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Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted
AHHOMayus

Keint BuHTepc gaposBanun 6eccmeptme. Ho ecnm oHa xoueT XuTb B [MogzemHom mupe ¢ eHpu,
el Hy»KHO 60pOoTbCA 33 3TO NPaBo.

OpHaKo bbiTb 6eccmepTHOM He TaK YK U nerko. Xotb KelT u npegHasHayeHo ctatb Koponesol
Moa3emMHOro mMupa, OHa OAMHOKA Kak HUKorga. M HecmoTpAa Ha ee pacTywyto nobosb K [eHpw,
nosenutento MoA3eMHOro MMpa, OH CTAaHOBUTCA BCE 6onee OTAANEHHbIM M 3aMKHYTbIM. A Koraa
NPOUCXOANUT KopoHauusa KelT, FeHpU NoXuLLAeT eAVHCTBEHHbIN YenoBeK, KOTOpbIM cnocobeH ero
ybutb — Koponb TuTaHoB.

Moka apyrve 60rn rotoBATCA K BOMHE, B KOTOPOW MOTYT HalTW CBOM KOHeL, ToNbKo KenT nog
cuny cnactu FeHpu m3 rybuH MpeucnogHen. Ho ana toro, 4Tobbl NOHATL BecumcaeHHble Newepbl
MoasemHoro mupa, KeiT HykHa noMoLLb YesloBeKa, KOTOPbIN NpeAcTaBAAeT AnA ee byayuiero camyto
6onbLyto yrposy.

Ei HyXXHa nomoLb nepBoi KeHbl FeHpu. MNepcedoHbl.
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Cnoucok boros

3esc — YonTtep
lepa — Kannvona
MNocengoH — dunnun
JemeTpa — naHa
Ang — leHpum
Fectna — Codua
Apec — [lunaH
Adpoanta — ABa
fepmec — Oxenmc
AdunHa — UpeH
AnonnoH — Teo
ApTemmnaga — dnna
lepect — Hukonac
Anonnc — Kcanaep
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IPOJI0T

Kannanona wna no 3anMTomy fiydamu COMHLA MO0, U NblTaNacb He BCAYLWIMBATLCA B HONTOBHIO
PbI)KEBONIOCON [AEBYLIKM, YTO WA 32 Heu cnegom. WMHrpua crtana nepBorM CMepTHOM, KoTopas
nonblTanacb NPONTU MUCMbITAHUA U CTaTb XeHoW MeHpu. Ecnm 6bl OH NpoBoaMA ¢ Hel Bonblue NATU
MWHYT B leHb, TO NOHAA 6bl, noyemy Kannvona ybuna sty 60nTyLWwKy.

— Tebe noHpasutcAa! — cKkazana UHrpua, nogxsaTve CUAALLErO B BbICOKOM TpaBe KPOJ/MKa, U
npuana ero K rpyan. — B nongeHb Tam Bce pacuBeTaert.

— KakK n Byepa? — cnpocuna Kannmnona. — M nosasuepa? M nosa-nosasyepa?

NHrpug npocuana. — Pa3Be 370 He YygecHo? Tbl BUuAena 6aboyek?

— [a, Bugena. A ewe oneHA. [la n BCE 0CTaNbHOE, YTO Tbl 3aNUXHY/1a B CBOKD 3arpobHYH KU3Hb.

Nnuo UHrpma ompaumna TeHb. — *anb, 4To gna T7ebA 37O rAynocTU, HO 3TO MOA 3arpobHas
M3Hb. MHe OHa HpaBuTCA.

Kannvone notpeboBanocb NPUIOKUTb HEMAO YCUANIM, YTOObI HE 3aKaTWUTb B OTBET rnasa. Ecau
NHrpma, pacctpounTca, TO 3TO /INWb YCAOXKHUT nonoxKeHune. Takumu Temnamu Kannmona Bbibepetca
oTCloga TONbKO 4Yepe3 Kydy neT. — Tbl NpaBa, — BblaaBuna Kanamona. — lpocTo A HUKOrga He
6biBaNa 34ecb, MHe BCE HE3HAKOMO.

NHrpug, paccnabunacb u npobexanacb NanbLamu Mo WepPCTU KPOoaMKa. — ITO U NMOHATHO, —
XMXMKHY/IA AeBYLKA, OT Yero Kanamona 310CTHO CTUCHYNA 3y6bl. — Tbl Begb BOrMHA, N HE MOXKellb
ymepeTb. B oTanume ot meHs, — pobasuna UHrpuag, vas BNpunpbiKKy. — XoTa Obino He Tak
CTPALHO, KaK A Aymana.

Ecnm 6bl 3Ta AypoYKa XOTb YTO-TO MOHMMANA, To 3Hana bbl, YTo Kannamona He nNpocTto 6OrmMHs.
OHa 6bl1a 04HOW M3 NepBbiX LECTM YIeHOB COBETA A0 TOro, Kak y HUX MOABUMAMCL AETU, U pALbl
CcoBeTa NONO/HMANCL. [JO TOrO, KaK ee My} peLun, YTO BEPHOCTb HUXKE ero AO0CTOMHCTBA. [lo Toro,
KaK OHM Haya/nu pas3gaBaTb beccmepTue, CIOBHO OHO 6bi10 KoHdeTKon. OHa — A0oYb TUTAHOB, U He
npocto 6ormHA. OHa Koponesa.

Y710 6bl COBET M 3Ta NCOBKA KENT HM peLunin, OHa He 3aCNyXKMBasla TAKOro HaKa3aHums.

— 370 X0opowo, — otBeTuna Kananona. — Fnyno 6ostbca cmepTy.

— [eHpu NpUXoAnT BpemMA OT BPEMEHM, CMpaLUMBAET XOPOLWO AU MHe 3aecb. MHorga Ham
yaaeTtca nobbiTb BMECTe NOYTU LEeNbI AeHb, — cKasana MHrpua, a nocne ¢ ycmelwKkon gobasuna: —
Tbl HUKOTAa He paccKasbiBana, KTo e nobeann.

Kannvona xoTena Bo3pasuTb, YTO 3TO BOBCE HE KOHKYPC, HO 3TO 6blI0 He TaK. To ucnbiTaHue
6b1710 YTO HM Ha ecTb copeBHOBaHWEM, 1 Kananmona nocrapanacb BbIMIpaTb B HEM ropasgo bonbuwe
OCTanbHblX. OHAa MaCTEPCKM YHUUTOXKMIA BCEX CBOMX MPOTUBHUL. Ecam 6bl FeHpu n [uaHa He
BMeLWanncb, Keit 6ol Toxe NonosHWAA UX paabl.

9TO OHa A0/XKHa bblna cTaTb NnobeguTenem, 1 yablbka Ha anue MHrpua 4yBCTBOBasaCh €M KakK
COMb HA 3UAIOLEN paHe, Ha MecTe KOTOPOM paHee cTyyano cepgue. CHavyana Kannvona notepsana
CBOEro My»a, U Korga AeByLlKe NoAyManocb, YTO BOT, HALLIENCA TOT, KTO Mor Obl NOHATb KaKOBO ei
NPULNOCHL, M AaTb el Ntob0Bb, KOTOPYIO OHA TaK CU/IbHO »Keslana, Koraa 3ToT KTo-ToO — [eHpu — He
Aan Kannvone HM maneiwero waHca. MNotomy Kannvona notepsina Bce. CBoto cBobogy, cBoe
AOCTOMHCTBO, KaXXAYI0 Kamnlo yBaXKeHUsA, 3a KOTOpOoe OHA 6oponach TbiCAYENETUAMM, HO Xy¥Ke BCEero
TO, YTO OHa noTtepsana leHpu.

OHu Bblnn BMecTe — ABOE M3 NEpBON LWECTEPKN — elle A0 paccBeTa yesnoseyectBa. Bekamu
OHa Habnaana 3a HUM, OKYTaHHbIM TaHOM M OAMHOYECTBOM, KOTOPOE HUKTO HE MOT pa3BeATb, MOKA
He noasunace MNepcedoHa. Ho TO, KaK OHa € HUM NOCTYNUAA...

Ecnun KTO 1 3acnyXmBan HakasaHua, To MNepcedoHa. Bee, yero Kannmona scerga xotena, — ato
4yTobbl FEeHpPW Bbln cYacTAINB, OHA HaAeANaCb, YTO OAHAMKAbl OH NOMMET, YTO eAUHCTBEHHbIW cnocob
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CTaTb CcYacTAIMBbIM — 6bITb BMecTe. CKo/IbKO Obl HM NOTPeboBaNoCh ANA 3TOrO BPpEMEHU, OHA YBEpPUT
ero B 3Tom. M B KOHLe KOHLLOB, KeMT 3ann1aTuT 3a TO, YTO OTHAMA APaAroueHHble MUHYTbI UX byayuiero.

— Kannnona? — nossana MHrpua, 1 AesyLiKa OTOrHasa CBOM MbICAK Npoyb. CI0BA CKPbIUCH B
rnybuHax ee pasyma, HO rHEB U ropeyb OCTa/IUCD.

— Kent, — otBetnna Kannuona, BbinieBbiBaa 3T0 MmA, 6yaTo oHo 6bino agom. — Ee 30ByT
Kelit. OHa goub [naHsbi.

NHrpua, yameneHHo pacnaxHyna rnasa. — Cectpa MNepcedoHbl?

Kannvona KMBHyNa, U yBuAena, Kak nosagu UHrpua, roe-to saaneke, obpasoBasca CTpaHHbIN
TymaH. Kasanocb, OH 3Ban ee, HO Kanavona conpoTUBASNACL XKEMaHUI0 oTopBaTbca OoT UHrpua um
noitn cnegom. Noka oHa oTObIBaeT CBOE HakasaHWe — NPOBOAUT BPEMSA C KaXKaoM, KOro oHa ybuna,
OHa He morna yntu, He npegynpeans MeHpu. Ecam Kannnona HamepeHHO HapyLwWwKT NPUKa3s COBETA, TO
OyaeT HaBcerga u3rHaHa, a ee MecTo B COBETe 3alMMeT KTO-TO ApYroi.

Kannnona To4yHO 3Hasna, Kem OydeT 3TOT YenoBek, M NoKasiacb cebe, YTo, NOKa OHa 6OruHs,
KeliT He gobepeTcs A0 ee TPpoHa.

Kannnona nocmoTpena Ha TymaH. — Tbl Koraa-HMbyap 6biBasa Tam?

— Tam? 3a gepeBbamu? [la, HO AnWb uU3peaka. MHe bonblue HpaBUTCA TYT, Ha Ayry. Tbl 3Hana,
YTO /IENECTKM LIBETOB Ha BKYC Kak KoHdeTbI? Tebe ctont nonpoboBsathb.

— He nobnio koHdeTbl, — otBeTMNa Kananona, Habaogas 3a TymaHom. OHa elle He BUMAENa
Huyero nogobHoro emy B [log3eMHOM MUPE, U AOJ/IKHO bObITb, OH YTO-TO 3HA4YM/. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO
feHpM Tak roBOpwWAN €l, YTO Mnopa HaBedaTb CAeAylollyO AeBYLWKY. BO3MOMKHO, OH noHuman,
HACKONIbKO ZIOKY4YMBOM Oblnia 3Ta UHrpua,

— KaK e T1aK? Bce n1106AaT KoHbeTblI.

— Al He TaKas, Kak Bce, — Bo3pasuna Kannmona. — OcTtaBaunca 34ech.

— Tbl yxoauwb? Tak He nonyyntca. Tbl CHaYana AONXKHA 3aCNYKUTb MOe MPOLLEHME, @ NOTOM
Y)Ke yXo4nTb, He 3abblna?

Kannvona ckana 4yentoctn. KoHeYyHO Ke OHa He 3abblia, HO Kas3asiocb, YTO 3Ta AEBYLUKA
HUKOraa He ee npocTuT. Ho gaxe ecan u npoctut, To Kannmvona comHeBanacb, YTO TaK NOCTYNUT
Karkaana ybutas ero gesyllKa. A 3To, cornacHo peweHuto Keint, byaeT o3HayaTb, YTO OHa 3acTPSAHET B
Moa3eMHOM MUpPE Ha Lenyt BeYHOCTb. Kanamona He morna CTONbKO AaTb. — Ecam He xouelb,
4yTOb6bI A NPUrBO3AMNA TBOM HOTU K 3€MJIE, TO CTOM TaM, FAe CTOULLb, — OrpbI3HY/1acb OHa.

— Tbl MOXKelWb Takoe caenatb?

Kannvona He yaocy»unacb oTBeTUTb. BMecTo 3Toro oHa Hanpasuaacb K TymaHy, noganblie ot
NHrpuna, KoTopon, XxoTa 6bl, XBaTUNO NtOOE3HOCTN HE NOMUTK cleaoM. Yem Aanblue OHa OTAanAnacb ot
NHrpua, Tem 6onblie Nyr norpyanca BoO Mpak, noka Kannvona 1 BoBce He OKa3asacb BHYTPWU CKabl
— HacTtosAwero obnuka lNoasemHOro mupa, KOTOpbIM He MoACTpauBancs NoA MepTBylo Ayuly,
CNOCO6HY NOBAUATL Ha €ro BuA,

Mopoiiasa ewe 6AMKE K TYMaHy, OHa yYBMAENa, YTO 3TO U He Obli TymaH. Kanavony okpy»kanm
TbiCAYA MCKPALWMXCA B BO3AyXe YCMKOB cBeTa. [leByllKa MPOTAHy/a nNajblbl, U, KOCHYBLUUCb
CTPAHHOrO CBEYEHMUS, NOHANA, MOYEMY OH TaK MaHuA ee. HakoHel, nocne cTonbkux aecatnnetunin, OH
NPOCHYACA.

Kannvona ynbibHynacb, U NOTOK CU/bl, TAKON APEBHUN, YTO HE MMEN AaxKe MMEHMU, NpPoLUen
yepe3s Hee. OctaBuB WMHrpua rae-to Tam, B CaMOM JaZlbHEM Yroske NamATh, AeBYLIKa LarHyna
Bnepes, v rHeB, KOTOPbI OHA TaK A0/Ir0 CKPbIBana, HAKOHEL, Halle CBOK BOJIHO.

— 3apascTeyn, OTel.
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I'/IABA 1. BO3BPAIIIEHHME B 3/IEM

Korga s 6bln1a pebeHKoMm, yunTena 3aCcTaBAa M Hac NUcaTb pacckas «Kak A nposen 3To neto», a
NOTOM YMTaTb €r0 BCEMY KNaccy, NoKasblBaa BcAKMe poTorpadmm 1 pacckasbiBas Becesnble UCTOPUN,
Aabbl NPUBAEYb BHUMAHMWE YCTABLUMX U CKYYaAOLLMX YH4EHUKOB.

N Kaxablii roa A cuaena u BHUMana pacckasam CBOMX OAHOKNACCHMKOB M3 YaCTHOWM cpepgHen
wkonbl Hbto-MopKa, KOTopble roBOPUAM NPO CBOE NETO, NPOBeAEHHOe C 6oraTeHbKUMU POAUTENAMM
nAn npucayramum B XamntoHc, Pnopuae mnm Espone. OHM paccKasbiBasv, Kak N€TO UX U3MEHMUNO,
pacCcKasbiBa/IM MPO CBOMX NAapHen 1 gesyLlek. Nlonas B cTapliMe KNaccbl, HUYEro He U3MeHUI0Ch: BCE
Te e WUCTOPMUMU, MOoCbiNaHHble 6AeCKOM U WKKOM. J1l060BHbIE MOXOXKAEHWSA C Cynepmoaensimu B
MapuKe, HOYHble BEYEPUHKM HA NAsAXKax Baramckmx OCTPOBOB CO 3Be3gamu poKa. Kaxabii rog,
Ka*kAblM U3 yYEHMKOB CTapasca npueaedb Bceobuiee BHMMaHWE 6onee BblMYypPHOM UCTOPUEN, YEM Y
npeablayLwero.

Mos e UcTopma HMKorga He meHanacb. Moa maTb pabotana ¢popucTom, M TaK KaKk Becb eé
3apaboToOK yxo4MAN Ha onnaty obyyeHWs B LUKOJIE, HAM HWM pasy He yAanocb BblexaTb 3a npeaesbl
Hbto-Mopka. Korga y Hee 6bin BbIXOAHOW, Mbl npuxoaunn nocne obena B LleHTpanbHbIN napk u
rpenncb Ha cosHbiwKe. lMocne Toro, Kak oHa 3abonena, BCE cBoe fNeTO A NPoOBOAWMAA C Hell B
b6onbHUue. [ep)kana ee BOJIOCbl, MOKA OHA My4yuaacb OT MNOCNAEACTBUM XMMMUOTEPANUWU, WAU
nepeKk/toYana KaHanbl Ha Te/IMKe, B MOUCKE Yero-To MHTePeCHOro.

970 He XamnToHc. He ®nopuga. U He EBpona. Takoe BOT MOE NeTo.

Te wecTb mecsaueB, npoBeaeHHble C [eHpu, 3aTMAT AOOYID NETHIOK UCTOPUID MOMX
OZHOKNACCHMKOB.

— He mory nosepuTb, YTO Tbl HUKOrAa He NaaBana ¢ AefbdUHaMM, — CKasan [Kermc, Noka mu
exanu no M3buTon 1 rpAsHOM Jopore, KOTOPOM, NMOXOXKeE, HUKTO He No/b30BasicA. Mbl BO3BPaLLaIMCh
Ha BEPXHUI NoayocTpoB MuunraHa, No KOTOPOMY POC/IN AepeBbA Bbllwe, YeM HONbLINHCTBO 34aHUN.
Yem 6amKe Mbl NOABE3XKANN K MOMECTbIO I4eMm, TeM LWnpe 6blna mos ynblibKa.

— 3Haewsb, B lya30HEe UX CNOXKHO HaWTM, — OTBETWNA A, HaZAB/AMBAA Ha neganb rasa. Mol
HaxoAMNUCb TaK OaNeKo OT UMBWAM3ALUKM, YTO BOKPYr He Obl10 HU OAHOro 3HaKa OrpaHUYeHus
CKOPOCTU, a Korga A exasna no ToM e gopore ¢ 60n1bHON MaTepbid B MalUMHE, A He PUCKOBasja
npeBbILWAaTb CKOPOCTb. Tenepb e, Korga coBeT gapoBan MHe beccmepTue, BCE, 0 YemM A BOIHOBANach,
3TO O CBOEW CTAapeHbKOW MOTpenaHHOM malwwuHe. [lo 3ToM MUHYTbI A 6blna et A0BOAbHA. — MeHs
6onblle BNeYaTInao nsBepKeHne By/KaHa.

— [ake He 3Hat0, NOYEMY OH BAPYr NPOCHYACA, — cKasan [xeirmc. — OH cnan Aonblue, Yem
HEeKoTopble U3 Hac ycnenu NnoxuTb. Nobecenyto 06 aTom ¢ N'eHpwu, Korga npveaem.

— A KaKoe emy 4eno A0 By/IKaHa? — yAMBUAACH 1, a cepale nponyctuao yaap. Mbl 6b1am TaK
61M3KO K AOMYy, YTO A Mo4YTU 4yBcTBoBana leHpu. Manbubl OTOMBANM HEPBHbIA PUTM, MOKa A
Aeprkanacb 3a pyb.

— BynKaHbl — 3TO ero 3agaya. Ecnm oguH M3 HUX U3BEpPraeTcs, 3HAYUT YTO-TO NPOM3OLNO. —
[xenMc 0TopBan KycoyeK BANEHOIo MAca U NPeasioKnn MHe OCTaBLUYHCA YacTb. A cmopLiuaa Hoc.

— KaK xouelb. Tbl e NOHMMaeLWb, YTo Tebe NpuAeTca pacckasaTb emy BCE O Hallen noesakKe,
aa-?

— fl He nnaHMpoBana 3Toro Aenatb. — A NnocmoTpena Ha Hero. — YT1o? Y10 He TaK?

Oxenmc noxkan nneyamu. — Huyero. A avwb nogyman, Yto oH He bBypeTr B BOCTOpre OT
NCTOPUK, KaK Tbl NPOBENA WeCTb MecAues B peunn ¢ WnKapHbiIM 610HANHUCTBIM He3HaKomuem. U
TONbKO.

Al Tak CUNbHO 3acmeAnacb, YTO YyTb He OTMpaBM/Aa MaWMHY B KloBeT. — W KTo e 3TOT
WMKapHbI BNOHANHUCTBIM He3HAKoMeL,? YTO-TO A TAKOro He MOMHIO.
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— BOT TakMmu cnoBamu M OTBETULWbL [E€HPU, U HUKTO M3 HAc He NocTpagaeT, — Beceso
npousHec dxxenmc.

KoHeuyHo ke oH wyTuna. xkeMmc Bbin MHE Ny4ywnm Apyrom, a Mbl NPOBEN BCe NETO, U3y4as
APEBHME pPYWHbI, OrPOMHbIE Fopoga W 3axBaTbiBalolMe OCTPOBa, MOKa OblAM Ha ogHOM U3
npeKkpacHenWwmnx MecT Ha naaHete. MoOXeT OHO U OAHO M3 CaMbIX POMAHTUYHbIX, HO [)KelMcC... 3TO
[xxenmc, a A bblna xkeHoi MeHpw.

eHol. 1 4o cMx Nop He NpPMBbIKAA K 3TOMY. A XpaHWUNa cBoe 0bpyyanbHOE KONbLO M3 YEPHOro
OpMNNMAHTA Ha LEno4YKe BOKPYr Wweu, NOTOMYy 4YTO CAMWKOM 6osinacb, YTO noTepsAt, NoKa byay
HOCUTb Ha HyXHOoM mecTe. Celyac OT NMomecTbA 3AeM Hac oTAensna Anllb MWUAS, NO3TOMY Mnopa
HageTb ero Ha nasneu. A M30 BCEX CUA CTapanacb NPOWUTM CEMb UCMbITAaHWUN, AAHHbIE MHE COBETOM
6oroB, 4TOObl MOHATL AOCTOMHA N A ObITb BeccmepTHON, AOCTOMHA /i1 BbITb KOposieBol Moa3emHOro
Mupa. M TaK KaK s BbiMrpana — eaBa M — Mbl C FTEHPU CTaNu TEXHUYECKN MYMKEM U }KEHON.

Ho 13-3a Toro, YTo Mbl LIECTb MecALEeB He 06LLanmchb, s He YyBCTBOBAJ1a 3TOr0 HOBOroO cTaTyca. A
He npu3Hanacb [xelhmcy, HO NpoBena 3To /IeTo, rnas3esd No CTOPoHaM B MOMUCKax [eHpu, KOTOpbIn
AKOObI AOJIKEH BblN NOABUTLCA TaM, TAE €ro He AO0/IXKHO 6b110 6biTb. HO He Ba)KHO, KaK ycepaHo s
BbIMCKMBA/a €ro, s He yBUAEa HWU eIMHOTO 3HaKa, YTO OH rae-To psaom. AicHoe Aeno, YTo Ans Koro-
TO, KTO XMBET C CAaMOro Haya a CyLLLeCTBOBaHMNS Ye0BEYECTBA, 3TU NOJIroda NPOJIETAT HE YCNEET OH U
rnasom MOPrHyTb. HO B TO }Ke Bpems, A Npocuia He MHOTOro — JiNlb BECTOYKY, YTO OH CKy4aeT no
MHe.

lMoKa A *Knna c HUM BClo 3MMY, A1 BOpoNach 3a Kaxkablih OTBETHbIM war. Kaxkablii B3rnaa, Kaxaoe
KacaHue, Kaxkablii nouenyn. N 4To ecnm 3Tu WecTb MecsLEB Nopo3Hb CHOBA BEPHYT BCE Ha Kpyru
cBoA? OH TbiCAYM NeT ONJIaKMBa/l NOTEpPIo CBOEM NepBoi eHbl, [NepcedoHbl, a MeHA OH 3Ha/ JInLb
rog. Hawa cBagbba BoBce He Oblna MPEKPacHbIM KOHLOM MCTOpuKM NtobBu. OHA AuWb 3Ha4YUNa
Hayano 6ECKOHEYHOM KU3HU, U YTO HUYTO BOoNblLUe B HAWWEWN KU3HM He byaeT nerkum. Hu ana mens,
HW gnA Hero. OcCOBEeHHO y4nUTbIBas, YTO, MOMUMO MPUBBIKAHUA K MbICIM O 3aMYKECTBE, MHE HYXKHO
Hay4nTbCA ObITb KOponesol NoazemHoro mupa.

M He BaXXHO, KaK MHOTO /IeT A NPOBe/a, yXaXKMBan 3a YyMuUpatoLweit Mamoin, MPOTUBHbIN rON0COK
NoACKa3sbIBa/l MHE, YTO 3TO HMYEM HE MOMOMKET B MPaB/IeHUN HaZ MEPTBbIMM AyLIaMU.

Al oToABWHYNA CBOM CTPaxW Ha 3aAHMW NNaH, Korga B noje 3peHuA MOoABUANCH KOBaHble U3
YepHOro Xene3a BopoTa nomecTba. Hbio-Mopk, 6onesHb mambl — 370 BCé npolnoe. Mosa cmepTHas
¥U3Hb. A 3T0O — MOE byayuiee. M He BaXKHO, YTO CNYYNIOCh UM HE CNYYMNOCh STUM NIETOM, Ceiyac A
Mory 6bITb ¢ FTeHpU, 1 A He NPONYLLY HXN eANHOM MUHYTBI.

— [om, munbit gom! — ckasana s, npoeskan yepes BopoTa. A cmory. Beap meHs byger *aaTb
lfeHpw, oH ByaeT oyeHb pag MeHA BMAETb. MeHs byaeT KaaTb Mama, U s 6onblle HU 33 YTO He
NOKMHY Ux. O4HaXAbl A YXKe YyTb He NoTepana ee, NO3TOMY Lenoe feTo 6e3 mambl OKasanocb NPOCTo
My4yeHnem. Ho oHa HacTos/1a, YTO Moe NepBOe NETO AO/IKHO NPUHAAIEKATb NMLWb MHE, U YTO HU OHa,
HU FeHpn BMelLunBaTbCA He byayT. A Tenepb A 0Ma, A BepHyaacb, 1 BCé byaeT B nopajke.

Jxelmc BbITAHYN wWeto, 4ToObl B3rNAHYTb Ha KpacuBble AepeBbs, PaCKUHYBLUMECHA BAO/b
noporn. — Bcé B nopszKe? — cnpocu/ OH MeHA.

— ITO MHe HY)KHO Yy TebAa cnpocutb, — OTBETUANA A, NAAA Ha TO, KaK OH HepBHO GapabaHun
nasibLlamu no nognoKoTHUKY. OH 3amep, 1 5 TyT e aobasuna, He ycnes noaymaTb: — OH Beab byaer
paj BUAETb MeHs, Aa?

LKenmc moprHyn n xonoaHo otsetnn: — Kto? N'eHpu? He mory ckasaTtb. fl ke He OH.

TaKoro oTBeTa A 0XKUAa/sa B NOC/AEAHIO o4yepesb, HO Bbl10 MOHATHO — A4 Hero 310 60/1bHas
Tema. [peanonaranocb, YTo MMeEHHO /[keMmc 3alimeT mecTto [eHpu, ecinm A NpoBanoCb Ha
NCMbITaHUSAX, U, XOTA Mbl HE NOAHMMAM 3TOT BOMNPOC BO BPeMs Halleil Nnoes3fiKu, BCE 3TO ero ABHO
oropu4ano.

~8~
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— Moewb XoTA 6bl NPUTBOPUTLCA, YTO Paj, 3@ MEHA? — CKasana A. — Tbl }Xe He MOoXelb
BEYHO 3UTbCA.

— A He 3ntocb. A BONHYIOCb, — OTBeTUA OH. — Tbl BeAb NOHMMaELb, YTO He AOJIKHA 3TOro
[enatb, ecAun He xoyelwb. M HUKTO He byaeT Tebs BUHUTD.

— [Jenatb uT0? He BO3BpaLaThca B 9g4em? — fl yxKe npowwna BCe UCMbiTaHUA. A cKasana MeHpw,
4TO BepHYyCb. Paau Bcero cBATOro, mbl e 6blan eHaTbl!

— Kaxabli Beget cebsa Tak, byato Tbl ana leHpu — BCE, — cKasan [xehmc. — He
cnpaBeanvMBo, YTO Ha TebAa Tak faBAT.

focnoaun, oH W BNpaBAy HameKaeT He Bo3Bpawartbcs. — [xenmc, nocaywam, a noHana, yto
Tebe noHpaBunacb lpeuma — MHe TOXe, HO eCau Tbl AyMaellb, YTO MOMKELlb YrOBOPUTb MEHA He
BO3BpalLLaTbCA...

— fl He NblTatoCcb YyroBOpUTbL TebA, — cKkazan [AKenmc ¢ yamBuUTENIbHOM TBEPAOCTbIO. — A TONIbKO
MbITaloCb YOAUTLCA, YTO HUKTO APYroi He NpuHy:KaaeT Tebs. 3To TBOA KU3Hb. HUKTO He 3abepeT y
Tebs mamy, ecnm Tbl pelwmilb OTCTYNUTb.

— fl He... 7 He NO3TOMY Tya BO3BpaLLatoCcb, — bIpKHYNA A.

— Toraa novemy, Kent? [laih MHe XOTb OZHY BECKYIO MPUUMNHY, U i OTCTaHY.

— [a xoTb A10XUHY.

— MHe Hy»KHa TOJIbKO OAHa.

Al WMbIrHyNa HOCOM. DTO ero He Kacaetcs. Al eABa He ymep/a, NbITaacb cnactn FeHpu, u He
cobMpatocb YXo0aUTb OT HEr0 TO/IbKO MOTOMY, YTO MHE MOMKET He MOHpPaBUTbCA Moa3emMHbI Mup. —
He 3Halto, KaK Tbl, HO A nt0bato F'eHpu, n He cobupatocb 6poOcaTb ero TONbKO NOTOMY YTO Tbl AyMaellb,
YTO OH HEeA0CTAaTOYHO XOPOLL ANA MEHS.

— CnpasegnunBo, — oteeTuA ykenmc. — Ho Kak Tbl NocTynuwwb, ecnv NeHpu 1eba He nobut?

fl TaK pe3Ko Haxana Ha neganb TOPMO3a, U OCTAHOBM/IA MALUMHY HA MAPKOBKe, YTO OTOpBasja
pblyar nepekntoyeHna nepeaad. Bcé paBHO 3Ta MalluMHa NPOCTO KYCOK AepbMa. — ITO HEBO3MOKHO.
OH cKasan, 4To NoBUT MeHA, U A 3HatO, YTO OH He BpeT. B oTanumne oT HEKOTOPbIX.

. MHOro3HauMTeNbHO YycCTaBMAacb Ha [IKeMmca, HO BbIpa)KeHWe ero Auua HUYYTb He
N3MeHMNOoCb. Pa3o3nmBlUKCL, A Bble3/1a M3 MALUMHbI, MPOKANHAA pemeHb 6e30nacHOCTM, KOTOpPbIn
3auenuaca 3a AXKUHCbI. [ocne HeCKONbKUX HeyAauyHbIX NOMbITOK BbiNyTaTbCA, [AKeMmc NOTAHYACA U
CNOKOMHO pacCTerHyn ero.

— He 3ancb, — cKkasan oH. — [loxKanyicra. MNocne Toro, 4To cayumnaoch ¢ MepcedoHom, A xouy
ybeanTtbces, Uto Tebs He KAET Ta XKe yyacTb, NOHUMaeLWb? BoT 1 BCE.

Al He 6blna MAMOTKON. A NOHMManNa, 4YTo YacTb FeHpu o cux nop nwbut MepcedoHy. B KoHue
KOHLLOB, OH MOTEPAN KeNaHUE KUTb NOCNAe TOro, Kak OHa OTKa3a/sacb OT cBoero beccmepTma, 4TOObI
ymepeTb M MNpPOBECTU BeYHOCTb € Apyrum. OH Obl He 4yBcTBOBan ceba Tak, ecnnm Obl BCE ero
CyLLECTBOBAHME He BPaLLaNoCb BOKPYr 3TOM AeBYyWKWU. HO A mory aaTb emy TO, YTO OHA HUKOr4a He
MOr/la — OTBETHY0 Nt060Bb.

— Ecnun Tbl eicTBUTENBHO CYACTAMBA, M Bbl 06a ntobute Apyr Apyra, Toraa OTAMYHO, — CKasan
Oxenmc. — Ypaum Bam. Ho ecnm e HeT... ecan ogHaxAabl Tbl NMPOCHELWbLCA YTPOM M NOMMELLb, YTO
3acTaBnselwb ceba NobUTb ero To/IbKO NOTOMY YTO 3TO MPABMABLHO, @ HE MOTOMY YTO OH AenaeT Teba
cyactaivBee, 4Yem Tbl Korga-nmbo 6Obina, Torga A xody ybeauTbca, 4Tto y TebA ecTb BapuaHT
oTCTynNIeHnA. M ecam Tbl Koraa-HMbyAb 3axouellb YT, TO CKaXKM NNLLb CI0BO, U A Noiay ¢ Toboi.

Al BbICTPO 3aWwarana K NnapagHoMy BXOAYy NOMECTbA, APOCTHO Pa3maxmeasa pykamu. — OTIMYHO,
€eCciM A Korga-Hubyab pelly, 4To KM3Hb eHpu TOro He cTouT, A gam Tebe 3HaTb. Tbl MHe He
NOMOeLlb C ABEPAMMU?

[xxelimc monva nogoLen KO MHe U pacnaxHyn TaxKesble asepu, byato Te 6b1am nywmHKamm. A
MPOCKONb3HYNA BHYTPb W 3acTaBuna cebsa ynblbHYTbCA, OXKMAAA YBUAETb, YTO B BE/IMKOJIENHOM
BeCTU6IONEe, NOSIHOM 3epKan U Mpamopa, cTouT leHpu. Ho Tam oKasanoch nycro.

~9~
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— Kypa Bce nogeBanucb? — cnpocuna A, yablbKa TyT e cneTtena c anua.

— Mopo3peBato, 4To KAyT TebAa. — [KelmMC BOWEN BHYTPb C/AeAOM 33 MHOM, U ABepU
3ax10MHY/INCb, OT Yero No BCEMY X0y Pa3Aanocb 3xX0. — Tbl XKe He AyMaellb, YTO Mbl OCTAHEMCA
TYyT?

— A KyZa Ham eLe UATK, A He 3Halo.

OH 06HAN MeHA 33 NAeYn, Ho, Korga A NoABMrana UMM, YTOObI CKUHYTb €ro PyKM, OH CYHY/ WX B
KapMaHbl. — KOHEYHO e eCTb eLe MecTevko. Mam 3a MHOW.

[xxelimc npuBen meHs B LeHTp ¢oiie, rae Ha 6€10M MPaMOPHOM MOAY XPYCTaNbHbIA Kpyr
MepLan BceMu UBeTamun paayrn. Korga A nonbiTanacb OTOMTU K APYror 4acTu 3ana, OH OCTaHOBWUA
MEHS, CXBATMB 3a PYKY.

— Mbl fONKHbI OCTAHOBUTbLCA TYT, — CKa3a/l OH, MAAA BHU3.

Al ycTaBmMnacb Ha KpUCTai/ibl NOZ HAWWMMW HOFAaMW, M, HAaKOHeL, Koe-4To 3ameTuna. Hekyto
MEPLAOLLYIO AbIMKY, KOTOPaa MCXO4MNA U3 TOTO MEeCTa, rae Mbl CTOAAU. fl TyT e BbICKOYMIa U3
Kpyra. — Y10 370 TaKoe?

— leHpu Tebe He pacckazan? — cnpocua [Kelmc, U A Nokayana rosiosBo. — ITo NopTan B
Moa3eMHbIn Mup. ABCONOTHO 6e30MNacHbIM, YeCTHO. ITO KaK KOPOTKUI NyTb. M Ham He noHapobuTcs
AONTO AobupaTbea.

— KopoTkuii nyTtb?

— Ecnm 3Haewsb, Kyaa cMOTPETb, TO YBUAULWb BXOA, B [10A3EMHbIN MUP M CMOKeLb NPOXO4UTb
yepes pasHble nelepbl U BCE Takoe, — OTBETUN OH. — OHUM TeMHble, MPayYHble, B HUX He OLyLlaellb
TEYEHUs BpPemMeHW. A elwe OHKM npobnemHble, ecnn Gouwbca TOro, Kak Ha Teba byayT AasBuTb
MMWJIIMOHbI GYHTOB Pa3HbIX KAMHEN.

— Ho Tam Ke HeT HMYero, Kpome NaBbl U rPA3U, — CKas3ana fi, UTHOPMPYA MbIC/b O TOM, YTOObI
cropeTb 3aXKnBo. — Kaxapli pebeHOoK 3T0 3HaeT.

— Mbl — 60orn. U oTAnYHO cnpaBasemcs ¢ TemM, Y4Tobbl yCTpouTb cebe 6e30nacHbIi NyTb BHU3,
— oTBETUN [)KEMMC C MANbYMLLECKON YCMELWKON. M Ha 3TOT pas, Koraa OH NPOTAHY/A MHE PYKy, A
B3A21a €€ U CTyNuaa B KPYyTr.

— A B YeM eLLe Bbl Xopowmn? — npobybHuna a. — Boay B BUHO npeBpalaeTe?

— 370 PuwKa KcaHaepa, — cKaszan oH. — A yAMBAEH, YTO OH A0 CUX MOP He MpeBpaTUn
MepTBOE MOpE B OAHY CM/IOWHYO BOYOHKY C BbINMBKOW. [OMKHO ObiTb, A1 HEFO OHO C/IULIKOM
cosieHoe. fl }Ke yMmel Haxo4MTb YTO Yro4HO M KOro YroAHO — HEBAXKHO rae. Tbl He 3aMeTMAa, YTO Mbl
HW pasy He 3abaygmance B Npeunn?

— Kpome ogHoro pasa.

— Mbl 1 TOrAa He 3a61ygMNUCb, — 3aMETU OH.

— W BCé ke. — fl nocmoTpena Ha Hero, U OH NOKpacHen. — A Agymana Tbl XOPOLLO 3HaelWb TOT
panoH.

— 3Han, TbicAYM neT Ha3ag,. C Tex Mop OHWM BHEC/IM HEKOTOPblE U3MEHEHUA. 3aKpoW rnasa.

Ha Hac obpywwunacb 3n1eKTpuMyeckaa cuaa, WM MHe nocablwanca 4eu-to pes. bes
npeaynpexaeHusa, NoYsa ywna u3-nog Hor, U A BCKPUKHYANA.

Ceppaue ywno B NATKM, a 1asa WMPOKO PacnaxHyauCb. A NbiTanacb OTCTPaHUTbCA OT [xenmca,
HO ero pyKa CTa/ibHOW XBATKOM AeprKanacb 32 MeHA. Hac OKpy»Kana ckana — HeT, Mbl 6blin 8Hympu
CKaNbl, HO ABWUranucb Tak, byato oHa 6bina npocto BO3ayxom. BbiparkeHne nuua [xkemca 6bino
abCcoNtOTHO CNOKOMHbIM, KaK ByATO TO, YTO OH ABUraNCA CKBO3b KaMHU M 3eMto, U Bor BecTb Yepes
4TO elue, 6blN10 COBEPLUEHHO HOPMA/IbHbIM.

Kasanocb, 4To BCE 3TO A/IMNOCH LENy0 BEYHOCTb, HO BCETO Yepe3 HECKO/IbKO CEKYHZ, MOU HOTU
oLLyTMAKN TBEpAYIO Nousy. [xkemc ocnabun xBaTKy Ha Naevax, HO Y MeHA TaK TPAC/IUCb KOJIEHU, YTO A
NpUXKanacb K HEMy, XOTA Ha CAMOM Je/ie XOTeNa 0TBECUTb CMAYHbIM NOA3aTbIIbHUK.

— He TaK y»K Nnoxo, fa? — Becesio NPOU3HEC OH, U A 3bIPKHYA HA Hero.
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— Tbl Y MEHA elle NoNyYnLlb, — Npopblyana A. — Korga TouHo He Byaelub 3TOro oXXuaatb.

— YT0 Thl, XAy C HETEPNEHWEM, — OTBETUN OH, @ A HAaKOHEeL, MOrna CTOATb CAMOCTOATE/IbHO.
Pewns npomonyaTb, A OFAHYNACb BOKPYT. B Ty ke cekyHAy 6poBM OT yAMBAEHUA B3NETENN BBEPX.

Mb!l 6bI1M B OFPOMHON nellepe, TaKon 60NbLION, YTO He OblNI0 BUAHO HU KOHUA, HU Kpasd. A
NMOHWUMA/A, YTO Mbl HAXOAUNAUCHL NOA 3eM/IEN — KaK U BO BPEMA HALEero My4nTe/IbHOro nyTewecTsms,
KOTOpoOe A eABa Neperkmnna — ToJIbKO M3-3a NOJIHOTO OTCYTCTBMA COMIHEYHOTrO CBeTa.

OTnmnyHo. Noxoxe, N'eHpu KA B neepe.

Bmecto Heba, 3aecb ObinM pPeKM KPUCTANNOB, KOTOPble CBOMM MepLaHMeM OCBelLanu BCH
newepy. MMraHTcKMe cTanarmuTbl U CTaNaKTUTbl 06begUHUAUCE B PAL KONIOHH, KOTOPbIE HY NPOCTO He
MOrnn O6bITb TBOPEHWEM MpPUPOAbI, U KOTOpble, K Moemy obneryeHuio, $opmupoBann nNyTb K
BE/IMKONENHOMY ABOPLY M3 CBEPKaIOLLLEN YEPHOW CKasibl, BbipocLuel byaTo 3a npeaenamu newepbl.

— Ecam nossonnwb, — cKasan dxxemc. — To A, OT MMeHM coBeTa, Xo4y ObiTb MepBbIM, KTO
nonpuseTcTeyeT Teb6A B [logzemHoOM mupe.

TonbKo 5 XOTena OTBETUTb, KaK B yLIAX Pa3fanncb APOCTHbIe KPpUKK FeHpu. Mup nepes rnasamum
NOTEMHEN, M A yNana Ha KONEHM.
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B atorimax oT meHA noasBunca FeHpu, ero ANLO Tak MCKA3MIOCb OT APOCTM, YTO A OTCTYNWUAa
Ha3aa. OH 6bin B MoA3eMHOM MWpe, BHYTPU MeLLepbl U3 KPUCTANNOB, MOXOXKEN HA Ty, B KOTOPOM
Haxogunca asopel,. OHa 6bina HAaCTONbKO HeCKpalHeN, YTO A He BUAENA HUYErO, KPOME OFPOMHbIX
BOPOT, 6yATO BblCEYEHHDbIX B CAMOW CKase.

FeHpwn, CXKaB YeNtoCTH, APOXKALLMMMN PYKAMU PA3TOHAN FYCTOM TyMaH, 3aNO/IHUBLUMA KAMEHHYIO
KneTky. Yontep n ®unnmn — ero 6patba — OKpyKuau FeHpu c 06enx CTopoH, HO HbINO ACHO, YTO B
6uTBE BE/1 UMEHHO CTapLumin b6par.

— He cpaboTaeT, — CKa3an *KeHCKUI roNoc, OT 3ByKa KOTOPOro BCE BHYTPU MEHA MOXO/I0AENO.
Mo3agu MeHpu cToana Kannvona, ee rnasa 6a1ectenu ot yaoBonbCTBUA. — OH y¥Ke NPOCHYACA.

— TMoyemy? — cnpocun eHpw, ero ronoc 3By4yan O4vYeHb HanpaxKeHHo. — Tbl M BNpaBay
HaCTONIbKO Cymaclleluasn, YTo cYMTaellb 3TO 3a peleHune?

Kakum 6bl HM bl BONPOC, MHE He Jann ero y3HaTb. [eHpu 1 ero 6paTba Ucyesnu, a A OTKpbINa
rnasa v BAOXHY/1Ia NPOXAaAHbIN BAAXKHbBIM BO34YX NeLLepbl, BHYTPM KOTOPOM Haxoaunca geopel,. MHe
KaK-TO yAaNnoCb NOAHATbLCA HA KONEHWU, U PALOM TyT »Ke OKaszanca [kermc. OH noxnonan meHs no
CNUHE N HaxXMypUJCA.

— Tbl B NOpAgKe? — CNpoCuA OH.

— Yto cnyumnocb? — 3ameTms age npubaukarowmeca Gurypol, A HaNPArnacb. 370 He MOIAK
6bITb eHpyu 1 Kannnona. OH 6bl He N03BONA el NPUBAN3UTLCA KO MHE.

— Hwnuero, — HeyBepeHHO oTBeTuAN [xelmc. — Tbl yaapuaacb ronosoimn?

A He oTBeTWNa, M3yyaa ABe He3HaKoMble Gurypbl. J)KeMMc BbIrnsaen CroKOWHbIM, 3HAYuT
pagom HeT Kanaunonbl. Ho Buaen nn oH newepy ¢ BOPOTamMM? 3HAA M OH, YTO OHA TaMm, CparkaeTcs
npoTtus l'eHpu u ero 6patbes?

Al HaKoHewU, yBuaena, kem 6bian ase Gurypbl, U MeHA 0XBaTUAO YyBCTBO obneryeHns. — Mama,
— no3Bana fi, CTOA Ha LWATalWMXCa Horax. [Kemc npugepkan MeHs, U MHe yaanocb cAenatb
HECKO/IbKO LLIAroB Brnepea.

Mosa mama, KoTopas nposesa rogbl, 6OpACb C pakom, OT KOTOPOro ee CMepPTHOEe TeslI0 YMepno, C
Nly4e3apHOM yNblO6KOW Hanpasmaacb KO MHe. 1 40 CUX MOP HE MOT1a NPUBbLIKHYTb K MbIC/IW, YTO OHa —
6orvHA, 1 gaxke He ya0CyXKMNacb 32 BCE MOW BOCEMHAALATL IeT CKa3aTb MHe 06 3TOM; HO ceilvac A
nepexuBasa NWb O TOM, KaK 3ano/IHUTb Ablpy, 4TO obpa3oBanacb 3a WeCTb MecAueB BAAAM OT
AoMa.

— 34paBCTBYM, MOA MWaA, — CKasasla OHa U 0bHANa meHA. A BAOXHY/A UCXOAALLNI OT Hee
3anax A610K n dpesnun, n Kpenko obHANa B OTBET. Al TaK NO HEW CKyyana, 4YTo Aaxke He BblpasuTb
cnosamu. Tenepb A TOYHO 3HAD, YTO HUKTO HE CMOXKET ybeauTb MeHA MOKMHYTb €e U Ha TONIMKY
CEKyHAbI.

— Yt0 y Bac npomsowno? — cnpocun BTopor ronoc. Aga. Moa ny4ywaa nogpyra u npu4mHa, no
KoTopon A BcTpeTuna NeHpu. Ho 1 aeByLiKka, KOTOpaa CKpblia OT MeHA GaKT cBoero beccmeptua. —
KelT BbIrnaguT TaK, byaTo nepeXxuna npucTyn.

— Huyero cepbesHoOro, 4YtTo Henb3n 6OblI0 OGbl KOHTPO/AMPOBATbL C MOMOLLBIO HEBO/bLIOWN
NPaKTUKN, — OTBETM/AA Mama, Kacaacb Moeln weKkn. — fA BuMKy Tbl 3aropena. Kak tebe lpeuyms,
noHpaBunace?

OHa oTnycTuna MeHs, U ee MecTo TyT Ke 3aHAna ABa, HabpacbiBaACb M Aylla MEHA CBOMMMU
o6bATUAMK. — Tbl BbIrNAAWWL NPOCTO noTtpacatowe! Tbl TONbKO B3rNAHM Ha ceba. A Tak 3aBuayto
TBOEeMmy 3arapy! Tbl nokpacmnacek? Bonockl KaXKyTca cBeTnee.

Al B3rnAHyNa yepes ee Nie4vo, HO MyTb, BEAYLLMIA K 06cuagmaHoBomy asopuy, 6bin nycT. FeHpu He
npuwen BCTPeTUTb MeHA. CepAle CKanocb, a A BcAYeckM usberana B3rnaga xkemca. He xouy
BMAETb, KaK OH 3n10paacTeyeT. — O Yyem Tbl FOBOPUAA, KOTAA CKa3ana 0 «HeHO/bLLOM NPaKTUKE»?
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— O TBOEM Aape, KOHEYHO e. — Ynblbka maTepu aporHyna. — Mpowy, ckaxu, 4to FeHpu He
3a6bIn yNnomsAHYTb 06 3TOM 3MMOMN.

Al cTucHyna 3ybbl. — 3HaeTe, ecnu Bbl AymaeTe, 4To eHpPU MHe BCE paccKasblBaeT, TO 3TO He
BCerga Tak.

— HaBepHoe oOH He npeanonaran, 4to Tbl BbIXXWMBELWb, YTOObI CTOMNO paccKasbiBaTb, —
npobopmoTan xenmc.

ABa NpourHopMpoBana ero 1 B3aaa MeHA 3a pyKy. — Tbl CErogHA Kakaa-To 31as.

— Tbl 6bl TOXe cebA Tak 4yBCTBOBana, ecaun Obl ynana yepes OTBEpPCTME B MOJY, @ NOTOM
OKasa/jlacb B a4y, — OTBETUAA fl.

Mama B3sna MeHsi 3a cBOOOAHYIO PYKy, a [xelmc nonaenca nosafum Hac, noka Mbl WAN K
Asopuy. — Ynacu 6oxke HasbiBaTb 3TO MecTo agom npu FeHpu, — npeaynpeanna oHa. — OH O4YeHb
PaHMMbIM, KOTAa Aeno KacaeTcs ero paboTbl. 3To — Mog3eMHbIn MUp, a He aa. A ag, — 3TO Kyaa...

— ... loaM nonagatoT nociae CMepTu, — 3akoHuuna a. — A B kypce. O6 atom leHpu He 3abbin
YNOMAHYTb. A rae OH, KCTaTu?

Y)Ke 3aaB BONpoc, A 3Hana oTeeT. [IpoTMBHOE YyBCTBO NOACKA3bIBANO €ro.

— Y Hero ecTb HekoTopble gena ¢ gpyrumm 6oramu, — orBeTusa mama. — OHWM BepHyTCA
BEYEPOM [0 Hayana TBOEM KOPOHaLMH.

— A 3T gena cnyvyamHo He Kacatotcsa Kanamonol U rTMraHTCKMX BOPOT?

ABa TyT e OCTaHOBM/IACb, U A NOTAHY/IA ee 3a PyKy, NbiTadACb CABMHYTb C MecTa. — Kak Tbl 06
3TOM y3Hana?

A noxkana nneyamun. — MimeHHO 06 3TOM A M MbiTaslacb Bam CKasaTb. A MpPOCTO yBMAENa,
OYKBa/IbHO TO/IbKO YTO.

MHe 6b110 ACHO, YTO NOAOOHbIE BeAEHUA — YTO-TO OYEeHb Ba*KHOE, HO MOA Mama 1 BpPoBbIO He
nosena. — [a, munada, Tol byaewb BMAETb MX BPEMA OT BPEMEHW, a BCKOPE HAy4YUWbCA W
KOHTPO/IMPOBaTb.

— MoTtpAcatowe, — cbazBuna A. — MoxeT XxoTA bbl paccKaxeTe, YTO 3TO 33 BUAEHUA?

— He Hapo pacctpamBaTtbca, — OTBETUIA MaMa, U MOE pasaparKeHune TyT e UCMapuaocb. XOTb
OHa U HBblNa }KMBOW, HO NOC/IE TOTO, KaK A NpoBena roAbl, AepKa eé 3a pyKy Noka oHa banaHcmMpoBana
MEXAY KM3HbIO U CMepTblo, A He MOorna no3eoanTb cebe nNogobHyo smoumto. U wectb mecaues
c8ob0abl HE U3MEHWUAM 3TOTO.

— lMpocTn, — cKaszana A, NOYyBCTBOBAB YKOA BUHbI. fl nocmoTpena Ha [xKelimca, KoTopblit BCE
3TO Bpemsa geprkanca B cTopoHe. OH CTOAN, 3aCyHYB PYKW B KapMaHbl, @ JIOKOHbl CBET/IbIX BOIOC
naganu Ha rnasa. Ho MHe Hy»XHbl 6blN OTBETbLI, @ HE HOBAA MNOPUUA 0BANUYNTENbHBIX peyen Npo To,
YTO Y MeHA ecTb Bblbop. — YTo npoucxoaut? NMoyemy s ysuaena FeHpu?

Mama obHsina MeHA 3a naeun, U A paccnabunace. — MNodyemy 6bl Ham He 3alTU BHYTPL? Tam
Kyda ynobHee. A nocne a tebe Bce paccKaxy?

Moyemy-TO A COMHeBasiacb B TOM, YTO MHe Korga-ambo ypactca pasobpatbCA C Tem, 4TO
NPOUCXOAMUT, KOTAa AEeN0 KAacaeTcA MOei HOBOM CeMbM, HO AMMHCbI TaK MCMAYKaIUCb 3eMNEN, Aa U
Yyem paHblue Mbl gobepémca o aBopua, Tem bbicTpee A yBuXKy FeHpu. A noTom...

A yto NOTOM?

CKasaHHoe [J)KeMMCOM MPOHWKNO B rOMI0BY M MOFIOTUAO BCE MbicAU. A He morna 6onblie
MrHOpMpoOBaTb ero caosa. Ho oH owmnbanca. NpocTo HeBO3MOXKHO, YTO6bI ero cnosa bbian nNpasaow. A
BbI’KWM/IQ, A NPOLNA UCNbITaHUA, TeHpn NobUT meHA. Kak TONbKO Mbl yBUAMM Apyr Apyra, TO Bce
BCTAHET Ha CBOM MecTa, BCEé Oyaer xopowo. Al 4yyBcTBOBasa cebsA MAMOTKOW, 4YTO BOObLLE
3acomHeBanacb B leHpw.

MyTb KO ABOpUY OKas3anca Kopoye, Yyem A aymana. OH 6bin nNonorMm U BEN NPAMMKOM K
BHYTPEHHeMy ABOpPY. BMecTo LUBETHMKOB U AepeBbeB, 3eMJII0 YCbINanM HEBEPOATHbIE AparoueHHble
KaMHM BCeX LBeTOB pagyru. MMeHHO OHM U3a1y4anu Becb CBeT. TOYHO TaK Xe, Kak caZbl Moein maTtepm
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6bIIM UCKYCCTBOM, 3TU — OblIM BbICLUIMM MPOABJEHMEM MacTepcTBa. A NPOCTO He MOr/a OTOpPBaTb
rnas.

— Bcé ato npuaymana MepcedoHa, — cKasana ABa, Korga Mbl NPUBANSUANUCE K Nyratowmm
AsepaAM. Al 3aKycuna Weky, YTobbl He orpbI3HyTbCA. A HUKOrga 6bl He NoAyMana, Kak MHOFO BCEFO B
MNoasemHoM mMupe HanomwuHaeT leHpu o lMepcedoHe. U yunTbiBas TO, YTO OHW NPOBESN BMeECTe
uenble TbicAYeNneTua, MHe He 6blI0 CMbICNa CONepHUMYaTb C HeW. fl HEe CMOrY YHWUUYTOXUTb B HEM
namaTb 06 aTol gesywke. OgHAKO A He Bblaa roToBa TaK CKOPO BCTPETUTHLCA C 3TUM GAKTOM INLLOM K
nmuy.

A coenana rnybokuin Baox. Bce byaert xopowo. A npocTo ycTasna ¢ noesaku, BoT u Bcé. Kak
TONbKO OTAOXHY M YBUXKY eHpU BCE CTaHeT Ha cBOM mecTa. Ecam Byay 3/nTbCA Ha KaXK4yto Mesoub,
byLeT TONbKO XyKe.

BecTnbtonb BbirnAaen BOBCE He TaK, KaK A npeactasnana. OH OKasancsa o4eHb CBET/IbIM BHYTPU,
B OT/IMYME OT TEMHOTbI, LapuBLlen 3a npeaenamm asopua. CTeHbl ObinM OKpaLWeHbl B KPACHbIM LBET,
M MNOBCIOAY BUCENU 3epKana, NPAMO KaK B Momectbe 3aem. ITa KOMHaATa Obina MeHble, HO
Bbirnagena 6onee no-gomawHemy. HaunmHaa ¢ 3010TbiXx 0b6pamneHUit Ha 3epKanax M 3aKaH4YnBas
Mebenbio M3 KOPUYHEBOWM KOMKW, PACcMooKEeHHOW BAO/Ib Kopuaopa. Bca KomHaTa Obina B TEMJbIX
ToHax. CHapyKu ABOpeL, Ka3ancs OrpoOMHbIM, HO BHYTPU BCE BblN0 MHaYe.

MHe HpaBunoCh.

— BoT, rae s 6yay *KUTb 3MMOIM? — CNpoCcKUAa f, U MaMa KMBHYAA.

— 370 YacTHoe Kpbiao asopua. OHo ans 1ebn, NeHpu 1 BalUX rocTem.

— TyT ecTb M roctn?

ABa nognetena KO MHe W AepHyNa 3a PyKy, MNOYTM BbIBUXHYB €€ M3 CcycTaBa. — ITO Mbl,
raynbiwKa. Cioaa npunbbin Becb COBET, 4TOObI NOObLIBaTb HA TBOEW KOPOHALMM.

— Cepbe3Ho? — Bo pTy nepecoxno. — fl Aymana, 4to Ha Hen Bygem nuwb Mbl ¢ FeHpu. Hy u
Bbl, pebATa.

— KoHeuyHOo ’Ke Becb cOBeT 34ecb. Begb cerogHAa npousonger KOpoHauMA NpaBUTENbHULbI
MoasemMHOro mupa, — OTBETW/IA MaMa, NOJIOXKMB PYKY MHE Ha CMMHY, 4Tobbl HanpaBWUTb B APYroM
Kopugop. — TaKoe c/iy4aeTcs He YacTo.

KaxkeTcs, 4To OHa YETKO 3Hana [0pory, U OT 3TOro BHYTPW NOABUIOCL TpeBora. [loXKHO ObiTb,
MMEHHO 34ecb OHa NpoBoauna AHu c MepcedoHoin, Beab Ta Hblna e€ govepbto — Mmoei cectpon. U
TO, KaK XOpOLWO OHAa 3Hajna 3TOT ABOpeL, FOBOPU/IO O TOM, HACKONbKo rayboko [MNepcedoHa
YKOPEHMNACh B KM3HU eHpU. HaCKONbKO MBbl BOCMOMUHAHWUA O HEM.

— TBOA chnanbHA, — CKas3ana ABa, YKasblBas HAa WCKYCHO YKPALLEHHYH ABEpPb B KOHLE
Kopugopa. A xoTena cnpocuTb €€, Kak OHa Yy3Hana, YTO MMEHHO 3Ta ABepb BEAET B CMaibHIO, HO,
Korga mbl nogownu 6anke, A yBuAeNa 3aMbIC/1I0BATYO AepeBAHHYIO pe3bby, N NouTh 3abblna, Kak
AblWaTh.

370 6blNa Ta Ke ABepb, YTO Bena B Nokou MepcedoHbl B nomecTbe 4em. B BepxHen 4acTu sTomn
pe3bbbl KpacoBasiacb NpeKpacHaa noasHa. XyAOXKHWKY KakMm-TO ob6pasom yaanocb BOCCO34aTb M
CONMHEYHbIN CBET, 3anoNHUBLIMI nec. Huxke pacnonoxxunca MopsemHbii MUP CO CBOMMM KONOHHAMM
M3 KaMHA U Caj, U3 AParoLeHHbIX CamoLBeTOoB. fl cMOrna NnwWb BblAaBUTb: — Kak gymaewsb, FeHpu He
6yneT NpoTMB ecin A TYT KOe-4To U3MEHIO?

ABa M1 Mama 0BMeHANUCb CMYLLEHHbIMW B3rnagamu, a [)Kemmc, KOTopbl A0 3TOr0 MOAYan,
warHyn snepéa. A He HyXAanacb B ero cO4yBCTBUWU. MNM NOHUMaHUK. eHpu NpocTo 6bl 3aHAT, OH
He UrHOpMpPOBan MeHA. M OH NPOCTO He NOAYMas, YTO KaKaAa-To 0bbluHAA ABEPb CMOXET PaHUTb MOU
4yyBcTBa. fl He xoTena, YTobbl OH BbIGMPAN MeXAy MHOI U CBOEWN NMOKOMHOM KEHOM; A NPOCTO XoTeNa
CTaTb YEM-TO OYEHb BaXKHbIM B €ro W3HW. BO3MOXKHO Ha 3TO noTpebyeTcAs HEKOTOpoe Bpems, HO
paau FeHpw A roToBa *KAaTb.
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Al nokayana ronosoi. KoHeyHo [eHpu xoTen 6bl 3TOro. MMEeHHO OH HaWEéN MeHA Yy PeKwu.
MMeHHO ¢ Hero BC& Hayanocb. MMeHHO OH COXpaHAN MHe XW3Hb, NOKa A bbina B daeme. UMeHHO OH
NOMOr MHE BEPHYTbCA M3 MEPTBbIX. Ml TONIbKO OH HW HA CEKyHAYy He NOKMAANA MeHA, MNOoKa A
BOCCTaHABAMBA/aCb OT NOy4YeHHbIX paH. OH 3ab60Tunca 060 MHe. Al Bepto, YTO 3TO Tak.

«Bcé 310 6b1710, HO TONIbKO A0 TOM MUHYTbI, KaK COBEeT AapoBan Tebe beccmepTne», — cablwana
A r010C, NOAO3PUTENBHO MOXOXKUIM Ha ronoc xemca. Mosa mama 6bina ntobumoit cectpoit MeHpu.
Mo*KeT, OH NPOCTO MbITa/CA 3aLUNTUTb MEHS paau eé bnara.

A OTKMHyNa 3Ty mMbicab. becnoKotocb nonycty. CKOpo A yBUIKY eHpU, 1 OH NPOCTO HE CMOXKET
nsberatb MeHA BCIO 3UMy. [laxKe eCcnv y Hero M ectb Kakme-To onaceHusa, Mbl CMOXKEM MX 06CyaAnTb.
Ho A noHMmana, 4To BCE paBHO HEPBHMYALO.

— Tenepb 3TO TBOM A0M, U Tbl MOXKELLb MEHATb TyT BCE KaK gylwe yrogHo, — oteeTun [xenmc.
— Ecnu leHpu Bnpasay 1eba nobut, To nonmer.

— [la KakK Tbl cMeeLwb BoobLLLe TaKoe roBOPUTL? — LIOKMPOBAHO cnpocuia ABa. — KOHeEYHO xe
OH /1lobuUT ee. Al 3Hato, YTO roBOpIO.

— [a, — oTpe3an oH. — 3Haewsb. lpowy NpoweHua, HO MHe HY)KHO KOoe-yTo yi1agutb Ao
Hayana LepemMoHUMu.

OH nouenoBan MeHA B LLEKY Npexae Yem MpomuyaTbcsi MMMO ABbl M MOel mMambl. Mbl Bce
cMmoTpenu emy Bcsed. Al MbiTasiacb OTOrHaTb MYraltoLLyd MbICAb O TOM, 4TOObl NMPOBECTU LWECTb
MecALEeB HM pa3y He yBuAeB [)Kelimca nocne uenoro neta Bmecte. He Ba)KHO KaKume 4yBCTBA OH
UCNbITbIBAA UAU UCMNbITLIBAET KO MHE, A eMy N1LLb APYT.

— lMoiiay y3Hato, YTo 32 MyxXa ero yKycuna, — CKasasa Mama, Kak TO/IbKO TOT CKPbI/ICA U3 BUAY.

— Cnacunbo, — otBeTnna A. — OH He Ben cebsn, Tak Noka mbl bblin B Mpeunn.

OHa B3goxHyna. — fl noHMmar. — O6HAB MeHs, oHa Aobasuna: — A ewe 3anagy K Tebe ao
Ha4yana LepemoHuun. ABa, oCTaBamcs TyT NOKa He BepHeTcA MeHpu.

— bygeTt caenaHo, — cKkasana ABa, M KaK TO/IbKO MOA MamMa nocnewmnna scaeg, 3a dxenmcom,
NMOBEPHY/IAaCb KO MHEe C XMTPOM YCMELLKOWN Ha nnue. — MTaaak, xodellb YBUAETb HEMHOTO Marmm?

B3rnAaHys Ha MoOe NMLO, OHA 3al/iacb CMEXOM. M TONbKO Korga A npurposunaa en, 4To yuay
BC/ieq, 32 MaTepbto, OHA YCNOKOMNACh.

— WN3BUHMK, NPOCTO... Tbl TAKAA CKPOMHUUA.

Al He ygocTouna noapyry oteeTa. bnarogapsa Kannvone, eAnMHCTBEHHbIN pas, Korga s cnana B
oAHown noctenu c FeHpu, Npoun3oLwen Torga, Koraa Hac Hakadanu appoamsmakom. MNoka MeHpu 3anncs
OT MbICAM, YTO A MNpOBajiMAa OA4HO M3 WUCMbITaHWMIN, A BTalHe HaAdesnacb, YTO OH Hacnarkganca
nposeaEHHbIM BMECTE BPEMEHEM TaK e, Kak 1 A. C TOro BpeMeHM Mbl CNasn nopo3Hb, C pasHULLe
NINLWb B TOM, YTO ObINKM KeHaTbl. ITO TO, YEFO OH OXKNAaA.

Al pake He 3HANA, YTO XYXKe: MOHMMATb, YTo [eHpu ByaeT oXKnaaTb, YTO A PA3AENI0 C HUM JIOXKeE,
WM MbIC/b, YTO OH BOODLLE HEe 3aX04YeT CnaTb CO MHOW.

Al pacnaxHyna gsepu u yBuaena nepepg cobon 6onbine nokou. Ha nony nexan HeBepOATHO
MSATKWI KOBEpP LBETA C/IOHOBOWM KOCTU, @ CTEHbl Obl/IN BbIKpALlEHbl B TOT e KPACHbIMA LBET, YTO U
BecTMbtoNb. B LeHTpe, Ha BO3BbILWEHMH, CTosNA BONbLLIMX pa3MmepoB KpoBaTb. E€ NoKpbIBanun 3010Tble
NPOCTbIHK. Bcé 6bln0 naeanbHo, 1 A HeHaBuaena cebs 3a 1o, YTO MHe HPABM/IOCh.

— [Mpouwly, CKaXKu, 4YTo 34ecCb MeHANM NPOoCTbiHK nocne MNepcedoHbl, — NnpobopmoTana A, n Aea
3acmesnaco.

— Pa3symeertca. A gaxe norosopunaa ¢ leHpu, U OH paspewnn mHe nepegenatb TyT Koe-yTo. A
He noAymana, YTo ABepb MOXKET 3a4eTb Tebs, MHaye 1 ee 6bl 3aMeHUNa.

Y3en B uBOTe cTan Ty)ke. — C 3TOro u Hago 6bl10 HauMHaTb, — OTBeTWUNa A, b6ayKaas no
KOMHaTe M paccmaTtpuBaa eé. lNosctogy Obina pacctaBneHa mebenb, BKAOYAs KPeCcNo Ha ABOMX,
NMUCbMEHHbIN U TyaneTHbIA CTONIMKKU. OrpOMHOE 3pKEPHOE OKHO OTKPbIBANO BUA Ha BHYTPEHHUI 4BOP
M cag u3 AparoueHHbiX KaMmHel. Al 3alTopMaa OKHa 30/10TbIMU NOPTbEPAMM.
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Moé BHMMaHMe NMPUBNEK NPOH3UTE/IbHbIM Nall, U A NOBEPHYNACb POBHO B Ty MUHYTY, KaK KO
MHe noabexkan loro, WeHOK, KoToporo 3umon nogapun FeHpu. OH eaBa Aeprkanca Ha CBOUX
Ma/IeHbKMX NlanKax, a ero XBOCT TaK BOCTOPXKEHHO BMAAN, YTO A 6osnack, Kak bbl OH ero He cJiomann.

