYelb 3HaTb, NoYeMy A N03BOAUAA Tebe NPOXUTL TaK
aonro?

A moprHyna.

- [a.
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I'1aBa 18

— Tbl Ao/KHa bblna cTaTb YacTblo HOBOrO nopAgkKa, Jlapk, — KaccaBa nornaguna moé nvuo. —
[yx — CAMWKOM peakuit 3nemMeHT, a NoayuuTb pebéHKa co BCeMWU MNATbIO CTUXMAMM... TPygHO. f
HaZenanacb, 4to Tbl byaewb nocnywHee. Ho Tak Tomy u 6bITb.

— Tbl xoTena, 4tobbl A poauna pebEHKa? — A NPOCTO HE MOr1a NOBEPUTb B YCblwaHHoe. — Toraa
noyemy He OCTaBUANA B XKMBbIX Bpaman?

— OH 6bln Ha3BaH HacneAHWKOM. ITo HegonycTumo. Emy cykaeHo 6bl10 ymepeTb, — OHa
MPWKOCHY/acb MasbLemM K MOEMy HOCY, U A yBUAENa B ee rNasax cymaclectsme. — [laxke torga ana
CBOEro oTua Tbl H6bl1a NycTbiM mecTom. A nocymTana, 4to cmory Teba KoHTpoauposaTb. A obewana
Tebsa PekBnemy.

Peksuemy...

— Jlyywe cmepTb, Yem HbITb 41A TebA ANLb }KUBOWM MATKOW.

— [a, ceinyac s 370 BMKY. [oaTomy 6onblie He cTaHy TpaTUTb Ha Teba Bpems. BeTd, oTHecu eé B
TalHoe nogzemenbe. He xouy, yTobbl KTO-HUOYAb Halwén eé Teno. Hukoraa.

MNoka BeTy B3BanMBan MeHA cebe Ha naevyo, A nonmmasna B3riag bpanu.

— bpaita, 6ern, — npowenTana .

OHa cMOprHyna cnesbl U NOBEPHY/ACb KO MHe cnMHoM. OHA NocnylwHa n3-3a cTpaxa. PeiBaH...
XoTenocb BepuTb, YTO XOTA Obl OH cmor ybexkaTb. Y€pHbid [Apo3g oTctan oT Betya no gopore K
Kazapmam M K KoMHaTe [lepemelyeHunid. Bety Hactpoun rnobyc. A He 3Hana, Kyaa oH cobupaetcs
MEHS OTHECTM, MOKa A BUCE/Ia BBEPX HOrAaMMU M ymupana. Ymupana. [ja, MMeHHO 3TO U NPOMUCX0AUNNO.
HaBepHoe, MHe Hy»XHO 6bl10 60ATbCA, HO CMA1 HE OCTA/I0Ch AarKe Ha 3TO.

A oTCTpaHEHHO MOHMMana, 4To YépHbin [po3a, HaBepHoe, NOAaABAA/ MOE }KENAaHUE XKUTb C
nomoluybto [yxa.

OH NOCMOTPEN Ha MEHA B YNOP, HO A MOHATUA HE MMENa, YTO Y HEro Ha yme.

— 3auyem Tebe 6blna Hy*KHa Museno?

— [Jake ceityac, Ha nopore cmepTu, Tebe HyXKHbl OTBETbI? — UCKPEHHE M3YMMU/ICA OH.

- [a.

A necTBUTENbHO He 3Hajla, Ha KOM 4YepT MHe 3Ta MHbopmauma. Ho Tak a xoTa 6bl cTapanach
OCTaTbCA B ACHOM CO3HAHUW.

— Xusenb morna 6bl NOMOYb HaM YAOCTOBEPUTbCA, YTO Mbl HA MNPABUIbHOM MyTHW.
YpoctoBepuTbCA, YTO Mbl BbiOpaiv NpaBuIbHbIA MOMEHT Aas youincrtea Teba u Koponsa. MNMpocto mepa
NPeAoCTOPOXKHOCTU. HO, KaK BUAMLIb, OHA HaM TaK U He NMPUroAUNach.

Mup 3aKpyKWACA, U A NpOBasnaAacb B BOCNOMUHaHUA BeTua.

MHe npuwaoCb NOAHANPAYLCA, YTOObI NOHATL, YTO A BUXKY.

HanpoTtus BeTua cberkmnacb bpaia B pasopBaHpoOM o4exae, OHa BbiCTaBMAa BNepEn NagoHu

— MaTb cKa3ana, Tak Hafo, TaK YTO NPEKPATU PEBETD.

— fl He xouy, — NN1aKaa OHa, CNPATAB PyKamMM OOHAXKEHHYIO rpyab.

— 370 He Tebe pewaTb, bpana. U He mHe, — BeTu cHAN oAaeay M NOAOLWEN K MAaaLle cecTpe.

MeHA MONHMEeN NPOCTPEeNnIo OT APOCTU, KOrAa 3aKOHUYMAOCH [epemeleHne, U Mbl OKa3aauchb
B XKYTKOM AyxoTe U Kape. Kpy»Kalume BOKPYr HaC NOTOKWU ropAYero BeTpa HUKAK He MOMInN OXN1afauTb
noT Ha moem /by.

CnycTA HECKOJIbKO CEeKyHA pAAom ¢ Betuem okasanca YépHbin [lpo3a, a moi H6paT nepenoxun
MeHA eMy Ha naeyvo ¢ 6e3pasnmumem 6€3Mo3rnoro cyLLecTsa.

— Tbl cTép pasym Betua?

— becnokouwbcA 3a 6paTa?

— MNpocto otBeTb. OH 3acnyXun 3To, — BbIAOXHY/NA A, 3aKaWAANacb U C TPYAOM OTOrHana
HaBa/IMBLUYIOCS BOJIHY TbMbl.
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BeTu ckuHyn meHAa ¢ nneda. A 60nbHO yaapuaacb CnuMHOM O TBEpAy 3emato. Mup nepepg
rnasamu nNonsblna, U A C YCUAMEM BOJIM OTOTHA/IA XKeNaHMe 3aKpbITb r/1a3a U cAaTbCA CMepPTU.

— Xouy 3HaTb BCE.

— YT106bI CNOKOMHO YyMeEpPETL? — B €r0 ro10ce NOC/bIWAINCD HOTKM HEMOHATHOM MHE FpyCTH.

— [a, — Bcero ogHo cNoBO, HO AaXe OHO AAN0Chb C OFPOMHbIM TPYAOM.

YépHbin [po3a onycTuiaca pAagomM CO MHOM Ha KOJIEHW, M ero nnau, ynan Ha meHs. OH He
pacTBopuaca, Kak y Knapl.

— Knpga 6blna Bcero nvwb opyxKuem, Kak u KaccaBa. OHM cumTanu, 4To npasat 6an, Ho
owunbnnce. 310 A byay npaBuTb Kpaem uepe3 Heé€. Kak M BcemMU cemMbAMM C MOMOLLBIO MX
npasuteneit. Tak xotena bornHa-Matb — uyTobbI BCe €€ aeTn bbln BMmecTe.

— Hy Kak 3HaTb, — A cMOTpesia emy B r/1a3a, a cama suenunacb B naaw,. — OHa Xo4eT 3Toro He
TaKUM NyTEM.

— Tbl He 3Haewb borMH-MaTb Kak A. Mbl € Helt cTapble 3Hakomble. OHa u3bpana meHa, Korga s
6bin eweé pebéHKOM. MaTb nepecnana C HECKO/NIbKUMU MYXNKYMHAMM, HaLeB Marmyeckme KamHu,
4TObObI A TOYHO MNOABWU/ICA Ha CBET, — Ka3aa0Cb, OH CMEANCS HaA40 MHOM, @ i HE MOHMManNa NPUYUHLI.

— Toraa 3a4em KaccaBa gorosapusanach ¢ PekBuemom o co3gaHmm pebéHka, TaKoro *Ke KakK Tbl?

YEpHbIN [po3g XMbIKHYA.

— Ax aa, PekBnem. dnmMyeckmi KpeTuH. MaTb X0TeNa NOCMOTPETb, MOXKET N poanUTbCs pebEHOK
C MOMMM CMNOCOBHOCTAMM ecTecTBEHHbIM NyTem, M NpeacTaBaseT An oH yrpo3y. OHa obelwana
PekBuemy, 4To oTaact Teba emy gns NPOB6HOro Pa3amMHOMKEHMA, HACKONbKO ByAeT HYXKHO, — YXMbIKa
pacnonsanuch eweé wupe. — Ho BmecTo Teba emy goctanacb benna.

Teno Npoxrno ot ocTpoit 60an. 3ax0TeNoCb BbIFTHYTbCA AYroi OT paHbl B CAMHE, HO A eABa
OepHynaco.

— CmepTb — 3abaBHaA wWTyKa. OHa nomoraeT BUAETb AENCTBUTENbHOCTb YéTye. o KpalHei
Mepe, MHe Tak rosopuan. Tbl cenyac BUAULb MeHA YETKO, Jlakcnep? — OH B3s/1ICA pyKamu 3a Kpas
CBOEro KantowoHa.

— Tbl Nt060BHUK KaccaBbl.

— [a, Tbl NpaBa, — cka3an oH. — OHa BCcé ana meHs. JllobosHMUaA. [loBepeHHoe nnuo. MapTHép. U
He TO/IbKO.

Ecan oH XOTen 3aTKHYTb MHe POT, TO A U TaK OHemena. 1 MoaYana, Korga OH Havyan CKMAbIBATb
CBOW NJaLL, MeasIeHHO OTKpbIBasA B3rnaay TémHble Bonocbl. Koyn? HeT, He moxeT bbiTb. Ero s yéuna.

TéMHble BO/10CbI, rolybble rnasa ¢ 030pHOM UCKPOW.

— PeliBaH.

OH nornagun meHsA no Lweke.

— [a, cectpuuka. Tbl gomKHa bblna Aoctatbca MHe nocne PekBuema. Y maTtepu cnaboctb Ko
BCAKMM 3K30TUYECKMM BMAAM, KaK U Y MEHA, — OH CKNOHW/ICA U NOLLEeN0BaN MeHs B rybbl, — 3TO y Hac C
Helt obliee.

fl He Mmorna noweBenUTbCA, He MOra Jaxe OoToABMHYTbcA. Mol 6paT. 9T0 OH 6bin
ntobosHMKoM Kaccasbl, eé cobcTBeHHbIM CbiH. Mup NPOCTO BCTan BBEPX TOPMALLKaMM B MOel rosoBse.
M3BpalweHey, — eANHCTBEHHOE, YTO nNpuwno B ronosy. OHa npespaTuna ero B W3BPaALEHHOrO
MOHCTpa.

— BeTy, nOMOrn oTHeCTM eé B TeMHuLe.

OH WwenkHyn nanbuamu, U BeTy nogxsatna MeHA NOA4 PYKMU.

EQMHCTBEHHOE, YTO A ceMyac MOrfa cAenaTb, 3TO Nomouyb benne n e€ pebEHKY BbIXKUTL. A
NMPUKOCHY/1aCb OA4HOM PyKOM K BeTuy u nocnana B Hero [yx, 3aroHasa nornybxke B pa3ym. B Hem He
OCTa/IoCb €ro0 CaMoro: HM OAHOM 3MOUMM, HM AdaxKe ero amyHoctu. f obopBana eANHCTBEHHOE, YTO B
HEeM OCTanoCb, A 0OCTaHOBWAA ero cepaue. OH 3acTbl/l N0, MOEN PYKON.
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— Jlapk, a BOT 310 6bI/10 HEeObA3aTENIbHO, — YNPEKHYN MeHA PeiBaH, CNOBHO Yy MEHA Cay4Yuaca
NPUCTYN UCTEPUKM.

BeTty ynan Ha 3emato, ero cepaue 3amepsio. OgHUM poACTBEHHUYKOM MEHbLLE, a YTO rnaBHoe —
Tenepb CEcTpbl B 6e30MacHOCTM OT Hero. PeilBaH CKAOHWACA WM CHAN NOBA3KY C BeTya, notom
NOBEPHY/ICA KO MHe.

— Hy uT0, nerye crano?

A NpucTasnbHO NOCMOTpPENa B OTBET.

— Her.

CobpaB ocTaBLWIMECA CUAbI, A CXBAaTUAACb 338 HEro obemmmn pykamm u BorHana B Hero [yx. f
OONXKHA ero youtb, yTobbl y bennbl 1 eé pebéHKa nosaBmIca XoTa Obl LWWAHC OcTaHOBMTbL Kaccasy

Mexay Hamu bywesan NOTOK CUAbI, MOKA PeBaH conpoTtnsaanca mHe. [lyx 3aBbiBan, CIOBHO
TbiCAYa NpenCcMepTHbIX KPUKOB CAWMAUCL B OAWH, C/OBHO YparaH, 3em/eTpAceHuMe U LyHamu
3arpoxoTasin BMecTe — TaK 3By4ana 6uTea [yxa.

Al He caaBanacb. A ymupana 1 noHUMmana sTo.

KakK 1 oH.

— Jlapk, HeT!

lnasa PerBaHa HanONHWAMMb YXKAacOM, KOrAaa A aTakoBana ero cBoew csoer cunon. OH NHyn
MEeHA B XMBOT, N A HENOBKO ynajna HaB3HU4Yb. 1 yaapuaacb O CKpyr/ieHHoe 4YTO-TO, COBCEM He
NOXOXKee Ha ecTecTBeHHbIN maTepuan. Fnagkoe, TBEpAo0e M BOHIOYEE, C/IOBHO Pe3nHa.

TanHoe nogzemense.

— Tbl MeHA 4yTb He NOAN0BUANA, ceCcTPEHKa. CoBCem YyTb-4YyThb.

PeliBaH cTOAN Hag, BbIXOAOM M3 TEMHULBI, @ A HUYEro HEe MOr1a caenaTb, KPOMe Kak CMOTPETb U
HeHaBMAaeTb.

— YyTb-4yTb, — NpowenTtana A. B aTom 3akno4anacb BCA MOA KU3Hb. YyTb-4yTb. MoXKeT 6bITb.
Moutwn. Nposan 3a nposanom. o WeKam NPOKaATUANCL cnesbl.

— He Hapo nnakatb, — OH Npucen psAoOM C NHOKOM B TemHuuy. — A 1eba He 3abyay, Jlapk.
OcTanbHble 3abyayT, a A 3aMNOMHIO KaK Ty, KTO MOT OCTaHOBWUTb MEHSA, — OH NOAMMUIHY MHE U XJI0MHYA
KPbILIKOW /IFOKA, OCTaBMUB B KPOMELLHOW TbMe.

TeMHMLa cmecTMiacb NOAO0 MHOM, NPOBANMBaACh rybKe B 3eMt0. 3acacbiBas MeHA B MOTUAY.

— bornHA-MaTtb, — npowenTtana A. [locnegHAs HageXaa OocTaBasiaCb Ha TO, UTO OHA YCAbIWMUT
MeHs. — [ToXKanyicTa, 3T0 He MOXKET BOT TaK 3aKOHUYMTbCSA.

Hu wenoTka B OTBET, HU MWMOJIETHOIO YTELWMUTENbHOIO NMPUKOCHOBEHMA. A OTKMHYNACb Ha
CNUWHY, U TEeNI0 YNEerNocCb Ha CKPYr/IeHHOe AHO MOel Kamepbl.  NpoBeia PyKOM MO KOXKaHOW CyMKe Ha
nosce. MNpeso3moraa 60nb, A oTUENWUIA €€ M NONOXKMAA cebe Ha KMBOT, BbICbINAB COA4EPKMMOE Ha
rpyAp.

MoprHyB, A MOHANA, YTO BUXKY 3TW NpeameTbl. benbli KameHb, YTO A B3Aa y cTatyu B LaxTe,
nobneckuBan un cuAn. Al TPOHyNA ero NasabLem, U NO TeNy NPOLIEN HU3KOYACTOTbIM ryn. PaHa Ha cnuHe
NyNbCUPOBANA B YHUCOH C 3aMeANIAWMMCA cepauem... i He cTtana obpalatb BHMMaHMeE Ha 6onb.
3akpblia rnasa v B3Ana Kamylwek. Yem 6bl OH HM 6bli, Ka3anocb, YTO OH yMeHbLlan 60/b, U 3TO
npuHocmno obneryeHne. Ymepetb 6e3 myk... CoH 3abpan meHA B CBOM rybuHbI, NPUHECA CTPAHHbIE,
NCKaXeHHble BUAEHUA.

Mpauywasnca B FnybuHe benna oxsaTbiBAET PyKamu OKPYIANBLUMNCA XKMUBOT.

3w v Neta 6eryT no Kpato, pagom ¢ HUmu MNpndduH.

KakTyc Bepxom Ha LLlelizepe netat ckBo3b ob6n1aka

MwyT meHA. OHU NLWLYT MeHA.

OTel, NEXUT Ha CNMHE B TEMHOW AMe, B TAKOM-Ke TEMHMUUE, KaK M moA. [nasa 3aKpbiTbl B
HaBeAeHHOM CHe.
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Al pe3ko npocHynacb M 3aBblsia. [lepeKkaTUBLLINCL Ha KOMIEHU M NafoHM, A NOMbiTanacb CecTb
npsamo. lNpu 3Tom ynepsaacb ronoBoi B /HOK. TUlIMHA Brpbi3anacb B MeEHs, HO A OTKasblBanacb
NPUHUMATbL €€, roBOpPs C COOOM BCAYX.

Lenyto MUHYTY A0 MeHA A0X0AMN0, YTO i HE MepTBa, a CnHa bonblie He 60nuT. Al 3aBena pyky
3a CnUMHy, 4ToObl HallynaTb MecTo paHbl. Ha eé mecTe OKasancsa BCEro Anlb HEMHOIO rpyboBaThii
pybeL.

YyBCTBO BpEMEHN MEHA NOABOAWU/O, U i HE 3HA/A, CKOJIbKO npocnana. Ouwyuana ToNbKOo, YTO B
XMBOTE YPUYUT, a Teslo ucueneHo. A notepna 6enblii cnerka cUAOWKNIA KameHb. B ronose Bcnabiau
cnosa Haiu:

«OH Tebe noHagobutca, Jlapk. lymato, 3TOT KameHb crnaceT Tebe KW3Hb, Koraa Tbl MeHblle
BCcero byaelb XAaTb 3TOro».

Al Hapywwnna cobCcTBEHHOE NPaABMAO M NPOLIENTAA B TEMHOTY:

— Uenutenn LWaxTbl — camble UCKYCHble... MOXeT M B 3TOM KaMHe COAEeprKaTbCA 4acTb MX
cunbl?

MomMeHAB NoNoXKeHue Tena, A HaAaBuna PyKamu Ha Kpas atoKa. MpoYHbIi U HEMPOHULAEMbIN,
CaMOCTOATE/IbHO MHEe He BblbpaTbCA.

MMBOT cHoBa 3aypyan. MoxeT bbiTb, KAMEHb WU UCLEAUN MEHS, HO A 3anepTa B TeMHUUe be3
BOAbI M eabl. Moa cMmepTb — BONPOC BCEro /INLLb HECKO/IbKUX AHEN.

3TK npeamMeTbl Y MEHA Ha XKMBOTE — BCE, YTO Y MEHA eCTb. A B3Ana B PYKYy CEMSA MOPUHIU U
oTbpocuna ero. OHO TUXO A3UMHBLKHYNO O CTEHY TEMHMLbI U YyNano B OKPYr/ioe AHO NOAO MHOM. Yem
MOT10 MHE NOMOYb OAHO Cemsa’?

Al NPUKOCHYNacb B KPHOUKY-cepbre. TaliHble TEMHULbI 6I0KMPYIOT CUNY DnemeHTanemn, 4tobbl Te
He Moran nsbexaTtb HakasaHuA. TaK YTO NOSE3HOro B cepbre, C MOMOLLbIO KOTOPOM A CMOTY AbllaTb
nopa, Bogoi? OHa 6ecnosesHa, Kak u A.

A HMYero He morna caenaTb, YTobbl ocBoboaANTLCA. CBA3K € cuNoM HeT. CBA3K ¢ lNeTol HeT.

Bbixoaa HerT.

— AAAA! — 33opana A u 3atapabaHuna Kynakamu no CTeHam, NMOKa He coAapana KoXy U He
3abonenun Koctu. Kpoyok-cepbra okasancsa Hajg MOeN rosioBOM, U ero 3aXasno B CAeNaHHOM JII0AbMU
martepuasne. A cxBaTuacb 3a HEE, HO M3-3a KPOBM Ha PyKax He CMor/a BbiTaluTb. KOHYUMK npokonon
naseu, n A BCKPUKHyNA. He To 4To6bl 0T 6011 — 1 60bHO-TO He HblNI0 NO-HACTOALLEMY.

Al paske aTOro He Mory caenaTb.

HukyemHas.

A NpocKonb3nna Mo OKPYrNoM CTEHKE CBOEN TeMHULbI M ynana. [oaaaslinck NaHuKe, s He
MOr/la YCNOKOWUTb y4acTuBlleecs AbixaHue. CBET OT KaMHA OCBellas NPOCTPAaHCTBO, MOKa3biBas,
HACKO/IbKO OHO KpolleyHble. HacKo/IbKO A nlleHa cBoboapl.

Bce ewwé apoxKa, A 3actaBuna cebs cectb TMXO M 3aMeA/IUTb AbiXxaHue. [lo/KeH Ke ObiTb BbiXo,.
Hy*HO NPOCTO YCNOKOUTbCA N HAaTU peLueHune.

Al npukpblna rnasa n obemmn pykamm obxsaTuia KameHb. M cCHOBa olyTuna NErKUN ryn,
NOYWMN K COMTbIM KOCTALLIKAM, a 3aTem 3aTArmBaHMe paH. TONbKO CBET KaMHA nobnek. A ypoHuna
KamMeHb, M OH yMan Ha cTynHW. MOMHO CHOBa 3a)KMBUTb CCaguHbl. HO He 3Halo, Kak gonro eweé
npoAepKycb B 34paBomM yme 6e3 eaMHCTBEHHOIO UCTOYHMKA CBETAa.

A Bpemsa wno.

MepHbIli 3BYK Kanenb BbiBe MeHsi U3 3abbITbcA. 1 HECKONbKO pa3 MOPrHyaa, U ycTaBMIacb Ha
KPHOYOK-cepbry. Yepes paBHble MPOMEXKYTKM BPEMEHMW C HEro Kanana Boaa.

fl OTKMHyNa ronoBy Hasag W NoAcTaBuNa poT nog cepbry. Kanaa 3a Kannen mosa *Kaxaa bbina
yToneHa. TaK 4To Tenepb Moa CMepTb — 3TO BONPOC rosioAa.

Bpema wno.
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fl noyyBCTBOBaNA CBEPXY TOHEHDbKYIO CTPYMKY CBEXKEro BO3Ayxa M noaHana B3rnag. OyesmaHo,
YépHbit [lpo3a 3akonan meHA He Tak r/lyboKo, Kak noKasasnocb. B ntoke TeMHULbI 6bln KpoLleyHble
TpelwuHbl, NO3BOMAIOWME BO34AYyXYy NOCTYNaTb BHYTPb. TeCHble Kamepbl CTPOUIUCH C PaACYETOM
nogepatb Y3HWKOB AeHb uan aBa. Camoe 6onblee, TpU, B KayecTBe KECTKOro HaKasaHuA. A
nposena nanbLaMu Mo esie 3aMeTHbIM TPEeLLMHAM M OLLYTMAA BAAXKHbLIA OT AO0XAA BeTepoK. [na
6onblien ybeauTeNbHOCTM Hag ro/I0BOM 3arpoxoTaso Tak, YTO OTAAJIoCb BO BCEM Tesie, a NOTOM
3abapabaHnn poxkap. Yepes oTBepcTMA CTana MPOHUKATb BOAA, U A OKasanacb B FPA3HOMN NyxKe.
Joxab npekpaTtuaca.

Boga ywna n octaBuna nocne cebs KpoLeEYHYHO Ky4yKy necka.

A NWNa C KPIOYKa, C KOTOPOro BCe eLLé NOCTOAHHO Kanano.

Bpemsa wno.

Cema MOPUHIM B HAMbITOM NeCKe MyCTUI0 KOPEHb, @ U3 HEro BbIPOCAM TPU POCTKa, Nogapus
MHE UCTOYHUK eapl. 1 BeperkHO ena NUCTbA, POBHO CTOJIbKO, YTOObI BbIXKUTb. BOT 1 BCe, YTO Y MeHA
6b1n0. YacTb MeHs xoTena Bce 6pocUTb — NPOCTO cAATbCA U ymepeTb. HO B CHax A BMAeNa Tex, KTo
MeHA mweT. Sw u MeTa BmecTe poiwyT no Kpato, noka LWensep un Kaktyc obnetatoT ceepxy. Pazsutune
b6epemeHHOCTU Bennbl, poraeHue eé goyepu. MepBbiii FOANK KPOLLEYHOM KUSHMU.

Al BcnomHWNa 06 dnnb: YTO OHa byaeT genaTb, KOrna el NoHaZobuTcA NomoLllb; A NMOHMMAnNa,
YTO BOMNPOC HE B KECAM», @ UMEHHO B «Koraa». KTo NnomMmoXKeT Be4YHO CKBepHocnossALweln Nwenke?

Bpema wno.

A OHM NPOJOMKANM MEHA UCKaTb. A Aenana CKPy4YMBaHMA, KOPABbIE OTXKMMAHUA, KPOLIEYHble
npuceaaHnsa U PacTAXKKY, HACKONbKO NO3BOAAN0 NPOCTPAHCTBO. HY*KHO Hbl10 COXPaHUTL CUny.

Bpema wno.

MHeB Ha bornHio-MaTb poc Bce cuibHee.

Bpema wno.

A 04Ha, ANLWb MbIC/IN COCTaBAAKOT KOMMAHUIO.

[encTBuTeNnbHO caMyro ONacHy0 KOMMNaHMUIo.
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I'laBa 19

CKBO3b COH A0 MeHA AOHOCUMAUCL rosioca. Fonoca NtbUMbIX MHO, Froioca NOAWMNX MeHS.
OHM ycnoKkamBanm meHsa, Kynupya NaHWKY, HAKaTbIBaOLLYO BPEMSA OT BPEMEHMN.

—eTa, Tbl ONATb YTO-TO y4yyaAna.

— HeT, Ha 3TO pa3 A AencTBMTENbHO YyBCTBYIO €€. OHa 34€eCb, A 3HalO.

Al AepHynacb, TeN0 CagHWAO B HEMPUBbIYHbIX MECTaX OT CKOPYEHHOro NONOXEeHUA 60bLuyIo
4acTb BPpeMeHM, KOTOPOMY A NoTepAana CYET.