— MNoro! — npoBopKoBana A, a NOTOM B3A1a WEHKA Ha PYKU U NpuKana K rpyan. — Manbiw
HemHoro Bbipoc, Aa? A rae Lepbep? — lMoro An3HYA MOIO LWEKY, M 1 yablbHynacb. HakoHewu-To XOTb
YTO-TO LU0 KaK Haao.

— VY LUepbepa ectb 3agaHne, — oTBeTuna ABa, CTOA Ha APYrom KOHUE KOMHaTbl. — fl
yxaxuBana 3a loro, noka Tebs He 6bI10, U HAay4MNa Nape HOBbIX TPHOKOB.

Mos ynbIbKa TyT »Ke ucyesna. — A Aymana, 4to 3a HAM NPUCMOTPUT FeHpu. — OH Nnogapun MHe
Moro, NOTOMy 4YTO XOTe/N MOKa3aTb, YTO HaMepPeH MPOAO/IKUTb HAWWM OTHOLWEHUSA. A BMECTO TOro,
yTOoObl 3360TUTBLCA O HEM, KaK M obellan, oH NpocTo nepegan ero Ase? A Kpenye obHANA cOOaKy.

— WHorpa oH o4yeHb 3aHAT, — oTBeTuNa ABa. fl nepecekna KOMHATy U cTana pAaaom C Hel. —
70T WKad Tenepb TBOW. MHe yganocb yroBoputb F'eHpu BbibpaTb Tebe Hapsaabl BMECTO Ibl.

3nna, Kotopaa Bmecte ¢ Kananonoi 6bina NnpuctaBaeHa KO MHe MPOLWIoi 3MMOM, BCE Bpems
Mmoero npebbiBaHMA B JAeme OfeBasla MeHs B CaMble My4uTesibHble HapAgbl MOZAbl MPOLUbIX
TbICAYENETUN, OT KOTOPbIX A NOCTOAHHO €p3ana. Cneayolwme WecTb Mecaues A Ayydwe byay HOCUTb
0ObIYHYIO NPOCTbIHb, YeM eLlé XOTb pa3 HaZeHY KOPCET, KOTopbiM I1a 06A3aTeNbHO cHabamna Obl
MOW rapaepob, i Bo3bmMy B PYKU CYMOYKY.

ABa OTKpblna gBepubl rapaepobHoOn, U A OT yAUBAEHMA WUMPOKO pacnaxHyna rnasa. 31o 6bin
cambln 60/blWION WKad, KOTOpbIM A Korga-nmbo Buaena. OH Obil 3abUT pAgamM  [XKUHCOB,
wrabenamm 61y30K U CBUTEPOB. Ha 0AHOM M3 ero CTeHOK pasmMecTunach Kyya obysu. bbina Takxke
CTOMKa C MOAHbIMM NAATbAMU, HO ABa MMUIOCTMBO COKPATMNA UX KOIMYECTBO 40 MUHUMYMA.

— Al coobpasunna, 4To Tbl BPAA, M 3aX04eLlb UX, MOITOMY B3Ana, CKopee, Ana ceba, — cKasana
OHa, MOKa A BOoAWANA MasbLaMKn NO CBepKalowemMy cepebpucTbiM NNaTblo, KOTOPOE BPA4 N Kyaa-To
HaZeHy, Aaxe ecnu byaet nosoa. — He pacckasbiBan leHpu.

— He pacckaxy. — A ycenacb pagom ¢ nonovykamm ana obysm n cxsaTuna nepsyto NonasLlytocs
napy. Tpuauatb ceabMoli pa3mep, Kak y meHAa. — Ecan a Tebe Koe-4To cKaxky, noobelian, 4To 31O
OCTaHeTcA mexxay Hamn?

OHa TyT e ycenacb pagoM CO MHOMW, U Korga s yBuaena no ee rnasam, YTo oHa M3rosioaanach
no CNAeTHAM, TO MOYTU nepeaymana uTo-nMbo rosoputb. Kpome mambl n [dxkemca, A 60/blue HU C
KEM MOYTM He pa3roBapuBasa, HO obpawaTbca K Mame 6blN0 ANA MEHS CAMLLIKOM MOCTbIAHbIM, a
[KenMc... UMEHHO O HEM 5l U XOTes1a NOrOBOPUTb.

— KoHeuyHo, — CKasana OHa 3aroBOPLLMYECKMM LWEenoTom. — Tbl 3Haellb, YTO MOXellb
AOBEPUTLCA MHE, U A HE CKaXKy HU eANHOM aylle.

Al xoTena el BEpUTb, HO MOMHWANA O AEBYLUKE, KOTOpasa 06bMaHOM 3aMaHW/la MEHA BO BNageHUA
leHpwn, B dgem, M KoTopaa xoTena 6bpocutb meHA. Ee noBylwKa cpaboTana He coBCceM Kak
npeanonaranocb, U OHa ymepna. B Ty muHyTy nossunca FeHpu, U NpeanoKmMn MHe CAENKY: OH
ncuenaeT ee, a A OCTAlOCb BMECTe C HMM Ha LeCTb MecALeB Kaxkabln roa. C Tex nop oHa, Tem He
MeHee, CTasia MHe Nlyywen NoAPYroi, n 3ToT GaKT A He Morna UrHOPUPOBATD.

— JT0 KacaeTca [)Kelimca, — NPOAOKMUAA A, pa3rnaabiBan Tyhaun, KOTopble AepKana B pyKax.
OHuM 6bl MaeanbHO NOAOWAN K cepebpAaHoMy nNaaTblo. — OH CKasan, YTo y MeHs ecTb Bblbop. YTo A He
AOJ/IKHA CMYCKaTbCA BHU3, €CAM He Xody. — Ty YacTb, rae OH npeanaran ymtm BmecTte, i onyctuna. —
A npymato, oH peBHyeT K leHpu.

BmecTo TOro, 4tobbl paccmenTbes, ABa cena 6amke Ko MHe. — M Takoe MOKeT 6biTb. HUKTO 13
Hac He Obln cyacTIMB nepcnekTnBe, YTo [eHpUM MOr McYesHyTb, HO [Kemcy 3TO morio 6biTb
BbIFOAHO.

Al nokayana ronoBon. — A He 3a TO, YTO OH peBHyeT K [eHpu, KaK K npasutento MogzemHoro
Mupa. A umena B BUAY... PEBHYET MEHSA K HEMY.
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— O, — rnasa ABbl pacwmpunancb. — ymaeuwsb [Kenmc...?

Al nokayana nneyamun. — MHe KaxeTcs, yto ga. Mbl npoBenn Bmecte uenoe neto. OH 6bin
CYaCTAMB, paccnabneH u... oH 6bin coboli. Ho Kak ToNbKO Mbl BEPHY/INCb, OH CTa/l O4EHb YIPHOMbIM U
BCE TaKoe. BUAHO »Ke, YTO OH He XOYEeT HAaXOAUTbCA PALOM CO MHOW. A aymato 3To M3-3a leHpw.

— MoTomy 4TO y l'eHpU Tbl ecTb, @ Y HEro — HeT. — ABa NOCTyyasa ManbLemM MO CBOEMY
naeanbHomy noabopoaKy. — Tbl e 3Haellb, KTO A Takaa?

Al BCTpeTmnach ¢ Hel B3rnagom. 3To 6bia Bonpoc ¢ nogsoxom? — [a. Tel ABa.

— W 5 60rvHA 4yero? — cnpocuaa oHa, NepeKknabiBas CBOU CBET/ible BONOChI Yepes NnJieyo.

MHe HWKTO HWMKOrAa He paccKasbiBas. Ho, yunTbiBaA ee xapaKTep M BHELWHOCTb, bbino nerye
BCero aoragatbcs bornHeln yero oHa asasetca. Cheagyrowmin No cnncky — FeHpu. Yero He cKaxkellb
06 ocTa/sibHbIX ABeHaAuaTn borax. — BormHsa nobBu.

OHa npocuana. — OyeHb XOPOLO, TONbKO Tbl 3abbla NPO KPACOTY M BIEYEHME.

OHa To4HO Adpoanta. — M 4TO Tbl MOKELLb CKa3aTb? — f MOCTOAHHO CTapanacb He obpalwaTtb
BHMMaHME Ha TO, HAaCKONbKO ABa BenukonenHaa. Ho Koraa 3To 6bin0 HEBO3MOXKHO OTPULATb, A
YyyBCTBOBa/a cebs HenpuBeKaTeIbHOM rNbl60OM, HAXOAACb PAAOM C HEN.

— Mory cKa3aTb, YTO Y MeHA ecTb Hekue gapbl. M OHM NOACKa3bIBAlOT MHe, YTO [xkenmc nobut
Tebs. Ho mbl 8ce Tebs ntobmm, KelT. Tbl BeAb YacTb HaLLENn CEMbMU.

— W Kakas ke 310 tobosb? Y [Kemca, A UMEI0 B BUAY.

OHa TeaTpanbHO B340XHYNA WM MoOX/J0MNasa MeHA No KoneHy. — Ecam s Tebe pacckaxky, TO 31O
b6yneT HENPUANYHBIM BTOPXKEHMEM B IMYHOE NPOCTPAHCTBO [Keilmca, 1 MHe NpuaeTca TepneTb ero
BCE 0bo3pumoe byayliee.

B oTBeT A 3aKaTuAa rnasa. — C Kakux 3TO Nop TebA BOSHYeT Ybe-TO IMYHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO?

— C T1ex nop Kak l'eHpU gecATb CeKyHA, Ha3ad NOSBM/ICA B KOMHaTe.

Al nogHANacb Ha Horu. B XuBoTe 3anopxanm 6aboykK, Korga s BbiICKOYMAa U3 rapgepobHoi. Ho
TYT e OCTaHOBMACb, Korga yeuaena NeHpu, cmaaLLero Ha Kpato KpoBaTH, CO CNOXKEHHBIMWU PyKamm U
KameHHbIM nnuom. OH Bbirnaaen 6aegHbIM U 3My4eHHbIM. MHe Ka3anocb, A yBMAeNa APOXKb B €ro
pyKax, HO He OHa NPUBAEKNO0 MOE BHUMAHMUE.

Boonb ero weun 6bin BMAEH rnyboKkMini nopes, KOTOPbIN CKPbIBAACA 3a BOPOTOM pybaliku. A
6onblule BCero B rnasa 6pocanncb NATHA TEMHO KPacHOro LBeTa.

OH nctekan KpoBblto.
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I'JIABA 3. KOPOHAIIMA

fl He CINLIKOM MHOTO 3Hana 0 6orax, Ho OHM YK TOYHO He AO0/KHbI UCTEKATb KPOBbIO.

Nx cmepTHble Tena moryT 3aboneTb UAM Noay4nTb paHeHua. MogobHoe npousowno ¢ Asolid,
Korga A BnepBble BCTpeTUNa ee B dgeme. 1 ¢ mamomn, o4HaAKO 3TO 3aTAHY/I0Cb Ha BOCEMHaALUaTb neT
eé 1 moel XU3HU. Ho ogHa M3 rNaBHbIX NPUBUAErNI BeccmepTUss — MOXKHO He HGecnoKouTbCs O
AOKYYZIMBOW KPOBU UIN CMEPTMU.

— leHpu! — a nognetena K Hemy M npobekanacb KOHYNKAMM NaNbLEB MO NOPE3Y Ha Ero KOXKe.
EMy HY»KHO 6b1/10 CPOYHO HA/IOMKUTb LWBbI, HO KTO cnocobeH mcuennTb 6bora? — YT1o cayumnocs?

OH B34pOrHyA, Korga s HeXXHO 04epHY/1a BOPOTHMK, YTODObl yBUAETb OCTAaTOK paHbl. Ero yepHasn
pyballKa nponuTanacb KPOBbIO, U, HE A0 AABLUIMCL OTBETA, A CTa/la ee paccTerMBaTtb.

— fl... a noiay Hainay Teo, — cKasana ABa, U BbICKOYMAA M3 KOMHATbI, 4TOObI A Morna cama
no3aboTtutbcs o NeHpu. Moro nocnenoBan 3a HeM.

— Bcé B nopsgke, — ckasan [eHpWU, HO HanpsKeHWe B ero sunue roBopuao o6 obpaTHoMm.
PaccrerHys Bce Nyrosuupbl, s OTOABUHYNA TKAaHb U yBUAENA Pa3pes, NAYLWMUIA OT rpyam AaNiblue BHUS.

— He noxoe Ha 1o, — oTBeTmAna a. — lpundr.

OH Hayan bbl/Io NPOTECTOBaTb, HO 51 OPOCUNIA HA HEro CTPOrui B3rAA4, U OH ycnokouacs. Kak
TOJIbKO [eHPK OKa3asca Ha CMHE, 1 HAK/IOHUNACh K HEMY, MbITasaCb HAaWTK, YEM MOTY MOMOYb, OAHAKO
A NMOHANA, YTO ero NoJsioXKeHMe BbIN0 He TaK YK NI0X0, YTOObI CTOMNO 6eCNOKOUTbL ero ALWHKUI pas. A
He xoTe/sla caenaTtb ewe 6onbHee.

— Yo npomsowno? A aymana 60rn He MOryT NoJIly4MUTb TaKoe paHeHue.

— B OCHOBHOM Tak W ecTb. — Yrosku ero ry6 4yTb M30rHyamMcb B nogobue ynbibkn. — Tol
X0opoLo Bbirnaaub, Kent. Kak npowno neto?
OH ncTtekan KpoBbio, N€XKa Ha KPOBATKU, 2 €ro MHTepecoBaso Kak npownao moe neto. — [lo

CpaBHEHMUIO € oceHblo? MNpocTo dpaHTacTUYHO. YTo 5 Mory caenaTb? Bce NPoCTbiHM yKe B TBOEM KPOoBU.

benbe meHA BOJIHOBANO B NOC/eAHIO o4Yepeab, HO 3TO oTBaedeT MeHpU OT ANLWHUX BOMPOCOB.
— Mowu n3BuHeHuA. A no3aboyycb 0 Tom, 4TOObI 3aeckb YOpanu Ao HacTynaeHunsa Houn. CKopo npuaet
Teo... 0X, a BOT U OH.

Al obepHynacb M yBuaena, Kak TOT 3awen B KOMHaTy. bonbluasa 4yacTb coBeTa BbiCTynana B
KauecTBe nepcoHasna nomectbA Sgem. Teo 3aHUMaAN AO/MKHOCTb KOMaHaupa CTpaxu. OH
obecneumBan 6esonacHocTb. Ho Koraa oH, BO3BbIWAACL Hag ABOM, cnefoBaBLIEN 3a HUM, BOLeEN B
KOMHATy, A MOHANA, YTO €ro Mo/HOMOYMA 6bln Kyga wwupe. FeHpU CMOr UCLENNTb MEHA, U OH
AoKasan 3to. OgHaKo ncuenntb cebsa oH bbin He cnocobeH. MoToOMy UTO HUKTO He nNpegnonaran, YTo
OH MOET NONY4YUTb NOAOCOHYIO TPaBMYy.

— [ pe octanbHble? — nNouHTepecoBanca Teo. A OTCTyNUANa, N TONBLKO XOTea CNPOCUTbL KOro OH
UMen B BUAY NoA, «OCTasibHbIMWY», KOraa noHAna oTeeT. Yontep n dunnmn. bpatba MeHpu. Te, Koro A
BMAENa B CBOEM BUAEHUM.

— OHM B NyTN, — oTBeTUN eHpU. Teo NONOXKMA Naf0HU HA PaHbl, U 60/1b Ha nue FeHpU TYT Ke
ncyesna. — OHM HACTOANU HA TOM, YTODbI A yLwen nepsbiM.

— A OHM paHeHbl? — cnpocun Teo, n FeHpKU NoKavan ro/sIoBoM.

— Bce yaapbl 66111 HaueneHbl HA MeHA.

Al c becnokoicTBom Habaoaana 3a gencteuamm Teo U NbiTanacb HAMTU XOTb KAKOW-TO NPU3HaK
TOrO, YTO Yy Hero nonyyanocb. CHayana HUYEro He NPOUCXOAMNO, HO CNYCTA HECKONbKO CEKYHA, MeXay
ero NajoHAMU 1 KoKen [eHpU BO3HUKIO CTpaHHOe cuAHKue. Teo NpoBen pykamu BAO/b PaHbl, U OHA
3aTAHyNacCb, OCTaBAAA nocne ceba nnwb cepebpaAHbii cnes. CTano o4eBUAHO, YTO NOA06HbIE WpPaMbl
He 6blnn 0bblAEHHbIM ABNEHMEM, MOCKO/IbKY A HE 3aMeYana Ha ero KoXe Apyrux, NOXOXMUX Ha 3TOT,
cnenos.
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— [oToBO, — 06bsBUAN Teo, 3aKoHYMB. OH BbITALLMA M3 KAPMaHa NaTOK U BbITEP PYKN. — A Obl
NMOCOBETOBA/1 CUNbHO He HanpAraTbCA. Bapyr s 4To-TO YyNyCTUA.

— Bcé B Hopme, — 3aBepua ero MeHpu, npucaxknsasacb. OH Havan 6b110 HageBaTb pybaluKky, HO
MOHSAN, YTO Ta BCA B KPOBW, U OT/IOXKWUA ee B CTOPOHY. — bnarogapto, Teo. ABa.

Teo nocnewwnn yntn, ogHako ABa 3agep)kanacb. OHa B 6ecnokoncTBe Haxmypuaa 6poBu U
AepHyna noabopoaKkom B cTOpoHy MeHpu. A noKavana ronosoi. Kak 6bl MHe He XoTenocb, YToObl OHa
0CTanachb, el He 6bINO B 3TOM HYKAbl, BeAb [eHpu 34ecb M BCE B NopsaaKe.

Al cena Ha Kpaill KpoBaTM M cTana rnaautb Moro, a FeHpM cKNaabiBaa CBOK MCMOPYEHHYHO
pybalwKy. B ronose BO3HUK AECATOK BOMPOCOB, HO A HE 3HA/1a C Yero HayaTb, MO3TOMY NpPeaoCTaBuNA
a1o M'eHpu. Emy B to6oOm ciiydae NpUAETCS NOroBOPUTb CO MHOM U 0OBACHUTLCS, AaXKe ec/in OH Toro
He XoTes.

FeHpWn OKONO MMHYTbI MOIYAJ, @ KOTrAa 3aroBOPW/, A 3aCyHy/la Naf0HU MeXAy KosaeH, Y4Tobbl
CKpbITb CBOE BOJIHEHUE. — Tbl, AOJI}KHO ObITb, C HETEPNEHMEM KAEllb CEeroAHAHEN LepeMoOHNN? —
CNPOCKUA OH, U A NOAHANA HA HEro B3rNaA4,.

— Mbl He BMAENUCb WeCTb MecALeB, Tbl TONbKO YTO MCTEKAN KpoBblo, a Teba mHTepecyeT

LepemoHuma?
OH noan nneyamun. — Hennoxaa Tema gna pasrosopa.
— HeTt, — oTBeTMna A, BNMBAACb HOITAMM B TKaHb AXKMHCOB. — Boobuwe-to HeT. Moxer,

obcyanm To, Kak Tbl YMyAPWUACA TaK NOKaneunTbesa, byayum 6eccmepTHbIM?

OH BCTan 1 HanNpaBUACA K ABEPU OKOJI0 MOeN rapaepobHon, 1 Korga OTKpbIA ee, A yBuaena, 4to
Yy HEro Toxe MMeeTcsi COOCTBEHHbIN WKad, TONbKO MEHbLIMA U MOHOXPOMHbIN. OH A0CTan YepHyto
pybaLLKy, NONHOCTbIO UAEHTUYHYKO TOM, YTO HOCKMA A0 3Toro. OgHaKo, npexae Yem HafeTb ee, OH
nowen K apyron gsepu. B ybopHyto.

— A nomory, — BbI3Banacb A, 1, CAPbITHYB C KPOBATK, NOcnewmnna Bcnes 3a HUM. OH He cTan
BO3pakaTb, M A BOLW/A B HONbLIYIO BAaHHYHO KOMHATY, OTAENAHHYIO B YEPHbIX W 30/10TbIX OTTEHKAX.
3ameTnB NONOTEHLE, A CXBATU/IA €r0 U BKAOYMAA KpaH. — He aymana, yto B MoA3eMHOM mupe ecTb
BOAOMpPOBOA,

OT MouX C/IOB OH, MO KpalHen mepe, cnerka ynblbHynca. — Bpema oT BpemeHu ABa bbiBaeT
00BONbHO yoeanTeibHON.

Al BbITEpPNA 3aMEKLYCA KPOBb C Er0 KOXM, CTapasncb M3beraTb TOHKOro pybLa, KOTopblii Tenepb
CrnycKkancs BAoONb ero rpyaun. FeHpu ctoan abcontoTHO HEMOABUMKHO, U KOrAa A NMOAHANA rNasa, To
yBUAENA, YTO OH CMOTPUT HA MEHA C HEKOWM CTPAHHOM HEXHOCTbIO.

— Y10? — 5 noKpacHena. — Y MeHA YTo-TO Ha anue?

— HeT, — OTBETUA OH, U €ro B3rNA4 TyT e ucyes. — Tbl CNpALWIMBaAAa, YTO CAYYMNOCh. Y MeHA
BO3HWKNA Npobnema, KOTopyto HeobxoanuMo 6bin0 pewnTb. M NoKa cywecTByeT yrposa Moen ceMbe,
A B OTBETE 3a €€ yCTPaHEeHMe.

— Kakana yrpo3a? — cnpocuna A, npombiBas nonoteHue. Boga nobarposena u ykatunacb B
BOZOCTOK.

— Hwnuero Takoro, o uem Tebe cTouUT 6ecnoKouTbCA.

MoTpAacatowe. BUAMMO, NoKa s HEXMNACb Ha FPEYECKOM COJIHbILKE, MO BO3BPALLEHMIO AOMOM
MEHS BCTPETUA TOT *Ke MeHpu, YTO M rog, Hasaz, BMEeCTO YeN0BEKa, 3@ KOTOPOro A Bbil/la 3amMyK. — B
camom gene? ITo BCE, YTO Tbl MHE OTBETULWL? Tbl 0beLan HUKOraa He Nratb.

— A He nry...

— Tbl roBopun, Yto Honblue He ByAeT HUKaKMX CeEKpeToB, — BO3pa3uaa A. — M 4to mbl umeem?
Tbl cobupaelbca OTHOCUTBLCA KO MHE KaK K KaKOM-HMOYyAb MaNeHbKOW XPYNKOM AeBYOHKE, KOTOPYHO
HYHO BCEMW CMaMM 3aMLLATb, UK XKe Tbl Byaellb BUAETb BO MHE paBHOro napTHepa? Beab yepes
HECKONIbKO YacoB A CTaHy KOPOJIEBOWM TBOErO MMUPA, U A HUKOTAQ He CMOTy MPaBUTb KaK MoJsiaraercs,
€C/I1 Tbl MOCTOAHHO ByAelb B3BaIMBATbL BCE HA CBOM N/1eYn. i UMeto NPaBo 3HATb, YTO C/TYYNNOCh.
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Mon4yaHue. A B3QOXHYNA.

— 370 KakK-To cBA3aHo ¢ Kannmnonon?

leHpu HanpArca. — Y7o Tebe pacckasana TBOA MaTb?

Mama 6bina B Kypce? — Huyero, — oTBeTUNa A, U KOrLa MNOHAMQ, YTO PAaHO MM NO3AHO MHeE
NPUAETCA paccKa3aTb eMy O C/IlYYMBLUEMCA, TO CKpMBUMAACb. — KaxkeTcA, y meHA 6bin1o BugeHune. He
3Hato, KakK 37O elle Ha3eaTb. Korga [xxenMmc npmMBen mMeHsA Cloga, A BHE3anHo yBMaena Kak Tbl, Yontep
n ®dunnnn 6opetech C... YeM-TO. fl HUYEro He NOHANA, HO yBMAENA, YTO nepes Bamu bblan BOpOTa, a
nosagu Tebs Bo3HMKNA Kannmona 1 ckasana, u4to: «3To 6eccMbICIEHHO, BEAb OH YXKe MPOCHYACAY.

Kasanocb, 4TO TULWIMHA NPOANTCA BEYHOCTb. TO/IbKO KOrAa A CHOBA B3A/la B PYKM MONOTEHLE,
OH C Y»KacatoLWmMm CNOKOUCTBUEM OTBETUI:

— Y70 XK, NOXOXKe, YTO 3TO TBOW Aap.

— [Jap? — Mama yKe ynommnHana 4To-1o nogo6Hoe, HO OHa He BAaBanacb B NoApPO6HOCTH.

— Hapsagy c 6beccmepTriem NpoABAAOTCA onpeaesieHHble TanaHTbl, — 06bACHUA [eHpu. — Bcé
3aBMCUT OT UX BNaZeNbLa M TOro, YTO OH M3 cebAa npeacTasnaeT. B cnyyae ¢ Teo, ero aap ucueneHms
— He eANHCTBEHHbIN. Kak 60r My3biK1 M MO33UKN, OH MMeeT NPEeKPACHbIM ronoc.

OH nbiTancs passecenntb MeHa. JonKHO O6bITb, 3TO XOPOLWKMIA 3HAK. A BblgaBuaa U3 cebs nerkyto
yNblGKy, NnepecTas TaK CUIbHO 6ecnoKouTbCA. — YBepeHa, 3TO Ham Korga-Hubyab npurogumrcs.

— Ero necHoneHnA NOMoryT nepeXxuTb CemMeinHble NOCUAENKMN.

CHoBa nosucna naysa. HasepHoe, Koraa [yKemc yTOYHAN, YTO Mbl HUKOTAa He TepAanucb, OH
roBopma o ceoem gape. Mosa mama mMorsa BO3pOguTb KU3Hb AaXKe HAa CaMOM 3anycTeBLlUel No4se, a
leHpn ymen npeopgoneBaTb OrpOMHblE PAcCTOSiHME B MFHOBEHME OKa — KaK MHaye OH 6bia mor
nepeasuratbca no MogsemHomy mupy?

— lNoyemy A mory BMAETb TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMUT B APYrom mecte? — cnpocuna A. — Kakou
CMbICA? Mnn 3TO NOMOXKET MHe pelaTb nocaeayoume cyapbbl ntoaein?

— [a, n He TonbKo. Koraga Teba KOPOHYIOT, Tbl HAYHELLb Pa3BMBATb APYrMe HaABbIKU, — NOACHWUA
leHpu. — A nomory Tebe, HACKO/ZIbKO CMOTY, U CO BPEMEHEM Tbl HAYYMLLIBCA UX KOHTPOIMPOBATD.

Okaszanocb, 4TO MOMMMO M3yyeHUA [loa3emMHOro Mupa, MHe npeacTouT UMeTb Aeno C
HEKOHTPOMpPyeMbIMM cnocobHOoCcTAMU. He TO, YTOBbI MbIC/Ib O BO3MOXKHOCTU MMETb BOoXKecTBEeHHble
CWUNbl HEe NPUBOAMNA B BOCTOPr, HO A He xoTena, 4Tobbl MeHA Mocewany BHe3anHble BUAEHUA, OT
KOTOpPbIX BNOCAeACTBUM BONUT ronosa. — Kak gymaellb, Kakne y meHa byayT cnocobHocTm?

— fl He yBepeH. CnocobHocTu MepcedoHbl He 06a3aTeNbHO AOMKHbI NPOABUTLCA U Y TEbA.

Cepaue nponyctuno yaap. TakMmu Temnamm MHe HUKOr4a He BblITU U3 TeHu MNepcedoHbl. —
YTo OHa ymena genatb? — MOMHTEPECOBasacb A, XOTA Tema O Hel bOblia nocaegHen, 0o KOToOpoW A
xoTena 6bl roBoputb. — Ee nocewanu snaeHns?

— [a. Opyrue ee cnocobHOCTU HBbIN NOXOXKKM HAa MoU. — OH cnerka ynblbHyACcA, 1 A NonbiTanacb
ybeanTb cebsd, YTo 3TO BbI3BAHO KO/MbLION NOTEPEN KPOBM, @ HE MOTOMY YTO OH Ayman o Hen. — OHa
MOTNa NepemeLLaTbCca. A TaKKe ymena oTimyaTb npaBay OT /KK, Kak n Bce Mbl, MOrna co3aaBaTb.

— Co3paBaTb?

OH BbITAHYN Bnepes, pyKy, U Yyepe3 MrHOBEHME Ha €ero MNycToM NafoHM BO3HWUK LBETOK U3
AParoueHHbIX KaAMHER, NOXOXWUI Ha Te, 4To 6bln B cagy. — 3710 Tebe.

A B3Ana ero M ocCmoTpena TOHKME JNienecTKM W3 po30BOro Keapua. Mexagy Hummn
PacnoIOKUINUCL KPOLLEYHbIE KPEMOBBIE KEMUYKUHbI, a cTebenb bbln caenaH U3 metanna, KOTopbli
no Becy NOXoAun Ha BO3Ayx. A noAHecna UBETOK K HOCY, HO HMYEero He NMOYyBCTBOBana. He BaxKHO
HaACKOJIbKO OH NPeKpaceH, 3TOT LUBETOK He HAaCTOALLUN.

— Mown 6paTbA, cecTpbl M A HAMHOFO CW/IbHEE HAWWX NMOTOMKOB, — MNPOJOMKUA OH. — C
Ka*KAbIM NOKOJIEHMEM [apbl CTAHOBATCA MeHee MOTyLLEeCTBEHHbIMU.
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MeHa 3amyTuno. «Hawux» NOTOMKOB, He «ux». N cHoBa [eHpW roBopua 0 CBOMX COBPaTbAX Kak
O eAMHOM LLeNOM, @ He KaK O LWeCTU OTAeNbHbIX cywecTBax. — Y Teba... ectb Aetm? — pobko
cnpocuna A.

YHM3UTENbHO OCO3HaBaTb, KaK Mano A 0 HeM 3Hana. MNocne JOAroro n ynopHoro obyyenHus, s
n3yunna BCE, O YeM roBOpUIOCH B MUAX, @ TaKKe BCE, 4TO npenogasan MHe cam leHpu. OgHaKo
MUdbI He Bcerga To4Hbl, a FeHpU He NpoABAAN 0COBOro KenaHUA PACcCKasblBaTb O CBOEWN XKU3HM.
Kannnona Korga-To ckasana MHe, 4To, No obwemy MHeHUIo, FeHpW HUKOTrAa HE CNai HU C KeM, Kpome
MepcedoHbl, HO OKa3zanocb, 4To Kananone Henb3A 4OBEPAT.

— HerT, y meHsa HeT ageTeil, — oTBeTMA [eHpU, U A YyTb He 3a40XHYyNACb, Korga ot obaeryeHna
pe3Ko BTAHYNA BO3A4YX.

— A Tbl... — 51 OCTAHOBW/IaCb, M [eHpPU KMBHYA, YTOObI A NpogoaKana. — A Tbl Xxoyewb? Yepes
HECKONbKO AecATUNETUI, MOXKeET BbITb, UIN CTONETUA.

OH Bblgasua cnabyto ynbibKy, KOTOpPAAa He KOCHYNACb ero rnas. — MNocMoTpum, 3axodeLlb N Thbl.
Al He cobupatocb B3BaMBaATb Ha TebAa oyepegHyl0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, O KOTOPOW Tbl He nmpocuna. A
Tenepb, 4aBan NOATOTOBUM TebsA K LLepeMOoHUMN.

A Haxmypunacb. Y10 3Haumnm ero cnosa? OH Ayman, 4To A He xoTena 3Ttoro? He xoTena
BbIXOAMTb 33 HEr0 3aMyXK M BCETO, YTO UAET HapAAY C 3aMY»KeCTBOM?

Al cHoBa BcnomHuna cnosa xxenmca. OH rosopun 06 amom Bbibope? OH 3Han, yto y MeHpwn
61 comHeHuA. 3Han, uTo FeHpu cuntan ceba obyson, an 4YTo A Aymana 3ameHuUTb MepcedoHy n
H6pocuTb ero. Xyxke Toro, [Jkenmmc NbiTancs yroBopuTb MeHA cAeNaTb 3TO.

— Tbl }Ke 3Haelb, YTO A 3TOro Xouy, Aa? — cnpocuaa . — M He BaXKHO, YTO rOBOPAT ApYyrue...

— Co MHOM HUMKTO 06 3TOM He rosopua, — Bo3pasma leHpu. — [axke TBoA mama cobntogana
rpaHuLbl. Ha 3ToT pa3, — gobasun oH cebe nog HOC. — ITO HAYaN0 HALEro COBMECTHOMO NPAaB/EHUA.
HWKTO He TpebyeT NPUHUMATL peLLeHUs NPAMO cenyac.

OH CKa3an 0 COBMECTHOM NPAB/IEHUM, @ HE O COBMECTHOM M3HU. Elle ogHO pasnnune. OgHako
Ha 3TOT pa3 3TO TOYHO Oblna He OroBOpKa. BHyTpu BCE cxkanocb. — [la, He ceiyac, BeAb Tbl
COMHEBAELbCA B TOM, YTO A OCTAHYCb.

OH 3amanca. — A He TBOM TIOpeMLUUK. Tbl BOSIbHA YITU, €CIN XOYEeLb.

— Tbl NpaB, Tbl HE MOW TIOPeMLMK. Tbl MO MY, — OrpbI3HyNAacb A. — MOXKEeT, Xo4ellb, Y4TObbI
A ywna? bygewb NpaBUTb O4MH UK UCYE3HELWb? YTO cayunTca, ecam a yuay?

Al xoTena, utobbl OH Kpu4yan Ha meHA. YTobbl 6bin B ApocTM. YTOObI OWYTUA TE Ke 3mouuu,
KOTOpble BbI3blBan BO MHe, Korga Ben cebs BOT TaK; KOrda A TaK OTYAAHHO Hy)KAanacb B TOM
0406peHnmn, KOTOpOe OH OTKa3biBanCcA MHe AaBaTb. OT 3TUX YyBCTB XOTENIOCb PBATb Ha cebe BOOCHI.

Ho BmecTo 3TOro, OH rnagen Ha MeHA C abCOMOTHbIM CMOKOWCTBMEM M POBHbIM [0/I0COM
npousHec: — A xo4y, 4TOObl Tbl Aasa HaM BPeMsA NPUBbLIKHYTb KO BCEMY. ITO HOBAA *KM3Hb ANA HAC
060Mx, U A xouy, 4TOBObl Mbl Pa3BMBANUCL, @ HE BOEBAAWU. HeT npuumH Ana cnewku. Y Hac Bnepeau
LLeNnan BEYHOCTb.

OH 6bin npaB. B TOM 1 NpuyMHa; MHe He 6bl10 CMbICaa CNOPUTbL € ero cnoBamu. OH NpoABUA
3penocTb, AaBaa Ham 060MM BO3MOXKHOCTb CBbIKHYTbCA C HOBbIM CTATyCOM, @ A1 CTa/la LenaAaTbeA 3a
Hero, rotoBaa [0BEPUTb CBOK XMU3Hb. HO A He Bepwa, YTO OH NOOUT MeHA Tak, Kak MHe TOoro
xoTenocb. M cetyac KakaA-To 4acTb MeHA HEHaBUAEeNa ero 3a 3T0.

— A NpOCTO X0u4y 3HaTb, HyXHa n Tebe 3aecb, — NpowenTtana A. — lNpoLy, CKaxu.

OH HaKNOHWACA, C/NIOBHO XOTe/N MOLeN0oBaTb MEHSi, HO B MOCNEAHION CEKYHAY peLunn
OTCTPaHUTbCA. — MoOM KeNaHUA He AO/KHblI OUKTOBATb TBOK KM3Hb. A xouy, 4Tobbl Tbl Oblna
cyacTamBea. M noka 7o Tak, A ToxKe byay cyacTams.

3710 6bIN He oTBeT, M [eHpPW 3TO 3HaN, HO A pewwuna OTCTYNUTb U MPOCNeAOoBasfa 3a HUM B
CNanbHIO, TAe OH Yy)Xe HaaeBan cBok pybawky. A He xoTena 6onbwe cnoputb. i NOHMMAnNa, 4To
XU3Hb He CTaHeT WAeanbHOM, WU, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO 6blna M BUHA [Kelkmca, YTO 3aCTaBUA MeHA
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coMHeBaTbcA B leHpu. Mnm 3To OT TOro, YTo Kyga bbl A He NnocmoTpena — Be3ae HAMOMMHAHWUA O
MepcedoHe. A xoTena Anwb cnokoncTeuA. Ero kacanma. MNouenya. Chosa. Yero yrogHo.

Al cyHyna pyKy B KApPMaH M NPUKOCHYNACh K AparoLeHHOMY LBETKY. [MoKa 4TO 3TOro A0CTaTOYHO.

— Monarato, 4To ABa yKe Mokaszana Tebe rappepobHyto, — cKkazan FeHpu. — Tbl MOXelWb
HaZeBaTb BCE, YTO noxenaewb. OAHAKO, TaK KaK CErogHALWHAA LLepeMOHMA NpeanonaraeT BeYepHui
Hapsag, 6blno 6bl Hennoxo, ecan 6bl Tbl Mpeanoysa CBOEMY MPUBLIYHOMY CTUAKD 4YTO-TO Honee
nsALHoe.

— Xopowo, — MArko oteeTMna A. — MOXHO 3a4aTb 04MH BONPOC?

— KoHeuHo.

A 3amanack. /llobun nn oH meHa? Nnum B ero cepaue Bcé eue bbina MNepcedoHa? OH BooOLLE
X0Ten, 4Tobbl A CTaNa ero KOPoJIEBOW, UK Xe A Bblaa NUWb 3aMeHOoM cBoel cecTpe? NMoyemy OH HU
pasy He NoCeTU/1 MeHs, Noka A bbina B Mpeunn ¢ xeimcom?

Ho myxectBo, KoTopoe noTpeboBasnocb MHe, 4Tobbl 334aTb 3TM BOMPOCHI, Mcye3no. f
norpysunacb B cebs, NbiTaacb HalTKU ero oTrosiocKu. MNpeactaBuna HensbeKHble WecTb MecsLeB B
HanpsX}eHWn M OOMHOYECTBE, HO 3TO He Nomorno. Al HM4Yero He Hawna. Karkgaa yacTMyKa MeHs
6osanacb, 4To MeHpPM He Xo4eT BUAETb MeHA 34ecCb. YTO OH COrnacmaca ToNbKO M3-3a MOEN MaTepu m
OCTaNbHOW YacTh coBeTa. Y1o A byay AnA Hero Tem e, Yyem oH bbin gna MepcedoHbl: HUYEM, Kpome
ob6A3aHHOCTU. Al 3aana Apyroi BONpocC:

— KaKoe nnaTtbe Tebe HpaBuTca?

Korga TleHpu npuBen meHa K wWKady, 4TOoObl OCMOTPETb CTOMKY BEYEPHWUX NAaTbeB, £
NOTAHYNACb K €ro pyKe, HO KaK TO/IbKO KOCHYNACb, OH TYT }Ke OTCTpaHuAcA. [eHpu B3AN cepebpsaHoe
naaTbe, KOTOPbIM A0 3TOro BOCXMLWAnachb A. — Kak HacyeT aToro?

K ropay noactynmna TowHoTa. MoeT 6bITb OH NPOCTO MOTAHY/ICA 32 NAATbEM M HE NOHAN, YTO
A XOTeNa NPUKOCHYTbCA K Hemy. Ho B MofOBMHE cny4yaeB OH OyATO 3HAN, Kakum byaet moi
nocnegyrowmx war. A nbiTanacb 06bACHUTb €ro AeNCTBUA, HO HE MOr1a OTAENATbCA OT YyBCTBA, YTO
OH CAeNaN 3TO HAPOYHO.

Ecnn a npoaonKy 60poTbCA C HAM, TO 3TO CTAaHET IMWHUM NOBOAOM OTrOPOAMUTLCA OT MeHsA. Ha
CEeroAHA M TaK AO0CTAaTO4YHO. Houblo, mocne uUepemMoHWMW, MOocne TOro, Kak BCE YCTaKaHUTCA, Mbl
NMOroBOPUM, U A HE MO3BOJIIO EMY YITH.

— Mwunoe, — oTBeTWAa A, 3acTaBnAA ceba ynblbHYTbCA. A B3AAa NAaTbe, U He ycneB NOAOWUTHM K
WMPMe, YCAbILWANA, KaK U3 CNajibHX pa3fanca rpOMKKUIA 3ByK. A YpOHWAA NNEYMKN.

[xelimc BopBancaA B rapaepobHyto, HO, yBUAEB HAc ¢ FeHpK, ocTaHOBUACA. Ero naeum noHUKAMK,
a Becb BO3ayx OyATO MOKMHYN nerkve. A MOria NOKAACTbCA, YTO YBUAENA Ha €ro NMue BCMbIWKY
pasoyapoBaHMA. He ycnena A M cnoBa CKasaTb, KAaK 3TO BbIPaXKEHWE WCYE3N0, CMEHMBLUMUCH
NpuBbIYHBbIM HBe3pasnmumem.

— lMpowunsowna ewé oagHa aTaka.

FeHpW HanpArca, a MOA HaZeXKAa NPOBEecTM C HUMM Bedvep ucyesna. OH NOAHAN NnaTbe U
NPOTAHYN ero MHe. MrHOBeHMe, 1 OH yxKe Obln B CnasbHe.

— Nepegan nm, 4tToOLI NPOAONNKANM TOTOBUTLCA K LLEPEMOHUU, — CKasan [eHpu, 3aKaHUYMBas
3acTerMBaTb NyroBuupl Ha pybawke. — Mbi ¢ [I}keMMcom BeEpHEMCA A0 eé Hayana.

Al yctaBunacb Ha Hero. — Tbl cHOBa cobupaelwbca yutn? MNocne TOro Kak 4yTb He ymep oOT
noTepu KPoBu?

OH cKan rybbl B TOHKYO IMHUIO. — ITO MoA 06A3aHHOCTb. Al BCKOpE BEPHYCb.

— Y10 ecnu Ha 3TOT pa3 BCé byaeT xyxe?

— He 6ynet, — posHO oTBeTUn [eHpu. — [lenai, KaKk A CKa3an, U HU O YeM He BONHYMcA. A He
Ha J4oNro.

Al Bo3myTunacb. [lenatb, Kak OH CKasan? [oKa A Haxoamnacb B d4eme, OH MOr pa3fasaTtb
noaobHbIe NPUKa3bl, HO Tenepb Mbl NapTHepPbI.  He NOTepPN/IO X03AMHMYEeCcTBa Hag, cobon. Ecam oH u
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fanblue NPOAOJIKUT 3TO AeNaTb, TO NYCTb XKAET NOCNeACTBUN. fl boblue He XpynKaa cMepTHas. MNopa
M MHEe BXXWUTbCS B HOBYIO POJib.

MHe He [anuM BO3MOMKHOCTM 03BYYMTb CBOM npoTtecTbl. Ho [Kelmcy, No KpailHel mepe,
XBATUIO MPUAMYUA BPOCUTb Ha MEHA U3BUHAIOLWMIACA B3rNA4, B OTMYMe OT [eHpM, BblpaxkeHue
KOTOPOro 66110 NycTbiM. He ycnena s MOpryyTb, Kak OHM 06a McYesnu us noss 3peHus, OCTaBUB MeHs
B CMasibHe ogHY. MeHa Hayano MyTUTb OT MbIC/IU, YTO 3TO MOI/IN BbITb NOC/IeAHUE CNOBA, CKa3aHHbIe
MHe F'eHpw. Al TaK CUIbHO CXKANa TKaHb NAaTbA, YTO YyTb HE MOPBaaA ero.

— KnaHycb, — ckasana s Tuxo Moro, — eciiv OHW YMPYT NO-HACTOALWEMY, A HUKOrAa 6onblue ¢
HUMM He 3aroBoplo.

* %k %

Jaxke ecnv A NOKMHY 3aem, Koe-4To HUKOr4a He M3MEHUTCA.

ABa MOYTU Yac roToBM/JIA MEHA K LLePEeMOHMMU, YCaaMB 33 TyaNeTHbI CTOAMK M 3aHUMAACb
MOVMMW BOJIoCaMM. Al paspelinsia el HaHeCTU HEMHOrO TOHaJIbHOM OCHOBbI M T'yOHOW Momafpl, HO,
Korza OHa NonbiTasacb HAaNacTb HA MEHA C LWETOYKON ANA TyLWK U NOABOAKOM, A BOCNPENATCTBOBANA.

— [la nagHo Tebe, Kelt! — cKkasana oHa, Hagys rybbl. — 3T0 Xe cobbiTne 13 paspaaa «bbisaeT-
OAMNH-pa3-B-*KN3HU». Tbl AOKHA BbIFALETb Ha BCe CTO, MHa4Ye A cebe He npouy.

— Xouelwb CKasaTb, YTO, YTOObI A CTaNa KpPacuMBoh, MHe 06A3aTe/IbHO HyXEeH MAKUAXK? —
cnpocuna A, N e€ naeanbHO HAKPALIEHHbIE /1a3a OKPYIINANUCD.

— HeT, KoHeuHo e HeT! MNocnywaii...  He xoTena genatb U3 Teba Apyroro yenoseka. A TONbKO
Aymana nogyepKHyTb BCe TBOM AOCTOUHCTBA.

— A 3TO Ba)KHO 1A LLepeMoHuUn?

— HeTt, — HEOXOTHO Npu3Hana oHa, U1 TEM CaMbIM MONOXKKUIA KOHEL, AUCKYCCUN.

MHe yganocb caep)XuMBaTb CBOK MaHUKY B TeYEHUE CAedyloWMUX NOoayTopa YacoB MM OKOJO
TOro, HO, KOrAa NPULLIO BPeMS LLepeMOHUM, a FeHpu 1 [xkelimc g0 CMX Nop He BEPHY/INCb, OHA CHOBA
Hayana pactu, M A 6onblle He Morna UrHOpPMpPOBaTb 3TO YyBCTBO. YTO €C/iM C HUMM 4YTO-HUOYAb
cnyymnocb? U KTo, B c/lydae Yero, CMOXKeT NOMOYb?

— YTO-TO MHe 3TO HaNMOMMHAEeT, — BeCesI0 CKasasa ABa, KOraa Besia MeHA BAO/Ib KOPUAOoPa,
COeANHAIOLWEro CNanbHOE KPbI/IO C TOW YacTblo ABOpLA, KoTopasa b6bina obuieit. LLBeT cTeH ¢ KpacHoro
CMEHMJICA Ha KPEMOBbIN W 3010TUCTBIN, N A HA MFHOBEeHKe 3abblna, YTO Mbl Haxogumca B MogzemHom
MMpEe — NOo KpalHen Mepe NoKa Mbl He MPOLL/IM MMMO OKHa, M MOoKa A, caenas owmnbKy, He B3rNaHyAa
B Hero.

MHe 6b1n0 b6bl nerye, ecan bbl pagom okasancs FeHpu, HO, Korga ABa OCTaHOBWMIA MeHs Nepes,
3aKpbITbIMW ABYCTBOPYATbIMU ABEPAMM, CUIbHO MOXOXKUMM Ha Te, YTO Benn B BasbHbIA 3an daema,
FeHpyu n dxenmc Tak U He noaBmAncb. C Apyron CTOPOHbI, A0 MEHS AOLWEN CMbICA CNOB ABbI.

— TleHpu noctpoun 3aem nNo noaobuto 3TOro mecta? — CApocuaa A, OrnsAblBascb NO
CTOPOHaM, NOKa Mbl OXXuganu. Bcé, ot uBeTa KoBpa A0 CTEH, BAO/Ib KOTOPbIX ABa Bena MeEHA Cloaa,
HanomuHanu nomectbe 3aem. OH He Obla TOYHOM KOMMel 3TOro ABOpLA, HO BO3POAMA BO MHE
BOCMNOMMHAHMA O TON HOYM, KOTAa MeHA BNepBble NPeACcTaBMUIM BCEMY COBETY MOYTM ro4 Ha3aa,.

— HekoTopble ero 4yactu, — otBeTuna ABa. — ITOT ABOpPeEL, KOHEYHO e, 6onblue, HO eHpK
nepeaan BaxHole AeTanu.

Mo KpaliHen mepe FeHpU HUKOraa He 3abnyanTca B COBCTBEHHOM AOMeE, HE3aBUCUMMO OT TOrO,
CKONIbKO Y HEro Taknx A4omMoB 6b1710. — [lymaellb OH BEPHETCA BOBpems?

— Hy KOHe4yHo, — oTBeTM/1a OHa Beceno. Al 6bl xoTena YyBCTBOBATL Ty e Paf0CTb, BMECTO y3/1a
B *XnBoTe. — OH HW 3a YTO 3TO He NPONYCTUT.

— A [xelimc cKkopee ybbeT cebs, yem npuaeT Ha LepemoHuto. — A Haxmypunacb. — ABa,
noyemy oHu ybexxanu go eé Havyana’?



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

[JeBylwKa 3amepna, U, oTBeYan, Aa*Ke He BCTPETUAACb CO MHOW B3rnagom: — [loTomy 4To 3TO
KacaeTcA paboTbl MeHpw.

— A «3TO» He MOXET NoJ0KAATb?

Yronku ee HakpalweHHbIX 'y Nonos3an BHM3, KOT4a OHa HaxXmypunacb. — He cTouT XAaatb, 4TO
leHpu cTaHeT Tem, Kem He siBnaeTcA. OH 6bln OAMHOK yxKe Tbicady neT. MNoTpebyeTtca Bpemsa, YTo6bl OH
KO BCEMY NPUMBbIK; HO, KOTAa 3TO NPOU30ONAET, Tbl MOMMELLb, YTO OXUAAHMA Toro ctounun. OH Bcerga
CTaBMN CBOM 06A3aHHOCTM NpeBbiLle BCero. BoT u BCE.

OT eé cnos A novyBcTBOBaNa cebA NANOTKOM, @ NOA CIOEM MAKUAXKA, KOTOPbI ABa Tak ycepaHOo
HaHOCW/Ia HAa MOe INLO, LEKN CTanu NbinaTb afbiM. — OH efBa KOCHYACA MeHs, — CKasana A, bopsacb
CO CBOMM rosiocom. — NpoLwno wecTb MecALEB, @ OH AaXKe He NOLLeN0Baa MeHA B 3HaK NPUBETCTBUA.
Al He xouy, 4ToObl OH MeHANCA paay MeHA, HO 6bl10 Bbl MWMNO C €ro CTOPOHbI, ecan Bbl OH NOKasan,
4yTO pag meHA BuaeTb. A He mory.. — CnoBa 3acTpsanM B ropse, U mHe notpeboBanacb CekyHAa,
4yTO6bI COBNAAATL C MOACTYMAOLWMMM cAe3aMn. — A He MOry NPOBECTM MOJ XKU3HU C TEM, KTO MEHSA He
nobur.

— Ox, Kent. — ABa 0b6HANA MeHs, CTapascb HE UCMOPTUTb BOJIOCbI U MakusK. — KoHeuHo, oH
nobut Teba. NeHpn HMKOraa He NPoABAAN CBOMX YyBCTB Ha GU3NYECKOM YPOBHE, U TONbKO. Matoc Ko
BCEMY, OH e MY)KYMHA. OHU NIOXO NOHMMALOT, Yero XOTAT XKEeHLMHbl, 0COBEHHO Koraa npoBenu
CTO/Ib J,ONITOe BPEMA B CTAaTyce OAMHOKOIO X00CTAKA. To e un ¢ FeHpu. Heyxkenn mHe npuaetca Bce
nocneayroLlime WecTb MecsLeB A0Ka3biBaTb Tebe, KaK CU/IbHO OH Tebs ntobuT?

Al dbIpKHYNa. — HeT, HO 6bI10 6bl HEMIOXO, ecin Bbl OH CaM 3TO A0Ka3an.

— [ain emy BpemA, — CKasasa oHa. — OH BeposTHEee BCEro NpPOCTO Ha HepBax M3-3a
npoucxogAulLero.

— A 4TO NPOMCXOAMUT? — CNPOCKAA A, NbITAACL OTCTPAHUTLCA, YTOObI B3rNAHYTb HA Hee. O4HAKO
ee 06bATUA HblNM OQHOBPEMEHHO U HEXHbBIMU, U KpeNnKMmU. — YTo nponcxoant c Kanavonoi?

ABa HanpAarnacb. — leHpu pacckasan Tebe? — OCTOPOXKHO CNPOCKUIA OHa.

— HeT, 1 ecamn 1 Tbl He paccKaxelb, TO A pa3Maxky CBOK Nomagy no auuy. A 3a04H0 1 TBOHO.

OHa OTCKOYMNa OT MEeHA M NogHANA PYKM B 3HaK Kanutynauum. — He cmen. A otcpouy
LEePEMOHUIO, eCNU NPUAETCA.

— [ymato, BmecTo Tebs 370 yxe caenanu leHpu n Oxxenmc. — A CKpecTuna pyKu Ha rpygu. —
CKaxXXu, 4to npomcxoguT. A nmeto Npaso 3HaTb.

OHa B340xHyMa. — Tbl NpaBa, Ho FeHpKU yObeT MeHsA, eCcnM NPO3HAET, YTO A BCE paccKkasana.

— Toraa A He CKaXky emy, 4To 370 6bina Thl.

ABa HEepBHO OrNAHY/IAaCb U HaMOTaa CBET/YIO NPAAKY BONOC HA Naney,. — fA paccKasbiBato Tebe
TONbKO NOTOMY, UTO EeHPU He 34eCb U HE MOXKET CAeNaTb 3TO caM. Tbl M BNPaBAYy AOJ/IKHA YCAbIWATb
3TO MMEHHO OT Hero, — CKas3ana OHa, MOHU3MB ronoc. Ho To, YTO OHa MHe pacckasbiBana, 6bino
XOpOoWwKnM 3HaKom, Beab ABa NOHMMANa, 4To MeHpu He cTaHeT 3Toro genaTtb. — Kannunona cbexkana.
l'eHpwn, nana n ®unamn He 0060 MHOrOCNOBHbI O TOM, YTO MPOWU3OLLAO, HO... Tbl XK€ BUAMULIb B KAKOM
leHpu cocToAHUU. O4YEBUAHO, YTO CAYYUNOCH YTO-TO YXKACHOE.

YT10-TO TaKOe, YTO MOXKEeT HanyraTb ga)ke 6ora. — KTo mokaseuyumn ero... OHU pacckasanm ob
aTom?

— O yem pacckazanu?

Al pa3BepHynacb. K Ham Hanpasnanca Oxkekimc. Ero Bonocbl 6bian B nonHom Hecnopsaake, a
KypTKa OKoJ10 nieva 6bina pazopBaHa. Ho noxoxe, 4To Ha 3TOT pa3 obowwnock 6e3 Kposw.

— [xenmc! — a 6pocunack K Hemy, 3abbiB 0 Npuyecke U MakuaxKe. OH crpeb meHA B OXanky u
Kpenko obHaAn. Al ycablwana, Kak ABa B y»Kace BCKPUKHYA, npoTectyA. NycTb ckaxeT cnacmbo, 4to A
He nouenosana ero B Wweky. — C Toboi Bcé B nopagke? Y1o cayumnoch?

— [a Hnyero, — 3aBepun oH. — ManeHbKaA HeNnpMATHOCTbL. Bcé xopouwo.
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— Tbl MMmeewWwb B BUAY, YTO 3TO He cBA3aHO ¢ Kannuvonoin? — cnpocuna s, a Korga [dxxenmc
OTKPbIN POT, YTOObI OTBETUTL, EFO NPEepPBan ApPyrom ronoc.

— MimeHHo ¢ Hel.

JKerMc B34pPOrHY/A, U TYT e ONyCTU/I MEHs, LarHyB B CTOPOHY. FeHpu nepecek XxoAn,
HanpasAAsCb Ko MHe. M B oTanumne ot [xelmca, Bbirnagen 6esynpeyHo.

— Tbl CHOBa UCTEKaellb KPOBbK? — cnpocuaa s, He B cunax ybpaTb M3 ronoca xonoA. FeHpu
caenan Bug, 4To He 3aMeTU/ 3TOFO, UK Bbla 3aHAT APYTMMU MbICIAMM.

— A B nopsake. — OH KMBHY/ B CTOPOHY ABYCTBOPYATbIX ABepen no3agm meHa. — A NpoBOXKY
TebAa BHYTPb. Mbl HE A0/KHbI 3aCTaBAATb COBET XKAaTb.

06 aToM A Becnokounacb B NOC/AeAHIO o4Yepeab, HO, Koraa FeHpu NpeasioXKnn MHe CBOH PYKY,
A B3A1a ee. [py TaKOM pacKiage, 3To Obln Hall NePBbIN KOHTAKT C CAMOW 3UMbl.

ABa u [xkelimc NPOCKOb3HY/IN B NPUOTKPLITYIO ABepb, a [eHpM cmoTpen npamo nepes cobon,
NMoKa Mbl *ganu. fl Kpaem rnasa Habagana 3a HAM B NOMCKE NPU3HAKOB HOBbIX PAHEHUI, HO OH Obin
TAaKUM Ke cAeprKaHHbIM, Kak M 0b6bl4yHO. ByAaTo cUTyaumsa, YTO ero HoBas XEeHa MOCBALLAET CBOK
¥U3Hb, YTOObI pyKa 06 pyKy NpaBuTb ¢ HUM [og3eMHbIM MUPOM, Oblna abcontoTHO 0bblAEHHOINA.

B rpyan Bcé cxanocb. 1 He mory B3Ba/MTb Ha cebAa TaKyld OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, €C/IM OH He
nameHuTcA. Ecnm He xouyeT goBepaTb MHe. Ecan FeHpu He KenaeTt BUAETb MEHA CBOEN KOPOIEeBOW,
TOorga v A He xo4y. — Y10 6bI HM Npoun3owno ¢ Kananonon, a metro NpaBo 3HaTb.

— [Ha, — cornacunca oH. — YBepsto, A BCE PACcCKarky, KaK TOJIbKO MOABUTCA MOAXOAALLNM
MOMEHT.

— Y Hac ecTb Bpema cenyac, — oTBeTuNa A. MHe He XOTenocb CNopUTb C HUM, OCOBEHHO B Ty
MMUHYTY, KOrga A cTos/1a Ha Nopore HOBOM KM3HWU. HO MMeHHO NoaTomy A A0/1XKHa Oblia 3TO caenaTb.
— MHe KaXKeTca, YTo Tbl MHEe He AoBepsellb, UAW... UM He Xo4ellb, YTobbl A ocTaBanacb. M MHe
HYYXHO 3HaTb, €C/1M 3TO He TaK. Ho ecnu s npaBa, Toraa A 6osblue HUYem 3aecb He 06A3aHa.

FeHpw 3amanca. A UCKana XoTb KaKOM-TO NMPU3HAK, KOTOPbIN NMOMOMKET NOHATb XO4, ero MbIC/el,
HO BblparKeHMe ero n1ua HUYero He BblgaBano. — Ecam Tbl He xo4elb...

— fl xo4y, — oTBEeTUNA A B OTYHaAHUM. — A X04uy ocTaTbcA. Xo4dy. Xouy bbITb ¢ TO60M. A He 3Halo,
KaK MOHATHee AO0HeCTU 3TO A0 TebA. Ho MHe Hy»XHO, YTOObl Tbl TOXE 3TOro XOTen, NMOoHMMAaelb?
MpolLuy, NPOCTO CKaXMK, YTO A Hy»KHa Tebe, N A OCTaHYCb.

Al oXKnpgana, 4To B OTBET NocnenyeT TUWKMHA. Ho Korga oH AeNCTBUTE/IbHO HUYEro He OTBeTUA, A
pa3BepHynacb M CTana yxoauTb.

FeHpW pyKol Nneperopogmn MHe NyTb.

— KelT, — CcKaszan oH mArko. — 3TOT AeHb OblA TPyAHbIM, U A COXKanekw O TOM, 4YTo Tebe
[OBENOCb 3a Hero nepexutb. OAHAKO, KaK Obl TAXeno Hu OblNo, CKOMbKO Obl BPeMeHU HMU
notpeboBanocb, YTobbl Mbl 063 NPMUCNOCOBUANCL K HOBOM *KU3HU, HUKOr4a HE COMHEBAMCA B TOM,
YTO Tbl HY}XHa MHe. Tbl cnocobHas M npoHuuaTenbHasn. Tbl, KAK HUKTO APYroi, Koro s NoBcTpeyan B
CBOEWM XM3HW, 3aCNYKMBaAELLb CTOATb CO MHOM BOK 0 6OK B Ka4ecTBe MOein KOpPo/eBbI.

Cepaue yxHyno B MNATKW. Ero npuuunHbl 6blAM pauMOHaibHbIMU, HO B €ro c/ioBax He 6bisio
yyBCTB. byab ero Bons, A 6bina 6bl ANA Hero Anb Koponeson. OQHAKO A MOHMMaNa, YTo He 6bio
CMbICNa NpoAo/iKaTb cnop. OH OTBETUN MHe.

— Cnacnbo, — cKasasa s ApoXKaLlMM rosocom. IToro bbi1I0 HeA0CTaTOYHO, HO A MOHMMAaNa, YTo
eMy HY)KHO 6blno AaTtb Bpems. LlepemoHunsa BOT-BOT HauyHeTcA. YTo OyaeT, ec/im OH peLuunT, YTo He
MOXKET /IIO6UTb MEHA CU/bHEE, YEM NPOCTO Apyra?

«Tbl e 3Haewb, YMo He 00AHXCHA 5M020 0enams, ecau He Xo4eulb .

A 3actaBmna rosoc [Kelimca MOKMHYTb CBOM Mbicau. Ceiyac He Bpems. He Torpa, Korpga s
cobupanacb caenatb CaMylo BasKHYIO Belllb B CBOEM XKU3HM.

N He Torga, Korga mbl BXOAU/IM B CaMylo U3YMUTE/IbHYIO KOMHaTy, KOTOPYO A Koraa-nnbo
BMAaena.
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OHa 04HO3Ha4YHO yTpeT Hoc 6anbHOMY 3any daema. KONOHHbI U3 TOYEHOro KaMHSA YNMpaanch B
BbICOKWIA NOTONOK, CAENAHHbINA M3 MELLEPHOro KBapLa, U OCBELLAIOLWMNIA KaXKabIN AOMM NPOCTOPHOTO
3ana. Mo 60Kam BO3BbIWANANCL OKHA, YKPAWEHHble TAXKENbIMU YEePHbIMU MOPTbePaMM C 3010TbiM
Yy30pOM, @ NOCPean BCEro 3TOr0 BEANMKOAENUA BUCENA OTPOMHAnA, He MeHee Be/IMKOENHanA, NtOCTpa.
Mo KpaHen mepe Tenepb A NMOHMMAaNa, nNoyemy AsopeLl, bbln TakMM GONbWKMM: NO-APYroMy U He
BMECTUTb TaKyI0 KOMHaTy.

CTyK KabnykoB Moux Tydesib 3XOM OTAABaCA MO BCEMY 3as/y, MOKa A Warana no mepuatowemy
MpaMopHOMY Moay. Pag 3a pAgOM CTOAAM CKaMbM, NMOXOXKME Ha Te, YTO B LepKBAX. Kasanocb, 4yto
leHpM B 1OOYI0 MUHYTY MOT MPUHATb LLENYHo TONMNY rocTei. A B KOHLLE OAMHOKOro NpPoxXoaa U3 KOJIOHH
CTOAN ABa TPoHa. OAuH Obln U3 YepHbIX aIMa30B, @ BTOPO — u3 6enbix.

3T0 6bI/1 TPOHHbINM 3an Moa3emHoOro mupa.

Lpyrue uneHbl coBeTa cuaenu B nepegHem pady, U, K c4acTbio, Bce Kpome [xelimca 6biau
OAeTbl B Ty e BblUypHYIO ogexay, 4To FeHpu BbIbpan u ans meHa. XoTtsa bbl He NPMAETCA CMYLLATbCA
13-3a CBOErO HapAaa, KO BCEMY NpPoYeMmy.

— He 3abbiBalt AblwaTb, — CKaszan MHe FeHpu. 1 NOYyBCTBOBAsAa €ro Tensioe AblXxaHWe OKOJo
yxa v B3aporHynia. OH 6bin NpaB; rae-To MexKay BXOAOM B TPOHHbIM 3371 M KOHLUOM Npoxoda s 3atanna
AblXaHue.

leHpX pa3BepHY Hac IMLUAMWN K COBETY, U KMBHY/ UM B 3HaK NPUBETCTBUA. A caenana To e
camoe, CTapasicb CMOTPETb NPSAMO, MOTOMY YTO €C/IN BCTPEYY Yen-TO B3r/iA4, TO HEPBbI TOYHO CAAAYT.
OpfHaKoO MHe BCE paBHO NPULLIOCH B3MNAHYTb HA HUX.

Mo ueHTpy cuaena moA mama. Ee cnuHa Obina npsmon, a rnasa cuaan. B camom KoHue
pacnonoxuiaca Kemmc, n no TOMy, Kak OH Cropbuica, MoXKHO 6bI/10 NOHATb, YTO OH He }KeJsian 34echb
Haxo4uTbCA. B 3TOM 5 ero He BUHUAA.

Mpexae, 4em s ycnena NOHATb, YTO HALWIM FOCTU eABa /I 3aMHTEPECOBAHbI B MPOUCXOAALLEM,
[eHpM NOBEPHYACA KO MHE INLOM M NPOTAHYA CBOW PYKU NadoHAMKU BBepPX. A 3akonebanacb, HO OH
oboapstoLLe KUBHYA, U A HEYBEPEHHO Pacno/ioXKuia CBOU 1al0OHM NOBEPX ero.

— KeilT, — npounsHec oH 0b6bl4HbIM TOHOM, HO 3BYK €ro rosioca pa3aa/ica no BCemy 3any: 10 u
OT cunbl FeHpU, TO N OT CTPOEHUSA X0NNa. A MOXKET U OT TOro, 1 OoT gpyroro. — CTaB MOE *KeHOW, Tl
Aana cornacue B3ATb Ha ceba 06A3aHHOCTU KoposeBbl oasemHoro mupa. Tbl 6ygelwb NpasBuTb
cnpaBegnMBo M 6e3 NpeaB3ATOCTU MO OTHOLWEHMIO K AyLlam TeX, KTO MOKUHYA MUP XUBbIX. C 3TUX
nop, HauMHas OT OCEHHEero PaBHOAEHCTBMA M A0 CaMOM BECHbI, KaxKAblih rog, TBOS *KU3Hb byaeT
NoCBALLEHA MOMOLLM TEM, KTO OKa3asics NOTePSH, U 3alMUTE KaXKA0ro, KTO No Ty CTOPOHY 3arpobHoi
HKUBHU.

Al egBa nn cnacna NeHpu oT camoybuiictea. KakK ke A A0/1KHA 3aWMTUTb Kaxkayto obuTarouyto B
3TOM MecTe ayLy?

Pykn leHpu BHe3amnmHO pe3Ko MNOTENAENN, U MeXAY HaWUMKU NALOHAMWU BO3HUK MKEATbIN
CBEPKAlOWMA OroHeK. A 3akycusa LEKy, 4YToObl He OTNpAHYTb. 3@ HECKO/IbKO MUHYT MNpPOCTO
HEBO3MOXHO NMPUBbLIKHYTb K NOA0OHOMY NPOABAEHUIO CUJIbI.

— CornacHa v Tbl NPUHATL POJIb KOponesbl [1043eMHOro MMpa, a TakXKe BCe COMyTCTByOLInE
3TOMy cTaTycy 0653aHHOCTU? — npousHec F'eHpw.