Yepes TpeLLmHbI A Cablwana TMXOE CONEHME M 3BYK OCbINAIOLLENCA 3EM/IN MO KPAAM TEMHUL,bI.

—3pnecb, oHa 3aecb! MpakTUYEeCKN Ha NOBEPXHOCTU.

MeHs oWwenommIo cMmelleHne moer TemHuubl. OHKM HawAM meHa. OHKU He cAaNnch.

N Kaknm-to obpasom s Toxe.

OHM BbITAHYAM KaNCyny TEMHULbI, U MEHA NepeBepHYN0 OT 3TOro ABUXKEHMA.

— eTa, Tbl NOHMMaeLWb, YTO OHA MepTBa. [pexae Yem A OTKPOH, CKaXKU, YTO NoHUMaewb. Mbl
AeNaem 370, YTOObl YNOKOUTb €€ C MUPOM.

— B Tebe coBcem HeT Bepbl, — BbIMOHYNA OHa, U A NPeACTaBMAQ, KaK OHA BbIrHY/1la NPU 3TOM
Ayron cnuHy. — Tbl XOTb N06ULWDb eE?

— He cnpawwsaii. OHa...

Ero ronoc copsanca, u A nNpuKanacb pyKamu K AOKy. A He morna cosnagaTtb C rosiocom, He
MOT/1a HaNTK C/I0BaA, YTObbI YoeanTb 1X, YTO eLlé KUBa.

fl 3aM0N10TUNA KyNlaKaMK MO PE3NHOBOM KpblLLKe

— bornHa-Matb, — NPOM3HEeC OH, a MOTOM KpPbILLKY NPOCTO pa3opBano. A BbIBaANAACL B €r0 PYKMU.
MeTa B3BM3rHy/1a M BTUCHYNACb MEXAY MHOM 1 dweMm. A npuKana eé o4HON PyKon, a dwa ApYron.

OH OTBEN BOJIOCHI C MOETO /1ML, @ Y CaMOro rnasa 6bian Kak batogua oT LWokKa.

— Kak? Kak Tbl cmorna Tak goAro npogepatbca?

A MOprHyna, CrnoTHyNa M NPOU3HecNa NepBble CNOBA C TEX NOP, KAK MEHSA 3aNep/in B TEMHULE.

— A CKONbKO?

— [Ba roaa.

A B3gporHyna.

— Pacckaxute mHe 060 Bcem.

— fAl yCTpOO Ham Houser, a NOTOM... [TOTOM BCE pacCKaxy.

OH pa3Bén KOCTép, a A, Cnerka noTpAcbiBasncb, cToana ¢ NeTon, KoTopaa He moraa OTNyCTUTb
meHA. OHa HEMCTOBO MypAblKana, a Moé cepaue 6MNoCb B YHUCOH C eé.

— Al 3Hana, 4TO Thl XXMBA, JlapK. 3Hana. He cmeit Tak bonble genatb, 3amapalwka. Mamn s cama
TebA NPUKOHYY.

Al 3apblnacb AMLOM B €€ MArKUI BOK U BbIAOXHYNA:

— W B nnaHax He 6bln0.

Al BbITAHY/IACb B MOAIHBLIN POCT, HO OTBbIKLIME OT 3TOr0 KOCTM M MblWLbl 3aHblAK. K nnevy
npuanaco lMeTta, ¢ KaxkablM BbIAOXOM MPU MYypYaHUWN CUSIbHEE BAABNBAACL MHE B LWEKY. Tyaa e
ynana Kanns, u a obepHynacob.

— CNtoHM NycKaelb?

YBunaes nosiHble cnes rnasa, A noxanena o0 CKasaHHoM. A NoAHANa eé U cena y KoCTpa, B3AB Ha
PYKM. dw ycTpoun nopobue BepTena M NOBECUM/T Ha HEro KoTenoK. Bo3gyx HanonHMACA 3anaxom
OBCAHKM, @ POT — COHOM. OT MbICaK, 4TO A Byay ecTb He 3eNéHble NNCTbA, NOTEKIN CNe3bl CHACTbA.

Al yctpouna MeTy y cebs Ha pyKkax 1 rnaguna 6es3 yctaam, npurosapmsasn:

— A pagom, lMeTa.
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Sw nobasBnan BETOK B KOCTEP, MOKa €ro A3blKU He CTanu In3aTb KOTeNoK. Mepenenas Bce aena,
OH NI€r 32 MHOIO. OH OBHAN MeHSs, @ A K HEMY MpPUXKaNacb, 3aneyvat/ieBas B MbICAAX 3TOT MuUr. A 3Toro
HUKOraa He 3abyay. He 3abyay, 4TO MMEHHO OHM BbITALLMIN MEHSA M3 TbMbl 3aTOYEHMUA.

— MHe KaXeTcA 3TO COH, U A NPOCHYCb CHOBA... Tam.

fl nponsHecna 3To ene CAbIWHO Ha $oHe MOoTpeckMBaHMA KOCTpa. OAHAKO W, NOHAB MEHA,
3aroBopuJI, YTobbl OTB/IEYD:

— Kpaem npaBut KaccaBsa, J/lapk. PeiiBaH y Heé Ha nogxsate, a YépHbii [po3a nponan. TBoero
OTUA TaK M He Hawnu. benna B nsrHaHum B MNybuMHe, a ee NMCbMa CTAaHOBATCA Bce ApocTHee. OHa
CAUWKOM gonro npobbina Baanu ot Kpas, et nopa BEepHYTbCA, UM BENKA BEPOATHOCTb 6/1M3KOro
6e3ymus, — OH 3amonYan, NposBeaa pyKamm no momm npeannevbsam. — Kaktyc u Lelisep ckopo byayT
34,eCb, KOHb Y)Ke A0/IKeH H6bln NOHATb, YTO Tbl HA cBOBOAE.

— PeliBaH 1 ecTb YépHbiit [po3a, — nponsHecna A. — A KaccaBa, MOXKeT ObITb, M NPaBUT cenvac,
HO el HeZ0Nro OCTaNoCh.

Al nonbITanacb CecTb, HO OH NOTAHYN MeHA 0bpaTHO.

— Tebe HyXHO BOCMO/IHUTb CBOW CUAbI, JTapK, @ MOTOM Y}Ke UATU 338 HUMM.

MeTa dblpKHYNa.

— Buauwsb, noyemy oH TBOA nonoBuHa? OH 3HaeT Tebs A0CTAaTOYHO, YTODObI AaXKe He NbITaTbcA
OTroBOpPUTb

A nosBepHyna K HEMY ron0BY M NOCMOTpPea B rnasa.

— A He BUXKY XOpoLUero KoHua.

DLW HEeXHO NoLesIoBa/l MeHS.

— Al c To60I OTHbIHE U A0 Ntboro KoHLa.

MeHs yb6atokano Tenno [letbl, dwa M KocTpa, U s 3abblnacb apemoton. HecmoTpAa Ha
OByxneTHee 3aToyeHue, A Oblna BbIMOTaHa. fl yCHyna, AENCTBMTE/NIbHO OLWyLWas Tenao Te/ oM U
OYLWOA.

«C BO3BpalleHMeMm, AUTA».

B o4HO MrHoBeHMe A OKas3asaCb Ha HOrax, OLLYTMB APOCTb, euie Bonee obKuratowyo, Yem
KOCTEp cHOoKy

— AX Tbl Kankas wntoxa! Tbl 3HanNa, YTO MeHA 3anepan, U Bpocuna, Korga A OTYAAHHO
Hy»Aanacb B Tebe! — ronoc gporkan, Ho He OT cnes.

Sw n lMeTa yCcTaBUAUCL HAa MEHA BO BCe rnasa. MeHA TPACNO, KaK U 3eMJ10 BOKPYT MeHA, C/IOBHO
[aXke OHa ucnyranacb moen ApocTU. Unm 4yyBCTBOBAsia MOM FHEB WM cornawanacb co MHoMu. [eTa
obpatmnnaco B 6apca U NogKpanacb K MOMM HOTraMm.

— J1apk, NoXKanyicTa, noctapanca yCnoKonTbCA.

— Het. BornHA-MaTb ocTaBMaa MeHA THUTb TamM TaK Ke, Kak Kaccasa u PeiiBaH. f Bbllwna 3a
KOCTEp. Hag 3emnén knybamm crywanca TymaH v BUXPUACA Y MOUX HOT.

A noBepHyANacb 1 ycTaBMaaCh B rycTble 3apOCau.

— W Tbl cMeeLLb NOABUTLCA Nepeao MHO ceityac? CEMYAC?

Al OTCTPAHEHHO NOHMMANA, YTO TePAD KOHTPOIb. YTO KaKasn-To YacTb MeHA Bce Takn obesymena.

BornHAa-MaTb, oaHaKo, He 6bina aypoi. OHa nosBUNacb nepes HaMu TYMaHHbIM 06pa3om moel
MaMbl.

— [nTa, A He morna HalTh Teba, Kak 1 w unm MNeta. B TOomM 1 cyTb TalHbIX Kamep. OHU CKPbITbI
OTO BCEX.

— Tbl BUAENA, KaK OHU MeHSs 3aTodanun. Tbl 4O/IXKHA Oblf1a 3HATD.

Al HanpaBMaacb K Hel, HECMOTPA Ha e€ DOOXKECTBEHHYIO CyTb, HECMOTPA Ha e€ obpa3s moeil
MaTepu ¢ AIMHHbIMM CBET/IbIMU BOJIOCAMW U FONYObIMM F1a3aMn. ITU F1a3a BCNbIXHYAN.

— Tbl He eANMHCTBEHHAA MOsi nogoneyHasn, Jlakcnep. pyrum ToxKe TpebyeTcs MosA NOMOLLb.
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— Tbl roBopuna, A n3bpaHHanA, 1 Tbl OCTaBUNA MeHA 0gHY HOPOCTbA 3a CBOK *KU3Hb, — BONPOCHI,
He Jatowme MHe NOKOoA BO BPEMSA 3aTOYEHMA, BCNbIBA/IM HAPYXKY. — Tbl YyBCTBOBA/IA, YTO A normbaio?

OHa oTBena rnasa Avib Ha 400 MFTHOBEHMUA, A eABa 3ameTuna. A A TOJIKHyNa eé COBCeM He No-
60KecTBEHHOMY, OTYEro OHa NPU3eMINAACL HA NATYIO TOYKY. Y HEE OTBUC/IA YeNtOCTb, LWOK YUTANCA B
Kaxkaow yepTe nnua.

— [1a KaK Tbl cmeelb?!

SuWw no3agn meHsa 3aCTOHan.

— Jlapk, He HaZo, NoXKaayncra.

MeTa BCTaNa pALOM CO MHOW, MPUMKABLUMCb TE/IOM.

— Tbl YyBCTBOBA/1a, YTO OHA YyMUpaeT, U bpocuna eé? Tak?

A onyctnna pyky lNeTe Ha CnMHY, a K rnasam noctynuam cnaesbl. 1o KpaliHen mepe Ha ogHO
CYLLLECTBO A MOTy paccymTbiBaTb. CMOPrHyB c/ie3sbl, A NPAMO NOCMoTpena Ha bornHo-Mars.

— Tbl xoTena moen cmeptn? BoT 4To 3TO 6bINO? Takoh M3BpaLleHHbIN cnocob ybuinctea?
Bo3morkHo, KaccaBa Ta, KTO U fo/KeH Obla NpaBUTb B OAMHOYKY NO-TBOEMY?

Mown cnosa 6bin HGpegom paxke AnA meHA. HO MMEHHO OHM Bbipakanu CTpaxu, 4YTo A
4yyBCTBOBA/sla BCe 3TM ABa roga. Bce cTpaxm, BCe COMHEHMA, BCO HEYBEPEHHOCTb, BCE MANEHbKUE
OOCTUXKEHUA N BCE HaaeXabl.

BornHAa-MaTb cena no-Typeuku n pacnpasuna baegHo-ronyboe ogesaHne TaK, CIOBHO OHa cena
B CepaLeBuUHy LBeTKa.

— Caap, Nakcnep. Cagb.

MHe X0Tenocb NPOTKHYTb €€ KONbeM HAaCKBO3b, HO BMECTO 3TOrO A CeNa, Kak U oHa. lNeTa nerna
crnpas.a, HO HanpAXeHue eé Tena roeopuao o mMHorom. OHa ToxKe He gosepsana bormHe-MaTtepu.

Ouw nogoweén c3aaun, HoO He cen.

— Al cTo60M, JlapK. [larke NpoTMB Heé.

Al c TpyAom crnoTHyna o6pa3oBaBLUMACS KOM.

— HeT, He Haf0. OTO TONbKO MeXay Hamu.

A nocTyyana nanbLammM NO KONEHKe.

MeTa TMX0 3apblvana

— pndpPnH 30BET e€ Bus.

bornHa-MaTtb gepHynaco.

— Xopouwo. 3081 meHsa Bus.

A n 6e3 Heé NoHMmana, YTo BUB — COKpallleHMe OT KaKoro-To APYroro MMeHu. XoTa 3TO He
UMenNo 3HaYeHnA. Huyero He Meno 3HayeHUA, Kpome 3TOr0 MOMEHTA.

— Y710 X, BMB. YTO Tbl XOTE/NIA MHE COOOLWMUTL?

OHa npuKpblaa rnasa, 1 eé obpas U3MEHUICA HA TOT, YTO A BUAENA HA CBOMX MCMbITAHMAX
ONnHHbIE TEMHbIe BONOCHI LBeTa NA040POAHOM NOYBbI, @ IN1a3a MEHAIN BCEBO3MOKHbIE NPUPOAHble
OTTEHKM.

— Tbl BUAENA NWb OAHY MO CTOPOHY, JlapK. B npupoae Bellen ecTb ABE CTOPOHbI, TaK U Y
MEHA ABe CTOPOHbI IMYHOCTU. A HE MOry ANKTOBATb YCA0BUA, KOrA4a NPUXO4MT BTOPAA MOA 4acTb.

A YyTb OTKMHYNACb YNEePLINCb CMMHOM B HOTW Dwa.

— [Be.

— [a. B mupe ectb KpacoTta U CBeT, HO TaK¥e U Tbma U cmepTb. He mory cKkasaTb, Ha 4To
cnocobHa mona BTopas nosioBMHa. OHa NONHOCTbIO N30/1MPOBaHA OT 3TOM YacTu.

— Y710 Tbl MMENa B BUAY, FOBOPS O ABYX NOJIOBUHAX? — CIPOCKA 3.

— To, 4To OHa cama urpaet YépHbim [po3aom M MHO. TaK? — MOHMMaHMeE NPULLIO BbICTPO U
TAXENO.

OHa BCKMHYNA roN10BY, M MO LLEKE CKAaTU/1acb C/esa.
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— [ymato, ga. A mory TOoNbKO npeanosiaratb, NOTOMY 4YTO abBCONOTHO HE MOMHIO HU4YEro u3
COAEAHHOrO, KOrga MHOK OBnafeBaeT TbMa. fl AMWb genato, 4to mory, 4Ytobbl noagepusaTb
NPUHUMMbI CBETA..

— XBaTMUT NOpoTb Yylb! — paABKHyNa A. — Tbl boruHa-MaTtb. Y Tebs moXKeT ObiTb U TEMHaA U
CBeT/1af CTOPOHbI, KaK 1 y BCex Hac. Ho A He CTaHy pacCcMKMBaTbCA TYT U C/IyLWATb, Kak Tbl FOBOPMULLb,
4TO He BUHOBaTa. NP UH ToXKe TaK cunTaeT. Tbl BMELIMBAELIbCA TYAa, KyAa He creayer.

E€ rnasa npeBpaTUINCH B LLLENKWN.

— MoakkypaTHel, JlapK. M36paHHbIi MOXKET NacTb TaK e ObICTPO, Kak 1 BO3BbICUACS.

Al BCTaNa 1 NocmoTpenia Ha Heé CBEPXY BHU3, CXKAB KY/IaKM HA ONyLEeHHbIX No 6okam pyKax. Y
MEHSA NOABUACA NNAH, HE YBEPEHA, NPaBAa, HACKO/IbKO YMHbIN.

— B03MOKHO, TOrga MHe HyXHO MOroBOPUTb C TBOEN TEMHOM CYLLHOCTbIO. M BO3MOXHO, OHa
YBUOMUT MOIO LLeHHOCTb, YBUANT, Yero A CToto.

nasza BuB Ha 40MI0 MrHOBEHWA PACWMPUANCL OT MOHUMAHMA MOEro 3ambicaa, a NOTOM
3aKaTmancb. OHa OTKMHYMA FOMI0BY M pacCcMeAnacb HU3KMM PacKaTUCTbIM CMEXOM, OT KOTOPOro no
NO3BOHOYHUKY BBEPX U BHM3 Npobexan Xxonoaok.

— Mm, a Tbl MHe BCé 6onblue U 6onblue HPABULWbLCA, KPOWKA JIapK, — OHa pe3Ko onycTuaa
ronoBy BCTaBas, BOJIOCbI NOTEMHENU A0 UCCUHA-YepHOro, a rnasa nocsetnenu. Ha meHa Tenepb
CMOTpenu npuspayvyHo-cepebpuctole rnasa. — Xotena co MHOM NOroBOpuUTL?

— Tbl Meewb aeno ¢ Kaccason n YeépHbim Jpo3a0m.

— Tbl MeewWwb B BMAY PeliBaHa?

— Hert. bpat gna meHa ymep. A nmeto B nay HYepHoro posga.

M'y6bl 6OrMHN N3OFHYIUCH B KECTOKOM YXMbIJIKE.

— Kak ckaxkewb. [a, oHM n3b6paHbl MHO. Xaoc, /TapK. Mup noHMmaeT nvwb ero. N aaxe ecam
Tbl U NbITaelWbCA 3a01aTaTb BCe CO34aHHbIE MHOIO Ablpbl, MOKA Tbl NbITAeLWbCA YCaAUTb Ha TPOH NYYLLNX
npasuTenei, — Tbl ceewb xaoc. [Jymato, Tbl npasa. [lymato, co mHoi Tebe 6bi10 6bl Aydwe. A 6bl Teba
cnacna.

A oTcTynuna Ha war, MeTta n 3w caenanu 1o e camoe.

— Torpga noyemy Tbl He Npuwna cnactm YepHoro Apo3ga? OH 6bin y MeHA B pyKax, U efBa He
NPOCTUACA C XKU3HbIO.

OHa npuwypunaco.

— KaKk mbl MoXeM cnacTu AByX M3bpaHHbIX B OZIHO TO e Bpemsa?

[arke He WeBeNbHYBLIMCb, A OWYyTUAA CBA3b C 3eMNéN, NOTOK 3HepPrum npugan MHe Cubl.
BornnHa-Matb nsorHyna 6posb.

— Xoyelwb NOMEPUTLCA CUIAMU CO MHOM?

— Her.

fl nogHANa NeByO PYKY M HanpaBuaa ABa Nanbla Ha TeMHULY. N3 3apocneit, CNOBHO 3MeUHble
A3bIKM, BbINOA3AN Monogble nobern. OHM ONAEeNU NHOK TEMHULLbI U BbIIOMAIN €r0 C KOPHEM.

— Jepxncb noganblue oT meHa. Obe aepxutecb. OTHbIHE A cama BbIBUPALO CBOM NyTb.

BTopbim B3Maxom pyKku A nocnana noberu K Helt, 4Tobbl cxBaTUTb. OHA paccmeAnacs.

— [lymaellb, CMOXKelb MHe HaBpeanTb?

A npunogHAana oaHy 6posb.

— Cnblwana Korga-HnMbyab Npo poratky?

Y Heé pacnaxHy/auCb rnasa, U OHa B3BWM3rHy/Na, KOr4a A CHavyana HaTaHyna noberu Ha cebs, a
3aTem OTNYCTWUIA, U OHU CNPYXKMHUAN C TAKOW CKOPOCTbIO, YTO A HE CMOT1A NPOCNEeANTb UX NYTb Aaxe
B3rNA40M.

— He mory nosepuTb, 4YTO Tbl OTNpPaBmaa bornHo-MaTb B NoneT Yepes AXKYHIAN, — DLW B3A1 MeHA
3a PYKy U pa3BepHyn K cebe. — HanomHM MHe HUKOrAa He nonagaTb Tebe noa, pyKy, — OH paccMmesnncs,
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a A paspesesiacb, M Wy NPULINOCL NPUXKATD MEHA K CBOEM TPYAMN M WENTaTb yCnoKkouTenbHoe: — Hy
e, J1apkK, TwLw.

Fnyxon yaap 3acTaBm Hac Pa3BEPHYTbLCA, U A YCTaBUAACb HAa OTPOMHbIE KPbl/1bA e AUNHCTBEHHOTO
B Mupe neraca. LLleizep yTKHyCA HOCOM MHE B rpyAb W BAOXHYA MOM 3anax.

— Hy HaKoHeL-TO, TBOIO X MaTb.

Al 06bHANa ero mopAy NafoOHAMM U NoLEeNoBana B HOC.

— fl ToxXe no Tebe ckyyana.

OH ¢bIpKHYAN, HO A CMOTPEsIA Y)Ke He Ha Hero, a Ha MYXX4YMHY, CNeLMnBLUEroca C ero CrnuHbl. 3a
npowegwune napy net Kaktyc BoamyKan. Teno ctano wupe, a MU0 YKe He CBETUNOCTb OTKPbITOCTbHO.

OpHako B biecke ero rnas A Bce eweé BMAeNa MaNbuULLKY, YKPABLUEro MOE cepale BO Bpems
HaLWMX AETCKUX UTP B Niecy.

— Kakryc.

OH novMiman MeHA Ha PYKWU, U A NpUXKanacb K Hemy. JW NONOXKMA MHe Ha CNUHY pyKy, MNeTta
npuanack K Horam, a LLlensep obepHyn BOKPYr Hac LWeto.

Al 06HANA UX BCEX, NOHMMAA, YTO OHM MOTYT NOMOYb MHe NOBOPOTb Ty TbMY, YTO HALL/A MEHA B
TemHuue. Um npmnaérca.

MoTtomy 4To 6€3 HMX A TOYHO conay C yma.
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I'rasa 20

Bce cnanu nog noTpeckmBaHMe KocTpa. Ho A He morna otopBaTbCcs OT 3BE34 B Hebe Hapg,
roNI0BOM, M He XOTe/NIoCb NPepbiBaTbh OLLYLLEHWNE KMBOM 3eMAN Nog cO60li. A NPUKOCHOBEHME CU/bl
Ka3a/10Cb COBEPLUEHHO HEN3BEAAHHbIM 417 MEHA OTKPbIBLLMMCA KaHAJ0M.

OwyuieHure cunbl M cBoboapl. OwyLieHne cO6CTBEHHOM KU3HM.

A npunogHAanacb M OTNOA3Ma OT OrHA, ocTtaBums [leTy, cBepHyBWytoca ¢ Jwem, U KaKryca,
cnsAwero Bcero B nape ¢yToB OT HUX.

— Cberaewb? — cnpocun LWeisep, cTonno mHe gobpatbca A0 Kpas HebOoNbLOM NONAHbI.

A nornaguna ero no crnuHe.

— Her.

OH Ha MrHOBeHME 3aMO/Yas, U HOYHOM BO3AYX TAMENO OMNyCTUICA MHe Ha naeyun. Uawm,
BO3MOXHO, 3TO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, OOPYLUMBLIAACA B TOT MU, KOTAa A BbILU/IA U3 TEMHULPbI.

— 3Haelwb, HMKOrAa He xoTen ObiTb NPUBA3AHHBLIM K dnemeHTanto. Bbl Bce ybatogKkmn, — rosops
3T0, OH 6MA KonbiITOM 3emto. — O4HAKO OKa3anca NPUBA3aHHbLIM K Tebe.

— BoT B uem geno? A a-to gymana, Tbl npuneten ¢ KakTycom ns-3a Hallen BeNNKOM ApyXKObl, — A
He ybupana pyKy C ero CnuHbl, He Kenas NoTepATb TEM/I0 OT ero NPUCYTCTBUA.

— HeT. bornHsa-Matb 4éTKO gana NoHsTb, YTo A byay feTaTb pAAOM € TOOOM, NOKa OHa BEJUT.

Y70 K. M OH AenaeT 1o, YTO AOJ/IKEH.

MbI C HUM He CTanu Tak ke 6n3KKM, Kak ¢ MNeTon. HaBepHoe, NO3TOMY i MOTy €My OTKPbITbCA.
HeT cBA3M 3MOLMOHANbHOM — HET CTpaxa ero oTMNyrHyTb.

— fl Bcerga wna Ha nonsTHyto, LLesep. Becerga. Mo 6osbluent yactn us-3a crpaxa. A eweé ns-3a
¥KenaHMA 0CTaBaTbCA XOPOLUeln AeBOYKON. HKenaHma cOOTBETCTBOBATbL NPeACcTaBAeHMAM OTua. Tomy,
KaKOW OH XOTeNl MeHA BUAETb.

— Bce mbl rpewinm nogo6HbIM, — OH NOKayan ronoBoi. — Bonpoc B TOM... YTO Tbl cobupaeLwbes
Aenatb € 3TUM ceitvac.

— [1a Hn4ero ocobeHHoro, — oTBETUNA 1.

— A ecnm nonoapobHee.

Al B3rnAHyna B HOYHOe HebO, CNOBHO TaM MMEHHO A1 MEeHA MOFyT OKa3aTbCA OTBETbl Ha
BOMPOCbl. B ronose npoHocuancb BapuaHTbl: benna, oteu, Yé€pHoit Apo3a n Kaccasa. M orpomHoe
MHOEeCTBO pPa3HO0bpa3HbIX 4ENCTBUI C MOEM CTOPOHbI. M AnWb HEMHOINE U3 HUX 3HAYUMbI.

— KaccaBa gonxHa ymepeTb, a oTel, A01KEH Ha3BaTb NPeeMHMKa. Torga A CMory oT BCEFO 3TOr0
ocBoboauTbCA.

— OcBoboaunTbcA? Passe Tbl He cOBMpaeLlbCa BEPHYTLCA OMON?

Al nokayana rosoBoi. B cepale Bce ewé 3By4anm cnosa Apuu.

— Kpait He gom mHe. Moi gom 3aecb, ¢ To6on 1 MNeton. C Swem n Kaktycom. ToNbKo ¢ BaMu A
pacugeTato.

OH cnerka 6ogHyn meHs.

— Torpa Tbl cama 3HaelWb OTBET Ha CBOM Bonpoc. A nosnedy ¢ Tobon, Kyga CKaxelwb. byaet ato
He3n0, yTobbl HaliTK oTua. Nnu Kpait, ytobbl youThb Kaccasy.

Al 3aKpblfia rNasa, U Ha MUT NOKA3a/10Cb, YTO BOKPYr MeHA CHOBA TEMHMLA. A BbITAHYNQ PYKY U
npoLwnack Mo ero rpuMee, Npu)Kanacb BCeEM TeNOM W rNyOOKO BAOXHY/NA 3anax COYHOM TpaBbl M
NIOWAaANHOro NoTa, YTO MOMOF/I0 MHe cobpaTbes. K aTomy TAHyNacb Mo AyLla, CIOBHO HUTb, KOTOPOM
MEHA NPUBA3ANN U KOTOPYH HENb3S UTHOPMPOBATb.

Al nogHANa ronoBy U BCMOTPENAchb B AXKYHIAM. A y3Hana NPUKOCHOBEHME €€ CU/bl, OHAa UCKaNa
MeHA.

YacTb MeHA NOHMMANA, YTO HeYeMy yAUBAATLCA. A YyBCTBOBaNA, YTO NOHaAZob6At0Ch el Ao Toro,
KaK MCYe3Hy U3 3TOro Mupa.
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Al pasBepHynacb AMLOM K TOM CTOPOHE 3apocnen, oTKyaa Wwna oHa. Lensep onyctua mHe Ha
nie4yo CBOK Mopay.

— Y10 Tam?

— [lymato, ctapblii gpyr ¢ npocbboit 06 ycnyre, — oTBeTUANA A.

MeHa 3atonuno obneryeHuwe. Tenepb MHE CHOBA HE HYXHO BblOMpaTb MeXxay OTLOM WU
KaccaBoli. Kakana 6bl yciyra HM noHagobmnacb Inb, A OKaxKy e€, U, Hagewcb, 3TO yBeAeT MEHsS OT
CO6CTBEHHbIX Npobnem.

PasaBuMHYAUCb KyCTbl, W OHaA BblWAa K Ham. TEMHble BOJOCbI CTaau eweé AJMHHee,
nepemeH4YmMBble rNa3a, Bblaatowme B Helt MweiKy, Bce Te Ke. TOT e poT.

— XpeHoBoe BpemMsA Tbl Bbibpana NoKasaTbCA HA pajape, — B3A0XHYNA OHA, Npobupancb CKBO3b
NINCTBY.

Y MeHA 0TBa/MNacCb YentocTb, Koraa e€ ocBeTUN KOCTép. Kpyrnbiit KMBOT, OFPOMHbIA U3-3a
pebEHKa BHYTPU, a BCE OCTa/IbHOE TaKOe TOHIOCEHbKOE, C/IOBHO ey OHA He MOr/1a HaUTK Heaensamu.

Foe octanach Ta ApKas Muwelka, KOTopyto A NOBCTpeYana Toraa? Yto npomsoLwno ¢ Hel 3a 4Ba
roaa, NoKa mMeHa He 6bino?

— [a, A pa3xupena c Hallei NPoLION BCTPEYU, — YXMblAbHYACb OHA, HO YXMbI/JIKa BbllWNa
BAMION. — A nLLy Tebs ykKe WwecTb MecAueB. A 3Hana, YTo Tbl *KMBA. TaK rae e Tbl NpATanach?

— B TaltHOM TemHMUe, — oTBETUNA A. — Koe-KTo NbITancs MeHa youTb.

— MNoxoxe, c Toboi Takoe NOCTOSHHO.

OHa nomopLMaach M B3ANacCb 3a XKMBOT. A B3ana e€ 3a PyKy M NOMOr1a YCTPOUTHLCA Y OrHA. I
npocHyncs, a leta Bce ewWweé Apemana y Hero Ha KoNeHsx. 3a BpemMsa MOEro OTCYTCTBMA OHWU
onpeaenéHHo ctanm 6anke apyr apyry.

3NNb B3rNAHYyNA Ha MeHA, U30rHYB 6POBb.

— [Boe MyXXuMH? YepT, MHe b6bl noayunTbea. MblTanacb CNPaBUTLCA C ABOMMMU, TaK 3TO YyTb He
ybuno mens.

Eé rnasa HanonHMAMUCb cne3amu. M ToNbKO ceiryac A NoHANA, YTO PAAOM C Heli He 6blo KOoro-To
o4yeHb 6am3Koro.

— A rae bpam? — MArko cnpocuna A, yxe NoOHMMas, YTo oTBeT ByAeT He U3 NPUATHDIX.

— lemoHbl. OHM WAK 332 HaMKM NO NATAM NocnegHuUn rog,. He 3Hato novyemy, HO OHU pPeLLnIn, YTo
A CTaHy xopowmnm Tpodpeem. OH... 3aC/IOHUN MeHA, — Yy Heé 3aapoxKanun rybol. — Tbl npasa, /lapk. A,
4T06 MEHA, He CMOry CMPaBUTbLCA CaMOCTOATENbHO. MHe HyXHa TBOA MOMOLLb.

Kaccasa u oTeu, nogoxayt. Moa cemba NogoXAET, NOKa s cnacy eé oT KaccaBbl. EAMHCTBEHHDIN,
0 KOM A nepexkmBana, 3To benna, a B HacToAWMIM MOMEHT OHa B 6e3onacHoCTM.

— 3w, uau Kk benne. Nomorun e cobpatbca fOMOM, — A HE CMOTpena Ha Hero. — KakTyc, ngm B
FHe34,0 U KON MeHA TaMm.

Hu ogMH M3 MY)XYMH HE MPOPOHUN HKU cnoBa. He 3HAl, MO3BOAMAM AU OHM MHE MPOCTO
KOMaHA0BaTb, AN AeNCTBUTENbHO A0BepAnun. Mnm He obpawann BHUMAHUA. XOTENOCb BEPUTb, YTO
BCE TaKuU J0BePANM.

MeTa XanobHo MmAyKHyNa.

—-Agq?

Al crpebna eé B oxanky.

— Tebe npaBaa HyXHO cnpawmnBaTb, KoWwKa? Tbl byaewb co MHOM. Tbl U KOHb CO MHOM, YTO Obl
HW CTY4MNOCh

LWensep dbIpKHYA U TPSAXHYN KPbIIbSMU.

— Al He KOHb.

— 370 A 06pas3Ho, — A 3aMoN4asia U B3FIAHYIA Ha I1/b. — Thbl Xo4ellb, YTObbI A ybMia 4eMOHOB?
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— HeT, 310 MoOXeT Tonbko McTpebutenb. A xouy, 4ToObl Thl 3aLLMUTUAE MO A04Yb, KOrAa OHa
poauntca. Cnpayb eé rae-HMbyap, rae AeMOHbI €€ He HanayT. Tbl }Ke MOXKellb 3To, NpaBaa’?

TEMHbIN XON04,0K NPOHECCA MO AMKYHIIAM, YyTb 3aTYLUMB MJIAMA OTHA U CKONb3HYB NPU3PaYHON
TEHbIO NO eé nuuy.

— [a, mory. A 4To HacyeT Teba?

— A yseay wux. f OT HMX [OBONALHO AOAFO WANA A3ANEKO, TAaK YTO 3TM KYCKM Oepbma He
nog03peBatoT 0 MoeM pebeHKe. ITU CBONOYM He A0/IXKHbI Y3HATb O €€ CyL,eCTBOBAHUM TaK AO/T0, KakK
HaM y[acTcA 3TO CKPbIBATb.

KaKTyc npouunctun ropno.

— Jlapk, TBOA ceMbA Hy»KgaeTcs B Tebe. Y Teba HeT Ha 3TO BpemeHu

fl pa3BepHynacb M BNepunacb B Hero TAXKENbIM B3rNA4OM, a OT NOACTYNMBLUEro rHeBa C/A0BA
CTaNn pe3knumu:

— MosA cembsa cunTaeT meHsa nornblein. EAMHCTBEHHbIN, KTO BO MHe Hy»XgaeTca, 3To benna, u a
LW/ItO K HERN ANA 3aWMTbl NIOOUMOro My»KUMHY. Pa3Be 3TOro He A0CTaTO4YHO?

Kaktyc nobenen, n y Hero Hanpsrca noabopofok. A OTBEpPHyNacb OT HEro He B COCTOSAHUMU
OCTaBaTbCA cenyac Ao6poii.

— Bonblwe A He cTaHy O6BACHATL CBOM MbICAM M NOCTYNKKU. A Byay AenaTb AUWb TO, YTO CYUTAIO
npaBuabHbIM. fl HyXKHa Innb. U 6onblie TyT HE O YeM FrOBOPUTD.

KaKTyc pe3Ko pa3BepHy/acA M ywén B 3apociu. dw 6naropasymHo npomondan. A Bctana u
nomornaa dnab NogHATLCA. EE pyKM 3amMeTHO TPACAUCH B MOUX.

— Pe6EéHOK Ha nogxope. baagb, Bpam He BOBpeMA CAMACA, — HA 3TON Pppa3e OHa 3a0XHYacb U
paspblganack.  obHANa e€é 1 nornaguna no ronose.

— Tww. Cnesbl 3gecb He nomoryT. [losepsb.

OHa paccmesnnacb, HO CMeX BbILen FOPbKMM, U 3Ta FopeYyb OTAaNaCb BO MHE.

—bnagb. Tel npasa

OHa pe3Ko corHynacb 1 3acToHana.

— J1apk, noxoe... pebEHOK NOABUTCA paHblLe, YeM A OXKuaana. Nonerye, ManeHbKMUN MOHCTP. A
3TOro He nnaHuposana. OHa fonKHa Bblna NOABUTLCA Yepe3 Napy Heaenb.

fl nomorna el yneubca Ha CNMHY, a W CAeNaN OrOHb CU/IbHEE M BCKUNATUA BOAY.

—MNeTa, 34eCb eCTb PAAOM KaKkMe-HNbyab AepeBHU?

— [1a, — OHa KuBHYANa. — [IpUMepHO B TpEX MUANAX K HOTY.

— Bo3bmu KaKTyca 1 cTynaii ¢ HUM. Y3HaiTe, ecTb I Tam aKyLLepKa Uan 3Haxapka.

fl He cTana npoBepATb, MOWA /M OHA BbINOAHATL MOE nopy4vyeHue. B aTom He 6Obino
HeobxoaAMMOCTH

DNNb CTOANA Ha KONEHAX U TAXKENO Apblwana.

— He aymato, 4to BCE cnyumnTca Tak bbicTpo.

— M3 TOro, 4to A 3Hato, AEeTN NOABAAIOTCA TOrAa, KOr4a caMu peLlaT, noapyra.

Al oTCTErHyNa 3acTeXKKy Ha CMMHE U CTAHYA C Heé Bptokn. bernbii ocMoTp fan MHe AOCTaTOYHO
nHpopmaumu.

— Al y>Ke BMXKY ronoBKy. MpurotoBbCA TYXKUTbCA.

Swa a nocagmna B nsronosbe y Inn1b. OH geprKan e, a OHa BNMAACb PYKamMu B ero npegnaeybA.
BbipaxkeHue ero nuua 66110 npocto becueHHbIM; B Apyroe Bpems A bbl paccmeanacb OT ero B3rnsaaa
MO/IHOIO WOKa, 60211 1 yKaca.

—3nnb, gbiwn. OHa yKe Ha noaxoge.

— A BOT ceiyac A Teba HeHaBUXKY, bpam! 3To Tbl, Mep3Koe OTpoabe, cAenan co MHOM, NnomeT
ro6IMHCKOM Wwntoxm! — Kpnyana dn1b NpU CXBaTKax.
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Al BbIMbl/la PYKM B ropsyeit Bode, Kak cmornia. B3sna ogHO M3 Hawux ofdean n CBepHysa ero
psaom ¢ coboi.

— TyXbcs, Innb, — A nocnana en HebonblWoON MMNynbe [lyxa M NOYYBCTBOBAJsa €€ COBCTBEHHOE
C/INSIHUE C HUM.

Cuenus 3ybbl, OHa 3aKpMyasia M HanpAaraacb B NocaegHui pas. Pe6EHOK Bbiwes, U A nonMmana
KpoleyHoe Tesible. A ero nepeBepHyAa BBEPX HOrAaMU M WWAEMHYAA NO NMOMKe.

Mocnblwanca 3BOHKMN BO3MYLLEHHbIM BOMJIb, U A BHOBb NepeBepHyaa MasntoTKy. A 3aBepHya
eé B o4eAs10 1 noaana dnnb.

— Hy BOT 1 Bce. Bce yxKe no3agun. He cnoxHee, yem mUcnedb LWAPAOTKY.

ONNb OTKMHYANACb Ha PYyKM dwy M 3ant0boBanacb cBoen godepbto. Bce MOPLMHKM HA eé nuue
pa3rnaguauch, n B3rnAL noceeTnen.

— O 6oxe.

Al B3rnAHyna Ha 3Wwa WU BCMNOMHWAA Mabiwa C 3010TUCTbIMU 1a3aMK, KOTOPOro mornaa Obl
MMeTb, ecin 6bl ocTanack B Kpae. Cepaue npoH3uaa 6onb. Het. Tomy manbiwy Nnpuwaock 6bl NO3HaTb
y*Kac BOMHbI U NOTEPATb NPMBbLIYHbIN MUP, ecan bbl A Bbibpana TOT NyTb. Hy}XHO BEpUTb, YTO A BCe
Aenato NpaBuUbHO.

Cnycta napy MUHYT nosBMANCh NeTa n KaKTyc BMecTe C CyXOHbKOM NOXMAON KeHWwuHon. OHa
NOBOPKOBana Hag peb&HKoM, nomorna 311b B NepBbli pa3 NPUIOKUTb €ro K rpyam, nornaguna mx
oboux no ronose U ywna.

— [ycTaa Tpata BpemeHun, — nposopyan Kakryc.

— He npaBaga. Mbl He MOr/M 3HaTb TOYHO, YTO pebEéHOK noasuTcs 6e3 npobnem. Ham morna
NOHaA06MTbCA aKyLepKa, — NOAMETUA DLU.

KaKTyC He B3rnaHYA HA MeHA.

— fl cobupatocb B He3a0. YBUAMMCA, Korga Tol npuaéwb, J1apk.

OH ywén, He ycnena a 4to-1nMbo oTBeTUTb. LLieli3ep noBepHY KO MHe Fro/10BY.

— Tbl NO3BOINLLb EMY YITU BOT TaK?

Al noaHana pyky, Ho KakTyc gaxke He obepHyacA B MOKO CTOPOHY. Tak TOMy 1 6bITb.

— OH HanaéT Tam cBOM NyTb. A emy A0BeEPSAIO.

MNeTa noctaBuaa nepegHUe nanbl HA HOMU 311b U NOCMOTPE/IA HA MAbILLKY.

— XopouweHbKaa. OHa MHe HpaBUTCA.

— Y Heé ecTb MMA? — OTCTPAHEHHO CNPOCK/IA A, BCMAaTPMBAACb B JIECHbIE 3aPOCAN, TAE TONbKO
4yTO ncyes Kakryc.

— [a. Mbl c eé oTUOM Npuaymanu e umsa nepeg,... lMepes Tem, Kak OH yLWEn.

OHa Ha3Bana eé umsa, n a KUBHyAa. Xopowee. CunbHoe UMA.

fl nomorna en ycTpouTbCA BMeECTe C A04YEPblO, M OHa KPEenKko 3acHysa. A s cefa y KocTpa u
ycTaBmaacb Ha naama. Pagom moaya nogcen du.

Houb cmeHMnacb yTpom, a In1b Nepuoamnyeckn Npocbinanacb, YToO6bl MOKOPMUTb MAbILLKY.
BOKpyr Hac 4yBCTBOBAa/AUCb NepemeHbl B BO3A4yXe, NPU3bIBHblE KPUKKM MTUL, U KUBOTHbIX. Mup
YAEPKMBANCA NNLLb BPEMEHHO, M CKOPO OT HEero HMYero He OCTaHeTcA.

Ha nATbIn AeHb MOEro BbI3BOJIEHUA U3 TEMHULLbI B MOW MUP CHOBA NPULLIN U3SMEHEHMUA.
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3aKoHUMB KopmuUTb Painun, Innb nogHana ronosy. OTTyaa, rae A CToAna, BpalleHWe uBeTa B
pagyrKKax eé rnas noxo4mao Ha pa3HOLUBETHbIN BogoBopoT. OHa Bena Koro-To.

OHa 3aneneHana ManblwWwKy.

— JlapK, npurnagm 3a Hen.

He ycnena A BO3pa3nTb, KaK OHA BCYyHy/la €€ MHe B pyKu. 1 He xoTena gepxaTb eé. He xoTtena
OLLYLLaTb HEXXHOCTb CMNOKOMHOIO AblXaHMA MaJIEHbKOrO CBEPTKA, A XOTe/la CBOMN CBEPTOK.

DNNb HAaKNOHWNACb U NOAHANA CBON MeY

— Jlapk, Tebe nopa. 3abupait eé n yxoau.

— Y710? — BbIMONBUNA A1, CTOA C peOEHKOM, KaK MANOTKA. INNb CePbE3IHO MOCMOTPENA HA MEeHsA
Heobbl4HbIMM F1a3aMK, NONHbIMMU CNE3.

— 3abepu eé, /lapk. NMpocnegm 3a eé 6e3onacHocTbio. Ecam A Korga-HMbyab cmory, To Hanay eeé.
Tbl e 3Haewb. MeHA HaWAW AeMOHbI.

Al noTAHynacb K cune 3eMan M OLWYTUIA U3MEHEHUSA, COABUM CBETAa U TbMbl. 1 He mornia bbiTb
yBEpPEHa, 4YTO D/1/1b NpaBa, HO MOW OLLYLLEHMA TOBOPUJIN O TOM }Ke. fl WarHyia K Hel n 0bHANa O4HOM
PYKOM Ha Bpemsa ogHOro B340xa. [poasesaa MOMEHT nepeg, HeACHbIM ByayLwmm.

— bepern cebs, 3nnb. A nosabouycb 0 eé 6€30NacHOCTU, O €€ BbINKMBAHUK, YTO Obl MHE HMU
NPULWANOCL ANA 3TOro cAenaTb. Jaxe ecin OHa MeHA BO3HEHAaBUAUT, — NpoLlenTasa 1.

— 3Hato, — TaK e WENOoTomM OTBETMNA OHA. — [103TOMY TONIbKO Tbl CMOXELb 3aWMUTUTbL eé. A ¢
CaMOro Hayasa NoHANA, YTO Tbl 0OCOOEHHadA, MPOCTO He XOTeNa BEPUTb.

A warHyna B CTOPOHY W 3abpanacb Ha Llel3epa, npuxmmasa K cebe pebéHKa. 3w u leta
3anpbIrHYIM N033a4M MEHS, U Mbl NOAHANNCH B HEDO.

Mol B3neTenu, n Kpblaba LLelsepa B cumTaHHbIE CEKYHAbI YHECAN HAcC Bblwe aepeBbeB. CKBO3b
rycTYtO 3aBECY IMCTbEB A BCE eLUE NbiTaNacb BbICMOTPETb IN/b.

[o Hac goHecnochb 3X0 ron0CcoB, a 3aTeM MOKa3a/sioCh, YTO MX PEB LWEN CO BCEX CTOPOH feca. A
OEPHYNa NATKOM M onycTuAa pPyKy Ha cnuHy Leisepa.

— Mbl He MOXXeM BEPHYTbCA, TO/IbKO He C PeOEHKOM, — CKa3an dL.

Al noBena pyKon B CTOPOHY Hallero fareps.

— Al mory BbinrpaTth 414 Heé Bpems.

MeTa BOH3WNA KOITU B MOLO HOTY.

— JlapK, AemMoHbl He aypaku. OHM NOMMYT, 4TO Tbl Nomoraa ei. U npmuayT 3a Toboit. A notTom
HanayT pebéHka.

Al OTKMHYNa ronoBy, NbITasCb BAOXHYTb CKBO3b 0O6pa3oBaBLUNIACA B ropse KoM. bosb 1 ropeyb
60pPONCH C APOCTbIO, KOTOPYIO A NbITaNaCb YCMUPUTb.

— OHa... OHa He 3acNyXMBAET CMePTU.

— Tbl He MOMKelWb 3HaTb TOYHO, YTO OHA YMPET, — CKas3aa duW, HO B €ro roaoce CAbllWanacb
COMHeHue.

LWensep pesko cBepHya. MHe npuwaocb npuKaTb K cebe ManbllwKy, U A 3acTaBuna cebs
NoOCMOTPeTb Ha Heé. TeMHO-KalTaHOBble TycTble BOJIOCbI M cCepble Nasa, Kak U y O6ONbLMHCTBA
noackux geten. OQHAKO B HUX YXKe BUAHENNCb UCKPbI 30/10TOr0, LWOKOAQLHOIO U U3YMPYLHOro
L,BeTOB. VICKpbI, YTO O4HaxKAbl NPUBEAYT €€ Ha Ty }Ke TPpony, YTo U y maTepu. A nposena nanbLem no
eé LiekKe.

— Cnn, Kpoxa.

Mo Teny npownu BOAHbI [lyxa, nyraA MeHA, NMOKA Ma/ibillKa He 3aKpblaa rN1asa, 3eBHyNAA U
3a4pemana, Mb TOr4a MO 3N1IEMEHT OTCTYNUA.

Lensep nog Hamu B34POrHY/1 BCEM TENIOM.

—Kyna?
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PelueHune y»<e 6bl/1I0 rOTOBO:

— B Tny6uHy.

Becb nyTb A0 CKpbITOro octpoBa mbl netenn 6e3 npobnem. Koraa mbl NpM3emMannuncb Ha
necyaHOM NAAXKe, Ha Kpato BnageHun FnybuHbl, goma YHOUH, yTpPeHHee COMHLUE AWlb HAyaso
BbIFNAAbIBATL M3-32 TOPU3OHTA.

— Tbl yBepeHa, Jlapk?

3n cnes c Wersepa n cmoTpen Ha MeHA ¢ 3eMan. 1 nociana emy pobKyto ybIOKy.

— beperun benny, noxanyiicrta.  6oablle HUKOMY HE MOTY AOBEPUTb 3TO.

Bnoccom a nocnana 3awmwaTh e€ ABa roga Hasag, U He mor/ia b6biTb YBepeHa, YTo OHa Bce elé
3pecb. Ecnm KaccaBa BepHynacb v B3fina BAacTb B CBOWM PyKM, OHA 6e3 COMHeHWs npu3Bana BCex
CBOMX CTPAXKeN N DHAEPOB.

Al neperHynacb Yyepes LLensepa n noyenosana Juwa.

—Mepepan en, Kak a ntobato eé€. CKarku... CKaXKkK, YTo Y HAC BCe NOAYYNTCA, KaK-HNOYap.

OH NOAMUTHYN MHE.

— MoeT 6bITb, OHa NOMAET C HAMWU Ha 06eLLLaHHbIM NeguKop?

Mot cmex yanBuAN gaxke MeHs.

— [a. To4Ho.

A yoapuna Lelisepa no 60kam NATKamMM, U Mbl B3MbI/IM B HEGO C BMpaXKOM, M3-3a KOTOPOTo
MeTe NPULINOCL BIUTLCA KOFTAMW MHe B begpa.

— [1ebUNbHbIN KOHb! — B3BM3rHYAa OHA, OT YEro OH /INLWb 3aWENCA PHAHMEM U CMEXOM.

— Tynopblnana Kowkal

PebEHOK MPOCHYANCH, M A NMOKOPMMUIA €€ eAUHCTBEHHOW OYTbIIOYKOM MONOKA, OCTaB/IEHHbIM
3nnb. OgHOM BYTbINIKM HE XBAaTUT HAZO/ro

— [lepucb 3anagHoro 6epera. Mbl OCTaHOBMMCS, KOTAa A YXKe He CMOTY YCMOKOUTb eé.

LWe3ep notaHyncs.

— Y MeHA HEeT HX ManenLwero *XenaHus cablwaTb eé Bonau.

— Y MeHA ToXe, — CKasana A, NpoBeaa NanbLem No AeTCKOMY IMYUKY M CHOBA eé Hatokas.

MpoLwno ewwe TpM Yaca, U OHA NPOCHY1ACb, €€ roN04HbIM NAaY A YCNOKOUTb HE MOrAa.

Mbl ornbanu KBapTan C KMPMNUYHbIMM AOMAMU U BbICOKMMM 3abopamu. BbiCOKO cBeTuBLUEE
NnoNyAeHHOe CO/HLUE BOBCE HEe Pacnofiarasio K OweioMUTENIbHOMY NOSBAEHUIO B MUpe Ntoaen, HO Y
Hac He 6blno BbiIxoAa. MHe HyXHO 6bl710 0cTaBUTb pebéHKa B 6e3onacHom mecTe.

Mbl NPU3EMAUNIUCE HA TaKOM e CTPaHHOM /yXalKe CO CTPUMKEHHOM TpaBoM U UAeanbHOM
bopmbl LBETAMM M AEPEBbAMM, KaK U B NPOLW/bIA pa3, KOr4a Mbl MPULLAM B YENOBEYECKUA Mup. A
cnpbirHyna c Lllensepa.

MeTa NOTAHyNAcb U NPbIrHYAA Nepeao MHOM. fl nocnewnna 3a Hel, packaunmBaHMe npu xoabbe
HEMHOrO YCMOKOMI0 MasnbllWKy, U1 OHA TUXOHbKO BCXAMMbIBaNa. BpemeHn npuampatbcs K MecTy, rae
eé 0CTaBWUTb, He OblNo.

—lMeTa, A mory yKpbITb €€ yxom? CaenaTb HEBUAMMOM AN1A CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOIO MUpa?

MeTa ocTaHOBMAACH U pPa3BePHY/IAa KO MHE r010BYy

—Monarato, 3T0 BO3MOXXHO. HO HEBUAMMOCTb Pa3BEETCA Yepe3 Bpems, A TaK AyMalo.

— Yepes Kakoe?

OHa npusagymanaco. fl Kayana pebéHKa, YToObl OH He pacKkanpUsHMUYancs.

—MeTa, aymam 6bicTpee.

— 3aBUCKT OT TOFO, CKOJIbKO CUJIbl Tbl BNOKWLLb, BO3MOXHO, TBOEN CUJIbl XBAaTUT NIET Ha AECATD.
Bo3moskHO, bosblue.

— 3TOro 40CTaToO4YHO.
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Ha nby BbicTynna noT, cTonno nogymatb o cobcTBeHHOW aBaHTiope. Micnonb3oBaHue [yxa B
NPOLLIOM NPOCTO TaK MHe He 06xoannoch.

O6nu3as rybol, A npurkana Kk cebe pebéHka n npmssana Ayx.

— 3aWmMTh €€ Kak MOXKHO A0/blle OT 313, OT TeX, KTO MOXKET NPUYMHUTL el Bpea,

KpolweyHoi BcnbiwKoM [lyx AeBOYKM OTO3BAICA HA MO0 Npocbby. OTo3Banach Ta €€ 4acTb, YTO
caenana eé matb MuWenKon, Ta YacTb, UTO oAHaxKAabl caenaet Uwenkon eé camy. [yx 3actpywacs
CKBO3b MEHSA, C/IOBHO pyyeek, onyTbiBaA Hac obeunx, cBA3bIBaA BMecTe. 1 OMyCTM/Iacb HA KOMEHMW,
OTAaBan CBOIO 3Hepruto. NoHMMas, YTO 3TO 3aWUTUT eé. YOeperkerT.