Al 3amAanacb. Peub 6blna He O roae, He O MATU, M JaxKe He O AecATw neT; [eHpu rosopuna o
BEYHOCTU. A garKe He pelunaa Kakyto cneumanbHOCTb BblOpaTb B KOeAKe, He TOBOPA YXKe O TOM, YTO
xoTena 6bl Aenatb C OCTAa/NIbHOM YacTblo CBOEM KM3HWU. [eHpU npegoctaBnsn mHe Bbibop. Ha gonto
CEeKyHAbl ero B3rnsag, BCTPETUICA C MOUM, U A yBugena nepes coboi He caeprkaHHoro 6ora, a leHpw.
Moero leHpu. Ero nyHHoro uBeta rnasa CBepKanu. Yronku ero ry6 gepHynucb BBEPX B JIETKYHO
YyNbIBKY, M OH, Ka3an0Cb, CBETUACA TeNAOM U3HYTPWU. OH CMOTPEN Ha MeHA TaK, Kak paHblue, B daeme.
Kak 6yato A 6blna egMHCTBEHHbIM Ye/1I0BEKOM B MuUpe. B 3Ty MMUHYTY A 6blna rotoBa pa3opBaTbh Ha
4acTu 1 pai, n ag, pabol ybeanTbca, YTO HAKOTAA ero He NoTepsto.
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Ho notom oH cHoBa 3aKpbiacs B cebe. Hagen macky, KOTOpyto HOCUA, YTOBbI 3aWMTUTL Ty YacTb
cebs, Kotopyto MNepcedoHa pasopsBana B KNo4vbs. Ha meHA 06pyLIMNAch peanbHOCTb NPOUCXOAALLETO.
Ha camom gene y meHs HeT Bbibopa, BeAb Tak? Bce, YTo A caenana nocne nepeesga B 34em, npuBeno
MEHS K 3TOMYy MOMEHTY. fl ¢ camoro Hayana 3Hana, 4To F'eHpU KeHUNCs Ha MHe He no nbsu. OH
cAenan sTo, NOTOMY YTO A NPOLWAA UCMbITAHUA, KOTOPblE HE MOF MPONTU HUKTO Apyron. N notomy, 4to
COBEeT AapoBan MHe beccmepTtume. A Bblna egUHCTBEHHOW, KTO BbIXKWAA, YTOObI CTaTb €ro KOPO/1IeBOW.
Ho 4To ecnm oH ocTaHeTcA TakMM A0 KOHUA BeYHOCTU? YTOo ecnm BCE 3To Bpema A bbina u byay gns
Hero nWb APYroM U coo3HUMKOM? To, KaKMM OH Bbin B 3aeme; To, KaK roBOPM/I CO MHOM A0 Camoro
paccBeTa; To, KaK OH CMOTPE/1 Ha MEHS, Kak HUKTO APYroi; Kak pUCKoBan CBOMM CyLLECTBOBAHMEM,
YyTOObI CMACTU MO0 KU3Hb... YTO €C/IN 3TOr0 HUKOrA4a He NoBTOPMUTCA?

C apyron CTOPOHbI, YTO €Ccan eMy OblI0 HYXKHO [0Ka3aTeNbCTBO TOro, YTO A HE MOKUHY ero?
Bo3MmOXKHO, 3TO 6blaa Noc/ieaHAs AeTasb, KOTOPaa NOMOKET eMy YoeaAnTbCA, YTO HET HUYEro MJI0X0oro
B N1t06BU KO MHe?

A crnoTHyna. A yXKe NpuHANa pellieHne, Koraa Bbillaa 3a Hero 3amyx. A ntobuna ero, nosTtomy
YUTU 1 NO3BO/INTb EMY UCYE3HYTb — HE BapMaHT. M He BaXKHO, Yero MHe 3To byAeT CTOUTb.

A cnpasntock. A ponxHa. Pagu MeHpu, pagn ceoeir matepu. Paagu ceba. MoTomy 4TO, B KOHLE
KOHUOB, 6e3 [eHpu A 6blna HUKEM. U KaxKaylo HOoYb B TEYEHUE BCEro sieTa B [peuunm A IoKunacb cnatb
W Aymasia O TOM, KaKOBO 3TO — MPOBECTU OCTAaTOK CBOEW XKM3HU, KOrda Tbl N0OULLb 1 N110OUM B OTBET.
[as emy laHc, A cmena HageaTbcA Ha noaobHoe byayulee. FeHpW cTonn pucka.

Kak To/NbKO A rotosa 6blna NMPoOM3HECTU «da», TUWWHY paspyLllins rpoxoT pasbusatollerocs
ctekna. OCKonKkm netenm NpAMO Ha Hac.
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I'/IABA 4. TUTAHDI

A MHCTWMHKTMBHO MPUKPbIIA FONOBY PyKamu, KOraa nocbinanca rpag M3 OCKONKOB, XOTA MUX
OCTpble Kpaa eABa M 3a4enn MeHsA, byaTo A bblia cama M3 cTekna.

ToyHo. beccmepTure. BeuHo 3abbiBato Npo 3Ty AeTanb.

— Y710 3a... — A obepHynacb, 4ToHbI OCMOTPETb NOBPEXAEHWUA, HO [EeHPU 3aKPbIl MHE BeCb
0630p, TONIKHYB cebe 3a cnuHy. Al ynana Ha OCKONKM, 3 KorAa nogHANacb Ha Horu, FeHpu u ero 6paTba
yXKe NoAXoAuan K pa3buTbim OKHaMm.

Bo3ne meHA BO3HWKNA ABa, M CxBaTWNA 33 NOKOTb. — [longem, — CKasazia OHa APOXKALLUM
ronocom. Ee anuo 6bi1o 6regHee nenna. — Ham Hy»KHO yxo4uTb.

— Y70 npoucxoauT? — CnNpocuna A; Ha MEeHA Hawo0 TOWHOTBOPHOE YyBCTBO CTPaxa MOKa A
KOBbINANA, NOA PAAOM C Hell. Bce paccTtynanuch, nponyckaa Hac. OHM Bblan HaroToBe. [laxke ecnum Bce
HEeOXOTHO NpPU3HABaAW, A NOHMMANA, YTO 3TO CBA3AHO € Kannvonon m cBeXMM WPAaMOM, UAYLIMM
BOONb rpyau leHpw.

ABa He oTBeTMna. OHa YyTb N HE BOMIOMMNA MeHA NOo npoxoay. Mou Kabnyku cKonb3uam no
nosy, NOKa A NbITaslaCb BOCCTAaHOBUTb PaBHOBECUE, HO HE NMOJy4Yanoch.

Al cHoBa ynana Ha non, M noTaHyna 3a cobon Asy. OQHAKO AEeBYLWIKA He TepAana BPEMEHU, U
nomorna MHe NoAHATbCA. [oKa Mbl NPOBMpPANUCL K BbIXOAY, MO 3a/ly 3XOM pa3Heccs rpoxoT, a ABopeL,
3aMO/IHUA MepLAloLWNiA TYMaH. TakoM TyMaH 5 yKe BUAesia B CBOEM BUAEHUN.

Ho aToT 6b1n KyAa nnoTHee. OH NOTPECKMBAN CTPAHHbIMM 3aBUTKAMM CBETA M Yepe3 MIHOBEHME
HaBWUC Hag eHpK, CNOBHO y3HaB ero. [eHPU BCKMHYA PYKKU, TOYHO TaK Ke, KaK U B MOeM BUAEHUU, a
OCTaNbHble YNeHbl CoBeTa 06pa3oBan NO3a4M HEro U ero 6paTbeB NONYKPYT.

Moe cepaue cTtano 6eleHo KOJIOTUTbCS B rpyau, a pagom 3amepna Aea. 3TOT TyMaH 4YyTb He
ybun l'eHpwu, a Tenepb OH Hanan Ha Hac Bcex. Koraa oH ctan npubankatoca K FeHpu, moen matepu u
BCEM, KOro s ntobuna, BO MHe NOABMIOCb MHCTUHKTUBHOE CTpemieHue 3awmutuTb. Ho yem s morna
nomoub?

3TOT TyMaH paccekan Bo3ayx bbicTpee, YeM YieHbl COBETA MOIM OTpearMposatb. O4HaKO OH
uenmnca He Ha l'eHpu, YonTtepa nam dunnmna.

OH HanpasAaAaaca NPAMMKOM Ha MeHA 1 ABy.

Y MeHs He 6bl10 BpemeHU Ha pasgymba. ToNKHYB ABY 3a 61MKalLWyO KOIOHHY, A METHYAacCb 3a
Hel, HO HeAoCTaTOYHO bbICcTpO.

Moe KoneHO NpoH3uaa HeBepoATHAA 60Nb, NOXOXKaA Ha MOJIHWUIO, YAAPUBLLYIO B Teno. TymaH
CTa/l OKPYXKaTb MeHA, NY/IbCUPYA B TaKT cepaua. A moraa AuLb 3aKpuyaTh.

— ABa, — BblAOXHYNA A, NPUCAOHMBLLUNCHL K KONIOHHE. KpUKM Y1IeHOB COBETa 9XOM Pa3HOCUNUCH
no scemy 3any. — beru otcroga.

OHa HenoHMMmarLe nAannacb Ha meHA. Cxkas 3ybbl oT 60K, A B3ANa ee 3a pPyKy M 3acTaBuna
ceba auratbca Bnepes, HaNO0BMHY XPOMas, HaMOJIOBMHY MpbIras B CTOPOHY Bbixoga. Mo3aan meHa
OCTaBa/ICA KPOBABbIN Cnej, HO TYMaH He NbITascA aTakoBaTb CHOBA.

KTo-TO Kpuyan Ham B cnel, M MHe MOKa3asocb, YTO A CAblwana, Kak FeHpu 30BeT meHA Mo
nmeHn. Ho n3-3a 6bicTpo Hbtowteroca cepaua Bce 3Byku byaTo NOKpbiia neneHa. MHe Ka3anoco, YTo A
ympy. YTo Mmbl Bce ympeMm. ITa WTyKa morna youTtb 60oros. M Ha 3TOT pas, nocsie cmepTu He byaet
Huuero. Ecnum Tbl 6eccmepTHbIN.

A He bbina rotoBa ymepeTb. Hu ceiyac. H1 notom.

CnycTa, KaxeTca, Lenyo BeYHOCTb, Mbl AOCTUTAN ABepen, U A NPOTONKHYNA B HMX ABy. M3-3a
rO/IOBOKPYXKEHWMA, y¥Kaca U arOHMU, A CXBATUNACh 3@ PYYKY, YTOObI yaepKmnBaTb cebA B BEPTUKANbHOM
NONIOXKEHUU, U CMOTPENA, KaK Ha MPOTUBOMNOIOXKHOM KOHLe 3an1a bywyeT buTsa.

[BeHaguaTb 4neHOB Moel HOBOW cembu 6oponucb ¢ TymaHom, a [eHpu u [xenmc
6/10KMPOBANU LEHTPANbHbINA NPOXOA OT CUJIbl, KOTOPYIO A HE MOr/1a BUAETb. XOTA MOF/1a YyBCTBOBATb
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— ryboKO B KOCTAX U B KaXAOM HepBe cBoero Tesna. Yem 6bl 3TO HM 6bINO, Kaszanocb, YTO 3TO
MOLATHY/0 camy ocHOBY logzemMHOro mumpa.

KpoBb CTeKkana no paHeHOW pyKe [IKeWmca, KOraa OH M30 BCEX CWUA CTapanca ygeparb
MOHCTPa BTOPOWM, 340pOBON, PYKOW. PAAOM C HUM CcTOAN [eHpU — HenoKonebuma cuna, — A He
MOFf1a yUTH.

— bpaTbal — 3akpuyan leHpn. — Mo moeit KomaHge!

Tpoe 6paTbeB ABMHYNUCL K TYMaHy, a OCTa/ibHble NPOCAeA0BaM 33 HUMM, obpa3osas Nnogobue
TpeyronbHUKa. OT KaXKAoro U3 HUX Ucxogmuna Hemsmepmmas cuna. MNpoueccuto Bo3rnasaanm JunaH mn
pbikeBosiocana MpeH, HO UM He Jany BO3MOXKHOCTM aTaKoBaTb.

B mrHoBeHMe oka, MeHpU n ero 6patbcAa NogneTenn BBEPX W BbINPbITHYNM M3 OKHA, YHOCA C
coboi TymaH.

Mocne wyma Bceit 6GMTBbI, B MOMX YyLUAX 3a3Byyasna TULWIWMHA, M A, HAaKOHeL, No3Bo/snaa cebe
ynacTb Ha nos. BONbWMHCTBO OCTaBLIMXCA 4/IEHOB cOBeTa cobpanuncb BmecTe BO3ne TPOHOB, HO
[JKermMc 1 Mosi MaTb NOCMNELNAN K HAM.

Oxxenmc nepsbim gobpanca 40 MeHA, OH ynan B HECKO/IbKUX Larax, 4yTb MPOCKO/Nb3UB Ha
KoneHax. — OH Teba paHun, ga? Teo! — 3akpunyan OH, OrNAAbIBASCb Yepes NJIevYo, U A NOMOpPLLUAACH.

— OcTaHOBMCb, — CKas3asa A. — Tbl TOXKE paHeH.

— [a, HO pa3HunLa B TOM, YTO ecin A YMpy, TO FeHpU paspbiBaTb MUP Ha YacTU He cTaHeT. — OH
HepewunTeNbHO MOTAHY/ICA 340POBOM PYKOW K MOEMy KOJIeHY, He OCMEeNIMBAACb KOCHYTbCA. Al He
BMHWANA ero. 1o moen Hore cTekana KpoBb, cObMpancb Nyxuuern Ha nony. M Tenepb, Korga yrposa,
XOTb W BPEMEHHO, Mcyesna, KaxAablih Heps B Tene 6yaTo ropen B OrHe. fl HUKOrA4a B YKM3HWU He
McNbITblBaNa Takol 601K, gaxke Koraa Kannnona ybmuna meHa n 6pocmna Teno B pekxy.

Mama nogowna K Ham 1 cTana oCMaTpuBaTb MOU pPaHbl, HO HUYEro He CKasana. BmecTo atoro
OHA NMPOCKONb3HYNA 3@ MOEW CNUHOM M B3ANna ABY 33 IOKOTb. Tenepb, Koraa 6utea 3akoHUYMANACh, K
weKkam ABbl CHOBa BepHy/ICA Cnabblil pymaHeu, Mama nbiTasiacb yBecTM ee oTcoga, Ho ABa
OTKa3blBanacb ABUraTbCA.

— Tbl cNacna MeHs, — CKasasa OHa MHe, APOXKa, Kak byaTo wna 6ocnkom no cHery. — OH ybun
6bl meHsA, ecnn Bbl Tbl HE OTTONIKHY/1a MEHA B CTOPOHY.

— Hwnuero, — ckaszana a.— Tbl 6bl NOCTYyNMAA TaK XKe.

ABa monyana. Mama cHoBa NOTAHYNA ee B CTOPOHY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ABa ynasa paaoM CO MHOW,
HanpoTtus Jyenmca. — Tbl HE NOHMMaeLlb, — CKa3aaa OHa, LWMPOKO PAaCKpbIB CBOM ronybbie rnasa, u
CEepbe3HO MOCMOTPEB HA MeHA. — 3TO eANHCTBEHHOE, YTO CNOCOHHO YOUTL HAC, @ Tbl CNAcAa MeHS.

Cpean moen aroHMm pasbirpanocb NHOMNbLITCTBO, M A CKBO3b CXKaTtble rybel cnpocuna: —
Moyemy OH Hanan MMeHHO Ha Hac? [oyemy He Ha l'eHpwu, YonTtepa n Puanuna?

— MoTtomy yto 3to Kanamona nocnana Ero, — oreeTnn [}Kenmc, BCE elle CYeTACb M3-3a Moe
Horn. — Teo, Tbl HY}KEH el ceryac, a He Ha ceayloLwen Heagene, — CHOBA 3aKpMYan OH Yepes nJieyo.

Teo HanpasMACA K HaM MO NPOXOAY; €ro BbloWwMeca BONOCbl NafaAn eMy Ha rnasa. dn1a wna B
HOTy C HMM, HO ee B3rnAaf4 ynupanca B non, a 106 6bia cMAbHO HaxmypeH. fl BUAeNa ee B TaKOM
COCTOSIHMM TOJIbKO pas: Koraa npowabiMm PoxaectBom Ha Teo Hananu. bbino yxkacHo HabawoaaTh 3a
TeM, KaK Bcerga ysepeHHasa 311a BbIrnagmt cbuton ¢ Tonky. MeHs 3amyTuno.

— OH paHun ee, — cKasan [Kemmc, yKasbiBasa Ha MO0 HOry. Teo onyCcTuaCA Ha KONeHU pAaom
CO MHOWM W MOJIOXKWUA PYKM Ha MeCTO paHeHuA. [eHpW paHblue UCUenAan MeHs, U A Xpana, 4uTo
NMOYYBCTBYIO TO }Ke yTelunTenbHoe Tenso u ot Teo.

BmecTo 3TOro, No Hore NpoLIEeN OFHEHHbIM CBET, Bbi3biBaA NMyH6OKy0 U MyuuTenbHyto 6onb. Ee
MEeCTO 3aHA rOPAYNM XKap, U A CTaNA 3a4bIXaTbCA, AYMasA, YTO HOra CKOPO NpeBpaTuTCA B nenen. A He
pelanacb OTKPbITb IN1a3a, U Aaxe Koraa oH ybpan pyku, 601b BCE paBHO 4yBCTBOBANACh.

— loToBO, — CKaszano Teo. A ycablwana, Kak OH NOAHANCA HA HOTW. — Ho wpam He ybpaTb.
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CobpaB TO, YTO OCTaNOCb OT MOEW CMENOCTU, A MPUOTKPbIIA OA4MH [Na3, U B3LO0XHyNa C
obneryeHnem, Korga ysuaena, Yto Hora BCE elle HA MecTe, U MO BCEM MPWU3HAKaAM C HEW BCE B
nopagke. Ho Koraa A nonbiTafacb MOWeEBENUCb ManbLaMW HOF, OHa CHOBa Havana obxuratouie
6onetb.

— Ecnn paHa ucueneHa, To noyemy Hora ewe 60AMT? — cKasana A B NaHuke. Yto ecam 6onb
HUKOrga He ncyesHeT? Kak A 6yay »utb ¢ 3TUM? UcnbiTbiBan nv FeHpu To ke camoe? U ecnn ga,
TOrga Kak oH mor 6opoTbeA?

— [oTomy 4TO B MMpe HEeT CW/Ibl, KoTopasa yiMmeT 60/1b, KOrAa Ta He roToBa NOKMHYTb TENO, —
oTBeTMN Teo. — ITa paHa He 0bbl4HAA. BoNb NPOAANTCA elle HECKONBbKO AHen, noTomy YTo OH ewe
o4yeHb cn1ab. A go Tex nop A 6oablue HUYEM NMOMOYb HE CMOTY.

— OH? — fl OCTOPOKHO KOCHy/Nacb TOHKOM cepebpsHON NMHWUKM, KOoTopas Laa 4yepes Bce
KoneHo. — Bbl Ha3biBaeTe TymaH «OH»?

Teo KMBHYN B CTOPOHY Moel matepu. — Tbl B HAAEXHbIX pyKax. O6bAacHUTe el BCE. A Tenepb, €
BaLLEro No3BoONEHUA.

OH 0b6HAN Inny 33 TanMo M Hanpasuaca 06paTHO K rpynne OCTaBLUMXCA Y1eHOB coBeTa. Bce oHuM
CHOBaA CMAENN Ha CKaMbAX, U, CKIOHWUB FOI0BbI, YTO-TO 06CyXKaann mexay coboi. Korga Teo 1 dnna
npubansunnce, Aunnax, bbiBWINIA NapeHb ABbl U3 WKOJbI daema, NogHANCH, YTobbl 0cBO6OAUTL UM
mecTo. [laxke yepes OrpoOMHbI XONN A YyBCTBOBANa Ha cebe ero B3rnaa,

— Mama? — cKasana A, NoTMpPas KOJIEHO; OT 3TOrO Xy»Ke He cTaHeT. — O yem Bce roBopAT?

OHa npeanoXXuna mHe CBOK PyKy. A B3Ana ee, NOParKeHHas TeM, HACKONbKO CUIbHOW OHa
BbIFNA4e/1a NO CPaBHEHUIO C rogamu cnaboctu, M ¢ ycunmem BCTana. ABa BCE elle uennanacb 3a
MEeHS, MOKa MaMa Befla MeHsA K CKamelKke B BecTubtone. fl ctapanacb cebs ycnokouTb. HEBO3MOXKHO,
4yT06bI FEHPU UCMbITbIBaN NOA06HYO 60/b, U A 6blNa He B Kypce 06 3ToM. [JOMKHO ObITb, 3TO KaK-TO
CBA3AHO C TEM, YTO COBET HaZenun MeHa beccmepTvem BCEro Wb WeCTb MecAueB Hasad. Mau e
leHpy Bbln HEBOCNPUUMUMB K Bonn.

ABa cena pagom CO MHOM M B3ana 33 PyKy. [)KeWmcC ocCTanca CToaTb B ABEPHOM NpPoeme,
HebpeXKHO NMPUCNOHMBLLUCL K paMme. HoO MHe XBaTW/10 OAHOTO B3rNA4a Ha HEro, YTobbl yBUAETb CTPAX
noAa mackom 6espasnnuma. CHavyana d1na, Tenepb OH... YTO OBbl HM Nponcxoanno, gena bblan NAOXMK.

— Tbl NOMHULW b NPO TUTAHOB U3 YPOKOB € MpeH? — cnpocraa Mmama TakMM TUXMM FOJI0COM, YTO
OH BEPHY/ MeHA BO Bpems, NpoBeAeHHOe B OONbHWLE, KOTAa A HAKAOHAMACb K Hel, 4Tobbl
pa3obpaTb 6eccTpacTHbIN U CAOMEHHbINM LWENOT.

Al Nnokayana ronosoi. MipeH, NOXo¥Ke, Kacanacb TO/IbKO CaMbIX Ba*KHbIX MOMEHTOB BCeX MUGOB,
HO A eABa NM MOMHMNA BECb TOT 06beM MHPOPMALMM MO OKOHYAHMIO CBOEFO NEPBOrO 3K3aMeHa.
Torpa MHe 3TO Ka3a/10Cb HE BaXKHbIM.

— OHM bblnn TBOUMM poauTensmm? — cnpocuna a. Mos maTtb 6bln1a cecTpon Yontepa, HO He no
KPOBM, KaK OHM 6e3 yctann nwbunn nostopatb. CornacHo cnosam [eHpW, cembAa — 3TO
eaMHCTBEHHOe 6/11M3Koe onucaHuMe TOW CBA3M, KOTOPYID OHW Pasfaenann Mexay nLpyr Apyrom.
OpHako, 1 OHO clabo nepeaaBaso BCO CyTb.

— B HekoTOpbIM cmbicie, — OTBETU/Ia MaMa. 3aMeTMB HECKOJIbKO Kamneslb KPOBWM Ha PyKaBe,
OHA B3MaxHY/1a PyKOM, N OHWU ncye3nun. — TutaHbl HbinM NePBbIMM NPaBUTENAMM 3TOTO MuUpa. B utore
MM CTaNO CKYYHO, U OHM pewmnnn co3gatb Hac. Cnepsa Hac 6bi1o wectepo — A, Yontep, MeHpy,
dunnnn, Codpua un Kannnona.

— OHM 6bliv pabamu, — 3ameTun dxxenmc.

— Wrpywkamu, — nonpasuna mama. 1o Tomy, Kak OTKPbITO OHa roBopuaa o6 3Tom, A NOHANS,
YTO OHA pacCKasblBaeT 3Ty MUCTOpUIO He B nepBblii pa3. — MmeHHO TakoBo 6bi10 Hawe
npeaHasHavyeHue. PassnekaTb TutaHoB. OHM NtobUAM HAc, @ Mbl NOO6UAN MX. HO NOTOM OHM pewnnu,
YTO HacC y¥e HeAOCTaTO4YHO, M CO34a/M HOBYHO pacy, KOTOpasa, B OT/IMYME OT Hac, MOrna ymepeTb B
cnyyae 6opbbbl APYr C ApYrom.
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— OHM c0383/1 BOMHY.

lFonoc ABbl 3By4Yasn TaK TUXO M KPOTKO, YTO A AaXKe HEe NOBEPWU/A, YTO 3TO NPOU3HECNA MMEHHO
oHa. Ee ronybble rnasa ctanm KpacHbIMU, LWEKN Donblle He ropeny pymaHuem, a 60/1b Ha ee nuue
6blN1a HAaCTO/NIbKO OLYTUMOWM, YTO A eABa MOra rAAeTb Ha Hee.

— TwuTaHbl 3aCTaBnAAM NO4EN AenaTb NPOCTO YXKACHble BelW, paan pas3snedvyeHns. — ABa
BbITEPNA rnasa TblJIbHOW CTOPOHOMN NAaA0HM U WMbIFTHYNa HOcoM. — OHM oTpULaan 6a3oBble NpaBa U
cBoboapbl.

— Jlioan cTtanu congatamu, KOTopble WUAWM B OECKOHEYHbIX CpaXKeHUAX, — MNPOAOIKUA
Oxenmc. — OHM HAXO4MNUCb BO BNACTU TUTAHOB, HO B OT/IMYME OT WwecTn BpaTbes u cecTep...

— OHM 6b1n BeccnnbHbl OCTAHOBUTL MX. — Mos Mama cesia PAAOM CO MHOM U NONOXKUAA PYKY
nogepx moen. — To, 4TO NtOAN TBOPAT APYF C A4PYFOA — HUYTO, MO CPABHEHMUIO C TEM, YTO TBOPUAMN
TuTtaHbl. MbITKK Hag pasymom M Hag Tesiom. Hukakoi nomouwm. He 6bis10 1 ronoca, KoTopbin mor Obl
MOLLATHYTb CaMbIX MOTYLLECTBEHHbIX CO34aHNI BO BCE/IEHHOM.

— [oaTomy wecTepKa pewmnna BoccTaTb, — cKasana Aea. OHa cmoTpesna Ha MPOCTPAHCTBO
MeXAy HaMu, no-sMAMMOMY, M3y4vas BapxaTHylo MNogywKy Ha ckambe. Ho Tenepb B ee ronoce
C/NblWaNacb HOTKA yBepeHHOCTU: — OHM 06BEAMHUAUCD M UCNONb30BA/IM CUAbI, AAPOBAHHbIE MM
TutaHamu, 4TO6bI AaTb OTMOP.

— W mbl nobegmnnn. — Mama ynbibHynacb. OHa H6bl1a CaMbIM HEXKHbIM Ye/10BEKOM, KOTOPOTO £
3Ha/1a; OHA Aake He ybuBana NayKkos UM 3Mel, 3aN0N3al0WMX B ee cag,. Al He morna npeacTaBuTb ee,
CPa’kaloLyoca Ha BOMHE, YTO NpoL/ia HEM3BECTHO CKOJIbKO 3MOX Hasad, U OpyayA CUIOWN, KOTOPYHO
MHe He noHATb. — Camoli 6onbwolt cnaboctbio TUTaHOB Obisla UX BEPA B TO, YTO HMYTO B MUPE HE
CcnocobHo nx nobeanTb. OHU AarKe He AymMaan O TOM, YTO Mbl MOF/IM MbICAUTb. BO3MOXKHO, ecnn 6bl
OHM He C034a/N CMEPTHbIX N He Aanu HaM CNOCOBHOCTU ANA UX pa3BaedYeHUs, Mbl Bbl 40 CUX NOP
6blN Ha MX cTopoHe. Mx owmnbKa 3aKnoYanacb He B CO34aHMM HAC, @ B CO34aHUM YEro-To, YTO Mbl
MOF/IN 3aMLLATh.

OHa npoBena naabuamy NO MOMM BONOCAM, U 3TO OblN TAaKOM 3HAKOMbIN KecCT, YTO BCA mMoA
TpeBora cTasna ucyesaTb, CMEHUBLUUCb TEMNIOM, KOTOPOE Pas3/iioCb MO BCemMy Teay M pPacTonmio
neasiHOM cTpax.

— Mbl Tak MHOro pas NoYTU YTO BbiNM NobeXaeHbl, N TaK MHOIO pPas XOTeNM cAaTbCA, HO Ham
XBaTaNo OAHOM0 TONbKO BOCMOMWHAHMA O TOM, Ymo TuTaHbl genfann ¢ 6e33aWMUTHbIMU NH04bMU,
4yTOObl NPOAOMKUTE CBOE AeN0. [ToKa Mbl XKUIN, Mbl BOPOANCL NPOTUB BOMHbI.

A1, HAKOHeL, C NopPasnTeNbHOM ACHOCTbIO yBMuAaena 6anaHc mexagy 6oramm M cmepTHbIMKU: Born
OblNM TEMW, KOO CBA3bIBANA BOMHA, BbIMrpaHHaA WECTbo 6paTbAMM U cecTpaMmn 6Or BeCTb CKO/IbKO
NneT Hasag,. OHWU... Mbl BCE Te 3MOXW 3aBUCENN OT YeNOBEYECTBA B M1aHe BbIXKMBAHMA TaK XKe, Kak U
YyesIoBEYECTBO 3aBucesio oT Yontepa u gpyrux. Bot noyemy [Kemc Tak 60Ancs TOro AHA, Koraa
Ye/IOBEYECTBO YMPET, N HE OCTAHETCA HUKOr0, KPOME MEPTBbIX U TEX, KTO yNpaBaseT MMKU. Kak ToNbKo
noay 6onble He ByAyT HYXKAATbCA B HEM, OH UcYe3HeT. M He TO/IbKO OH, a BCe, Kpome MeHA U [eHpu.
Bes noaen 6orv 6bI1M HUYEM.

— BorT, KT0 370 6bIN? — cnpocuna. — TuUTaH...?

— Ero 30ByT KpoHoc, 1 oH Korga-to 6bin1 Koponem TutaHoB, — oTBeTM/1Ia Mama. — OH B cnAvke
C KOHU,A BOMHbI. 3anepT B TapTape. A 3a HUM, N APYTMMU 3aKNHOYEHHBIMU TUTaHamm, cneaunt Hukc.

ABa B34 pOrHy/ia, HO HMYEro He CKasana. Al 3aep3ana. — HMKC? — cnpocuna s, HEHaBUAA TO, KaK
Masnio 3Hana 06 atom. Mowu npowaorogHe ypoku 6bian HaueneHbl Ha U3ydyeHne rpedyecknx Mndos, a
He Ha UX UCTUHHOM Hacnegun. N HUKakoe KONMYEeCTBO 3aHATU HUKOT4a He CMOXKET KOMMNEHCUPOBATb
TOT QaKT, YTO A HE Nepexunna BCH UCTOPUIO, KaK OCTanbHble. Unu, No KpaliHen mepe, He Cablwana
NCTOPUMN B TEYEHUE TbICAYENETUN.

— OHa — /nyywan oxpaHa M3 BCEX CYLLECTBYIOWMX, — CKa3asa Mmama. — [eHpu npeanoxun
nepxate KpoHoca u gpyrux TuTaHOB, KOTOPble NPEACTaBAAAM OMNACHOCTb A/1A YEN0BEeYecTBa,
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3anepTbimn B loasemHOM mupe. ITO u3baBuno 6bl UX OT WUCKyWeHUa B Auue nogen. Ho mbl
NOHMMANM, YTO ecan Nno3BoNTb KpoHocy ObiTb B CO3HAHMWU, OH CMOMeT BblbpaTbca. [MoaTomy
0CTaBaNOCb /INWb OAHO pPeELeHne — AeprkaTb ero B BEYHbIX CHaX, YTO ABASAETCA cneuuanmnsaumnen
HuKc.

— Toraa Kak oH NpocHynca? — cnpocuna a. — Kak oH nogobpanca kK agsopuy?

[KerMc 3aCyHyn pyKM B KapmaHbl. — A 1 F'eHpu cumTaem, 4TO OH BOAPCTBYET yKe KaKoe-To
BPEeMS... M0 KpaMHen mepe HECKO/IbKO AeCcATUNEeTMI. BCé 3To Bpems OH cuaen Tuxo, Habupanca cun,
OZiHaKo HeT cnocoba NpoBepUTb, HACKO/IbKO OH NPOCHY/CA, HE PUCKYSA CBOEW KU3HbIO.

— TuTaHbl CO34aM HAac, — cKa3ana mama. — OHM Hac 1 nory6Ar.

06 aTom A xoTena AymaTb B NocneaHow ovyepeab. FeHpu ywen, 4Tobbl CHOBA CPa3UTLCA € 3TUM
MOHCTPOM, XOTA MOr OblTb paHeH. — Bbl 4O CMX NOpP HEe CKa3ann MHe OT Yero OH MPOCHyACA, —
HanoOMHMA A, N30 BCEX CMN CTAPaACh FOBOPUTb CNOKOMHbIM FO/10COM.

— Mbl He 3Haem, — cKasan Oxemc. — Mbl gymaem, 4To ero pasbygmna Kannuvona.

— Ho... — A Haxmypuaacb. — Tbl }Ke CKa3ana, YTO OH He CMUT y¥Ke LLeNyto BeYHOCTb.

— HeckonbKo aecatmneTnin, — Nonpasu OH.

A 3akatmna rnasa. To, 4YTO 6bINO UENON KU3HbK AnA GONbLWIMHCTBA CMEPTHbIX, Oblo
MrHOBEHMEM OKa As1a coBeTa. CKOpPO M ANa MeHs... ecnv KpoHOC He pelwnT pasgenatbca co MHOW. Ho
A0 Tex Nop, A MepPUNa }KN3Hb, Kak M paHble. LLlecTb mecALeB 3TO LWeCTb MecALEB, A He «B34PEMHYTb
YacoK— Apyrom».

— CywectByeT 60/blias BepPOATHOCTb TOro, 4Yto Kanamona cniaHuMpoBana 3TO 3apaHee U
Hayana NPMBOAUTb B *KU3Hb, Koraa MeHpK Jan NOHATb, YTO HUKOTAA He Pa3feniuT ee YyBCTB, — CKaszan
Oxxenmc. — Korga oH cTan NnpuBogUTbL AEBYLUEK B 4OM, 3HAKOMUTb C CEMbEN N TECTUPOBATb UX, HY...
— OH noxan nneyamn. — [1oMKHO 6bITb, 3TO ee cnomuno. HUMKTO, Kpome Kannumonbl He moxKeT
NoLIaTHYTb NpegaHHocTb HUKC nepea MeHpu, 1 ybeauTb ee pasbyantb KpoHoca.

Ewe oaHa Bellb CBOAMNA MEHA C YMaA: HAaCKOJIbKO e MOryL,ecTBeHHOM bblna 6orMHa, Kotopas
X0oTena Moel CMepTh. — ITO NPOCTO beccmbicanLa Kakaa-To. Ecn oHa nbiTanach 3alUTUTL NHOAEN,
TOrAa 3a4em en pUCKOBaTb TEM, YTO BCE BEPHETCA Ha KPYrn CBOSA, Kak bblo npu TuTaHax?

— Mbl He 3Haem, — oTBeTM/lIa mama. — Ecam 6bl 3HanM, To NonbiTannUcb 6bl BPAa3ymuUTb ee.
OpHaKo 3TO BCE paBHO He Aa/10 6bl HUKAKMX Pe3ynbTaToB.

— BO3MOMKHO, OHa 3aK/uMNa C HAM CAENKY, — cKasan [xelmc. — He 3Hato ¢ yero 6bl en
[0BEpPATb €ro c/IoBam, HO OHa BOCMPUHSAJIA TBOE peLleHMe A0BO/IbHO TAXKENO...

— OHa HeHaBMAUT Teba. — ABa CXKasla MO PYKy. — ITO TaKas HEHABWUCTb, KOTOpPasA 3aTmeBaeT
BCE; OHa HM nepea Yem He ocTaHoBUTCA. OcOBEeHHO He MMen BECKOW NPUUYUHDI.

MmeHHO 5 bbina ee uenbto, He ABa. fl coaporHyiacb, NoAyMaB, YTO MOr/10 6bl MPOU30UTH, ecnun
6bl A 3acTbiNa TOr4a Ha mecTe.

A 6bin nn Oxenmc npaB? Pa3se [eHpw pasopBan 6bl MUP HaA YacTu, ecan 6bl KpoHoc ybun
MeHs? A XxoTena BEpUTb, YTO 3TO TaK, M3-3a €ro YyBCTB KO MHE, HO MPOTUBHbLIA FON0C B rybuHe
CO3HAHWA FTOBOPWUJI, YTO €CIU A YMPY, EMY, BO3MOXKHO, NPUAETCA OTKa3aTbCA OT CBOEro MOJIOXKEHMUA
npasutena Mog3emMHOro MMpa U UCHE3HYTb, ECIM OH YXKe He ymep, nocienosas 3a KpoHocom. 3710 bbl
MEHS Pa303/no.

— [xenmc, — npoBopyana A. — [lorKanyicTta, caena 4To-TO CO CBOEN PYKOM, MOKa Tbl A0
CMEepPTHU HE UCTEK KPOBbIO.

B3rnaHyB Ha CBOKHO MNOpPBaHHYI KYpPTKY, KOTOpas Tenepb Oblfa NpPoONMTaHa KpPOBbHO, OH
HaxMypwWacaA, CIOBHO 3abblf1, YTO NOAYYMN paHeHue. Elle oaHO AOKA3aTeNbCTBO TOrO, YTO BCE B MO€eM
rosioBe: NOKa s MOMHWAA, YTO 3a paHeHWem cnegyeT 601b — A AeACTBUTENbHO ee YyBcTBoBana. — O,
BepHo. Torga nonay 3aMmycb 3TUM. Tbl B nopsagKe?
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Al KUBHyNa, a OH Konebanca, Npexae Yem nepeceyb BeCTUOIONb M NOLLENOBATb MEHS B WeKy. OH
He nonpouancs, 1 A 6blna 6GharogapHa 3a 3TOT HEOOIbLWIOKM 3HAK TOFO, YTO COBET He H0oACA, YTO MUP
BOT-BOT PyXHET.

— Moiaem, — cKasana moA Mama, NpPOTAHYB MHe pyKy. — Haingem tebe mecTteuko, rge Tbl
CMOXelb OTA0XHYTb.

Al xoTena 3anpoTtecTtoBaTb. Ecn FeHpU He MOr OTAOXHYTb, CpaXKanacb ¢ oAHUM u3 TUTAHOB, TO
Kak A cmena? Tem He mMeHee, A 3HaNa, YTO Jydlle C MaMoi He CnopuTb. YNPSAMCTBO — 3TO Yy Hac
cemeiHoe.

OHa u ABa noaaepuBanuM MeHA MOKa A, MPUXpPamMbiBas, WAa B cnanbHo. MHe 6biio
YHU3UTENIbHO YyBCTBOBATb 60/b, KOr4a paHa ucueneHa. M, Kazanocb, HUKTO 60/blue, KPOME MeHS, He
CTpagan ot TPaBM, Kyaa XyAwWwnx, Y4em Mou. fl NbiTanacb NATU CAMOCTOATE/IbHO U UITHOPUPOBATL 6OJb,
HO Ha CcaMOM Jene YyAanocb CAEeNaTb /IMWb HECKONbKO MYYMUTENbHbIX LWAros; A MNOCTOAHHO
OCTaHaB/IMBaNaCb M ONMPANacb Ha CTeHy. B KOHLLe KOHL,0B A c4anacb M NO3BOINAA MM NOMOYb.

KaK To/1IbKO A ycTpouaack B MOCTE/IM HA Kyde NoAYLUEK U LWesIKa, MaMa U3BMHUAACb M ywna. — A
6bl OCTaNacb, HO APYrve TOXKe HYKAAITCA BO MHE, — CKa3asla OHa U3BUHAOLWMMCA TOHOM.

— A noHuma, — ckasana f. Bcé, uto obecyxKaanm apyrme, HECOMHEHHO, b6b110 boJsiee BaXKHbIM
N NPOAYKTUBHbLIM, YEM NPOBOAMUTL BPEMA CO MHOW. fl xoTena, YTobbl OHA OCTanacb, HO OHAa 6blna He
TOJIbKO MOEN MaTepbio — Y HEE MMEeIUCb Kyda 6oblumne 06A3aHHOCTU, YEM CUAETb U AEpPrKaTb MeHs
3a PYKY, NOKa s paccTpoeHa.

MNoobewas el, 4To gam 3HaTb, EC/IM MHE YTO-TO NMOHAA06UTCSA, Mama Bbilla 33 ABEPb, OCTABMB
nocne cebs cnep 6ecnoKoicTBa, KOTOPOE HE MOr/a CKPbITb. MMEHHO 3TO, M3 nNpou3oleslero 3a
[AE€Hb, TPEBOXMNO MeHs 6osiblle BCero, NoKa He MPeBPaTMNOCL B TOLWHOTBOPHOE noeaatouiee
6ecnoKoicTBO.

— Bcé byaer xopowo, ga? — cnpocuaa A y ABbl, KOraa oHa ycenacb pAagom co MmHoi. [Moro
BCKOUYMN HA KPOBATb M YCTPOUACA MeXKAy HaMu. A cTana NeHWBO rNaguTb ero. XoTs Obl 3@ Hero He
HYHO 6eCcnoKouTbCA.

ABa oTBeTMNa He cpasy. A noBepHynacb K Hel, YTobbl NOBTOPUTL, M YBMAENA, YTO OHA CHOBA
naaver.

— He 3Hato, — npowenTtana oHa. — TaKoe NPOMCXOAMUT BrepBble. He Ba)KHO, CKO/bKO
CPa*KeHUM yrKe BblNo... OHM HUKOrA4a NpegHaMepPEHHO He NPUUYNHAAN Bpeaa HEBMHHbIM ntogam. Mbl
AOJ/KHbI 3alWMWaTh UX. M nepBaA wecTepka M BnpaBAy BbIMNOJHANAA 3Ty MWUCCUIO HEMPEKNOHHO,
NOHMMaewWwsb? BOT moyemy Mbl HMKOr4a Aaxe He 3aAyMblBaiMCb O TOM, YTO MMeHHOo Kannuona
ybusana Bcex gesywek FeHpu. MpocTo... OHa HUKOrAa HU4Yero nogobHoro He genana. HAKTO M3 HUX
He genan.

OHa nono)mia ronoBy MHE Ha Mn/aeyo, a A 3acTtaBuia cebsa NpornoTUTb KOMOK CTpaxa,
CAaBMBLUWIM ropao. ABa HyKaanacb B yTelweHn bonblue, Yem 1.

— OHM nNoMMYT 3TO, — CKasana f, XOTA He 3Hasa: npaBay rosopto, uam Het. — OHM Beab
cunbHble, Tak? CoBET, A MMeto B BUAY. A OHa — o4Ha, NPOTMB TPUHAALATM.

— Ho y Hee ecTb KpoHoc, — ¢bipkHyna ABa. — Korga oH BOCCTaHOBMTCS, Ham byaeT He nog,
cuny ero ogonetb. B nepBbii pa3 noTpeboBanach BCA WECTEPKA, M OHM BbIUFPanM BOMHY TOJIbKO M3-3a
3N1eMeHTa HeOXMAAHHOCTU. TUTaHbI HAKOTAa He ZymManu, 4To Te NorAayT NpoTme HUX. Ho celvac...

Ceityac KpoHoc 3Han, yero oXugatb, U B ero 3anace 6bin10 NoYTM BCe BPemMs CyLLecTBOBaHMA
YyenoseyecTBa, YTobbl Npuaymatb nnaH nobeapl. — Tenepb Bac cTano 6onblie, — CKasana s, pagu
ABbl COXpaHAA TOH ronoca poBHbIM. Korga oHa 6bl1a B TAaKOM COCTOAAHUKM, MHe Bblno nerye He AymaTb
0 CBOMX CTpaxax. — Bbl cMoKeTe BbIMrpaTb CHOBA.

ABa BbITepna cnesbl, a Koraa 6ecnomMolHO NOCMOTPeNa Ha MeHA, A YAUMBAEHO MOpPrHyna.
HecmoTps Ha pegKkve MUHYTbl COMHeHMI, ABa Bceraa 6blna UIPMBOM M ONTUMUCTUYHOWN AEBYLUKOM,
KOoTopasa BMAMT /INLWb Xopolwee, B KAKOM bbl YHbIHMKM HU NpubbiBana. OHa NpUHANA CBOK CMepTb B
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3aeme, BMeCTO TOro, YTobbl OMNMAaKMBATb YE/I0BEYECKYH KM3Hb, KaKoi Obl KOPOTKOM Ta HM bBblna.
[arke Koraa s HaNoXKWa Ha Hee CypoBOE HaKa3aHWe 3a Ty POJib, KOTOPYIO OHA Cbifpana B POKOBOM
naaHe, pe3yabTaTOM KOTOPOro cTana cmepTb KcaHaepa 1 Taxenbie TpaBmbl Teo, OHa He OTBEPHYNacb
oT MeHA. OHa BbITalMNa Moe TeNo M3 peKkn, Koraa Kannvona ybuna meHa, u npuHecna ero K FeHpw,
nosaras, YTo OH CMOXEeT CMacTM mMeHA. Asa 6blna Tol, KTO BEpUA B HEBO3MOMKHOE, a He A. U ecaun
celyac oHa noTepsAna BCAKYHO HAAEXKAY, TO KaK i MOrna NPoAo/IXKaTb HaaeATbcA?

— Tbl He NOHMMaeWwb, — MPOU3HEC/NAa OHa C/NIOMNEHHbIM ronocom. — B nepsbii pas
NOHaA06MANCb CUAbI BCEN LLIEeCTePKU. M HEBAXKHO CKOIbKO NOABMIOCH HOBbIX 60ros. Mbl, Bce BMecTe
B3ATble, He 0b6/1agaem TOM CUION, YTO MMEN OAUH U3 HUX. Ecan Kannnona He Ha Halwen CTOpOHe, TO
LLIAHCOB HeT.

Al otBena B3rnAg, 4TobbLl OHA He yBMAE/NA MOW TNa3a, KOTOpble HaNOMHANUCH Cae3aMu.
Mpourpblw 03Hayas paspylleHne BCEero B npeaenax v 3a npegenamm MOEro NoHMmaHua. B aydwem
cnyyae oH byaeT o3HayaTb nopabouleHne eHpu, Moer MaTepu U BCEX, KTO Ba*KeH A/1A MEHS; B
XyALWeM — Hally CMepTb.

CoBeT Npoxkunn becuymcneHHoe KOIMYeCTBO KU3HEN, HO MHe Obl1I0 BCEro MWb AeBATHAaAUAThb. A
XOTena OTMETUTb W ABaduaTuneTme.

%k %k %k

fl He NOMHMNA, KaK 3aCHyNa, HO, KOrAa OTKPbI/a r/1a3a, ABa y)Ke yLla, a Ha ee CMATOM NoAyLuKe
y»e xpanen lNoro. B3goxHyB, s ocmoTpena cebs, n obpagosanack, 4to 60/b XoTA H6bl YaCTUYHO yLUAA.
MepeaguraTbcs 66110 A0 CMX NOP NPO6AEMATUYHO, HO i TBEPAO PELIMAA TepneTb.

OpHaKo B Ty MUHYTY, KaK A cena, OT BHe3anHOM BCNblWwKM 6011 NOTEMHeNOo B r1asax, U cTana
6onetb ronosa. A 3acToHana W OTKMHyNacb Hasag; [oro Hayan 06nM3bIBaTb MOKO LLEKY, NMOKa A
MaccMpoBana BUCKK. MOX0rKe, YTo 3a Bpema cHa BcA 60/1b cobpanacb MMEHHO B ro/ioBe.

CnpaBa OT MEHS KTO-TO XMXMKHYA, U A pacnaxHyna rnasa, rnaga Ha BHeE3amnHo OKPYKMBLIKE
MEHS KaMeHHble cTeHbl. 1 bonblie He Oblna B cBOEM cnanbHe. BmecTo Hee A oKasanacb B neuiepe,
Y}Ke ABNABLUENCA MHe B BUAEHUM, B KOTOPOM [eHpU cparkanca ¢ TYMaHOM, U3BECTHbIM MHe Tenepb
Kak KpoHoc. Mepeso MHOM BO3BbIWANCL MAcCUBHble BOPOTA, BbITOYEHHbIE M3 CamMOW CKanbl. A
obepHynack, YTobbl HATU TOTO, KTO CMEACA, U BAPYF OKasanacb AMLOM K anuy ¢ Kanavonoit.

Al 3amepna. EN KaK-To yA4anocb NOXMTUTb MEHS, U A HUYEro He Moria NpeanpuHATbL 41a CBOewn
3awmTbl. Ecnm oHa 1 Bnpasay o6n1agana XoTb YacTbio TOM CUJ/bl, O KOTOPOM roBopuna Aea, To Moraa
6bl pa3opBaTb MEHA Hanonoaam OAHOMN NNLLb CUNOM MbICIN. l TOHMManNa, YTo HET CMbIC/1a HAAEATbCS
Ha cnaceHue.

K moemy m3ymneHuto, ee B3rnag Obln HaueneH Kyaa-ToO MMMO MEHS; OHa LarHyna Bnepea.
BmecTto TOro, 4tobbl HaTONKHYTLCA Ha MEHS, OHA MpoLia CKBO3b, Kak byaTo A 6Gblia BCEro Avb
NPU3pPaKoM.

Ha camom pgene meHAa 3a4ecb He 6bino. TOYHO TaK e, Kak M B BUMAEHUM NO npubbiTUio B
Mop3eMHbIn mmp. Kananona noHATMA He MMena, 4To A Habagana 3a NPOUCXOAALLUM.

Al nocnewwna Bcnep, 3a gesywKon. OHa ropaenveo Wwarana no newepe K HebonblwoW BNaguHe
B CTOpPOHe. Al 3aMeTuNa CTPaHHYK rpyay, Ha KOTOpyH He najan CBeT, UCXoZAWMW OT NOTOJIKa
newepbl. i Morna pasMynTb TONbKO TEHWU; HO Yem Bbl 3TO HM ObIN0, Kananona cHoBa 3axMXUKana.

— [nasam cBoum He Bepto. — OHa OCTaHOBMANACb B wWare oT AMbl. — Mwuanunapabl net
CTpaZaHuM, 1 3TO BCE, YTO NoTpeboBanoch?

Mow BHYTPEHHOCTW NpPeBPaTUINCL B Nes,. A He xoTena CMOTPETb TyAa, HO HOTU NMOBEAU MEHS
Bnepes, NoKa He yAanocb pa3rnageTb TpU Tena, CBA3aHHbIX LenaMKM U3 TyMaHa U KamHs.

CneBa 6bin Yontep. Ero ronoBa cknoHunacb Bnepea, a No LEeKe cTeKkana Kposb. Cnpasa —
®dunnun, Yen rnas paccekana ypoasMBan paHa, KOTOpas ChycKkanacb NO AvUy M Mcye3ana nog
pyballKkon.
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A nocepeanHe — eHpuW. baegHbIV U HENOABUXKHBIM, CNOBHO BblN yiKe MepTs.
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I'JIABA 5. BAPUAHTDI

Al noanetena K F'eHpu, 60ACb KOCHYTLCA €ro, HO U C/IMWKOM UCMyraHHas, YTobbl oTBEpPHYTbCA. A
OTYaAHHO MCKana XOTb KaKMe-TO NPU3HAKM }KU3HU Y Tpex bpaTbes, HO HUYEro He Haxoguna. Ux rpyab
He B34blManacb M He Nagana; s He BMAeNa NMPU3HAKOB My/bCa M Ha LWee — XOTA 3TU crnocobbl
npoBepKun 6osblie NOAXOANNM K CMEPTHbIM, YTO HE OTHOCMIOCb HU K FeHpU, HU K ero bpaTbam.

HakoHeu, leHpu OTKpbiA rnasa. B otamuum ot Kanaumonbl, ero B3rnag, Kasanocb, 6bin
COCPefloTOYEH Ha MHe, HO A He bblla B 3TOM yBepeHa. Bo Bpems nepBoro BUAEHUS OH MEHA He
3amMeTuN. XOTA C APYroi CTOPOHbI, TOrAa OH 6bl/l 3aHAT 6UTBO.

— Bcé xopowo, — npowenTana A, NbiTaacb B3ATb €ro 3a PyKy, HO MOW Na/blbl NPOXOAUN
CKBO3b ero naotb. — Bcé 6yaer xopowo. A obelato, 4TO caenato BCE BO3IMOXKHOe, UTobbl ¢ ToboM
HWYEro He CNy4Ynaoch.

OH Hec/bIWHO B340XHY/ M 3aKpbl/ [1a3a; BO MHE YTO-TO LWENKHYN0. Mor In OH CabiwaTb MeHs?
A noTaHynacb, 4TOBbl KOCHYTbCA €ro LWeEeKW, M OCTaHoBMAACb B AlMMe OT Hee. Tak A Morna
NPUTBOPATLCSA, YTO AENCTBUTENBHO Kacakoch ero.

— Orteu, — no3Bana Kannnona nosaau MeHs, u A oTNpsaHyna ot FeHpwu, 4Tobbl HabaoaaTh 3a
Hel. — [OTOB /N Tbl NOAYMHUTDL OCTaNbHbIX?

HW3KMIA pONoOT 3XOM pasHeccsa Mo neliepe, A3blKk KOTOPOro A NMOHATb He MOrAa, U Hebonblune
KaMHW, pacKMgaHHbIe Mo 3eM/ie, CTa/IM KaTUTbCA NPOYb OT BOPOT.

— [Mpowy mMeHA U3BMHUTb, — CKa3ana Kannuona, ee cnagKuii roI0COK COYMACA CapKasMOM. —
A aymana, 4To yxKe pasbyanna camoe MorylLecTBeHHOe co3aaHue Bo BceneHHol. Owmnbnace.

B mMrHoBeHue oKa MexAay peleTkaMu MPOCKO/Ib3HYA 3aBUTOK TymaHa, U Habpocuaca Ha Hee.
Kannvona ynana Hasag, a TymaH eZBa He yroaun B Hee, XOTA A NOA03PEBasna, YTO 3TO HUKAK He
CBA3aHO C ee CNoCOBHOCTbIO CaMO3aLLUTbI.

— Mpekpatn! — 3aKpuuyana JeBylWKa, 3anaHMKOBaB, M MEHSA 3aX/IECTHY/N0 YyBCTBO
yAoBneTBopeHus. — fl Hy>KHa Tebe, 1 Tbl 3TO 3HaeLb.

CHoBa 3a3By4Yan rpoxoT, u Kannvona BCKOYMAA Ha HOMM; BCE Cedbl ee ropaocTu ucyesnn. —
[a, Hy)XHa, — CKasana OHa, W HeyBEepPeHHOCTb B r0/JI0Ce TYT K& CMEHWNaCb HaAMEHHOCTbl. —
Bonblle HUKTO He XaxKaeT ocBoboauTb Tebs, U ecnv noTepsAellb MeHs, TO OCTaHelbCA B JIOBYLUKE
3TUX KNATbIX BOPOT A0 KOHL,A CBOMX AHel. Tak YTo Aenain, Kak A roBopto, Uam cuamn Tam. MHe nnesartb.

KoHeyHO e el He nnesaTb, M KpoHOC, AOMXKHO 6biTb, MOHMMAnN 3TO, MOTOMY UYTO
NPOM3BOAMMbIN UM LLIYM NOXoAUA Ha cmex. K Kanivone nogKkpasnca elle oguMH 3aBUTOK TyMaHa, Nnoka
He AO0CTUT PacCTOAHUA B Napy AOMMOB OT ee KoxKu. OHa cToAna M Aposkana, noka KpoHoc nackan ee
LLEKY.

Tak ke BbICTPO, Kak 1 NoABMACA, TYyMmaH ucyes. Kananona nobnegHena, U Ha MrHOBEHWE MHe
CTa/sio MOYTM Xanb ee. Ho NoTom A BCMOMHWAA, YTO FeHpu U ero 6paTbcsa cBA3aHHbI B HEBO/bLUOM
neliepe B HECKONIbKUX LArax oT Hac, W BCAKasA Kanas COUYBCTBUSA, KOTOPYHO A K HEel UCNbITbiBaNa, TyT
e mcnapunace.

MeHs npuBen B YyBCTBO TeNAbIA A3bIK MOro, AMXKyLWMIA Moe yxo. KaMHW nellepbl pacceanucsb,
CMEHMBLUUCb KPaCHbIMM CTEHaMW CMajbHW, W MEHA BbIBEPHYNO HaW3HAHKY, KOraa npuLIno
OCO3HaHMWe BCero BUAEHMUA.

— Mama! — 3aBonuna A, cbpacbiBaa ¢ ceba oaeana v CnpbirMBas C KPoBaTU. A C rPOXOTOM
NPU3eMINIACh Ha PYKM M KONEHW, U KaxKAbli AWM Tena CTan Kpu4yaTb B 3HAK NpPOTecTa, HO A
3acTaBuna ceba BcTaTh. Moro nobexkan 3a MHOM, HAaBOCTPMB YLK, Kaxapli war 6bi1 nogobHo yaapy
HOKa, Koraa s Bbibexkana 3a ABepb, YyTb HE CMOTKHYBLIUCH O NOAO/ CEPebPAHOro NaaThbA.

Al 6blNa Ha NOANYTU K TPOHHOMY 3a/y, KOrAa NoBepHY/a 33 Yron, U HaTKHy/acb Ha Mamy. Y:Ke
BO BTOPOM pa3 32 TaKOe Masioe KOIMYeCTBO BPEMEHM, i CHOBA OKa3asiacb Ha nosy.
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— KelT? — mama ynana pagom co MHOM Ha KONIEHU, ee PyKM 3amepaun, byaTo oHa Konebanace,
CTOUT I NPUKACATLCA KO MHE.

— A B nopAake, — 3aApiXxasacb, otBeTnna A. — Mam, leHpu n agpyrue... oHmn y Kanamonbl u
KpoHoca...

— Y710-4TO? — Mama nobneaHena. — Tbl YTO-TO BUAENA?

A KnBHyNa. BHe3anHO BCNOMHMAA BCE, YTO OHA pPacCKasbliBasia MHe O TUTAHAX, MU 3aKpy*KUnacb
ronosa. — OHM y Kanaunonbl, 1 A Aymato... — CN0Ba OTKAa3blBa/IMCb BbIXOAUTb, M KaK Obl 4acTo A HU
MOpPrana, rnasa HanoJHAAUCb CNe3aMMU.

BoT 1 BCcE. OHM He cmoryT nobeautb Kannnony n KpoHoca, n oHa ybbeT eHpu — 3TO Auub
BOMNpPOC BpemeHu. [poCcTo Yyao, YTO OHA He caenana 3Toro 40 CUX nop.

TUXMM M OTYAAAHHBIM FOIOCOM Al PACCKa3asia el BCe AeTasn CBOero BUAEHUA; A 3anMHaNacb m
3aroBapuBanacb, ot4yero 6bI10 CNOXKHO NPOAOANKATb FOBOPUTb. — Mam, — HaKOHeL, efnie CAbIWHO
Npou3Hec/a A, 0TY4asHHO HaZenACb, YTO OHa cnocobHa YTo-To NpeanpuHATb. Koraa s 6biia pebeHKkom,
TO BEpWUNa, YTO Mama cnocobHa Ha HeBO3MOXKHoe. Ceyac A 40 CMX MOP HE COMHEBANaCb B 3TOM, HO
roe-To B rnybuHe aywmn, oAHa ee ManeHbKaA 4acTb, CyL,ecTBOBAaHME KOTOPOM A He XxoTena
Npu3HaBaTb, rTOBOPMAA MHe, YTO MaMa He CMOXKET CMPaBUTbCA C TBOPUBLUMMCA BOKPYT XaOCOM. —
OHa no3BoanT KpoHocy youTb umx.

Ee Mo 0XKecTounnocb, U Ha OAMH YXKACHBIN MUT A yBUAENA CUNY, CKPbIBaBLUYOCA 32 A06pbiMK
rnasamm matepu n ee pymaHbIMM wekamn. — CoduAa, — nos3Bana OHa rOJIOCOM, KOTOPbIH
nepesepHyYN BCE MOU BHYTPEHHOCTH.

Yepes cekyHay Codpua okazanacb noasie matepu, 1, Kak U y Hee, C MLA XKeHLLMHbI UCYe3nn Bce
cnepbl MATKOCTU. A NOYYBCTBOBasA MUCXOAMBLUME OT HUX 06enx BOAHbI cuabl. Moa Mmama no ceBoew
npupoge 6bina cunoit. A ¢ Codumelr OHM cMoryT pas3opBaTb 3TOT MUP B KAouybA. B 3Tom s He
COMHeBanachb.

— WNpem, cectpa, — obpatnnace mama K Copumn. OHa B3rnaHYAa HA MEHSA, U HA MUT K ee Anuly
BEpPHY/lacb TO/IMKA YesnoBevyHOCTU. — [o3aboTbea o cebe, MMiasn, — Mama KOCHY/1aCb MOEN LeKn. A
B34porHyna. — M HageHb cauTep. A BEPHYCb, KaK TO/IbKO CMOTY.

Ha 3ToOM OHM B3A/INCb 32 PYKM M NOCMELLHO YAANANCL B HAKYAA, KaK caenanm o atoro NeHpu u
ero 6paTtba. M3 wecTepku ocTanch TONbKO ABa YENOBEKA, KOTOPbIEe 3HAAN, KaK 0401eTb KpoHoca.

MNMoyyBcTBOBaB cebs Kak HUKOrga OAWMHOKOM M OMNYCTOLWEHHOM, A cXana rybbl M noTtawmnacb
0bpaTHO B KOMHATY NepeoaeTbCA, 3a4aBasiCb BOMNPOCOM KOro elle 13 CBOEN CEMbM NOTEPAID A0 TOro,
KaK BC& KOHUMTCA.

* %k %k

TpoHHbIN 3an 6e3 l'eHpu U ero 6paTbes Kasanca nyctoim. OCTaBLIAACA YacTb COBeTa, cobpas Bce
CTYNbA MO ABOPLY, CMAENAN Y NOMOCTA B Kpyry. A pelwmna pasmectutbca Ha nyduKe, HANOMHUBLLEM
MHe O NnepexMTOM LecTb MecALEeB Has3ag, Koraa coseT pewan byay AvM A O4HOW M3 HUX. IDTOT MO
KpanHen mepe 6bl1 06MTbIM NPUATHOM TKAHbIO.

K ABYM TpOHam HUKTO He npubaukanca. MNpegnonaranocb, YTO OANH U3 HUX CTAHET MOWMM, HO
LepeMoHua He 3aBepwnnack. M aaxe ecam 6bl BCE NPOLUNO NO NAAHY, A HE XOTena Bocceaatb HA HEM
6e3 leHpu. A He HBblna roToBa NPaBUTb B OAMHOYKY — A aXKe nepecTasa BepuUTb, YTO BoobLLEe moraa
npasuTb. Tenepb, Koraa leHpu n ero 6patbeB He 6bIIO PAAOM, A He xOoTena AymaTtb, Yem 3TO
KOHYUMTCA [ONA ecTecTBEHHOro nopsfka Bewel B [oazemHom mupe. Oxupganu nuv Aywun B
npeaasepuun Aza A0 ero Bo3spaleHmA? A 4TO ecM OH BoobLLe HUKOr4a He BEpHeTCA?

Het. A He byay aymatb 06 stom. [lonkeH 6biTb Bbixoa — Kannuvone HyXHO YTO-TO, Kpome
BO3Me34uA.

MHoOI 0Bnageno y»xacHoe 4yBcTBO. Kpome Bo3me3sgmsa oHa xoTena Auvwb [eHpu... 1 moen
CMepTw.
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Ho 3To — He BbixoA,. HeT HUKaKoM rapaHTUK, YTo ecan A NPUAy K Hel 1 npeanoxy ceba youts,
TO BCE 3aKOHUYMTCA. KpoHOC 6bi1 MOryLLECTBEHHEE, YEM A AyMana, U MOe BUAEHME ACHO 43N0 NOHATb,
4TO, Kak 6bl Kananona HM NpUTBOPANACL, OHa HUYEro He KOHTPOAMpOBaa. He el pewatb, Koraa urpe
npuaeT KoHel,

— Y10 }Ke Ham genatb?

Ha moit Bonpoc oTBeTM1Ia MepTBas TULIMHA TPOHHOIO 3a/1a. YKe NpoLwao AeCcATb MUHYT, O4HAKO
HWUKTO He BbIMONBWUA U CNOBa, a A 6oMblle HEe MOrna CMAETb HA MecTe, NoKa MeHpU U Moen maTepu
yrpo’Kana onacHocTb.

— O uyem TbI? — cnpocuna dnna, Aenmslias HebonblwoON AuBaAHYMK ¢ Teo. OHM cuaenn B
06HMMKY, ByATO NPUHAB CaMyto eCTECTBEHHYIO Ana ceba no3sy. MHe cTano 3aBugHO, BeAb OHM Hblan
Apyry apyra.

— Kak Ham nomoub? Ecnim mama n Coduma He cmoryT 0cBoH6OAUTb MX, €CAU OHU... — Ecnm oHu
TOXe nonaayT B naeH. — Toraa 4To Ham aenatb?

3nna v Teo ob6MeHANNCb B3rNA4aMM, @ CUAEBLIAA PAAOM C HUMK NpeH B3A0XHYyNa. — Ecnv oHun
Y)Ke B NAEHyY, TO LUAHCOB HUKAKMX.

A moprHyna. Cepbe3Ho? — [lO0/IKHO e BbiTb YTO-TO, YTO Mbl MOXKeEM caenaTb. — A B3rnaHyna
Ha HMX B MOUCKE NOAAEPKKU, HO HUKTO He BCTPETUICA CO MHOM B3rnagom. arxke [xkemc. — Henb3a
e Ux ocTaBUTb Tam. Pa3Be 370 BbIxoA?

— Bcé octanbHoe byaet camoybuiictBom, — ¢ HacMmellKkol oteeTun AunaH. — Moka Tbl MUPHO
nocanbiBana, Mbl 064yMbIBaNIM KaxK bl BO3MOXHbIM nnaH. Ecan 6bl 3gecb 6binm AnaHa n Codusa, 1o
napa BapwaHTOB Hawnacb 6bl. Ho 6e3 HMX... ocTaeTcAa TONbKO XAaTb NOKa Kannuvona caenaet csou
cnepyowmi war. Ecam Tbl xo4yewb, YTOObl Mbl MOT/IM MPOTMBOCTOATb KpoHOCY, Korga oH BbibepeTtca
Hapy»Ky, TO HAM He/ib3A TPATUTb CUbl Ha BopbOY C HeN.

Koeda, a He ecs1u. — Ho gonkeH e bbiTb Bbixoa!

— OHM 3HaAW, Ha 4YTO WAM, — CKasana WMpeH. — OHM NpPeKpacHO 3HanM, 4YTO Halu
BO3MOYHOCTW M1 TaK OrpaHUYeHbl, HO BC& PaBHO BOCMO/1b30BA/IMCb LLIAHCOM W YLUAMW.

Al yamsunacb, ycnbllas HOTKY 60amn B ee ronoce. Heyxenm oHM cumTanu, 4yto mama u Codusa
6pocunm nx?

— XoT1a, — nobasmn Teo, — ecTb WAHC, YTO UM yAbIOHETCA yaaya.

— A ecnu Het? — cnpocuaa A. fl OTYaAHHO Hageanacb, YTO Mama BEPHETCA B LLeIOCTU U
COXpaHHOCTM 6e3 BMellaTeNbCTBAa COBETa, HO €CAM TPOE M3 LWEeCTU He CMOrAM MNPOTUBOCTOATb
Kannnone n KpoHocy, To n gsoe BpA4 N CMOTyT.