Al 6bl caenana 3To, Aarke ecam 6bl Innb He Npocuia. He morna onucaTb cn1oBamu, HO BbIsIO YTO-
TO B ManbllwKe... YTo A NoHMMana, oHa ocobeHHas. oyb Uctpebutena, goub Muieliku, oHa Hecna B
cebe cmny OByx MOrywectBeHHbIXx poaoB. fl OTKpblLAa rnasa M nocmoTtpesna Ha eé anymko. OHa
NoAHANA PYYKY M NOTPOrana Mon Hoc.

— ManblwkKa... gymato, Tebe NoHagobmuTca BCA BO3MOMKHAA NMOMOLLb, MON MaNeHbKUA apyr, —
npowenTtana A en.

MeTa yTKHy/lacb MHe Hocom B begpo.

—Tuxo. Pagom age XeHLWMHbI FOBOPAT, YTO KTO-TO HE MOXKET UMETb AETEN.

CuTyauma Kasanacb CAUWKOM MAaeanbHbIN, YTOObI HE 3aN0A03PUTb B HEWN PYKY CyAbbObl.

Al nogHANa B3rNa4 U yBuaena CTPOMHYIO MOIOAYIO MKEHLLMHY CO CBET/IbIMM, NOYTU KaK Y MeHSA,
BOoJIocamu. [Na3a No/HbI CNe3, PyKa Ha *KUBOTE; OHa Kavana rosIoBOw.

Al noYyBCTBOBANA, YTO MEHSA TAHET K HEM, U NOBMHOBANACb MHCTUHKTaM.

—MeTa, Mbl BepHemcA K Helt. MpoBepuTsb.

MHe He HY)XHO O6bl10 06BACHATL 3a4yem. Mbl 06e 3Hanu, YTo INb He BEepPHETCA 3a cBoel
[04epbto. He B 3TOM *KU3HM.

MeTa cornacHo 3aknBa/sa ronoBoiA.

— KoHeuHo, BepHemcA, — CT0BHO APYrMX BAPUAHTOB U ObITb HE MOT/10.

Al HanpaBunack K *KeHwuHe. E€ nogpyra ywna, M oHa cuaena ogHa Ha cKameike.

— Tbl Xouellb pebéHKka?

OHa fépHyna ronosom.  nocmoTpena Ha eé 3annakaHHoe AnLo

—Y10?

fl He cTana *KAaTb APYrUX CNOB, MPOCTO Nepesana el B pyKu pebeHka.

— EM Hy)XHa maTb. Bo3bmu eé.

Y Heé oTBMC/Ia YeNtoCTb, KOraa A NoNATUAACD.

— Tebe oHa TOXe HYKHa.

OHa npurkana eé K cebe.

— Kak... Mouemy?

— MpocTo uHorga... BcAakoe cnyyaetca. Mnoxoe u xopowee. Ceryac NpoucxoamT xopoLlee.
Nobun eé. 3awmuiain. Obyyaii. CTaHb el maTepbio.

Al npooKana NATUTLCA, YYBCTBYA, CNIOBHO KaKMM-TO 0b6pa3om HBpocato Kpoxy.

— Y Heé ecTb nma?

Al KuBHYNa n ynblbHyNacob.

— E€ 30ByT Painnun. Mma BoMHa ¢ cepauem BOMHa.

Kasanocb, MMp BOKPYr Hac 3acTbla, CNOBHO BCE/NEHHaA B3fna naysy, 4Tobbl 3aneyvyaTneTb 3TOT
mur. l ocosHaBana 3To B NOJIHON Mepe, CNOBHO Mbl CTOMM Ha NepenyTbe, U A OrnaAblBatoch, ragasn,
npasuAbHbIN 11 BblIbOp Aenato.

JlornyHo 66110 6bl NOYYBCTBOBATDL YrKac.

Mol ¢ NeToi 0AHOBPEMEHHO PAa3BEPHYAUCH U NYCTUANCL B 0OpaTHbIN NyTh.

— OHa nontobut eé, — ckasana lNeta. — Mo rnasam sBMAaHoO.
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— [axke ecnu n HeT, 3To He BaxKHO. Mbl BepHeMcs, 1 ecnn notpebyetcsa... A cama eé Bbipally, —
CnoBa copBanucb camu no cebe, HO A NOHANA, YTO 3TO AEUCTBUTENBLHO TaK.

Al cama no3abouycb, ecnm Mbl OLLIMBANCD B KEHLUMHE.

Bo3MOXKHO, rae-To ryboKo A NpakTUYeCcKn meytana, Ytobbl Mbl B HEM OWIMBANCS.
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He34,0 BCTPETUIO HAC TaKUM Ke, KaKMM Mbl ero noknganu. O6aysaemoe BeTpamu, CKpbIToe
o61aKkaMu 1 Nog, KPblIOM KOpoieBbl Apun.

— ['ae Ham npusemanTbea? — LLlensep OTKNOHWACA BMPaBO, 3axo4A Ha Kpyr Hag Hesgom u
cnepyA 3a NOTOKOM BeTpa.

— B TpoHHoOM 3ane.

CTOMN0 MHe CKasaTb 3TO, KaK OH Hayan CTPeMUTENbHbIA CMYCK, NpuyKaB K cebe Kpbliba U
NPoHM3bIBaA o6naKa no cnupanu. fl cxkana ero KoneHamu, a MNeTa BNuaacb B MeHA Kortamu. Betep
Tepebun eé wepcTb, a rnasa 3acne3namnch.

— HeHaBuiKy 3Ty nowagb. N Hago ke MHe BbiN0 NpegnoXKuTb NAbITb K HEMY, — A,0BOJ/IbHO rpy6o,
HO 6€33/106HO NpoM3Heca oHa.

OH paccmesnca v pacnpaBua Kpblnba. He gaB Ham ynacTb BCEro 3a HECKONbKO ¢yToB OT nosa.
OH rpaumMo3HO NpU3eMANACS, rapuys u dbipkas.

A cnewwnnacb. Cyaa no cueHe nepes, Hamu, Mbl NpepBann YTO-TO BeCbMa 3HaymMmoe. Y
NOAHOMMA TPOHA HA KOJIEHAX CTOANN YeTblpe XeHLWMHbl. Koponesa nogHANa B3rna4 caenbix rnas,
CNOBHO npuBeTcTByA MeHA. CneBa oT meHs ctoan Kaktyc mexay Asyx Cunbdos. OH eaBa 3aMeTHO
KWMBHYN MHe.

— Ax, JlTakcnep. Kak BuKy, Tbl BOBpemA, — NOCMENBAACL, NponsHecna Apua. — A Hageanacob, 4To
Tbl ycrneewb.

Al BblWNa BNepéa, Ha Xo4y COeANHAA NOSIOBMHKN CBOEro KOMbA.

— Al npmwna 3a oTuom. HM 6onblie HU MeHbLUe.

Eé 6poBwn B3NneTeNn BBEpX.

— OunTa, A rosopto npasay. Ero HeT 3geck. He 6bin0 TOrga, HET 1 cenvac.

OHa roBopuna npasay, A 4yBCTBOBana. Al Hauenuna Ha Heé kKonbe, U Cunbdbl BOKPYr Hac
3aweBennnacb. JHAepbl B 6enbix KOXKaHbIX OAeXKAaxX ABUHYIUCL Ha MEHS, BCTaBMB Bnepén ocTpua
cBoMX opyauit. A pomkHa bblia ucnyratbca, 3abecnokonTbeA.

Ho cTpaxa A He yyscTBana.

— fl 3Hato, YTO Tbl rOBOPMLWb YeCTHO. Ho 3TO He aenaeT Teba npasoii.

fl onycTuna Konbe, NpUKas TyNnow KoHeL, K Nony.

OHa xnonHyna B 1a4oLWwu.

— JHaepsbl, oT60. OHa MHe He yrporkaeT. [ae Tbl 6bina, /lapk? Bce 3Tn gBa roaa, yto 1eba He
6b110, Teba cumnTanu nornbein. O4HAKO Tbl CHOBA TYT B MOMCKaxX ropavo AlobMMOoro oTua.

fl xoTena orpbI3HYTLCA, CKa3aB, YTO OTeL, KaKOM YrogHO, HO He ropaYo tobumMbln. YTo emy Anwb
HYHO MCNOJIHWUTb CBOM AOT M HA3BaTb AOCTOMHOro NpeemHmKa. Ho cnosa Tak n He NPO3BYyYaIW.

— B TaHOI Kamepe.

Mocnbiwanca ApyKHbIN B34,0X.

ApuA OTKMHYNACb Ha CMINHKY.

— KaK e Tebe yaanoch BbIXKUTL?

OT 04HOrO NMLWb BOCMOMUHAHMA O TEMHULE FpyAb CIOBHO CKOBAA CTpax.

— fl 3pecb 13-3a 0TUA. MIAK Tbl NO3BONNLLL MHE €ro NOUCKKU, UK A pa3Hecy TBOM AoM. Bbibop 3a
TO6OMN.

MeTa B dopme KOLIKM NO3aAN MeHA BTAHYAA BO3A4yX. [10 Halwewn cBA3M A ynoBUNa eé yanBAeHue.
A We#3ep 3a HalWMmMM cNMHaMK B6MA KONbITOM NO MNAUTKeE.

— Ecnv noHagobuTcs, A nomato 1ebs, Slapk.

KeHLMHbI Ha KONeHAX CMOTPEeM Ha Hac BO Bce rnas3a. Kpome oaHoi. OHa 6blna ganeko cnesa,
M OHa NOAHANACH.

— Al aTOro He notepnato. A HacnegHUUA TPOHA. Mama, BEpHEMCA K LLepeMOHUN.
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— Homa, ycrnokomcs, Ao4Yb MOsi, — CMOKOMHbIM, He TepPnALLMM BO3PaXKEHNN TOHOM NPOU3HEcNa
Apwusa.

— CTtapyxa, Tbl C/IMWIKOM AONrO NpaBuaa, — pABKHyNa Homa, NoBEpHYBLUMCb KO MHE CMIMHOMN U
nogHAB PYKW. BoKpyr eé nanbues M NafoHen 3anasacanm UCKpbl LseTa roiyboro candumpa.

Y MeHA He 0CTaNoCb COMHEHWI B yBUAEHHOM. HOMa morna npusieKaTb CUay BOAbl, UCNONb3YA
Mmarmyeckui canoup. MATbI M NocnegHNn KameHb MUPa dNemeHTanen; y Heé bbin candup YHAWH.
OHa pMHyNacb K CTyneHbKam TPOHa.

Bce 370 NnpoHecnoch B rosioBe MeHee, YemM 3a O4MH ygap cepgua. A noTaHynacb K 3emne, 1 cuna
MOLLHOM BONIHOM 06pywnaacb Ha MeHs. i pe3Ko OTTONIKHYNACb A1S NPbIXKKA, U 3eMAnA B34blbMNACh
nog, HOramm, HO 3TO MEHA COBCEM He CMYTKNO. A oyyTUnacb pagom ¢ Homown, Kotopas nogHANach K
cBOeM matepu n obxeatuna pykamum eé weto. POT M HOC KOPONEeBbl OKA3a/MCb B BOAHOM My3blpe.
BO3MOXHO, CAMLLIKOM TOHKOM, YTOObI CTaTb 3aMETHbIM A8 APYTUX, HO CYTU 3TO HE MEHANO.

fl MeTHyna Konbe Npu NPU3EeMNEHUU, OCTPMEM HALLEAUBLUIMCb B OCHOBaHME ronosbl Hombl.
NpeanbHblt 6pOCOK, KOTOpOro oHa 6Obl garke He Mo4yBCTBOBasa, HACTO/NbKO BCe 6bIcTpO 6Ob
NPOU30LWO.

Ho B 3TOT MUI MeHA HacTUr NOpbIB BETPA, OTKMHYB K KaMEHHOWN CTeHe. Y MeHA nepexsaTunio
AbIXaHMe, N Ha MFHOBEHME NOKa3a/socb, YTO 3T0 Cunbd Nepekpbin MHe JOCTYyNn BO3Ayxa. Al Bce Taku
BAOXHYNA, HO INLWb ANA TOTrO, YTOObI KPUKHYTb:

— OHa ybbeT Bawy Koponesy!

Mepep rnasamun okasanuco benble ogexabl IHAepa.

— Toraa Kopo/sieBe He cToOMN0 06bABNATL eé byayLiel npeeMHULEN

MoprHyB, A nogHAna B3rnag Ha Camapy. OHa M3meHWnachb 3a ABa roga. Fnasa ctanu KEectye, a
noabopoaoK paccekan 3acTapenblii rpybbii wWpam.

— OHa ybuBaeT eé Bogoun. He Bo3ayxom.

Camapa passepHyniacb. He caBurasacb ¢ mecta, A MeTHy/1la KoNbe U nonana B NOACHULY Hombl.
CoBCceM He YMCTO, HO OHA OTMPAHYA OT CBOEM MaTepu U C KPMKOM NOBaNMAACh HA 3EeMAIHO.

ApuAa HeNoBKO NoZanacb Hasaz, U B TPOHHOM 3a/1e NOCAbIWANCA 3BYK NPOANBLUENCA BOAbI.

— B3AaTb €€, — BblgoOXHYNA ApuA.

dHAEepbl B MTHOBEHME OKPYXUAM Homy. Tpu Konbs OnyCTUAUCL K Hel ogHoBpemeHHo. KonbA
Bopeaca, ntobmoro dHAEepa KOPoiEeBbl, U ABYX APYIUX.

ApuA NOWATHYBLUMCb ONYCTUNACh Ha KONeHU. bopeac NOAOWEN K Helt U MOMOT NOAHATLCA.

— Cnacubo..

— Mos KoposieBa, B 3TOM HET HEOHXOAMMOCTUN, — NPOLIENTAl OH CAMOAOBONbHO.

OHa fana eMy 40BOJIbHO CU/IbHYIO MOLWEYMHY, OCTaBUBLUYHO OTNEYATOK.

— Tbl 661 NO03BOANA el YOUTb MeHA. 3To JTakcnep ocTaHOBMAA eé€.

Bopeac nobenen; oT WOKa UM 310CTM — A He pa3obpana.

ApuA BTAHYNA BO3A4YX, HAarHyacb K Teny Hombl 1 B3ana y TOM 4TO-TO.

— TeppanuHr, Tbl 3Haelb, YTO 3TO? — OHa NPOTAHYNA MHe ronybon KameHb, NepesiMBaBLLINICS,
CNOBHO BOJIHbI OKeaHa.

- [a.

— Otpan ero ®mvHAn. OH NoHaaobuTCA AeBOYKe.

ApuA KMHYNA ero MHe, HO B PYKW OH TaK 1 He nonan.

Ero nonman nopbiB BeTpa M WBbIPHYA NO Noay K Horam Camapbl. OHa HAaKNOHMAACh U NOAHANA
€ro, HO He 3TO NPMBAEKNO0 MOE BHMMaHMe. U3 TeHM no3aan Heé Bblwaa XKeHwmHa. EaAnHcTBeHHas,
Koro 6bl 1 ybuna c ya4oBO/IbCTBMEM, M HA Ybeli MOrUAE C TAKUM e YA0BONbCTBMEM cniAcana bbl. Ta,
4TO YKpaaa y MeHA CEMbIO.

— KaccaBa, — npowunnena a eé nma.
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— Jlakcnep, Kak MU0 C TBOEM CTOPOHbI NpUnTK ctoga. Kak npeackasyemo. OH 6bl HUKOraa He
caenan ana teba Toro e, 1 06 aTom nosabotmnacb, — oHa obepHynacb 3a Kem-TO, BbITallMaa 3a
cob60 1 TO/IKHYyNa BNepéa.

Moli1 oTel, pacnsiacTanca Ha KMBOTe, ero rnasa MyTHO 6nectenu, CNOBHO OH nepebpan ¢
MAKOBbIMUW CEMEHaMMU.

MeTa BbiWwNa BNepén, BcaA e€ WepcTb BCTana Abloom.

— 3To Ta camas cyKa. f pa3opBy el ropo.

— Het, — ckazana a. — OHa mos, lNeTa. TonbKko mos.

Al nepesBena B3rnA4 c otya Ha Kaccasy.

— Hy uTo K, A 34ecb. Tbl CTONILKO pa3 MnbiTanacb MmeHA youTb, a A Bce eweé »Knea 1 340p0Ba, — A
pa3Besia PyKu B CTOPOHbI. — MOXKeT 6bITb, Tbl 3aX04ellb NPOBEPUTb, HACKOIbKO CU/IbHEE MEHA?

OHa yXmMblAbHYNACh.

— [larKe He NOMHTepecyeLwbCA, MOYEMY Bbl BCTPETUANCH 34ECh?

En oTBeTnna Apus:

— D/IeMeHTaNM YXKe AaBHO He CPpaXKaincb OTKPbLITO C UCNOAb30BaHWeEM cunbl, Kaccasa. He genait
aToro.

A noHMmana, 4To MmeeT B BuUay ApuA. butea TeppasnHIOB MOXKET MOBAeYb OrPOMHble
paspyweHuna. OT KOTopbIX NOCTpagaeT MHe3go.

KaccaBa nmwb ycMexHynace.

— YK He Tbl M CO CBOMMM NOAbMM OCTAHOBMLb Hac, cTapyxa? Mau Tbl npuaepumBaeLllbca
AaHHbIX 6OrMHel NpaBua, MeasIeHHO U3XKMBAKOLMX Hall HapoA?

Apwua 3acTblna.

— Mbl He BmeLwwMBaemcA. TakoB Hal NyTb.

Cnnbdbl Ha4anu NATUTLCA.

KaccaBa cHAna C weun nogsecky ¢ KamHem. U3ympygom, 4to A otaana benne. Usympygom,
AaloWMM Bnagenbuy cuay 3emaun, a B CAyyae, eciv Bnagenel yxKe Hecét B cebe 3ty cuay,
YMHOXAIOLWMM €€ MHOTOKPATHO.

YepBunBOE AEPbMO U 3e/EHbIE MAN0YKMK, STO YXKE HEXOPOLLO.

Mepeno MHOM pa3BOpaYMBaiacb PeanbHOCTb, YTO A yKe Buaena. Ecam naympyg y Kaccaseol, 4to
Torpa c bennoi?

fl cobpana oCTaTKM BblAEPKKM TOIbKO YTOObI HE HABPOCUTLCA Ha HEE B Cnenoi ApoCTM.

— Y70 TbI C HEW caenana?

— C yero Tbl B3s/1a, YTO A HABPEXKY CBOEN CTapluein goyepu? — cnagkme cnosa obopayunBanunco
A00M ONA MOUX YLLIEN.

— C TOro, YTO Tbl YHUUTOXKaelb N060ro, KTO OCMeNncs NPoOTUBOCTOATb Tebe, Aaxe Toro, Komy
Tbl CaMa [,aN1a *KMU3Hb. Tbl yHUUTOXKMNA PeliBaHa.

— [onaraewb, OHa He cama OTgana MHe KameHb? A y PeliBaHa CO MHOM npeKpacHble
B3aMMOOTHOLEHKSA, — Bo3pa3mia Kaccasa, oHa 06a1n3Hyna rybobl, a rnasa ceepkanm 3n1060M.

OTey, NpUNOAHANCA HA IOKTU, B3rNA4 YyTb NPOACHUACA.

— benna BbIKynnaa cBO XM3Hb U KM3Hb pebEHKa 3a usympya, J1apk.

KaccaBa nogowna K Hemy W nNHyna B 60K. OH 3aCTOHan, XOTS COMHEBaloCb, YTO yaap Obin
cunbHbii. CKopee Bcero, oH yxe m3but. Cnycta aBa roga nog npucmoTpom KaccaBbl y Hero,
BEPOATHO, HAKOMWUNOCb AOCTAaTOYHOE KOIMUYECTBO BHYTPEHHMX MNOBPEKAEHUN.

Mosaaun Hac Apua npolwenTtana:

— JTO y»KaCHO Mo OTHOLWEHUIO K Moum Cunbdam.

Ho a He cnycKana rnas c Kaccassl.

— Mbl 3aKOHUYMAM C UTpamu, cyKa. Mpuwno Tebe Bpemsa OTBETUTL 3a BCE NPECTYN/IEHUS.
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— CornacHa, nopa KoH4YaTb C Urpamu. Tbl CTOANA Y MEHA HA MYTU C CamMOro poxaeHua. anb, 4To
He ybuna Teba eweé Toraa.

Al obxogmna eé, noaANUTbIBAaACb CUAOM 3emnan A0 Tex Nop, NOoKa OHa OyKBasbHO He Havana
6ypnnuTb BO mMHe. Y KaccaBbl CBEpPKHY/AM rnas3a, U A yBuaena B HWUX OTpakeHwe 6esymua oTua.
besymune. OHa cowna ¢ yma OT UCNONb30BaHMA [lyxa 3a BCe 3TU roAbl, A 3TO NOHMMaNa.

OHa paccmennacs.

— [lypa, TakaA e, KaK n TBon oTel,. OH AymMan, YTO CMOXKET AepKaTb MeHA B y3ae. M nocmoTpu
Tenepb, Kak OH NPECMbIKAeTCA Y MOMUX HOT.

MNeTa 3apbl4ana n ocKanmnace.

— A 3pecb, JlapK. Mbl ogoneem eé smecre.

OHa npaBga. [leTa MOXeT CpasnTbCA CO MHOM, OHa YacTb MeHs. COOKy nowesennnca Kaktyc, u a
BbICTaBMNA KOMbe, He AaBasa eMy ABUraTbCA.

— Hert. Y10 6bI HM CAYUMNOCH, HE BMELLMBAMCA.

—J1apk, He...

3emna noa HUM B34pI6UNACH M OTKMHYNA €ro Yepes BCHO TPOHHYHO 3ahy.

Al pasBepHyna Konbe 1 Hauenuna ero Ha Kaccasy. [JOBO/IbHO YXMbINAACb, OHA NPUKPbIAA rON0BY
B NPUTBOPHOWM 3aLuuTe.

— Mwnas Nakcnep. lymato, Tebe nopa oTAPaBUTLCA K CBOEM MaTepu.

E€ cnoBa Konokonom 3a3BeHenu B ywax. K moeit matepu. Ho He K bpamnn? OHa nobegHo
yNbl6HYyNacCh.

— TaK 1 ecTb, NoNyKpoBKa. OH KunB. Ho cpasy ympeT, eciv Tbl He NPEKNOHULILCA NPeao MHOW.
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I'raBa 23

JIXKET, oHa NKET. Ho Apumn yaanock BbIBECTU MeHA U3 OLeneHeHns:

— OHa CKaKeT 4To yrogHo, 4tobbl ocTaHOBUTb TebA, anTA 3eman. OHa 3HAET, YTO Tbl CUNbHEe
Heé. [laxe C nsympyaom.

Al perictBoBana Ha aBTOMaTe, MHOK YNPABAAAN MHCTUHKTbI M 310CTb. 1 NPbIrHYAA C NOAHATLIM
Haf ronoBoK Konbem, uenack Kaccase B cepgue.

OHa KpPUKHYNA C NepeKOoLIEeHHbIM IMLOM U BCKMHYNA pyKy. Ob6BMBatoLME €€ PYKM U TENO INHUM
CU/bl CBEPKaNM, NynbCUpys 3eNEHbIM LBeTOM. fl NOHMMana, YTo OHa cobupanacb caenatb, HO He
MOTN1a OCTaHOBWUTb 3aHeCeHHbIN yaap. B meHA noneten 06n10mMOK cKanbl 1 ygapun cboky. Ho B aToT
MWT 5 pacLlennaa ero B Nbiab, 36exaB 601e3HEHHOro CTO/IKHOBEHMA.

Y KaccaBbl paclwimpuance rnasa, Korga s npusemamnacb pAagom ¢ Hel, a BOKPYTr Hac KAybunmch
YaCTMYKM pacLLenneHHOoM B MyKy 3eMan. Hukakmx cnos. C meHA XBaTUT Pa3roBopoOB.

Al 6pocmnacb Ha Heé, Lenacb Konbem B KMBOT. OHA pa3BepHy/acb M HanpaBuaa PyKU Kyaa-To
nosaan meHA. YepT, OHa CAULWKOM BbICTpas. INemMeHTan, C KOTOPbIMU MHEe NPUXOAUNOCH APaTbCs,
66l MeaneHHee B UCNOAb30BaHMM cuabl. OHM NpU3bIBaNuM €€, A BUAeNa UX HaMepeHUa B IMHUAX
CUNbl n morna n3bexatb yaapa.

A c KaccaBol y meHs He 6bl710 BpeMeHU MexKay BbI30OBOM CUAbl M Bpockom. A He 3Hana, bbin an
NPUYMHON TOMY U3YMPYZ UIN YTO-TO eLLE, HO B KOHEYHOM MTOre 3TO U HE BaXKHO.

3emna nogo MHoK Ablbunacb, U A cTapanacb caepxatb e€. KaccaBa oTBneKkana meHA Ha
Ka)kZOM Lary, yto A genana K Heil. HakoHeu, s 6pocunia Konbe. 3TO He Ta OWUTBa, rae OHO MHe
NOMOKeT.

— Cpaéuwbea?

— fl TonbKo Havana.

Mb! WBbIPAAUCHL APYT B Apyra NOTOKaMM IHEPruun, To onepexkas, To OTCTyNnasn; HUKTO U3 HAc He
caasanca. Hawwm cunbl 6binM NPaKTUYECKU paBHbl, HU 0g4HA He moria nobeantb. C Anua cTekan nor,
HOMW TPAC/IUCH TaK, CIOBHO A NpobeXKana MHOro Mub.

[He340 pa3BaNMBANOCh KaMeHb 32 KAMHEM, CTEHbl U COOPYXKEHWUA HaZ HAaMK PacCbiNaancb U
pa3neTanncb B OKPYKatowunii HaC Mup.

KaccaBa 3aHecna ofHy pyKy Hag Apyroi, HO 6bICTPO OonycTMAA M MaxHy/la NanbLaMW B MO
CTOPOHy. MAnTKa noa Horamu passoMUAacb, NOKA3aNO0Cb, YTO ropa NOAHMMAETCA, YTOObl CXBAaTUTb
MEHSA 32 HOTU M NPUTBO34UTb MEHA K MECTY.

Al OTKMHYyNa OoT ceba KaMHW M HENOBHO NOAANAack B HOK, OKa3aBLIMCb PAAOM C OTLOM.

— Jlapk. Meckn Hamunbuu, — 3akpuyana Meta.

OHa npaBa, A MOry UCNo/ab30BaTb Ty e TaKTUKY, YTO U B nycTbiHe. Ho Hy»KHO obe3onacuTtb
apysen.

— Wew3zep, ynetai! — KpuKHyna A. KoHb ¢PbIpKHYA, 3@ YemM NocnenoBan 3BYK pacnpaBafembixX
KpblNbes.

Kaccasa paccmesnace.

— Bcé ewé nbiTaewbca cnactu gpysen? A oTbiwy u yobio nx Bcex, JlapK. Kak TonbKo NpuKoH4y
TebA.

fl nogoABMHynacb K OTUY W NpUXanacb NafoHAMM K nauTke. Pacwenums e€, A cmorna
NPUKOCHYTbCA K OCHOBAHMIO MOA HeW, CMOr/aa No-HACToAWEMY OLWyYTUTb ropy. BHyTpu MpoknAaTbIx
CKan Tanancb Nyt CUAbl, YTO B3biBasla KO MHE; UX OCTaBMIM dnemeHTann, noctpomswme MHesgo. A
4yyBCTBOBaNA MX NOA NASOHAMM, NOA CBOEN KOXeW, B CBOen aylue.

Kak Boay M3 pek NOCTaBAANAN aKBEAYKM, TaK dIHepreTUyeckme MOTOKM, NiexKalime B OCHOBAHUM
ropbl n He3aa, HANONHANM MeHA, N03BOAAA NOAYYMTb 6ONbLLUYIO CUAy, Yem cmorna 6bl A cama. 3emns
noAanacb NoA NafloHAMM, 1aCKOBO O6HMMaAA UX
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Al no4yyBCTBOBA/IA B34,0X ropbl, CNOBHO B340X 0bneryeHua. Bpema npuwno.

KaccaBa cHoBa paccmesnacb, OTKMHYB roJioBYy.

— Tebe Bce elWE HYXHO MPUKOCHYTbCA K 3emse, 4yTobbl npu3BaTb €€ cuay? boruHa, Tbl
HUKYEMHaA.

—MNeTa, Kaktyc. [epxutecb pagom.

[Baxabl NPOCUTb He NpUWAOoCh. MeTa MUrom NpbIrHy/a KO MHe, cpa3y 3a Hel noabexan u
npucen cboky Kakrtyc. Fopa... Jna MeHA OHa OLLyLLaNacb XMBbIM CYLLECTBOM, MeAJIEHHO AENAIOLUNM
BAOX. POBHO KaK M1 B NpoLWbIiA pas, Korga BO MHe NPOCHYNACh YCUEHHAA 3TUM MEeCTOM CUAa, A CHOBA
YyBCTBOBA/Ia €€ Npu3bIB.

Cmex KaccaBbl NpekpaTuaca TaK e BbbICTpo, Kak MU Havanca. 3emnsa nog Hamu BTaHyna [leTy,
KakTyca n meHA, n Mbl OKa3aauncb Mo NOAC B JIOBYLUKE.

M3-nog ocTaBliencs NAUTKM HA NOAY NOABAAAMCL N03bl, CBA3bIBAA HAaC TPOWMX CNIOBHO LENbIO.
OHM CKMMANM HaC TaK, 4TO A yKe eaBa Morna BAOXHYTb, HO A NPOA0/IXKana caen0BaTh TPONam CUibl,
YTO MOKa3sblBana MHe ropa. [lyx n 3emna B3blBa/iM KO MHE BMeCTe, NMoKa A NPOHMKaNa Bce rnybxe u
rny6:ke Tyaa, rae ropa nokasblBana MHe CBOK MOLLb.

— J1apK, CKaxkKn MHe, 4YTO Tbl BCE AEPKULIb NOA KOHTPOAEM, — Npoxpunen KaKryc.

— KoHeuHo, gep*uT, —orpbisHynaach MeTta.

KoHeuyHO, A cnpaBatoCb... ¥ MeHA B CO3HaHWW BbLICBETUAMUCH NyTW, U A YyBUAENA, KaK
B3anmogeicteoBanm obe cunbl. Kak [lyx yBenmunsan cuay 3eMau, U Kak ropa npocbinanacb ¢ TakKUm
KO/INYECTBOM YCTPEMNEHHOIO B Heé [lyxa.

lopa npuseTcTBOBaNa MeHA. OHa pa3neTanacb Ha 4acTu, Korga A Npu3biBanaa, MaHuAa eé. Mup
coTpAcanca, M A 3aKkpblna rnasa. lepen BHYTPeHHUM B30pom 3emnaa noraowana KaccaBy wu
npuaasnmMeana nog ropon, KaMHW U TOPHasA NOPOAA HEC/IN KOHEL, €€ KU3HM.

YW1 HanoAHWA TaKoW peB, C/IOBHO BCA ropa BOKPYT B34bl6MAach U pasneTenacb Ha NECYUHKMU

KpuKKn paspbiBaan Bo3gyx. A MmeHA paspbiBano OoT cunbl. fopa pesBena, CIOBHO Bbleawnn ns
TbiCAYENETHEero 3aTo4YeHMA 3BEpPb.

— [epXutecb! — KpuKHyNa A, U ropa nog, Hamu ywna BHM3. Kasanocb, Mbl NeTEAU LENyto
BeYHOCTb. HO A He oTnycKkana cuny. fl nocblnana eé B ropy. Bce, 4to y meHa 6b110 — A oTAasana. A
OTKpPbI/IAaCb CUJIe KaK HUKOT4a paHblle, M ropa PyLIXAacb BOKPYT.

«AnTA, Tbl 3alWNa CAMWKOM Aaneko. 1 He 3Toro xoTena,» — AOBOJIbHO PE3KO CKasasla MHe
bornHa-MaTb

— Torpa Tebe HyXHO 6blN0 No3BOAUTL KaccaBe ybuTb meHA, — BbiNAOHYNA A. UM mHe Tak
nokasanocb. loBopuTb 6bl0 6bl TPygHO nocpeau 3aKpyyduBaBllerocs Mupa. Bciogy Kpuku
dnemeHTanemn, A YyBCTBOBAA, KaK ropa cama BbIBOPa4YMBAETCA HAU3HAHKY NO MOel KOMaHAe.

Cuna... O 60ru, Kazanocb, YTO HUYTO HE B COCTOAHUM OCTAHOBUTb MeHA. A TAHYNACb K CU/ie BCEM
CBOWMM CyLL,ECTBOM. fl MOr/1a NPUKOCHYTLCA KO BCEM FOpamM BOKpPYT, M YyBCTBOBaNaA, YTo pa3byauna umx.

[a, Tak 1 gonxkHo 6biTb. HauaTb BCe 3aHOBO, CTepeTb C LA 3eM/IN BCEX, KTO MOJIb30Ba/ICA €l
nvwb cebe Bo 61aro. YHUUTOXKUTL BpeauTenen.

3TO He MOM MbICAM.

3TO 4yepe3 MeHs roBopuan ropbl: «COTpU MX B MOPOLUOK, TEX, KTO He cYUTanca ¢ Hamu. OHu
CYNTANM HAc HUXKe cebna, NOToOMY YTO Mbl 3emAd, a He ganékoe Hebo. A a0 MM KU3Hb, S a0 UM
ybexuue n 3awmuato nx. Ho nm Bce paBHo. OHM MHe He 6rarogapHbI».

BOKpyr meHsA KamMHW feTenn BHU3, HO HM OAMH HE KOCHYACA MOEN KoXu. fl 3acTaBuna cebsn
OTKPbITb /1333, 3acTaBuNa ceba CMOTPETb Ha YCTPOEHHYIO MHOIO Pa3pyxy.

lopa ywna ns-nog HOr, U Mbl OKa3asuncb B rnybokom Kpatepe. CNOBHO ero octaBua HebecHbIN
MEeTeopMUT.
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Hapoga Kpuyan BoKpyr meHa. Pagom Kpuyanu lNMeTa n KakTyc, HO A He cablwana ux. A smaena,
YTO MX PTbl LEBENATCA, HO 3BYKOB He bblno. KaKTyc Aan MHe NowéynHy, 4OBONbHO CUJIbHYIO, Y MEHA
Jaxe ronosa gepHynacb B CTOPOHY.

— Jlapk, npekpaTtu ato! OHa mepTBa, Tbl JO/XKHA NPEKPATUTb 3TO, Tbl NOrybuwb BCex Hac!

Ero cnoBa okaszanucb 6osbHee NOWEYMHbI. A OTNYCTMAQ CUAY, U OHa CTana YCNoOKamBaTbCA.
MepgneHHO, HeOXOTHO. Teno nynbcnposano oT sHeprun. CoBcem He Kak B Npolable pasbl, Koraa A
6blna BbIXKAaTa KaK /NIMMOH MNOC/Ae WCNONb30BaHWA TAKOro KOAMYECTBA CWAbl. BmecTto 3TOoro oHa
Hano/IHANA MEHA, C/IOBHO A Y)Ke NepenoHEeHHbIN cocya,

PapocTb oKkazanacb Hegonron. Pagom tpsacnacek MNeTta, npuxkas K ronose ywu. OTew, NeXKan Ha
H6OKy C 3aKpbITbIMW TN13a3aMK, C/I0BA BbIXOAMAWN TATYYMMM OT TYMAHA WAW ewé KAKoro HapKOTWKA,
KOTOpbIM HaKa4yana ero Kaccasa:

— Napk... Tbl... Tbl Ux BCex youna.

Al pa3BepHynacb K Hemy.

— Hert, a1 He morna.

Kaktyc otberkan B CTOPOHY, rae yBuaen weseneHme B Kydye kKamHen. OH oTbpacbiBan webeHb, a
Mo ero pykKam CTpyMauUCb IMHUW CUAbI, NOKA OH MPUKACanca K cune u otoasuran KamHu. A He ctana
TPATUTb BPEMA HA ANLIHWE BOMNPOCHI M ONYCTUIACh PAAOM C HUM, BblTackmBaa Cuabpos, KOTOpble He
CMOF/IM yneTeTb A0 Hayana 6utebl. CeMyac cnia BO MHE MOMEHANacb, ctana obbliuHOM. CNOBHO A
NONIHOCTbIO MOTF/1a €€ KOHTPO/ZIMPOBATb, @ He TOIbKO NOBMHOBATLCA 6e3yaepKHOMY BIeYEHWIO.

Mbl BbITaCcKMBanu Teno 3a TeJI0M — HUKOTO }nBoro. Kaccasbl 1 cneg npocTbin.

— fl BMAEN, KaK OHa norpy»anack, — ckasan Kaktyc, C10BHO NpoyMTaB Mou mbicau. — E€ bonbe
HeT, J1apkK.

Ero cnosa gonxkHbl 6blAK yCNOKOUTb MeHA. HO HMYTO HE MOrno yHATb HapacTatlowen BHYTpU
y»Kac.

He BaXHO, CKO/IbKO BO MHe APOCTU, 3TO He TO, Yero A xoTena.

HeB03MOXHO Nepenatb CI0OBAMM, YTO A HATBOPWUAA, U KaKoe Bbl MHE HU rPO3M/I0 HaKa3aHue, A
C pafocTblo Npumy ero. BepoaTHee Bcero, CMepTb, U YaCTb MEHA XOTeNa yMTW 3a ropmsoHT. OTew
cnacéH, n KakTyc cMoXKeT A0CTaBUTb ero 4omMoi. KaccaBa mepTBa, 1 s 6onbLue He HyXKHa MUpy.

OTtneteBwwme g0 310oro Cnunbdbl cenmyac onycTUAMcb BOKpyr. MeTa cToana nooaanb, Kak n Kakryc.
CnoBHO OHM 6osANMCb MeHA. Al He xoTena Aaxe AymaTb O TOM, YTO AEUCTBUTENbHO MOF/1a AaTb UM
NPUYMHY 60ATbCA MEHS.

Mbl pacKanbiBann 0610MKM B TeYEHME HECKOJIbKMX YAacoB, MOKA He OCTa/ZIoCb HUYEro, Kpome
Kak NPUHATb npasay. A CBOMMM pyKamMM YHUUTOMKWUAA NPAKTUYECKM MONOBUHY Kutenein Hesaa.
Mepeno MHOW nexanun Ux nepesiomaHHble Tesa C BbIBEPHYTbIMW KOHEYHOCTAMM TOW FOPON, YTO OHMU
3Ba/In JOMOM.

CNnoBHO Aa)ke cam UX A0M HEHABUAEN UX.

OcTaslwmneca B Xu1BbIXx Cabdbl CMOTPENN HA MEHA, KaK Ha MOHCTpa. Kem A n agnanack. A 3Hana
aTo.

Al oTwaTtHynacb OT obuien Mornnbl, COTPACAACL BCemM TesnoM. Al efBa CTOANA Ha HOrax, NOTom
ynana Ha KoneHu, U MeHA pBano A0 TeX Nop, NOKa He OCTasioChb AULb NYCTbIX NO3bIBOB, HO U TOrAa
TENO0 He YCNOKOMIOCh. ITOro He 6bin10. ITOro He bbino.

MeTa TKHy/1aCb HOCOM MHe B INLLO.

— lapk.

— Tbl He GoULWbCA MeHA? — A AepHY/acb OT Heé, a cepaue pa3pbiBasock oT 60K, 3/710CTU U
BMHbI. — Pa3Be Tbl He xouyelwb ybexkaTb OT mMeHA noganbue? Pa3se Tbl He Aymaellb, YTO A U Tebsa
ybbio?

OHa obepHynacb K Cunbdpam, NpuKMAabIBasn, KTo Norunb.
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— Tbl aroncTtKa, Jlapk. Mornbaum ntogn, oHM NOTEPANN CBOW KU3HU, a TebA BONHYET AULb, KaK
Tebs BocnpuHUmMatoT? A 6bina o Tebe Nyylero MHeHus.

C Tpyaom nepeBoasa AplXxaHue, A caefiana Wwar Hasag,.

— 3roncTtka?

— KowwKa, Tbl CANLWKOM CTpOra K HeW.

Mbl 06e 06epHyAUCL 1 YBUAENUN, KaK KOPOJeBa OCTOPOXKHO NpobupaeTcs Yyepes ropbl WebHs K
Ham. Y meHA c4asuao ropno.

— fl He xoTena pa3pywunTb TBON AOM N YOUTb TBOMX Ntoaen. f...

A noHMMmana, uto meHa *KAET. OHa noTpebyeT caaTbeca, U 1 NOAYMHIOCH.

— Te, KTO ymep, — OHa MaxHy/la PyKon B CTOPOHY normbwmnx, — Tbl He cablwana nx? OHu
npuseTcTBoBann Kaccasy. OHM yxke He 6b11n monmu Cunbdamu. Tbl BECTHUK NEpPEMEH, AUTA 3eMAN U
Oyxa. Hactano spema nepemeH. lNycTyto nopoay nopa pacymncTuThb.

He yBepeHa, 4TO MHe HpPaBUNOCb, KaK e€ c10Ba OTparkaan Npocbby CyLHOCTHM ropbl.

Apua nonoxkmna pyky cebe Ha ocHoBaHUe Wwewn.

— [InA nepemeH Hy»eH KTO-TO, KTO AOCTAaTOMHO CMEN N CMOXKET BblAepPKaTb CMepTebHbIM yaap.
OTOT KTO-TO... Tbl.

OHa npUKOCHynacb K Moen weke u nornaguna eé. Eé npuMKOCHOBEHME Pa3pylwMA0 MOW
KOHTPO/b, N CAEPKMBAEMDbIE ELLE CO BPEMEH TallHOM Kamepbl cie3bl 6pbI3HYAN U3 TNa3.

— Al He xouy.

— Torpa bornHA-MaTb caenana npaBuabHbIN BbiGop. Ecim Bbl Tebe Hy»KHbl 6blM MOLLb, CUAa, A
6bl cama ucnyranacb Tebsa, — oHa ob6xBaTUAA NAJAOHAMMU MOE NNLO M NPUNOAHANA ero. — Al CKaXKy, KTo
Tbl, U BO34aM XBasny 60rnHe, 4To nocnana TebA OYMCTUTL HAW MUP, — OHA CKAOHWMIACb M Nouenosana
MeHA B N106. — Tbl PaspywuntenbHULa. Ta, KOMy CyXXAEHO YBUAETb, KaK Hawwu atogn obpetyT 6biioe
Be/NMYMeE B CNlaBe U cune.

Mwup BoKpyr Hac cTux. OHa cKana B 1AJ0HAX MOE N1, MOXA0Mana no WweKam u oTeepHyachb.

— A Hapekato eé PaspywwuTenbHuuein. B npousoweawem Ha Moux rnasax He 6bino Hu4yero
HenpaBW/IbHOrO, Y MeHA HeT 0OBUHEHWUI K aKTy TaKoro poaa. PaspywmnTenn KMBET BHe 3aKOHOB, TaK
6bITb AOJIKHO.

Octaswueca Cunbdbl ctoanm Tnxo. Kpome ogHoro. dHaepa bopeaca.

— OHa ybuna Hawwux nogen, n Tbl NPOCTO OTNyCTUWDL eé? lae Koponesa, KoTtopas byager
CParkaTbCs 3a CBOUX NHOAEN, MOKA MUP HE PYXHET?

OH WarHyn K Hel, HO OHa NULWb MaxHy/la PYKOW B ero CTOpoHy. MNoaxBaTuBLLUMIA ero BeTep
oTnpasun bopeaca Kybapem no Bo3ayxy, HO HE NPUYMHWUA Bpeaa.

— JHpep bopeac, Tbl eweé camwKkom monog, 1 B Tebe KMNAT cnecb 1 roHop. Tl cnocobeH BUAETb
byaywee? Moxellb N1 Tbl NPEACTaBUTb, YTO CIY4MNOCH Obl C Halel ceMbén, ecnmn Hbl He NPOU30LWIO
TO, 4YTO Npoun3owno? NMoHMMaeLWb NX Tbl, YTO AaxKe Ceryac MoA CMepTb NogKpaabiBaeTca Bce banke?
Ham HyXHO O6HOBNEHMEe, HamM HYXHO BbibpaTb HOBYK KoposieBy. N eé mmAa ponkHa HaseaTb
PaspywmntenbHuuUa.

OHa BCTas1a Ha ropy KamHeWn, cnoBHO bbina 3payen.

— Cnywante meHAa Te, Koro A nobno 6onbwe cobcTBEHHOM XKU3HU. Te, KTO XpaHUT B cebe
KayecTBa, KoTopble borvHa-MaTtb Kenana BMAETb B CBOEM BTOpom pebeHKe. YKasbiBalo:
PaspywmntenbHMUa Ha30BET MOEro NPeemMHMKa, 1 Toraa A ynay.

B Tonne nowén ryn. Heckonbko CnabhoB pas3pasnamcb cnesamu, NpUKpbIBana CBOM Anua. Apuio
nobuan, 3ayem en yxoauTb? BospacT U cnenota coBcem He Topmo3nan eé. HanageHne cobcTBeHHOM
[04epun OHa NepeXuna, OTAEeNaBLNCh BCErO /IULLb CUHAKOM.

OHa NpoTAHYa MHE PYKY.

— EcTb ewé npocmutenn? Bollante Ko MmHe.
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3TO KaK-TO 3a rpaHbto. Mbl CTOAAM Ha KOCTAX YOUTbIX MHOK €€ ntoaen, U Tenepb A LOMKHA
BbIOpaTb HacNeAHWKaA oA e€é TPOHA?

fl NOKaYHyNacb, M K HOre Npu¥Kanacb Tensjaoe MArkoe Teno.

— MpocTtn meHsa, lapk. A 6bina Henpasa.

— MNeTa, — A onycTMNa PyKy el Ha CNUHY, — MHe HeYyero npowaTtb Tebe.

ApuAa nomaHuna meHs K cebe. MNepepn HeEN CTOANM OCTaBLUMECA TPU NPOCUTENbHULLbI.

BbICOKME WM CTPOMHblE C pacnyWweHHbIMX BOJIOCAMM OHM MOXOAWAW Ha aHrenos. Passe 4yTo
HEeMHOro NoTpenaHHbIX.

Bce Tpoe cMOTpenn Ha MeHA Kak Ha BOMIOLWeEHMe AbABOMA. M A He Moria He corilacuTbes ¢
HUMM.

— MoToponuck, y Hac mano BpemMeHun, — Apusa CxBaTuiacb 3a HPUAANAHT, YTO A gana en. — Y Tebs
KpacoTa TBoel maTepwm, Jlakcnep. Ecam 6b1 e€ He younn, oHa gonxkHa 6bina 66l NOMOYb MHe BbIbpaThb
npeemHuKa, Tenepb 3Ta y4acTb TBOA.

Ayx. BornHA, Kaxabli pas, Koraa A UCNONb3YIO0 ero, OH CbegaeT YacT Moen Aywun.

—lNeTa, A He Xxo4y 3aKOHYNTb Kak Kaccasa.

— He 3aKkoHYMWb. Al 3HA0... KOE-KOro, KTo cmoxeT Tebe nomoyb. Ho cHavana Ham HyXKHO
NPOMTW 3TO UCNbITaHWNE

Al 6pocnna Ha Heé B3rnAgh. Bpema B TeMHMUE [4asio MHE BO3MOXHOCTb 06aymaTb BCe, 4YTO
NPOM30LLIO CO MHOM C TeX Nop, KaK A 061aumnnacb B 4ocnexn dHaepa.

— Tl Meewb B BMAY TanaHa, ga?

OHa KMBHYyNa.

— [a. fl He 3HaNa, YTO OH *KMB. ECIn 3TO AENCTBUTENLHO TaK, OH CMOXKeT Tebe nomoub. Ho 3aech
n A mory Tebe HeMHOro NOMoYb. MPUKOCHUCH K UX pyKam, 4ToObl yBUAETL cepaLe.

CTpaxu OTCTYNWMAK, NO KpalHen mepe, HEMHOrO. A WarHyna K Nnepsoun »KeHwuHe. Fonybole rnasa
eé bbln UBeTa IeTHero Heba, NCKPALLLErocs CBOEN YNCTOTOMN.

— MHe HY»XHO NPUKOCHYTbLCA K TBOEM pYKe.

OHa npoTsaHy/Na pypy NagoHbio BHM3. fl Hakpblna eé csoei pyKowu. Mpussas [yx co Bcew
BO3MOXHOM OCTOPOXKHOCTbIO, i OCTOPOXKHO MocnefoBana K eé cepAauy, Kak ckasana Meta. Mepes
rnasamum NOABM/INCH LiBETA M KapTUHbI U3 NPOLLAOTO.

— TBoA cuna B obpoTe. Ho 3TO He TO, YTO HYXKHO TBOEMY HapoAy.

Al warHyna Hasaga, n Apua KusHyna.

— CornacHa. Mpogonskai.

Cnepgytowaa NpocuTeNbHULA NPOTAHYNA MHE APOMKALLKIO PyKy. A eaBa NPUKOCHYNACb K HeW,
KaK *KeHLMHa B34pOrHyNa.

— C/AMWKOM MHOro CTpaxoB, OHM nomewatoT Tebe ocTaBaTbCA TBEPAON B MPUHATUM
HeobXo4MMbIX peLleHU.

N cHoBa Apua noaTeepamia MOW CNOBaA.

TpeTbA NpocuTenbHMLA NPOTAHYNA PYKY, 3aXKaTyto B KyNaK. 1 NON0XKMAA Ha HEro CBOKO NaJ0Hb,
Ny MeHA CBEPHYNNCb BCE BHYTPEHHOCTM OT NepeaaBLUMXCa OT HEE OLWyLLeHWU .

— Tbl Xaxgewb HACUINA N BOWH. Xo4Yellb BOCCOEAMHUTLCA C Pasfenalowmmm TBOU B3rnaabl.
Xoyewsb, 4TOH6LI NHOAM NOAYNHUNUCE 3AKOHAM DIeMEHTaNeN.

Cpeayn CunbdoB BOKPYr Hac nocabiwasnca rya. A TonbKo celyac B3rnsaHyna Ha ee anuyo. Osan
nnua, nsrnb ryb. BoamoxkHo, oHa 6blna ogHoMN U3 goyepeit koponesbl. OHa OTAEPHYNA PYKY.

— Tbl HMYErOo He 3HaelWb.

Apua B3g0OXHYNA

— [AnTa Mmoé, Tebe He cyXAEeHO CTaTb KOPOJIEBOM. He HY}KHO CO MHOM CNOpUTb.

OHa pe3sko yberkana, He ocTaBMB 60/1blLE HUKOTO.

~133~



LLleHHOH Maiiep — B nnameHu BeTpa / Shannon Mayer - Windburn

A caenana war Hasag, HO [lyx MOMaHWA MeHA B CTOPOHY, C/IOBHO MPUBA3AHHOE KO MHE KnBoe
cywecTso, npobyausweeca ot cnadyku. A ormbana Cunbdos, NOKa He nogowna K rpynne dHAEPOB.
OHKM cmoTpenn Ha meHA TAXKENbIMK B3rnagamm. OnacHbIMM B3rnA4amMM.

BbicTaBuB BNepés pyKy, A NpoLw/ia nepes HUMW U OCTAHOBU/IACh JIMLLb B KOHLE.

— Camapa, — Ko¥Ka 3a4ecanacb, C/IOBHO MO Hel noberKanm KpoLweyHble XKy4YKu, — MPOTAHU PYKY.

B oT/nume oT Apyrvx oHa BbITAHYNA PYKY NAf0HbIO BBEPX, OTAABaA MHe ronyboin KameHb. f
3abpana KameHb W MNOJMIOXKWAA HA €€ NagoHb CBOK. MexXay HaWwMmuM pyKamu 3aTpeLano
3/IEKTPUYECTBO, HO OHa He OTAEpPHYNa CBOIO, KaK U 1.

— Cuna, 4ecTb, Bepa B CBOWM HApoOA,... foBepue K Bbibopy Koponesbl. J/1loboBb K cBOEMY AOMY.
OcTpbIit ym.

«J1apK, A He eé xoTesa BUAETb KOposeBon. He oHa mosi n3bpaHHMUA. XOTA, TaK eweé npoLule.
Mory npeactasuTb Camapy v Bce, YTo y Heé Ha cepgue. OHa — NpaBu/IbHbIN BblGOpP».

A yxmbinbHynacb Camape.

— bornHa-Martb Bblbpana Tebs cneaytowen koponeson Cnnbos.

Al NOKNOHMANACL el No NoAc, dHAePbl N0 BOKam OT HeEé cTanu xnonaTb €é no naevyam. OHa He
cBOAMNA C MeHA B3rnsga. [lotom warHyna 6auMKe, A0OCTAaTOYHO 6/M3KO, 4TOObI HawM Tena
COMPUNOCHYNUCH.

—Tex, 4To Tbl CTEPAA C ML 3EMAN?

- [a.