— Toraa ocTanoch aaTb MOMeHTa, Korga KpoHoc cbexknt, — oteetnn AunaH. — Kak To/bKO
3TO NPOM3OMAET, OH PAa30PBET MUP Ha YACTWU, YHUUTOXKUT YE/IOBEYECTBO, @ €C/IM HaM NOBE3eT, TO Hac
XAET 6bICTPaA CMepPTb.

Kasanocb, 4To B KOMHaTe MNOXONOAENO rpagycoB Ha ABaguaTtb. — WM Bbl AarKe He XoTuTe
NoMbITaTbCA YTO-TO NPEANPUHATL? — OLEeNIOMIEHHO cnpocuaa A. — byaeTe 1 ganblue NPOCUMKMBATD
LWTAHMLIKK, BeZb OH BCE paBHO ybbeT Bac?

— HeTt, — pe3ko oTBeTM/a Inna, NocMoTpeB Ha [unaHa. — Ecanm mbl HuMyero He byaem
npeanpUHMMaTh, TO eCTb BEPOATHOCTb, YTO OH HAC He TPOHET.

— A NpaBMAbHO MOHANA, YTO, 3aMMEB LLAHC HA CNaceHue, Bbl FOTOBbI NOTEPATb €4UHCTBEHHYIO
BO3MOXHOCTb YHUYTOXMTb KpOHOCa M TEM CaMbIM CNACTU MUAINAPAbI KU3HEN? ITO YTO, WyTKa?

Mosucna rpob6oBas TULWLMHA. KOHEYHO ke He WwyTKa. OHW roBopuan cepbesHo. fl Aarke He 3Hana,
YTO CKasaTb. ITU NOAMN He OblIN NOXOXKM Ha Tex, KOro A BCTpeTuaa B dgeme. OHM cTanm Tpycamu. Um
6blN10 nNneBaTb, 4YTO CamMoOe MOTyLEeCTBEHHOE CO34aHMe MNAaHEeTbl MOF/0  YHUYTOXWUTb BCE
yenoseyecTBO. OHU Ke A0/IKHbI 3aLMLLATL MX... @ HE CUAETb U KAaTb, NOKa KpoHoC BCcex noybuBaer.
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Al cKana pykM B KynakM. — Bbl MeHA wWwecTb MecALeB TecTMpoBanau, 4tobbl ybeanTtbea
AOCTAaTOYHO /1IN A Xopowa, 4Tobbl 6bITb O4HOM M3 Bac. Bbl npoBepsann meHA Ha gobpoaetens, Ha cuay
“ Ha 6eckopbicTe. A Tenepb AaxKe He XOTUTE NOMOYb CMACTU CBOK COBCTBEHHYIO CEMbiO?

YacTb MeHA NOHMManNa, Yto, AOJ/IKHO ObITb, CTONKHYTBCA /IMLLOM K ULy CO CMepTblo — 3TO
Y*aCHO, 0COBEHHO €CNM Tbl MPOXKMUA MHOMECTBO 3MOX U AyMas, YTO HUKOrAa He ympelwb. Mnm Koraa
HaZeANcs, YTo B C/ly4ae MCYE3HOBEHWA, BCE nponaetr mupHO u 6e3 6oan. CmepTb bblna yvacTbio
4e/I0BEYECKOM XU3HK, U A NOKA He 3abbina ee BKyC. A OHM HUKOTAa M He 3Hanu ero. OQHAKO, 3TO He
onpasaaHue.

— [la)ke ecnn Tbl 4OCTAaTOMHO XOPOLLa, YTObbl 6bITb Cpean Hac, 3TO He O3HAYaeT, YTO OCTa/IbHble
Takue e, — ABa nocmoTpena Ha [unaHa, M TOT NOEXUACA. — 3Haellb, Mbl HMKOrga He Obiau
AobponopAagodHbiMmM 6oramm. Mbl NpocTo nydwe ymeem ObiTb CBATOWAMMW, YeM Tbl, KOrga 4eno
KacaeTcsa COOCTBEHHbIX HY»KA,. VN HEKOTOpPbIE BbINOHAKOT CBOKO aKTEPCKYIO POJb NlyyLle OCTa/bHbIX.

fl pe3Ko BCTana, a OT 3BYKA CKpexeTa BaHKeTKM 0 Non no Koxe npobexkann mypawku. — MHe
naesaTb, YTO Bbl Tam cebe AymaeTte, HO A cobupatocb HauTM nx. CnaeTb Ha 3aJHULLAX UM MOMOYb
MHe — pewaTb BaM. MHe He BaxKHO. A npegnouTy, YTobbl MEHA PA30PBANN B KAOYbA, YEM XKUTb C
BMHOW, YTO MOr/1a YTO-TO CAeNaTb, U He caenana.

fl He xoTena ymupaTtb, U B N4ealbHOM MUpPe TOXKe HUKTO He XoTen. Ho Aeno B TOm, YTO Mbl He
UMM B NAEANbHOM MUPE, @ OHM He BblIN NINWEHHBbIMM HELOCTAaTKOB CO34aHNAMM. A TOXKe rnynuna,
4yTo Bpocanacb 04epTA roNOBY, HE MMeA MAHA UK [aXKe HAMEKa Ha NpaBW/bHOE HanpaB/ieHue, HO
3TO NlydLUE, YEM CNOXKUTb PYKM M CXOAMUTb C YMaA B OXKUAAHMUM TOTO, YTO MOXKET U HE CYYUTbCA.

Al pasBepHynacb M Nowaa No NpPoxoay, UrHopmpysa 6onb B Hore. Ycnes caenaTb TPW wara, A
ycnblwana ronoc MpeH, axom oTaaBLIMACA B 3ane:

— Mopoxam!

fl ocTaHOBMAACh M PA3BEPHYNACh K HAM, CKPECTUB PYKU HA rpyau. — A He N03BOJIKO OTrOBOPUTL
ceba. 1 He xouy ymupaTb, M Bawen CMepPTU A TOXKE He XO4vy, HO CUAETb M KAaTb, NOKa KpoHoc
NPeBpPaTUT HAac B MACO Ha Bapbekio, Aeny He NOMOXKET.

— Mbl He bygem Tebs ocTaHaBAMBaTb, — CKas3an [wunaH, u ABa 3blpKHy/Aa Ha Hero. OH
NPULLYPUACA, PacnpaBua Naeyun, Ho HonbLle HUYEro He cKasan.

NpeH npoynctmna ropno. — Mot goporoit 6paT XoTen Anib CKa3aTtb, YTO, XOTA Mbl 6ecnosiesHbl
B NNoa3eMHOM muUpe, eCTb KOe-YTO, YTO Mbl MOXKEM CAeNaTb 3a ero npeaenamu.

— Hanpumep? — c onackoi cnpocuia A, Hagenacb, YTO OHU He COBMpPatoTCA HANTU MECTEYKO,
roe 6bl cnpAaTaTbCA.

— [ocTaBUTb NOBYLWKY, — OTBETUN HWKonac — BbICOKUIA BGAOHAWH, KOTOPbIA Obll MoOUM
TenoxpaHutenem B geme. OH peaKo pasroBapuBa, NO3TOMY MHE NPULLIOCb OCMOTPETb BECb COBET,
4yTobbl NOHATb, 4YTO 3TO Obln OH. — ECTb /Wb HECKONbKO BbIXOAOB, KOTOPbIMW MOXKET
BOCNONb30BaTbcA KpoHoc, ecnun FeHpu... — OH caenan naysy, U A NOHANA, YTO OH XOTeN CKasaTb. Ecnm
FeHpu He BbIXKUBET. — Ec/in TeHpM He CMOXKeT yaepKaTb ero B [logzemHom mupe, — 3aKOHUYUA OH. —
OH MOXKeT noAcKasaTb Ham MNpeanonoXKUTeNbHbIM NyTb KpoHoca. A Mbl MOCTaBMM Tam JIOBYLLKY,
KOTOpas yAep»KUT ero 40 Nopbl A0 BpEMEHM, NOKa He NPUAYMaeM NaH.

— CnepBa emMy NpuUAaETCA OTKPbITb BpaTa, €C/IN XO4eT BblbpaTbCA HAPYKY, — 3ameTun OunaH. —
He aymato, 4to aTo cayuumtca.

B noncKkax 06bACHEeHWI A B3rNAHYAA Ha JKelmca, HO OH Bbln CAULLIKOM 3aHAT pasriagblBaHUEM
CBOMX pPyK. — Y70 Tbl MMeelwb B BUAY? OH pa3Be ele He Bbibpanca?

OHM BCe NOCMOTpPENN Ha MeHA Tak, byATo A cnpawmneana noyemy Aga NAKC ABa PAaBHO YeTbIpe,
M WEeKM 3anblnanu.

— KpoHoc ewe 3a BpaTamn, — cKasana NpeH. — MNoka oH 604pCTBYET, TO MOXKET AOCTUTHYTb
yronkos [loA3eMHOro mMupa, O KOTOpbIX BOMbLIMHCTBO M3 HAC AarKe He 3HaeT. BoT moyemy ero
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ycbinunu. To, 4To Tbl BUAENa paHee, 6b1710 NLWb KPOLIEYHOM YacTblo €ro NosHOM CUAbI, U, €CN OH
c6eXXunT no-Hactosawemy — 6eapl He MMHOBATb.

Bca KpoBb 0T/IMAA OT L. — ITO... 3TO Obla N YacTb?

— Kak TBOW MM3MHUYMK, — CKasan [unaH, HarnsagHo wesens nanbuamuv. — Tenepb NOHANA,
noyemMy HUKTO He Xo4yeT 6opoTbCA C HUM?

[a, noHana. Bo pTy nepecoxno. — 370 BCE paBHO HUYEro He MeHsAeT.

— [a, He meHAaeT, — cKasana MpeH. — KaK To/IbKO Mbl y3HaeM BO3MOKHbIM NyTb ero nobera, To
HauYHeMm TPYAMTbCA HaZ NOBYLUKOWN.

— 3aHMMmanTecb 3TMM CamMKn, — Yrpomo npousHec AunaH. — fA He cobupatocb B 3TOM
y4acTBOBaTb. f 1106110 XOpOoLUYyto B3OYUKY, HO HE BOMHIO.

— Het yXK, Tbl nomoxewb Ham. [arke ecnM mHe npuaerca nputaHyTb Teba 3a ywwn, —
orpbi3Hynacb NpeH.

— W Kak Tebe 3710 ygactca? — napupoBasl NapeHb.

Ee rnasa 3abnecrenn. — Mory npogeMoHCTPMPOBaTh.

[OnnaH pa3osnnscs, y HEro YyTb M He nap u3 ywen wen. — Maesatb. Mo KpaHel mepe 3To He
HACKONbKO TYNo, Kak becuenbHO bpoanTtb no MNoazemHoMmy mupy.

— [a, cnacnbo 3a yTouyHeHne, — orpbi3Hynack A. — A BCE paBHO Nonpobyto, n TBOE KO3/MHOe
noseseHMe MeHA He OCTaHOBMT.

fl HanpaBWANacb K BbIXOAY, M HA 3TOT Pa3 HUKTO MEHA He OCTAHOBM/. Yem adanblie OT HUX A
yxoguna, Tem 6onblue 4yBCTBOBANa ro/JIOBOKPYKeHWe. BO3MOXKHO, 4TO 3TO 6blna Hawa nocnegHan
BCTpeya. K Tomy BpemeHu, Kak A Hahdy MecTo 3aTodeHua KpoHoca, MOXKeT ObiTb yXKe C/AULIKOM
NO34HO... MPU YCA0BUK, YTO A BoObLLE ero Hangy. Bce, KOro s 3Hat, MOryT ymepeTb, a A BCKO CBOIO
BEYHOCTb byay 6poaunTb no MNoagzemMHOMY MUPY B MOUCKAX TOrO, YTO YrKe AABHO He CyLLecTByeT.

[Job6paBwncb g0 BecTMbloNs, A PyXHyna Ha NaBKYy M OMyCTWM/A FOIOBY meXay KoseH. Henb3n
3TOro gonycTntb. Mup pywmnncs, U KTO-TO AOJIKEH HAUTM Yya0, KOTOPOe ero cnaceT, 04HaKo 3To byay
He A. [MnaH bbln NpaB... A AaXKe He 3HaNa, Kyga MHe MATU, He TOBOPSA YXKe 0 TOM, YTo byay Aenatb,
Korga Tyaa aobepycb. Ho pa3Be y meHs bbla gpyroi Bbibop? MPUMMKHYTb K OCTaBLUeica YacTn coBeTa
M ¥AaTb, NOKa Hac Bcex yobtoT? OT MeHs He 6bl/10 MOMOLLM B YCTAHOBKE JIOBYLIKKU. fl gaxke He morna
KOHTPO/IMPOBaTb CBOM BUAEHMA, U HE 3HANA Pa3MaXxX CBOEM CUbI.

fl HIYEeM He mor/la MOMOYb, M OCTAaBaNOCh TO/IbKO MO3BO/IMTb OCTa/IbHbIM BbICTOSITb 3Ty OUTBY.
Bo3MOKHO, 3TO He 6bl/I0 NOIHOCTbIO MOEN BUHOM, HO MUMEHHO A AoBena Kannvony oo npegena, a A
He NPWBbIK/IA NO3BOATbL APYIMM UCNPABAATbL CBOM OLIMOKM, NOKa cama byay cToATb M HabaoaaTthb 3a
3TUM. be3 wecTepku garke rayno MonuTbca o nobeae, HO Tak Kak HUKTO 6o/blle He 3aXoTen UCKaTb
MX, 3TO OCTaBa/NIOCb MHE.

Cnyumnocb 6bl 370, ecnm 6bl 8 npossuaa K Kannvone 6Gonbwe cocTpaganua? Ecam 6Gbl
nossonuna e Bnaetb FeHpy BCE OCTaBlUeecAa Bpems ee cyuiecTtBoBaHMA? ocTynuna Obl OHa M B
TAKOM C/ly4ae no-ceoemy?

becnonesHo urpatb B «ecamn 6ol ga Kabbi». Ecnm 6bl BbiMrpana apyras aesywkKa, Kannvona
caenana b6bl TO e camoe. bbio 6eccmblCNeHHbIM NbITAaTbCA NOAPYXKUTbCA € Hel, Beab Kannmona
HeHaBMAenNa MeHs C caMoro Havana. fl foBena ee g0 6e10ro KaneHus, Ho He A ocBoboauna KpoHoca.

[arke oco3HaBan 3TO, A BCE paBHO YyBCTBOBA/1a BMHY.

M3 3ana noCAbIWanAUCh YbM-TO LWIArK, a CEKYHAOM MO3)Ke OTKPbIAMCb aABepu. 1 He noaHana
B3rnaga. MHe nnesatb, 6bin M 310 [)KeMmc, YTOObl CKa3aTb MHe, YTO A COBepLlana OrPOMHYHO
OWNOKY, Mnn ABa, 4yTobbl yoeauTb He TPATUTb CBOKO XM3Hb Paau 3Toro gena. A caenato 3aayMaHHoOeE B
HE3aBMCUMMOCTM OT UX XKeNaHUN.

KTo-TO cen pagom co MHOM U HEXXHO MOMIOXKWUA PYKY Ha CAMHY. i NOHANA, YTO 3TO Oblna ABa. —
Tbl B nopsake? — MAFKO cnpocuna oHa. fl BbINpAMMAACL M 3a)KMypwuaa rnasa, 4tobbl He AaTb
pa3bIrpaTbCA roNI0OBHOM 6o,
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— Ara, BCé 0TAMYHO, — Bblgasuaa A. Ee pyKa 3amepna, u A B340xHya. — [pocTy, 1A...

— Tbl NPOCTO y3Hana, YTo MUpP, CKOpPEee BCEro, CKOPO paspylimTca, u Tebe Hy)KHA MUHYTKA
NMOPa3MbICIUTb, — 3aKOHYMAa ABa, M A KuMBHyna. Kasanocb, 4to et 6bIIO flerye CMUPUTLCA C
NPOUCXOAALLMM, HO OHa MpoBena C coBeTom 6onblie BpemeHW, yem A. EM xBaTuno BpemeHu
OCMbIC/IUTb NpoMcxoaAaLlee.

— A ecnu bbl BCE 6b110 MHAYe? Ecnv 6bl A HE NPOLINA UCTbITAHUA...

— OHa 6bl BCE paBHO 3TO caenana.

Al oTKpbINA rnasa u ysuaena, 4to [Ixemmc NpUCNOHUACA K cTeHe. OH 3aCyHYN PYKU B KapMaHbl
AXXMHCOB, a Ha ronose TBopuaca becnopagok. Mou naeyn MOHWKAM, KOrga OH O3BYYWM MbIC/b,
KPYTUBLUYIOCA Y MeHs B ronose. fl cnerka ynblbHynacob.

A oH HeT. — Kanaunona yxe gasHO nNpogymbiBana 3ToT naaH. Ecam oHa pa3byauna KpoHoca, ee
Y)Ke HMYTO He OCTaHOBUT. OHa Xo4yeT TBoelr cmepTu. XoueT, 4Tobbl Mmbl Bce ymepan. OHa nepecTtana
MbIC/IUTb PALMOHANBLHO eLle 3340170 40 TBOErO POXKAEHWUA, U CKOJIbKO Obl Tbl ce6A HM BUHWAA, 3TO He
N3MEHUTCA.

Cepaue yxHyno B NATKWM. BOT OHO... B KOHEYHOM cYeTe MHe MpPUWANOCL 6bl OTAATb el CBOK
M3Hb B HE3aBUCMMOCTM OT KOHLUOBKM. Ecnm coseT 6bin npas, ecam Kanamona u KpoHoc
AeNCcTBUTENbHO Bblnn HenobeaMmbl, eCn Mbl BCE B 1I0OOM C/ly4ae yMpeEM...

Al He xoTena aToro. Ka)kaaAa KNeTouyKa MOero Tesia NpoTecToBasia NPOTMB TAaKOro Mcxoaa, U
noacTynana TOWHOTA, KOraa A Aymana o Tom, 4to Kananona moxkeT caenaTb cO MHOW. Ho yto ecam
3TO eANHCTBEHHOE pelleHne? YTo ecnm 3To eguMHCTBEHHbIM cnocob ybeantb ee NOMoYb Ham 040/N€eTb
KpoHoca? Ecnm oHa m Bnpasay 6oponacb NpoTuB TUTAHOB Ha BOWHE, TO B HEN [0MXHA OCTaTbCA Ta
4acTb, KOTOPas 40 cnx Nop 3aboTuTca o bnare Bcero YenoBeyecTsa B yLLepb cBOEMy CyLLLECTBOBAHMIO.
B HE3aBMCMMOCTM OT TOrO, KAKOM PACCTPOEHHOM M YHUXKEHHOW OHA bblna, BOSMOXKHO MOENM ronoBbl
Ha 6atoaue byaeT AOCTaTOYHO, YTOOLI OHA Nepeaymana.

3TO TONbKO B KpanHeMm cay4vae, nogymana f.

Ecan notpebyetca oTAaTb CBOKO COOCTBEHHYK KM3Hb pPagM TOro, YTOObl MONOXKUTL 3TOMY
KoHel,... B mbicnax 6b110 NOCTYNUTb 3rOUCTUYHO W XWUTb, HO A He XOTesa CTOATb B CTOPOHE U
HabnoaaTb 3a cMepTbio CBOMX B1M3KMX. Al HEe 3HANa KaKOM BapMaAHT Kasanca 6onee aroucTUYHbIM, HO
€C/I B MOWX CUNAxX OCTAaHOBUTb Mpoucxogdllee, TO A CAeNa 3TO, HECMOTPA Ha Apyrve CBOWU
)enaHua.

A B ntobom cnyyae AonKHa cnepsa HalTW aeBylwKy. — Kak mHe gobpatbca Tyaa, rae cenyac
Kannunona n KpoHoc? fl 3Hato, Bbl He XOTUTe, 4TObbI A WAa, HO...

— Tbl NONAewWwb AarKe ecnm Mbl He paccKakem, — oTBeTua [)Kermc. — A He 3Hato, rae OHMW...
4yecTHo. HUKTO He 3HaeT. Ctapwwue cobpatba ybeamnncb, YTo A He CMOry HahTu 3To mecto. OHu
CKpbIAKX €ro nNo o4eBnAHbIM NpuumHam. O4HaKo ecTb YenoBek, KOTOpbIM 3HaeT... — OH 3amonyan.

— Kro? — cnpocuna a. — [Mpouwy, OxKelmc, MHe nnesBaTb, YmMo NpuaeTca caenatb. Ecau
noHazobutca, To 6yay 6poamTeb No Bcemy MNoagzemHomy mupy.

— [1a, A 3Hal0, — CKasan OH C HaTAHYTOM yAbIbKoM. — ITo MHe B Tebe n Hpasutca. Ho, KeuT, Tbl
AOJ/IKHA NOHATD...

— fl NOHMMaIO TONBKO TO, YTO €CAN HMKTO He nonbiTaeTcAa octaHoBuUTb Kanamony u KpoHoca, 1o
OHM PaA3opPBYT MMP HaA YacTu, U BCe YMPYT, — OTBeTUANA A. — MHe nnesaTb, Ymo npugetca caenatb. A
roToBa.

[xxenmc B3g0XHYN. — EQMHCTBEHHbIM YeNOBeK, KTO 3HaeT, rae HaxogAartca BpaTa... — OH caenan
naysy. — 370 lNepcedoHa.
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I'/IABA 6. OTHEHHOE O3EPO

MNepcedoHa. KoHeuHo xe. M3 Bcex cywectByowmnx 60ros M Kaxaoro, 4Yba Hora cTynana Ha
noysy [Mog3emMHOro mmpa, MUMeHHO OHa...

Al noTepna NoTHble nafoHM 0 beapa, U BNepBble BO3XKeNaNa HUKOrAa He cablwaTb 06 daeme.
MycTb MOA }KM3Hb MOXET BbITb paspyLleHa, @ MamMa MepTBa, HO A XOTA Bbl cnacy MUAANAPAbI *KU3HEN,
€C/I1 NepecTynto Yepes CBOK FOPAOCTb M HAaNAy eAMHCTBEHHOTO YeI0BEKa, KOToporo 6onblie Bcero
He XxoTena BCTpeyaTb. YenoBeKa, KOTOPOro A0 CUX MOP N0OUT MOM My3K.

Moto cecTpy.

— A HMKOro gpyroro HeT? — npoxpunena 1.

— Tonbko leHpu, — oTBeTMA dxkelmc. — Ho ceityac OH cnerka 3aHsT.

Al 3bIpKHYNa Ha Hero. — W yTo ganbwe? MHe Hy)XXHO BbiCheguTb ee cpegy MUAJIMOHOB AyLw?

— Mwunnunapgos, — nonpasun [xeimc. — Tam mx 6onblue CTa MUANMAPAOB Ceiyvac, HaBeEPHOE.
A He cunTan.

— To ecTb MHe Hy»XHO Hantu lMNepcedoHy cpeam MUANMApAOB Ayw? — NoAbITOXMAA A. — U
CKONIbKO BPEMEHM 3TO 3ameT?

— CTONbKO, CKONbKO noTpebyeTcsa. HalMTn uronky B CTore ceHa Ha CamoM Aene NIerko, ecau y
TebA ecTb BpemMs pas3bupaTb CEHO MO YacTam.

— Ho y Hac HeT 3TOro BpemeHu.

[KenMMc OTTONIKHYNCA OT CTEHbl U NoAOoLWeN K Ham. — Torga Xxopowo, YTo y Tebs ecTb A.

A HegoymeBaltolLle NOCMOTpPeNa Ha Hero. — B cmbicne?

— OH nonaet c Toboli, — cKasana Asa. — Kak u 1.

HecmoTps Ha BHELWHIOK XpabpocTb, ee ronoc ApoXKan. — Tbl HEe JONXKHA, — CKazana A. — U Tbl
Toxe, kenmc. A 6narogapHa Bam, HO Bbl CAblWanuM, YTO CKasanu gpyrve. LUaHcbl BbIbGpaTbCca
XKMBbBIMMU...

— MoBbicATcA, ecnun 8 nonay ¢ Tobon, — 3akoHUMN [xelmc. — TONbKO 5. Y Hac HET BPEeMEHMU
CcnopuTb.

— fl Toxe noiay, — TBepA0 3aaBuna Aga. — Tpoe nyyuwe AByx. A BCE paBHO 34ecb becnosesHa.
Al He CMbICNIO B TAaKTUKAX UM YEM OHU TaMm eLLe 3aHMMatoTCA.

xelmc cmepun ee B3rALOM, @ OHA B OTBET pacnpaBuna naeyn, 6yato roeopsa: «Monpobyii
BO3pasu». — Tbl e NOHMMAEeLb, YTO 3TO NAoXaa uAaea, — CKasan oH. — Hawa uenb — ybeantb
MepcedoHy nomoyb. TBoe npucyTcTBme ByaeT NUWHUM.

ABa ¢bIpKHYAa. K ee WweKkam BepHyAca NerkMn pymsaHel. — A TBoe pa3Be HeT? He TpaTb cunbl
3pA, A BCE pPaBHO MoMAy, Xoyewb Tbl TOrO UAM HeT. Mongem, KeinT. — OHa B3ANa MEHA 3a PyKy M
nosena no Kopuaopy. A He NpoOTMBMAACL, CAMLIKOM MOrM/NOWEHHasa ewe oaHoW npobnemon K
pacTyLLen Kyye apyrux.

Ham HyXHO 6bl710 He ToNIbKO HalTu MNepcedoHy, HO U ybeauTb PUCKHYTb CBOEN BEYHOM KU3HbIO
pagn CembM, KOTOPYHO OHa AABHO MOKMHy/A. anb, YTO HAWen YeTBEpKe NPUAETCA CTOJIKHYTbCA C
CaMbIM MOTYLLLeCTBEHHbIM CO34aHMEM Ha NaaHeTe, a He NPorynaTbca no UeHTpanbHOMY napky.

fl onpepeneHHO He 3Hana, YTo CKasaTb MNepcedoHe, YTObbI ybeanTb e€ NPUCOeANHUTLCA K HAM.

%k %k %k

Mbl HM C Kem He nonpowanncb. OcTanbHbIe NOHAAM, YTO ABa U [}KelMC yLAn CO MHOM, Koraa
Te He BEPHY/IMCb B TPOHHbIV 3a/. [OKa Mbl COBUPanM BELLW, HAC TOXKE HUKTO He UcKan. [xenmc, Asa
M A, KaK MO3)Ke 0Ka3anocCb, MOr/M Co34aBaTb BCe Heobxoaumblie Bewn. Eaa Ham He TpeboBanacb HU
3gecb, HU B lNogzemHOM Mupe, OAHaKO [KelMMC HacToAn Ha ToMm, YTobbl Mbl B3A/1M HEKOTOpbIe
npunacbl, BKAOYAA CMEHHYIO OAEXAYy M eny Ha nepekyc. 1 He cTana Bo3paxkaTb. [kelimc n Asa
NPUBLIKAN BPOANTL NO MUPY B OAHOM NINWb OAeXKAE. A 1 HUKOTAA NPEeXKAe He NyTelecTBoBana.
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Al ycnena 3axBaTuTb C coboit noaapeHHbI FeHpu UBETOK, YbW PO30Bble Nenectku bbinu ns
KBapLa WM yKpalleHbl Xemuyyrom. 31o 6blna egMHCTBEHHAs Bellb, KOTOPAa Yy MEHA OCTaflacb OT HEro,
nomMmmo rapgepoba c ero sewwamm.

Taxkenee Bcero 6b110 ocTtaBnATb Moro. MNepen yxo4omM A NpuXKana WeEHKa K CBOEW rpyan m
3apblnacb HOCOM B €ro LWepcTb, a NOTOM MNONOXWNA 0bpaTHO Ha KpoBaTb. Ero BnaKHble rnasa
pa3buBanm MHe cepaue.

— OH byneT B nopaake, — ckasana ABa, BbIBOAA MeHA U3 cnaibHU. — OcCTanbHble NPUCMOTPAT
33 HMM, NOKa Mbl He BEpHeMcs.

Ecnn ypactca cnactu 'eHpu, A Morsia U BOBCe He BepPHYTbCA. EAMHCTBEHHbIN cnocob 6opbbbl €
Kannvonon — cpenka, Ha KOTOPYH HUKTO, KPOME HAc TPOMUX, MONTU He pewwmnaca. A bblna 4epToBCKM
yBEpPEHa, YTO OHAa HUKOraa He caacTca no AobpoTe AyLEBHOM.

A otBena B3rnag ot loro, n oH 3anaan, Korga A 3akpbina 3a cobolt asepb. Caenas rnyboKni
BAOX, A MblTanacb caep)kaTb NOACTyNUBLUME cne3bl, U He aaTb cebe 3annakatb. C HUM Bce Byaer
XOpOLWO, a ec/in A He BepHycb, TO O Hem nosabotutca leHpu. Y Hero oOCTaHeTcA 4YTO-TO B
HanommMHaHMe 060 MHe, Kak ¢ cagom lMNepcedoHbl.

3Ta mMbicb Hbl1a HACKO/IBKO Y»KaCHaA, YTO A BbITONIKHYA ee 13 ronosbl. fl He ympy. fl He xoTena
ymunpatb, a [dxkerMmc M ABa He MO3BOJIAT 3TOMY CAy4ynuTbcs. [JonxKeH ObiTb APYron cnocob, u mbl
06a3aTenbHO ero Hangem.

Al He ornAagbiBanacb, KOraa wWna no Tpone, BeAyllel Npo4vb OT ABOpLA, MO BOKam KoTopoi
CTOANIN KOJIOHHbI M3 YepHOro KamHsa. lewepa 6Gblna OrpOMHOM, U K TOMY BPEMEHM, Korga Mbl
[0bpannch Ao CTeHbl, MoA Hora pasbosienachb Tak, byATo A Wa No pacKkaneHHbIM YIIAM.

— Y70 Tenepb? — cnpocuna A. Aanbwe natn 6bino Hekyaa. M HAacKONbKO A Morna cyauTb,
34eCb He 6bl10 APYrNX CKPbITbIX MELLEP UM TYHHENEN.

— MoMHULWb Halle nepBoe NyTelwecTBue cloaa? — cnpocun xenmc, 6epsa meHs 3a pyky. Ero
Tennaa NafoHb NPeBocxoauna B pasmepax Moto. A nocmoTpena Ha ABy, YTOObl MOHATb, 3amMeTnaa Nun
OHa 3TOT *KEecCT, HO AeBYLUKa NANNACb Ha CTEHY Newepbl.

Al He ycnena parke 3ab6ecnoKoMTbCA O TOM, YTO 3eMA CHOBA ylwa M3-nog Hor. xenmc 6e3
npeaynpexaeHva BoOWeN B CKaly M MOTAlWMA MeHs 3a coboi. A MHCTMHKTUMBHO 3aKpblfia rnasa u
NPUroToBMAACh K yaapy, OXuaaa peskon 6oam, korga nob yaaputca ob ocTpbi Kpaih KaMHSA, HO B
AEeNCTBUTENbHOCTM NOYYBCTBOBANA NMLLb C/1abblil BeTep B BOJIOCAX.

— Y70 3a... — A OTKpblNa rnasa U y MeHA OTBUC/A YentocTb. Mbl 6onblle He HaxoAWAUChL B
Moag3zeMHOM Mupe. BMecTo Hero mbl OKas3a/iMCb B MbILWUHOM Cajy, BEPXYLKU AepeBbeB KOTOPOro
Kaca/ncb APKO-CUHUX Hebec. Hac oKpy»Kanu aK30TUYECKME LBETbI, KOTOPbIE NPU HAEM NOABAEHUMU
pa3BEPHY/INCb B Hally CTOPOHY.

— Jlobpo norkanosatb B [oa3emHbIn Mup, — ckasan xehimc. — Wnum Ty ero 4actb, rae
ocTatoTca gywu. Mongemre.

OH noBen MeHA NO MblIbHOM Aopore, a nos3aau wna ABa, KOTOpas, Ha yAWB/EHME, He
BbIMO/IBM/IA U CN10BA, HECMOTPA Ha LLapMBLLUME BOKPYT Yyaeca. YBUAEB I'MIaHTCKYHO PacTUTENbHOCTb, A
He Morna CKpbITb cBoe BiaroroseHue. i 6yaATo Nnonana B CKasKy, MM ynana B KPOJUYbIO HOPY.

— Y70 3TO 32 MeCTO? — NOMHTEepecoBanach A. — TaK BbIrNAANT BeCb [loa3eMHbI Mup?

— Het, — otBeTun Oxenmc. — CMmoTpMm.

OH yKaszan yepes NUCTBY AEepPeBbeB Ha AEBYLIKY, KOTOpas pacKaymMBasacb B3aA-Brnepes Ha
BEpeBKe M3 BMHOrpPaAHbIX N03. Ee gavMHHbIe BONOCbl pa3BeBa/MCb, @ KOXKa OT COMHLUA npuobpena
MefHbl1 OTTEHOK. B newepe conHue 3aMeHsNM KpUCTanbl.

— K10 oHa? — npowenTtana 8. — 370 MepcedoHa?

ABa ¢bIpKHYNa, U A 6pocnaa Ha Hee HeoZ0OPUTENbHDBIN B3TNAL.

— Ecam 6bl, — cKkaszan [xkerMc ¢ OTTEHKOM Becesibsi. — TONbKO WecTepKa U Koponesa MeHpu
MOTYT NyTewecTBOBaTb ClOAA, @ TaK KaK Tbl elle He Hayymaacb 3TOMY, TO HAC KAET 3KCKypcuA. ITa
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AEeByLIKAa — MpPUYMHA BCErO, YTO Mbl ceryac Bugmm. NeHpu ogHaxKabl npusoann tebs B MoasemHoe
uapcreo, Aa’?

Al kmBHyna. OH caenan 370, YTOObLI YTEWWUTb MEHA, M MOKas3aTb, YTO C Mamon Bce byaeT B
nopsAke nocsae Toro, Kak pak nobeamuT, n oHa ympeT. B TOT MOMEHT s He 3Hana o beccmepTun ceoel
Mambl, a 6b110 6bl HENIOXO.

— LleHTpanbHbIA NapK, — BCNomMHWAa A. — BoT Kyaa A 6bl nonana nocne cmeptu. J/1IeTom Mbl
XO4MAN TYAaQ C MaMOW KaXkabli BeYep.

— Tak muno, — ckasana ABa, 6eps meHA 3a pyky. — A moum paem cTtan 6ol Mapux. Mory
NPOXWUTb TaM TbiCAYENEeTUE U AaXKe He HAJ0ecCT.

Mbl 0be kaanu otTeeTa [KeMmca, HO BMECTO 3TOFO OH CMOTPEes Ha AeBYLWKY. — ITO — ee pan.
MocKonbKy mbl beccmepTHbl, Noa3eMHbIN MUP NOACTPAMBAETCA NOA OAMMKAMLWYIO K HAM CMEPTHYIO
Aywy. B aaHHOM cnyyae nog a1y AesylwKy. Kyaa 6bl OHa HM nowna, 3To To, YTO OHA ByaeT BUAETb, HO
KaK TONIbKO Mbl MOA0MAEM A0CTAaTOYHO 6/1M3KO K KOMY-TO APYFrOMY — BCE U3MEHUTCA.

Al cmoTpena, Kak fOeByWKa Kavanacb Ha BepeBKe, MOACTABMB JIMLLO COJIHEYHbIM /lyd4am, M

ynblbanacb. OHa BbirnAgena c4acTAIMBOW. Al XoTena YyBCTBOBATb TO Ke cyacTbe. — OHa ogHa? Bce
AyLlWwn 30ecb 0aHN?
[Kenmc KecToM yKasan Ham cnepoBatb 38 HUM. — A [eHpU He... — OH YMOJIK U MOMOPLUMACA.

MHe xoTenocb oTBeTUTb: «HeT, FeHpun He pacckasan mHe». — [lo-pa3sHomMy. HekoTopble noau XOTAT
BMAETb 34€eCb CBOMX NOOUMBIX, ApyrMe HeT. MHOrga OHM peLuatoT NPOoBEecTU MOJI0BMHY BPEMEHU B
OAMHOYECTBe, a APYrylo MOSIOBMHY — C POAHbIMU. He cyuiecTByeT YeTKO YCTAHOBJ/IEHHbIX MPaBWUA.
YenoBeK KMBET B TOM 3arpobHOM MUpe, B KOTOPbI BEPUA NMPU XKU3HU, UK, NO KPAaNHEN mepe, B TOM,
KOTOPOro, MO ero MHEHUIO, OH 3aC/y>KMBAET.

O, BOT OHO YTO. A eC/M BO3HUKAIOT KaKMe-TO BOMPOChI NN NPOTUBOPEUUSA, TO UX pellaeT MeHpu.
— 370 OH 06bAcHWA, — oTBeTUNa A. — HeKoTopble NOAN [ENCTBUTENBHO NPOBOAAT OCTaTOK
BEYHOCTM B O4MHOYECTBE?

Takon ncxogn 6bln ANA MeHA BOBCE He PalCKMM. ABa Kpenuye CxBaTW/lacb 33 MOK PYKy, U A
C’Kana ee B OTBET.

— Tebe Hy»KHO 3abbiTb O CBOUX OXKUOAHMAX, — CKa3an [KeMmc, MOKa Mbl LWAN MUMO OFPOMHOMA
navyLLel MBbl LBETA ClaZAKOM BaTbl. — Bce ntogm pasHble. HOrAa BaKHa ele v penurusa YenoBeka,
a nHoraa Het. l'eHpu Tebe BCE 06BACHUT.

ToNbKO eCIM Mbl BEPHEMCA B LLENOCTMU.

Al 3Hana, YTO NPOMCXOAMUNO0 C OBbIYHBIMWU NHOABMM NOCNE CMEPTU, HO €C/IU [0 3TOro AOUAET —
€CNn MOEN CMepTU XBaTUT, YTobbl YbeanTb Kanamony nogumHute KpoHoca Ao ero nobera — T0 4TO
CNY4YUTCH CO MHOM, C y4eTom moei beccmepTHOCTU? A 3Hana, YTO MCYE3HY, HO YTO 3TO 3Hauuno? f
BEPWU/IA B XM3Hb NOC/JE CMEPTU elle A0 TOro, Kak BcTpetuna leHpwM M y3Hana npasagy. 3Ta Bepa
NoALEP)KMBANIA MEHA B 34PaBOM yMe B TeYEHME MHOMMUX /IET, KOTopble s NpoBena, Habaaan, Kak
YMMpPaeT MOA MaTb, U 3HaA, YTO YBMKY €e CHOBA, KOraa BCE 3aKOHYMTCA U gna meHa. OgHaKo ceryac
3Ta Bepa ucnapmaacs.

Al Tak norpysmiacb B CBOM MbIC/N, YTO HE 3aMeTuna, Kak Hebeca cHoBa notemHenu. ConHue
CMEHMNOCb CTEHAaMM MeLLepbl, HO B HEl He HBbl1I0 KPUCTANNOB, OCBELLAIOLLMX NYTb.

Mbl cToAann Ha 6epery orHeHHOro o3sepa. Bo3ne Moux HOr BCMbIXHYNO NAamA, U NOKa A
nocnewHo oTCcTynana Hasag, uaAa no YepHomy necky, [xerMmc n ABa CTaiM pPaccMaTpuBaTb NAams,
6yATO OHO 6bIN10 NLb HEBObLLINM HEeY0O6CTBOM.

Al BAPYr ycnbiwana, Kak No BCew newepe 3Xom pa3fanncb YbU-TO KPUKM.

B HMX 4yyBCTBOBaNacCb TaKas aroHWA, YTO A OLLyTUIA €e KaXKAOW K/JEeTOYKOM CBOero Tena.
My»KUYMHa KpMYan Ha HEM3BECTHOM MHe fA3blKe, MU YXKACHYBLUUCb, A NbITaNacb PasrnAgeTb ero yepes
MO/IbIXAOLLNIM OFOHb.
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OH BMCEN Ha Lenax, KOTOpble yXOAUM BBEPX U UCYE3ANAN F4e-TO NO4 NOTOAKOM. HUXKHAA YacTb
ero Tena HaxoAunacb B 03epe, a NMLO MCKaxana yKacHas rpumaca 6osau. Koxka npoxkuranacb go
KOCTW, @ NOTOM Najana B OFOHb, O4HAKO NOC/E 3TOFO0 Ha TOM e MecTe Cpa3y nosABaAnacb HOBasA
naoTb.

OH b6ecnowaHO Cropan 3a*KMBO CHOBA W CHOBA. Ero M3my4yeHHble KPUKKU pas 3a pa3som 3XOM
OoTAaBannCb NO Melepe, M NOrpyKaancb B MO NamaATb, 6e3 BO3MOMKHOCTU 3abbiTb. 1 He morna
OTBECTM B3r1A4, AN UTHOPUPOBATb BO3PACTaloLLEE XKeNaHUe YTo-TO caenaTb.

— Mbl 4O/KHBI NOMOYb €My, — CKasana s, Ho ABa y4eprKnBana MeHA Ha mecTe. A nbiTanacb
BbicBO6OAMTLCA, HO Nnoabexkan [KeMmc 1 B3AN MEHSA 33 APYTYHO PYKY.

— W Kak Tbl cobmpaelbca 3To caenatb? — Cnpocun oH. — MOWUTU Ty[a U CropeTb 3aXKMBO?

— fl He mory ymepeTb, — OTBETW/Ia A CKBO3b CXKaTble 3ybbl, NOKa NbITaflacb BbICBOOOANTL PYKMU.
— He 3abbin?

— ITO He npuymMHa nogsepratb ceba 6onm, — Bo3pasma Mxkenmc. — TBoe TeNO NOKa elle He
3abbIN0 0 cMepTHbIX YyBcTBax. Caenaelb Wwar — BO3MOXHO He Nno4vyscTByelwb 60aM, HO caenaelwb
NATb — M CrOpMLLb, HE TOBOPA Y¥Ke 0 TOM, YTObbl BEpHYTbCA Ha3ag,. YTo 6bl OH HU caenan Npu XKU3HMU,
OH BEpPMUT, YTO 3aCNYKMBAET 3TOrO.

Al B y»Kace ycTaBuaacb Ha Hero. — OH BEPWUT, YTO 3aCNYKMBAET rOPeTb B OrHE LLeNy0 BEYHOCTb?
Y10 TAaKOro NI0OXOro MOXHO caenatb?

— Al He 3Hato, — oTBeTUAN [Kermc. — CnpocuLlb, KOraa CTaHelb KOPoneBoi. A Tenepb NOLAMK.
Y Hac HeT BpemMeHMU.

fl He morna oTopBaTb [N1a3 OT MY)KUYMHbI, NOKa [xKeMmc n ABa CUION TAHYAM MEHA NPO4Yb OT
o3epa. [arke nocne Toro, Kak oAsemHbIi MUP NPEBPATUICA B XOJIMUCTYHO MECTHOCTb, Mocpeam
KOTOPOW CTOAN MKeNTbl 4OMUK, A 40 CUX NOP C/blana ero KPUKN.

Mo KpaliHel mepe [dxKemc noaTeepama mou nogospeHma. Moe Teno npucnocabnamBanoch, HO
OHO BCe ellle MOMHW/I0, KAKOBO 3TO — BbITb CMepPTHbIM. CTEK/IO He 3aZleHET MO KOMXKY, U NageHue ¢
BEPXYLWKN IMNANP-CTENT-OUNANHT HUYEM NIOXMM HE KOHYMTCSA, HO A MOF/1a YyBCTBOBATb MJaMA OrHA.

— Korga A nonHocTbio NepecTtaHy YyBCTBOBATb 60/1b? — CNPOCKIA A APOXKALLMM FOSI0COM.

— Y Kaxpgoro no-pasHomy, — oTtBeTun xemc. — BO3MOXKHO 4yepe3 HECKONIbKO MECALEB,
BO3MOXHO, sieT. Bcé B TBoei ronose. C Te/IoM 3TO He CBSA3aHO.

— Ho A nepecTaHy ee 4yBCTBOBaTL?

— KoHeuHo.

— A YTO HacyeT NPUATHDBIX OLLYLLEHWNIA?

ABa B3si/1a MeHs 3a pyKy. — KeliT, ecnm Bbl Mbl He YyBCTBOBA/IM YA,0BO/IbCTBUA, TO HE Aeslanu Obl
MHOTUX BeLLEN.

MHe yganoch cnerka yablbHyTbca. — BepHo.

Lnu mbl MonYa, a 0aMH Nen3ax CMeHANca Apyrum. HekoTopble Bbln TaKUMU Ke KpacuUBbIMU U
OYMHbIMM, KaK TOT caj, a Apyrue HanonHsana 6onb U Myka. Yepes 3Tu s npoxoawna, He rasas no
CTOPOHaM, M NbITAasiCb ITHOPUPOBATb 3ByYaBLUME KPUKN. OHM NOCTENEHHO CMELIaNnCb, CO34aB XOp U3
6011, n A BCE BonblUe CTana COMHEBATbLCA B TOM, YTO coBeT U [eHpu Gblan npasbl. i HUKOrAA He
CMOry BbIMOJIHATb CBOO paboTy. He cmory npuroBapmeaTth AtoAen K NoA0O6HON BEYHOCTU, KAaKMMU Bbl
HW BbIIN UX NPECTYNIEHMA NPU HKUHM.

Mo mepe Halero nyTewecTBmA, BPEMA NOTEPSANO0 BCAKMMA NPUBbLIYHbBIN CMbIcA. Y6eauBLIKCh, YTO
ABa He 4acT MHe cbeXKaTb B MOMbITKaX MOMOYb oyepenHou aywe, [Kenmc yBepeHHO NPOoKAaabiBan
NyTb B HY)KHOM Ham HanpaBaeHUW. A yxKe cbnnacb co cYeTy KOAMYECTBA MUPOB, Yepes KOTopble Mbl
NPOLWMU... AeCATKU? TbicAun? A yKe U He NoMHuNa Bcex. CTyNHU ropenn, a Koctb 60NbHON HOrU ¢
Ka*kAbIM HOBbIM LWarom ByaTo fomanacb, M CNycTA Kakoe-To Bpems [KelMmc OCTaHOBM/ICA nocpeaun
neca n cbpocun cBoi proK3ak Ha 3emnto. — lMoxoxKe, Nopa OTAOXHYTb.
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OH cTan cobupaTb BETKM A4NA KOCTPa, a A ycenacb Ha ynasliee AepeBO M ONyCcTUAA Fro/IoBY Ha
pyKWu. ABa cena pagom 1 NoTepaia MHe CUHY.

— fl He mory, — npowenTana A. — He 3Hato, ¢ Yero Bce B3A/1M, YTO A CNOCOOHA Ha 3TO, HO A He
mory.

— He moxewwb 4TO? — NackoBo cnpocuna Asa.

— He mory npMHUmaTh Takne peweHua. A He... He MOry NOCbINATb KOFO-TO HA TaKyl BEYHOCTb.
MHe nneBaTtb, YTO OHU caenanun. HUKTO TaKoro He 3ac/y»KUBaeT.

Moe TwecnaBuMe 3a4asiocb BOMPOCOM: HeyXKenu cpatbcAa Kannaumone — 3TO camMbllt nerkui
BapuaHT? Bedb B TaKOM Cayd4yae MHe He npugetca npasutb NoasemHbiM mUpom. 3abseHue 6bino
LLeHOM, KOTOPYIO A MOr/1a 3ana1aTuTb, €C/IN B UTOre MHE He NPUAETCA OTBeYaTb 33 MUAANAPAbI YYyXKMX
XKU3HEN.

— Tbl cablwana, YTo cKasan [xenmc, — oTBeTuna Asa. — TaKoe C/ly4aeTca TOJIbKO €C/IN OHU
BEPAT, YTO 3aCNYKMBAKOT 3TOrO.

— A ec/i1 Ha camoMm Aene HeT? YTo ecnv oHM BepAT CI0Bam APYrux ntoaein’?

OHa xoTena 6bIN0 YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO B3Asa Nay3y. — fl He 3Hal0, — HaKoHeL, oTBeTUNa ABa. —
KarkeTca, 4To B TaKOM C/yvae TpebyeTca TBOE BMeLLATENbCTBO.

A TOpbKO NoKayana ronoBo. — HUKTO He 3aCNy)KMBAET TaKoM 3arpobHON XKu3HWU. MMoyemy
Henb3A caenaTb Tak, 4TobObl BCe NPOBEAM ee CHACTAMBO, BMECTO TOro, Y4Tobbl cTpagath?

— He 3Hal, — mArko ckasana Asa. — [1pocTu, HO 31O He moe Aeno. M [xkemca 3TO TOXKe He
KacaeTtcs. 310 paboTa MeHpu. N BoamorkHo MNepcedoHbl. OHa cmorna 6bl OTBETUTL Ha 3TOT BOMPOC.

— BenunKkonenHo, — ¢bipKHyNa A. — TO/IbKO ABa Ye€/10BEeKa MOTYyT MHE OTBETUTb, HO OAMH U3
HUX B 3a/10XKHMKaX, a BTopaa cberkana noganblwe. fl yBepeHa, YTO KaK TonbKo [lepcedoHa meHsA
BCTPETUT, TO Cpa3y e NobeXKMUT PacCKasblBaTb O TbiCAYAX /IET CBOEN KU3HWU. HeyamMBUTENbHO, YTO OHa
OTKaszanacb oT beccmepTtua u ybexana.

— He roBopu TaK, — nocablWwanca nosagu Hac ronoc [xehmca, n a noackoumna. OH 6bin
6aunke, yem 5 gymana. — MNepcedoHa npowna vepes ag. OHa 3acNyKMBaAET CHACTbA.

M cHoBa 3710 cnoBo. MHe 6bl10 NaeBaTb Ha TO, Yero 3acny*ueana MepcedoHa. A cygmna no ee

noctynkam. — MMeHHO MO3TOMY Halla Bbla3Ka MOMKET OKa3aTbCA H6eccmMbicieHHOM. YTo ecnn oHa
OTKa*keTcAa nomoraTb?
— [MMepcedoHa Ayywe, 4em Tbl O HEM Aymaelwb, — oTBeTUn dxenmc. — FeHpu 3abun Tebe

roN0By UCTOPUAMM, FOae OH AKOObI XepTBa, HO OHM 06a nocTpaganu. OH Kun ¢ NBUMOI KeHOoN,
KOTOpasA He OTBeYyasna emy B3aMMHOCTbIO, @ OHa — C HenrbuMbIM My*Kem U paboToii, OT KOTOpPOM
CTazia HeCYacTHOM. He cTonT ee 3a 3TO HEHaBUAETD.

Al cTana HepBHO ep3aTtb. A Buaena [xKelmca TakKMM TO/IbKO B TOM KOMHaTe 34ema, rae oH
oTcTamean nepepn FeHpM moe NpaBo NOKMHYTb NMOMeCTbe. BHOBb yBMAEB €ro rHeB U OCYKAEHUEe, MHe
3aX0TeN0Chb CNpATaTbCA Nog 6pesHOM.

— fl He HeHaBMKy ee, — TUXO CKasana A. — MHe ropbKo NNLLb OT TOFO, YTO A HUKOFAA He CTaHy
Ana FeHpu Tol, Kem b6blna oHa.  HEHaBUXKY TO, YTO OHA MOT/1a BbIMOJIHATb CBOO YepPTOBY PAbOTY, HK
pa3y He 3aX0TeB MOMOYb APYromy, U 4TO FeHPM HUKOrAa M CNOBa HE CKa3a/l NPOTUB Hee.

CkaB rybbl B TOHKYIO NMHMIO, [KEMMC ONyCTUA HA 3eM/II0 FOPCTKY BETOK, KOTopble ycnen
cobpaTb, M CTan COOPYKaTb M3 HUX NMUPAMUAKY O1A KOCTPA, YTO HAMOMHWIO MHE O BPEMEHax B
3AeMCKON LWKoAe, rae OH Aenan TO Xe camoe € KapTowkoun ¢pu. [lo Toro, Kak A y3Hana, 4To OH —
6or. [lo Bcero, 4to ycneno npom3onTn. — OHM nNpoBenun ¢ FeHpu Tbicaum neT. A Tbl TONIbKO roa. Bcemy
CBOE Bpems.

— He cTaHy noBTOpATb, UTO MEeHpu NbUT TebA, — ckasana ABa. — MoxKellb BEPUTb, MOXKELIb
HeT, HO A He cTana 6bl Tebe nrato.



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

— fl 3Halo, 1 A Bepto, HO Bbl 06a He BUAMUTE, Kak OH BedeT ceba co MHOW. — HeBaXHO, CKO/IbKO
NeT Mbl NPOBEAEM BMECTe, OH BCE PaBHO He MONOOUT MeHA Tak Xe, Kak ntobut MepcedoHy. Henbsa
NtobuTb ABOUX OAMHAKOBO. ITO HEBO3MOXKHO.

[>KeliMc 3aKOHYMA C PaCTOMKOM, U CTan NOTUPATb PYKKM, ByATO NbiTaacb corpeTbcsa. MrHoBeHue
CMyCTA BETKM Ha4Yanu NOTPECKMBaTb, @ NOTOM 3aMno/biXxann ApPKUM orHem. — OH BeaeT cebA Tak co
BCEMMU, HO 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO eMy NaeBaTb.

Ho a He 6blna «Bcemu». A Gblna ero eHoi. Ero Koponesoi. Ero naptHepom. — To ecTb A
[AOJIKHA NPUHATL KaK HOPMY TO, YTO MO MY>K HE XOYETCA KO MHE NPUKAcaTbCA?

— Tbl cama cornacunach Ha 3To, — oTBeTUA [Kelmc, U A ogapuna ero cepauTbim B3rA40M. —
He cmoTpu Ha meHs Tak. A npeaynpexaan, 4To oH He byaeT BecTu ceba Tak, KaK Tbl xoyewb. OH He
BMHOBAT, YTO OH TOT, KEM ABNAETCA.

— Xouelwb CKa3aTb, YTO A A4aB/O Ha HEro? — CKasasa A, M NOHANA, YTO roBopuna npasay. LLieku
3apgenncb. A HeHaBMAENa, YTO NEepPenonHABLIEE MEHA OTYadAHWEe NepeKkpbIBANO NOTUKY M 34paBbln
CMbIC/, U 31MNacb Ha ceba 3a 3T0. A NMWb XOTena 3HaTb, YTO BaKHa A4/1A Hero. YTo OH He NpocTo
BbINONHAET CBOIO paboTy. fl He xoTena NPUHyXAaTb FeHpPU, HO MHe BblI HENOHATHbI ero AeNCTBUSA, U
OT TOrO A He 3Hasa, YTO YyBCTBOBATb, 0COOEHHO KOrga OTAaBasia CBO KM3Hb Paau PacnibiB4aToro
byayuwero.

Al cyHyna pyKy B KapMaH M KOCHynacb UBeTKa. Ero cnoa nepeg, Ha4yasioM LEepPeMOHUMU... YTO OH
XOTeN BUAETb MeHA pAgom. Mx mHe aoctaTouyHOo. [Lo/XKHO 6bITb A0CTAaTOYHO.

— [a, — oTtBeTun [Kelmc, He obpallas BHUMAHUA HA TO, Kak r1yboKo ero cnoBa paHuau
MeHs. — 3To TBOA BMHaA. K Ayywiemy uam K xygwemy, HO Tbl COFlacnaacb, N03TOMy notepnu 6onblue
oAHOro AHs. A ueHw TBOW BbIOOP, HO camobuyeBaHME HUYEro He pewunTt. Y Hac ecTb Aena u
nosakHee. Tak YTO BO3bMW ce6A B PyKM U NOMMM HaKoHeL, 4To eHpu Tebs ntobuT.

OH 6b1n npas. A gonkHa cobpatbca. CHavana Hy»KHO pelwmnTb 6osee BaXKHble BOMPOCHI, @ MOTOM
A CMOTY BbIICHUTb OTHOLUEHUA € [eHpK, ecn Koraa-Hnbyab CHOBA YBUIKY €ro.

BCNOMHMB LEPEMOHUIO N ee NOCAEAHNE MUHYTbI, NPOBeAEHHbIe ¢ eHpK, A 3aKpblfIa T1as3a U C
ry6 mounx copsasnca AporKalimii B3Aox. — A comHeBanach.

MonuyaHne. — Y10? — HaKoHeL, cnpocuna Aea B NoOJ rosoca.

— Bo Bpems KopoHaumn FeHpKU CNpoOCUa MeHA, XO4y N A 3TOro. fl 3aCOMHeBanach.

— Al 3ameTun 310, — CKasan [kenmc. A NOCMOTpena Ha HEro W yBuAaena, Yto OH CTOSN,
NMPUCNOHMBLUUCL K AEPEBY W CKPECTUB PYKU Ha rpyan. KOHEYHO Ke 3ameTun. — ITO HUYEero He
3HAYMUT, TaK 4YTO He obpalLait BHUMaHMA. Tbl BMpaBe COMHEBATbCA.

— xkenmc! — BOCKAMKHYa ABa, @ OH NOXan niaedyamu.

— 370 npaBAa, W Tbl 3TO 3HaewWwb. Mbl MOXKeM NMPUTBOPUTLCA, YTO AEN0 TONbKO B eHpU, 1 4To
KeWT npocTo noBe3no, HO BCMOMHM KaKOBO 3TO — OTKA3aTbCA OT CMEPTHOM XU3HWU. Henerkuin soibop.

— To, Y4TO A MMena TorA4a, He CPABHUTCA C TeM, YTO A MMet ceiryac. MeHA Bce nbAT, —
CKasana ABsa, n [Ixxenmc cnabo ynblbHyncA.

— Ara, mbl Bce 6e3 yma ot Teba, — oTBeTun OH. — Ho 3TO TO/NIbKO MoToMy, YTo Tbl 6omba B
noctenn. A B CTalbHOM — 3aHO3a B 3aZHuLeE.

ABa NOTAHYNACb M OTBECMNIA €MY MOLLEYNHY, U KaK TO/IbKO Bblnoe HanpAXKeHMe COW0 Ha HeT, A
N30 BCEX CMAN CTapasiacb He NpeacTaBUTb UX BMecTe. — Bbl... — CKa3ana A 3a4yLeHHbIM F0JIOCOM.

[elimc cTan NANUTLCA HA OTOHb, @ ABa NoKana naevyamun. — A Beap HormHa...

— Kpacotbl 1 ntobsu. [la, A yke noHana. — A Haxmypunacb. — ECTb KTO-HUOYAb, C KEM Tbl He
ycnena nepecnatb?

— MNanoyka v leHpu, — cKasana oHa, M A NoAYMana, YTo 3TO /lyylle, Yem OTBET «HeT». — XOTA
TeXHUYecKM MNanoyka MHe He oTel, A BCE PaBHO AaxKe AymaTb 06 3TOM He Xouy.

— YonTtep — He TBOW OTeL? — yaAMBMAACL A. — A He 3Hana 3Toro.
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— MeHsa yaouyepunu, — ropao oTBeTMNa AeByWwKa. — ITO AJ/IMHHAA UCTOPUSA, M B LLE/IOM A
XOTeNa CKasaTb, yTo [eHpu nbut Teba. Bcé obs3aTenbHo Hanagutca. ITO TOMbKO Hayvano...
npeacTasb, KaK Bce NoatobAT Tebs yepes TbiCAYM NIEeT, a Tbl NONHOOULWb UX B OTBET.

— Wnun Bo3HeHaBMamWb, — A06aBuA [Kelmc, 1 5 3amMeTua B ero rosloce HaMeKk Ha TpeBory,
KOTOPOW He C/bllwana npexae.

— JTto60Bb M HEHABUCTb MAYT B Nape, — ckasana Aea. — J1lob6oBb 40 Bpaka — yAen KHUMKEK...
Hac BCEX YEeHWAM NO AOrOBOPEHHOCTM, HO NOTOM noaBAAnacb AboBb. MHe NoHazobuAUCL Lenble
rogbl, YTOObl BNOOUTLCA B CBOEr0 My}Ka, HO B KOHLLE KOHLLOB 3TO TOrO CTOUNO.

Y MeHA OTBMC/IA YeNtoCTb. — Tbl 3amyKem?

— [a, KaK u Tbl.

Al 3bIpKHYNa Ha Hee. TeHpU XOoTA Bbl HblT MOUM €AMHCTBEHHbIM.

— He cmOTpu Ha MeHs TaK, — CKasana Aea. — fl 3Hato, 0 Yem Tbl Aymaelb. Tbl ewe Moaoaa, Ho
CO BpemMeHem novimellb. Manoyka BblgaN MeHs 3aMy»K, KOrga MHe UCNOHUAOCL CTO, MOTOMY 4TO A
eMy Hagoegana. bonbWMHCTBO CMEPTHbIX AOMKMBAIOT A0 CEMUAECATU UAN BOCbMUAECATU MAKCUMYM.
MogoXKau ewe NATb TbicAY /1IeT B BpaKe, a NOTOM CKaKellb MHe MOABUAOCH /N KenaHwe nourpatb ¢
KEM-TO elle, HeCMOTpPA Ha Nto6oBb K FeHpu.

Al H6bla YEepPTOBCKM yBEpPEHA, YTO NMOKa Hy)KHa [eHpu, TO He CTaHy u2pame C KeM-mo euje,
OZLHAKO A He CKaslana 3Toro, ocobeHHo nepes Jxenmcom. Hawwe coBMeCTHOe NeTo AaN0 MHe NOHATD,
YTO €C/IM U MOXKeT BblTb KTO-TO APYroi, TO TO/IbKO OH. EC/M TONbKO OH TOXKe He Obin KeHaT. A ¢
YYETOM TOr0, KaKk OHU B3aumogencTtsoBanun c ABo...

— W KTO OH? — cnpocuna a. — TBOM MyK, A UMELO B BUAY.

3a [onu cekyHAbl A0 ee OTBETa A nepecTana AplwaTb. TonbKo bbl He Jxkenmc.

— HuKonac, — oTBeTUNA OHa, C/IOBHO 3TO OblN0 04EBMAHO, U 5 06NeryeHHO B3A0XHYNa. U3 Bcex
yneHoB coBeTa 0 HMKonace a 66l NoAyMana B NoCneAHIO0 ovepesb.

— CymacluecTBMe Kakoe-To, — e/le C/IbILHO CKasana A, 0TKasblBaACb CMOTpeTb Ha dxenmca. A
ntobuna MeHpun. M HeBaXKHO, HACKONbKO OblIO TAXKENO, s He cobupanacb bpocatb ero paagu dxxenmca.
Bo3Mo»KHO, A 6bl XOTena 6bITb C HUM A0 TOrO, KaK gana KAAaTey, Ho...

... HO uTO ecnu leHpwm B3rnsHeT Ha MepcedoHy 1 3axo4eT, YTobbl OHa BepHynach?

fl OTTONKHYNa 3Ty Mbicib. He xouy Aake AymaTtb 06 3TOM.

— [a A 3Hato, — ABa ny4ye3apHoO yablbHynacb. — OH OTIMYHBIN NapeHb. M XopoLl B CparKeHusX.

MNepego mHon Bcnabin obpas leHpu, KoTopbln obHMMaeT [lepcedoHy, M A NonbiTanacb
cocpenoTounTbCs Ha ciioBax ABbl. — YT0?

— OH Ky3Hel, — CKasa/jla OHa, U HEBMHHO NOCMOTpesia Ha MeHsi. — OH co34aeT opyKus, U
MOXKET caenaTb N1t0boe, KaKoe Ha3oBelb. A ele AeNaeT gNA MeHs pasHble NoAapPKMU.

— A ewe TepnuT Teba, — cKasan [Kenmc, ycaxkMBaAach Ha NeHb No APYryto CTOPOHY KocTpa. —
M oH BepHbIA.

ABa BblWwa u3 ceba: — A 6ol He cMorna BbINOIHATL CBOKO PaAboTy, ecnm 6bl Hblla TONBKO C HUM.
Kpome TOro, Tbl He »Kanosascs, Koraa...

Oxxenmc 6pocun Ha Hee npeaynpexaarowmnii B3rnaa, U oHa 3amon4yana. Bmecto Ttoro, 4tobbl
3aKMAblBaTb €e BOMPOCAaMM O JIMYHOM XKM3HM, A ONyCTMAA B3rNA4, Ha CBOW PyKW. Hukonac, no-
BMAMMOMY, Ntobun ee, unun, No KpamHen mepe, YyBCTBOBAN cebA AOCTAaTOYHO BEPHbLIM MYMKUYMHOW,
4yTO6bl HE U3MEHATb, B OTAMYME OT ABbl. BbITb MOXKET y Hee umenocb onpasgaHue. Ho 3To CMAbHO
HanomHui0 mHe MNepcedoHy, N MeHA CTana OKyTbIBaTb rOPeYb, KOTOPAs BNMBaNACb BO BHYTPEHHOCTY,
oT Yero A 6yaTo NpeBpaTMIach B HEMOABUMKHbIM KaMeHb. l HA MFHOBEHME CTasla HeHaBMAaeTb ABy 3a
TO, YTO OHa AeNana Co CBOMM My¥KeM, B HE3aBUCUMOCTM OT TOF0 MPUHUMAJ OH 3TO UM HET.

— Tbl He XeHaT? — cnpocuna 8 dxenmca.

B oTBeT OH nokayan ronoson. — Het, opuuymanbHo HeT. XoTa A 6bl/1 C HECKONBKMMU CMEPTHbLIMU
AesylwKamu. [la n y BCcex Hac KTo-To Oblin.
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— [ake 6onblue HEeCKONbKMX, — GblpKHYNa ABa.

— 3ayeMm Torga *KeHuTbCA, ecn cobmnpaelbcs M3MeHATb? — cnpocuaa A.

ABa noxana nnedyamu. — MHe KaxeTcs, yto anoyka gyman 6yato KeHuTbba yTUXOMUPUT
MEHSA, HO HMYero He Bblwao. — OHa caenana naysy. — 3Haewsb, HUKonac Bcé noHMmaeT. OH B camom
Hayane 3Han, Ha YTo NoANucbIBanca, n bbin He NPOTUB. Beab B KOHLLE KOHLOB OH NOHMMAET, YTO OH —
Nto60Bb BCEN MOE KU3HMU.

— Mbl KEHUMCA MO TEM Ke MPUYMHAM, YTO U CMepTHble, — aobasun Axeimc. — YT1obbI
€034aTb CeEMbtO, A4OM. YTOObI MMeTb 4yBCTBO 6e3onacHocTU. YTobbl HbITb C KeM-To. B cnyyae Yontepa,
FeHpyu 1 Pnunanna — 4Tobbl UMETb NPABALLYIO C HUMU KOPOJIEBY.

— [Ona FeHpy 3TO 3aKOHYMNOCH HE CAULIKOM XOpOLWOo, — BblAaBuaa A, U JKenmc B3L0XHY .

— [a, 70 Tak.

Moayn xonoaHbIN BETEPOK, U A B3APOTrHYNA, a Ha, HALWWMMK ro/IoBaMU CTasia LWenectTeTb MCTBA
AepesbeB. A 3acTaBuna cebs ycnokontbca. Henb3a nsmeHuTb yxKe cnydmnseeca. Ho s morna xots 6bl
KOHTPO/IMPOBaTb NPOMCXOAALLEE, U 3HANA, YTO HUKOTAA HE NPUYMHIO TaKyto 6onb FeHpu. U HeBaXKHO,
HaCKOJIbKO ByaeT TAXKeno.

Bo MHe, o4HaKo, 0CTafIoCb YyBCTBO HEFOAOBAHMA, U A, HE CAepKaBLWNCb, obpaTnnace K Ase: —
Ecnm Tl morkewb 6bITb ¢ HMKONacom, To noyemy 6bl MepcedoHe He bbiTb ¢ FeHpu?

ABa npomonyana. OroHb NOTPECKMBA, a BAANM A YC/blLANA NEeHME XKeHLMHbI, HO He obpaTuaa
Ha Hero BHMMaHuA. Ha cBoem NyTu Mbl YCAbILWAAK NEHUE YKe MHOTrUX ayul. Hekotopbie necHu bbiin
MHE 3HaKOMbI, a Apyrne 6bl1IM TAaKUMKU CTaPbIMK, YTO OCTA/IUCb NOTEPAHbI BO BPEMEHU. X NOMHUAM
b nowume.

— NepcedoHa Bob6MAACL B CMEPTHOrO, — Noc/ae A40Aroro MonyaHma orsetun xkeimc. — OHa
HMYEM He OT/INYANACb OT HaC... U, KaK U BCe Mbl, TOXKe n3meHaAna NeHpu, NoKa He BCTpeTUna AQOHMCA.

— He roBopw, 4TO OHa KaK Bce. HMKonac He nameHAn Ase, — pe3Ko OTBEeTU/IA A. TO ecTb OHa
M3MeHANa He pas, n FeHpu npuwnocb TepneTb To, YTOo MepcedoHa CHOBa M CHOBA BCTpeYanach C
OPYTMMU... NO-BUAMMOMY C APYIMMM YJEHAMWN COBETA, KOTOPbLIX OH KaXAablM AeHb BUAEN B AMuo. U
BCE paBHO A0 cux nop ntobun ee.

— Kannuona Ttoxe He u3ameHana [lanoyke, — nogymas, CKasana ABa, U A 4YyTb He
nonepxHynaco.

— Kannvona n Yontep? — npoxpunena A. — Ho OH e Takow cTapbii.

— OHa ele cTapwe, — PbIpKHYyNa Aga. — Kpome TOro, BO3PacT yKe HEe UMeeT 3HaYeHua nocne
nepBsoro Toicavyenetmsa. Mano4vka BbIrNA4MT CTaplie TO/IbKO NOTOMY YTO Xo4eT 3Toro. OH AymaeT, yuTo
TaK OH KaxkeTcs 60o/ee BblAAOWMMCA.

beccmbicnnua npocto. He 1o, uto Kannmona crapue, a 7o, 4TO OHa Oblia 3amyXKem, HO BCE
paBHO ntobuna MeHpK; ga Tak CMAbHO, YTO roToBa bblia youTb paan Hero. — Torga noyemy... — A B
CMATEHMM XKECTOM YKasana Ha Hac. — Torga yYTto mMbl 34ecb genaem? 3ayem Ham 370, ecan Kannmona
BCE PAaBHO 3aMy}KeM U HU pa3y He M3MeHANA CBOeMYy MYKY? 3aueM et genatb 3To pagu [eHpu, ecamy
Hee ecTb Yontep?

Oxemc n ABa 0OMEHANNCH HEMOHATHLIMUM B3rNA4aMU, U 51 BNWJIAaCb HOTTAMM B IPKMHCbI. A yXKe
N3y4mMaa TbICAYM U TbICAYU NET UX UCTOPUU. N MOHMMAHUE, YTO OHM O YeM-TO YMANYMBAAMU, TONIbKO
YCUINBANIO MOE pPa3oyapoBaHMe.

— Bcex Hac nopoaun Yontep, — oTtBeTun [xehmc. — Bcex, 3a MCKAlOYeHUMEM nepBoOK
LeCTepKM.

— W meHa, — pobasmna ABa. — OH NPUHUMAN pa3Hbie Tena u GopMbl, TaK YTO ANA MEHS 3TO He
ocKkopbutenbHo. A BOT OCTaNlbHble — ero AeTu.

— Kannunona asnaeTca matepblo TONbKO ABOWUX M3 HAc, — NOACHMA [emc. — Hukonaca u
AwnnaHa.
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Al cugena monya NoKa nepeBapuBasia BCHO YC/bIWAHHYO MHPOpMaLmio. A He 3Hana TOYHO, Kak
[LO/IF0 OHW CYLLECTBOBAIN, HO NMOXOXe [aXKe A0/blUe, YeM i MOF/1a 0CO3HaTb. CTO /1eT 6bln ANA MeHA
LLeNoi BEYHOCTbIO, HO B MX MOHMMAHMU 3TO ObII0O MFHOBEHWE OKa, B CPAaBHEHUWU C MPOXKWUTbIMMU
rogamu. Bce ato Bpema Kannnona Habaogana 3a Tem, Kak ee My NOOUN APYrUX KEHLWUH, U el
NPULNOCL NPUHATL €ro AeTen B CBOIO ceMbio. KaK paBHbIX.

Al y»KacHynacb M Ha O4HO MrHOBEHME MOHANA, YTO ABWMXKeT Kannmnonon. A morna 4ysBCTBOBATL ee
3710CTb, M 60/1b, Yepe3 KOTOPYHO el NPULLIOCH NPONTU; ee OANHOYECTBO U KenaHue bbiTb Ntbumoin.
OHa Bugena, uto leHpu nepexunn 1o e c MepcedoHOM, 1 owyTMNA B HEM POACTBEHHYIO Aywy. Koro-
TO, KTO NOMMET e€e M 3axXo4eT ObITb C Hell, NOTOMY YTO OHa HUKOTAa He CTaHeT NPUYNHOM Tol XKe 6oau.

Ho BmecTto 3TOoro lFeHpu LWBbIPHY/ €e HaMepeHWs el B AMLO, M OKa3a/CcA ele OAHUM
4eN0BEKOM, M3-3a KOTOPOTro OHa CTana ele 6onee 0ANHOKON.

Ho FeHpu He 6bin nnoxum. OH ocTaBancA BepeH lNepcedoHe HECMOTPA Ha BCce ee AeAHUA.
YyBCTBO COCTpagaHWA TYT Xe npowno. B KoHue KOHLO0B, UMeHHO Kananmona BMHOBATa B TOM, YTO
HaTBOpwua. bonblle HUKTO.

— HeyameuTenbHO, YTO OHa BbiWwNa U3 cebda, — npobybHuna A. — Ecam 6bl MHe npuaoch
Hab/loaaTh TO XKe camoe, A bbl ToxKe B3becunach.
— 370 He onpasaaHue ybwuiictBam, — Bo3pasun [Oxehmc. — W He noBog ocBobOXAaTb

KpoHoca. He BaxHO KaKaA 3agHuua Yoatep, OHa NPUHAAA HeNpaBU/bHble peLlleHuns.

A Ham NPULLINOCH CTONIKHYTbCA C UX NOCNEeACTBUAMM, NPAMO KAk [eHpU, KOTOPbIN YyTb HE ucyes
n3-3a MepcedoHbl. XoTA 5 HE NOHMMaNa noyemy. — Toraa nodemy MepcedoHa NOXKepTBOBaAsa CBOEN
H6eccmepTHOCTbIO, eC/IM MOF/1a AeNnaTb, YTo B3gymaeTca? Y Hee Beab b6blna Ta xKe caenka c FeHpu, 4To
ny mens, aa? LWectb mecaues B roay 6bITb }KEHOW M NOMOraTb NPaBUTb, @ OCTa/IbHble LWECTb AEeNaTb,
4TO AyLle yrogHo.

ABa 6pocuna MHe Kentoe A610KO, KOTOPOE MOABUIOCH M3 HMOTKyAA. A nolmana ero, HO He
cTana ectb. — [lo Hauyany Bce 6bINO He TaK, — OTBETMNA OHA, CMOTPA Ha [Kenmca, KOTopblIi
OTCTPaHEHHbIM B3r1A40M rnagaen Brnybo neca. — FeHpW NpegnoKna e ato, Koraa noHaA, HaCKo/IbKO
OHa bblna HecyacTHOW. HMKTO He cnocobeH BbINOIHATL 3Ty PaboTy Ha MNOCTOAHHON OCHOBE, Kpome
Hero.

— BONbWMHCTBO YNEHOB COBETA HUKyAa He yXxoAAaT, — cKasan [xkenmc. — [loToOMy 4TO Ha
3emJ/ie Hawu cnocobHOCTM He TaK CUAbHBbI, WU...

XpycT.

Hafo MHOM 4TO-TO CTazI0 BO3ropaTtbCA, U TOIbKO A XOTeNa NOAHATL B3ria4, YTobbl MOCMOTPETD,
ABa CTO/IKHyNa MeHA ¢ 6peBHa, M A ynana Ha 3em/it0 B OnacHon 6a1M30CTM OT KocTpa. 1 oTAepHyna
PYKY OT N1IAMeHW, @ OrNyLWNTEeNbHbIA TPECK NPeBpaTUA MUP BOKPYT B Mbl/b.

Kawnaa, A BCKOYMIA Ha HOTU U TYT e CNOTKHYNACb, KOrA4a HOra yAapuaach O PacKONOTbIN KyCOK
H6peBHa, Ha KOTOPOM A TOZILKO YTO cuaena.

— ABa? — nosBasa A, 3a4blxanacb oT 0b61aka nban. — [xenmc?

A npuwypwunace. MNpexae, 4em Mblib ycnena pacceaTbcs, YToObl A MOr/ia BMAETb XOTA Obl B
Atorime nepes coboi, napa pyK CXxBaTWU/Ia MEHA 3a NJ1IeYn U AepHyNa Hasaga,.

— Mownwn, — rpybo ckasan [xxenmc, Tawwa meHa ot bpeBHa. — Ham HykHO ybupaTbca otcroga.

— Ho Asa...

— fl3pecb, — npo3Byyan rosoc Asbl B Nape waros oT meHA. — Maun.

[JXenmc TAHYN MeHA, @ A NOCTOAHHO CMOTbIKAaNACb O KAaMHM M KOPHM, KOTOPbIX HEe Mmorna
BMAETb. B necy npossyyan HOBbIM TPeck, U A bpocunacb Bnepen, NbITaaCb NPUKPbITb rososy. B
AIOMMax OT Hac ¢ [IKermcom ynano elle ogHO Aepeso.

— Yt10 npouncxoant? — Hora cTana HbiTb CUAbHEE, YeM 32 BECb NPOMAEHHbIN NyTb, N A N30 BCEX
CUN cTapanacb He OTCTaBaTb. Yem panblue Mbl yXOAMAW OT MecTa NPoUCLIecTBUA, Tem BO3AyX
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CTaHOBMICA Ynwe, n 4 cMmorna ysnaeTb, 4To ﬂ,)KeﬁMC AepxKan Pyky HaL I'OJ'IOBOI‘;L 6yATO NbITaACb 4YTO-
TO OTPA3UTh.
— KpOHOC, — OTBE€TWU/1 OH, N elle 04HO AepeBO CTano ropeTb. — OH Hawen Hac.
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MpencTaBaas BCEBO3MOMKHbIE YrpO3bl, KOTOPbIE MOTYT NONACTbCA BO BPEMS MyTellecTBUA Yyepes
Moa3eMHbI MUp, A Aaxe He nogymana o KpoHoce, KOTopbIii NOMbITAaeTCA OCTaHOBUTb Hac.

Mown mbican 6blnn 3aHATbI 06AyMbIBaHMEM AEeUCTBMIA B cny4vae, ecnn MepcedoHa OTKaXKeTcs
nomoraTb, U TeM, YTO Mbl Byaem aenaTb ecin He HalAem HyXKHyto newepy. M xota rge-to rnyboko
BHYTPM A MOHMMANA, YTO WMHbIX BAPMAHTOB HET, A, YepT BO3bMM, HE XOTesla KepTBOBaTb cobon m
HaZeanacb NPMAYMaTb YTO-TO NOAyYLle.

OpfHaKo MHe M B roN0BYy He Npuwo, 4To Kannnona obHapy»KuT, rae Mbl HAXO4MMCA, U NoLwneT
Tyaa KpoHoca, 4yTobbl BOCNpensaTcTBOBATb.

Fnynas, rnynas, raynas.

He ycnes npuaymaTtb MHOTO NaaHa, Mbl cTanun yberaTb OT HEFrO NO X0AMam, Npobupanck CKBO3b
AepesbA. [)KerMC Kpernko aepxan MeHa 3a pyKy, 4Tobbl s He oTcTaBana, a Aa berkana 3a Hamu.
Kazanocb UM KaKMMKU-TO CUTaMM yaaBaNoCh AepkaTb KpoHoca Ha 6e30nacHOM PacCTOSHUMN.

OpAaHakKo AepeBbs BCE paBHO NPOAO0AXKAAM NadaThb, U [KelMMc He pa3 OTTaZIkMBa/l MEHS 3a 0110
CEeKYyH/bl 10 TOTO, Kak Ay6 WU KNeH, ynpaBaseMble BCE TEM Ke TYMaHOM, MOT/IM Pa3MO3XKUTb MHe
ronosy.

fl He 3Hana, Kak OONTO Mbl 6exKanu, HO JIeTKUe yXe ropenu orHem. Ham ypasasnochb
nepefoxHyTb NoA, AepPeBbAMM, HO KaxKAbl pas3, KaK A ornagbiBanacb Hasaz, KpoHOC, Kasasochb,
npubaunxkanca scé bamxke.

Al NOHMManNa, YTo Mbl He moriu 6eXKaTb BeYHo, M 4To [Kelimc 1 ABa He CMOTYT yAeprKMUBaTb
KpoHoca goctaTtoyHo AoAaro, 4ytobbl yaanocbk aobpatbea Ao lMNepcedoHbl. N aaxke ecnam mbl Hangem
ee... pa3Be OHa CMOXET CPas3uTbCA C OAHUM U3 TUTaHOB?

Jlec BOKpYr CMeHUACA NYCTbIHEN, U WAHC Ha cnaceHue 6bi1 YHUUTOXKEH. Mbl He Moran 6exkaTb u
Cpar*kaTbCs C HUM BEYHO. bbifio ficHO, YTo KpoHOoC XxoTen nib oAHOro.

MeHs.

Kaxkpoe ynasliee aepeBo He 6bi10 HaueneHo Ha [xelmca unm ABy; OHU BblAM HaUeNeHbl Ha
meHs. MepBoe ynano Tyaa, rae cugena a. A nocne ncyesHoBeHUsA FeHpuU 1 ero 6paTbeB U3 TPOHHOTO
3a/1a, TYMaH Bblbpan B Ka4ecTBe Leanm UMEHHO MeHA.

BblfIo TAXKeNo cTynaTtb MO ropsvyemy MecKky, a B Hebe cuNbHO Mpunekano conHue. A 6bina TaK
M3MOTaHa, 4YTO eCAM HOrM NoAKocATca M s ynagy, To KpoHoc ybbeT meHsA. EAMHCTBEHHOE
NPEenMyLLLECTBO, KOTOPOE Y MeHA 6bl10, — 3TO cAeNaTb TO, YErO OH He OXKuaan.

Al 3apbliacb NATKAMK B MECOK, W BblAepHYa PYKY M3 XBaTKu [xKelmca. NoTepsaB paBHoBecue,
OH ynan Ha KOJIeHW, 1 A NOCMEeLHO OTOoLW/1a OT Hero.

— KpoHoc! — 3aKpuuana s, CToA Ha NecyaHoOM AloHe B ABaguaTv warax ot [Axkelimca. ABa
nomorasna eMmy NogHATbCA Ha HOTW, U 06a CMOTPEIN Ha MEHS, KaK Ha CyMacLueALuyto.

BO3MOKHO MMEHHO eto A 1 bbla. Bo3aMoXHO, A morna ymepeTtb. Ho ecnm s HU4Yero He caenato,
TO Mbl BCE YMPEM, NO3TOMY CTOMAO NonNbITaTbcA. Begb Henb3a yberatb oT TUTaHa BEYHO.

Korga TymaH Hayan 3amepgnsaTtbCA, OH CTan rywe, 6yaro cobupaa Bce CBOM 4YacTU BOEAMHO.
MpULLYPMBLLIMCL NPOTMB COJIHLA, MHE MOKa3as0Cb, YTO A yBUAENa O4YepTaHUsA, MOXOXKMUEe Ha Nuuo,
OZIHAaKO UCXOAMBLLMI OT MECKa *Kap C/ULLIKOM CUIbHO MCKaXKa BCE BOKPYT.

— Tbl 3Haellb, KTO 5, — Ha4yana roBOPUTb A, CTapasacb 3By4aTb YBEPEHHO, @ HE UCMYraHHO. — A 5
3Halo, KTO Tbl, MO3TOMY AaBan 6amxKe K geny. Tbl He MOKellb YOUTb MeHs... UIn 11boro 13 Hac.

310 6blNa Aep3Kasa N0Xb, HO MHE MOKa3asocb, YTO OH 3aAymascs Hajg MOMMM cnoBamu. f
yC/billana TOT e CTPaHHbIM FPOXOT, YTO U B CBOEM BUAeHUU. OH 3XOM pasHeccsi MO NyCTbIHE, U 5
OCTPO 0CO3Hana TOT GaKT, YTO Mbl HAXOAUAUCL B OTPOMHON Nellepe, a He noJ beckpaiHUM Hebom.
Ecnn 6bl A Mmorna B3neTeTb, TO PaHO WM NO3A4HO KOCHY/1acb Obl NOTO/IKa Nellepbl.
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— Mbl Hy)XHbl Tebe. — Mou cnoBa noxoamnm Ha cnosa Kannuonbl, NO3TOMY MHe TyT e
3axoTesniocb 3abpaTb UX Ha3agd, 0AHAKO OHU OblIN eAMHCTBEHHbIM CNOCOOOM OCTaHOBUTL KpoHoca oT
Hawero ybuictBa pagu Becenbs. Kananmona xotena mMoen cMepTu, a OH XxoTes, 4tobbl Kannuona
OTKpblna BopoTa. Ho...

OHa He 3Hana, Kak 3To caenatb.

fl noyyBCTBOBA/a NPUANB YBEPEHHOCTU. — Kannnona He 3HaeT, Kak OTKPbITb BOPOTA. A A 3Halo.

Mor nn KpoHoc, Kak 1 F'epHu, OTAMYNTb NpaBay OT MKU? TymaH CTan measeHHO NpubamkaTtbea
KO MHe, NMOKa He KOCHY/ICA KOHYMKOB BOJIOC. BMecTo Toro, 4tobbl HAHECTUN yaap, OH OKPYKUA MeHS,
3aTMKB cob60t0 conHue 1 ronyboe Hebo.

Al yyBCTBOBaNa rOJIOBOKPYXKEHWE, HO He Mmorsia cebe MN03BO/IUTb CABUHYTbLCA C MecCTa.
MpPUKOCHOBEHME K HEMYy HECOMHEHHO O3Ha4yano 6bl Xrydyyio 6onb, a A Gosnbwe He morna ee
BblIHOCUTb. OcobeHHo Korga Ao MepcedoHbl ewe natT U natu. A gosxKHa bblna caenatb 370. 3T0 6biN
MOW e AUHCTBEHHbIN WaHC. M eANHCTBEHHbIN LLAHC COBETA.

— Ecam oTnycTub MeHA U MOUX ApYy3€ein, TO Mbl MOMOXKEM Tebe, — NPoAo/IKUNa A, B3bIBas K
ocTaTKam cBoen cmenoctn. — Korga gobepemca A0 newlepbl, Tbl OTAYCTULLb OCTasbHbIX. OHM Bce
paBHO He cmoryT npoTmBocToaTb Tebe 6e3 Kannuonbl. MoTom s OTKpOK BOpOTa, U Tbl Byaellb
cBobogeH.

MonyaHue. Hu rpoxoTa, HU cmexa, Huyero. MNoyyBCTBOBaB LLENECT B BOOCAX, A 3a*KMypPUach.
OH gan MHe NPOCTPAHCTBO TOJIbKO A/151 BAOXOB M BblA0XOB.

— Ecnn ybbewb meHA, TO OTKPbITb WX CMOMET TOo/MbKOo [eHpu, — cKasana f, U ronoc
Hagnomuncsa. — OH cKopee YHUYTOXKUT cebn, yem no3BoanuT Tebe yintu. A 3Hato, Yto Kansimona xoyet
ybUTb MEHA, M TaK Kak OHa He MOMKET caesiaTb 3TO cama, OHa ucrnonb3yeT Tebs, B 0OmeH Ha
obellaHne, KOTOpOe He B COCTOAHMM caeprkaTb. OHa He 3HaeT, KaK OTKPbITb BOpoTa. OHA He... OHa He
npasuT Mog3emMHbIM MUPOM. A Y MEHS eCTb TO, YTO OHa X0YeT HonbLle BCEro B *KU3HWU. Kak TONIbKO Thbl
ybbelb MeHs, OHa OCTaBUT Tebsa B TIOpbMe, a Apyrve 6orn cHoBa NoAYMHAT TebA. OcTaBb MeHA U
CEMbIO B ¥KMBbIX, M KNAHYCb, 1 0CBODOOXKY Tebs, Koraa mbl gobepemcs 4o newepbl. — A caenana naysy
W NPOrA0TMAA KOM B ropsie. — A — TBOW Ay4lwnMii BApuaHT. U Tbl 06 3TOM 3Haelwb.

Korga ryctoit TymaH NO/IHOCTbIO OKYTa/l MeHs, A MOrna b NPeAcTaBUTb, Kak FeHpu, nctekas
KPOBbIO, NEXUT B TOM Mnewjepe, a Hag HUM CBOMM AeBYa4YbMM BM3rom HacmexaeTca Kannvona. Mos
Mama 6e3 comHeHMs ToXKe Oblla 3axBavyeHa B nieH. Ecnm moit nnaH He cpaboTaeT, To A BCE noTepsto.

— Al 3Halo, YTO Takoe ogMHoYecTBo, — npolwenTana A. — OHO... He CPaABHUTCA C TBOMM, HO A
3Halo, KAKOBO 3TO — MOTEPATb BCEX, KOro Nt06MLWb. U TO, Kak NocTynuam c Tobon 60rn, — HeYecTHo.
Tbl HMYEro NAOXoro UM He caenan. Tbl 4an UM BCe, O YEM OHW TOJIbKO MOTIM MeyTaTb, a B OTBET OHU
3anepnu Teba Ha BEYHOCTb B THOPbME. ITO He YeCTHO. Tbl MeeLlb NPaBo bbiTb CBOOOAHbBIM.

MeHa Hanyrano To, C KaKoW NerkocTblo BbIWAW CNOBa, OyATO 5 B HUX Bepuia. Bo3aMoXKHO, KaKas-
TO YacTb MeHA AeNCTBUTENbHO Bepuna. He To ytobbl KpoHOC 3acny»Kunsan cBob6oabl, HO A MOHMMana
yepes YTo emy NpPULLIOCL NPonTU. A TaKk bosinack ObiTb 0A4HOW, YTO OTAaNa NOJIOBUHY CBOEN BEYHOCTU
pajM WaHCca He O0CTaBaTbCA B OAMHOYECTBE.

— [Mo3Bonb nomoyb Tebe. — Cepaue Hayano yyaweHHO OUTbCA, Korga BO3AyXa YXKe He
xBaTano. — lMpouwy. A xo4y NOMOYb. M BOSMOKHO... BO3MOXHO 3TUM Mbl MOMOKEM APYT APYrY.

Bo3gyx cTan o4yeHb XONOAHLIM, U BCE TENNO MyCTbIHW Mcye3no. A 3agporkana, U eaBa Morna
ABUraTbCsi, HO MHe 3TOro XBaTano. TymaH KOCHY/ICA MOeln ronoi Koxu. OH OKasanca X0/N04HbIM U
LwenKkoBUCTbIM. M ropasgo 6onee TBepabiM, Yem s 0kuaana. OH Obin NOXOXK Ha Nepbs, UK CHeT.

M OH He Hanan Ha MeHs.

BMecTo 3TOro oH CTan HeXHO NacKkaTb MO0 LLEKY, U B 3TOM NPUKOCHOBEHMM A MOYYBCTBOBAA
cuny, Kotopasa Oblna 3a npegenamm moero BoobparkeHua. OHa He Oblna MOXOXKa Ha Ty, 4TO
ncnonbzoBanu FeHpu u gpyrue, 4tTobbl NPOorHatb KpoHoca. Ee molb Henb3a 6bl10 M3MEPUTb; OHA
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byaTo 6blna OTOXKAECTBAEHWEM BCEW BCENIEHHOW, CXKATOW B OAHOM 3aBMTKE TymaHa. 1o KpaliHel
Mmepe A NoHANa, noYyemy Bce ero 60samChb.

Ero KacaHue gnmnocb He 6osblue CEKyHAbl, U He ycrnena A OTKPbITb [/1a3a, KaK OH YyXKe ylen.
MeHs Havyano nowaTblBaTb, KOrAa NPULLNO OCO3HAHME TONbKO YTO NPOM3OLIEALEro, U HECMOTPSA Ha
obxuratowee conHue, Koxa byaTo NoKpblaack AbAoM. Al ynana Ha PyKM M KONEeHM, a rpybblit necok
CTan uapanatb NagoHU. Ho mHe 6bin10 nnesaThb.

OH nowagnn mehs.

* %k %

ABa 1 [I)KeMc B 04HO MIHOBEHWE OKa3a/IMCb PSAOM CO MHON. ABa ynana Ha KOJIEHW, NOAHAB
06naKo necka, a [I>Kelmc CKNOHMACA HaZo MHOM, U A NOYYBCTBOBaNA B AOVME OT CMMHbI ero pyky. OH
6yaTo 60A5cA, YTO O4HO €ro NPUKOCHOBEHMWE MPEBPATUT MEHA B Menen.

— Tbl }XMBa? — cnpocuna ABa, rnaaa Ha MeHA LMPOKO PACKPbLITbIMKU 1a3aMu, CIOBHO He Beps
B npoucxoasawee. OHa BLENuaacb B MO PYyKy TaK, byaTo 6blna AKOpPEM, YAEPKUBAIOWMM MEHs Ha
mecTe. [oxoxKe, Tak OHO U bblNo.

— Y10 npomsowno? — ckasan xenmc 3aboTanBbIM M 6ECNOKOMHbBIM FON0COM. [porKa, A
OTK/IOHW/IaCb Ha3ad, OAHAKO He MOr/ia B3rAHYTb HU Ha Hero, HM Ha ABy. A cosrana KpoHocy wu
noTepana BCAKYIO HaZexXay Ha To, Yto ABa M [Kelmc BblibepyTca OTTyAa KMBbIMU. A MOHATUS He
MMena Kak OTKPbITb BOPOTA, @ KOTAa CKaxy emy 06 aTom...

[o 3Toro He OOMAET, KaTeropnuyeckn nogymana A ocTaTKamMu MO3rOB, KOTOPbIE, MOXOXKeE, yiKe
[AaBHO npeBpaTUANCL B Xene. Al xoTa Obl BbiMrpana Ham Bpems. Beab morno cayuuTbea
HEnonpaBUMOE elLLle 10 TOro, Kak Mbl bbl J06panucb A0 BOPOT. Tenepb e y meHA 6b110 YyTb 6o/blie
BpemMeHMU, YTobbl NPpMAYMaTb KaKoM-TO NAaH.

— Bogbl, — yAanocb cKasaTb MHe. Bo pTy 6bina Ta e NyCTblHA, YTO W BOKpyr. [y6bl
NOTPECKaNINCb, @ MbILLLbI C KaXKAbIM ABUMKEHMEM KPUYaANKM B 3HAK npoTecTta. Ho A 6bina XuBa.

Al gpoxkana Tak, byaTo He 4YyBCTBOBasa Tenna rogamu. AxKemc M ABa NOAHANM MEHA WM
nomornn obpatbca K Hebonblwomy oasucy. OH BbIrA4eN TaKUM MAeasibHbIM, YTO ecim bbl A He
3Ha/1a, YTO 3TO YEWN-TO pali B BUAE NYCTbIHU, TO NoAyMana bbl, YTO 3TO MUPAK.

Mbl npeogonenn pacctoaHne A0 Hero bbicTpee, yem s oxugana. Mnu, BO3MOXKHO, Bpems
Tenepb AN MeHA W0 ObicTpee, Korga MOHAMA, YTO HET LaHCa BbibpaTbCca M3 MeLlepbl *KUBOW.
Jlydwee, Ha YTO A MOr/la HAAEATLCSA, 3TO YTO OCTa/bHble YAAYT A0 TOro, Kak KpOHOC CMOKET HaHecTH
yAaap.

OHM ycagunmM meHa nog NasibMOBOM POLLEN; A MPUCIOHUAACb K OAHON M3 NanbM, U 3aKpblia
rnasa. fl HeHaBuAena cBOto c/1abocTb. Beab ocTanbHble eaBa M YyBCTBOBaNAM 60/1b, NOKa 6OpPOAMUCH C
KpoHocom, a 51 ga*ke NnoroBopuTb C HAM HE MOTa, He OLLYyLLas UCTOLWEHMA.

— Pacckaxu, 4to npousowsno, — HanomHun [dxkekimc. OH pasnoman OAWMH KOKOC,
pa3bpbi3rMBas no Bcel pybalke MOJIOKO, HO emy 6bino nnesaTb. [apeHb 3ayepnHyn OoA4HOW w3
NOJIOBUHOK BOAY M NPOTAHYN MHe. fl B3A1a ee APOKALLMMM PYKaMM U CTana *KagHO NuTb.

Bo MHe pasnmMnacb BOCXMTUTENbHASA MPOXNaaa, M, AOMNWB BTOPYHO NOJIOBUHKY, A Cena U crana
paccmaTpuBaTb MOJly4eHHble TpaBMbl. Hora nyabcMpoBana, U Kpy»Kunnacb ronosa, Ho KpoHoc HU4Yero
MHe He caenan.  npoBena pyKol No Bosocam, B NOMNbITKax pacyecaTb TBOpPUBLUMIACA Becnopaaok, HO
TWeTHO. MNoaTomy A NopblNack B KApMaHe KypTKK, 4ToObl HANTK Pe3nHKY, 1 cobpaTb BONOCHI B XBOCT.

BMmecTo Hee, nanblbl HAWyMNa N YTO-TO LIENKOBUCTOE. HeT, He wenK. A UBETOYHbIA NenecTok.
B3gporHys, 5 BblyAnna ero n NoCMoTpesia Ha pa3apobaeHHbIN KenTbii LBeToK. OH Bbln ManeHbKUi, ¢
CEMbIO 33a0CTPEHHbIMWU nenectkamn. Mx KOHUYMKM Oblnn OKpaleHbl B ¢MONeToBbIN. LiBeToK cTan
MegNeHHO PaCcKpbIBaTbCA.

Al B *KM3HWM HMYero nogobHOro He BUAENA, HE FTOBOPSA Y¥Ke O TOM, YTOBbl COpBaTb M MOIOKNUTb B
KapmaH. LieToK 6yaTo 6bin uMBbiM. OH B MFTHOBEHME OKa CTaN LeNbHbIM, CO6paB pa3buTbie Yactu
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BOEAMHO, a ero cepAaueBMHa CBEPKana Kak Kanaa HekTapa. [pocTto HeBO3MOXKHO, YTOObI OH BbIPOC Ha
NOBEPXHOCTU 3eM/IN.

JOonKHO ObITb OH NOABMACA Y MEHSs B KapMmaHe, KOraa Mbl MPOXoaunu 4yepes oguH M3
3arpobHbIX MMpoB. Ho s coBana pykM B KapmaHbl, A0 TOro, Kak KpoHoc Hayan npecnenoBaTb Hac B
Nnecy, U Tam ero He 6b110. an A npocto He 3ameTuna? 310 6blN0 egUHCTBEHHbIM 06bsACHEHMeM. Mnu
A 6blNa CAULWKOM NOTPACEHHOMW, YTOObI MbICIUTL ACHO.

CyHyB ero obpaTHO paaom c UBeTKOM leHpu, A ManbLaMu pacyecasa BOJIOCbl, U APOKALLMM
ronocom cnpocmna: — Y7o Bbl 4BOE... YTO Bbl BUAENN?

ABa MOJIYa MpeanoxKnaa MHe APKO-PO30BYIO PE3UHKY, U A B3ana ee. — Kak KpoHoc nornotun
TebA.

— TymaH NosHOCTbIO OKyTan Tebs, — ckasan [Kelmc, U He peluancs nNpoao/ Kute. — Mbl
aymanu, 4to T1ebna 6onblue Her.

A cmoTpena Ha BOAY KPUCTAJIbHO YUCTOrO MpyAa, @ Ha MeEHA TNA4eN0 Moe OTpaxKeHue.
3ayepnHyB HEMHOrO BOAbI, CTaNa yMbIBATb CBOE rpAsHoe Anuo. fl 6bina cama He cBoA. — A ToXKe Tak
Aymana, — npobopmoTana A, oTTMpas rpasb.

— Ho nouyemy oH He yb6un T1eba? — cnpocunia Asa. [leByLiKa AeprKana B pyKax KOKOCOBbIN Opex,
a CEeKyHAy CnycTA B HEM MOABMIACb HEOHOBO-PO30BaA M30THyTaA CONOMUHKA. Korga oHa cpenana
rNOTOK, A YBMAENA, KaK MO 3aBUXPEHMAM NOAHMMANOCb MOJIOKO.

A oTBeTMNa He cpasy. MHe cnenoBano pacckasaTb nNpaBay, HO OHW He 6blan raynbimu. OHU
YBUAAT, Y4TO A 3aMnaaHMPOBANa, U €CAM Y3HAKOT, YTo A cobupanacb NoxKepTBoBaTb COBOM, TO TYT Ke
oTnpasAT 0b6paTHO BO ABOpEL.

A MHe bbl/I0 HY»KHO, 4TObbI [xKelmc Hawen MepcedoHy, U OH cAesiaeT 3TO TONbKO ecin byaer
YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET BEPHYTb MeHs AOMON. [1o3ToMy OcTaBanca AUWb OAMH BapuaHT. He roBopuTb
BCEl npasabl.

— [oToMy 4TO A CKa3asna emy, YTO OTKPOKO BOPOTA, EC/IN HE TPOHET Hac.

Lxenmc 3amep, a ABa BbIpOHMAA U3 PYK KOKOC. — YTO-4TO Tbl caenana?! — B3BM3rHya OHA. —
Tbl ¢ yma cowna? XoTb NOHUMAELLb, YTO 3TO 3HA4YMT? Ecnm He ocBob6oanLIb ero, To OH yobeT TebA. Tol
Beb 3Haellb 06 aTom, Aa?

A Tyno KmBHyna. — [ymar 3TO 3HAYMUT, YTO Tenmepb Yy Hac ecTb YyTb OO/blie BPEMEHMU
npuaymaTtb Apyroi nnaH.

ABa Hayana McnycKaTb Yepeny NPOKAATUI, U BCTana, WwWaras BoKpyr Heboabworo npyaa. — Ham
Henb3A ero oTnyckatb. Jlydwe nyctb yObeT Bcex Hac, YeM TO, YTO cAenaeT, Korga BbibepeTca Ha
NoOBEPXHOCTb. KelT, Tbl BeAb 3Haelb 3TO.

— KoHeuHo 3Hato, — orpbi3Hyfack A. — Ho 4To ewe mHe octaBanocb? OH xoTen ybuTb Hac, a
OCTa/ibHbl€ CANLIKOM 60ATCA, YTOObI NPUATU N MOMOYb.

— Hapo 6b1no cKkasaTtb 4To-TO Apyroe. Yto yrogHo. — JlMuo ABbl MOKPACHENO, N OHa CXana
PYKM B KyNnaku. fl HUKOrAa paHblue He BuAaena ee Takon 310M. — Tbl HE NMOHMMAELWb... HAM HeNb3A
OTNycKaTb ero. Henb3s.

— Hy n He bygem, — otBeTun [kenmc. OH KecTom npeanoxKmn ABe CecTb, U Ha MFHOBEHME
OHa 3amepna, 6yato 6pocada emy Bbi30B NPUHYAUTL €e cAenaTb 3TO, OAHAKO B UTOre ee njeymn
MOHMKAMU, U OHA cganacb. — Tbl NOCTYNUAA NPaBUAbHO, KelT. BbiMrpana Ham Bpems.

XoTa 6bl1 Ixkenmc noHsn. — Mpoctn, — obpaTunack A K ABe, 3akaTbiBad pykaBa. — fA He 3Hana,
yTO eLLe aenathb.

— [a Huyero, — npobopmoTana OHa, CHOBA CXBAaTUB KOKOC U CAENAB HEPELIUTENbHbINA FNOTOK.
— Bcé paBHO HeT gpyroro nnaHa.

— Ectb, — BO3pa3sun Okenmc. — Hantu MepcedoHy M BbIACHUTb HYXKHYIO MHPOopMauuto. KTo
MOeT MOMOUYb, TaK 3TO OHa.
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ABa cKopuMia rpMmacy, o4eBMAHO TaK ¥Ke, Kak M £, pafyacb, YTo cyabba 3TOro mmpa NexuT B
pykax MepcedpoHbl. — Mo KpalHel mepe He npuaetca HecnokouTbes, YTo KpoHoc nomelsaet
AobpaTbca Ao Hee.

— MMeHHo. A elle Mbl BCE paBHO He 3HaeMm, Kak OTKPbITb BOpOTa, No3ToMy obeuwaHue Kent
HUYero He 3HaumT. C 3TUM Kak-HMbyab pasbepémca. — [Kelmc ynblbHynca Ham, u ABa ToXe
OTBETUNA EMY Y/bIBGKOW, HO A CMOTPENa Ha CBOW PYKM.

KpoHOC C Ka)aoW MMHYTON CTAaHOBMACA BCE CUAbHEE, U HUKTO, Aaxe leHpu u YonTep, He
cMoryT nobeguTb TaKylo HeBeposTHy cuny. Ecnn oH 6yaeT npuaepKMBaTbCA Hallen CAENKU U
OTMNYCTUT OCTa/IbHbIX, TO MHE NPUAETCA OTKPbITb BOPOTA, BeAb A XOTena, YTobbl BCe, KOro s nbto,
6bIIN KUBDI.

OcTaBanocb nnwb yoeantb MepcedoHy cKa3aTb MHE, KaK 3TO cAenathb.

* %k %

HecKkonbKO 4acoB CMNycTs Mbl MOKUHYM 0a3nC, U pPewnnm caenatb Hebonbwon nepesan. Ces
nepeAoxXHyTb Ha ynaBLUee AepeBo, A HALWNA eLle OA4MH LBETOK. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH Obln LBeTa KBauku, U C
ronyboiMm NATHbIWKAaMK. [MoHavyany Ha BpeBHe HM4Yero He 6bl10, HO KaK TONbLKO A Cena Ha Hero,
Nanblibl HALLYNAAM LWENKOBUCTbIE IENECTKM.

CnoxHO Ha3BaTb 3TO COBMNAAEHMEM, HO KTO Obl CTan OCTaBAATb MHe 3TW noaapku? FeHpu? A
BLLENMACb 3@ 3Ty HageXay, HO OH bbin 6e3 co3HaHMA. BepoATHOCTb TOro, YTo 3TO OT Hero, 6bina
HeBeNuKa.

A notom mo# B3riag ynan Ha [xelimca, n 1 HaxMypuaach.

— YT10? — CKaszan OH, NPUCNOHUBLUUCH K gepesy. A NPOTAHYNA LBETOK, U OH BCKMHYN 6poBU. —
HeobblyHbIN. [ae Tbl Hawia ero?

— OH cam Hallen meHs, — CKasana A, Ho I)Kelimc paBHOAYLWHO NOXan nae4yamm, He 3aboTAcb O
KaKOM-TO Tam LBETKE, U A MOHANA, YTO NOAAPOK Obl/1 HE OT Hero.

Torpa ot l'eHpu. MeHs corpeBana 3Ta mbic/b. [Noxo¥e, YTO OH MOT BUAETb MEHA B NeLlepe, Uau
e BbIACHWA, YTO Mbl Aenann. BO3MOXKHO, OH MbITancs Tak CKa3aTb MHE, YTO 0406pseT Haw naaH no
nx cnaceHuto. Ho TonbKo NOTOMY, YUTO He 3Ha, YTO A Ha caMoM aesie cobupanach caenaTtb.

Mbl NPOAO/IKUAN CBOM MYTb, MOCTOSAHHO OFNAAbIBAsACH B CTpaxe yBnaeTb KpoHoca. Kaxablii pas,
KOorga OCTaHaB/MBA/INCb, i Hax0AMNA HOBbIM, XAYLWMA MeEHs LBETOK. A C TpeneTom Knaja ero B
KapMaH K pagy*KHOM nmanuTpe oCTanbHbIX, B 406ABOK K TOMY, 4YTO ObiN U3 AparoueHHbIX KamHel. Co
BPpeMeHeM HallM OCTaHOBKM MPOUCXOAUIN BCE pPEXKEe U peXke, U, HECMOTPA Ha OTCYTCTBME HOBbIX
LBETKOB, A XOTA Obl MeHbLUe YyBCTBOBA/1a YCTa/I0CTb, U ObI/IO Nerye NpoAoKaTb UATH.

fl He 3Hana, KaK 40/Ir0 Mbl LW, HO Ka3a/i0Cb, YTO Y¥Ke LLe/Iy0 BEYHOCTb, XOTA Ha CaMOM Aefie He
b6onblwe Hegenun. Hora c Kaxkabim warom 6onena, Ho nocteneHHo 60nb ywna Ha 3a4HWIA NAaH,
no3BoasAa B6MpaTb KPacoTbl U y*Kacbkl [logzemHoro mupa.

— Tbl yBEpEeH, YTO 3TO Camblii KOPOTKUIM NyTb? — MNOMHTepecoBanacb A y [Kehmca nocne
NPOX0OXAEHMA Yyepe3 ovyepesHON Kowmap. Ha 3TOT pa3 mbl BUAENN, KaK pebeHOK cropan 3a*KMBo, a
ero maTtb, NPMKOBaHHasA K 3emne, Habatoaana 3a 3TUM, NPoaoAKana 6ecnomMOoLLHO KpMYaTb O MOMOLLM.

— Botocb, YTO Aa, — OTBETMA OH, MOKA Mbl TaWMAUCL NO KPYTOM FPyHTOBOM aopore. — Haneto
TONbKO, YTO BCE NPOM30LIIO A0 3aBepLUEeHMA TBOeM KopoHauuMu. TaKk Tbl cmorna 6bl 4OCTaBUTb Hac B
HYHO€ MEeCTO 33 CYUTAHHbIE CEKYHADI.

— Cnacnbo, — npoBopyana A, xBaTasa C 3eMAM BETKY, YTOObl ONMPATbCA HA Hee, Kak Ha TPOCTb.
— W 6e3 1eba 3Hato.

— Cama cnpocunia, — OTBETUA OH, M OCTaBLYKCA YacTb AHA s 6onblie C HUM He
pa3rosapuvBana.

Tenepb, Korga onacHOCTb HanaaeHusa KpoHoca npaKTUYecKku mcyesna, A notpatuna 6onbluyio
4acTb BPEMEHM, NbITAaACb MOHATb, Kak nydwe ybeantb MepcedoHy He TONBKO MOMOYb HAaM, HO WM
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paccka3aTb MHe, KaK OTKpbITb BOpoTa 6e3 Begoma ABbl M [kelmca. l He xoTena TaKoOro ucxoaa
cobbITUIM, HO BEPOATHOCTb €ro Hbl/1a BbICOKA, MO3TOMY A HE MOF/1a ero UrHOpPUpPoBaTb. To, Kak KpoHoc
Kacanca MOEW LWEeKM B NYCTbIHE... €CIM OH AEUCTBUTENIbHO XOTe/N MOMO4Yb MHe B O0bMeH Ha cBoe
ocBoboXAeHNE, TO, BO3MOXHO, OH 6bl coriacuaca nomoub youte Kannvony. U yxe Torga coset mor
6bl BEpPHYTb €ro B 3aToyeHue. ITOT nnaH Obln HEHAAEXKHbIM, HO 3TO /lydlle, YeM He MMeTb NAaHa
BooblLe.

Yem 6auke mbl npubnuxkanucb K MNepcedoHe, TeM cuibHee 3aBA3biBanca y3en B rpyau. A
obaymana pecAatkm cnocobos ybeanTb ee MOMOYb, U OECATKM apryMeHTOB, KOTOpble A3aayT eW
MOHATb, HAaCKONbKO BCE cepbe3Ho. OgHaKo He OblIo rapaHTUKM, YTO CKa3aHHOro MHOM el byaer
A0CTaToYHO. MbITasack yoegutob NepcedoHy, A pUCKOBaia OTTO/IKHYTb €€ ele Aa/blue.

MoMMmaHHaA B NIOBYLUKY NEpeXuBaHUM U CTpecca M3-3a Npousolleallero, i Moa4a caywana
pa3rosopbl Jxemca u ABbl, U He BMeluMBanacb. MoMMMO pa3roBopoB O Moel caenke ¢ KpoHocom,
OHM FOBOPUAN O TOM, YTO Ceirdac aenanum octanbHble, n ybeann nm nx lnnaH, 4To BCE 3TO — nNycTan
TpaTa BpemeHu. ABa TBepauMna, YTo He ybeamn, a [xKeMmMc B 3TOM TaK yBepeH He Obla, No3ToMy UX
CNop CTAHOBW/ICA BCE ropaYyee, NOKa A NOHAMA, Y4TO 6oNblUe He MOTy 3TO CyLWaTb.

Korga Kasanocb, YTO Mbl HMKOTAa He OCTAHOBMMCA, @ OHW HUKOrAa He NPEeKpaTAT CNopuTb,
[KenmMmc BCKMHYN pyKy, M ABa 3amonyana. fl 3amepna, NOKa OH BrAAAbIBA/ICA B YTO-TO yepes ryLuy
OKpY»KaloLWMX HaC AepeBbEB.

— Y70 TaKoE? — ene CbIWHO CKa3ana Asa. [)KeMmc }KecToM CKasan NnogonTn K Hemy, 1 A cTana
Ha UbINOYKax o0b6xoguTb KOpHM aepeBbeB. OH CTOAN HA Kpakw MNOAAHbI C LBETaMM, M KOrga A
orfagenacb BOKPYr, TO 3ameTuna Hebo/blo AOMUK, U3 AbIMOXOAA KOTOPOro wesa Hebosblio
3aBMTOK gbiMa. [lomuKk 6bin caenaH M3 gpeBecuMHbl BMECTO KUpMNW4Ya, a ero cTeHbl 06BMBanu
BMHOrpaaHble N103bl. Kazanocb, 6yATO OH BbIPOC M3-M04 3eMIN.

— TaKoW Kpacuebli, — yCTano NpousHecna A. — Ho Ham HyKHo...

[Kelimc pyKoM NPUKPbIA MHE POT, U A Ha aBTOMATe IN3HyAa ee. Al Aenana To e camoe, Korga
MaMa, NoKa s 6bl1a MaNeHbKOM, NbITaNacb YTUXOMUPUTL MeHA. Ho ee pyku XoTa 6bl 6b1an YnCTbIMUK, A
He NMOKPbITbIMM rPA3blo Mog3emHoro mupa.

Al nomopLlmMnacb U CAAKOHYNA, HO MHE He XBaTWUNO BpPeMeHM oTpyraTb [Kekmca 33 TO, 4TO
nepebun meHs nogobHbiIm obpasom. BxoaHas ABepb AOMWMKA OTKPbINACb, U W3 HEro BbIWA
6/OHAMHKA C BbIOLWMMKUCA BOJIOCAMM, KOTOPasA BbIrAAENd NUWb Ha Mapy /AeT cTapwe meHs. OHa
6blna MUHMATIOPHOM, U HECMOTPSA Ha FPetoLLEE NIYT COMHLE, ee KOXKa bblna anebacTposom.

Psgom co mHol [xkelmc nogxKan rybbl, a ABa ¢ oTBpalleHMeM ObIpKHY/1a, Yero A He NOHANA.
[eBylWKa onycTuaacb Ha KONEHW PALOM C KNymboin y BXOA4HOM ABEpPU, M Hayana BblAeprusBaTtb
COPHAKM, HamneBaA PaAOCTHYHO MeceHKy. B Tom, Kak oOHa AaBuranacb, 6bln10 4YTO-TO TPEBOMKHO
3HAKOMOE, U KOrAa U3 JOMMKA Ha COIHEYHbIM CBET BblWeEN M3YMUTE/IbHOM KPAcoTbl MyXK4YMHA, Y4TOObI
NMOMOUYb €M1, A HaKoHeL, MoHANa.

— 370 Xe... — npowenTana a. [JyKenMc TAXKEN0 CINOTHYA, a Yy MeHA NepexsaTu/Io AblIXaHKe.

MNepcedoHa.
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I'/IABA 8. IIEPCE®OHA

OHa BbIrnagena Tak *Ke, Kak 1 Ha $OTO, C O4HMM NNLWb OTNYMEM: BONOCHI NOTEPANN MEAHbIN
OTTEHOK, W CTanu LBeTa NweHuubl. Mbl HAXOAWINUCH CIULWKOM AaNeKo, YTobbl pa3rnaaeTb BECHYLLIKM,
HO A 6blNa yBEPEHA, YTO OHU Ha MecTe. [eHpU OTIMYHO 3aNOMHWA BeCb ee 0bpas.

KoHeuHo Xe. [lpyroro A v He oXugana.

— Y710 pganbwe? — A caenana rnybokunin BAox, YTobbl yCnoKouTb BbICTpO bbloweecsa cepaLe.
Y3en B rpyau He f[aBan CNoKOMHO AplwaTtb. — [loctoMm M noHabawogaem, wav nongem
nosgoposaemca?

Oxxenmc He oTtBeTun. OH rnagen Ha MNepcedoHy LWMPOKO PACKPLITBIMKU F1a3amu, U Aaxe He
Mmopran. fl comHeBanacb, YTO OH BoobLLe Ablwan. [lBUHYA ero B Nae4Y0, HO OH NPOCTO OTMAXHY/CA.

— [la uyto npouncxoant? — cnpocuna Ay Asbl. OHa TOXKe B OTKPbITYIO NANAACL, HO BblparkeHne
M@ 6blNI0 TaKMM e, KaK Korga oHa cmoTpena Ha [unaHa. nn Kcanaepa. Mam Teo.

— Al nouT 3abblna HAaCKONIbKO OH MpeKpaceH, — npousHecna oHa. — HyXHo caenatb ero
OZHWM M3 Hac.

Al He cTana cnopuTb, HO [KEeMMC U34an CTPaHHbIN 3BYK, MOXOXWUI Ha pblK. — YT0ObI BOKpYr
6eran ewe oanH camoBobNEeHHbIN 6aoHAMH? HeT vk, cnacubo.

ABa xoTena Bo3pasuTb, HO A nepebuna ee: — [la Bbl Bce Takne. Mbl naem uam Het?

CpoenaB obuxkeHHoe nuuo, dxxenmc otopsan B3riag oT epcedoHbl, HO HM OH, HUM ABa He
CAENANN HU Wwary B CTOPOHY AOMMKA. PbIPKHYB, 5 BbILWAA U3 TEHM AEPEBLEB U NMOLAA Yepe3 NOAHY,
obxoan KaxkAabii uBeToK. He xoTenocb HacnaTb Ha cebna rHeB epcedoHbl elle A0 TOro, Kak ycnew
BbIMO/IBUTb XOTb C/10BO.

MepcedoHa, AOMKHO ObITb, 3aMeTUIA MEHA, MOTOMY YTO CTana B OOOPOHUTENbHYIO NO3ULNIO
nepes CBOMM MYXXYMHOW — o4vyeBUAHO, AgoHucom. BnonHe ymectHo. OH BbIrnagen Tak, CIOBHO
BbILIEN M3 KaKoro-Hnbyap ¢duabma. Ero gavMHHble BOMOCHI KacasMCb NJied, a npecc BorHan 6ol B
Kpacky aaxe FeHpu. MHe 6bino Taxeno chokycmpoBaTtbca Ha MNepcedoHe, Koraa oH ctoan pagom. U
NoKa A Aymana, YTo CKaszaTb, BO PTy Nepecoxso. A He XxoTena BbIrNAAeTb AYPOUKOM Nepes HUM, HO B
TO K& Bpemsa 4YyBCTBOBA/Ia BMHY 3a TO, YTO MEHA TaK B/IEK/NO K 3TOMy MyxKuuHe. Ecam MepcedoHa
6blna HaMno/MI0BUHY TaKoM e NOBEPXHOCTHOM, Kak ABa, TO A NO KpalHen mepe NMoHsMa, NoYemy OHa
ywna ot leHpw.

fl KOCHyNacb LBETKOB B KapMaHe. CeMyac He BpeMA MbICAUTb, KaK OHa Koraa-To.

— Kr0 TbI? — TpeboBaTenbHO cnpocmaa AeByLKa. YAUBUBLUUCL PE3KMM HOTKaM B ee ronoce, A
nepesBena Ha Hee B3rnAg4, HO YTO elle A OXugana ycnblwatb? Nam et Hy*KHO 6bl10 NO6UTL MeHsA
copHskammn? OHa 6onblue He 6blna 6ornHen.

— Al KeiT, — oTBETUNA A, BbICTAaBUB PYKU BMepea, Npexae Yem cAenaTtb elle 0AuH war. — Kent
BuHTepc.

BbipaxkeHue ee nvua He cmAardymnocb. Ecam mama m nocewana MepcedoHy, TO ABHO ABaALATb
NeT Ha3aj, UM XKe OHa NPOCTO He YNOMAHYANA, YTo y MepcedoHbl ecTb cecTpa. BnonHe cnpaseaivso.
MHe OoHa ToXe O Hel He CKasana.

Mo3aau cebs a ycnblwana warn, n Asa ¢ xxemmcom oKasanucb pagom. daxe ecnm MepcedoHa
He 3Ha/la MeHA, OHa 0YEeBUAHO NOMHMU/A UX, CYAA NO TOMY, KaK Yy Hee OTBMC/IA YeNoCTb.

— lepmec? — LWOKMPOBAHO MpPOM3HEC/Aa OHa, W, Cy3MB rnasa, gobasuna: — U Adpoauta.
MNoBe3sno *e. Y10 Nnponcxognt?

[xxenmc cTan pagom co MHOM U MONOXKUA PYKY Ha Nae4vo. ABa pelunaa octaTbCca No3aan Hac, HO
A ee He BUHUNA. KaKaa 6bl Bparkaa HKM bblna mexay Helt u MepcedpoHom, BTopaa ABHO He 3abblna o
npoLom.

— MNepcedoHa, — ckazan [Jxenmc 1 HONOPHO er KNBHYA. — [laBHO He BUAENUCD.
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— HepoctatouyHo pgonro, — oOTBeTUNA AeByLWKa, U B3Ana AQOHWCa 33 PyKy. M3-3a cuabHOM
XBaTKM ee KOCTALKM nobenenn. — Yto Bam Hy»KHO?

Huuyero ocobeHHoro. MpocTo 4TObbl OHa 6pocuna CBOEro MAeasbHOrO NAPHA M 3arpobHyto
M3Hb, M MOMOrNa HamM TPOMM HAWTUM CaMoOe MOryLLeCTBEHHOe cO34aHue BO BCeneHHon. WU,
BO3MOHO, 0CBO6OAUTb €r0, €CIM OHA HE C/IMLLIKOM BO3paKaeT. fl CrNOTHY/A U OTKpPbI/IA POT, YTOObI
OTBETUTb, HO BMECTO MeHA 3TO caenan [xemmc.

— KpoHoc npocHynca.

MNepcedoHa nobnegHena. — Kak?

— lepa nomorna, — oTBeTUN [KeMc, U AeBYLLIKa Haxmypuaacb. — 3To goaras uctopua. Ham
HY»Ha TBOA MOMOLLb.

MepcedoHa C onacko MOCMOTPeNa Ha Hac; HO Ha MHe ee B3IMAf4 3aZeprKanca Aonblie
ocTanbHbIX. — Kak A mory nomoub? f Beab 60/blle He 6OrmHs.

Oxenmc B3g0xHYN. — MOXKHO Ham BONTU?

OHa Hanpsarnacb, M Korga ALOHWUC B 3HAK 3aWMTbl O6HAN ee, MeHA NPOH3MAA 3aBUCTb. KakoBo
66110 6bl OLLYTUTL 3TW PYKK Ha cebe?

HeT. Y meHs ecTb leHpn. BO3MOXKHO ceryac y Hac He camblii MPOCTOM Nepuos, HO OH MO MY3K.
A nobnto ero. K1o ewe cmor 6bl NOAHATL MHE HAacTPOEHME NPOCTO 3ahaA B KOMHATY? MHe He HyXeH
ApoHuc.

Ho KakafA-To 4yacTb MeHA xoTena ero. Ml o4eHb, O4eHb CUNBHO.

— Bcé B nopaake, — CKasan oH, Kacadacb HOCcom M3rnba ee wen. — MeHsa 6onblue HUKTO He
CMOMXKET PaHUTb.

Al He 3Hana, mor M KpoHOC HanacTb Ha MepPTBbIX TaK, KaK Ha Hac, HO 3TO HE MMEe/I0 3HAYEHMUA.
Ecnn KpoHoc byaeT npuaepunBaTbCa Halen CAENKN, Mbl HE YBUAMM €ro, Noka He byaem rotosbl. He
CaMbIi HAAEXHbIW NN1aH, HO NyYLUe, YEM HUYEro.

— K10 0Ha? — cnpocuna MNMepcedoHa, KMBasA B MOKO CTOPOHY.

Oxxenmc npeaynpexxgatowle NOCMOTPEN Ha MEHA, HO A BbllWna BNepén, u oTBeTuia BMecTo
Hero:

— [eHpu xoTen ncyesHyTb M3-3a Teba, — ckazana A ¢ 6onblien 310CTblo, Yem xoTena. — OH He
MoOT NpaBuTb Moa3eMHbIM MUPOM B OAMHOYKY, NOSTOMY A BbILIAA 33 HETO 3aMYXK.

MepcedoHa ycTaBuaacb Ha MeHA TaK, OyaTo morna BMAETb HACKBO3b. ITO HEPBMPOBANO,
OZIHAKO A YNOPHO CTOANA C BbICOKO NOAHATOM ro/10BOM M He OTBOAMAA OT Hee B3rnAa4a, OTKa3blBasACh
0aTb el 3arnaHyTb rnybrke. Ee y»Ke 1 Tak XBaTaNo B MOEWN KU3HMU.

Mocne AAnTeNnbHOM Naysbl, OHA NOBEPHYNACh B CTOPOHY ABEPU M KMBHY/A CNefoBaTb 3a HeM.
ABa HEOXOTHO nonnenacb cnegom, a Jxenmc bpocmn Ha MmeHsA B3riaL, KOTOPbLIN A MPOUTHOPMPOBaAna.

Y6paHCTBO OAHOKOMHATHOrO AOMMKA OKa3asoCb YylOTHee, Yyem A npepactasnana. C notonka
CBMCAN0 MHOXECTBO PA3HOBMAHbIX LLBETOB, OT/IMYALOLWMXCA APYT OT Apyra CEMENCTBOM U OKPACKOM, n
A cpa3y novyBcTBOBasMa ceba Kak Aoma. BAOXHYB Mx HebGeCHbI apomaT, HanpsKeHue, LapusLlee B
BO3JyXe, TYT e yneTyunnocb. Toraa ewe, 8 Hoto-Mlopke, MoA mama no 3akasy Jenana M3biCKaHHble
OyKeTbl Ha pasNNyYHble MEPONPUATUA B TOPOAE, U K TOMY BPEMEHMW, KaK MHE UCMOJHUNOCL AECATb,
Aenbubl 3aNNaTUAM el OFPOMHYI0 CYMMY 33 OpraHM3auuMio O4HOro U3 TakMx meponpuatnin. Ewe go
TOro, Kak A CTana A0CTaTOYHO B3POC/a0ON, YToObl NOMOraTb e B BuAeHUn 6usHeca, oHa 3abonena, u
nocne BTOPOro Kypca XMMWUOTEpPANUU en MNPULLIOCb 3aKpbITb cBOe Aeno. loxoxke, 4To paK He
nomewian em HayunTb Bcemy MNepcedoHy.

MepcedoHa XecTom npegnoxuna cectb Ha cBoboaHOE MeCcTo 3a CTO/IOM, HO M3 Hac TPOMUX
cornacmnaca Tonbko Jxkenmc. A pewmnna ctatb BO3Ne Hero, CTapasacb He cMOTpeTb Ha AgoHuca, a Asa
3amellKanacb y BXOAHOW ABepwu.
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— CKONbKO Tbl yKe npasuwb MNoasemHbiM MUpom? — nouHTepecoBanacb MNepcedoHa. OHa
CTOSINA B LLEHTPE KOMHaTbl W, MOAKaB rybbl, cMoTpena Ha meHA. MHe 6bl10 HECNOKOMHO, HO NAOCOM
6b1710 TO, YTO OHa XOTA Hbl BNYCTUAA HAC.

— [oKa HUCKONbKO, — 0TBEeTMNA A. — Mbl ¢ TeHpU NOXKEHWUIUCH LWEeCTb MecALEeB Hasag,. JleTom
MeHsi He 6bl10, a KpoHOC Hayan aTaky B AeHb KOPOHaLMM, NO3TOMY Mbl HE CMOF/IM 33aKOHYUTb

LLePEMOHMIO.
MepcedoHa XMbIKHYNA, U NpULLypunack. — Moyemy Tbl 30BeLb ero FreHpu?
A MOprHyna, oXMAasa Takoro BOMPOCAa B NOC/eLHIOK oyepeab. — HaBepHoe, Mo Tem e

NPUYMHAM, NO KOTOPbIM Tbl 30BELWWb ero Ang,. OH CKasan, YTo 3TO ero MMA.

— lpeyeckne nmeHa y»e He B moae, — NOACHUAN [xenmc. — 3eBC peLmnn, YTo Ham He CToUT
npuBAeKaTb K cebe BHMMaHMe nocne nageHuns Pvma, NoaTomy NpULINOCL afanTMpoBaTbcA. Tenepb
MmeHs 30ByT xenmc. A Appoanty — ABa. l'epa oTKasasnacb 6paTb He rpeyeckoe MMSA... NO3TOMY OHa
pewmnna ctatb Kannmonoi, B 4ecTb cBoein nt0O6MMOI My3bl. XOTA €e MMA He TaKoe He3aMeTHOoe, KaK
HaLu.

MNepcedoHa monuya cnaywana. AJoHWUC CTan PsSAOM C Hel M OOHsN 33 Tasulo, HO OHa He
ABUHYNacb ¢ MecTa. MHe CTpaLlHO XOTeN0Cb CKa3aTb el napy rpybbix CNoB, NO3TOMY fi CTUCHYNA 3y6bl
M CTapanacb He BbINANNTb YTO-TO COBEPLUEHHO HEYMECTHOE.

— lNoxoxke, YTO MUP KUBET CBOEM XKM3HbIO 6e3 MeHA, — CKa3ana OHa, Npe3puUTeNbHO GbIPKHYB.

— He yauBnanca tak, — otsetun Oxenmc. OH BbITAHYN HOrM Bnepes n cobpocun HOTUHKM.
MepcedoHa cmopLLmMna HOC, HO HMYEro He ckasana. — lMpowna yxKe Toicava neT. Ecam Tbl BepHeLwbCs,
TO BCE NOKaXKeTcA He3HAKOMbIM.

Ha MrHoBeHMe MHe MOKa3asiocb, YTO A YBUAENA BCMbILWKY COMANEHUA Ha ee /INLE, U XKUBOT
HENpUATHO CKPYTMNO. Hey)Kenn oHa NoHANA, YTO He NtobuT AZOHMCA TaK CU/bHO, Kak Aymana? YTo
ecnv Asa 6bina npasa, 1 MNepcedoHe OH yKe ycnen HacKy4nTb, U OHa XOTeNa HAaUTU KOro-To Apyroro?
Al He NOHMMana 3Toro, TONbKO eciv AZOHUC BblN UWb CUMMNATUYHBIM NYMKOM. OYeHb KPAcKBbIM
JIMYUKOM, HO BCE Ke.

Y meHA He 6bl10 MHOrO BpemeHu nogymatb 06 stom. lMNepcedoHa noBepHynacb KO MHe U
nocmoTpena Nbamcto-ronybbimmn rnazamu. — To ecTb, OH Bbibpan Teba cpeam MUANNOHOB NHOAEN. ..

— Munnnappgos, — nonpasun xenmc. — NpoLno MHOro BpeMeHM.

MNepcedoHa Haxmypunacb. — He cTonb BaxKHO. [oyemy MMEHHO Tbi?

YacTb meHs xoTena m3beratb 3TOro BONPOCa Kak MOXKHO A0/blie, HO eCIN OHA YXKe Cnpocuna,
TO MHe C/1e40Bano OTBETUTb, BeAb YECTHOCTb MOMOMKET YBE/IMUYUTDL LIAHCHI Ha TO, YTO OHA COrNAcUTCA
nomoyb Ham. Ecnn et AenCTBUTENbHO HACKyuymn ALOHWUC, TO BO3MOXKHO Ham MoBe3eT, U OHa
BOCNO/Nb3YeTCA LWAHCOM HAaWTK KOro-To Apyroro. B ntobom cnyyae, n10xb UAM COKpbITUE MHGOPMaL MK
Aeny He NOMOryT.

— Al He nepBaA. 3a npolweauee CToNETUE UCMBITAHMA NPOXOANAN eLle OANHHAALATL AEBYLUEK.
Kannuona ybuna nx Bcex ewe A0 Ha4Yana UCMbITaHUN, U...

— lepa 6bl HUKOrAa 3TOro He caenana, — nepebuna NepcedoHa. — Bo3moxkHO, 3To 6bin 3eBC,
HO...

— OHa Bntob6neHa B eHpu, — cKasana A. — locne Toro, Kak Tbl YW, OHa AyMana, 4To y Hee
noABMACA WaHc. Ho oH He 3axoTen 6bITb C HeW, NO3TOMY OHa ybunna Bcex CBOMX KOHKYPEHTOK.

MNepcedoHa PpbipKHYNa. — Ho Tbl e BbIXKMAA. [JONMKHO 6bITb, Tbl 0cO6eHHaA. [0ToBa NoCnopuTb,
yto MeHpu Tebe pyuKkuM Lenyer.

MoeT OT TOro, Kak OHa MpPOM3Hecna ero MMsaA, UaM U3-3a CapKasma, KOTOpbIM Co4uacA ee
ro/loc, HO BHYTPM MEHA YTO-TO C/IOMANOCb. A He Bepuna cBoMM ywam. A He cobupanacb Becb AeHb
06DBACHATbL €M Hally CMTyaLMio, KOrAa OHa AaKe He caylwana. A HUKoraa He nonMmy nodemy FeHpu Tak
cunbHo Ntobun ee. Ecnn oHa He Mor1a NPOABUTb S1IEMEHTAPHOW BEKIMBOCTU, TO U A HE CTaHY.
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— OH €O MHOM TO/IbKO NOTOMY, YTO A TBOA CeCTpa, — ropaYo oTBeTuna A. — [AuaHa... JemeTpa
— MoAa maTb. OHa pelmnna, YTo A CTaHy nNocaeaHen MOMbITKOM B cnaceHuu FeHpu, MoTomy 4TO
4yyBCTBOBasa ceba YepTOBCKM BUHOBATOM 3a TBOM MOCTYMKU, U HE XOTeNa, YToObl M3-3a HEE OH McYes.
OH EHMNCA Ha MHe, NOTOMY YTO He Mor 6biTb ¢ To60M. Mo3ToMy A cTana 3anacHbIM BapWUAHTOM.
Cnacmnbo, 4TO TKHY/1la MEHSA B 3TO HOCOM.

CnoBa BbILWAK MpeXae, YeEM A MOT1a UX OCTAaHOBUTbL. HO cka3zaHHOro He BopoTUlb. Tem 6onee,
4yTO A roBopuna npasay. bbino Bbl ryNo OCTOPOXKHMYATL C HEM U NPUTBOPATLCA, YTO OHa HEe UMeeT
OTHOLLEHMA K MOEMY POXKAEHUIO.