— Koponesa npasa. bOAbWMHCTBO M3 HUX CMAAM U BUAENN, KaK Obl YHUUTOXUTL €€. Ho He Bce.

OHa TaK CUNbHO TKHY/1a MeHS NajbleM B Fpyab, YTO MOr/1a OCTaBUTb Ablpy.

Al cmepuna eé TakMMm XKe 3/1bIM B3rAS40M.

— Moelwb He 6raroaapuTh.

OTKyga-To c3agm Bo3AyX NPOH3UA KpUK. Mbl BMecTe 06epHyauCh.

Koponesa Apus nexana Ha MNoAy, CUMaAs B pyke AbiMmyaTbin 6punnmaHT. OcTaBlIaAcs AoYb
CTOANA Hag, HEWN C A/IMHHBIM OPYXKUEM, NOEHTUYHBIM OPYKUIO IHAEPOB.

— Koponesoit CunibdoB byay 5, a HE KaKOW-TO HUYTOXKHbIN IHAEP-HEAOPOCTOK.

Camapa BbILNa U3-32 MEHS.

— MoeT 6bITb, i U HUYTOXKHAA, HO 3TO HE MOMeLLaeT MHe HagpaTtb Tebe 3aa, Ctawa.

B KOW-TO BEKM, A MOry NO6bITb NPOCTO 3pUTesem BUTBbI, @ HE €€ YH4AaCTHUKOM.

[a, nmeHHO Tak a4 n nogymana.

OpHaKo, 3TOro He NPOM30LWNO.
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I'1aBa 24

Camapa 6pocunacb Ha Crawy. [Joub KOpPONeBbl pa3BepHyna AJMHHOE XPYCTasbHOE OpYKue M
ygapuaa um no Horam Camapbl, AMWKWB Ty paBHoBecuA. HeHagonro. Bckoume Ha Horu, Camapa
ob6pywmnack Ha CTally co BCel APOCTbIO.

Al Nnpobpanacb K KOPoaEBE N OMNYCTUNACH KOJIEHAMM HA KECTKME KaMHU. 3BYKM CPaXKEHUA IXOM
OTAaBannCb B TO/MIbKO YTO 06pa3oBaBLUMIACA Mellepe, HO s He cBoawna rnas ¢ Apuu. E€ rpyab
B3A4blMasiacb M onyckanacb. MegneHHo. Ho oHa Bce ewé gblwana.

— Al mory Teba ucuenuTo.

— He cTouT TpaTuTb CMAbI Ha TaKyo APEBHIO CTApyXy KakK A. fl BUAeNa CIMWKOM MHOTO 3aKaToB
Tex, Koro ntobuna. Tenepb A X04y NPUCOEANHUTBLCA K HUM, — €€ pyKa NOTAHY/Acb K MOEN, U A B3ANa
€€ B Nai0HM.

— Camapa cKasana, He Bce nornbme 6b1am NnpoTns Tebs.

OHa HaTY)KHO 3aKal/Aanacb, B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT, MHE MOKa3a/ioCb, YTO OHA He CMOXKET Jaxe
BAOXHYTb.

HakoHew, Kawenb NpoLwén, u oHa obaer4éHHO B3A0XHYa.

— Eé niobumbin — ogMH 13 nornbwunx, A BMAena, Kak ero norpebno nog kamHsmu. OHa 3HaeT,
4yTO OH 6bIN 3a04HO ¢ KaccaBoi, HO He XO4eT BepUTb, — ApUA CU/IbHEe CKana Mou Nanbupl. — [lymato,
OHa BO3HeHaBMANUT TebA. KaK 3a ero cmepTb, TaK M 3a TO, YTO Tbl Ha3BaNa €€ Moel NpeemMHULEN.

— Mos *KN3Hb HE UMEET CMbIC/a, — CKa3ana fA. — Ecnm oHa notpebyet moel cmepTu, A He byay
NPOTUBUTLCA.

ApuA NPUKOCHYACb K MOEMY NNLLY TPACYLLENCA PYKOWN.

— Hert, Pa3spywutenbHuua. Tl Bce ewé HyXKHa Hawmm cembam. [Jaxke ecnm u 6bina M3rHaHa 3a
MOCTYNKW, HyXHble CBeTy.

Pe3Kui KpUK, N A BCKMHYAA ronoBy. Camapa NOKTeM 3axKana ronosy CTawu, HO 404Yb KOPOEBDI
BbICKO/Ib3HY/1a B NOCAEAHUN MUT.

Al BHUMaATeNnbHO Habnogana 3a HAMKM, OTMeYana MX AencteuA. JIMHMI CcUAbl, YTO A OXMpgana
YBUAOETb BOKPYT UX PYK, He Bblno.

— Pa3Be MM Henb3a UCMNo/1b30BaTb CUY CBOEFO 3/IEMEHTA?

Pagom sctan dHaep bopeac.

— TonbKo He B 6UTBE 3@ KOPOHY.

MeTa TpAxHyna rosoBON, OYEBMAHO, TaK Ke yAMB/IEHHAA, KaK M A. XoTa Mbl He cobupanucb
aTakoBaTb ApYyr Apyra CWUION CBOMX 3/1EMEHTOB, Ka)KeTCA, MPaBO BCTaTb Yy BAACTU HYXHO eLwé
3acnyXuTtb. OcobeHHO Nocne TOro, YTo NPomn3oLWwNo mexay Hamu ¢ KaccaBoii.

— VY Cnnbdos TaK 3aBegeHo? — cnpocuna MeTa.

bopeac onycTtnn Ha Heé B3rnAaga,

— Y Hac y»e TbICAYM NeT He MeHsAacb KoposieBa. Mbl He 3HAaeM, KaK Y Hac 3aBefeHO.

A BHMMaTENbHO cneguia 3a conepHuuamu. Y Crawm 3acBeTUINCL PYKM, KOrga oHa pemnna
NpPW3BaTb CBOEM 3/1EMEHT.

— Camapa, oHa Xo4eT MMWKnTb TebAa Kncnopoga! — 3akpuyana 1.

Mou cnosa ana octaBwuxca CunbPoB OKasa/UCb YEM-TO BpoAe B3pbiBa. bonblMHCTBO
OTBEPHY/INCb, C/NOBHO He B CWNax HabnwaaTb 3a npoucxogawmm. Ho cemepo nobexkann K
conepHuLam.

MoOXHO Ha3BaTb 3TO MHTYMLMEN, HO A COMHEBANacb, YTO OHW WM Ha nogmory Camape. A He
MOF/1a OCTaBUTb €€ O4HY.

— KaKTyc, 3a MHOM! — cKomaHA0Bana A, OTPbIBAACL OT KOPOAEBbI M HANPABAAACH K aTaKYOLWMUM
Camapy u Crawy. BosamoxHo, Camapa meHA HeHaBuauTt, a borMHa-Matb He eé enana BUAETb
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Koponeson. Ho A YyBCcTBOBana NpaBay, KOTOPYH MOI MHe NOoKasaTb ToNbKOo [yx. Camapa UMEHHO Ta,
KTO 3aWMTUT 1 BO3BEANYUT CNbGOB KaK HUKTO MHOA.

Mbl nobexann no o6ao0MKam ropbl, NbiTaacb AeprKaTb paBHoBecue. Konbe ocTanocb rae-to B
pyuHax MHe3aa, N MHe HYXXHO 6bla10 Bpemsa, 4Tobbl OTbICKATb ero.

OpfHaKo, y Hac OCTaNnCh Ky/aku

Mepsoro nonasweronca MHe Cunbda A 06xBaTUNA 33 NOAC, U Mbl 063 PyXHYAM Ha 3emato. Ecam
CYANTb MO ero pacKkpbITOMy PTy, TO Hale nageHue BbIbUNO Ux ero NErkmx BeCb BO3ayX.

— Jlexku 3gecb. ITo He TBOA BUTBA, — A HA3MZATE/NIbHO TKHYNA B HErO MasibLeM, MOKa BCTaBana,
notom nobexxana kK cneayowemy Cunbdy. MM oKasanacb KeHlKUHa Ha HECKOIbKO AHOMMOB Bbille
MmeHs. CTonno mHe NpmMban3nTbCA, U OHa pa3BepHYyacb, BCKUHYa 6aeaHble pyKKU, N OHU OCBETUIUCD,
KOrZa OHa NPUMNOAHANA MEHA Hag, 3eMNEN.

CnpaBa oT Heé nogKpanacs leta.

— TonbKo 6pochk ee, 1 A Npespally Teba B KOWAYbIO UTPYLLKY, MELLOK C BO34YXOM.

Cunbd B34POrHyNa U ONyCcTUAA PYKK.

— Camapa Hu3waa ux Huswux. E€ KpoBb HACTONBbKO Aaneka OT KOPO/NEBCKOM, HACKONbKO
BO3MOXHO A/1A HeNnoNyKpOoBKKN. OHa He MOXeT CTaTb NpaBuTenem.

Al cokpaTuna mexay Hamm gUCTaHuUMIo.

— [pekpacHo noHMMmato.

OHa ynbibHynacb MHe, U A 3aexana KyJ1akom ei no YentoCcTu, ONPOKUHYB Ha MecTe.

— [MoHMMal0, 4YTO Tbl HAaCTOJIbKO Ke HedaNnéKas, Kak U ocTasbHble d1emMeHTanu.

LLlen3ep oKasanca npas — BCe OHWM Mep3aBLbl.

KaKkTyc B3An Ha cebs gBoux gpyrux Cunbdos. B npuHumne, a morna 6bl CKasaTb, YTO 3TO /erye
NErkoro, ecnn 6ol 310 6bIAM He DHAepbl. OTCIOAa BO3HMKAA BOMPOC: MOYEMY OHM He 3alLMLAoT
Camapy?

Al obepHynacb M yBuaena ux CTOAWMX BOKPYr ApUM WM 3aWMLLAIOWMX CBOK YMUPALOLLYHO
Koponesy

MobeaHbI KNKY 3acTaBM MeHA BCKMHYTb ronioBy. Camapa ctoana Hapg, Craweit. [Joub KOposeBbl
eweé ablwana, eé rpygb MepHO B34blManacb, HO MU0 eé 6onblie HaNOMMHANIO KPOBAaBOE MECUBO.
Mocnbiwanca TONoT HOT, U A 0b6epHyNacb B APYryto CTOPOHY U C TPYAOM CrIOTHYAA.

— KaKTyc, noxoke y Hac HENPUATHOCTM.

Ko mHe noakpanacsk lNeTa.

— Y710 BO BCeM 3TOM 3acTaBuio Teba Tak nogymatb, J1apk?

A cocTponna rpumacy.

— [lan ka nogymars.

Moaxoas k Camape, dHaepbl bpanucb 3a cBoe opyxKue. A BCTana nepen Hei. Ecam ato
nocnegHee, 4To MHe CyXAeHO caenaTb, A BCe pPaBHO 3awmily eé. OHa KOponeBa, He BarKHO, 4TO
aymatot gpyrne Cunbobl.

— [10BONbHO, — FPOMKO M € yrpo3ou npousHecna Camapa.

Al BcTana noypo6Hen, HO ocTanbHble IHAEPbI BCE NOAXOAUNN U MOAXOANN.

— 370 He K nobpy, — MNeTa HeEPBHO 3a4eprana XBOCTOM U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY.

Hactan momeHT, Korga A nogymana, uto rpagéTt HemmnHyemoe.

JHAepbl O4HOBPEMEHHO MPbLITHY/IM B MOK CTOPOHY, U A MpUroToBmaacb K yaapy. Ho oH
nocnefoBan oTkyaa A He ougana. C OCTaBLIMXCA BepWWH noayn obxkurarowe Xono4Hbl BeTep U
packugan Hac Bcex. JHAEpPOB OTWBbLIPHYA B BO34yX, a Kakrtyca, ety n meHa — Ha 3emnto. OT
CUNbHOTO yAapa A MNOpaHW/Ia LWEeKy, M Tenaada KpOBb OKas3anacb yAMBUTE/IbHO KOHTPACHOM AnA
negAaHon Koxu. TemnepaTypa BOKPYr ynana, U A MpuiKanacb K KaMHAM, Bblablxad ob6nako napa.
Kakmm-To obpasom lMeTe yganocb NpobpaTbCa KO MHE, KPagy4Mcb NO KamMHAM, NOKa eé WepcTb He
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3alllekoTana MHe nuo. M3-3a pe3koro BeTpa OHa Lypuaa rnasa. A obHana eé u 3apbliacb AMLOM B
Mex.

Mpoxoanan MuHYTbl. A TOYHO 3HAK — A UX cuuTana. Ecam cosBcem Huyero He aenatb, TO A
3amep3Hy HecmoTpA Ha Bce cTapaHua [leTbl corpeTb meHA. YTo 3HauuT, KaKtyc B ewgé xyawem
NMONOXKEHUN.

Al ¢ TpyAOM BbiBEPHYNACh M MOCMOTpPeENa Ha3ag,. Camapa cToana, OTKMHYB Ha3ag rosoBy, a BeTep
Tpenan ei Bonocbl. JINHUM cunbl 0OBMBANAN €€ PYKU, HOTU U TY/IOBULLE ApYe, YeM A Koraa-mbo
BMAENA Y DNemMeHTanemn

Kaktyc 6bin Bcero nvwb B ¢yTe OT MeHA. Al nNpoTAHy/Na emy PyKy M npuxana K cebe
EQMHCTBEHHbIN, KOro He xBaTaso, oTel. [leTa npoyna MOW MbICAW, WU 3aopasia MHe B YXO,
nepeKkpuKMBas BeTep:

— OH co CcTapon KOpOoJIeBOIA.

HackonbKko s noHMMmana, A Morna caenaTb AvWb OA4HO. HUKTO, noxorke, He Obln HacTpoeH
Bpasymutb Camapy. Ob6epHyBLIMCb B €€ CTOPOHY, A BCTPETMUIACh C HEM B3rNA40M, BCe eLlé NéXKa Ha
cnuHe. Al B34OXHY/a M BCTasla, NO3BO/INB BETPY NOAXBAaTUTb MEHA U LWBbIPHYTb K Hel. C TaKkol cnnoi,
YTO Mbl TPUMKObI NEepPeBEePHYIUCb Kybapem, NoKa NPOCTO He yNanu Ha 3eM/1to, U TOrAa OH cnan.

Eé B3rnsapg 3actekneHen, a rybbl nocMHenu.

— PaspywuTtenbHuua.

— [1a, — A oToABMHYNACb OT HEE N CeNla Ha KOPTOYKKU, — MPOCTH.

OHa HecKoNbKO pa3 MOPrHyaa, a NOTOM NOAHECNa PYKY K CBOE ronose.

— fl He mory oTNyCcTUTb TebA NpocTo Tak. MeHA nocumnTatoT cnaboi.

— [lenai, 4To AOMKHA, — NPOU3HECNa A, NOAHUMAACb Ha HOMU. — TOAIbKO NO3BO/1Ib OTBECTU OTLA
AOMOA.

Cunbdbl puHynacb Bnepén, Ha 3TOT pa3 Bce. M B HUX He ocTanocb 3106bl. O4yeBuAgHoO,
AeMoHcTpauma cunbl Camapbl OKasanacb AOCTAaTOYHO yoeanTenbHoi. OHM ONyCTUANCH Nepes Hel Ha
KONEHW, PYKM NOAHANM HAZ roNI0BaMM M TNasa 3akpblan. A cTana akKypaTHO NpobupatbcAa CKBO3b
TOANNY, NOKA He OKa3anacb pAAOM C Apuelt U OTLLOM.

MoHayany HawwW rnasa BCTPETUAUCb, M €ero B3rNA4 HEeMHOro NpPOACHWACA, MNOSBUNOCH
HanoOMMHaHME O TOM MYXKUYMHE, KaKMM OH Bbln A0 MaHMNynsaumMin Kaccasbl ¢ ero pasymom. He ycnena
BO MHEe 3apoAUTbCA Hagena, Kak 3enéHble rNnasa Cowypuancb, U HeaoBepue BbITECHUNO Bce
3MOLMM, 4TO A ycnena pasrnageTb. Pagom ¢ HUM nexan nsympya, choBHo ynan c Hebec. Ho go atoro
OH 6b1n y KaccaBbl. fl cKnoHMAack, NogHANa ero 1 3acyHyna cebe nog Kuner.

— Kak Tbl Hawna meHA? — cNpocun oTel,

— Bocnonb3oBanack ycnyrom Mwenkn, — ot 4MKOM ycTanocTu CAoBa NPO3ByYann MATKO.

OH cowypunca ewé cunbHee U pa3oyapoBaHHO NPOU3HEC:

— Bocnonb3oBanack ycnyrom ceepxbectectseHHoro? O6cyanm 3T1o, Korga BepHemca B Kpald.

OH nokayan ronoBoW, HO B OT/MYME OT MNPOLWOro, Koraa A 4YyBCTBOBAsNa CTblh, Ceinyac
OLLYyLLLANA NULWb HEBEPOATHYH YCTanocTb. He obpalan Ha Hero BHMMaHuA, A ONYCTUNACb Ha KONEHU
nepea Apueii. Hawwu B3rnsabl BCTPETUANCH, U OHa yAblGHyNachb.

— OTaan et KameHb. OH el NoHagobuTcs.

Al ornsHynacb Yyepes nneyo u ysmgena Camapy, MayLyo psgom co CBOMMU NHOAbMU, NaCKOBO
npuKacancb K X ronoBam u naedyam. CsasbiBan cebs ¢ HUMMU.

— OHa Hagpana Bcem 3agHULbI 6€3 KaKoM-TMH0 NomoLM.

— OHa camas cuibHada cpean Hac, A BCeraa aTo 3Hasa. Ho 6e3yaeprkHasn, 0, Takaa Xe, KakK 1,
Korga Bnepsble B30LWW/1a HA TPOH.

Apus cHANA C WWeN KaMeHb U NPOTAHY/1a ero MHe. BpUNAMaHT CBepKan B TPACYLUMXCA pyKax, U A
HaKpbl/a ero CBOMMM NanbLAMM.
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bopeac, eguHCTBEHHbIA DHAEP, KOTOPbI He NONpPMBETCTBOBAN CBOK HOBYH KOPOJEBY,
ONyCTU/ICA Ha KONeHW nepen cTtapoi. Cnesbl KATUAMCb NO €ro LWeKam, Korga oH B3An eé ceobogHyto
PYKY M NPUXKaN K CBOEN rpyaM.

— Mama, He noKkmaam Hac.

— O, Molt manbumK. Kak ke a 1ebs nobato. 3awmuan e€. Ei Hy»KHbl TBOA CM1a U NPeAaHHOCTb.
A, MOKeT bbITb, gaxKe 1 N11060Bb.

OH ypOHMA TONOBY €l Ha rpyab, COTPACAaACb BCem TenoM. Tenepb CTaAM MOHATHbIMWU ero
rOTOBHOCTb 3aLWMLW,ATb, HEUCTOBAA NPEAAHHOCTb. [ycTb AoYepu He Nobuan Aputo B AOMKHOM mepe,
CblH ntobun eé 3a Bcex. TaKas CUMNbHAA CBA3b MeXAYy HWUMW Aenana OTCYTCTBME CBA3U C MOUM
OCTaBLINMCA poauTenem ocobeHHO 6oNe3HEHHbIM.

Al 3apblnacb pykamu B KameHHyl KpolwKy. OcTanoch eweé ogHo aeno neped otobituem. Konbe
Moel matepu... i He HGpowy ero. Bocnonb3oBaBWKCb CUAON 3eMAun, A CTana UCKaTb ero B 0610MKax
KamHel n nputarmeatb K cebe. 3emna B34bIOMNACH M BbINAOHYAA KOMbe NPAMO MHe B pyKu. MeTa
3aKaTuna rnasa.

— W 370 Tbl TOXKE He JoMKHa Bblna ymeTb.

Al pbIBKOM MOAHANACL HA HOMM M cAeNana war Hasag, He B CM/1ax OCTaBaTbCA 34eChb AoNblue.

— Nlakcnep, y Teb6a ecTb NOBA3KA? — OCTAHOBMB MEHS, CMPOCUA OTeLL.

— Her.

— MoKelwb B3ATb O4HY U3 HalwKX. A xo4y, 4Tobbl Tbl ywWwAa.

lfonoc Camapbl Npecék Bce, YTo A morna bbl ckasaTb. OHa yKasana Ha ogHoro 13 dHaepos. OH
nepegan e NOBA3KY, CAENAHHYO U3 6eAHO-AbIMYATOrO KBapLLa, OYEHb NOXOXKEro Ha BPUNNAHT B
MOUX pyKax.

3aecb He 6b110 rnobyca, a 3HaUMT M cnocoba yKasaTb MECTO Hallero Aoma.

— Ham Hy*HO natn. HemegneHHo.

OTeL, pe3Ko cxBaTUA MeHA 3a npeanaeybs, CUIbHO BNUBAACL NanbLAMN B PYKY.

— EWweé munyry...

— Tbl MHe NepeyunLb? — OH BbIFNALEN COBEPLUEHHO 06eCKypaXKeHHbIM.

A cTpAxHyna c ceba ero pyky.

— MNepep oT6bITMEM MHE HY»KHO NOroBopuTb ¢ Camapoii.

Ha Camape He 6bln10 KOPOHbI, OHa BCe eLé ocTaBanacb B oAaexae Haepa... Ho aTo Koponesa.
3To 4yBCTBOBA/NIOCb B €€ OCaHKe, B yBepeHHOM noabopoake. [laxke NATHA KPOBM Ha oaexpae
roBOpPWIN O HeZ,aBHeW CXBaTKe 3a TPOH. Al caenana npaBuabHbIM Bbibop. [axe ecnm bornHe-Matepum
OH He HpaBuACA.

Al onycTnnacbk Ha KONEHO U CKNIOHWAA FON0BY.

— Al He Byay cparkaTbCsa € TOOOM.

Cnnbdbl BOKPYT HAC APYKHO BTAHYAN BO34YX. KaKTyC BbIAOXHYA NLWb O4HO CN0BO:

— Her.

Mo Hawew cBA3m ¢ MNeTol A novyBcTBOBaNa €€ 6ecnoKoincTBO. M ropaocTb 3a MeHA. ITOro yKe
6bIN10 AOCTAaTOUYHO, YTOObI yAepKaTb MEHA KOIEHONPEKNIOHEHHON. MeHa 6onblue He BOIHOBANO, YTO
Ayman 060 mHe oTeu,. fl Byay caywaTb cBoe cepaue.

— [locmoTpn Ha meHA, — npousHecna Camapa. A megneHHO NOAHANA FONOBY, a MNOTOM
BCTPETUNAchb C Hel B3rnagom. — Jlnwb notomy, 4to Apua 03ByYmna TBO cyabby, A Teba He ybObio
ceilyac, noka Tbl CTOMWb Ha KoneHaAx. [OKWMHb mon pom, PaspywwutenbHuua. U He cmed
BO3BPALLATLCA. TBOA KM3Hb OKOHYWUTCA, €Ccnu Tbl Korga-nmbo crynuwb B MTHe3po, rae 6bl 3TO HM
CNY4YnNoCh.

A HegoymeBatloLwe cMoTpena H Heé.

— W a1o BCe?
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OHa npuuypunach, 1 Kaxkablid MYCKyn e€ Tefia roBOpM/I 0 KpaiHEM HamnpaxXeHuUu.

— fl He noiay NpoTmMB e€ nocneagHen BoAU. XOTA C YyAOBOLCTBUEM BblHY1a Obl TBOE cepaue w3
rpyav v 3alBblpHYy/a 6bl Ha camyto BbICOKYIO ropy. Ho He caenato atoro. U3 yBarkeHus K Heil.

Yero-to nogo0b6HOro A oT Heé M oXKuaana. A NPoTAHyNA el AbIMYaTbIi BPUNNNAHT.

— MocnegHWn NoAapoK oT TBOEN KOPOJIEBDI.

OHa Haxmypuaacb 1 B3ANa y MeHA gparoueHHocTb. OHa 3HanNa, YTo 3TO, HO €€ SINLLO HMUYEro He
Bblparkano

C3aan nogowén oteu, U ONYCTUA NA0HM MHE Ha Naeun.

— Monaém gomoii, Nlakcnep. Kpali KAET.

Camapa npoTAHy/a MHe MOBA3KY M HallM Nanblbl Ha 400 CEKYHAblI COMNPUKOCHYAUCL. Hawwm
B3r/1A4bl BCTPETUIUCH, U A YBUAENA B €e B3rnsge CBou amouun. NHes, cTpax, obneryeHme. Mbl ¢ Hel
TaK CUNbHO NOXOAWAN APYT Ha Apyra.

—Ypaun, Camapa. OHa Tebe noHagobuTcs.

A B3rnAHyna Ha KakTyca, oTmeyasn, Kak CMIbHO OH NOCTPaAan OT MeHA, U TeNIeCHO, N AyXOBHO. B
CMHAKaX M CCagMHax, C KPOBblO, MayLei 13 rybol, OH BCe eLWé cToAN PAAOM, *KAaN MEHA.

— CHayvana s nepeHecy cBoero KakTyca, notom BepHycb 3a Toboit, basunesc.

Y KakTyca notennen B3rnag, Ha rybax nosBunacb yiblbKa. A HazBana ero CBOMM.

— Her.

OTel, OTO/IKHYN MEHA, U 3eMNA NO4 HOraMm pPasmMArdnaacb U CKoBasia CTYMHM.

— Al NtobAto ero 1 He OCTaBAKO 34ecCb! — pABKHYA A.

— OH nonykpoBKa, U emy He mecTo B Kpae! — B3peBen oTel, 1 A B34POrHyaa Kak oT yaapa.

— Napk, a noneuy c Wensepom. Mogoxkam meHaA, — ckaszan Kaktyc. OH cMOTpen Ha MeHA ¢
ynbl6Kow Bo B3rnage. — Co mHoM Bce byaeT B nopsaake. Nan

Al HeMHoOro nomegnunna c noBAsKoM. fl yyBcTBOBana, 4to npegato Kakryca... CHosa. [eTa, B
06/1n4Ybe KOLWKM, NOCTaBMAa Nanbl HA MOE CKIOHEHHOE KO/IEHO.

— C HuMm Bce byaeT B nopaake. Yo6nto40K NpUBE3ET ero, 1 r1a3om He ycrneellb MOPrHyTb.

A B3rnAHyna Ha NOBA3KY.

— OHa He CMOMKEeT NepemMecTUTb Hac JOMOW.

OTeL, NPUKOCHY/ICA K NOBA3KE M 3abpan e€ y meHs.

— OHa noacTpouTca Ko MHe. B aTtom mx cekpeT. OHM BCceraa Bo3BpaLlakoT NpaBuUTens 40MOi.

OH npoBepHy NOBA3KY MPOTUB YAaCOBOW CTPE/IKU, U MUP BOKPYT Hac cpasy mncyes.