Al 6blna porkaeHa, YToObl CTaTb €e HOBbIM BOMJIOWEHNEM; YTOObI CTaTb TOW, KEM OHa HE CMOorAa.
OpHako ceiyac, cTos nepen HeW, A NMOHANAQ, YTO HUKOrAa He 6yay noxoxkel Ha Hee. OHa 6blna
KpPacuBOM M rPaLMO3HOM, YTO YCTbIAMUT AaXKe CamMble NPeKpacHble LUBETbI, PacTyLllMe Ha /Iyre BOKPYr ee
[OMMWKA, HO B TO K€ BPEMS, OHa MOTINa PaHUTb TeX, KTO N10bun ee, paau cobCTBEHHOMO CYaCTbA.

Al He bbina MNepcedoHoi, N BNepBble, C TOrO BPEMEHWN KaKk rog, Hasag BctpeTtuna leHpu, s 6bina
pafa aTomy. fl 6bina eAMHCTBEHHOM, KTO, 3aX0TeB AZLOHNCA, MOT/1a CKa3aTb EMYy «HET».

KomHaTy 3anonHuMna npoH3uTenbHaa TUWKHA. [epcedoHa cmoTpena Ha MeHA [/1a3amu,
Hano/IHEHHbIMU YEeM-TO, YTO A He Morna pas3obpaTtb, HO A MOHMManNa, YTo B ee B3rnsfe He 6blo
HU4Yero xopoluero. Ei He HyXHO 6bl10 TOBOPUTL MHE YIATU, i CaMa pa3BepHyIach M BbIlNA 33 ABEPb.

Ha nyry pasrynsncs nerkuit BeTepok, 1 f, rnyboko B340XHYB, Y10BUAA 3anax ¢pesnun, ogHaKo
MHe yXe 6bl110 BCE paBHO. [HeB cBeN Ha HeT BCAKY cumnaTtuio MNepcedoHe; MHe cTano naesaTb, YTO
OHa 6blna Moel cecTpoit. Y MeHs HUKorda ee He 6bl10, U HET CMbICNa YTO-TMO0 MEHATbL TEMEPb.

Al ycnbiwana, Kak pacnaxHynacb BXoAHan ABepb, a NOCAe — YbMU-TO Waru, naywue 3a mHon. Ho
A He OCTaHaB/MBanNach.

— KeinTt, — no3sana Asa. — KeiT, ocTaHOBUCD.

Al y»ke noutn gobpanacb Tyaa, rae HauyMHaNCA Nec, Korga AeBylKa CXBaTUAA MeHA 3a pyKy. A
pa3BepHynacb, M XOTeNa HaKpMyaTb Ha Hee, HO C/10Ba 06Pa30BaIv KOM B ropJie.

— Tbl 3Haelb, YTO 3TO He NpaBAa, — MATKO CKasana oHa. — [eHpu KeHunca Ha Tebe He
noToMYy, YTO Tbl cecTpa MepcedoHbl.

Al cHoBa MonbITasiacb 3aroBOPUTb, HO BbilWE NULWb 3a4YLWEHHbIA BCX/INM, A LEKU ropenn ot
YHUXKEHUSA.

— OHa... OHa eAMHCTBEeHHAn NPUYMHA, NO KOTOPOM MHE Aanu LWaAHC, — A CMOTpesia Ha Hee
rnasamu, nNoaHbiMmu cnes. — J1iob6oBb HUKOrga He bblna YacTbio caenku. Bcé, uto A JomkHa bbina
caenatb — BbIATM 3@ HEro 3aMyXK — s caenana.

ABa 3aKN04MNA MeHA B 0O6BATUA, U A YTKHYNACb IMLLOM B €€ M/1e4yo, U30 BCeX CU/ CTapasAch He
pa3pblgatbea eue nyuie. O4HAKO NJOTMHA YXKe NpopBanacb, U A He MOrna OCTaHOBUTbCA. Hapyky
BbIPBa/IMCb BCE Te MEpeXuBaHMA U TPEBOrW, KOTOPble N CAEP!KMBANA C MOMEHTa npubbiTa B
Moa3eMHbI MUp. Bcxnvnbl HakaTbiBaZMCb HA MEHSA KaK BOJIHbl, Kpaas nociegHue Kanawm
[IOCTOMHCTBA.

Al He noanucbiBanacb Ha 3T0. He xoTena BCTPETUTb CBOK CECTPY U CTONIKHYTbCA ¢ 60/1e3HEeHHOoM
npaBAoi, KOTOPYI HEeCc/lo ee cylliecTBoBaHMe. A 6bina cyacTIMBa C MamMOM AayKke 3HaA, YTo OHa
60/1bHa, BeAb elle He NoHMMana, YTo A — BTOPON pebeHOK — 3amMeHa HeueanbHoM cecTpe. Tenepb
e, BCe ee HaZerAabl U OXWUAAHMA NIErIN TAXKUM TPY30OM Ha MOW MJIeYn, U MOA PEeLIMMOCTb
Ccnomanachb.

Al He xoTena, YTobbl MO BpaK Hbin MO 06A3aTENbCTBY UK AOrOBOPEHHOCTU. A Ntobuna MeHpu.
Bo3mOrKHO, 3TO 6blna He Ta 6eckoHeyHas N060Bb, O KOTOPOM MULIYT MO3Tbl U C/laraloT B MECHAX
MY3bIKaHTbl, HO OH CAe/la/l MeHA CU/ibHee, CYacT/IMBee, U NOHMMaHWE TOro, YTO OH — YacTb MOEeN
KU3HMW... MOMOINI0 CNacTU MeHA BO MHOMMX cmbicnax. Bcé xopolio, Korga oH psagom. Bcé peanbHo.
Mbl Mmoran 6bl cTaTb 60/bLWIMM, ec/in Bbl TOIBKO OH Aan MHe LWaHC. Ho BMecTo 3TOro oH pelmn
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AeprKaTb MEHA Ha PacCTOAHMM BbITAHYTON PYKM, U A cTpagana, NOHMMasA, YTO HeAOCTaTOYHO XOpoLua
ANnA ero otBeTHOM Nto68u. NMoHMMasn, uto 1 — He MepcedoHa.

MHe 3T1 MbIC/IN COBCEM HE HPaBUAUCD.

Al ycnblwana, Kak no3aam ABbl KTO-TO NPOYUCTUA FTOPNO, U NOAHAB rONOBY, CKBO3b NesieHy cnes,
yBugena Oxenmca.

— Bcé xopowo? — cnpocmn oH. TOH rosioca BblAaBan ero HexenaHue HaxoauTbes 34eck. Ho A
ero He BUHUNA. fl TOXKe He XoTena bbITb 34€eChb.

fl NnoKayana roso0BOM M LWMbIFTHYNAd HOCOM, BbITUpPAsi MOKpPOE /WNLO PyKaBOM cBUTepa. —
MpocTtute. A npocTo... He mory caenaTb 3TOro, ecav OHa NPOAOIKUT BECTU ceba Tak. MHe U TaK nJioxo
OT TOr0, YTO NPUXOAUTCA MPOCUTb €€ 0 NMOMOLLU. fl HE MOTY eLle M TepneTb ee NnoBeaeHMe.

— Tbl 1 cama He NogapoK, — ycablwana s ronoc MepcedoHbl nosaan Axenmca, U Hanparnace.
ABa cTana mexay Hamu. FoToBa NOKNACTLCA, A YCAbIWaNa ee WuneHue.

Jxxenmc BbICTaBWA pyKK, ByaTo 0XKMAanA, 4TO OHM HABPOCATCA APYr Ha ApYra UKW NOBbIPbIBAOT
BONOCbI. — [la XxBaTWUT BamM. Bcem Bam. HUKTO He xo4eT natn K KpoHocy, HO celyac Halu KenaHuA He
B NpuopuTeTe, BeAb B MPOTUBHOM Cay4ae OHWM ¢ Kananonoi BbiMrpatoT.

Al cTana paccmaTpuBaTb NoJsieBble LBETbl Y CBOMX HOr. OAMH M3 HUX A C/y4alHO pas3aaBuna
Kabnykom, Mo3TOMy OCTOPOXKHO ybpana Hory, 6yaTto 3To morno 6bl BEPHYTb €ro K U3HU. To/bKO
nocse TOro, Kak MeHA OXBaTWUNO pa3ovyapoBaHMe, A MOHANA, YTO ULy UBETOK eHpu. OH mor bbITb
PAAO0M CO MHOM Be3fe, KpOME 3TOro mecTa. Besae, TonbKo He pagom c MNepcedoHon.

MepcedoHa oTbpocuna pyky [xerimca B CTOPOHY M noaolina Ko mHe. — MHe »Kanb, — CKa3asa
OHa, ee ronoc 3XoM pasHecca no scemy nyry. — He 3a cBou €cnoBa, a 3a To, Yepes 4to Tebe npmwnocb
nponTn. xxenmc BCE 06bACHU.

Hy KoHeyHOo 06bacHMA. Tpyab C)Kanacb, Korga NOACTYNWa HOBas BOJIHA C/ie3, U A CXKana
YentocTb, YTobbl He 3annakaTb. — Bcé B nopaake. Tbl He AyMana, YTO TaK CAYYUTCS.

ABa nogowna KO MHe M B3Asia 3a pyKy. OT 3aToro s novyBcTBOBana cebs ewe OHonbwen
NaMoTKon. KpoHoC mor ybuTb Hac, a A paccTpomiach U3-3a TOro, C YeM MHE HUKTO He MOT NOMOYb.

— fl yBepeHa, YTo MamMa He xoTena nogobHoM KnsHu ans Tebsa, — npogonxkuna MepcedpoHa. —
OHa ycTpouna Haw ¢ Angom 6pak TONbKO paan MeHs U Moux MHTepecoB. OHa He BMHOBATa, YTO
HWUYEro He NoJy4MNoCh.

[a, He BMHOBATA, HO COMNACUTLCA C HEW BCAYX Ka3anoch rynbim.

Oxenmc 6ol npas. 3Ta 6opbba M peBHOCTb HMYero He ucnpasut. CenMyac HEBAXKHO, Kakue
YyBCTBA S UCMbITbIBA/la NO OTHOLWEHMUIO K MepcedoHe MM OHA KO MHe. BarKHO Nnlb OAHO: HYXKHO
YTO-TO caenatb ¢ KPOHOCOM M CNacTU OCTaNbHbIX.

MHe noTpeboBannch BCe OCTaBLUMECA KPYNULLbl CUAbl BOJIU, YTOObI MPOrIOTUTL FOPAO0CTb.

— MMoKanyncra, Ham Hy)XHa TBOSA MOMOLLb, — CKasana f. — f 3Halo, Tbl YXKe A0Aroe Bpems
¥KMBELLb CBOEMN M3HbIO, HO Mama, FeHpu U... YonTep... KpoHoc 1 Kannmona noxmuTuam BCO LLECTEPKY.
OHa nbITaeTcs BbIACHUTb KaK OTKPbITb BOPOTA, yaepKusatowme KpoHoca, Ho...

— Ho ut0? — cnpocuna MNepcedoHa. BarnsHys Ha Hee, A yBUAENA, YTO OT /IMLLA AEBYLLKN OTANNA
BCA KpaCKa, MU MHe CTasio HeMHoro ny4ywe. [laxke ecnan ee BbirHaAW M3 COBETA, OHA NPOAO/XKana
3a60TMTbCA 0 ero YneHax. — Kak e s Mory nomoyn?

— Tbl 3HaewWb, rae BpaTa, — OTBETUA [Kelmc.

MepcedoHa OTCTyNMANA Ha3ad, U PAAOM C HEN B TO e MrHoBeHue, ByaTo U3 BO3AyXa, OKasasca
ApoHuc. — XoTute, 4tobbl S OTBENA BAC TyAa? — HELOBEPYMBO CNPOCMAA OHA. — [IKeMmc, Tbl He
NPOCTO TaK HE MOMKelWb HalTU MX. ECTb NpUYMHA, MO KOTOPOM O MECTOHAXOXKAEHMM BPAT 3HAEM
TONbKO Mbl C AMgoM. XOTA AaxKe A He JONXKHA 3TOro 3HaTb... OH PAaCcCKasa TONIbKO Ha C/ly4an, ecim C
HUM YTO-HMOYAb CNy4YnUTCA.
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— OH y»e nonan B begy, — oteBeTMna A. — M ecan mbl He gobepemca TyAa paHblue, Yem
KpoHOC pewuT, 4To emy HACKyuyuno AepxkaTb MX, TO OH Anbo ybbeT ux, nnbo caenaet ewe 4To
noxye.

MNepcedoHa nokayana ronoBon, n ALOHUC CHOBA OOHAN ee, YTKHYBLUMCb /IULLOM B BO/IOCbI. —
Bbl npoaenanu Becb 3TOT NyTb TONbKO 4YTOObI CMPOCUTL MEHA OTBEAY /IM A BAaC Ha COOCTBEHHYIO
cMepTb? Bam Henb3s cpaxaTtbea ¢ KpoHocom. OH ybbeT Bac.

Al obmeHAnack ¢ [yKeliMcom B3rNAAaMM, U OH CNerka KUBHYA. — Mbl yXKe yCnean CTONKHYTbCA C
HUM, — oTBeTUNa A. — A Aymalo... A AyMato, YTO Tenepb OH OCTABMT HAC B MOKOe, NO KpanHen mepe,
noka He gobepemcsa 40 BOPOT.

— [Moka Bbl He pobepeTtechb f0 BOPOT? — nepecnpocuna MNepcedoHa, U A ycabllwana NAHUKY B
ee ronoce. — Y10 370 3HAUMUT?

— OH [0CTAaTOYHO NMPOCHY/CA, YTOObI MMETb BO3MOXKHOCTb YaCTUYHO BbIMTU M3 3aToveHuA. OH
MOXKET HanacTb TO/IbKO B npegenax TapTtapa, — nosacHun Mxenmc. — OH Hanan Ha ABopel Ao
OKOHYaHUA LLepeMoHMM KopoHaunmn Kent. UmeHHO Toraa 6patba NOrHaAMCh 3@ HUM.

— W oH cneann 3a Hamum Mo NyTM cloga, — fobasuna A. — Ho A 3aKN0UYUNA C HAM CLENKY, U He
Aymalo, YTO OH CHOBA Hanajer.

MepcedoHa cy3nna rnasa, Ho XxoTa 6bl HE CNPOCKAA, YTO 3a caeska. — TO ecTb, XO4ellb CKa3aTb,
YTO Bbl MPULLAK CHOAA, 3HASA, 33 BAMW FTOHUTCA YepTOB TUTAH, KeNaloLWNiA CBECTU CYETbl, M He CKasasa
MHe 06 3ToM B nepBsyto odepeab?! Bbl npuBenun ero NnpsAmo K Ham!

— MNocne Toro Kak KenT 3akntoumnna ¢ HAM CAENKY, OH He Hanaaan, — Bo3pasua [Axkemc. — Tol
B 6esonacHocTw.

MepcedoHa BbICKONb3HYA M3 PyK AQOHMUCA M Havyana pacxaxmBaTb. — Tbl YTO, HAMEPEHHO 3TO
caenana? Ecam A nonay ¢ BamMu, OH MEHA YHUUTOXKUT. A eC/in He NoMAy, TO OH 3HAET, r4e HAX0XYCb, U
4YTO A eAMHCTBEHHaA, Kpome [eHpu, Mory HauWTu TapTap, TaK 4YTO MOKET BCe pPaBHO pewuTb
n36aBUTbCA OT MEHA.

— 3ayem bbl emy 3TO genatb? — orpbi3Hynack A. — OH x04eT OTKPbITb BOpPOTa, a Kannnona
MOHATUA HE UMeeT, KaK 3To Aenaetca. bes Hac y Hero HeT HM eAMHOrO LWaHca NOMYYUTb Keaemoe.
MoKa Tbl ¢ Hamu, Tbl B 6€30MacHOCTK.

MNepcedoHa Haxmypunacb M NocmoTpesa Ha AgoHuca, KOTOpbIM BCE 3TO Bpemsi mondan. OH

oboapsAtoLLe el KMBHYN, HO AeBYyLIKa eule 6onblue Haxmypunacb. — KnfHewbcA, YTO y Hero Het
NPUYKUH NpecnefoBaTb Hac?
— KelT roBopuT npasagy, — noarsepann Oxenmc. — Ecam 6bl KpoHoc xoTen ybutb Hac, To

caenan bbl 3TO yXKe AABHO.

Kasanocb, 4yto ero cnosa ybeaunu MepcedpoHy, U OHa HanpaBunacb Hasag K OOMUKY. —
Xopolo, — KpWKHyna oHa. AAOHUC nocnenoBan 3a AeBYLWKOW. — HO KAAHYCb, €C/IM CO MHOMU UK
AL0OHMCOM YTO-HUBYAb CAyUUTCA, f...

Ham He AoBenocb y3HaTb O TOM, YTO OHa CAesnlaeT, NOTOMY YTO OHa 3aKpbl/ia BXOAHYI ABepb
nepes Hocom AgoHuca. OaHako TOT He 3anportectoBan. HeyameutenbHo, yuto lNepcedoHe oyeHb
HPaBUAOCb 34eCb HaxoauTcsA. MapeHb CMUPUACA C ee HaTypPoA.

— OHa gymaeT Mbl noiaem 3a Heil? — ropayo npousHecna Asa. — Ecam Tak, To mbl 1 63 Hee
cnpaBuMmcs. Al HM Nepen Kem He cobupatocb yHUKaTbeA. OcobeHHo nepesa Hell.

— OHa ckasana, yto nonaet, — orBetun Axemc. — MoTtepnu.

MepcedoHa BbiwNa U3 AOMMKA YEpPEe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT. OHa A0CTAaTOYHO A0/FO Ha NpoLiaHue
uenosana AgoHuca, MOSTOMY A pellnna OTBEPHYTbCA U 4aTb UM HEMHOTO yeauHeHus. MHe oyeHb
XOTENOCb MMETb BO3MOMKHOCTb TaK KOraa-to nouenosatb leHpu, a ewe 6onbwe, 4ytobbl OH cam
3axoTen nouenoBan meHsa. Ho yem 6amke mbl nogdbupanmcb K KpoHocy, Tem MeHbLue 6bIN0 LWaHCOoB,
YTO 3TO CAYYMTCA.
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— Wpem, — nossana MNepcedoHa, 1 cTana npobupaTbca Yepes nyr, nepebpocns cBOM paHew,
yepes nneyo. — Ham nNpeacTonT ANMHHAA NPOry/Ka, HO A 3HAKD KOPOTKUI MyTb.

[>KeMMc »KecTom yKasan el BeCTM Hac, U Mbl nowan. ABa bbina pacceprkeHa, OHa BCE ele
Aynacb Ha MNepcedoHy, NoaToMy A NpoTAHyna el pyKy. Bce monyanu, u ecnm noseseT, TO Becb
OCTaBLUMICA NYTb K BOPOTaM NPOMAET B TOM Ke pexnme.

%k %k %k

MpoLwao AnWwb NATHAALATb MUHYT, @ MOTOM Ha4yaIMCb CNoOPbI.

XoTA HauMHanocb Bce A0CTaTOYHO 6e306uaHo. [dKelmc, KoTopbiii Ben cebAa HeoXKnaaHHo
CAEPXKAHHO, PELLM BEXKINBO NOUHTEpecoBaTbeA Y MNepcedoHbl Kak nayTt gena y Hux ¢ AgoHmcom. B
otseT lNepcedoHa, Ha yamsaeHue, yibibHynach.

— Y Hac BCE xopowo, — cKasasa oHa. — [pasaa. MOXHO nogymaTtb, YTO C TEYEHMEM BPEMEHN
BCE CTaHeT o4HO06pPa3HbIM, HO BCE A0 B KpacoTe 3TOro mecta. Bcé BOKpyr Takoe paaocTHOe, YTo
Mbl HAYYTb He YyCTan Apyr oT gpyra.

ABa o¢bipkHya. — Kak yyaecHo, — npobopmoTtana oHa cebe nog Hoc. 1 npeaynpexkgawoule
C)Kana ee pyky.

— Ecnm 1ebe ecTb YTO CKasaTb, TO BbICKAXXUCb, — oTBeTMUNA MepcedoHa. — Mbl BCe 3HaeMm, 4To
Tbl peBHyeLb, Beab AJOHMUC BbIbpan meHs, a He Tebs, Ho...

ABa n3gana 3afyLleHHbIN CMelloK. — Bbibpan 1eba? 370 wyTka Takaa? — OHa HeAO0BEPUYMBO
nokavana ronoso. — lNanoyka 3acTaBuU/ MeHsi OTAaTb ero Tebe.

Al B3goxHyna. Bcé aTo noxoamno Ha NPoOUCLLIECTBMA B MOMECTbe IAEM, 32 UCKIOYEHUEM TOTO,
YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 ABa roHanacb 3a napHem lepcedoHbl, BMecTo 6paTa danbl. XOTA pe3ynbTaT BCeraa
byneT HemameHHbIM; 60pbba 3a YenoBeka, U ero 6espasnmume. A A 3acTpsAHY NocepeanHe, HO XOTA
6bl [xkemc 6bin pASOM M MOT MOMOYb.

Mx cnop npoaonKanca euie OKOMO Yaca, U B KOHLE KOHUOB S OTMycTMNA PyKy ABbl, U
npunobHana Axkekimca. OH He MOr 3arnywWuTb MX NpPepeKaHua U 063biBaHUA, HO BEC ero PyKu Ha
nsie4yax NOMor MHe BCMOMHWTb, YTO ceiyac NPOUCXOANT HeuyTo bonee BaxkHee, YemM crnop AByX 60rMHb
0 TOM, KTO Ntobut AgoHuca cuibHee.

— BoT noyemy Tbl cuMTan, YTo ABE Nlyylle He UATU C HAMU? — TUXO cnpocuna A, u dxxenmc
KWUBHY.

— Tbl 66l BUAENa, YTO 6bIN10, KOraa MNepcedoHa NpuULNE NPOCUTL Y COBETA CTaTb CMEPTHOM U3-
3a Hero, — npouwenTan oH. — 3To 6bl/1a HacToALAA KpoBaBasA boMHA. ABa OTKasanacb AaBaTb el cBoe
cornacue, xXoTa OCTa/ibHble NPOrosiocoBann «3a». Moatomy Yontep OTKAOHWA ee npocbby. OH He
Aenan 3Toro npexae, u bonble He genan c Tex nop.

Oaxke Kannuona, npu ee HEHaBUCTM KO MHe, coriacunacb gapoBaTb MHe beccmepTue. A
NPUAbHY/MAa YXOM K €ero njedy, 4tobbl He C/blwaTb AeBylWeK. ITO HEMHOro MnOoMOrao, Ho
NPOH3UTENbHbIM roN0C ABbl CHOBA BEPHY/1 MEHS B LLAPUBLUMI XaocC.

— Y10 Aymaelwb, [xkenmc? — BHe3anHo cnpocuaa oHa. — KTo nydwe, a unm MepcedoHa?

fl WMPOKO packpblia rnasa oT yAMBAEHMA, U oTowna oT [kenmca, OoTNycTMB ero pyky. OH
NMOKPACHEeN, U CYHYN PYKM B KapMaHbl, @ MOTOM...

B ronose B3opBanacb cuabHaa 601b, U A BCKPUKHYNA, NafdaA Ha KoneHwu. Jlec ucyes, U A
norpysnnacb BO TbMmy.

HecmoTps Ha 4yBCTBO NaHWKKM, A 3HANA, YTO MeHs KaeT. A 6blna B CO3HaHMK, KOraa OTKpPbIAa
rnasa, v ysuaena, 4to pai lNepcedpoHbl CMEHMICA NHOM KapTUHOW. Mepeso MHOM OTKpblack nellepa
KpoHoca. fl ysuaena Kannmony, KoTopas CHoBa CMOTpe/ia KyAa-TO CKBO3b MEHA.

— A ybbio ee, — npopblyana oHa. — U 3actasnto Tebs cMoTpeTb, Kak byay paspbiBaTb ee Teno
Ha MeJsIkue YacTu.
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B3,£I,pOI'HyB, A o6epHynaCb, yTObbI yBnaeTb TOro, ¢ Kem OHa rosopwuna. N Korga Ha meHA
NOCMOTPEsIa Napa rna3 ueeta IYHHOro cee4eHnA, KpoBb BHYTPU 3as1ie4eHena.
rerM npuwen B CO3HaHMe.
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I'/IABA 9. HEPA3PBIBHBIE Y3bl

Ero weky paccekan nopes, U3 KOTOPOro COYMNACL KPOBb M Kamasa Ha YepHyt pyballKy, HO
leHpu 6bin xuB. MNo3aam Hero cuaenmn ceasaHHble moa mama, Codus, Yontep n ®dunnmn, n Bce 6e3
CO3HaHMUA. A OCTOPOXKHO, OMACaACb, YTO OH MOXKET MOYYBCTBOBATb MeHs, obowna MeHpu, 1 yBuaena,
YTO ero pyku cBasaHbl. OH 6oponaca ¢ LeNAMU, HO MeTaNIMYECKME 3BEHbBA TYrO ONOACLIBAN TYMaH.

— A pato Tebe ewe oAMH WaAHC, — npousHecna Kannvona, u cokpaTuna pasgenssuiee mx
pacctoaHume. Hy)KHO oTAaTb eMy f0/KHOe, FeHpKu He oTnpAHYA. — CKaXXM MHe, KaK OTKpbITb BpaTa, U
Tbl yBUAULWb KenT B LLeNoCcTHOCTH.

leHpW CHOBA AePHYA Lenun, HO BbipaXKeHWe ero nua He U3ameHunocb. Kananmona yxmblabHynacb
N pe3Ko NOBEPHYNACb K TYMaHy, OKyTaBLIemy BOpOTa.

— A xouy, 4Tob6bl Tbl Hawen ee M youa, — MNPOM3HEC/IA OHA BbICOKUM, PE3KUM rosocom. A
6e30WwnbOYHO NOHANA, YTO OHa OTAaBasa NpuKas. Mewepa HanoAHUAACh 3106HBIM CMEXOM, U MbiN
Kannuonbl noymepuncs. MNoxoxe, 4To KpoHOCY He HPAaBMNOCb, KOrA4a UM KOMaHA0BaMN.

B3rnaHys Ha leHpu, A yBuaena Ha ero rybax egsa 3amMeTHyH ynbl6Ky. OH 3HAA, YTO A PALOM,
WKW NOHUMAJ, HACKOIbKO F1yno 6b110 KOMaHAOBATb TUTAHOM?

— fl ckazana uam, u Hanam ee, — npopbidana Kannmona, Ho KpoHOC He cABUHYACA C MecTa.
TymaH cTan NPOHMKATb Yepes peLleTKy BOPOT, U i 3a4a/1aCb BOMPOCOM NOYemMy OH BCE elle Tam, ecau
MOT BblbpaTbCA, XOTb U YacTM4YHO. OH yXKe A0Ka3a/l, YTO 3TOro TyMaHa [0CTaTO4YHO, YTOObl HAHeCTH
ypoHa 6onblue, 4em Mmor bbl MEPEKUTL COBET.

JeBywKa pasaparkeHHO ObipKHyNa M CHoBa NoBepHynacb K leHpu. A ynblbHynacb 3ToM
KapTuHe: Kannvona Bbirnsgena coBHO M36an0BaHHbIN Manblll, KOTOPbIA He MONYYUA Kenaemoe,
XOTSl O4eHb MHOFO KanpusHuyan.

— Torpa A cgenato 3TO cama, — CKasana OHa, XMbIKHYB, M yAblbKa [eHpu TyT e ucyesna. —
OHM yKe nayT cioga, a Korga npuayT, To A 06s3aTesibHO pa3byky Tebs, YTobbl Tbl BCE yBMAEN CBOMMMU
rnasamu. Takoe Hesib3A NPOnyCTUTb.

[JeBylwKa B3MaxHyna pyKon, n FeHpwn oTneten K ropaoBuMHe newiepbl, Tyaa, rae cuaenu Bce
ocTanbHble. OH CUNBHO YAAPUACA O CTEHY, OT YEro Ha ero ros108y 06PyLIMNOCH MHOXKECTBO KaMHEN.

Al Bpocunacb K Hemy, U nonbiTanacb ybpaTb BOAOCHI C AMUa, YTOObI YBUAETb OTKPbLITHI N €ro
rnasa, Ho TWeTHo — A 6bina Nnpuspakom. Kannmona He ybbeT ero. OHa He moxeT. OHa xoTena, 4Tobbl
OH OCTa/CA XUB M BUAEN, KaKk A byay ymupatb. OHa He OTKaxKeT cebe B yA0BONLCTBUU YBUAETbL €ro
60nb. YBMAETb Moo 60b.

Mewepa cHOBa NOrpysniacb B YEPHOTY, @ KOr4a A BEPHyNacb B HACTOALWEE, HA MEHA rnagenu
TPM napbl rna3. Asa U [)KeMMC NPUBLIKAM K MOUM BUAEHUAM, HO U [lepcedoHa He Kasanacb
YAMBNEHHON. BO3MOMKHO, OHM ycnenn el BCE 06bACHUTbL NOKa MeHA He bbiio.

— YTo Tbl BUAENA? — HeTepneanso cnpocuna Asa.

fl onepnacb Ha NIOKTU U CTana NOTUPATL pacKanbiBatowyoca oT 6oan ronosy. — Kannmona
NbiTaeTCcA 3acTaBUTb [eHPU paccKasaTb, Kak OTKPbITb BOPOTA.

— OH oTKasanca, — pgobasuna A, Koraa rnasa Asbl pacwumpuamcb. — OH el HMYero He cKkasan.
OHa pa3o3/miacb U CHoBa Bbipybuaa ero.

— Xopouwo, — oteeTuna lNepcedoHa. — OH HUYero eli He pacckaxkeT. OH NOHMMAET, YTO HeNb3A
3TUM PUCKOBATb.

— C HUM n apyrue, — cKasana A. — U Bce 6e3 co3HaHuA. Kananona npukasana KpoHocy Hantu
MeHS, HO OH OTKa3a/cA.

MepcedoHa Bpocmna Ha MeHA HeLOBepUMBLIN B3rnaa, HoO [xemc n ABa nosepunn. — 370
BCE? — cnpocun xenmc. — Uau Tbl BUAENA eLle YTo-To?

— OHM 3HAIOT, YTO Mbl UAEM, — MPAYHO OTBETUA A.
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3Ta HOBOCTb HMKOrO He 0bpagoBana, HO Bce Npomonyanun. HeyamsutenbHo, yto Kannmona Bcé
3HaNa, BeAb KpOHOC y»Ke MorHancsa 3a Hamu. XOoTs ceiyac 3TO He MMeno 3HayeHua. OH bonblue He
CTaHeT npecnenosBaTb Hac. Mbl NOTEPAAN 31EMEHT HEOMWOAHHOCTU, HO XOTS Obl MMenu Bpems
npuaymaTb HOBbIM NAaH, Npexae yem gobepemca g0 HUX.

[XKemc npeanoxmn MHe CBOK PYKY, M A, CXBAaTMB ee, NOAHAMACb Ha Horu. epepd rnasamu
Hayan KpyXuTbCA fiec, U A onepnacb Ha [Kekmca, 4Tobbl BOCCTaHOBUTL paBHoBecue. — bblno Obl
HEeN/I0OX0 MMEeTb BO3MOXKHOCTb KOHTPO/IMPOBaTb BUAEHWUS, — NpobopmoTana A. — ITO BCE yNpoCTuUT.

— Tbl cnocobHa Ha 310, — oTBeTUNa MepcedoHa. OHa C HEBO3MYTMMbIM BUAOM NPUCIOHUNACH
K CTBO/Iy AepeBa, byaTo yXKe COTHM pa3 BMAENA, KaK oM NagatoT B 0OMOpoK. — MOCKONbKY paHblie
Tbl OblN1a CMEPTHOW, TO NOHaAobutca ropasao 6osblle BpemeHu, 4Tobbl OCBOUTHL cBOM gap. Ho B
nTore BCé NONy4YnTCA.

Al pewwnna cmonyaTb. HeT cmbicna AaBaTb el MOBOA BEPHYTbCA K AAOHUCY. — Ecau Tbl 3Haelwb,
KaK 3TO caenatb, TO noyemy 6ol Tebe NPOCTO He paccKasaTb, YTOObI Mbl MOF/IM UCMO/Ib30BATb 3TO B
KayecTBe NpenmMyLLecTBa? — BblAaBWUaa i CKBO3b CxKaTble 3y6Obl.

MepcedoHa rnagena Ha cBon HOrTU. — A nogymato 06 sTom.

Oxenimc B3goxHyn. — MepcedoHa, noxkanyicra.

OHM OOMEHANUCb TSAXKENbIMM B3radamu, U A Haxmypunacb. Ecam MNepcedoHa 3Hana, Kak
KOHTPOJINPOBATb NOAO6HbLIN Aap, TO eAUHCTBEHHON MPUYNUHON, OCTAHAB/IMBAIOLLIEN €€ OT MOMOLLN,
6bln aromsm. Tenepb MHe AOCTAa/IUCb Te CNOCOBHOCTM, KOTOPble OHA yTpaTWU/la BMECTe C CEMbEW,
MaTepblo MU BCEM, YTO OHA NtobMna, U BCE pagM NpPUBAEKATENbHOro NapHA. fl 3Hana, noyemy He
HPaBWANACb €M, HO 3TO He AaBa/I0 el NpaBa NOoABEePraTb HALWW }KU3HW ONACHOCTW.

B KoHUe KoHLoB [epcedoHa OTTONKHYNACh OT AepeBa M NOLWNA Bnepes, OCTaBUB HAC AOTOHATb

ee. — XOpowo, — KPUKHy/a OHa CBOMM MEBYECKMM FO/I0COM, KOTOpPbIA HepBMpOBan meHa. — £
Hay4y ee, HO TO/IbKO Korga ABa MPU3HAET, YTo A Kpacueee ee.

ABa packpbla OT YAMBNEHWA POT, WU CTPeMWUTeNbHO 3awarana kK [lepcedoHe. — Tbl,
MasieHbKas...

[Kelimc NpeanioXMn MHe CBOK PYKy, HO A MOKayana ronosBoi. Ha ero nvue MenbkHyno
pa3oyapoBaHMeE, HO OH He CTan HacTamBaTb, U BMECTO 3TOr0 MOAOLWEN KO MHE A0CTaToO4YHO 6aM13KO,
yTobbl A, B C/ly4Yae Yero, cama CxBaTuacb 3a Hero. Ero 3ab6oTta 6bl1a MWMAOIM, HO A BECb OCTaBLUMICS
AeHb rNafena Ha Jopory Mo HOramu, Aake Noc/e CBOEro BUAEHUA HE B COCTOAHUM 3abbiTb O TOM,
YyTO OH cnan c MepcedoHoin.

MNepcedoHa 6e3 ocoboro Tpyaa NopTuaa KaxKAyto rpaHb MOEMN KU3HU M KarKOOoro YesioBeKa,
KoToporo s Aobuna. A 6olna 6yATO ManeHbKOM CECTPUYKON, KOTOPOM MPMXOAMNOCh AOHALIMBATH
BELLM 3a cTapLlueit. Bcg, 4yto A umena, xpaHuio ee 3anax. M HUYTO He MOT/I0 €ro CMbITb.

* %k %k

XoTA y Hee 6bl1 OAUH NOC: OKPYXKAlOLLME HAC NeN3aXKM He MEHAINCb, YTO 03HAYaN0, YTO MHe
6onblie He NpuUAeTCA BUAETb YbM—TO MbITKU. [03TOMY, KOrda BAa/NM NOSBWUIMCL Pa3HOLBETHbIE
MWraloLMe OrHM KaKoro—TO KapHaeana, A nogymana, yto MNepcedpoHa Kyaa-to genacb. OAHako B
cneaytouiee MrHoBeHWe 1 yBUAENA, YTO OHa WA IMLWb B HECKONbKUX ApAaXx OT Hac.

Haz HalwMmuM ronoBamm BO3BbILWANIOCb OFPOMHOE KoJleco 0603peHuUsn, a B BO34yXe BUTaA 3anax
MOMKOPHA, KOTOPbLIA LWen OTKyAa-TO M3-3a 3abopa M A0XOAUN A0 YK/IOHA XO/Ma, Ha KOTOPOM Mbl
pa3bunn narepb. He3aBMCMMO OT TOro, CKONbKO pas MepcedoHa HacTanBaa Ha TOM, YTO OHA yCTana u
Hy»KZanacb B nepepbiBe, A Obina yBepeHa, YTO OHa Bbibpana 3TO MECTO M3-3a APKUX OTHEN U
olwlyweHus byayuiero, KOTopoe y Hee HUKoraa He 6bl10 BO3MOMKHOCTU yBUAETb. EAMHCTBEHHbLIM
06bACHEHMEM MOYEeMy el HPaBMAOCb 3TO MeCTO 6bl1I0 TO, YTO MPOLWbIA pali He NPUHaAAEKan
MepcedoHe. OHa, KaK HUKTO 34€ecb APYroW, 3Hana, Kak NoAcTpamMBaTb 3arpobHYIO KMU3Hb No4, CBOM
KenaHus.
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Ha aToT pa3 gpoBa Ha KocTep cobupanu [xkelimc n A, octasus Ay u lMNepcedoHy ccoputbea
HaeguHe. bbino 6bl Npoue AaTth [AKelmcy co3aaTb OrOHb, HO M €My, U MHE HYXHO 6bls10 y6exaTb oT
HUX. Al Halna ewe OAMH KPaCo4HbI LIBETOK, KOTOPbLIA YKpbiAcA B pole, U cnabo ynbibHynach,
BAbIXaA apoMaT CNaAKoM BaTbl, NOC/NE YEro NooXKuaa ero B KapmaH. FeHpu BblN KUB, N KaK Bbl HU
3nunnacek Kanamona, oHa He ybbeT ero.

CobpaB oxanky BeTOK, i 3aZepyKanacb y BbIBECKM, KOTOpaa yKpallana BXOA Ha KapHaBas, U
pa3ayMbiBana, CTOMT AN 3ailTM BHYTPb. Kak 6bl HM XOTeNoCcb NpU3HaBaTb, HO 1 HUKOrAa He 6bina Ha
HaCTOALWEM KapHaBaie, U MHe He TePNeoch YBUAETb, HA YTO XKEe OH MOXOX.

— MHe Kanb, — ycnblwana A nos3aan ceba ronoc [xKermca, M pPe3KO pasBepHyach,
yOVBUBLIMCL. HECKONIbKO BETOK ynanum Ha 3em/l0, U KOrAa A HaKNOHWAACb MOAHATb WX, [xKelmc
ONyCTU/ICA Ha KOJIEHM PAAOM W CTan NoMoraTb.

— fl cama, — pe3Ko oTBeTMNa A. [XKeMMC NoAHANCA Ha HOTU U OTCTYNWA, HO He ylen. BmecTo
3TOro, OH MOAJOXAAN MOKa A cobepy OCTaBlIMECs BETKW, a MOc/e TOro, Kak A BbINpAMWUIACL M
HanpaBWaaCb K KJOYKY 3eM/IN, TAe POCNa BbICOKasA TpaBa, MOC/AeA0Ba/ 32 MHOMN.

— A ponkeH 6bin pacckasaTtb Tebe o cebe u MepcedpoHe, — NPOAOAKMA OH. — Ecam Bbl A 3Han,
KaK Tbl K HEl OTHOCULLbCA, A Bbl BCE pacckasan. MpocTu.

— A ceiyac Tbl CKa)Kellb, YTO 3TO HUYEro He 3HAYUT? — A3BMTE/IbHO CNpocuna f.

OH caenan naysy, byarto TwaTtenbHo nogbupas cnosa. — HeT, He ckaxy. B cBoe Bpems 3To yTo-
TO 3HauwO.

fl TaK KPEMnKo CxKana BETKM, YTO HEKOTOpPbIE U3 HUX TpecHyAu. — Tebe npasaa CTOUT NOHATb, rae
Jlyylle conraTtb, a rge — CKasaTb Npasay.

— He BUXy NpuumH nratb. Toraa Tbl Pa3o3NLLLCA, YTO A HE CKa3an npasay.

OH 6bin NpaB, HO 3TO He YAYYLWMNO MOe HacTpoeHue. — Tak yTo mexay Bamu 6bino? —
NnouHTepecoBanacb A. — YTO TaKoro NpPMBAEKATENbHOrO Thbl Hallen B 3TOM 3roMCTUYHOM KOopoBe,
KoTopan obBesia BOKPYr CBOEro MasieHbKOro Nasibiynka NoaoBMHY coBeTa?

Mbl Monua Wwaranu no nNonsHe, a C MecTa KapHaBana AOHOCWU/IUCL TAXKE/ble 3BYKU MY3bIKW.
HeBHble KPUKW BO3mylleHMA ABbl M MepcedoHbl OTOWAN Ha 3a4HWIM NAaH, U A NpeacTaBuaa, 4YTo
CYLLLECTBYEM /IULWb Mbl TPOE: A1, [KENMC, U TUTaHTCKUI CNOH, CAeAyoLLIMI 33 HAaMUK NO NATaM.

— Ewe A0 ee 3amykecTBa ¢ FeHpU Mbl 6bINM APY3bAMM, — Yepe3 HECKONIbKO MUHYT, HaKOHeLl,

OTBETUN OH. — B TO Bpema Mbl HblIM cCaMbiMM MOJIOABIMU Y€HAaMM COBETA, U MOTOMY HEMnJ0Xo
nagunu. M3-3a Bospacta Ham 060MM He MPULLNOCL NPOXOAUTL Yepe3 0b6pAabl, KOTOPbIE Nepexunan
ocTanbHble, U... — OH No¥Xan naedyamun. — Bcé 6b110 HENPUHYKAEHHO.

fl 3ameTuNa UYTO-TO MOXOXKee Ha C/IOMaHHYI BETBb [AepeBa, M OMNyCTUAAcb Ha KONeHW, Aabbl
cobpaTb ee 06/0MKU. [KeMMC NPUCOEAUHUACA KO MHE, HO r/fa3a ero HeoTPbIBHO CMOTPenu Ha
3emnio.

— Korpa unx c FeHpu 6pak Hayan pacnagartbea, A 6bin PAAOM C HE, — NPOAOAXKMA OH. — f
MHOrO BPeMeHMU BbINo/HAN ee paboTy B Moa3eMHOM MUpe, Hanpasiaa MePTBbIX B HaA eXKallee UM
MeCTO, U MOACTaBAAN el APYMKEeCKoe MN/eyo, Korga OHa Npuxoauna nonnakate. — [Kelmc caenan
naysy. — Koraa l'eHpv Npeasioxun el NpoBoAUTb LWECTb MEeCALEB B roay Kak oHa xouerT, MNepcedoHa
cornacunacb, U mMbl CTaan NPOBOAUTb 3TO Bpems BmecTe. O4HO Nepewno B gpyroe... — [xKenmc
3aMO0/14a/l, HO eMy He HY)KHO Obl/10 3aKaH4YMBaTb.

— W CKONbKO 3TO NPOAO0NNKANOCL? — CMPOCKAA A, YyBCTBYA NOACTYNAOLWYO TOWHOTY. [Kelmc
NOATONKHYN ee K uameHe. OH 6bin 6anke K FeHpu, yem NoboN opyroit YneH coBeTa, U NPEeKpPacHo
3Han, Kak 3TO NOBAMUSET Ha Hero, Ho BCE paBHO caenan 3to. OH nossonun MNepcedoHe UCNONb30BaATb
ero. OH He NPOCTO NO3BONN el MPUUYNHUTL 60Nb FTEHPU — OH MOMOT.

— HecKo/ibKOo COTeH NeT, — oTBeTUAN [Kemc, 1, 3aMeTUB BbiparkeHMe MOEro AnLa, NocnewHo
nobasun: — Bpems oT BpeMEHM, 1 TONILKO BO BPEMS BECHbI U N1eTa. B utore oHa BcTpeTuna AgoHUCa,
CNYYUANCA NEPENOJIOX, U A OCTANCA HU C YEM.



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

— beaHAXKa, — ObIpKHYNa A.

OH cnabo ynblbHyncA. 1 noAHANA NOCNefHIO BETOYKY, U Mbl BCTann. — HeT, A He beaHAXKKa.
Ham Bcerga 6bi10 nyyle B KayecTse apyseit. MHaye mHe 6b110 HeNOBKO paboTaTh ¢ FeHpu.

MpATaTbCA 3@ cNMHOM FeHpU — O4HO A4EeN0, HO UMETb OTHOLUEHWUA C €r0 *KEHOM NPU TOM, YTO OH
6b1n B Kypce? CoBcem apyroe. — OH BCE 3HaAN U AarKe He NbiTanca youTb 1eba?

— KOHeYHO Ke HeT, — c ycmeLlKoln oTeeTua xxenmc. A HMYero cmewHoro He Buaena. — Hawwm
OTHOLUEHMA HU ANA KOoro He cekpeT, KelT. Co BpemeHem norimellb.

Ecnu A BCE-TaKM BbIKMUBY, TO MHE He X0Tenocb H6bl NpMHUMaTL 3TOT b6pes. A TBepAo pewwunna, 4to
ecnn leHpu 3axoyeT BUAETb MEHs PsSAOM C cobol nocsie TOro, Kak Mbl CMpaBMMCA C HaBUCLLEN
Yrpo30M, TO 5 HUKOTAa eMy He U3meHto. Hu netom, Hu ¢ [xKelmcom.

N Tem He meHee, A NpoBeNa C HUM LWEeCTb MecAueB. TO, YTO A CYMTaNA OTAbIXOM C APYrom OT
TBOpMBLIErocsa becrnopsaka, leHpM MOr UCTO/IKOBaTb KaK POMaHTMYECKMIN OTNYCK. Ecan oH 1 B npaBay
He HaBeZblBa/l MeHA 3a BCE TO BpeMs, NOKa Mbl bblan BmecTe...

O 6oke.

To, uto l'eHpu mor cebe HagymaTb... Mbican 6ecnopaao0vYHO KPYTUAUCL B MOE roN0Be, U BCe Te
4yBCTBA, YTO A MCNbITbIBaNa K [Kenmcy, pas3Beanncb. — Tbl 3HaN, Ymo OH ByaeT AymaTb O Hawem
nyTewecTBmMn, U He Npeaynpeamn meHa?

Oxxenmc nomopuwmnca. — 1o 6b110 He BaKHO. Mbl 06a 3HaNN, YTO efemM KaK Apy3bA, a ecau
[eHpw xoTen gymartb, 4TO...

— A uTO ewwe emy b6bino aymaTtb?! — Hemonro gymas, A WBbIpHYAa 04HY U3 BETOK B [Kenmca.
OHa nnuwb cnerka 3agena ero rpyab, Ho MHe 6b1710 naeBaTb Ha ero 6onb. OH 6bin 6orom. MNepexuser.
3TO — HWYTO NO CPABHEHUIO C TEM YXKAaCOM, YyBCTBOM BUHbI M CTblAa, KOTOpble OylieBany BO MHe. —
Tbl HapoyHO 3TO caenan, ga? B uem geno, [xenmc? Xoyelwb, YTOObI OH OCTascA OAMH? Xouyellb,
4yTO6bI McUe3? Xoyellb NpaBuTb oaA3eMHbIM MUPOM?

— fl He cneuManbHO, — CKa3an OH, M HAKNOHWUACA NOAHATb YNaBLWYH BETKY. — WM A He xouy
NPUYUHATL 601b F'eHpK, HO 6o/blLLe BCEro A He XouY, YTOObl KTO-TO NPUYNHUA 6onb Tebe. Y Tebs ecTb
Bblbop, KeliT. Bbibop, 0 KOTOPOM BCE MOAYAT, BeAgb HE BMAAT TOro, 4To eHpu aenaet ¢ Toboi. OH
npuynHaet Tebe 601b, M HET rapaHTUi4, YTo B ByayLLem BCce CTaHeT ayylle.

Ero cnoBa ctanu nowevymHom, n a samonyana. OH roBopua To, YTO 1 HE XOTeNa CAblWaTb. To, 4TO
A TaK OTYAAHHO MbITanacb UTHOPUPOBATb.

— Bcé bygeTt xopowo, — cKasana A APOXKaLLMM r0/I0OCOM, M TO/IbKO MOTOM MOHANA, YTO BO MHE
BCMbIXMBAET APOCTb. — Koraa oH y3HaeT, YTo MeXAy HaMu HM4Yero He 6bl10, TO NOMMET, YTO A B Tebe
He 3aMHTepecoBaHa.

K moemy orpomHOMY ya0BNeTBOPEHMIO, [KeMMc B34 POrHy. — Bepb BO UTO XO4ellb, HO TBOA
caenka ¢ NeHpu oyeHb KpacHopeuusa. Lectb mecaues B roay, He 6onblie. Tbl MOXeELb AeNaTb, YTO
3axo4ellb, M OH He MMeEeT NpaBa BO3paKaThb.

— DTO He JaeT MHe npaBa, YepT BO3bMM, pa3buBaTb emy cepgue! — fA 3awarana K Hawemy
narepto. — Tbl TOXKe He MOXellb 3aCTaBAATb MeHs. MpocTo He mory nosepuTb, [xKenmc... UrpaTb co
MHOM — OYeHb }KECTOKO C TBOEI CTOPOHbI.

— fl He urpan c To6on. — OH HarHan MeHs, HO A OTKa3blBa/laCb CMOTPETbL Ha Hero. — fAl genato
3TO He pagm yAoBOAbCTBMA, KenT. UMeHHO Tbl npurnacuna meHsa noexatb B 'peumto, 1 A cornacmaca,
NOTOMY YTO MHE HPaBUTCA NPOBOAUTL C TOOOM Bpema. N noTomy, 4To A xoTen AaTb Tebe yBUAETb, YTO
Tbl yNycKaewsb. He pyrain meHA 3a moe nosegeHune. Kak bbl CUNbHO A HM XOTen noLenoBaTb Tebs, A HK
pasy 3TOro He caenan.

— He roBopuT Tak! — fl pa3BepHynach, 1 YyTb He Bpe3asacb B Hero. — fl He MepcedoHa. A He
cobupatocb M3meHATb FeHpu, byapb To 3Mma uan neto. M MHe nnesaTb, CKONbKO BPEMEHW NPOMAET.
Moe pelieHne He U3MEHUTCA.
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— A 4TO ecn NiydLe He CTaHeT? — BO3pPa3ua oH. — YTo ecnun eHpU HUKOraa He nontobut Tebs
TaK, KaK Tbl TOro 3acnyxuBaewb? A He xouy, 4Tobbl Tbl NMOBTOPAAa OWMBKM MepcedoHbl. Tbl He
AOJ/IKHA NpoxoguTb Yyepes 3Ty 60b... n FeHpu He gonxkeH. OH UMeeT NPaBO AeNaTb, YTO XoyeT. HeT
HWYEero NOCTbIAHOIO B TOM, YTO Ball HpaK He CAOKMUACA...

— To, YTO y Hac ecTb HEKOTOpble NPobiem, He 03HAYaEeT, YTO OH HE CNOXKMUICA.

xkelimc B3gOXHYN. — A XO4y AWWb CKaszaTb, 4YTo y Teba ecTb Bbibop, Kent. Monmu 370,
nokanyncra, n He 6erai 3a leHpW B NONbITKAX U3MEHUTb €ro.

— fl He NbITalOCb 3MEHUTb €ro, — NpopblYana f. — A C HUM TOIbKO NOTOMY 4TO N6t ero.

— Torpa Tebsa He 3aTpyAHUT noobelaTb MHe OAHY Bellb, — CKaslan [xenmc. Ecam oH u
BMpaBAy AyMaeT, YTo s YTo-IMbo cTaHy obewartb, TO OH cymacweawmin. — MNogyman o Tom, 4TOObI
NPOXWUTb CBOO KM3Hb HE TaK, KaK XO4eT coBeT Uau MeHpw, a TaK, Kak xo4yelb Tbl. Y TebA ecTb Bpems
nogymatb 06 stom. MNpepctaBb, YTo Byaet, ecan FeHpu He NonobUT Teba Tak Ke, Kak Tbl ero.
MpeacTaBb KAKOBO 3TO BO3BPALLATLCA AOMOM U NIOKUTHCA B XONIOAHYO NOCTE/Ib C MYXEM, KOTOpPbIM
npeanoyen 6bl Aenatb YTO-TO APYroe, BMECTO TOro, YTo6bl NPOBOAUTL 3TO BpeMs € TO60oM. Xoyellb Thbl
TOr0 UKW HET, HO eC/IN Tbl OCTaHEeWbCA C HAM, TO BEPOATHOCTb TAKOro Mcxoga cywectsyetT. — OH
caenan naysy. — BsameH, A nepectaHy u3BoguTb TebA.

Al oTKpbINO 6blNO POT, 4TOObLI CKa3aTb emy, YTODbI Wen Kyaa nogasblie, HO HUYEro He BbiWwo.
Ha rnasa HaBepHy/MUCb cnesbl, U A, He AyMas, BbiMasnaa To, YTO CMyTaHHbIM KOMKOM BepTesiocb B
ronose: — Tbl BNpasay B 3TO BepULLb? [lymaellb, YTO OH He Ntobut meHa?

Oxxenmc nogrkan rybbl n NPOTAHYA PYKY, YTOObl KOCHYTbCA MEHS, HO A OTCTpaHunacb. — OH
nobut Tebs, HO Aa, ecTb BEPOATHOCTb TOFO, YTO OH HE CTAHET TeM, KeM Tbl Xo4ellb. ECTb pUCK, 4TO Ha
3TOT pa3 Tbl 3aiMellb mecTo leHpu, a oH — lMNepcedoHsbl.

Al 6ecKOHeYHO byay TAHYTbCA K TOMY, KTO MeHA He Xo4eT. fl XxoTena OrpbI3HYTbCA M CKa3aTb
[kelimcy, 4TO OH owmnbancaA. YTo y MeHA ecTb A0OKa3aTeNbCTBO €ro HEMPaBOTbl — LBETbI, KOTOPbIE A
XpaHWAa B KAPMaHe, — HO He Moria. FeHpU MOXKEeT XOTb COTHM Pa3 3anoNHUTb Becb Mog3emMHbIn mup
3TUMM NOAAPKAMM, HO OHM HUKOTAA He 3aMEHAT ero NPUKOCHOBeHMA. OuwylleHuA, Kak Teba
0b6HUMaOT NtobMMbIe PYKUM, NOA0O6HO TOMY, Kak AaoHMUC 06HUMan MNepcedoHy.

— Bcé, yero s npowy — nogymaTtb, XO4Yellb /N Tbl 3TOFO, — TUXO CKaszan [xenmc. — Ecnu Tbl
PELWLWb, YTO HET, TO HUKTO He NPUHYAUT TebA. A TakKe He npowly, YToObl Tbl MPOBENA CBOK KM3Hb
MMEHHO CO MHOM. 1 npocTo Xo4y, 4Tobbl Thl CBA3aNa cebA C TeEM YeNOBEKOM, KOTOPbIM ByAeT LeHUTb
TebA TaK, KaK Tbl TOrO 3acnyxuBaewb. IMEHHO Tbl KOHTPOIMPYELLb CBOIO cyAbby, KenT, a He mbl. U He
feHpw.

Al npuykana oxanKky BETOK K rpyAm, v, NPOri0TMB KOM B rop/ie, ckasana: — Xopouwo. fl nogymato.
Ho npekpaTtu y»xe roBopuTb MHe 06 3ToM, nagHo? Moxanyiicta. OcobeHHO Koraa FeHpu HET paaom U
OH He MOXKeT Tebe BO3pasuTb.

[>KelimMc cornacHoO KMBHYA, M A YCNOKOWNacb. B3goxHyB, A B3ana cebs B pykM M pacnpasBuia
nneuyn. FeHpU CMOXKeT AOKasaTb [)Kelmcy, 4To TOT He npaB, M Koraa OH caenaeT 3To, TO Bce
aprymeHTbl [Ixkemca cTaHyT 6eccmbicieHHbIMUK. M BCE CHOBA CTAHET Ha CBOM MecCTa.

— Tbl x0Ts 6bl 06BbACHUA [€HPU, YTO MEXKAY HAMWN HUYEero He bblIIo? — cnpocuna A, A40BO/IbHas
TEM, YTO roI0C BepHyCcA B Hopmy. Monaayy B apyron pas.

Ero monyaHue 6b110 KpacHOpeumrBee C/I0B. 3apblyas, A nNyaen bpocnnach K Halemy farepto, He
06paLlan BHUMaHUA Ha Yepeay N3BUHEHWUIN, LOHOCUBLLUXCA CIeZ0M.

Al 6yay BepHa MeHpU A0 Tex NoOp, NOKA OH KenaeT BUAETb MeHA pAaom. Ecam HeT, ecnm Hawa
COBMECTHaA *M3Hb Oblna A4 HEro NMLLb CKOBbIBAOLWLEN LEenbto, TO Ay4llee, YTO A MOrna caenatb, —
ocBob60oanTb ero. C apyroi CTOPOHbI, AN1A MEHA TAXKENbIM 6pemeHeM OCTaBaIMCb HAAEXAbl MaTepy;
NobuUTb O4HOro YeNoBEKa ThbICAYMN IeT — 3TO C/I0XKHO. BnonHe BO3MOXKHO, 4TO leHpu caepkusanu te
e COMHeHMA. Ml ecniv OH 1 BNpaBay BEpPWI, YTO MeEXAY MHOM U [KeMCOM YTO-TO NMPOM30LIO, TO
3TO NepBoe, YTO A A0NKHA UCNPABUTb, KaK TOJIbKO MNOABUTCA LLIAHC.
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N Bce e, A ntobuna cBoero myka. BO3MoXKHO o4HaXKAbl OH MOMMET 3TO.

[obpaswuce fo nareps, A 6pocunia BETKM Ha 3eMJIHO, U TAXKENO OMNYCTUAACh HA PASOM CTOALLMMN
neHb. [)KerMmc npuwen cnegom 3a MHOW M Havyan 3aHMMATLCA COOPYXKEHMEM PACTOMKM, @ 3aKOHUUB,
CTan pas3Xuratb oroHb. MHe 6bl10 Bbl TAXENO cnaTb NOA 3BYKM My3blKM, AOHOCKBLUMECA C MecCTa
KapHaBa/sa, HO noxoxe, 4Yto MepcedoHa BoobWe He cobupanack cnatb. Ewe oaHO NpenMmyLLecTBo
cmepTu.

ABa u lMepcedoHa nNpogonKanM CCOPUTLCA, HO MepBad, NO KpalHen mepe, MOHANA, 4TO
NPoAoAXKaTb 3To 6ecnosesHo, NO3TOMYy MOCAE OYEPenHOro payHAa NpepeKaHWin NpocTo cAanach.
MepcedoHa ewe pas NonbiTaNacb 3a4€Tb €€, HO KaK TONIbKO CTaN0 AACHO, YTO Y ABbl HET HAaCTPOEHMS,
TO NOAOLWAA KO MHE, U, HaA4yBLIUCb, cena pAaaoM.

— CKonbKo y Tebs Hbino BUAEHUI? — cnpocuna oHa. Koctep 3aropencs, n [Kenimc ycencs Ha
3eMJIt0 B HECKO/IbKMX dyTax OT Hero. CKBO3b N1amMA OrHA A BUAENA, KaK Ha ero Anue Nposieriv TeHN,
OT Yero OH Kas3a/ica CTaplue NOJIOXKEHHbIX ero BHELWHOCTH feT.

A noxana nnevyamn. — Kaxketcsa, Tpu. Bce npo ogHO U TO XKe mecTo.

— A Noay4anocb X KOHTPOIMPOBATb? — A MOKayana ronoBon. — OHM CAYYaAtOTCA C PaBHbIMMU
MHTepBanamu?

— Het. — Al rnagena Ha cBOW PyKK, He B cunax cMoTpeTb Ha [xkemca. — Tbi cnana ¢ NeHpu?

MepcedoHa MrHoBEHWE MONYaNa, U Koraa A B3rAsHy/a Ha Hee, B CBETE OrHA ee ML Ka3anocb
KaKMM-TO UCKAXKEHHbIM.

— A noHUmato. Tbl HE AONKHA OTBEYaATb.

Ha ponto cekyHAabl Hawu B3rnagbl BCTPETUAUCH, U KOrA4a OHA BbINPAMWUAACL, BblparkeHue ee
Nnua ctano marye. — A Tbi?

A KuBHyna. — O4uH pas, B mapTe. A ceituyac oKkTAbpb, — gobasuna a. — Kaxerca.

MepcedoHa HakpyTUANA HA Manew, NOKOH CBOMX BeNnoKypbIX Kyapen u B30XHyNa. — PaHble A
MOTNa CKas3aTb KaKoe uaeT Bpemsa roga. Bonocbl meHANM cBOM UBET Aaxe nocie CMepTu, HO vepes
HeKoTopoe BpemMa nepectann. — OHa cnerka ynblbHynacb. — Celiyac OHM B Nope neTa.

3T0 06bACHANO, NoYyemy Ha doTorpadum, KOTOpyH XpaHun FeHpu, ee BoAOChI Bblan Apyroro
ugeta. — Korga... Korga oHn y Teba CTaHOBATCA pbiXKeBaTbIMKU?

— OceHbto. C ee HacTynneHMeM MNOABAAETCA C/ierKa MeAHbI OTTEHOK, @ 3MMOM CTaHOBATCA
4yepHbIMU. BECHON — KOpUYHEBBLIMMU.

ToyHo. [xkeMmc 0O6bACHAN, 4YTO OTpaXKeHMe He MOKa3biBaeT AencTBuTenbHocTU. OHO
nokasblBaeT To, Yero xoTen Bnageney, ororpaduun. Monyyaetca, FeHpM xoTen BUAETb ee YablbKy ¢
KaXXablM NPUXOL0M OCEHMU.

— fl He aAymana cnaTb € HUM, — CKa3asa A U caenana naysy. — 3By4uT cMewWwHo, ga? OgHum ms
McNbITaHUM 6bl10 BOXKAeneHune; FeHpW BCAYECKM 3almwan MmeHAa oT ybuiubl, nostomy Kannwuona
pewwnna caboTmposaTtb UCNbITaHME, NOACbINAB HaM adpoaAn3naK.

MNepcedoHa Heog0bpUTENbHO LLOKHYNA A3bIKOM. — Tebe 6bin10 TaxKeno?

— B cmbicne? — OCTOPOKHO cnpocuaa A. bbin M 3To capkasm?

— Yto K, noxoxe Tbl No6MWb ero. — A KMBHyna. — fl paga, 4Yto y Hero ectb Tbl. OH
3acnyxusaet nob6smM. — OHa 3amaAnacb, a NOTOM HEOXOTHO, ByATO NpU3HaBaA KaKOW-TO rNyHoKuUiA,
TEMHbIWN CeKpeT, cKasana: — NHoraa A BONHYKOCh 33 Hero. Y»KacHo, Y4To Ball NepBbli pas CAy4naca no
BMHe adpoamsmaka. — lNepcedoHa nocmoTpena Ha Asy. — Abpoanta pyLimT BCE.

— 970 6blna He A, — BO3pa3unna ABa, yaMBUBLUUCL. — MeHA Aaxe pagom He 6bino.

— Adpoam3mak Ha3BaH B YecTb TebA.

Al xoTena 6bl10 BO3pasuTb, HO ABa B340XHy/Na W nNpomonyana. lMNepcepoHa npespuTeNbHO
MaxHy/n1a PyKOW B ee CTOPOHY.

— HeBakHo. Tbl MHe cKasana, 4TO Mama pellnsa 3a4atb Teb6A TOIbKO M3-3a MeHA, 2 MOTOM U
BCE OCTaNIbHOE CAY4YMnNoCh... [peacTaBaato, Kak 3To Henerko. fl coxaneto.
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Al He 3Hana, 4YTo CKa3aTb. BO3MOXKHO 6ecKkoHEeYHble ccopbl ¢ ABOIM yTOMUAKM ee. — ITO camoe
NPUATHOE, YTO A OT TebA cabiwana.

— He gymai, 4To A NpofoaXKYy B TOM e Ayxe, — GblpKHyNa OHa. — W, 0oTBeYas Ha TBOWM BOMPOC,
aa. OguH pas.

Al ¢ MMHYTY BCMOMWHaNA, Ha KaKoOW BOMPOC OHa OTBETMNA, M KOrAa OO MEHA AOW0, PoT
HEenpoM3BO/IbHO OTKPbLINICA, HO A He CKa3ana HW cnosa. Kananona okasanacb He npasa. [la)ke 3Has,
yto MNepcedoHa u NeHpu BbIN KeHaTbl, BCE PaBHO, YC/bIWATb, YTO A Y HEFO HE e4MHCTBEHHAA — KakK
yAap nog, Abix. Micnapunacb Mos NOCneAHAR HafeXaa, YTO OCTaNacb XOTb OAHA BELLb, K KOTOPOI OHa
He ycnena NPUKOCHYTbCA. BCE, UTO s UMena — OCTATKM ee NPOLUNOM KUIHMU.

— 3710 6bIN0 npocTo y*KacHo. — [llepcedoHa NooKUNA PYKY MexKay Hamu, byaTo 4yBCTBYS
MOI0 NeYyasib, HO B NOCAEAHIO MUHYTY pelinia OnyCTUTb ee Ha CBOe KOMIeHO. — 3TO NPOM30LW/I0 BO
Bpems 6payHOM HOUM, U Mbl JaXKe He roBopuan 06 3Tom. ITO NPOCTO... CAy4Mnocb. Mol oba 3Hanu,
YTO 3TOT MOMEHT HACTYNUT, N 06a CTECHANUCL CNPOCUTL XOTUM K 3TOro. O6a NPUHANM 33 AAHHOCTb.

fl HMYyero He oTtBeyana. A He xoTena AymaTb O TOM, KaK Obl NAOXO BCE NPOLWAO ANA MEHS U
l'eHpwn, He NOABUCHL Ta UCKpPaA. Ha cneaytolee yTpo OH CUAbHO Pa3rHEBA/ICA M YyBCTBOBA/ BUHY.

ABa nepemecTunacb No ApPYyrytd CTOPOHY KOCTpa, U TAaKTUYHO cena pagom c [xermcom. OHu
CKNIOHW/IN TONI0BbI, U A0 HAC CTann AOHOCUTLCA TUXME 3BYKM MUX FONI0COB, HO A HE Mor/ia pa3obpaTtb, O
4Yem OHM roBOPUIN.

— Korga Mmbl... — Havana s, n npouunctmna ropno. — A 6bl NogoXKAana, ecnm 6ol MHe Aanu
BbI6Op. HO A xoTena atoro. UMeHHO B TOT MOMEHT A NOHANA, Y4TO N6t ero. Bcé npowwno... xopowwo.
MNpasga.

— OT/nM4HO, — ckaszana MepcedoHa OTCTPAHEHHO, MNAAA HA OrOHb. — AuMA 3aCNyXKMBAET 3TOrO.
OH 3acnyxunsaet TebA.

Al nokayana ronosoi. BaxkHo 6bIN10 He TO, YETO OH 3aC/yXKMBaAN, a TO, KOro xoTen. M A noHMmana,
YTO HEe MeHA. — YXKacHbIM cTano yTpo nocne. Korga MeHpW NOHAN, YTO CAy4Mnocb, OH B3becuncs.
3anaHuKoBan. — YBuaes 03agayeHHoe nuo MNepcedoHbl, s noacHUNa: — OH U3BUHUACA U YLLEen, U
nocne 3TOr0 A He BUAENA €ro HECKOJIbKO AHel. OH BepHyY/CA TO/IbKO MOTOMY YTO MeHA ybuna
Kannunona. Otnpasunca 3a mHoi B Moa3emHbIi Mup.

MepcedoHa nomopLinaack, U TUXMM roI0COM Npou3sHecsa: — HeT, 3To He Tak.

— Y10 He TaK?
— OH BepHynca He TonbKo noatomy. — OHa B3goxHyna. — [locne 3aBeplleHUs
bpakocoyeTaHMa, A NPOCTO... Bnana B NaHWKy. — [eBywKa nomopwmaace. — He npowno wm

ABEHAALATM YacoB, a A yXKe noberkana K matepn. OHa yroBopu/ia MeHA BEPHYTbCA M AaTb EMY LUAHC,
N, AO/IKHO BbITb, YTO-TO CKa3ana n Angy, NOTOMY 4YTO OH HonbLle He NbITaNCA KO MHE NPUKOCHYTLCA.
fl cnana B OTAENbHOM KOMHATE, M OH 6oNblue HMKOTAA HU HA YeM He HacTamBan.

Mo Ty cTopoHy KocTpa ABa U [KelMc 3aTnxan. — MHe »anb, — cKalana A. — Tbl He A0/1XKHa
6blna 6bITb ¢ FeHpyU, ecnun He xoTena.

BoT noyemy [I)Kemc Tak HacTamMBa/l Ha TOM, YTOObl i OCO3HA/NA, YTO BOJIbHA YWUTU, €CAN He
XoTena octaBatbcA. OH y»Ke 06bACHMA, YTO Aeno B uctopum MepcedoHbl, HO yCabiWwaB 3TO OT Hee, BCe
KYCOYKM nasna ctanu Ha cBom mecta. Kak u rog Hasapg, [xKermc 3awmiwan meHa Kak mor. Toraa a
nogymasna, Yto nNposasnna UCNbiTaHWe, N NONbITanacb NOKUHYTb MOMeCTbe DAeMm, Xenaa yBuaeTb
CBOK MaTb A0 TOro, Kak oHa ympet. Ho FeHpu oTroBopun meHA. [JKerMmc He 3Han, 4yto A pelmna
0CTaTbCA N0 COBCTBEHHOW BOJIE, M NOKA3a/, YTO 3TO BAXKHO /1A HErO AaXKe LLeHOM CBOEero NpuUKpbITUA.

— Al 6bina monopa, — cKasana MNepcedoHa. — [ymana, yto cpasy nonwbum apyr gpyra. A
BMepBble OKasanacb Aaneko OT MaTepu, WU He 3Hana, 4yero oxunaatb. Ewe n HarHeTano otcyTcTBME
conHua B MNoa3emHom mupe. K coxaneHuto, B 3TOT BOAOBOPOT nonanuv mbl 0ba. — [eBylwKa ¢
COXafNleHMem nokayana ronosBon. — A HUKOrga He gasana emy waHca. OH Tak crtapanca... Tbl He
NOBEPWULUb Ha YTO OH We, YTobbl ocHacTANBUTL MeHA. Ho mHe 6b110 mano. Ero 66110 mano.
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YKe ctemHeno. OrHmM KapHaBana M NoTyxalowmii Koctep 6bl1n e ANHCTBEHHBIMU MCTOYHUKAMM
CBeTa; CHOBa B3rNAHyB Ha MNepcedoHy, A egBa nn Bugena ee nmuo. — OH Bce paBHO ntobun Tebsa, —
CKasana a. — W nobut go cmx nop, 6oblue Bcero Ha ceeTe.

— fl 6onble B 3TOM He yBepeHa. — [lepcedoHa BbiNpAMMAACb M NOocMoTpena Ha Hebo. A
npocneauna 3a ee B3rA4OM, M Korga rnasa NPMBbLIKAM K TeMHOTe, yBWAENa, 4YTo 3Be3abl
PacnoNOoXMANCh B HEMPUBBIYHOM A9 HUX NOPAAKE.

— Tbl CKa3ana, 4To OH oTnpaBuacs 3a Toboi B Mog3eMHbI MUp. Tbl TOYHO ymepaa?

Al KUBHyna. — bblna Houb, A cMaena B TOM NapKe, Ky4a Mbl C MAMOW NPUXOAUAN eLle B POAHOM
ropoge. OHa obmeHANa CBOIO KM3Hb Ha MOIO.

— CBOIO CMEpPTHYIO }XM3Hb, — nonpasuaa A. — Ee Teno Bce paBHO ymupano.

— 3T0 He Ba*KHO, — Bo3pa3suna epcepoHa. — Emy He paspelwleHo 3To AenaTb. A nosugana
HECKO/IbKO UCKOYEHWNI, MOKa NpaBuaa, HO AaKe OHU MMENN MACcCy OrOBOPOK, KOTOpPble 3anpeLuanu
BO3BPALLATbCA HA NOBEPXHOCTb. Paan cnaceHWs TBOeM *KM3HW OH HApylwma Bce, 3a 4YTo Boponca ¢
CaMOro paccBeTa YesioBeyecTsa.

Oxxenmc npounctmn ropno. — OHa BepHO roBopuT, KeinT. OH He gonkeH 6bin Teba cnacaTb.

Ho caenan ato. YnbibasAacb, A 06HANA cebs pyKamu, OLLYTUB XOJIOAHbIA HOYHOM BO3AyX. Al He
3Ha/1la, BXOAMNO /1N 3TO B KAaTEropmio POMAHTMYECKMX XKEeCTOoB, HO Oblna MOYTU yBepeHa, YTo 3TO
3HAUYMNO TaK Ke MHOTrO0, KaK M NOAAPOK B BUAE LLEHKA.

— MoXelwb pacckasaTtb, KaK MHe KOHTPO/AMPOBaTb BMAEHUA? — crnpocuaa A MepcedoHy,
no4yyBCcTBOBaB obneryeHue, KOTOpPoe He [aBaNOCb MHE C MOMeHTa NpubbiTMA B Moa3eMHbIA MUp.
[axke ecnn moe cnaceHue ctomno leHpu AnWwb cobCTBEHHbIX MpaBun M roppoctn, lMNepcedoHa
CcYynTana 3TO BECOMbIM MOCTYMKOM, KOTOPbIN 3Ha4YnA A8 MeHA 60/blie, Yem A0JIKeH bbin. A bbina
yBepeHa, YTo OH caenan b6bl ANA Hee TO e camoe, HO 3TOro He NpousoLwno. fl Bce-Takn MMena XoTb
YTO-TO, Yero He 6blNo y CecTpbl.

— 3T0 NpoCTO, — OTBETMNIA OHa, NOoXaB niedyamu. — Tebe NMWb HYXKHO COCPEAOTOYUTLCA Ha
TOM, F4e X04ellb OKa3aTbCs UM KOFO XOYellb HAUTM.

— Tbl MOXKeLWb HaxXoaAUTb togein? — yaMBAEHHO cnpocua a. [eByLlwKa KUBHyNa.

— Tbl Aenaewb 370, Koraa aymaellb o FeHpu. MNoTpebyeTcs NpakTUKa, HO B UTOre C KaxKAablm
pasom byaet nerye. MNonpobyi, — npepnoxuna oHa. — lNoaymaint 0 Tom, KOro XO4Yellb YBUAETb, U
NOrpy3uncb B 3T MbICAMN.

Co cnos lMepcedoHbl BCe 3BYy4Yano NErko, HO A NMOHATMA He MMEena, KaKk e NpoucxoamT 3To
norpyeHue. Jlenes MbiCb 0 TOM, YTO paan mMeHA FeHpu Hapywwun npaBuaa, s 3aKpblia riasa u
npeacrasuia ero nLo...

Hwu4yero He BbILWO.

— He nonyyaetca, — ckasana A.

— Paccnabbea, — o6bacHMAa MNepcedoHa. — HyKHO Bpemas.

MHe Ka3anocb, YTO HMYEro He NonyyYnTcA. 1 CHOBa M CHOBA NbiTanacb, NOKA He UCCAKNA BcA
NPeXKHAA PagoCTb, OCTaBMB Mnocie ceba NuWb yapyyatollyro HexBaTKy camooueHku. OT ycepammn
Hayana 6onetb ronosa, n Yem Honble MepcedpoHa faBMIa HA MeHs, TemM Bonblle Mcnapanacb Mos
YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, YTO BCE MOYYUTCA.

Heckonbko muHyT cnycta MepcedoHa ckasana: — [MoHayany Tebe npuaerca crtapaTbCa. —
Huuero 6onee obHaaexmBaloLEro A oT Hee He cabiwana. — MoToMy YTO paHblle y TebAa He 6blio
cnocobHocTen.

Moyemy 3TO MMeNo 3HayeHWe A He NoHuMana. M 6blI0 ACHO, YTO CErogHs HMYero He
npousonaet. — CXOXy Nporynawcb, — cAanacb A, U BCTana. Hapaay ¢ CMAbHOM rosioBHOM 60nblo
cTtana 6oneTb U HOra, NO3TOMY A BCTPAXHyNa ee. — MpUHeCY cnaaKol BaThbl.

O6xBaTunB ceba pyKamu, 4Tobbl COrpeTbecs, A HanpaBuaacb KO BXOAY Ha KapHaBan. A NoHMMana,
YTO HWYEro Tak MPOCTO He AacTcs... BeAb ecin 6bl BCE HbINO NPOCTO, Toraa cnpasmaacb 6bl noban
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[eBYLLUKa, U He noTpeboBanucb 6bl HUKAKME UCMbITaHMA. TeM He MeHee, Ha MHEe FPpy30M MOBWUCNIO
OlLyUleHNe MOJIHOrO MpoBana, M OTAANAACL OT fnareps, s He COMHeBanacb B TOM, yTo pebAaTta
WenTaancb 0 MOen Heyaaue.

Bo mHe BCNbIXHY/10 HEFOA40BaHWE, HO A 3acTaBMAa cebs NnogaBuTb ero. OHM He BUHOBATbI B TOM,
YTO A HEe ymMena KOHTPO/IMpOBaTb CBOM BuAeHWA, M ecnn lNepcedoHa roBopuna npasgy, TO CO
BPEMEHEeM, C NMOMOLLbIO TPEHMPOBOK, BCE MOAYyYMTCA. HO A He morna aatb AHW, Hegenn Uau
MmecAubl. A xoTena HayuuTbca ceiyac. Begb ecnm He 3HaTb, 4To TBOPUT Kannuona...

FPOMKUIA TPOXOT 3XOM pasHecca Mo neuiepe. B3gporHye oT yaAuMBAEHUA, A NOCMOTpPena Tyaa,
OTKy/Zla AJOHOCU/ICA 3BYK, U OLLLYTM/1a TOLUHOTBOPHbIN CTPaXx.

C Heba naganu 3Be3apl.
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I'JIABA 10. PACHIEJIMHA

— Kenrt!

Ycnbiwae 6e3ymHbIi KpuK [Kelimca cpeam FpoxoTa CKalbl M 3BOHA KOJIOKOJIbYMKOB, A
BbICKOYMIA C MeCTa KapHaBa/sia U MHCTUHKTMBHO MPUKPbINA ros0By pyKamu. MNoa Horamu gporkana
3eMAA, HO HUKaKMX ynaBLImnX 3Be3z He bbino.

— Y70 NponcxoguT? — B NaHWKE CNPOCMAA A, HaTKHYBLUMCL Ha [xenmca.

— He 3Hat0. — OH 06HAN MeHA, U Mbl NOCNELWNAN K TOMY MECTY, rae pa3senn Koctep. — Yto
6bl 3TO HX 6bINO, A BNEPBble C 3TUM CTA/IKMBAOCH.

Mnama orHA TpeneTano C KaxAablM HOBbIM 3BYKOM, 9XOM pa3AatoLlemca No Bcen newepe, HO Ha
NONAHY, 1eC AU 3EM/IIO PAAOM C MECTOM NpPa3aHecTsa He ynaa HM oauH Kamewek. Aea u MNepcedoHa
rnAgenu Ha Hebo ¢ 04MHAKOBbLIM BbiparkeHMem TpeBoru. Ecam npouncxoasaulee TBOPMAOCH He 34eCh,
Torga roe?

be3o BCAKOro npeaynpexaeHusa, BCE BOKPYr MCYE3/10 M3 BUAY, U A OKasanacb BHe Npenenos
Mop3emHoro mmpa. BmecTo ryctoro sieca, A cToAna Ha yTece C BUAOM Ha OKeaH Takux ronybbix Bog,
KaKMX HUKOrda He BuAaena npexkge. Ero BonHbl ogHa 3a Apyroi AnM3anm necyaHolit 6eper.

Mbi ¢ I>Keiimcom npoBesv Ha STOM OCTPOBE /IMLWb HECKO/IbKO AHEW, HO YBUAEB Ha PACCTOAHUM
APEBHMI ABOpPEL, M TOpYaLuMe 13 BoAbl CKasbl, A 6e30WNO604YHO NOHANG, YTO HAXOXKYCb B Mpeunn.

— Bbl no4yyBCTBOBANM? — KPUKHYN YeW-TO roNocC No3agm MmeHs. — fl BeAb FOBOPWJ, YTO 3TO
cnyuntca. Npeaynpexkaan.

Mwumo npomyanca [unaH, ogeTbid B WOPTbl U MAMKy. B HECKONbKUX dyTax OT MeHs BOKpYr
4yero-To cobpanuncb U Apyrue YneHol coBeTa; Bce OblM 0AeTbl B O4HY U Ty e ogexay. A nogowna
nobanxe.

Al nepeHecnacb croaa, AaxKe He 0CO3HaBas, YTo genato? OKa3aBWKUCL PAAOM C INNOK, A XoTena
NONIOXKNUTb €M PYKY Ha Naevo, HO Ta NPOLL/IA CKBO3b.

Al cHoBa nNpu13pak, a 3TO — BUAEHME, HO HE TO, KOTOPOE A OXKKAana.

— OH BbIpbIBaETCA HapyKy, — CKasana MpeH. OHa 1 ewwé HECKONbKO APYrnX NPOTAHYAN PYKMK K
3em/ie, a N0 MOeMy NO3BOHOYHMKY MPOMNOA3 CTPax.

OHu obpa3oBanyu BOKPYr TPELLMHbI B 3em/ie KobLo. Ta bbina He 6onblue HeCcKobKux ¢yToB B
AZMHY, HO CKBO3b Hee Npobupanncb 3aBUTKM TyMaHa, M3BMBAACb, CNOBHO A3blK 3Meu, KOTopas
npobyeTt BO34yX Ha BKYC.

KpoHoc.

OcTanbHble YneHbl COBETA BbICTaBUAM PYKWU TaK, KaK AeNanu y»Ke BO ABOPLE, U YCUKM TyMaHa
CTanun n3rnbaTbCA, NblITaACb OT YEro-To YIM3HYTb, U B UTOTE CKPbIINCH NOA 3EMIO.

— Y Hero nony4nnocb, — ckasana MpeH, BbiITpana noT co nb6a. — OH BbIpBanCA HA NOBEPXHOCTb.

— Bbl yBepeHbl, 4TO OH BbibepeTca MMEHHO U3-NoA 3eMan? — cnpocun Teo.

— A KaK elle eMy BbIbpaTbCA, €CAM OH 100 3eMaen? — orpbi3Hyaca AunaH. — YecTHoe cnoBo,
A 4YTO TYT €AMHCTBEHHDbIN, Y KOTOpOro paboTtaeT rosnosa?

Hukonac, myx ABbl, 6pocnMn Ha Hero npeaynpeauTenbHbli B3rna4, HO [AunaH Anwb 3aKaTUA
rnasa, U NHy/1 HOCKOM HEMHOIO 3€M/IN B TPELLUHY.

— [Oymaete Kannuona Hawna cnocob ocBob6oanTb ero? — WCNyraHHO cnpocuaa dana, 4to
HbIN0 COBCEM Ha Hee He MOXOoXKe.

— Ecnn Tak, To BCé 6beccmbicneHHo, — oTBeTun AunnaH.

— MpwnaeTtca NpeanonoXnTb, YTO BCE }Ke He Halna, — cKkasana MpeH. B conHeyHoMm cBeTe ee
pblXkMe BO/IOCbI Bcerga bnectenn, HO BnepBble C TOFO MOMEHTa KaK fi ee MOBCTPeYasna, OHU
Haxo4uNuCb B NosHOM Becnopaake. Kaxabl uneH coBeTa BbIrNAAeN NOTPENaHHbIM U UCTOLLEHHbIM.
— Hy)XHO npuaep>KMBaTbCcA NaaHa.



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

— Y106bI KpOHOC YHWYTOXKMA HAC, KaK TO/NbKO [AOraflaetcs, YTO Mbl MNbiITaemcA emy
BOCNpPEenATCTBOBATbL? — BO3pasun AunaH.

— Y706bI y KpOoHOCa He 6b1710 Ha 3TO WaHca. — MpeH B3MaxHyaa pyKol B CTOPOHY pacLLe/InHbI,
M Ta 3anonHuNach 3emnen. OQHAKO Yepe3 HECKOIbKO CeKYHA, TPYHT, KaK MeCYMHKM B MECOYHbIX Yacax,
ccbinanca BHM3, B [loag3emHbI Mup.

— Bcé-Taku Bbibpanca, — Haxmypuaca Teo, U NONOXKUA PYKY HA CNUHY Innbl, ByATO 3awmwLan.
— Hawen naseiKy.

NpeH ckpuBunacb. — MOXKeET M TaK, HO Tenepb Mbl 3HAeM, r4e OH BbINAET HapyXy, U ecnu
noBseseT, TO ycneem yCTaHOBUTb JIOBYLLKY.

— U rpe ke Mbl ee ycTaHOBMM? BOKpyr Bcero octposa?

— Ecnn noHagobutcs, To aa.

AnnaH 3acToHan u ywen, oCTaBUB OCTasIbHbIX TONMUTLCA BOKPYT TpewuHbl. — Mbl Bce ympem,
— CKasan KcaHaep — oAMH U3 MOMX TesioXpaHuTenen B 3aeme, — KOTOPbIA BCE 3TO BpemA CTOAN
MO/143; 1 3anNyCTUA Nafblbl B BONOCHI.

— Hert, He ympem, — 3anpoTectoBana MpeH. — Huyero nogobHOro He cayymTcs, ecam mbl BCé
cAaenaem npasuabHO 1 byaem paboTaTtb coobuua.

— A 4TO ecnu ocCTasibHble YXKe MepTBbl? — CKa3ana 113 APOXKALLMM rO/I0COM.

NpeH npe3putenbHO NOCMOTPENIA Ha Hee, U 3/10CTHO MaxHy/aa PYKOW, YTobbl TpelmHa CHoBa
3anonHWNacb 3emsein, nocne Yero oTBepHynacb. — Ham He AaHO 3TOro ysHaTb, MO3TOMY CTOUT
3aHATLCA CBOMMM Ae/laMU N HAZEATbCA, YTO OHM XUBbl. [Jpyroro Bbibopa HeT.

— Her, ecTb, — KpWKHyA [unaH, cmas Ha Kpato obpbiBa n 6oaTaa Horamm. — Mbl He CTaHEM
6opoTbca ¢ KpoHocom, n byaem HageATbCA, YTO OH OCTABUT HAC B KUBbIX.

He ychablwasg, 4To emy OTBETUAU Apyrve, A CHOBAa OKas3anacb B TemHoTe [loazemHoOro mupa,
6osblue He BUAEB HU COMHLA, HU peunn.

Mpuas B ceba, a pacckasana [xeiimcy, Ase u lMNepcedpoHe, umo Buaena. PebAata cnokoiiHO
CcAywanun, XoTb U CMOTPENn Ha MeHA YAMUBAEHHbIMWU rnaszamu. Mbl BEPHYAUCL K KOCTPY; TPACKa U
rPOXOT NpeKpaTuanCb. KpOHOC CHOBA NoMbiTaeTcA BbIOpaTbCA — 3TO /INLLIb BONPOC BPEMEHMU.

— OH npobpanca yepes NOBEPXHOCTb, — 3aKOHYUNA A CBON paCCKas.

ABa nobnegHena, a NMepcedoHa oTBepHYNach. [pamo Kak caenana MpeH, Korga ycablwana, 4to
KpoHoc cnewHo npubaunrkaetca K nobege.

— CKonbKo elle natm ao sopoT B TapTap? — cnpocun Oxenmc.

— A TO4YHO He 3Hato, — oTBeTuNaA MNMepcedoHa. — NMpUMepPHO HECKOIbKO AHEN.

— Torga Ham HYXHO cnewuTb. — J[)KEMMC NPOTAHYN MHE PYKYy, U A KaKoe-TO Bpems
pasgymbiBana, npexge 4yem MNpuHATb ee. A AONXKHA OCTaBUTb CBOK 3/10CTb Ha MOTOM, KOr4a Mbl
BepHemca B Asopel,. Echm BepHemcsa.

— OHM ceryac 3aHMMAOTCA NoBYyWKOM AnA KpoHoca Ha ocTpoBe, — cKasana A. — Ho
HEeKOoTopble He XOTAT 3TOro AeNaTb.

— Ho BCé ke nonpobytoT? — cnpocun JKenmc, 1 A KMBHYya. — XOPOLLO, YTO XOTb TaK.

CobpaB Bce CBOWM BeLlM, Mbl HaMpPaBWUAUCb TyAa, TAe 3aKaHuMBanocb Hebo. — Y TebA
NONY4MIOCb KOHTPOIMPOBATb BUAeHMe? — cnpocuna MNepcedoHa, waraa pagom.

Al nokayana ronosoi. — Y MeHA He XBaTW/10 BpeMeHu nonpoboBaTb.

OHa Heop06puUTENBHO B34,0XHYNA, HO K CYacTbio, Hosblue HM O Yem He cnpocuna. — Y Teba
TOYHO 3TO MPOUCXOAMT MOACO3HaATeNbHO, — CKasana oOHa. — CHayana MHe TOXe MNpULLIIOCh
NOTPYAMTbCA, HO Tbl YBUAMLb TO, YTO XOYellb yBUAETb, TO/IbKO KOraa AeMUCTBUTE/IbHO MoXKesaelb
aToro. [loBe3n0 TONbKO, YTO Tenepb Mbl MOHANN OTKYAA UCXOAMA FPOXOT.

A1 HMyero He otBeTuna. Moe BuaeHue BCé PaBHO He M3MEHWUT caydmsllerocd. Jlydwee, 4yTo
MOXHO C Hero noay4mTb 3TO NpeaynpexaeHne, HO AaXKe OHO He MMeIo 3HaYeHUA — Mbl U TaK 3HaNU,
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cyem 60p0!'IMCb. Mbl mornu nnwb NOCTYNNTb KaK caenanun I/IpeH, AnnaH n apyrme — CtapatbCA U30
BCEX CMUA U HafeATbCA, YTo BCE noONy4vynTCA.

%k %k %k

WAn mbl Wb HECKONbKO AHEN, a Ka3anocb, YTo Heaenb. Ecam 6bl A go cux nop 6bina
CMEepPTHOM, TO MoOe TeNo 4YyBCTBOBANO Obl cebA HACTONbKO WM3My4YeHHbIM, YTO i He morna 6bl
ABUraTbCsi, He roBOpPA Yy)Ke O TOM, 4yTobbl nocneBaTb 3a [ekimcom u lMepcedoHonn. Kaxkaple
HECKO/IbKO 4YaCoB Mbl C/bllWanuM, Kak pa3faBasicd HOBbIM TPECK M FPOXOT, KOTOpble CTaHOBMAUCH C
Ka*KAbIM Pa3om BCe rpomye, U Noby»Kaanm meHs ABuratbca bbicTpee.

— ITO camoe maneHbKoe oTeepcTue B MoasemMHbit Mup, — nosicHuna MepcedoHa, NoKa Mbl
nnenncb Yyepes beckoHeuHbllt nec. — Koraa Anpg 3axBatun KpoHoca, oH caenan ero, 4tobbl 3aTO4UTb
TOro B TIopbMy. Ho emy cneoBano cpasy »Ke 3aKpbiTb ero, Korga bbina BO3MOXKHOCTb.

Al npuKycmna ryby, utobbl He Orpbi3HYTLCA. FEHPU HEe BUHOBAT B CAyYmMBLUEMCA. Y HEro He 6bi10o
HUKaKMX OCHOBaHUI AymaTb, YTO OAMH M3 YNEHOB €ro CeEMbM NPeaacT PoAHbIX U pas3byamuTt KpoHoca.
FeHpW cuuTan, YTo HesHaHus Kannmonbl O TOM, KaK OTKPbITb BOPOTa, XBaTUT ANa obecneyeHus
Heobxoammon 6esonacHocTu. U xBaTano, noka Kannmnona He cowna ¢ yma.

Bonblwyto YacTb NyTM Mbl WAM Mmonda. Aea u MepcedoHa Aaxke nepectann ccoputbea. Koraa
TpeboBanocb caenaTb OCTAHOBKWU, OHU NMPOAOIKANUCL HE [0/blUEe HECKONbKUX MUHYT. f1 6o/blue He
Hy)Janacb BO CHE, HO K TOMY BPEMEHU, KaK FPOXOT CTa/l C/IbllIEH rae-To B MU/Ie OT Hac, BCE, Yero A
XOTeNla, 3TO CBEPHYTbCA Ka/laYMKOM, 3aKpbiTb rnasa U 6osblle HMKOrga He npocbinatbes. Ecam
Kannunona ocyLiecTBUT cBoM naaH, To A 0643aTebHO MOJy4Yy XKenaHHOoe CMOKOoMCTBUE, a BA0OOABOK —
HEMHOrO KPOBU U HEBEPOATHYIO 60/b.

MpPaKTUYECKUN KaKAablii pas3, Kak Mbl OCTaHaBAMBAIMCb, MEHA OXKWAaN HOBbIM LLBETOK, U NpexKae,
Yem KTO-TO MOT 3aMeTUTb, A K/lana ero B KapmMaH K ropctke apyrix. MHe Ka3anocb, YTO KaxKabli U3
HUX CTAaHOBW/ICA MeHblle, YTOObl YCTYNUTb MECTO HOBbIM, W KaKAbli AaBan MHe Hagexay, Yto Bcé
byne xopowo. NeHpn U Mmama BbIKMBYT. Kak TONbKO Mbl gobepemcs A0 HMX, HaM He npuaertca
cparkaTbcs ¢ Kannmonoi u KpoHOCOM B OAUMHOYKY.

OpHaxagbl AHem, nocpeam neca, NMepcedoHa BAPYr BKMHYNA PYKY, U Mbl BCE OCTAHOBU/IUCb. —
Ham ctoga, — ckasana oHa, yKasblBan Haneso. — Yke 61u3sKo.

OHa obolna BOKPYr HECKONbKO AEepeBbeB M OCTAHOBMJIACh Y TYCTOro KycTapHUKa. Mpuces Ha
KOPTOYKW, OHa pa3aBMHYNA ero BeTKM, 0OHapYKMBaAs NIOCKMIA YePHbIN KameHb. KaK TOT, U3 KOToporo
cocronana neuwepa. Moe cepaue yyaweHHo 3abmaocs.

— 370 CTeHa newepbl, — CKasana AeBYLIKa, HEXKHO NPOBOAA PYKOM MO MOBEPXHOCTU KaMHA. —
loe-To 3a4echb A0MKHA ObITb TPELWMHKa... BoT!

Ee pyka norpysmniacb B, Ka3anocb Obl, LENOCTHbI KaMeHb, HO KOrga OHa BblHy/Na ee, i He
3amMeTunna HUKaKoro oteepctma. — A Hawna, — ckasana MepcedoHa. — Ham XBaTUT 3TOro packona,
4YTOBbI NPOTUCHYTLCA MO OAHOMY.

— Kak ganeKko oH Hac nepeHeceT? — HepPBHO cnpocuna Asa.

— He 3Hato. f HMKOrAa He npoxoawna vepes 3ToT Bxod. — OHa BbINPAMMAACL U OTPAXHY/A
NbiAb € NNaTbs. — Hy uTto, naem?
ABa B3A/la MeHA 3a pPyKy, HO [)Kelmc npeaynpexaarolle nocMmotpen Ha Hac. — KeWt, Tbl

OCTaHelWbCA 34€eCb.

A dbIpKHYNa. — Ara, KOHeYHo.

OH NpOTAHYAN PYKY, 4TOObI KOCHYTLCA MOEro naeYya, Ho i OTNPAHYAa. — fA cepbe3HO, — HacToAN
oH. — Kannunona nonbiTaetcs youTb TebA, KaK TONbKO YBUAMUT. Tbl TONbKO CTaHeLWb 00y301A.

Al noBepHynacb K ABe B MOMCKaxX NOALEPHKKMU, HO OHa HEOTPbIBHO cMmoTpena cebe nog Horwy,
Kycaa HUKHIo ryby. — M Tbl Tyaa Ke? — A BblgepHyna CBOK pPyKy. — To eCTb Bbl XOTUTE CKa3aTb, YTO
6e3 ocoboro TpyAa cnpaBMUTECh CO BCEM, HO MHE C BAMU UATU HeNb3A?
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— Henb3s, noTomy 4TO MOKeLb yMmepeTb, — oTBeTUAN xKenmc. — Tbl 3HaelWwb 3TO.

— A 3aKkntounia ¢ KpoHocom caenky...

— HeyXenu Tbl Bepulb B TO, YTO OH CTAHET ee MpuUAepKuBaTbCcA? — yauBunacb ABa. —
Oxxenmc npas. Kannmona xouyet youtb 1eba, 1 ecam Tbl bygewb pagom ¢ HaMK, OHa OTBeYeTca oT
ocTanbHoro. Kak Tonbko OHa pa3aenaetca ¢ Tob6oM, TO NPOAONKMUT OCYLLECTBAATb OCTa/IbHYHO YacTb
CBOEro NnaHa, U TorAa y»Ke HUKTO He CMOXKET CKas3aTb, YTo byaeT ganblue.

— Y T1ebsa coBcem HeT onbiTa, — Aobasun Oxenmc. — Tbl HE MOKelb KOHTPOMPOBaTb CBOU
cnocobHocT. Ecnm nongewsb € HaMK, TO /lydlliee, YTO MOXKHO OXMAaTb OT Kannumonbl, 3TO YTO OHa
ybbeT Teba bbicTpo.

— Al npozenbiBana BeCb 3TOT NyTb HE ANA TOro, 4Tobbl CMAETb CNOXKA PYKM, MOKA Bac ybuMBaloT,
— BO3pPasuNa A, CKUMaA PYKM B Ky/aKK.

— A ana yero Torga? — cnpocuna lNepcedoHa. — 3aech Tbl BO BCEX OTHOLWIEHMAX becrnosiesHa,
M Tbl AOCTAaTOYHO YMHA, 4TOObl MOHMMATbL 3TO. Torga 3a4em Tbl WANA? Tbl HUYEM HE MOMONKELUDb,
TONbKO YMpeLlb...

OHa BApYr OCTaHOBWNACb, M KOTAa BCE NOHANA, €e rN1a3a PacmMpunncb oT yauBaeHus.

— Tbl cobupaewbesa npegnoxnTb Kananone caenky?

Jenmc ocyKaatouLe NoCMOTPen Ha MeHsA, a y ABbl OTBMC/IA YeNtoCcTb. MOM LLEKKU 3anblaanum, HO
A He oTBOAMNaA B3rnsaga ot MNepcedoHbl. — HeT, — cKasana A HACTONbKO ybeanTenbHO, HACKObKO
morna, Ho MNepcedoHa Bce paBHO NOKayasia ros0Bo.

— Tbl NpocTo nAnoTKa. Hactosawaa ngmotka. MHe nneBaTtb, YTO 3a cAe/lKa Yy Bac ¢ KpoHocom,
WAN KaK cunbHO Teba xoueT ybutb Kannmona. Bcakvm caoenkam npuaet KOHel, Kak TO/IbKO Tl
ABMLWbCA TyAa.

— leHpU }KNBET TO/IbKO M3-3a Teba, — ckasana Asa. — Ecau Tbl ympellb, TO OH TOXKE He CMOXKeT
¥KUTb C BUHOM, YTO Tbl CAE€NaNa 3TO pagm Hero.

— Tbl fONXKHA NOHATb... €cn FeHPU UCYE3HET, Mbl HE CMOMKEM BbICTOATb NPOTUMB KpoHoca, —
Aobasun [xxenmc. — [arke ecnv A 3alMMy ero MecTo, A BCE paBHO He NPUHAANEXKY K YACAY LIECTEPKMU.
Y MeHA HeT Tol cuAbl, KoTopas ecTb Y FeHpu, uTobbl Aep:kaTb KpoHoca B 3aToyeHUU. Ham Henb3s
PUCKOBaTb.

fopbKMe cnesbl CTanAW MowmnbiBaTb rfasa. A MOprHyna, 4tobbl He pacnnakatbCA, HO
6e3pe3ynbTaTHO. fl BbiTEP/IA WEKM, M NOCMOTPENa Ha pebAT, a BHYTPM KUMENM THEB M pa30yapoBaHue.
— To ecTb A ocTarCchb 34echb? YTo cnyumTca, ecnm Bbl NOormbHeTe? YTo XKe MHe Toraa genatb?

— JT0ro He npounsongeT, — dbipKHyna NepcedoHa. — ECTb TONbKO 04MH cNOCob A0roBOpUTLCA
¢ Kannvonon — paTb et To, 4ero oHa xo4eT. TaK KaK Mbl HE MOXXeM oTAaTb el Teba, Toraa caenaem
Aapyroe.

— W 4T0 Ke? — ropbko cnpocuna A. — Ybegute leHpu nonobutb ee M caenaTb CBOEM
Koponesomn?

MepcedoHa cHoBa ¢pblpKHYyNa. — ELe yero. A NpocTo oTKpoto BpaTa.

N npexkae yem KTo-n1Mbo M3 HaC CMOr ee OCTaHOBUTb, OHA MOAMMIHYNA U UCYE3Na 33 CTEHOM.
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I'/IABA 11. UHTPU /L

ABa ynana psfoM C KYCTapHMKOM Ha KOJIEHM WM CTana HalwynbiBaTb B KAMHE Ty TPELUUHY, Yyepe3
KoTopyto npouwna MepcedoHa. JSlec BOKPYr CMEHWUACA NIYTOM, NOAHbIM Pa3HOO6pPa3HbIX LLBETOB, HO
MOS NaHWKa 3aTMMK/Ia BCAKUIN MHTEPEC K TOMY, YTO OKPYKano Hac.

— OHa e roBopuna He cepbe3HO? — obpaTnnack A K Apy3bam, nomellas [AxKemcy nssepraTtb
yepeay pyraTenbCTB, KOTOPblE HAKOrA4a He 0XKAana OT HEro yC/blWwaTb.

— [la oHa c yma cowna, — oTteBetTuna Aea. — WHorpga Ha ee ¢poHe Kannmona — BnosnHe
BMEHseMbl YyenoseK. Mbl Tak 6binn pagbl M3b6aBUTbCA OT Hee, Korga OHa pewuna cbexatb ¢
ALOHMCOM.

[xxenmc HaBuC Hag ABOM, M NPOBEN PYKOM MO TOMY MeCTY, Yepe3 KoTopoe mncyesna MNepcedoHa.
— HeT, paga 6blna TonbKo mel. BoT TeHpu 4yTb He noBecuscA. — 3aKOHYMB M3y4aTb KaMeHb, OH
CKasan: — Al Hawen. — Ero pyKa CKob3HyNa BHYTPb, 1 ABa 06/1er4eHHO B340XHYNa.

— MoKanyicta, — ymonana A. — [ante mHe nonTn ¢ Bamu. MNoka Bbl ByaeTe pa3roBapumBaTh C
Kannvonon, a rpge-Hnbyap cnpadycb. Ecnm 6yay npocto cuaetb M XaaTb, TO conagy € yma oT
H6ecnokoiicTsaa.

— fl He mory B3ATb TebA ¢ coboi, ecnn 3Hato, YTO Tbl HE BbIOEPELLbCA OTTYAA KUBOW, — OTBETU/
Oxenmc. — MpocTtu. A 3Hato, KAK MHOTO 3TO 3HAYMUT Aas Tebs, NO3TOMY Mbl CAE/1aEM BCE BO3MOMKHOE,
4yTo6blI 0CBOHOAUTL MX. HO Ham Henb3Aa PUCKOBATb TBOEM KM3HbID, KOrga 3TO CTAaBUT MOA Yrposy m
XU3Hb eHpu. MoxanyihcTa, He YC/IOXKHAN BCe.

Al 3ymneHHo cmoTpena Ha csoero apyra. OH ¢ Tem »Ke ycnexom mor 6bl NPOCTO yAapuUTb MeHA
no auuy. Nontn ctoga bbIN10 MMEHHO Mmoel naeen. OHM Obl gaxke He nowawn coga, ecin bbl A He
HacToana. MHe yaanoch Ha Bpema nsbasutbcs oT KpoHoca, HO 5 BCE paBHO Obina 0by3oi?

— [la yXX nNpocCTn, 4TO cO34ak0 CTONbKO Npobnem, — BbiNAOHYNA A. — [1poCTN, 4TO Kpome
IMWHEN Howu Hu4yero 6onble n3 ceba He npeacTaBasatn. HO M Tbl NOMMM MeHA: KaK 6bl Tbl ceba
4yBCTBOBA/, €/ 6bl MpoLen BeCb 3TOT NyTb, @ B KOHUe Tebe cKaszanu: «Tbl TYT becnonesen»?

— Kak aepbmo, — OTBETWUA OH, He OTpbiBaA rnas. — OfHaKo, ecan bbl A OKa3anca Ha TBOEM
MecTe, TO MOHAN, YTO BepHee Bcero byaeT NoCTynuTb NPaBUIbHO, KakK bbl TAXKENO 3TO HK Bbio.

Ha rnasa ctann HaBopauyMBaTbCA CNe3bl, HO A BbICTPO CMaxHy/1a UX. ITO BbII0 NPOCTO HEYECTHO.
Al MMmena nosHoe NpaBo AenaTb BCE BO3MOXHOE, YToObl NOMOYb UM. A He xoTesla YyMUpaTb, HO U He
XOTE/Na }UTb B MUPE, rAe KaxKabl YNeH coBeTa MepTs, a KpoHOC BocceaaeT Ha NpecToie...

— Y Hac Bce Noy4uTCca, — yTelnaa MmeHs ABa, HO y camol rnasa 6biIM Ha MOKPOM MecTe. —
Ho Tonbko ecnn He byaem becnokoutbcs o Tebe. Mpowy, Kent. FeHpu nobut teba. OctaBb emy
NPUYMNHY BEPHYTbCA AOMOMN.

Paspywmnnuncb nocneaHue Kpynuubl Moei cuibl BOAW. A BbiTEP/A LWEKU FPA3HBIMU PyKaBamu
cButepa. — ObewaiTe, YTO BEPHETECD.

HWKTO U3 HUX He oTBeTUA. [)KEeMMC HAaKNOHUACA KO MHE, U BMepBble 32 HECKO/IbKO AHEeN, 5 He
oTnpsHyna. OH npuxanca rybamm K moew weke, n 6e30 BCAKUX CI0B 5 MOHAMA, YTO 3TO 3HAYUO.

Mpowaii.

Al cmoTpena, Kak OHM OAMH 33 APYrMM mcyesanun B cTeHe. MocnegHnm 6bin [Oxkenmc, YToObI
ybeaunTbes, 4To A He nocnenyto 3a HUMK. KaK To/ibKo oHM 06a nponanu 13 Buay, A PyXHy/a Ha 3eM/10,
OLLYTMB NINLLb FPy3 COBCTBEHHOM 6€CNOMOLLLHOCTM U rops, U 3annakana.

MepcedoHa OTKpoOeT BOPOTa, U KaK TONbKO Aeno byaeTr caenaHo, KpoHoc Bcex ybber. A s
HWUYero He CMOry C 3TUM caenaThb.

%k %k %k

Al He 3Hana, Kak A0/ro cnaena, 3apbiBLUKNCH IMLLOM B /Iaf0HM, MOKa CNe3bl BCE TEKAU U TEK/N.
lpyab 6bonena, a Bce Teno npobupana Apoxb. A Tak xoTena NoWTU 3a APY3bsSMM, HO HE MOrAa.



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

Kannvona nobeanTt HecMoTpA HM Ha 4To. CTOUT MHe MPOWTM Yepes3 CTeHy, OHa ybbeT MeHA; CTouT
MNepcedoHe ocBob6oanTb KpoHOCca, OHa yObeT MeHs.

lMaHWKa NOCTEMEHHO CMEHMAACb HEMPEOAO/IMMbIM KeNaHUMeM YBUAETb, YTO MPOMCXOLUA0 C
MOMMW poaHbIMKU. OTYasABLUUCL, A M30 BCEX CWUA CTapaslaCb COCPEAOTOMMTbCA U HaNpPaBUTb CBOW
pa3yMm 3a CTEHY, B NeLepy, HO Nepes, rnazamm Maaumna BCE TOT Ke YEePHbI KaMeHb.

Al NblTanacb CHOBa U CHOBA, CHOBA WM CHOBA, NOKa PblgaHMA He CMEHU/INCb YYBCTBOM 3/10CTWU.
Huyero He nonyyanock. Noyemy A Tak NErKO NPOHMKaNA B BUAEHMA, KOTAA HE 3a4YMbIBaNacb O HUX,
HO KOr4a *KM3Hb MOEN CEMbW BMUCEA HA BONOCKE, A AaXKe He MOr/a yBUAETb AmMuo eHpn?

— 31, npuseTt?

OT HEeOXMAaHHOCTM A NoANpbIrHyaa. lymas, 4To MeHa Kakum-To obpasom Hawna Kanauona, s
BCKOYMNA HA HOTU, roToBasA 6exaTb UAM CNOMATb el HOC, B 3aBUCMMOCTM OT TOTO, YTO OKA3anochb Obl
Nnerye, HO BMeCTO Hee, A BCTPeTUAACh IMLOM K INLY C PbIXKEBOJIOCON A,EBYLIKOM, YEN HOC NOKPbIBana
POCCbINb BECHYLLEK. B pyKax OHa gepKana Kposuka.

— K10 TbI? — Ccnpocuaa A, Korga AesylwKa caenana war snepea. A otctynuna.

— A WHrpung, a ToI?

Al nonbITanacb ycnokouTbeA. [LoKHO BbiTb, 3Ta N0AAHA Oblna YaCTblo pas 3TOM AeBYLWKMU. 3a BCe
Bpema Hawero nytm 6onbWKMHCTBO Ayw nmvbo msberannm Hac, MO0 BOBCE HE 3HA/IM O Hallem
NOABNEHMN, @ KOrga AOBOAMNOCL C KEM-TO M3 HWUX NMOrOBOPUTb, TO 3TO MPOUCXOAUNO HE [OANT0, U
pa3roBapmBea/ia C HAMW B OCHOBHOM ABa, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 i OKa3anacb o0gHa.

— Al Kent. MpocTtu, yto BTOPraack K Tebe. A xay...

— [xxemca n Ay, — OTBETM/A Ta, HUYYTb HE YAMBMBLUMCL. — fl 3HAtO, A BaC BMAENa.

A moprHyna. — OTKyAa Tbl 3Haelb UX MeHa? — HeyKenun oHa cabiwana Haw pasrosop? Ho A
He Moraa NPUNOMHMUTb, TOYHO 1M 06paLLanacb K CBOMM APY3bAM MO UMEHMW.

— Hac nosHakomun lNeHpu. — OHa noyecana KPO/sMKa MeXKAy ywamMn 1M OCTOPOXKHO OMycTMAa
ero Ha 3emnto. TOT MOCKAKan K Ky4Ke ApYruX *KUBOTHbIX, BUAMMO, OXKMAAMOWMX BO3BPaLLEHMA
UHrpuna.

— leHpn? — fl HepBHO OTAEpPHYNA pyKaBa cBoero ceutepa. — OTKyAda... OTKy4a Tbl 3HaelWb
leHpun?

— OTKyga mn Tbl, — BeECeNo OTBeTWNA AeByWwKa. — Tbl Beab ero KeHa, ga? Keint? O Tebe
pacckasbiBana Kannumona.

Cepgue nponyctuno yaap. — Kanaunona 6bina 3gecs? Korga?

— [HasHo ewe. — NHrpug noxana naed4amun. — MNotom oHa ywna n 6onblie He BO3BpaLLANACh.
XoTAa 'eHpU cKa3an, UTO OHa He A0/XKHa bblna 3TOro Aenathb.

N cHoBa oHa ynomuHana leHpu. OTKyaa *Ke oHa ero 3Hana? OH BbIHOCWMA pelleHWe Mo ee
y4actn? Ho 310 He 06bACHANO Toro ¢$aKTa, YTo OHa 3Hana Kannvony, n nodemy Ta npuxoaunna coaa.

Kpome Kak...

Mow rnasa pacwupunmcb. — Tbl 04HA M3 Tex AeByLleK, KoTopbix youna Kannvona?

NHrpua, ny4esapHo ynbibHyNacb, Yero A TOYHO He oXugana. — Tbl cabiwana 060 mHe? MNpocTo
HeBepoATHO. Tbl BeAb MO KyMuUp.

Kannvona ybuna ogMHHaguaTb AeBYLIEK A0 MOero npuesaa B 3aem, Ho MNMoasemHbin mup 6bin
HACTO/IbKO OFPOMEH, YTO A HUKOTAa He AyMana, YTO BCTPeYyCb C O4HOM U3 HUX.

— f... ? Ho... nouemy?

OHa ofapuna meHAa B3rALOM, KOTOPbIMA O3HaYa/, YTO A U CaMa AO0/KHA 3HATb OTBET Ha CBOWM
Bonpoc. — [MoTOMy 4TO Tbl BbIMIpasiia U HaKasasa Kanamony 3a 10, YTO OHA cAenana co MHOM. U He
TOJIbKO CO MHOWM, a CO BCeEMW TeMM AeBylwKamu. — OHa B340XHY/1la. — ITO NPOCTO Y*KacHOo, Aa? En Tak
MHOTO0 pa3 yAanocb NPOBEPHYTb 3T0. A Bbina rnynas, pa3 Bepuaa B Hawy ApyKoOy.

— Tbl He 6blna raynas. Mpocto... OHa Beab 60rmnHs.
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JeBywKa ycmexHynacb. — Kak 1 Tbl Tenepb. Pacckaxkm mHe o060 Bcem. KakoBo 3T10? YTO Thl
ymeewb genatb? Tbl MOXKewb xoAuTb No Boge? A netatb? A Bcerga xoTena ymeTtb feTaTb. ITO Tak
340p0BO, Aa? Kak U Xutb BeyHo...  umeto B BuAay, Mog3emHbii MUP M TaK XOpOLW, HO OH OCTaeTcA
MoA3zemMHbIM MUPOM.

[na MmeHA 3TO He UMeNI0 HUKAKOro 3HaYeHUA, NOTOMY YTO y BeccmepTHbIX MHaA yYecTb. — Posb
HOrMHU HMKAK He HA30BELLb JIEFKUM LEe/I0M.

— [Mouyemy? — nouHTepecoBanacb pfesywka. A Konebanacb, He 3HAaA, CTOUT /N e
pacckasblBaTb, HO MHrpua Bce paBHO Hblna MepTBa, U HE MOT/1a MOKUHYTb 3TO MecTo. Kpome ToOro,
OHa TOXe HaBepHAKa c/blwana rpoxoT. Kak u Becb MogzemHbii mup. NosToMy OHa 3acnyKmBana
ycnblWwaTb Npasay.

N a BCE pacckasana. CKpblBana /Wb HeKoTopble AeTanu, U He ocobo BAaBanacb B
nogpobHocTn. K Tomy BpeMeHM, Kak MOM pacckas NoAoLwWen K KOHLY, ee nLo cTano 6aegHbiM, M OHa
CXBaTWNa KPOAMKa U 06HANA ero, YToObl YCNOKOUTLCSA.

— OHM ywam n octaBunn 1eba 34ecb? — CNPOCKIA OHA, U A KMBHYNA. — ITO yXKacHo. OHM Beab
y*Ke MoryT 6bITb MmepTBbl. CTO/IbKO BPEMEHM NPOLLJIO.

— Ara, — 6ypKHyna a. MHe He xoTenocb gymaTtb 06 sTom.

— Tbl BCe paBHO A40/I)KHA MONTWU 33 HUMM, — CKA3ana AeBYyLUKA, OXMBUBLIUCL 3TON naeen. —
Tbl cmorna nobeguTb ee ogHaxkAbl, Nobeanwb U cenyac. Ecnm KTo u cnocobeH Ha 3To, TO 3TO — Tbl.

Al 3aKycmuna ryby. — OHa ybuna MmeHs, Kak M Bcex Tex Aesywek. A »KuBa Auwb Hnaropapa
MaTepu, OHa 06MEHANA CBOIO }KM3Hb HA MOIO.

— N uto? — UHrpmna Ha war npubansmnack KO MHE, U Ha 3TOT pas st He OTCTynuaa. — To 6biso,
Korga Tbl 6bl1a cmepTHON. Tenepb *Ke Tbl 60rMHA. M YTO € TOro YTO Tbl HE MOXKELLb KOHTPOMPOBATL
BuaeHuA? Monas Tyaa, Tebe oHWM He NoHagobATCA.

— Ho ecnn Kannunona ybbeT meHA, TO HeM3BeCcTHO Kak nocTynut FeHpu. Korga MNepcedoHa
paccKaxeT el Kak ocBoboanTb KpoHoca, To BcA Hagexaa byaeT Ha Hero.

NHrpug B3goxHyna. — Tbl 4TO, ewe He NoHAna? Tenepb Tbl OAHA M3 HWUX. YTO C TOro, 4to
Kannnona cunbHee 1e6A? Tbl 0cobeHHasn, U MO3TOMY OHa He cMoXeT ybutb Teba. born He moryT
ybusatb apyrmnx 6oros.

— Ho TutaHbl moryT.

— Tbl roBopuaa, 4TO 3aKAuMNA caenky ¢ KpoHocom. MHe KaxeTtcA, 4to 3Tto Aaet Tebe
HeKkoTopyto ¢opy, BeAb Tbl Oblna C HUM MW, U HE NbITAIACb 3aTOYUTbL B TEMHMUILLY, KaK HEKOTOpbIE.

A 3apymanacb. Ee cnoBa wmmenu cmbicn, 0cobeHHO yumTbiBaa TOT ¢akT, yto Kannuona
NOCTOAHHO KOMaHAoBana um. N cyaa no nosepeHmto KpoHoca, ero ato gocrano. fl 6oablie Bcero Ha
CBeTe XOoTesa CKasaTb: «K uepTy», n NOMTU BCies 3a APY3bAMMU, HO 3TO He pewnT npobaemy c MeHpw.
— Ecnv co MHOM YTO-TO CAYyYUTCA...

— [la HMyero He cnyuntca, — yBepuna gesyweka. — Tol npes3owna Koponesy boros, u ctana
Koponesow MogzemHoro mupa.

— HeTt. KpoHoc nomewan uepemoHnn. — A Haxmypuaaco, raaa Ha HEBUHHbLIN LLBETOK.

— W uto? Tbl BCe paBHO KoposieBa. M 4yToObl AOKasaTb 3TO, HE HyXHa HWKaKaAa raynas
LuepemMoHumA.

FnApA Ha LBETbI Y CBOMX HOT, A BAPYF OCO3HaNa, YTO OHU BblIM TaKMMU XKe, KaK Te, YTO NoCbINan
MHe [eHpwu. BOT, OTKyZa OHM NOABAANUCH... U BCE-TAaKM OHU 6bln OT Hero. OH xoTen, 4Tobbl A npuwia
ctoga. Xoten, ytobbl A nomorna.

— fl He mory Tak pUCKoBaTb, — MOA PeLIMMOCTb CTana yneTyuymsaTbca. — He mory puMckosaTb
*KU3HbIO [eHpu.

NHrpug cepanto nocmotpena Ha MeHA. — [laBal pacckaxky Tebe, Kak obctoaT aena. MNpowno
MHOrO BpemeH#, a Aea n [Ixxeiimc 4o cux nop He BepHyaucb. Ceyac oHM MbO NbITatoTCA HE3AMETHO
NOAKPACTbCA K Hel, IMBO OHa X yxKe cBA3ana. Yto Tbl Byaewb Aenatb, €CM OHU He BepHyTCA?
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Bygewb Xpatb noka Kannvona wWBbIpHET 4yepe3 OTBEPCTME B KAaMHE WX KOCTOYKM, 4TOObI Tbl
HaBepHAKa y3Hasia, YTO OHa C HUMM caenana? Nam e BCNOMHULWb, YTO Tbl KOPONEBA U HAYHELWDb
6opoTbcA 33 cBOE LLApPCTBO?

3710 uapcteo 6bI10 He moum. OHO NpuHaanexano MeHpu. — A garke He 3acNyXKMBaK 34ecCb
Haxo4uTbCA, — ceToBana A. — [eHPU CTOUT NO3BOINTb MHE YMepeTb. fl He 3aCNyK1Bato TOro, YTobbI
6bITb 6OrMHEN, ero }XeHol Nan ero KoposieBow...  HUKOrAA 3TOro He 3acayKmeania. MHe fanu WaHc
TO/IbKO NOTOMY YTO 60/IblE HUKOFO HE OCTaNOCh.

NHrpug B 3ameLaTensCTBe KayHyna ronosoi. — Huyero nogobHoro. F'eHpu He rayn, v oH Gbl
HUKOr4a He J,0BEepPUA CBOE LLAPCTBO Ye/I0BEKY, KOTOPbIN, MO €r0 MHEHUIO, He CMOT 6bl YNPaBAATb UM.

3TO TaK, HO NPU HEMMEHUK ApYyroro Bbibopa. ITOro A BC/AYX He CKasana.

NHrpna, pasgpakeHHO OblpKHYNAa M CTana pacxakMBaTb BOKPYr meHA, 6yaTo oueHuBaAa. —
Pa3Be Tbl He NnoOHMMaewWwb? Tebs, Kak U MeHA B CBOe Bpems, BbIGpaan, NOTOMy YTO Tbl 0OCOHeHHaA. —
[Jesywka nepebpocunna Bonockl Yepes nnevo. — Ecnm 6ol He Kanaunona, a 66l cenyac Hoi1a Ha TBOEm
MecTe, U 3Haelb, YTo? A 6bl ToXe 6osnacb. A 6bl 04eHb, o4eHb bosnack. BbiTb cMenbiM — 3TO He
3HAUYUT «HMYEro He 60ATbCA». ITO 3HAYMT — 6OATbCA, HO BCE PaABHO MPOAO/XKATL AeNaTb TO, YTO
AO/KEH.

— Ho A HUYem He mory UM NOMOYb, — OTBETW/IA A C TOPEYbIo.

— KaK MO)KHO 3HaTb 3TO, Aaxe He nonpobosaB? — OHA OCTAHOBWM/IACb HANPOTUB MEHA U
MOTHY/1a TON0OBOWM B CTOPOHY CTeHbl. — He OHM 3aKnoumnm cnegky ¢ KpoHocom, a Tbl. Ecam ¢ HUMm
Yy)Ke 4YTO-TO MPOM30LWNO, TO Tbl WX NOCNegHAA Hagexaa. MNomorn um. [okaxkm cebe, 4yTo
3acnyKmBaelwb. JJOKaxu, U yBuaub, noyemy F'eHpu BepuT B TebA.

— A ecnn meHa ybbioT? — Al NHy/1a HebOo/bLIOM KamelleK, U OH MPONEeTe/l HECKONbKO $yTOB,
MOKa He yAapu/ca O KAMEHHYH CTeHY. — YTO ecain U3-3a MeHA BCeX YyObtoT?

— A 4YTO ecnu Tbl NOMOMKELLb UM BbIXKUTb?

Tenepb A Buaena, nodyemy leHpu Bbibpan ee B KAyecTBe MOTEHLMANbHOM KOponeBbl. ITa
AeBYyLWKa Oblna YMHa; MU MHe Ka3a/soCb, YTO CKOJIbKO Obl NET A HU MPOXKMAA, A He Obl He cmorna
AOCTUTHYTb TaKOM e myapocTu. Ee onTummam 6bia 3apasuteneH.

N yto ecnn oHa 6blna npasa? Yto ecnm Oxenmc, ABa MU — Kak Obl A HM He nobuna ee —
MepcedoHa b6binn B beae, u HyXaganucb B Moein nomowm? Ecan 8 npoiay CKBO3b OTBEPCTME B TOM
CTeHe, TO cKopee Bcero 60/blle HE CMOry KOHTPO/IMPOBaTb CBOO *KM3Hb. XOTA, Korga A Boobue ee
KOHTpO/npoBana?

A BCIO CBOIO YM3Hb KaTWNACb MO HAK/IOHHOM, HE UMEeA HU OXMAAHUM, HM ambuunii. A 3abbina,
YTO 3HAYMT ObITb OTBETCTBEHHOM 33 CBO KM3Hb. A TaK MHOFO CMA NOTPATMAA Ha MOMOLLL Mame B
6opbbe 3a XM3Hb, YTO COBCEM noTepsna cebs. 1 Bceraa Aenana To, YTo oHa, eHpU, U ocTanbHble
roBopuan mHe. [lake pelleHMe OTKa3aTbCA OT MNpPeasioKeHus FeHpU MPUCOeAUMHUTLCA K Hemy B
3aeme, 3aKOHYMNOCh KAaTaCTPODUYECKMMM NOCAEACTBUAMM, KOTOPbIE BbIHYAUAN MEHA NOUTU B TOM
Hanpas/iieHMN, B KOTOPOM 5l He xoTena uatn. Ho co BpemeHem fi MOHANA, YTO 3TO U3MEHWUIO MO
XU3Hb K Ayywemy. A nobuna FeHpu, a COBET CTa/l MHE CEMbEN, KOTOPYIO A HWUKOrAa He umena.
MepexkmB mecTb Kannuvonbl, A NoAy4nMna npekpacHoe npemmylilectBo — beccmepTtue, KoTopoe,
OZHAKO, He MMeno B cebe HMKAKOro CMbIC/a B Cayvae rmbenn Bcex Moux pogHbix. fl He xoTena, 4Tobbl
3TV MbICAN NOCELLLAIN MOIO FO/I0BY.

Ho Bce e A caenana, 4to Ao/mKHa 6bina. MOTOMY UTO KTO-TO NPUHYAMUA MEHA MAaHUMYNALUAMM.
MoA MaTb BCHO KM3Hb BOCMUTLIBANA BO MHE TOTO Ye/10BEKA, KOTOPbIA CMOT 6bl MPOWTU UCNbITAHKA, a
APYy3bA, KOTOPblE NOABWUIUCL Y MEHA MMEHHO B Daeme, cONN3UANCL CO MHOM TOIbKO ANLLIb /1A TOFO,
4yTobbl A BAOOUNack B MeHpu. COBET TaK WAM MHaYye ynpaBAAa MOeM KU3Hbt. OT UX OXKUAAHUM A
ctana ana leHpu obyson. Haw ¢ HUM 6pak bbia YyacTbio NaaHa. Moe poxaeHue H6bl10 YacTblo N1aHa.

[xeimc 6bi1n1 NPaB: HAYTO B MOEN KM3HM HE NPOMCXO4MN0 NO Moewn Bone. Ho ceityac A rotosa
6blna McnpasuTb 3T0.
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— Xopolwo, — cKkasana a. — A nonay. Ho ecnm Kannnona ybbet meHa, ToO BUHOBaTa byaellb Tbl.

NHrpug 3acuana. — HeT, Tbl CTaHeWb MOMM AO/IKHUKOM, KOrga crnacelb Ux.

— lMoyemy Tbl TaK yBEPEHa, YTO Y MEHSA NONYYNTCA, €CIN AaXKe He 3Haellb MeHs?

OHa oTnycTMNa KPosMKa M BbICTPO 06HANA MeHA. fl He ycnena OTCTPAHUTLCA, HO M He xoTena
aToro genatb. Ee Towme pyykn okyTanm meHa TeNA0oM, B KOTOPOM 5l TaK HyXaanacb. — B Teba seput
leHpu. N mHe 3TOro 40CTaTo4YHO.

— Cnacmbo, — HenoBKo NpousHecna a. — A nonpobyto.

Kak TONbKO OHa MeHsi OTNyCTMAA, A NOAOWAA K KAMHIO M CTaNa HallynbiBaTb B HEM TPELLUUHY.
Kak To/IbKO nanblbl NOrPy3nAMCh B KYCOK CKasbl, S yCAblWana nosaan ceba tuxuii ronoc UHrpua: —
Kent?

— [la? — oTo03Basiacb A, MeA/IEHHO MOrpyKasa PyKy B KaMeHb. Y MeHs U Bnpasay NoJy4maocsh.
Cepaue b6bicTpo 3acTyyano, a Ayr cTan MeasieHHO BpawaTtbcs. Bce, YTo ocTtaBanocb caenatb —
LIArHyTb BHYTPb, @ MNOTOM...

MoTom s "MbO BepHyCb, MO0 HET, HO MHE XOTA Obl HE NPUAETCA }KUTb C MbIC/IbIO, YTO 5 IaXKE He
nonpo6oBana NOMoub.

— He morna 6bl Tbl HaBeAbIBaTbCA KO MHE mM3peaka? — crnpocuia desylika. — Korga He
bygewb 3aHATa. Ko mHe npuxoannu nuwb Kannvona u FeHpu, XoTA OH HAMHOTO pexe.

A1 Obl HaBedblBanachb K Hel gaxe ecnn bbl oHa He nonpocuaa. — KoHeyHo. Y Tebsa HeT cemby,
na?

OHa nokavana ronoBOW, U Ha A0 CEKyHAbl noexkunacb. — Moei cembent 6bin FeHpu. Mol
Obl1M 3HAaKOMbI I0/1IT0€ BPpems, npexae Yem... — OHa OTKaLANaCb U BbINPAMM/IACh, U Ha 3TOT pas ee
ynblbKa 6blna HaTAHYTON. — HeBaxHOo. Tebe Hy»KHO MATKU, MHaYe A NPOCTO YMPY CO CKYKM, @ Tbl Ke He
X04yelb, YToObl 3TO ObI/I0 HA TBOEM COBECTU, BEPHO?

Al chabo 3acmeanacb. — Cnacnbo Tebe 3a Bce. Ewe ysBngmmces.

N, He 3aaymblBascCb, He AaB rosocy B rNybuHe AywM BO3MOMKHOCTM OTrOBOPWUTb MEHA, UM
HaNnoOMHMUTb O TOM, 4YTo [Kelmc M ABa Nydllie 3HA/IN, KaK NOCTYNUTb, i CKOJIb3HYNa Yepes CTeHY, U
MUP BOKPYT MOMEPK.
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I'/IABA 12. CBA3AHHBIE

Ha 3ToT pa3 okpykaBLwaa meHa newiepa KpoHoca 6bina abcontoTHO peanbHOM.

Al 3amepna v ornagenacb, usyyaa obcTaHOBKY. Al OXMAana yBUAETb KPOBABYHK pacnpasy,
KOTOPOM NOCTOAHHO yrpokana Kannuona, 3a MCKAKOYEHMEM TOro, YTO BMECTO MEHS, KepTBOM ee
rHeBa ctaHeT NepcedoHa.

Ho Ta cTtosna nocpeam newepbl COBEPLIEHHO HEBPEAMMAA, AepKa PYKM Ha beapax. [eByLKu
CMOTPENU APYT Ha ApYyra U He ToBOpPWAM HU cnoBa. Modemy ke Kananona He pa3opBsasia ee Ha 4acTy,
He paHWNa UAM He cnomana e yto-1o? U rae 6binm [xkeimc n Aea?

CTapLume yneHbl COBETA A0 CUX MOP CUAENN CBA3AHHbIE B YCTbe NeLepbl, U, HACKONbKO A MOrna
CYAUTb, HAaxoAWNWUCb B 6EeCCO3HATeNbHOM COCTOAHMWU. Al HacuMTana TO/MbKO NATEPO 4YENOBEK, He
3aMeTUB CBET/I0-PYCbIX BOIOC ABbl.

Al cTana nckatb rnazamu KpoHoca. Ero TymaH BepTenca BOKPYr PELIEeTOK KNEeTKKU, U BMECTO TOTO,
4yTO6bl HanacTb Ha MepcedoHy, OH ABMHYACA BBEPX K BbICOKOMY NOTO/IKY, 06pa3oBaB Tam ob6nako.
Heckonbknmun dyTamm HUXKe, NOABELLIEHHbIE PYKaMM K 3aBUTKAM TyMaHa, Bucenu [xkermc n Asa.

N3 moei ronosbl TyT e UCYEe3/IM BCe COMHEHUA O NPABUIbHOCTM CBOEro NocTynka. Kak TonbKko
Kannvona pasgenaetca c¢ [lepcedoHON, B Nyyllem Cayd4ae OHa MPUAOEPNKUT MX B KayecTse
3a/I0’KHUKOB. fl NpuLypmnNach, NbITAaACb PA3rNALeTb Kakne-HMbyab NPU3HAKKU, YTO ApPYy3bA XuBbl. HO
HUYero He 3ameTuNa.

— A He Mory aaTb BeCb AeHb, — MPOH3UA TUWMKHY ronoc Kanauvonbl, U No mMoemy
NO3BOHOYHMKY npoberkana ApoXKb. Ee HeBMHHbIA AEBUYMI TONOCOK CMEHW/ICA BAACTHbIM TOHOM
60rMHM, KOTOpbIN A cablwana ot [eHpu, Koraa TOT HEUCTOBO 3/M/CA. TaKMM rOJI0COM OTAABaNU
H6ecnpeKkocNoBHbIE PAcNoOpPsAXKeHUA; OH TpeboBan AO0MKHOrO yBarkeHns. MHe HeBONbHO 3aX0TeNoChb
NOAYMHUTBLCA STOMY TOHY, XOTA A BblNa CKpbITa OT ee rnas.

— Al He 3Hato, Yero Tbl XO4Yellb OT MeHA, — pa3gpa*KeHHo cKasana MepcedoHa. Kakos bbin ee
nnaH? — Al y)Ke cKasana Tebe, YTO HUYEro He pacCcKaxKy A0 Tex Nop, NOKa Tbl HE OTNYCTULWb UX. Tbl HE
MOXeLlb yaepXKnBaTb MEHS, U A C PaLOCTbi0 BEPHYCb K CBOEMY PAaNCKOMY Yrosiky 1 3abyay o6o scem
NPOUCXOAALLEM.

Kannnona Bbipyranacb, U TONYOK HEBUAMMOW CWUJIbl COTPAC MELLEPY, BbIPBAaB KyCOK KaMHA U3
CTeHbl No3aau NepcedoHbl.

BmecTo TOro 4tobbl NOAAATLCA SMOUMAM M FrOPAYO 3aniakaTb MAM MNPUTBOPHO YNacTb HA NOA
3amepTBO, [MepcedpoHa AUWb 3acmeanacb. — ITO BCE, HA YTO Tbl cnocobHa? Y Teba 6blna yenas
BEYHOCTb MPMAYMaTb UYTO-TO HOBEHbKOE, HO Tbl MCNOJ/b3yelb BCE Te Xe (OKyCbl. ITO YyKe He
NHTEPECHO.

— OHu byayT ymmnpaTb OAMH 33 APYrMM A0 TeX Nop, NOKa Tbl HE pacCKaXelb, — OTBETU/A
Kannunona, ee ronoc cTaHOBU/ICA BCE FTPOMYE M FPOMYE NOKA He Hagaomunca. — A byay youeatb ux
MeZA/IEHHO, U JaM UM 3HaTb, YTO BUHOBATA B 3TOM Tbl.

— Ecnu Tbl XOTb KOro-HMbYyAb TPOHELWb — cAe/Ke KoHel,. HaBeYHO OCTaHelWbCA UX HAHbKOW, —
npurpo3suna NepcedoHa. — A yBepeHa, KpOHOCY 3TO HE NOHPABUTCA.

TymaH cTpeMuTenbHO Habpocuaca Ha MepcedoHy, HO MLWb NPOLIEN CKBO3b €€ TENO, HUYYTb He
HaBpeaus. Ta Aaxe He B34pPOrHyna. Mo KAKOW-TO NPUYMHE HUKTO M3 HUX HE MOF PaHUTb ee, U
[eBYLLKa, NOX0¥Xe, 3Hana 06 sTom. M notomy cornacunace nomodb mHe. Eit ainbo npocto Besno, nmb6o
OHa ycnesna Bce CNaHNPOBATb.