M meHA 3aTAHYN0 B BOCMOMMHAHKMA OTUA.
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I's1aBa 25

— Ox, YnaHu. /lioboBb Mos, cepaue moé. Momorn mHe, — npolenTan oH. — fl bonblle He BUXKY
npasAbl, @ MO MbICAW... OHM 6oblie He moun. CTpallHO AaxKe noaymaTb, YTo byaeT ¢ Jlapk, ecim a He
Hanuwy Bce ceiyac, — ba3nmneBc NONOXKUA PYKM Ha rpybo caenaHHbIA NUCbMEHHbIM CTOM U ONyCTUA
rONI0BY Ha YNCTbIM JINCT.

C nossuBLlleNcs B ABepHOM nNpoéme PepH KOMHaATy HanoNHMA 3anax 3BKaaunta. OHa NackoBo
6atoKana CBOM Kpyrabli KUBOT.

— bensunn, noyemy Tbl eWwé He CNUWb?

— PepH, A paboTato, — MATKO OTBETU/ OH, — UAM B MOCTE/b, A Y}Ke CKOpO.

OHa ynblbHynacb 1 nornaguna basmnesca no naevy, 3abpaB HeKoTopbie ero cTpaxu. Ayx Ynauu
OKasa/cAa npas, PepH — npaBuIbHbIN BbIOOP.

— He 3apeprunBaiica, 60ne3Hb TONbKO OTCTyNKnAA. He xo4uy, 4Tobbl OHa BepHYyAacb CHOBA.

OH KMBHYAN U NOLLeN0Ban €€ pyKy, NOKa Ta ewWé nexKana Ha ero naeve.

— KoHeyHo. Tbl npasa.

TaK »Ke ynbibancb, OHa pa3BepHy/lachb M ywia Tyaa e, oTkyaa npuwna. OH nogoxKaan, noka He
yCAbIWan CKpMN KpoBaTu, Korga PepH nerna.

B3sB nepo B NpaByto PYKY, OH OKYHY/1 €ro B YepHUbHULY M MPOBE/ NEPBbLIN LUTPUX.

«Jdoporas Jlakcnep!

Ta 6one3Hb, YTO Tbl BUAMLIb BO MHE, KacaeTcsa He Tena, a padyma. CNOBHO KOraa-to AaBHO
KaccaBa octaBuna BHYTpU MeHA 60mOy, U Tenepb, Korga 6osblue He MOXKET MHOM ynpasAaATh,
npusena eé B gencreue.

He 3Hato, Koraa moi pasym CMOXKET BOCCTAaHOBUTLCA. Moo, YTOObI 3TO NOCKOpPEe NPOM3OLLIO,
Ho 60t0Cb, YTO 3TO HanpacHo. botocb, NoBpeXKAEHNA HEObPATUMbI».

OH oCTaHOBM/ICA, CHOBA OKYHY/ Nepo. TULMHY KOMHaTbl HapyLwan Anlb CKpMN nepa no bymare.

«fA nobun TBOO MaTb bosblue, Yem Koro-nmbo ewe. Tbl AONXKHA 3HATb 3TO. A 3HAA, YTO OHa
6bina guta Ayxa. MU noHMMman, 4Yto oHa poauT MHe AeTel-NoNYKPOBOK. Ho MeHs 3To He BO/AIHOBaso.
Bbl 6blnM KenaHHbIMK 06a, Tbl U TBOW bpaT. A nobun B Bac BCE. Kpacusbie, cnaBHble Masbllw,
KoTopble 6blIM MoMMM, Yero KaccaBa HMKOrga He Mo3BOAS/A MHE C APYrMMM MOMMU AeTbMu. A
ropopto Tebe 310, NOTOMY YTO MOMHIO, YTO coBeplwmna. CnoBa, KOTOpbIE A TOBOPUA. A BUIKY, KaK OHU
Tep3atoT Tebs. Kak oHM cniomanu Tebs, U 3TO PaHUT CU/IbHEE, YEM MOTY ONMCaThb.

3TK cnoBa He 6bIIN MOMMMK, A0YKA. HUKOrga He cumTan 1eba HUKe ApYyrux YneHoB cembu. Ha
Tebs 5 BO3naran mou Hagexabl. KaccaBa Bepuia, YTO MOMM Hac/leAHUKOM cTaHeT Bpaman, uto emy
nepenaet TPOH.

Ho oHa He 3HaeT npasapbl.

Tbl 6blna egMHCTBEHHOWM, Jlakcnep. B TBoem cepale Bcerga ropen oroHb, a gyx 6oin cunen. C
MOMEHTA, KOoraa caenana CBOW Nepsblit BAOX, Tbl Oblna BoMTenbHULEN, KOTOpon Cyabba yroToBmna
M3MEHUTb Hall MUp.

Al obvABnAlo Teba cBoen npeemHuuen, Jlakcnep. Magy MM A UAKM AUWYCb paccyaka, Tbl byaeLwb
TOM, KTO NOBeAeT Hally cembto. bonblue HMKTO He cnpaBuUTCA € 3TUM. bornHa-MaTb ICHO Aana NoHATD,
4To Tbl BbIGOP Kpas.

A nmobno Tebs, aovka. YTo Obl HM cAy4Moch, 3HaM, YTo mos NtoboBb K Tebe HacToswas. A
Bcerga ntobun teba. U Ha Tebsa Bo3naran cBou HagexKabl».

OH cHOBa OCTAHOBWJICA, MaKHy/ Mepo, HO B 3TOT pa3 3amep, YAEPKMBaA KOHUYMK nepa Haz
bymaron. YépHas Kannsa cKaTuaacb, OCTaBAAA NATHO BHM3Y CTPAHWUbI, U OHO MNpPUHANO dopmy,
KOTOPYH OH 3HaN C/IULLKOM XOPOLLO.

KpblabA YEPHOM NTULbI LULMPOKO PACKMHYANCH MO CTPAHWULE, M OH NOKa4van ro/ioBoi

— HeT. 1 ponKeH 3aKOHUUTL. YIAU 13 moel ronosbl, YepHbiit po3a!
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fl noKayHynacb, XOTA CTOANA HA OAHOM KoneHe B KoOMHaTe [lytewectsnin B Kpae.
BocnomuHaHue noctaBuno 6bl meHA Ha KoneHu B nAobom cnyyae. Kortm Bnuamcb B Hory. fl
noBepHy/iacb K damuabapy.

— leTa, Tbl BUAENA?..

— Hert. 1 yyBCcTBOBaNa Apyrue BeLum.

— O yem Bbl roBopuTe? — TpeboBaTEOTHO CNPOCKA OTEL.

[Bepu packpblINCb HACTEXKb, U BHYTPb NPOCOYMANCL OXPaHa.

Bcé cmewanocn. lNepemeweHne, paspyweHue FHe3ga, cmepTb ApuK, BOCMOMMHAHUA OTUQ,
TeMHUUA. fl ynana Ha KOJIeHU.

— Oteu, BeTty nbiTanca youtb benny n meHs. OxpaHa noaTBEpAUT, — CKa3ana .

CTpa*KHUKM KMBaNU OAMH 33 O4HUM.

— 3ayem TBOeMy bpaTy ybuBaTb Te6A? — B r1a3ax OTLA YUTANOChb HEAOYMEHME.

— MoToMy 4YTO OH cumuTan cebAa Ha3BaHHbIM NpeemHMKOM. MoTomy 4yTo Kaccasa HaTpasBuna ero
Ha Hac, — A MeA/IeHHO NOAHANACH Ha HOTKU, XOTA owyLana ceba Kak xene. — MHe HY)KHO OTAOXHYTb. A
Tebe HyXHO Ha3BaTb NPeeMHMKa.

A BblWNa U3 KOMHaTbl MyTewecTsuii, MNeTa geprkanacb PAAOM.

OpuH 13 cTpaxen, ApbyTyc, AOTHAN MeHS.

— Al oTBeay TebA B TBOKO KOMHaATY, MpUHUecca.

A PbIpKHYNa.

—pe PeliBaH?

— Wcyues, ero HeT yXKe Hegento.

— A YépHbin Opo3a?

ApbyTyC noxan naeyamm.

— He 3Halto, KTO 370, HO 34€eCb He HbI1I0 HUKOTO C TAKUM UMEHEM.

Al octaHoBMAACH.

— MHe Hy)KHO nepeaaTb nocnaHune benne n dwy. CKaxkm UM, 4To Koponesa mepTsea. M nepegait
benne BOT 310, — A A0OCTasla MaNE€HbKUIM KOMKaHbI MeLIOYEK U NOBEPHYNACb CNMHOM K ApbyTycy. A
A0CTana M3-3a Nasyxv M3ympys W MNOMOXKMAQ ero B MeLllo4veK. ITO /yyulee, YTO A MOry ceiyac
caenatb.

Al nepepana mewouek ApbyTycy.

OH KMBHyA 1 nocnewmnn obpaTHo.

— Al nepegam en nnYHo.

HaBepHoe, HyXHO 6bl/10 PafoBaTbCA, HO A0 BeAb B TOM, YTO ¢ YEpHbIM [p0o3a0Mm AaneKko He
nokoHyeHo. CKopee BCEro OH 3a/aM3blBaeT pPaHbl U FOTOBUT MHE HOBble NOBYWKU. K TOMy Xe
BOCNOMMHAHMA OTUA. Y MeHs cepaLe pa3pbliBasocb Ha YacTK, KaK TONIbKO Aymasa 06 0CO3HaHUKN MM
notepu cobcTBeHHOro pasyma m3-3a caenaHHoro KaccasoMn.

Mbl AOWAN A0 KOMHATbI, U A CKONIb3HY1A BHYTPb, 3aKpbIB 3a cOboM ABepb.

fl noTepAana oTua B TOT MUI, KOr4a yBMAea ero BOCMOMUHAHNA. MECTKMIM A3bIK NPOLWENCcA no
MOE€W LLeKe, CTUpan cnesy. A nerna Ha KPoBaTb, M CBEPHYNACh TaK, YTOObI YTKHYTbCA vLom B MeTy.

— J1apk, 4To Tbl BUAENa?

AKKypaTHO noabupan cnosa, A CKasana:

— Mucbmo, yBepeHa, 3TO TO MUCbMO, YTO OH nocnan MHe B LUaxTy. To, 4To 3abpan YEpHbIi
Apo3a. lymato, OHO yXKe YHUUTOXKEHO.

— KoHeuHo, — lNeTa noTAHyacb 1 3eBHY1A, — OH }Ke He AypaK.

Al 3aKpblsa rnasa, YyBCTBYA, YTO YNYCKato YTO-TO BarkHoe. C/IOBHO NOHMMaLO BCe, KPOME TOr0 YTO
HYKHO.
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MeTta npaea, YépHbii Opo3a He aypak. A BCMOMHWAA nocneaHue cnosa oTua. [arke cenvac,
Korga Het KaccaBbl U YepHoro [po3aa, OH He MOXKET MOHATb, HAaCKOJIbKO BCE UCMOPYEHO B Hallew
cembe.

PaspylweHne Ha KOpPOEBCKOM YPOBHe.

— Tebe Hy»HO nocnatb, JlTapK. 3akpbiBali rnasa.

Cmbicna cnopuTtb He 6bl10. Tensio nocrtenu, yoT pagom c [eTon, NOKOW OT TOro, YTo OTel, Tam,
rae nonaraeTca — BCe 3TO YHEC/10 MeHA B CTPaHY CHOB.

Ho cHbl MeHs Xaanu He pagyXHble. i Buaena nsrHaHHoro duwa, n3bueHne NaBoOBOM NAETbHO
Kaktyca nog susrnmebii cmex Kaccasbl, MeTy ¢ coapaHpon WKYpPOR, NbiTatowytoca yYKpbliTe Camapy.
MonHyto 6eccmbicanuy

MocneaHum Bbln COH, KOTOPbLIM A HE BUAENA YKe MHOrMe mecAubl. YOMcTBo mamobl M bpamau
Kaccasoii. A1 geprkana mamy B pyKax U ckynuna. EE mépTeble rnasa HeBMAALLE CMOTPENIN Ha MEHA, B
HUX He OCTaNnoCb HW AyLWMW, HU Yero-To, YTo Aenano eé moen Mamoi, KpoOMe KpucTanbHo-ronyboro
uBerTa.

— Tbl He cnacna meHA, J1apk.

A pes3Ko noacCKoYMIa Ha KPOBATWU, XALHO XBaTaA PTOM BO34yX, a MO LEKAM TEKIU cnesbl.
XoTenocb gymaTb, YTO 3TO ewé ogHa urpa bormHmM-MaTepu... HO A He morna b6biTb B 3TOM yBepeHa.
COMHEHME CXMrano MeHA TaK Xe CUNbHO, KaK M cama notepa. A npuxKana pyky K rnasam wu
nonbITafacb COBNAAATb C IMOUMAMMU, HO BONb B cepALLe MeHA He NoOKngana.

MNeTa noxpanbiBana BO CHE, M A BbICKO/Ib3HYNA M3 KOMHaTbl B KOPMAOpP. Houb MaHMNa meHA,
3Ba/ia BbIATM U3 Kasapmbl. MMpUTANKEHME TbMbl OLLYLLANACL HA BHYTPEHHEM YPOBHE, HOTU CamMM LUK
Bnepén, Noka A He OKasanacb B LEeHTpe B30PBaHHOrO MoJA, rae BCE BOKPYr meHs 6bl1o mepTBo. B
KOHLLe KOHLL0B COH MeA/IeHHO pacceaAca.

Mocnblwanca ene yA0BUMbIA LLOPOX OAEXKAbl U XPYCT 3eMAM No4 HOramu. A MPUroToBUANACh,
XOTA TeNo cKoBano. A npu3sana cuny 3eMan U CKOHUEHTPUPOBANACh HA HEN.

— YépHbiii [lpo3a, yauBAEHA, YTO Tbl PeLINA NOKA3aTbCA, — A He 060payYMBanach K Hemy.

— Jlapk, noskanyucra, 3081 meHsi PeliBaH.

— Tbl He moWn 6paT, — cKasaB 3TO, A pas3BepHyiacb K Hemy. OH 6bln B CBOEM nnale, HO He
CKpblBaAa CBOEro /1L BNepsble.

A nnuo ero 66110 NenekoweHo OT APOCTW.

— [lymaelwb, Tbl youna e€? [lymaelb, Tbl CU/IbHEE HEE?

— Kaccasy? — ¢pbIpKHKNA A. — be3 n3ympyaa oHa nycroe mecTo.

— He 6ecn meHs, Nlapk. 1 mory youTb Teba Ha mecTe, — PABKHY/ OH.

JloXKb, OH BO34€eNCTBYET Ha MeHA Yepe3 Bo3ayX. OH He MOXKeT UCNo/b30BaTb 3eM/t0 Tam, rae
OHa mepTBa. A A mory. Ny meHa Bce elwé candup. Y MeHA, TPY 3/1eMeHTa NPOTUB ero YeTbIpEx.

— TaK yero e Tbl XAELWb? — A WarHyaa B ero CTOpPoHy, a OH nonAatTuAaca. — Tak A u aymana. [axe
CO BCel TBOEM CMNOM Tbl TPyC. Kaxablii pas, Korga mMbl OKasbiBa/MCb NLOM K nuvuy, Tbl cberan.
Kaxkapin pas, koraa teba paHunu, Tbl yneneTbiBan NoAKasB XBOCT KaK yYB/1040K, KeM Tbl U ABAAELLbLCA,
— A HACTyNana Cc KaXablM CI0BOM.

— A 6yay npasuTtb Kpaem, Jlapk. A byay Ha3BaH HacnegHuMKom. Mpsamo cenyac ortel, nuuet
HOBOe 3aBellaHMe. He To YTO 3TOT KYCOK FOBHa, — MOTPSIC OH Nepeao MHOM bymaro.

Mucbmo, Yto nucan oted,. Y€pHbIN [po3a AeNCTBUTENbHO AypaK, pas A0 CMX MOP HOCUT ero C
coboit. Mnn moKeT BbITb... MOXKET OblITb OH HE MOXET MOBEPUTb B HanucaHHoe. B To, 4To oTey,
60blUe Bcex 106U MeHs.

— Y MeHs HeT }KenaHua npaBuTb, Y€pHbIN [po3a, HO 3TO HEBAXKHO. fl He NO3BOtO NPaBUTbL Tebe.

OH BCKMHY/ PYKY, MU OHA OCBETU/IUCb KPACHBIMU JIMHUAMMU CUbl. 10 WENYKy nanbueB BOKPYr
Hac 06pa3oBanoOCb OFHEHHOE KO/bLO.
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— Torga gaBal NOCMOTPUM, KTO M3 Hac BCE TaKM CU/bHENLWINN. TBoe obellaHune elé B cune’?
Y70 Tbl HMKOTAA HEe 0bManLWb MeHA? Van Tbl Tenepb TOXKEe NryHbA?

Al cXkana YentcTu 1 ¢ TPYAOM NPOroBopUNa:

— ObelaHune Tomy, KTo airan, He obeltaHme. Cetyac mbl BCE 3aKOHUYUM.

CnpaBa K Ham npuban3Mnace M NpoLWNa CKBO3b Mnama cBepkatowas ¢urypa. bornHa-Matb
cuANa OT NepenosiHABLIEN €€ CUNbl, TEMHble BOJIOCbl PA3BEBA/IMCb HA HEBUAMMOM U HEOLLYTUMOM
BETPY.

— Bbl 062 mou n3bpaHHble. Al 3anpeLuato Bam CpaxKaTbCA.

Al nsorHyna 6poBb, HO He oTBesa B3riaaa oT YepHoro [po3aa.

— Tak 370 13-3a TebAa OH yberan oT npownbIx Apak, Aa?

YEpHbIN [po3a ycmexHyca.

— fl He Tpyc. A NoKopHbIA. O6enm momm maTepam.

OH NOKNOHMACA el No nosAc.

fl OTCTYNMAA Ha War U C LWYMOM BTAHY/1a BO34YX.

—MNonarato, Toraa Tl e4UHCTBEHHbIN.

OH 0b6epHyca KO MHe, He CKpbIBanA B rNasax M3BpaLLeHHOe Y40BO/bCTBME.

— Tbl BCE ewwé cobmpaeLbca CPas3mTbCA CO MHOM?

Al AépHyNa nanbLamm NPaBo PYKKU, U AepPEBbA BOKPYT HAC CTa/IM TECHbIM KOJIbLOM.

— fl He npocTo caxycb € Tobol. fl Teba ybblo.
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I'1aBa 26

JepeBba NO KpaAm B30PBAHHOrO MoAA YCTPEMWUIUCH K Ham, CO34aBasA WyM yparaHa. YEpHbIN
[po3a yBepHyACA OT NepBbixX ABYX, HO 6bl1 NOMMaH TPETbUM M3-3a CNKUHbI. A He CTana XKAaTb, Korga
OH nogHuMeTcA. PUHYBLUNCH K HEMY, A BbIXBaTW/1a CBOE KOMbe U coeanHUAa ero.

— Hert, Nakcnep, a 3anpewato! — 3akpuryana bornHa-Marb.

Al He ocTaHOBUANACS.

—Torpa Tebe He cnenoBano BbibUpaTb Hac 060MX.

Al BbiCTaBMNA KOMbe, U MEHA AEepPHYN0 Has3ag, BUHOrpagHble N03bl 06BMAUCL BOKPYF MOEM
Tanun. OHU CXKAIMCb N HAYANM HArpeBaTbCA, BCMbIXMBAA NAaMeEHEM.

fl BCKMHYNA roNoBy U 3aKpuyana, cbpacbiBas ¢ ceba ocTaBlwIMECA N103bl U pPa3pbiBad MONEKYbI
Ha mMenbyakLune YacTubl.

YépHbit Opo3a ynan Ha KOJIeHW, APOCTb 3axnecTbiBana ero ronybole rnasa. Mexay Hamn He
OCTaNoCb cNoB. Mbl CKa3anu BCe YTO HYXKHO.

Mbl 60pONUCH C NEPEMEHHDBIM YCNEXOM, M3BNEKAA CUY N3 OKPYKAIOLLEr0 HAC NPOCTPAHCTBA.

Kak B mapTuu waxmat, Mbl 661211 NpeaenbHO OCTOPOXKHbI B Bbibope xoaa.

Al BOCcnonb3oBasnack candupom, Yepnasa ero cuay, He NOHUMasA, YTO Aenato. A BbITAHYNA PYKKU, U
BOAa NpeBpaTuaacb nepeao MHOM B KaTAwMihcA wap. MN3BepHyBWUCb, A Bpocuna ero B YepHoro
[po3aa, nsmeHAs MoneKy/bl U NpeBpaLlLan Ux B negAaHon wap. OH yaapun ero B Nae4o, oT4ero Tot
pa3BepHyaca. YepHolin [po3a NOAHAN PYKY M BbICTaBUA B MO CTOPOHY naned,

Paspsag monHumM npopesan Hebo U BbICTPENANA TOYHO B MeHA. CNMHY M30THYN0 AyroK, a nepes,
rnasamu 3anaacanm WUcKpbl. i He Morna AblwaTb, HE MOrna Aaxke Aymatb oT 60au, Nblowenca
KacKagom CKBO3b Teno. Ycablwas cmex YepHoro [po3ga, A cymena pasBepHYTbCA WU yA0BMUAA
napALLYyto 32 3aBOPKax CO3HaHMA CBA3b C 3eMEN. fl NOTAHYNACL K HEM, U OHA OTO3Ba/1aCb, HANOHAA
MeHA.

Al BUENKMANAcb B CBOKO cuy, Noka YépHbi Jpo3a obpaltan Ha MeHA BeCcb CBOWN pe3epB. MonHus
ncyesna, Ho A yxKe bblna Ha KOIEHAX, @ OH OMYCTUA PYKU MHE Ha ro/10Bsy.

— Al He xouy 3TOM 6MTBbI, JlTapK. A gecTBUTENbHO 06O TEDA.

BeccmbicneHHble C0Ba, YUNTbIBAA, YTO OH COBMPANCA CNOMATb MOM pa3ym, Kak Opex.

Kasanocb, CNOBHO OH 3anyCcTWUA nNajblbl NPAMO B FOJ0BY W pa3pbiBajl MO3r YaCTUYKY 3a
YaCTUYKOW. A ycabiwana COBCTBEHHbIN KPUK, HO HE MOr1a OCTaHOBUTLCA, NbITAACb OTOABUHYTLCA OT
Hero nogasnblue.

OH 6bln cUNbHEE MEHA.

A He morna ocTaHOBUTb ero.

3TO MOWU MbICAU UAK ero? B rnose MesibKHYN CryCTOK TbMbl, U Ha MEHA YCTaBWUAWUCb, PenKo
MOpras, YepHble rnasa. «Xopowo, YTo A ocTaBmaa c Tobon YacTmuky ceba, dnemeHTanb».

Actpug. Mexxay mHoto 1 YépHbim [po3gom pacnonsnacb TbMma, OTPbIBasA ero ot meHA. A ynana
Ha CMXHY, a ero oTbpoCcKN0o Ha APYroi KoHeL, B30OPBAaHHOIO NOAA.

Bce Tesi0 OT BO/IOC A0 KOHYMKOB NasibLLEeB HOM COTPACAN0 B KOHBY/AbCMAX. He aymato, 4To morna
6bl faxe BCTaTb. M A TaK M ocCTasacb /iexxaTb Ha 3eMJie, 3apbiBLUIMCb PyKaMM B MATKYIO MEPTBYIO
no4sy.

MoagHABWNMCL W HanpasuBWWCL KO MHe, YépHbin [1po3a paccmatpyBan MeHA MOJHbIMU
nobonbiTcTBa ronybbiMu rnasamu. Yeuaes, Kak BbICTPO OH NepektoyaeTca ¢ O4HOr0 COCTOAHMA Ha
ApYyroe, A MOHANA, YTO OH TaK e HecTabuneH, Kak n Kaccasa.

— Kak?

— Kakasa pasHuua.

MHe HyXHO 6bino BCTaTb, YTOGbI BbIUFPaTb MNobonble BpemeHW. A He PUCKHyNa Jaxe
06epHyTbcA K bornHe-Matepu. [1yno AymaTtb, 4TO OHA 3aCTYNUTCA 32 MEHA.
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YépHbin [Apo3a ynblbHYACA, MU 8 BCMOMHWUAA, Kak He 3amevana B Hem JiKU. ObmaHa. MeHs
HaCTONIbKO OCNENNANO KenaHue BbiTb XOTb KEM-TO NH0OMMON.

3apblyas, OH NPbITHYA HA MeHs, 06paLLanch B NpbIXKKe. Hy KOHeYHO, OH 060poTeHb. M nodyemy A
He yauBneHa?

OH npu3eMnunnca Ha 4YeTbipe Nanbl YXKe Kak OrpoOMHbIN meaBeab. Bapesen ewé pas, cBepkas
ronybbIMm rnasamm Ha OrpOMHOM MOPAE C FYCTbIM MEXOM.

MaxHyB 340POBEHHbIM NanuLen, OH 3aLenui KOrTaAMM MO0 LMKONOTKY M noatawmn cebe. Ha
CaMOM Jenie, OH C NErkocTbto Mor youtb MeHsA, BbICOCaB U3 NErKMX Becb BO3ayx. Ho oH oTTArusan
MOMEHT.

3acTtaBnAa meHAa cTpagaThb.

Kortamu BNnACA B MOM MblLWLbI U C NEFKOCTbIO pa3pesan Ux CIOBHO HGPUTBOMN.

A noTaHynacb K ero mopae W BAaBWAa Najbupbl B rnasHuubl. OH B3peBen M OTAPAHYA, TPACA
ronosoM. MonNATUBLWNCDL Ha3aA Ha HECKO/IbKO ¢yTOB, OH CHOBa 06paTuacA, He NPUBAMIKAACH KO MHE.

— Tbl NpOCTO BbINEHAPUBAELILCA, — BbIAOXHYA A, BOpACb C BHE3ANHO NOACTYNUBLUEN TOWHOTOM
M NoTeMHeHnem B rnasax. Ceyac To/IbKO B 06MOPOK FPOXHYTbCA He XBaTano.

YEpHbIN [po3a yXMbIAbHYACA, U3 [/1a3 TEK/A KPOBb.

— MoeT 6bITb. MoXKeT 6bITb, A XO4y, YTOD Tbl yBUAENA, KaKaA *Ka/lKas No CPaBHEHWUIO CO MHOM

— [loBoNbHO, — NponsHecna bornHa-MaTb 04HOBPEMEHHO LWBbLIPHYB B HAaC CMIOM, packMaas no
demne. f noTAHynacb K cune — nyctoTta. Cyas no auuy YepHoro [po3aga, OH HAaXo4WACA B TOMN Ke
nosnumn.

— Hukto He bypeT apatbea. A Bbibpana Bac oboux. Mo pasHbIM NPUYMHAM, M MNOKA Bbl He
NMOHMMaETe 3TOro A0 KOHLUaA, Yero A 1 He ay. Kay A nog4yMHeHUA, — CI0Ba HA/ZIMBA/INCb CUOM, NOKa
He CTanM CNOBHO MOJIOTKOM 6MTb NO ronoBe OT FPOMKOCTM U MowM. Ee Bonockl Bbinn Y€pHble, Kak
HOYb, M A MOHWMMaNa, Kakana CTOPOHA eé NNYHOCTU ceiyac pagom. Tem bonee, 3a4em OHa cracaet
MmeHA? NoToMy YTO MMEHHO 3TO U MPOUCXOAMNO.

YépHbint lpo3a youn 6bl meHsA, ecnv bl OHa HE OCTaHOBM/IA €rO.

— [la, MaTtepb, — Y€pHbI [1p0o34, CKAOHUA rON10BY.

BornHA-MaTtb nocmoTpena Ha meHA. A BCKMHYNa 6poBb U Npou3Heca:

— 3aTKHUCb.

OHa ckpuBuna ryboi.

— YépHbii Opo3a. A 3anpeuwato Tebe pasbickuBaTtb Jlapk. Tbl He byaellb ApaTbCA CO CBOEWM
CEeCcTpoi, — OHa roBOpwuIa 3TO, Kak MaTb, OTYMUTbIBAKOLLAA CBOEro pebéEHKa.

OH nepeBén B3rnAL C Heé Ha MeHs.

— Tbl HE CMOKeLllb OCTAHOBUTb €€ MO OTHOLWEHMIO KO MHe. OHa HenocayLwHa.

Al paxe He cobmpanacb CNOpPUTL.

—Torpa mbl bygem aeprkatb €€ noganblue oT Tebs, MO ManbymK.

OH xNIoMNHyNa B NagoWwu, U MeHs NOAXBATUAO CUMAOM U OTWBbLIPHYAO Ha3aAd. A HECKO/IbKO pas
KYBbIPKHYNACb, NMOKa HE O4YyTUAACb Ha rPaHMULE MPOKAATOro noasa. YépHoin Opo3an u bornHa-MaTtb
ncyYesNn, CNOBHO MX HUKOTAa 34eCb He bbino.

— Tbl NpaBAa cKasana BuB 3aTKHYTbCA?

A MOPrHy/ia HECKOJIbKO pas, rsas Ha NpuddurHa, cMoTpsLLEro Ha MeHA CBEPXY BHU3.

— [1a, noxoxXe, 4TO TaK.

— byab A npoknaT. OHa HaKOHEL-TO BCTPETUIA AOCTOMHOMO CONepHMKa, aAa’?

OH yXMbI/IbHY/ICA, NPOTArMBaAA MHe PYKy WM nomoraa BcTaTb. A 06/10KOTMAACb Ha Hero, He B
CMN1ax NepeHecTn Bec Ha CBOK WMCKaneudyeHHyto Hory. Korga a nogHsnacb, pnudduH npotaHyn mHe
NINCTOK Bymarun. fl nocMoTpena Ha Hero — 3HaKOMbIM NOYEPK HA NeprameHTe U Kanaa YepHu, Koraa
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pyKa Moero oTua AporHyna. 1o 6bl10 BCe, YTO MHE HY}KHO, YTOObl A0Ka3aTb: MOM OTel, He AOJIXKeH
BblOMpaTb bpaito nan PeliBaHa B Ka4yecTBe Hac/le4HUKOB.

Mocne Hawel 6UTBbLI BCA NoAsAHa 6blna B3pbITa M UCTEP3aHA: C/IOMaHHbIE Y OCHOBAHMA AepeBba
no eé Kpaam, cropesLlasn n obyrneHHaa mectamm 3emns.

C NpOTUBONOIOXKHOM CTOPOHbI K HAaM Hecnack MNeTa, nogHMMan B BO34yx CTon6bl Nbinn. Mo3aan
C NOAHATbIM OpYyXuem cnewmnnm Kaktyc v du.

— MNpeKpaTu Tak NocTynaTb co MHoWM, JlapK! — 3aKpuyana u npbirHyna Ha meHs MeTa. A noimana
eé v nocaguna cebe Ha nneyo.

— Al He cneuunanbHo. YecTHo.

3w n KakTyc He cmoTpenu Apyr Ha Apyra, Ux B3riagbl 6611m yctpemaeHbl HA MeHA. A He cmorna
cAeprKaTb B340Xa.

— Naém pomon, — KakTtyc yKasan 6onbwmnm nanbLem cebe 3a cnnHy B cTOpoHY Kpas.

fpudduH ¢ Hamm He noweén, HO NPoBOXKAA B3rNA4OM. f 3Hana, NOTOMY YTO AOBaXKAb
obopauymBanacb. BoiparkeHne YEPHbIX rNa3 Kasanocb HeuntaembiM. Ho ero nosa ckasasa Bce, YTO MHe
HY*XHO OblN10 3HATb.

Houb ewWé He KOHYNAUCD.

Mbl WAM B MONYaHUK, A ONMpPanacb Ha 060UX MYKUYMH, HO TULIMHA He Bblna KomPopTHOM. U He
TaKoM, Kak nocse yaayHon paboTbl. OHa Hec/a NPUBKYC TAXKENOro yaapa, BCE eLwé KAyLLero Hac.

Mopoiiana kK Cnupanu, A He ygmMBmAaach, yenaes tonny aAogen. OHW pacxoannuncb nepen Hamu,
HO He c noyteHnem. Mnesatb. Ha cTyneHax Cnupanu ctoan oteu. PepH HUrae He 6bI1O BUAHO. A
B3A1a 33 PyKy duwa.

—Arpe ®epH 1 pebEHOK?

Ctonno cnoBam copBaTbCa € ryb, Kak A cama Bce noHAna. OTel AWWb MOKa4ana rosoBon M
npousHec:

— Kaccasa.

Cepaue c 6onbto 3acTyyano B rpyau. beaHaa ®epH. N3 Bcex 4neHOB Halel CeEMbW OHA OAHA
3aboTnamcb 060 mHe no-ceoemy. OHa 3acTynasnacb 3a MeHA nepes OTUOM.

Mo KpaliHen mepe, Tam, rae oHa cenmyac, MMpP U NOKOM, XOTA 3TO yTewasno cnabo.

CTonno Ham NogomTK 6AKnKe, KaK TOT, KOro i Ha3blBasa OTL,OM, BO3BEN K HEBY pyKMU.

— Bo n3bexxaHune pasHoraacui B Halem gome A NPOoBO3raaLly npeemHuKa.

OH 3amonyan, Npu B3rnaLe Ha MeHs ero naeyun CCyTy/ININCD.

— Jlakcnep, ¢ To60M A MOroBopto NO3XKe.

C Hum cTosanmn benna v Bpaiis. Bce, 4To ocTanoch oTLy, BbibpaTb U3 ABYX AEBYLUEK.

lnasa bennbl BCTPETUANCE C MOMMU, U A BblgaBMAa Clabyto yablbKy. OHa CMOprHyaa cnesbl U
NPUIOXKUAA PYKY K cepauy. A moBTOpMAaa XKecT.

OTeu, 3arosopun:

— Mol Hapoa, A 0cCO3Hato OwWMBKM B cBOMX AencTBMAX B npowaom. CblHOBbSA He 6blau
OO0CTOMHbI Ha3blBaTbCA HAaCNeAHUKaMMU.

fl HepBHO KOMKa/sla B pyKax NMUcbMo. MHe Hy)KHO byaeT npuaymaTb YTO-TO, €C/IM OH Ha30BET
Bpaiito. MoaTomy TUXO monuna, Ytobbl Hassan benny.

— CBoeli npeemHuuel 06bABAAIO MAaaLWwyo AoYb, bpaitto.

Hapopg pa3pa3unnca osBauuamm, a MHe MOKa3a/sioCb, YTO Ha MJeyn onyctmuaca sec MpoKnAaTbix
Ckan. MHe ocTaBasnoch NLWb O4HO.

A nogHANa pyKy.

— OcTaHoBuUTECD.

Mo Tonne Npoweén ryn yansneHmsa, a NOTOM LWENOT MOEro UMeHun
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— Y MeHA ecTb A0Ka3aTenbCTBO, YTO Tbl He B cBOEM yme, uto KaccaBa u YépHbii [po3ng
HaBpeaunu Tebe, TNLWINB BOSMOXKHOCTM NPaBUTb U caenaThb Jiy4lwunii Bbibop Bo 61aro Halein cembM.

Al nogowna 6anKe n NpoTAHyNa Nnucbmo benne.

— benna, npoyTn, NoXKanymcra.

OHa Ha4vana uuTaTb, CNOTbIKAACb, MOKA He Aowna A0 TOW 4acTu, rae OH Has3Ba/ MeHA
HacnegHuuen. OHA BCKMHYNA B3rNA4 Ha MEHA U YXMbl/IbHYNaChb.

— Ortey, Tbl COBCTBEHHOPYYHO Ha3Ban Jlakcnep CBOeEM NpeemMHUUen W MNOSIHONPABHOM
npaBUTENbHULIEN.

Mo 3aKOHY OH HMYero He Mor caenatb. MMMcbMo 6bIN0O A4AaTUPOBAHO pPaHblLUe, YEM OH Ha3Ban
npeemHuKom BeTya.

OH nobnegHen, v nosagu Hero s yBuaena TeHb cBoelt matepu. Unm 3ato BoruHs-Marts,
NPUHABLUAA 06/IMK MaTepw, A He 3Hana, U MHe bblao Bce paBHO. OHa NONOXKUAA PYKY eMy Ha naeYyo. f
OrNAHYNACb: HUKTO 3TOro He BUAenN.

Bo mHe wenTan [yx, n A NOHUManNa, YTO UMEHHO MO 3TON NPUYMNHE A BUXKY eé.

— Al He oTpeKatocb, — NpowenTan oTel. — f... 06bABAAID JlaKCcnep NpeemMHULEN U creaytowen
Koponeson Kpas.

Tonna onyctnunacb Ha KONEHU BOKPYT MEHA.

Kak nerko mHe gocranca TpoH. fl nocmoTpena Ha dwa u Kaktyca. M ux s mory noay4ymtb o6oux.

Al nocmoTpena Ha bpalito, oHa B3A0XHYNa ¢ obaeryeHnem, notom Ha benny. OHa KMBHYNA MHe.

— Mpumu aT0, Mapk. A 6yay pagom c Toboil.

Ho A He nyywwuii Bblbop Ana 3Tol pabotbl. 1 nonykpoBka. TpoH Kpaa [Ao/KeH 3aHATb
TeppanuHr. A a 6onblie He NPUHAANEKY STOMY MECTY.

— fl oTpeKatoch.

Y 0Tua pacwupuanch rnasa, B To Bpemsa Kak benna csou npukpsbina.

- Yro?

BornHA-MaTb NoKa4ana ronoBon 1 3arosopmaa, obpaLancb KO MHe

— fl 3acTasnto Teba cHoBa oOWyYTUTbL Ha cebe ero besymue, ecnm He NpUMeLLb TPOH. Tbl HY)KHa
MHe 34,eCb Kak KoposeBa, Jlakcnep.

CHoBa maHunynaumu.

— Jlydwe bennbl gnAa TpoHa He HahTWU. OHa BOCNMTLIBA/NIACb KaK AMMIOMAT, pPoOCna Kak
npuHuecca. A meHA yumam 6biTb IHAEPOM U CAYKUTb CBOEW Koponese. A meHsA bypeT yecTblo
NOYMTaTb €€ ¥KU3Hb Bbille CBOEN.

fl onyctTnunacb Ha 04HO KOJIEHO M CKNOHWAA roniosy nepeg bennon.

— Tbl OTKa3bIBaeLWbCA OT CBOETrO NpaBa Ha TPOH? — NOJIHbIM HEA0BEPUA FOJIOCOM CMPOCUA OTel,

MeHA 3aToNMA0 CNOKOMHOM yBEPEHHOCTbIO, [lyX noaaepKMBan MeHs

— Ha. benna — nyywnii Bbibop. Ecnn Bbibepelub Bpalito, A ncnpasao Teba KakK 3aKOHHas
HacnegHWUA.

Tonna cHoBa axHyna. A ocmenunacb NOAHATL rnasa. OTew, CMOTPEN Ha MeHA HeyuTaeMbim
B3rnagom. ®epH n ux pebéHka bHonblwe HeT, ux ybuna Kaccasa. Y Hero 6onble He ocCTanocb
HacnegHMKOB, KpOMme TPEX aouvepen

— bennagoHHa, — NPOTAHYN OH el PyKy, — Tbl NPMMELLb Ha ceba OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, OT KOTOPOWA
Tak 6e34yMHO OTKa3a/slacb TBOS cecTpa’?

OHa BNOXKNA CBOK PYKYy B €ro, HO nmepes 3TMM MOCMOTpesia Ha MeHA. B rnasax umtanacb
033a604eHHOCTb. BO3MOXKHO, el He HpaBWIaCb MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OHa €AUHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHAA
HacnegHuua. OgHaKo A 4YyBCTBOBana NpaBWU/IbHOCTb cobcTBEHHOro Bblbopa, Kak M npu Bbibope
Camapbl. bennagoHHa — e UHCTBEHHAA, KTO 40/1XKEH NPaBuTb.

— [a. MouTy 3a YecTb, —4YeCTHO NPOroBOPMAA OHA, N A eé yCabllwana.
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bornHA-MaTtb oTowna Ha3ag, W, KaK TOAIbKO OHAa OTNYCTUAA OTLA, OH BMW/CA B MEHA MOJHbIMU
3/10CTU rNasamm.

— Tl npegnoyna ucnonb3oBaTb Muelky. Hapywana Hawwm 3aKkoHbl. OckBepHwuna [Hes3no,
3aC/NyKMB 3BaHWe PaspywutenbHuubl. Y6bueana Cunbdos. Ybusana CanamaHgp. Ybueana
TeppanAnHros n YHAWH.

A c Tpy4OM CrNOTHYANA, 3HaA, YTO nocneayeT Aanblue.

— [a. M a 6bl caenana 3To CHOBA, YTOObI 3aLMUTUTL TEX, KOO /106110,

— C/IMLLIKOM MHOTO HapyLleHHbIX 3aKOHOB. Tebs XaeT cmepThb.

B Hem He 6b1n10 3106bI, TONIbKO rNyH6OKasa Nevyanb U CMATEHUE, KOTOPbIE HANOHWUIN BO3A4YX.

— Tak Tomy 1 6bITb, — NpoLwenTana A, He ABUraAACb C MecTa.

KaKTtyc Bblwen snepea.

— HeT. 370 A BbI3Ban MuwelKky. A Hapywun 3TOT 3aKOH. 3HAYUT, O4HUM HaKa3zaHWEM 4NA Hee
MeHbLe. Tbl He MOXKellb YyouTb ee.

Al He oTpearnpoBana — He 6blia yAUBAEHA, YTO OH MOMbITAETCA NPUHATb HAaKa3aHWE OT MEHA.
3710 6bIn0 B Ayxe KakTyca.

— KakKryc, He Hago...

— HeT, — OH onycTUACA Ha KOJIeHM pAaoM CO MHOM. — HeT. fl He aam Tebe npoliTK yepes 3To 6e3
MeHA.

Mol oTew, cowen ¢ BO3BbILWEHMUA.

— Bbl 06a M3rHaHHWKM C HacToAWEro MomeHTa. Bbl bonblie He npuHaanexkute Kpato. Bbl
Honblle He YneHbl Halel cembu. Jlakcnep, Tbl OTNPaBULLILCA 6POAUTL MO NyCTbiHe. Tenepb 3TO TBOWM
AoM. KakTyc, Tebs s 3roHsto Ha ceep. Bbl He byaeTe BmecTe.

lnasa KaKTyca oKpyrnamMamch, U s NOHANA, 0 YemM OH ayman. OH HaKOHeL-TO Hawen cnocob b6biTb
€O MHoM 6e3 Jwa. BoT To/1IbKo KaKTyc He nepekmn 6bl U3rHaHumA.

Pspgom B3Bbina lMeTa, eé 60/1b 0TPasnNoCb BO MHe. Al npucena n obHANa €€, NPoLIEenTaB Ha yXo:

— [MeTa, 370 He HaBceraa. A nepexuBy M 3TO. Tbl e NOHMMaeLb, YTO pa3 TanaH BbIXKWUA, TO
BbIXKMBY M A. MocTapanca y3HaTb KaK MOXKHO 6onblle, OTNPABAANCA B pasHble CEMbM WM BbIACHU UX
cekpeTbl, cnabocTn. bornHa-MaTb UrpaeT CIMLWKOM C/IOXKHYIO UTPY, U A AO0NXKHA PACKPbITb €é.

OHa npurKanacb KO MHe rosI0BOMN.

— MNoxanyicra, He OCTaBNAN MeHA CHOBaA.

— 3710 HeHagonro, mos Heneta. HeHagonro, — A nornagunna eé no ronose. — LLensep. 3abepu eé,
M NocTapainTecb He CUNbHO BecuTb Apyr Apyra.

Merac nokayan ronoBow.

— IT0 HenpaBuaLHO.

— Mocne Bcex cmepTen? — HacTana MoA o4vyepedb KayaTb ronoBoW. — [lymato, A eweé nerko
oTAenanace.

%k %k %k

HWKTO He NPULWEN NPOCTUTLCA CO MHOM, HUKTO, Kpome AByx GamunbApoBs. benna nbitanack, Kak
n Kaktyc ¢ Swem. Ho ux oTTawman, noka OxpaHa TOPOMIMBO yBOAWAA 6E3pOMOTHYH MeHA K
3anagHowm rpaHuue Kpas.

Mpucnonuswmnce K gepesy, NpudduH Habnwoaan, Kak MeHA BbIWBbIPHYAMU, CAOBHO MELLIOK
mycopa.

— BbInHYyAn?

A cTpAXHyna ogexay.

— MNoxoxe, Tbl HE YOUBNEH.
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— TouHo. Mpepgnonaran, 4YTO 3TUM KOHYMTCA. A Nponaycb ¢ To6oM HemHoro. [lymato, y mMeHs
ecTb, yemy T1ebs 00y4nThb.

Bok 0 60K Mbl WK Yepes nec, U3rnbaroLWMNCs K tory.

— N yemy 370?

— Kak genatb nonesHoe 3 3emnun. He cunon moicaum, a pykamu. Hayuy tebs KysHeuHomy geny.
CocTaBnto Tebe KOMNaHMIO, NOKa Tbl He AONAEWb A0 NYCTbIHW. Jymato, y Teba K 3ToMy TanaHT.

He sToro a oxxnagana.

[OHV cMeHANNCb HOYaMK, U Mbl OCTAHABAMBAIUCD, INLLb KOrga Nagann oT yCTanocTu, AN mMos
He3axuBwaa Hora TpeboBana oTabixa. B ceppgue nocenmnacb CTPaHHAA MycToTa, KOTOPYH A
npeano4ymTana He 3ameyaTb.

OT1 noTepwu MeTbl. dwa n Kakryca.

Ot BMAa polgatowen bennbl, Korga meHa yBoAWAW, OT TOTO, YTO TaK M He yBMAENA NIEMAHHULY.

OT NoHMMaHUA, 4To BorMHA-MaTb NMWb NCNONb30BaNa MEHA, CTOJIbKO Pas.

30B NyCTbIHX A ouwyTuna Ha naTtoe yTpo. lNepeno MHOKW paccTunacnacb NycTbiHA. [nocKas,
nyctaa U oAuHokaa. COMHUE HACTO/NIbKO CNEKAO 3eM/I0, YTO OHA MOFNA CPABHUTLCA C BETOHOM.
FopAumnii BeTep cBOHOAHO ryNAN NO €€ NPOCTOPaM, FOHASA NePEKATU-MNOJE U Nblb.

— BoT 1 moii gom.

— Tebe HasBanu cpok? — cnpocun MNpudduH, Noka Mmbl 06a BCMaTPUBANIUCL B TOPU3OHT.

— HeT. MI3rHaHme BeYHO, Tbl e 3Haelb.

— J/lnwb NOTOMY, YTO OHW HEe 3HAIOT, YTO Tbl CMOXKelWb BbIKWUTb. Ara? — MpudduH neroHbkKo
CTYKHY/1 MEHA NO N/JIeYy Ky/J1aKoM.

fl ycMmexHynacb, HO CMELLOK BblLe1 FTOPbKUM.

— Ara. 3Halo, — UMEHHO NO3TOMY MEHA He Nyrano HakasaHue. — MpUPPuUH, oTew, M3rHan eweé u
KakTtyca. OH He BbIXXuMBeT.

— A npucmoTplo 3a NnapHem M oTBeay ero B 6e3onacHoe MecTo nocsie TOro, Kak NnoKaxy Tebe
BCE, YTO A0/KeH. B mecTo BHe Halwero mupa, rae oH byaet B 6e3onacHOCTM xaaTb Tebs. Kak Tebe? —
OH C A0BOJIbHbIM BUAOM BbICTaBW/ BNepés noabopoaokK.

— Y70 3HAUUT XKAaTb MeHs?

OH NpbICHY/ CO CMEXY.

— Ckonbko Tebe noTpebyetrcA BpemeHM, 4TOObl pPewmnTbCs MOKUMHYTb NYCTbiHO? CKObKO
notpebyeTca BpeMeHu, YTobbl Lenun ocnabau, u Tol HapyLWKUAA U 3TO NPABUNIO?

Y MeHS BCMbIXHYM LLLEKMN.

— Al coBcem He Xaxay ObiTb HENOCAYLLIHON.

— A4, 310 y Teba kKpoBu. Kaxkabin HocuTenb [lyxa Takoi. MMeHHO NosToMy Tbi Takasd 3abaBHas.

OH NOAMMUTHYN MHE M OTNPaBUACA OAMH NO paBHMHe. i HabA4ana 33 HAM, PA3MbIWAAA, YTO
HecéT MHe byayuiee.

OH npaB B ogHOM. Hascerga A 34ecb He ocTaHycb. A Hy)KHa leTe, @ OHA Hy)XHa MHe. Ewé
HEeMHOro A NpoaepKycb 6e3 Heé, HO He Jo/bLue.

He HaBcerpa.

Al warHyna Bnepépn, n 6ocaa Hora HacTynuaa Ha ropadyto TBEpayto 3emnto. OHa 3aTpeneTana,
Korza A NOTAHYNACb K CBOEN cuie, A NOYYBCTBOBaNA €€ MOLLb.

CBUCT Kpbl/IbEB Haf rO/10BOM 3acTaBUA MeEHS MOCMOTPETb B Heb6o. Tam neten Lensep, Ha ero
cnuHe 6anaHcnposana lMeta B 06anube bapca. Hawwu B3rnagbl BCTPETUAUCH, U A NOAHANA PYKY, BUAS,
Kak OHM ypanawTca. A ObICTPO 3acyHyna pyKy B CYMKy WM pgoctana canéeup. PasmaxHyBLUKCDH,
WwBblpHyNa ero Nete. OHa noMmana ero obemMmm nanamm.

— Otgait canpup PunHu.

Al cHoBa NPOTAHYNA K HEWN pyKy, 601b OT HOBO pPas/yKM pa3pbiBana cepaue
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— am meHa, mon apyr. 3To He HaBcerga. EWwé HemHoro... a noTom Mbl CHOBa byaem BMecTe.
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I'naBa 27

Al Habnopgan eé nyTb No NycTbiHe. MM030pHOE M3rHaHWE ANA MEHA HMYEro He 3HaA4YMNO; A Cam
MHOro pa3 LWeén Toi e goporoi. N'yd KocHynacb yAblbKa. HEMOBMHOBEHME B KaXKAOM OBUMNKEHUW,
Aake B NOJI0XKEeHUU ronoBsbl. Bce B Helt Kpmnyano o 6yHTe. OHa MHe cpa3y NOHpPaBUAACh.

M3rHaHue B NycTbiHIO... OHa Obl He Mowna Ha 3To, ecin Obl AEUCTBUTENBHO Bepuaa, YTo TakK
HaBpeguT cebe uAM NOOUMbIM. Tak YTO A He COMHEBa/NCA, YTO OHa YyWAa WM3-3a BPEMEHHbIX
06cTOATENLCTB, YTOOBI Yyrpo3a MMHOBaNA. 1o KpalHel mepe, Tak cuMTana oHa.

— OHa cumMTaeT, 4To OHa B 6e3onacHocTu, ga? — npowenTtan Tom ¢ Moero nsaeva.

A B3rnAHyn Ha peinpu, a NOTOM Ha KEHLUWHY, KOoTopaA 3aBnajena MOMM BHUMMAaHMEM HEe Ha
LUYTKY.

- [a.

ToM UKHYA.

— Y710 Tbl COBMpaewbca ¢ 3TMm aenatb? [loToMmy YTO A 3HAO, Tbl COBCEM HE TaKoM MWUNALLKa,
Kakum 1ebs cumtatort, a?

MNMoka Merac nposetan Hago MHOM, A HE MOr OTBECTU B3rnaga oT Jlakcnep. A npucen noHuxke
TaK, YTO oulyllan NMPMKaTbIMU K Tpyau KoJieHamu bueHune cepaua. MNeta npunana K owwagnHom
CMUHE 1 HW pa3y He obepHynacb B MO CTOPOHY. JlTapK 3amaxHynacb, U mexay Hel u eTol 4yto-To
CBEpPKHYO.

— fl nomory en ynactb eLé Huxe, Tom. OHa AonKHa 6bITb CIOMIEHA, KOrda s nomory ei. Ho 3a
Hel HY)KHO cneguTb. BoT TyT Tbl MHE M NPUTOAULLILCS.

— A, TanaH. A He xo4y ocTaBaTbCA B NyCcTbiHe! Y MeHsA 34eCb COXHYT KPbI/ibs, W...

— A cnac Tebsa OT AMWeEHNA 3TUX CaMblX KpblabeB. Camapa cobupanacb BbiapaTb UX U3 TBOEM
CNUWHbI, €CAN Tbl He 3abbln, — A NPOTAHYA K HEMY PYKY, U OH BCTa/l MHe Ha NafoHb. — Uan v npurnagm
3a Hel. A byay cBA3bIBaTbCA C TOOOM Ha Kpato NyCTblHM ABa)KA4bl B rod. B gHW 3MMHEro n neTHero
COJIHLLECTOAHMUA.

OH 3acTOHan u B3/IeTEN C MOEN Naf0HKN NOLWaTbIBaACb NO-NbAHOMY. A ynepca pyKamu B KONEHU
W OMYCTUA NNIEYN.

— Tbl AoNXHa ObITb NONIHOCTBIO pa3gasfieHa, KPoLWKa Jlakcnep, — NpowenTan 8, — n A byay Tem,
KTO cAenaer 3aTo.
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