— Tbl Aymaewsb, A Aypa? — cKasana Kannvona, ee cnoBa counmamcb npespeHnem. — A
NPEKPACHO 3Hato, YTO CAYYMTCA, KOTAa A 0CBODBOKY MX, U ANA MEHA 3TO HUYEM XOPOLUMM HE KOHUYMTCA.

— [na 1eba 310 npu No6bIX 06CTOATENBCTBAX HUYEM XOPOLIMM HEe KOHYMTCA, — OTBETWU/A
MNepcedpoHa. — Tbl ymygpunacb BnyTaTbcA B abCONOTHO 6€3BbIXOAHYIO CUTYALMIO, U BUHUTb CTOUT
TO/IbKO cebA oaHY.
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Kannuona 3apblyana, M newepa CHoBa cOTpAcnach. McnyraBlIMCh, YTO OHa MOXKET 06BaNnUTbCA,
A cAoenana war Hasag K Wean B cTeHe. BblTb MOXOPOHEHHOWM 3a*KMBO — AaxKe Npu TOM, 4YTO A
beccmepTHan, — He BXOAWN0 B MOW NAaHbI.

[POXOT B KOHLE KOHUOB CTMX, M Kannauona 3aroBopusia TakKMM TUXMM FOJI0COM, YTO MHE
NpUWANOCb Hanpayb cayx: — Mpusegn Kent, n A oTnyLy mx.

— OTnycTn nx, n A npuseay ee, — napuposana MNepcedpoHa. — MpocTtu, 4to He goBepsato Tebe.
B nocneaHee Bpems Tbl Bena cebs BeCbma HeHaAeXHo.

Kannnona cepamto nocmoTtpenia Ha Hee. — be3 KeWT A 3TOro He caenato, U ecau Tbl He
npuseaelwb ee, TO ANCKYCCUM KOHeL,. PaHO nan no3aHo oHa cama NpuageT, A NOAOXKAY.

MpoknATbe. Bnepsble caenas 4To-TO NO CBOEN BOAe, A MCNOPTUNA BeCb NaaH MepcedoHsbl. A
WwarHyna K Bbixoay. Echn mHe yaactca ero HalMTM ero 4o Toro, Kak Kananona yBuanT meHs, Toraa s
Bblbepycb, 06bACHIO Bce NIHrpua, 1 oHa cnpaveT meHA. Bmecte mbl nogoxgem MNepcedoHy, a noTom
npuaymaem Kakoih-to nnaH. Ecam MepcedoHa morna BbIMTU M3 nNewepbl, TO U UHrpua morna, u
BO3MOXHO Kanaunona v et He CMOXKET NPUYNHUTL Bpeaa. [Moka A 6yay ocBo60XKAaTb OCTa/IbHbIX, OHU
6yayT otBnekatb Kanauvony...

YCnblWwae CBUCT Pe3KOro MOTOKa 3HEpPruu, HanpasBAeHHOro B MO CTOPOHY, BOJIOCbl CTaau
AbI6OM, 1 BanyH, 338 KOTOPbIM A NPATaNacb, B30pBancA. A MHCTUHKTUBHO NPUKPbINA FON1I0BY PyKamMu U
NPUrHyAacb, YTOObI 3aWMUTUTBCA OT MENIKMX KaMHEeRN, OA4HAKO OHM OTCKOYMAM OT MEHS, He OCTaBMB Ha
Tene v uapanuHol.

Mewepy 3anonHUNA mepTBaA TULLKNHA.

Bce moe ecTecTBO Kpmyano H6exkaTb. 1 Kpenko BUenuaacb B KameHb — M Byab A No-npexKHemy
CMEPTHOM, TO cocKpeb/ia 6bl KOHYMKKN NaJIbLEB A0 KOCTU, — HO HMKAK HE MOT/1a HalTU PacCLLEINHY.

B newepe sxom oTpasnnca 310CTHbIA cmex Kanamonbl, U A oTowna oT cTeHbl. [NnaH nobera crtan
6eccmbicneHHbiM. OHa yBUAena MeHa, U Tenepb ybexkaTb He yaacTca.

— [Jonro xpaTb U He noTpeboBanocb, — NPOU3HECNA OHa CBOMM CAafeHbKMM F0/IOCOM. —
Huyero He moxelb caenatb NpaBuabHO, Aa, KelT? Tbl Aaxke He CNOCOBHA TUXO NPOKPACTbCA, YTOObI
cnacTu cBoero aparoueHHoro leHpu.

Al c’Kana 4YenrcTn U HUMYEro He oTeBeTMAa. Kannnona Auvwb NbiTanacb pPasosnTb MeHA. Al He
npeaocTas/to el TaKOro yA40BOAbCTBUA.

— [lepa... — Havana MepcedoHa, HO Kannmona B3maxom pyku nepebuna ee. lNepcedoHa
cepAnTo NocMoTpena Ha MeHsA. Al ee NOHMMana.

— 370 e B KOpHe MeHAeT Aeno, — AO0BOJIbHO npousHecna Kannvona. OHa nomaHWNa MeHs
noAonTn BanMKe, N KOrga s ocTanacb CTOATb Ha MeCTe, OHa CAefnafla KaKoW-TO HeonpeaesieHHbIN
ECT, U MeHA NoTAHyNa Henpeoaoanmas cuna. A nbiTanacb ynepeTbca Kabaykamu B 3em/t0, HO 3TO
HMYEM He MOMOrO.

Korgoa A okasanacb B Heckonbkux ¢ytax oT Kannuonbl, cuna OTNyCTUAA MEHSA, U, NOTepss
paBHOBEeCKA, A PyXHyna Ha noA. Ee Hora ynepnacb B MOW KMBOT, U BECb BO34YX NMOKUHYA NErkue.

— 370 3a TO, YTO Tbl TaKaA MAMOTKA, — CKasana oHa. — Tbl }KanKan, N abCONOTHO He PaBHbIN
MHEe MPOTMBHUK. Tbl CIOBHO MyXa, KOTOPas, eC/M OTOPBATb €1 KPbI/bIWKK, ByaeT KopunTbea oT 6oaun.

— HeTt, — npoxpunena A. — A He cagUCTCKaA CyKa, KaK Tbl.

OHa CHOBa MHyNa MeHs, Ha 3TOT pa3 nonas B NoAO0POAOK, OT YEro ronoBa Pe3Ko OTKMHYNACb
Ha3ag. byab 8 cMepTHOM, TO WeA OKasanacb 6bl cnomaHHOM. Ho a1 6onblue He NO3BOO el TaK NIerko
pa3fenatbCca CO MHOM.

— OcTaHoBucb, — BCTpAna MepcedoHa. — OHa AMWb NpoLwna ToT FAynbii TecT. A 3Hat0, YTO Thl
nobuwb Anaa, HO eCcTb U ApyrMe My»K4YuHbl, nyywe. NoBepb MHe.

— MosepuTb Tebe? — Kannmnona passepHynacb K MepcepoHe. — 3ayem mHe BepuTb Tebe? Thbl
paspywunna ero. Tbl NOCTYNWAA TaK e, KaK U YOnTep Korga-To CO MHOW, — LWBbIpHYAa ero ntobosb
emMy B 1nuo. Tbl HUKOrAa He MOMMELLb KaKOBO 3TO, Tbl, THYCHas...



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

— He cmelt, — nepebuna A ee, NbITaacb BCTaTb Ha HOrM. — OHa NULWb XOTeNa cYyacTba. B sTom
HeT NpecTynseHus.

— Her, ecTb, ecam B NocneacTsnm Tbl paspyllaellb Ybo-TO *KU3Hb, — Orpbi3Hynack Kanaunona.
— Ho ceityac peyb He 06 aTom. l'eHpW caenan cBon BbIOOP, Korga noaaep:kan TBoe HakasaHue ans
MmeHs. Tbl U BNPaBAy AyMaellb, YTo A Obl CTana NOXMWaTb ero, ecam 6bl 40 CUX NOP HaZeANacb Ha YTo-
TO?

— MMonyyaetca Tbl ybbelwb €ro TOAbKO MOTOMY, 4YTO A 3acTaBuna Teba CTONKHYTbCA C
nocneacTBUAMM TOTO, YTO Tbl HaTBOPUANA? Thl CEPbE3HO?

Kannvona cxBaTuna meHA 3a BONOCbI U OTKMHY/A ronoBy Hasad. — Cepbe3Ho. He comHeBaMcs,
YTO YKMBOM Tbl OTClO4A He Bblbepelwwbca. Ecnm MNepcedoHa He paccKaxKeT, KaK OTKPbITb BpaTa, Toraa A
3acTaB/o paccKasaTb [eHpu.

B ycTbe newepbl, rae 6e3 CO3HAHUA Nexanu ocTanbHble, Teno FeHpU gepHynocb Beepx. Ero
uenun sarpemeny M OTCOEAMHWUNAUCHb, U MOKa ero Teno MNAbIN0 MO BO3AYXYy B Hally CTOPOHY, OHU
BONOYMAUCL cnegsom. Mpu BuAE ero OKPOBaB/AEHHOrO Tena, B ropsae obpasosanca Kom. CocTosHMe
FeHpwW BbINO AaxKe XYXKe, YeM B MOUX BUAEHMSAX, HO OH XOTA Bbl 6b11 KMB. Kannvona HUKOro He ybber,
MOKA He y3HAEeT, KaK OTKPbITb BOPOTa. Ecaun s ympy, OH HMKOrAa el He pacCKaXKeT, Kak 3To caenaTtb.

— [NpocHUCbL, — nNpopblyana oHa, U FeHpu OTKpPbIA rnasa.

Moe cepaue nponycTnno yaap, 1 Mbl 0Aroe Bpema NPoCcTo CMOTpenun Apyr Ha gpyra. Ero rnasa
6bln TOTrO Ke uBeTa IYHHOro CcBeYyeHus, HO Oblias MCKpa ywaa. A NbiTanacb HAMTU XOTb KaKOW-TO
NMPU3HaK TOro, YTO Nepesao MHOMU MOW MeHpU, YTO OH MOXKET BOPOTbLCA, HO MOHANA, YTO OH AaKe He
BNAuMT meHA. OH cganca.

— leHpn? — npowenTana A, U OH MOPrHyA. — leHpwn, NpoLy... TOCMOTPU Ha MEHSA.

OH cmoTpen, HO He Buaen. 1 He 3Hana, YToO ewe CKasaTb. FeHpu ywen. Yto 661 Kanamona wm
KpoHOC HU caenanu ¢ HUM, OH TaK rnyboKo ylen B cebs, YTo He BUAEN OCTa/IbHOro MUpa.

Kannunona cxBaTuna KOHeL, ero uenei, KoTopble ONOACbIBANA TYMaH, U ygapuna ero no nauuy. A
axHy/1a 1 NonbiTanacb BbIGPaATbCA U3 €e XBaTKWU, HO OHA AEeprKana MeHs C HeYenoBeYvyecKom cnnoii. Ha
weke NeHpn obpasoBancsa APKO-KpACHbIN cned, U, Npuaa B ceba, oH MOTHyA ronoson. KocHyBLKCH
Mua, OH NOMOPLMACA, U A BblAOXHYAA. Tenepb OH npuLen B cebs.

BmecTto Toro, ytobbl NOCMOTPETb HAa MEHSA, €r0 B3rNs84, HaLENACA Ha KOM-TO 32 MOEN CNUHOWN, U
OH Bblgasun: — MepcedoHa?

Al 66l Npeanoyna, 4Tobbl KpOHOC pasaenanca co MHOM, YEM UCMNbITbIBAaTb My4YUTENbHYIO 60D,
yCAnbllaB ee umA, NPOn3HeCeHHOe NepBbIM.

— [naguTe-Ka KTo pewwmn NpMcoeanmHnTbeA K Ham, — BMelanacb Kannmona, gepHys meHA 3a
BoJsiocbl. FeHpw oTBen B3rnag ot MNepcedoHbl U MOCMOTPEN Ha MeHA. YBMAEB BbIParKeHUE ero anua,
BCE BHYTPU CXanocb. — KarKeTcsa y KOro-to KOMNOT BMECTO MO3r0B, HO 3TO M He yAMBUTE/NbHO, Aa?
Tbl ymeelwb AeByLlweK Bblbnpate. MHe gaxe HMYero He npuwnocb genatb. OHM 06e npubbian croaa,
KaK NoAapoyvKkn Ha PoxaecTso.

JIuo F'eHpU oXKecTounmnocb. — Yero Tbl Xoyellb?

— MHe 4TO, CHOBA HY»XHO NOBTOPUTL? CKaXKM, KaK OTKPbITb BPATa, U A OTMYLLY UX.

— leHpu, He Hago, — B3MOAMAACk A. — ITO...

Kannnona pyKon 3aTkHy/la MHe poT. Hemonro aymas, s AU3HY/AA e€e NIafloHb, KaK yxKe
npogenbiBana ¢ Mxxenmcom. Ecam 6bl A morna, To yKycuna 6bl, HO XBaTUAO U CAtOHbI. [eByLiKa
n3gana 3BYK OTBpalleHWs M ybpana pyky, AaBas MHE BO3MOMKHOCTb 3aKOHYMTb ¢pasy. — 370
nosylwKa. OHa He MoXKeT paHuTb MepcedoHy, 1 BCe PpaBHO YObET MeHS.

Kannvona BbiTepna pyky o moto pyballKy, 1 ee xBaTKa Ha MOWX BoJlocax ycununacb. — Pa3sBe
3T0 Ba*KHO? Mbl 06a 3Haem, 4To y leHpu HET MHoro Bbibopa.

A cHoBa nMonbiTanacb BbIPBATLCA, HO HEe cmorna. Kannmona ckopee BblAEPHET Kaxkayk npagb,
4yem oTnycTUT meHs. — lMpowy, — obpatnnack A K FeHpn. — He genam 3Toro, 3To TOro He CTOUT...



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

— Xopowo, Kannnona, — ene cAbIWHO NpoM3Hec OH. — fl paccKaxKy Tebe Kak OTKPbITb BPATa,
HO MPW YCNIOBMU, YTO CHaYyana Tbl OTNYCTULWb KenT.

Kannunona ¢bipKkHyna. — Ewe vero.

— MHe Hy’KHa cTpaxoBKa. — cKa3an leHpu. — YTo Tbl Npeanaraews?

Ee pyKa c cunoi cxxana moe ropsio, OT Yero A Hayana 3aapixaTbca. — Tbl MHe CKaxku. BpaTa nnm
TBOA MU/IEHBKAA XKEHYLIKa?

MyCKyn Ha ero YentoCcTU AEPHYNCA, OT Yero A MoHANQ, YTo MeHpu Bbla Ha rpaHM B3pbiBA. —
MepcedoHa, — cKazan oH. — Tbl oTNycTUW D MNepcedoHy, 1 A CKaXKy Tebe To, YTO Tbl XOYELLb 3HATb.

— lotoBo. — Kannmona maxHyna B cTopoHy MNepcedoHbl, HO Ta He CABMHYIACb C MecTa.

— Tbl NpOCTO MANOT, — 06paTMaack OHa K FeHpn. — OHKM HMKaK He HaBpeaAaT MHe. U A HMKyaa
He ynhay.

— MHe Ha 3710 nnesBatb, — nepebuna Kannvona. — CBOKW 4acTb CAE/IKM A BbINOAHUAA.
MepcedoHa MOXKET MATU, HO €CAN OHA He XO4eT 3TO ee AeNno. Tenepb TBOA oyepenb, CKAXKW, KaK
OTKpbITb BpaTa. Caenka ecTb caenka.

FeHpWn monyan, n A OTKpbIAA POT, YTOObl BO3PA3nTb, HO HE CMOr/1a U3a4aTb HM 3BYKa. Kannmona
cyMTana, 4To BCe 3TO cnpasegamBo? OcBoboanTb TUTaHa, YTOObI TOT Paan MECTU YHUYTOXMUA BECTb
MUp, YOUTb BCEX, KTO BCTan y Hee Ha NyTM — 4To M3 3Toro 6bl0 cnpaBegAnBbIM? 3peHue CTano
3aTyMaHMBATbCA, M A NOMbITaNaCb HaZaBUTb Ha €e HOry, HO TeNo He caywanocb. A 6bl oTAaNa BCe,
yTOObl MO PYKM ObI/IN 3aKOBaHbI B 3aBUTble TYMaHOM Lienu FeHpu.

— Tuk-Tak, — Kannmona cunbHee ckana moe ropno. — KenT 3aabixaeTcs.

— OHa npobyamTca, Kak TONbKO Tbl OTNYCTULWb ee, — H6eccTpacTHO npousHec leHpu. HuuTto, 13
CKaszaHHoro Kannmonom, He MOrno0 OCTaBUTb BO MHe Ty 3UAIOLLYIO Ablpy, KOTOPasa NOABM/IACL OT ero
CNos.

KomHaTa Hauyana BpawaTbeca, U nepeq rnasamu 3annacanm ApKMe NATHA TO /IM OT CKa3aHHOro
leHpu, TO 1 OT HexBaTKM Kucnopoga. Cobpas ocTaBwMeECA CUAbI, A BLENUAACb B PYKY Kannmonbl u
OTYaAHHO NbITanacb c6pocuTb ee. Ho HUYEro He NOYYaNOCh.

— MNepcedoHa, yxoan, — npmKasan oH.

OHa npe3putenbHo GbipkHyNa. — A HUKyAQ He yhay.

Bokpyr F'eHpu Hayana BO3HMKATb CMNA, KaXKaana 4acTULA KOTOPOM Bblna HACTONBKO e TEMHOM U
onacHom, Kak n cuna Kannmonbl. — Tbl caenaelwb TaK, KaKk A CKasan, u yriaelwb oTCloAa HemMeaaeHHo.
Al TBOM KOPO/b, U Tbl ByAeLWb NOAYMHATLCA MHE.

MepcedoHa WYMHO B340XHYNA M CKasana: — JlagHo! — OHa cTpemuTeNbHO NoHecnacb K ToM
4acTu cTeHbl, rge 6bin Bbixoa. — Al 6onble M NanbLeM He noweBento.

Bo3ayx, Kazanocb, NOTPECKMBAN OT HAaNPAXKEHUA, N KaK TONbKO MepcedoHa NOKMHyNa newepy,
lfeHpwn obneryeHHO BbIAOXHYN M COCPEAOTOUUN CBOE BHMMaHMe Ha Kanauone. — [Ana Toro, 4tobbl
OTKpPbITb BpaTa, npasuTenb loa3emHOro mupa [onKeH A0O6POBOSILHO NOMETUTb CBOEN KPOBbHO
KaXKaylo U3 peLleToK.

Ero ronoc 3By4an MOHOTOHHO, ByaTo emy Obl1I0 NAeBaTb Ha Mpoucxoasllee, XoTA A Obina
yBepeHa, 4To 3T0O He Tak. Kannnona ocnabuna xBaTKy Ha MOeW Liee, U A PyXHyaa Ha KoneHu. Jlerkme
CNIOBHO ropenn B OrHe, M A CTana agHO TNOTaTb XON0AHbIA APAroueHHbIM BO34yX, MOKa Teno
me/IeHHO BOCCTaHaB/INMBANOCh.

— WHTepecHo, — cKkasana Kanamnona un ctana o681MBaTbh BOKPYr MOEW Lien KoHel, uenu FeHpw.
Ee 3BeHbA 0b6uranun Koxy, Ho Kannnona xota 6bl He cTana aywuna meHA. — [oxoxe, B Tebe Bce-
TaKW eCTb HEKOTOPbIN YPOBEHb MHTENEKTa. MOXHO 1M MOMHTEPeCcoBaTbCA NoYeMy Tbl cornacmaca?

Ha ponto cekyHAbl MHe MOKasanocb, 4to FeHpu cnerka ynblbHyncA. CToMno MHe MOPTHYTb, U
YyNbIOKM KaK He 6biBano. — Tbl NPOCULLIb MEHA 0CBOOOAMTL CaMOe MOTYLLEeCTBEHHOE CO34aHWe BO
BCE/IEHHOWN, KOTOpOe BHE BCAKMX COMHEHMW CHayana noceeT XaoC, a MOTOM YHUYTOXMUT BCe
4esl0BeYEeCTBO, U B KOHLLe y6beT Bcex Hac?
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— [a, — oTtBeTuna Kannunona, coBepieHHO He HECNOKOACH yrKacatolLelr KapTuHoi byayulero,
KoTopoe onucan leHpu. — B 06MeH Ha KU3Hb KeT.

— B 06MeH Ha M3Hb AEeBYLIKMW, KOTOPYHO A 3HAO INLWb ro4, W KOTOPYH 3a NOCAeaHue WecTb
MecALLEeB BUAEN HECKOIbKO MUHYT.

Bo MHe 4To-TO cnomanock. Al 3actaBuna ceba NOAHATLCA HA HOrU. FeHpu 6bin Npas. A Toro He
ctouna. Al NOHMMana 3TO ewe A0 TOro, Kak OH MPOM3HEC 3Ty MbIC/b BCAYX, HO CTOMAO C/0Bam
COpBATbCA C €ro ycT, i 0CO3HaNa UX peanbHOCTb. [arke ecnm OH U nwbun meHa, A 6blna Auwb
HUYTOXHbIM YenoBe4ykom. OfHOM XU3HbLO. Bblio 6bl T1yno, HECMOTPA Ha ero YyBCTBa, KAaKMMK Obl
OHM HUM BbINK, 0XKNAATb, YTO PAAN MEHA OH OTKPOET BOpPOTa.

Kannvona B340xHyna. — BO3MOMKHO Tbl CMOT 04ypavnTb APYrux, HO A 3Hato Tebs nydywe, Yyem
Tbl cam. ITOT b1ed He cpaboTaerT.

— Tbl yBepeHa, 4to 310 6n1ed? — napuposan FeHpu. Kanamona HU4Yero He oTBeTMNa. — A Tak 1
ayman. MNockonbky Kent ysepsaeT, uTo Tbl B Atobom cnydae ybbelwb ee, U NMOCKONbKY COBEPLUEHHO
O4YEeBUAHO, YTO Tbl HE CTaHelWb ee OTNyCcKaTb, TO NnoyeMy Hbl MHe He ocTaBuTb Tebe TBOK A06bITYIO
Harpagy, u 6onee TOro, NPeaNoXuTb APYryo caenky? f OTKPOK BOpPOTa MOC/Ae TOro, Kak Tbl
OTNYCTULWb OCTasbHbIX. — OH NOCMOTPEN Ha NOTOJOK, rae Bucenn Aea u xxenmc. — Beex ux.

Kannnona Haxmypunace M ctana 6apabaHutb nanbuamm no 6eapy. — Tbl He CTaHelWwb
cparkaTbcsa 3a KenT? — leHpu KneHyn. — OTKyZa MHe 3HaTb, YTO 3TO He NOBYLUKA?

— C yero 6bI? KpoHoc B neuwepe, a KelT gna coBeta HE MMEET HUKAKOro 3HayeHua. Tbl
OZePKULLb BEPX B HE3ABMCMMOCTU OT TOTO KMBA OHA UM HeT. Tbl MPEKPACHO NOHMMAELb, YTO Mbl He
moxem opgonetb KpoHoca 6e3 Tebs. A npocTto npowy BepHYTb MHE CeMbto, Y4TOObl Mbl MOTMAM
AOCTOMHO MPUHATbL NOPAXKEHME.

MHe He xBaTano BO34yXa, U Ha 3TOT pa3 3TO ObII0 He U3-33 LLenen, KOTOPbIMM CKOBasa MO0
weto Kannmona. N'eHpu roBopua coBeplieHHO cepbe3Ho. bbin To 6ned nan HeT, ceituac B ero ronoce
C/blWanacb aroHWA, KOTOPYIO A BCEM TE/IOM YyBCTBOBANA, KaK CBOK COOCTBEHHYD. OH NOHMManN, YTo
Hala cuTyauma bblna 6e3BbIxoAHON. Kannnona xotena MeHs, a OH XxoTen, YTobbl ero 6patba 1 cecTpbl
OCTa/INCb *KMBbl. ITa cAeNKa bbina cnpaseaMBON. Bce, YTo OH NOTEPAET 3TO AEBYLUKY, KOTOPYHO e4Ba
3Han.

A penctBuTENbHO YMpY. BecuncneHHble Yacbl, NPOBeAEHHbIE B MOATOTOBKE K TaKOMYy UCXoay
cobbiTMt BO Bpems Hawero nyTtewectsus no [og3emHOMY MUPY, HUYYTb HE CMATYUAU
Aylwepasgmpatollee 0CO3HaHWE TOro, YTO MOE CyLLeCTBOBAHME CKOPO 3aKOHYMTCA. Al MOHATUA He
MMena, YTo Cay4anocb c Goramm, KOTOpble UCHE3AIN, HO YYUTbIBAA, YTO MNepcedoHe NpULLINOCL CTaTb
CMepTHOM Aabbl NpucoeaAnHUTbCA B Moa3eMHOM MUpe K AZOHUCY, A NPEeANONoXKMUAG, YTO MEHA He
byaeT *KAaatb 3arpobHasn *Ku3Hb. A He bblaa roToBa ymepeTb.

— leHpw, Npowy, — cKkas3asa A 3a4yWeHHbIM ros10COM. fl KOCHY/1AaCb ero NasbLUEeEB, U HE CMOTpPA
Ha 6eccTpacTHOe BblpaXKEHWE NLA, EFO KablK AEPHY/CA.

OH He B3r/1AHYN HA MeHA. fl Nnpuwaa B 3TO MeCTO, 0CO3HaBasA, YTo Kananona moxKeT YHUUTOXKNUTb
MEHS M A HWUKOrAa He BEepHYCb AOMOM, HO A HMKOrZAa He OXupgana, 4to FeHpwu [acT Ha 3To cBoe
cornacue. [Jo 3TOM MUHYTbl MHE yAaBanoCb XPAaHUTb HaZeKay, YTo rae-To Tam, rnyboko B gyule, oH
NobuT MeHsA, HO Tenepb OHA Mcye3na. Hapaay c octaswmmmca aaa 60pbbbl cnnamum, a onxHa bbina
no3Bo/nTb Kannnone cHoBa YKPacTb OCTAaTOK MOEM KU3HMU.

— Kak TporatenbHo, — npousHecna oHa. — OTAM4YHO [eHpw, A cornacHa.

Kannnona B3maxHyna pykor, M TymaH otnyctun [xevimca wu Asy. M3 ycTbA newepbl
MOCAbIWANCA CTOH, U NPEXKAE YeM A NOMbITaNacb yBUAETb, KTO €ro U3fan, HeBUAMMAA CMNA NOTALLMANA
MOe TeNo K BOPOTaM M yrporKatoLLeMy TyMaHy, KOTopbii ux obsmean. Teno MeHpu Tawmnoch cnegom,
€ro HOrM BOIOYUINUCH MO 3eMe.

— Mpouwy, He aenan 3Toro, — C TPYAOM NPomU3Hecna A. A OLyTUIA HACToALLEee ONYyCTOWEHME,
KOTOpOEe NPUHECNO NOAABAAOWMIA MHCTUHKT BbIXKMBAHWA. fl XBAaTanacb 3a LEenn Ha CBOEW Liee, HO Te
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Wb o6xurann pyku. Ecam FeHpu He cobupanca cpaxkaTbCa, Y MeHA He OblNo LWAHCOB BbIXUTb: A
nmbo ympy ot pyk Kannmonbl, imb6o ot Toro, 4to l'eHpu BbI3BOAUT KpOHOCA M TOT pa3opBeT MeHA Ha
4acTu. F'eHpu Henb3A 6b110 OTKPbLIBATb BOPOTA... [1POCTO HeNb3A.

— Kak TONbKO Tbl OTKpOewWwb WX, A pa3byKy OCTaNbHbIX, U OHW CMOryT YyMTU, — CKasana
Kannnona. — Mopa 6bl Tebe HauaTb, eC/iM He Xo4ellb, YTobbl A Nepeaymana U CHOBa Bbipybuna mx.

COMKHYB ry6bl B TOHKYIO IMHUIO, FeHPU NOAHAN C 3eMNM HEBONbLION KamyLeK, NPONUTAHHbIM
TymaHom. CHayana A He NOHANQ, YTO OH XOTeN C HUM cAenaTb, HO Korga OH NPUXKan OCTPbI Kpal K
CBOEW NafoHM U NPOBeN BHU3, AieNan Haapes, A B yXKace NPUKPbIA POT PYKOW.

MpocTtynuna anasa KPoBb, U, NPUXKAB IAA0Hb K MepBOMY MPYTKY, CTa WenTaTb KakMe-To CN0Ba.

— leHpu. — MeHs Hayanu coTpsAcaTb pblaaHuA, HO MHe bblio Bce paBHO. Ctout KpoHocy
MOKUHYTb K/IETKY, OH YObeT BCeX M Kaxaoro. — He aenait atoro. Mpowy. A caenato, 4To yrogaHo.

OH paxe He gporHyn. Korga leHpw OTHAN pyKy OT NPyYTKa, TOT 3acCKpunen n B Tom, mecTe, rae
[eHpW nocTaBMA OTMETKY, ero paccek KameHb, OCTaBaAa Ablpy. Kannuona panocTHO BepTenach
PALOM, HaLEnuB JIETKOMbICIEHHYKO YXMbIIKY, M 4em 6o0nblle OHA pagoBasacb, Tem crabee
CTAaHOBWMACb ee XBaTKa Ha Moel wee. Bo MHe 3aTtennnnacb Hage)KAa, Koraa y4anocb NPOCYHYTb
Nanblbl MeXay weenh M uenoto. Mou cnoBa He CMOF/IM OCTaHOBUTb [€HpPU, HO ecnu NoNy4nuTCA
YCKO/b3HYTb...

— Hanvwe! — npokpuyana Kannnona.

lFeHpwW 3aKpbla r1asa u NPUXKaa NagoHb K cneaytolemy npyTKy. Korga ToT TaK Xe chomanca, A
OTYAAHHO CTa/1a BbIPbIBAaTbCA M3 XBATKMU LLENU, U K MOeMy c4acTbio Kananona 6bin1a cAvMWKoOM 3aHATA,
4yTO6bI 3aMeTUTb 3T0. Kaszanocb, YTO OT BO/IHEHMA BCe ee Teno bykBanbHO Npobupana gpoxKb. TymaH
NPOCKONb3HY/1 CKBO3b NPOPE3M B pelleTKax, U f y)Ke He Moria BUaeTb FeHpu, nWb HEYETKUI CUIYIT
Kanaunonbl. B oTanune ot TymaHa, ONOACLIBAIOLWLErO Lenu, 3TOT He Xaaun — OH, KaK U B NyCTblHE,
NoXoAuWA Ha ierkoe KacaHwe nepblLLKa.

MHe HaKoHeL, y4anocb BbIpBaTLCA M3 NETNU, U BCE, YTO OCTABA/NIOCh CAENATb, 3TO HANTK BbIXOA,
Ecan TeHpu n pganbwe Npoao KUT BbINONHATL BCe AEUCTBMA MeAJIEHHO, TO MHE XBaTUT BPeMEeHMU
ocBob60aMUTb APYrUX, U OHW BPA3YMAT ero.

Ho moun Horm 6yato npupocnu K 3emne. He 13-3a KaKOW-TO CU/bl, @ NOTOMY, YTO A HE MOrna
ocTtaBuTb l'eHpU. EciM OH He OTKPOET BopoTa A0 KoHUa, KpoHoc ybbeT ero. A 3a04HO M Bcex Hac. fl He
MOTNa CTOATb B CTOPOHE N HabAtoaaTb 3a 3TUM.

MNMoatomy A caenana camoe CNOXKHOe peLleHne U3 BCex NPUHATBIX, U 0CTanacb CTOATb HA MecTe.

Bcero npyTtbeB 6bino gecAtb. M noka leHpu oaumH 3a Apyrum OTKpbiBan ux, Kannauona Bcé
b6onblwe Tepana camoobnagaHue, N yxe BOBCE BbIMYCTUAA M3 PYK MOtO Lenb. OHa npbirana, C10BHO
pebeHOK, W xnomana B NagoWwK, W3[aBaA  MNPOH3UTENIbHbIM  BM3r. A  BHYTPU MeHA Bce
nepeBopayYnBasoCb OT OCO3HAHWUA, YTO CKOPO HAaM MPUAET KOHeLl,.

TymaH OKyTan Bce B MoJie MOero 3peHusA, U Bpems, Kasasiocb, OCTAHOBUIOCb. B 3Ty MUHYTY
NOMIHOMO 3aTULWbSA, CO CTOPOHbI NeLLepbl MHE NOCAbIWANCA YEN-TO LWWENOT, U CepALLe YKo 3acTy4vano.
MNaTepka npuwna B CO3HaHMe.

Korga nocnbiwanca yxe ceabMoit No cyeTy TpecKk, Kananona pafocTHO 3acmesAnacb, M B 3TOT
MOMEHT KTO-TO CXBAaTWN MeHA 3a 3andAcTbe. Al U30 BCeX CUA CTapanacb BbIPBaTb PYKY M3 XBaTKW, HO
KOXXWM KOCHY/NCA XONOAHbIM MeTann obpyyanbHOro Kosbla, U A 3amepna. FeHpu. YTo OH nbiTanca
caenatb? Heyxenn oH nepegyman? OctaBanoch elle TpU NpyTKa, @ Kananona B CYMTAHHbIE CEKYHAbI
MOMMET, YTO OH OCTaHOBW/ICA M BonbLue He OTKPbIBAEeT UX. BAoHaBOK HAaC NONHOCTBIO OKPYXKUA TYMaH
KpoHoca, 1, ecnun NeHpu oTCTYyNUT, OH yObeT HyKBasIbHO KaXKA0ro, KTO HaX04W/ICA B 3TOM nelyepe.

leHpu BXKaN B MO0 pyKy 601e3HEHHO 06KMratoLLyto Lienb.

Kannnona sapyr octaHoBunacb. — lMpogonxkan, — notpeboBana oHa. — A ymero cuntaTtb TakK
e XopoLwlo, KaK 1 Tbl.

— A ecnu He cTaHy? — oTBeTUA [eHpu; ero rooc 38y4asl TaK Xe, KaK 1 paHblLue.
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— OrnAaHucb BOKpyr. MNMopacknHb mosramun, NeHpu. Kak gymaewsb, 4to npomnsonget? KpoHoc
YHUUYTOXKUT Tebs. OH MeasIeHHO U3MeIbYUT TBOM KOCTU B Mbl/ib, @ KPOBb pa3makeT Nno cteHam. To xe
camoe OH caenaeT C TBOEMN KeHOM, cecTpamu U 6paTbAMM, a KOrAa 3aKOHYUT, TO YObET U TeX, KTO
pewunn He NpUMXoauTb Bam Ha NOMOLLb. XOTA C APYron CTOPOHbI, 6bl10 Obl ropa3fo UHTepecHee
0CTaBWUTb TeBA B XKMBbIX U AaTb NOHAbAOAATb. A AymMana CHayana, YTo 3acTaBAto HabaaaTb YonTepa,
HO OH ByaeT pag, TBOEM KOMMNaHUW.

— OHM 1 TBOA CeMbsi, — OTBETM/IA A, MOKa Lenb 06KMrana nafgoHu, HO A BCe PaBHO AeprKana
ee. Echm A He morna Buaetb Kanamony, To U OHa He mMorna BMAETb MeHA. He morna BumAaeTb, 4To
caenan NeHpu. KpOHOC NOAHOCTBLIO OKPY*KWU/ HAc, U €C/IN OH He BMEeLLMBAICA...

— Y)Ke HeT, — BbINAOHYy1a oHa. — CoBeT y)Ke U TaK gonro npasut. OH CTan nocmewmnwem, a
3304HO N MeHA BbICTaBWA TakoM Xe. OH oTOPOCKMI MeHA B CTOPOHY, CIOBHO i HAYEro M He 3Hauymna.
Tbl XOTb NpeacTaBaAellb, KaKoBo 3T0? KoHeyHo ke HeT, KeinT. Beap Tbl nobeauna. N nonyunna sce,
yero Kenana.

He Bce. Y meHA He b6biio [eHpU, 1 COMHEHUA NOACKA3bIBaN, YTO OH HUKOTAa He CTaHET MOUM.
OpgHako a cmon4yana. lMocnegHee, B Yem HyXganacb Kannuona, 3TO B JAMWHEM NOBOAE PA3HECTU
MEHS B K/104bA.

Korga Kannvona nosepHynack K FeHpuU, MHe cTan BUAEH ee cunysT. — Bbl ¢ Yontepom bygete
CTpagatb oT 60/M, Yepe3 KOTOPYK BCK 3Ty BEYHOCTb npoxoauna si. M a obellato, YTO HaCnaxKycb
Ka*ka40M MUHYTOMN.

A He morna BuAgeTb, YTo caenana Kannmona, HO FeHpuM BAPYT 3aKpUYAN YKACHBbIM, U3MYYEHHbIM
KPMKOM, KOTOPbIM LIeJIMKOM MOrA0TU MEHA, He OCTaB/iAs HUYEero, Kpome OCTPOM noTpebHocTu
OCTaHOBUTb NpoucxogAauwee. A, He 3a4yMbIBafACb, ABUHYACb K Kannmnone, gep)a B pyKax ropALyo
Luenb, KOTOPOM 3amaxHynacb TaK CUAbHO, KakK TOAbKO morna. lewepy 3ano/HWUA TOWHOTBOPHbIN
TPEecK, Koraa Ta nonana B 3atbl/Iok Kanaunonsbl, 1 068una ee weto, 06:KMraa npekpacHoe AnLo.

A Jana, YToO OHA CTaHET KPpUYaTb UM CONPOTUBAATLCA, MOSTOMY KPEMKO AepKanacb 3a KOoHel,
LUenn, N BCce Kpenye cTasa 0b6BMBATb €10 ee ek, cXoaa C yma OT HagobHOCTU ybeauTbea, YTo Y
Kannunonbl HUKorga 6onblie He GyaeT wWaHca NPUYMHUTE 60b FEeHpPUM MAKM Tem AOAAM, KOTOPbIX A
nobuna. KTo-To noiman MeHs 3a pyKy.

— XBaTuT, — npounsHec l'eHpn. — MocmoTpwn.

Cepgaue 6bicTPO KOMOTMIOCb, NOKa A npobupanacb Bnepea, Wypscb B NOMbITKaX PasrnsgeTb
YTO-TO Yepe3 TymaH. A cxBaTMiacb 3a LUenb, rOTOBAasA CHOBA yaapwuTb Kanaunony, ecam Ta HanageT Ha
MEHS, HO HOra HaTKHYNACb Ha YTO-TO TENJIOE N TBEPAOE.

Kannnona.

FeHpn 06BMA MeHA pyKamu M CXBAaTWN AEBYLUKY 3a /IOAbIKKY. A cmoTpena Ha ee obmsaKuwee
TEeNOo, pPaspbliBafACb MeXKAY YKacoM U yAOBIETBOPEHMEM, NOKA HabAOAaNa 33 TEM KaK M3 Nopesa Ha
€e LLeKe co4mMNach KpoBb.

— Yxogn! — rpomKo, HeECMOTPA Ha NoJlydeHHble TPaBMbl, KPMKHYN eHpU. B oTBeT B newepe
pasgancs WUNALWMM 3ByK, U BO3yX CTa/l HACTO/IbKO rOPsAYMM, YTO MHE Ka3anocb, byaTo MmeHs Bapuam
3a*KnBO. KOXKy KOJI0/IM KPOLLEYHble HOXUW, NPeBPaLLanaCb B PacniaB/leHHYIO NaBy.

fl 3aKpuyana, He B CuNax CNPaBUTbCA C YyAO0BULLHOM 60/bIO, KOTOpPas MPOH3WAa BCce Teno.
KoneHn nogkocunmcob, Ho FeHpM NOAXBATUA MEHA, U ero uenu 3arpemenn, nagaa Ha semnto. OH
HUYEro He CKasa/, MULWb CUNbHEe MPUTAHYA MeHA K cebe, U A YTKHy/acb IMLOM B ero rpyab. Hoxu
ncYesnn, U MeHA OKyTaa NPOXNaLHbIA BO3AYX.

— Bcé xopowo, — ycnokausatoLLe NpousHec F'eHpn, YTO A TaK OTYAAHHO *KaXKAana yC/blWwaThb,
Bnepsble nonas B [1oa3eMHbIN MUp. HecMmoTpa Ha To, YTO eMy ToXKe 6bl10 601bHO, OH MAFKO NPOBEN
nanbLamm No MoMm Bosiocam. — Tbl B 6€30MacHOCTH.
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MeHs He NOKNZAN0 YyBCTBO arOHUK, KOTOPYHO NoceAn 06XKuratowmii TYMaH, HO MHe XOTA bbl He
CTQHOBMNOCH Xye. Al OTKpblia rnas3a, U yBUAEB CTEHbl, OKPAWEHHbIE B KPACHbIW, MEHA 3aMyTUAO.
Koro youn KpoHoc? [xkelimca? Asy? Unu Kanaunony, 3a To, 4To noasena ero?

Ho Korga moe 3peHue NpoACHUAOCH, A MOHANA, YTO Mbl HObLIE HE HAaXOAMNUCL B Neuepe. Mbl
CTOANIM ¥ BXOZa BO ABOpPeEL, TOro, YTO YKpallanuM 3epKana U anble cteHbl. Ha KoBpe nexana Kannvona,
a M3 ee paHbl Ha 3aTbl/IKE TEKNA KPOBb.

Mbl 6b111 AOMa.
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I'/IABA 13. TEHDb

B OXMAAHUM OCTaNbHbIX Y/IEHOB COBETA CEKyHAbl NPOXOAMAWN KaK 4Yacbl. CHayana noAaBUAUCH
ABa n Codua. Ha ux 3ansacTbax A 3ameTuna cnegbl oT BepeBoK. Cneayrowmmun 6binm Oxenmc u
®dunann, nocneaHnn NPUNKMMAN K a3y OKPOBABAEHHYIO TKaHb. Mo3xke Bcex npubblan Yontep n mon
Mama, KoTopas cxknumana pyky MNepcedoHsi.

YBuges mamy, 61eHy0 1 ApOKaLLyt, HO MONHOCTbIO HEBPEAMMYHO, MHE CPa3y e 3aXoTeNochb
bpocntbca B ee 06bATMA. OAHAKO MEHA yAep)KvMBana HeBMAMMAA cuna. A He MOria ABUHYTLCA C
MeCTa, NOKa pALOM C Helt ctoana MNepcedoHa.

Mama noimana mou B3rnag. NoHavyany oHa cuibHee cxKana pyky MepcedpoHbl, HO MTHOBEHUEM
Nno3}Ke, K MOemy U3YMIEHUIO, OHA OTNYCTUIA MOIO CECTPY U ABUHYNACb KO MHE.

3Toro MHe M He xBaTano. Al nogberkana K Helt U 0BHANA, YTKHYBLUIMCb HOCOM B BOJIOCHI. [laXKe
nocne BCEro BPeMeHM, MPOBEAEHHOrO B nellepe, ee BONOCbI Naxnu abnokamu u ¢pesvamu. A
yCNbllWana egBa 3aMeTHbIM 3anax AbiMa, HO Mama bbina B nopaake.

— lpe oHa? — nocnbiwanca ronoc Yontepa. OH NpoTankmMeanca yepes TOAMNy NOTPACEHHbIX
4yneHoB coBseTa. A HUrae He suaena [unaHa u MpeH, KOTopble pelwmnan ocTaTbCs BO ABOPLE, U MHe
BCMOMHW/IOCb, YTO OHW, AO/IKHO ObITb, 3aHMMANNCL NIOBYLLKON. [0 KpalHel mepe, A Hagesnacb Ha
aTo.

— 3pecb. — [eHpu oTowen B CTOPOHY M yYKazan Ha Kannmony. YonTtep onycTunca pagaom C Hel
— CBOEN XEeHOW — Ha KoJieHU. fl LUIMPOKO PacKpbITbiIMKU rAaszamu Habawogana 3a NPoOUCXoAALLUM:
CTapuK ybupan npaap BONOC C MLA AEBYLUKMN.

— O, moAa poporas, — npowenTan OH, HO 3TOT TPOraTe/NbHbli MOMEHT MPOLEeNn TaK Ke
BHE3aMHO, Kak M noasuaca. Ero nMuo oXKectoumnocb, M oH OBHAN ee TaK, CIOBHO AepXKan B pyKax
Wb rPpyAay TPAMNOK. — FeHpu, Mbl MOXKeM Kyaa-Hnbyab oTHecTH ee?

ToT ecTom nokasan Yontepy cnefoBatb 3a HUM. Al xoTena 6bin0 NOUTM BMECTe C HUMU, HO
Mama BLEeNMNacb B MeHA, a A He XxoTeNa NoOKNAaTh ee.

— Tbl B nopagKke? — cnpocuaa OHa, U YyTb OTCTPAHMAACH, YTOObI OCMOTPETb MEHS C HOT 40
roN08bl.

— [la, BCe XOpOLWO, — OTBETUANA A, XOTA 3TO OblN0 NOXKbIO. Y MeHA Bce 6oneno, a KPoBb YyTb U
He Kunesna, HO A He OCMeINNACh ¥a/I0BaTbCA, KOrga OCTa/ibHble, A0/IKHO ObITb, YyBCTBOBA/IM cebA TaK
*e. — A Tbl? OHM He paHWAN TebAa?

Mama nokadana ronoson. — A Toxe B nopaaKe. To, YTO Tbl HawNa Hac, 6bIIO OYEHb CMenbIm
NOCTYMKOM.

Al oTBena B3rNA4 U NOCMOTPena Ha NATHO KPOBWM HA KOBpe, rae MMHYTOM paHblue nexana
Kannunona. — A noctynuna rayno. MHe *Kanb. fl HUKOrAa He xoTena, YTobbl TaK BbIWAO, HO NPOCTO He
MOTNa... HE MOT1a OCTaBaTbCA B CTOPOHE.

— Al He comHeBalCb B 3TOM, Mnaad. — OHa HEXHO BbITEP/SIA MOE TPA3HOE /INLO PYKaBOM
CBUTEpaA M NpmKanacb rybamm K weke. — Tbl He HBblaa 6bl cO60M, ecnm bbl HE NONbITa/laCb NOMOYb.

Yronkom rnasa A 3ameTtuna, Kak K Ham nogowna MepcedoHa, U1 Mama TyT }Ke BbinpAmMAack. A
peLwnna He BbiNyCKaTb ee PyKy, 1, K moemy obaerdyeHunto, oHa 1 cama He OTMyCTUAA MOLO.

— KeWT oyeHb xpabpan, — ckasana lNepcedoHa 6e3 HameKa Ha 0buay. Mos BpaxKaebHOCTb K
Hel Hayana TaATb, M A OTKPbIIA POT, YTOObI TOXKE CKa3aTb el YTO-TO NpuATHOe, Koraa MepcedoHa
nobasuna: — HemHoro raynas, HeganbHOBUAHAA, M abBCONOTHO HanBHasA, HO xpabpas.

MPOTMBHAA KUCMHKA B HAlMX C HEN B3aMMOOTHOLUEHMAX TYT e BepHynacb. Kak 6bl A HU
XO0TeNla ee HeHaBMAETb, A He MOr/aa 3TOro AenaTtb, KOrAa 3Ta AEeBYLIKA PUCKHYNA BCEM, YTO y Hee
66110, paau Toro, 4tobbl MOMOYbL. Heyxkenn oHa 1 BnNpasay 3Hana o Tom, yto Kanamnona n KpoHoc He
MOT/IN MPUYNHUTL el Bpea? OaHako Tenepb, Koraa Bce ObiN0 KOHYEHO, A HAaw/a OTBET Ha CBOWM
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BOMPOC: HET, OHa He 3Hana, Kak U He 3Hana Kananona. OHa CMNbHO MCMyranacb, KOraa ycablwana, 4to
KpoHoc rHanca 3a Hamu, NO3TOMy OTBET Obl/l o4eBUAEH. M BCe e, OHa MoMOr/ia Ham.

— Mol 6bl HM 33 YTO He Hawau newepy 6e3 Teba, — HEOXOTHO CKasana A, U MOA Mama — Hala
Mama — B3s/1a CecTpy 3a pyKy.

— Al TaKk paga, 4yto Bbl NONAAMAM, — CKasana OHa. — fl HMKOrAa He xoTena, 4YTobbl Bbl
BCTPETUAUCL NPY NOAOOHbIX 06CTOATENBCTBAX, U MHE ¥a/lb, YTO MEHA HE OKAa3a/10Cb PALOM.

B TOT MOMeHT MHe Obll0 HEeBaXHO, 4YTO Mama He pacckasana [llepcepoHe O Moem
CyLLEeCTBOBAHUK. XOTb A M HE MOF/1la UTHOPUPOBaTb BEYHO HOMOLWEee YyBCTBO, HANMOMMHaloWee MHe O
TOM, YTO A 3ameHa lepcedoHe — npegmeT BTOPOro mecra M He bosiee, Yem 3anacHol BapuaHT, —
ceinyac A 3actasmna ceba 3abbiTb 06 3TOM, M yAbIGHYAACk. [ocne UCnbITaHMI, Yepe3 KOTopble NPOLUA
Mama, A He MOr/1a OTKa3aTb el B 3TOM PagocCTy.

— lMepcedoHa.

lfonoc FeHpu 6bin eaBa M rpomye WeENOTa, HO A YCAbIWANA ero Aaxe B WymMe U cymaToxe
BecTMbtona. OH cTOAN Nocpean KOpMaopa — PYKM BCe B KPOBM, @ 0443 NOPBAHA, — W Kak Toraa, B
newepe, CMOTpen MMMO MeHA Ha MepcedoHy. OH cmoTpen Tak, byaTo HUYEro U3 npomsoleaLero 3a
nocneAHne HeCKOIbKO HeaeNb U He CNYyYnnochb. byaATo MUHYBLUAA TbicAYa NET CTepaach B Mbib.

— Mpwueet, Ang, — oTBeTnAa cecTpa. — [1aBHO He BUAENUCD.

FeHpW NPOCKONIb3HYN CKBO3b TOMINY W NOAOLWEN K HaM. [Ja)Ke NMOM0XKUB PYKY MHE Ha CMUHY, OH
cmoTpen Ha MepcedoHy. — C Toboit Bce B nopsaKe? — CNPOCK/ OH, U Ta 3aKaTu/ia rnasa.

— Hy KOHe4Ho. f He Mory ymepeTb ABaKAbl.

FeHpW 3amAnca, 1 Mama Kpenye ckana Mot pyKy. OHa 3Hana, Yto OH cobupanca caenatb, U
nbiTanacb NpeaynpeanTb MeHs. FeHpu HeXXHo nouenosan MepcedoHy B LEKy, U Korga Ta oTBETUAA
Ha ero nouenyn, MHe cTaso Naoxo.

— Monpgem, — ckazana mMHe mama. Hu TeHpn, HKM [MepcedoHa Aarke He yaoOCTOMAW HaAcC
B3rNs40M, KOrga Mbl C MamoM HanpasuanUch K Kopugopy. OHa obHAna meHa 3a naeun. — lMpowno
O4YeHb MHOTO BPEMEHM C TeX MOpP, KaK OHM BUAENWN ApYr ApYra.

— A 3Hat, — npowenTana A, HO 60/b HUYYTb He yMeHblKnnacb. MepecTtaBnaTb Horn 6biio
NbITKOM, HO A NPOAOMXKaNA NATU Brepes, XKenaa oKkasaTbCa OT HUX KaK MOXHO Aanblue. JobpasBwuncs
[0 crasbHW, A 3amMAnacb, HO Mama BCe PaBHO OTKPbl/1a ABEpPb.

— Tebe HyXXHO OTAO0XHYTb, — CKa3a/jia OHa, BeAs MeHA K KpoBaTU. MHe XOTe/loCb BO3pasuTb, HO
MaMa BbIrsAeNa Takol e XpYnKoi, Kak 1 Korga 6oposachk ¢ pakom. Mo Teny pasnmaca CUnbHENLWNA
CTpax NoTepATb ee, U U36aBUTLCA OT HEro yKe 6bl10 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Tebe TOXKe, — OTBETMNIA A U, YCEBLUMUCb Ha Kpal KPOBaTH, KAana, Nnoka mama pasmectuTcs
pagom. — Caauce.

Mama nocnywanacb, U Mbl YCTPOUIUCL BABOEM KaK AeNanun YXKe COTHW pa3s npexae: Korga B
AEeTCTBE MHe 6bl10 CTPALLIHO MW OAUHOKO, UK KOrga MamMe CTaHOBUIOCH XyXKe U A 6osanacb 0CTaBUTb
ee HaegMHe Ha BCO Houb. A Hosnacb, YTO OHA 3aKpOeT rnasa M 6onblle HUKOrAa UX He OTKpPOeT.
MoHayany MHe 6bl10 CNOXKHO NOAABUTL 3TOT CTPAX MOC/AE TOro Kak A y3Hana, YTo oHa beccmepTHa 1
He McYye3HeT, MOKa He NoTepAeT CMbICA CyLLeCcTBOBaHMA, nan noka KpoHoc He ybbeT ee. A TBepAo
pewwnna, yto byay 60poTbCA C HUM 4O NOCNeAHEero U He No3BOJIK0 eMy HaBpeauTb N0AAM, KOTOPbIX
nobnto.

Mbl nexann, a Bpems, Kasanocb, OCTaHOBMNOCL. [oKa Mama rnaguna MHe CnmHy, A cYMTana
Karkabl ee B340X. Ha MrHoBeHWe mHe yaanock 3abbiTb, 4TO Mbl HaxoanAuch B MNoazemHOM MUpe, U A
npeacTaBuUaa, YTO Mbl OKa3anucb B Hblo-MopKe: obbluHble Mama M AouKa, Takue e, Kak u Bce. K
3TOMy BpemeHu A 6bl yxke noctynuna B Hbto-MopKckuii, nam paxe Konymbuitckuii yHusepcuTer.
Bo3morkHO, ecnin 6bl mama He 3abosiena, A 6bl BCTpeTua Koro-Hnbyab, a FeHpu He pa3dbun bbl MmHe
cepale, U MHe He NPULNOCL Obl Yy3HaTb KAKOBO 3TO — KUTb B TEHN COOBCTBEHHOW CECTPbI.
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A1 morna 6bl cTaTb cHacTAIMBOM. Mo U3Hb Oblia 6bl 6aHaNbHOM M KOPOTKOM, @ He 3amnyTaHHOM
M CNoXKHoW. A Korga 6bl 8 ymepna, s 6bl nonana cioga, ctana bbl ewe ogHOM AyWOW cpeam MHOIMX
APYrux, 3a KOTopbIX oTBeYaeT NeHpu. Huuero us yxke cayymslLeroca He NPOn3oLLo 6bl.

Kak 6bl MHe HW XOTenocb 3TOro, A MOHMMA/a, YTO 3TO BCEro NUWb MeuTbl. fl Obl farke He
poaunacb, ecnm 6bl He M'eHpu 1 MNepcedoHa. YTo 6bl HM CnyYnnochb, Kakoi 6bl BbIGOP A HU caenana,
MOSl KM3Hb HUMKOrga He Obina 6bl npoctoi. [axe ecnnm 6bl A HWMKOrAa He 3Hana, 4To Horu
AENCTBUTENbHO CYLLECTBYIOT, MOl MaTb He nepexkunna bbl pak, n A bbina bbl Aaxe 6onee oANHOKa,
yem cenyac.

C leHpy Mos M3Hb coBcem pgpyras. OHa obpena cmbicn. OQHAKO HUKTO M HUKOrAa He
CNpaLMBaA MEHA HYXHa /1M MHe TaKas XM3Hb. HUKTO, Kpome [Kelimca.

N HeBaXKHO, Kakol BbIbOp A caenana, A He B COCTOSSHUWM COMepHMYaTb C AyllepasaupatoLlen
No60BbIo NeHpu K MepcedoHe. A Tenepb OHa eLLE U PAAOM C HUM...

fl nepectana NOHMMATb KakoM BbI6op 6b1n Bbl NPABUAbHbBIM.

— Mam? — npouwenTana a. — lNoyemy Tbl pewinna poauTb MEHA, eCAU A BCEro NLIb 3aMeHa
MNepcedoHe?

OHa OTKpblNa rasa 1 napy MrHOBEHWUI HMYEro He roBopusia. MHe y»Ke NoKa3anocb, YTO OHa He
OTBETUT, HO Mama nouesioBana MeHs B 106. — Hey»xenu Tbl NpaBaa Aymaellb, YTO A8 MEHA Tbl ULLb
ee 3ameHa?

A KuBHyna. MHe He HpaBMAacb 3Ta MbIC/b, HO MOC/Ie BCEro CAy4YMBLUErocsi, nocse BCex
NepeXuTbiX CTPaZaHUN, 4 He MOrNa AymaTb MHaue.

Mama B3a0xHyna. — Ecam Tbl xouellb NOroBopuTb, TO AaBai XOTA HBbl NepeoeHeMCH BO YTO-TO
ynucroe.

OHa COCKONb3HYMa C KPOBaTU U McYe3na B rapaepobHon. A 3Hana, YTo Mama NOUT MeHA Tak
e CU/IbHO, KaK 1 A ee, HO Yem Obl BCe 3aKOHYMIOCb, ecn Bbl A NpoBaanaa ncnbitaHna? OHa 6bl ToXKe
OTMNYCTM/Ia MO0 PYKY?

Mama BepHy/nacb, Aeprka B pPyKax CTOMKY o4exAabl, U1 A HEOXOTHO cnesna c KposaTu. Mowu
AKUHCbI U cBUTEp Oblnn Be3HafeKHO UCMOoPYEHbl, NO3TOMY A CTAHYAA UX, U NOCAe B3Maxa MaMWUHOM
PYKM OHU UCYE3/N.

— A Tenepb, — CKa3ana OHa, NOKa A HageBana NuXamy, — PacCcKaXku, 4To Teba 6ecnoKouT.

Al He 3Hana c 4ero HayaTb. Bce Mowno nog OTKOC C CaMOro MOMEHTAa MOEero npuxoaa B
Moa3eMHbI MUP, U CKONbKO Bbl ABa M Mama HU MNbITaIUCb Y6eauTb MeHs, 4To y FeHpKn ecTb KO MHe
YyBCTBa, A 3TOMY He Bepuaa. Nx npocTto HeT. MoTtomy 4To A He MepcedoHa.

XOTs 4eno He To/IbKO B 3TOM. ECTb ele MHOro Toro, 0 YemM MHe XOTeN0Cb PaccKasaTb, NO3TOMY
NYYLWIMA BapUaHT — HayaTb BCe C Havyana. — Bclo Moo KU3Hb cnnaHupoBanu, — npobopmoTana A. —
Moe poxaeHue, moe BOCNUTaHME, BCE, YeMy Tbl MEHS Hay4yumna... pagu TOro, 4tobbl MPONUTM
McnbITaHWsA, BeAb TaK?

Mama meaneHHO KuBHynNa, ByATO He NOHMMana, YTo B MOMX CA0Bax naoxoro. — KoHeuHo,
Mmunan. 1 xotena nomoub Tebe BbIMIPaTb HACTONIbKO, HACKO/IbKO MOTY, 0COBEHHO y4uUTbIBas, YemM BCe
3aKOHYMIOCb ANA APYTUX AeBYLUEK.

Al opgepHyna Kpah nuxkamHol pybawku. — Tbl 3HaNA, YTO KTO-TO nonbiTaeTca youTb MeHA, HO
BCE PaBHO OTNYCTUAA MEHA B DA4EM.

— A... — Mama Haxmypunacb. MNoxoxke, oHa Bce NoHANa. — KelT, goporas, a 6ol HUKOTAa He
oTnyctuna Tebs, ecnm 6bl He O6blna  yBepeHa, YTO MNPUHATbI BCE BO3MOMKHblE Mepbl
NpPeaocTopoXKHOCTU. [lo Teba NulWb HEeKoTopble M3 Hac CAeanan 3a TeM, Kak AeBYLIKU nNpoxoaat
ncnbiTaHmsa. Korga nossunacb Tbl, BCE M3MEHWNOCb. A HAcTosna Ha TBoeW 3awmte, M leHpu
NONHOCTbIO MeHA noagep:kan. OH xoTen obesonacutb Teba. Kak M Bce mbl. BOoT noyemy pagom c
Tob0I BCcerga KTo-T1o b6blin.
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Mama He b6bina Toraa B MOMECTbe, HO A KaXKAyH HOYb BCTpeyvanacb C Hell BO cHax. fl Aymana,
4YTO 3TO NOAAPOK OT leHpU, WaHC CKa3aTb Mame NPOLAN, U B KaKOM-TO CTeNneHun Tak 1 bbino. OaHaKo
OHA HacToA/Na Ha TOM, YTOBbl A BCe pacCKasana, M A TakK M caenana.. Noytu. MHe He XxOTenocb
YNOMMHaTb MOMEHTbI, KOTOPble NPUBENN MEHA K CMepTH.

Mama cena no3agy MeHA 1 CTasa MeaIeHHO PacyecbiBaTb MHE BOJIOCbI, aKKypaTHO pacnyTbiBas
KONTYHbl. — Tbl HaXO4MLWbCA NOJ, 3aLLMTON C Camoro nepBoro AHA B dgeme. xenmc, Aea, Codua,
Aaxe Annan n NpeH... Bce oHM Bblan pagom He 6e3 npuymnHbl. YacTMyHo, 4To6bl NOMOraTh Tebe, HO B
OCHOBHOM — 4TObbI C TO6OI HMYEro He CNy4Ynaocb. Mbl NOBUAANN CMEPTU OANHHAALATU AEBYLUEK, U
He AymaW, 4To Mbl BeccepaeyHbl, MU YTO Ham BCe paBHO. ITO He Tak, B ocobeHHocTh MeHpu. C Toro
MOMEHTA, KaK COBET pa3peLinn mHe 3abepemeHeTb To60...

— 370 pewan coBeT?

— [la, — oTBeTUNA Mama, pa3aensAsa BOSIOCbl HA TPWU NPALKKM, @ NOTOM 3ansieTaa UX B KOcy. —
Nlobrman, NOMHUWb, A paccKkasbiBana 06 3Tom? [eHpU pewunn cpatbCA, HO A 3TOro He XoTena,
NO3TOMY, BMECTO TOTO, YTOObI MCKATb APYryHO AEBYLLKY...

— Tbl pewwnna ee poguTb. — fA TAXKENO CrNOTHyNA, Ha r1a3a HaBOpPA4YMBaNAUCb cnesbl. — f
MOMHIO, YTO Tbl paccKkasbiBasna. Ho mama, Tbl 3abblna YNOMAHYTb, YTO A CYLLECTBYIO TO/IbKO MOTOMY,
4yTO coBeT cobpan 3acegaHne M pewnn 3ToT Bonpoc. — fA ycTaBmaacb B NOTOJIOK, TWETHO MbITaACh
noAaBuTb B cebe HapacTatouwyo 601b. — A AMWb AONXKHA Oblna cTaTb XeHoW [eHpu, a Tbl 3HaNA... Thbl
BCerga 3Hana, YTo OH HUKOrAa He MNoabUT MeHA TaK, Kak nobut MNepcedoHy. Tbl 3HanNa, HO Bce
paBHO caenana aTo.

B oTBeT mama 06HANa meHA. — KewrT...

Al Bnepuna B3rnAg Ha CBOWM PYKM, OTKa3biBasicb 0O6HMMaTb ee. Mama MoOrna CKOIbKO yrogHo
OTPULATb UM ONpPaBAbIBATL NpoM3oLWweLee, HO CAENAHHOIO He BOPOTULLb.

— Bce BepHO, — HaKoHeu, Nnpon3Hecna oHa. — Tbl poanaacb No 3ToM camon npuynHe. Bce mbl
POXKAAEMCA HEe NPOCTO TaK, 3TO MOXKeT OblTb 4eN0 No6BKU, HEKOW Lenu uam gaxe cnyvas. OgHako
TBOE POXAEHWE He CAy4yamHo, M A nonobuna Teba c TOro caMoro MOMEHTA, KaK Yy3Hana, 4To
bepemeHHa. U a poauna 6ol Teba gaxe ecnn 6bl He BbINO HYXKAbl, MOTOMY YTO AABHO XOTe/sla BTOPOro
pebeHKa, HO NOCTOAHHO OTKNaAbIBana. NoTomy YTO MHe BbINOo CTbIAHO, A 3acTaBuaa ceba aymatb, YTO
He 3aCNy»KMBato 3TOro. fl Aymana, YTo He 3acnyKumBato Tebs.

— Ho nouemy? — cnpocuna s, Bcxannbiead. — Yero Tbl cTbigmaack? MNepcedoHbl?

— OT14actn. MHe 6b110 CTbIAHO, YTO OHa Mano 3abotmnacb o 6aarononyydmm FeHpu, 4to bGbina
arouctkomn. OHa, KaK U Tbl, MOA A04b, U HUYTO He 3aCTaBUT MeHA NtobUTb Bac MeHbLLUe.

A PbIpKHYNa. — Ho oHa 6bina HecyacTHa ¢ HUM. OHa He BUHOBATa B TOM, 4To leHpu BAOOUACA B
Hee, 1 Ha0bopOoT, 4TO OHa BAtOBUANACL B Apyroro. Henb3a NpUHYAUTL NtOAEN XKUTb SO0 U CHACTANBO.
TakK He bbiBaeT.

Mama cena 6aunrKe Ko mHe. — BOT KaK Tbl Aymaelwb? YT1o s 3acTaBuna 1ebs 6biTb ¢ FeHpu?

fl NnoKayana ronoBoi, MOTOM BCE € KWBHyNa, HO B MTOre cganacb. — f He 3Hat, —
npobopmoTtana 1. — He A BbIBMpPana BCTPETUTLCA C HUM UAIN HET.

— Ho Tbl moKewb BbI6bpaTb ObITb C HUM MAKN HET, — MATKO BO3pa3mnaa mama. — OH xpaan Tebs,
HO ec/i1 Tbl He NHULLb ero, ecnun He xoyelb HbITb PAZOM, TO HUKTO He 3acTaBuUT Tebs caenaTtb 3T0.

— Ho y meHs owyuieHmne, 4To Tbl MeHA 3acTaBuNa, — yApyyeHHO npowenTana A. — f He 3Hato
KTO A 6€3 3Toro mupa. Y meHsA He 6b1/10 BpEMEHMW... MOHATb, KTO A TaKaA, a TENepb A yXKe He 3Halo, Kak
MHe HaWTK cebs, HO NPM 3TOM OCTaBaTbCA TOM, KEM Tbl XOYeLLb MEHSA BUAETb.

Mama B340XHyna M Kpenye obHAna meHAa. — A AnWb xouy, YTo6bl Tbl H6blna cobown. Tbl He
3ameHa lMepcedoHe. Tbl MoA [oYb, U A TOpPXKyCcb To6oN. HMUYTO 3TOro He M3MeHUT. Tbl MOM NyUYnK
cBeTa, U, ecnn 6bl A Aymana, YTO XWU3Hb C FeHpu He ocyacTamBuT Teba, A O6bl HUMKOrAa Tak He
noctynuna.
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— HeBaXHO, HACKONbKO A CYACT/IMBA C HUMM. ITO HE MEHAEeT TOro, YTO OH YyBCTBYyeT K
MepcedoHe.

— Celyac — pga, — cornacuMnacb Mmama, — Ho B byaylem nameHut. NeHpu nobun ee pgonroe
BPEMA, OH MHOFO€e NepeXu... 3Toro cpasy He 3abyaewwb. Ho Tbl fONKHA NOHATL, YTO PaHbLUE Yy HEFO
He 6bI10 NPUYMHBI NONbITATLCA. A TeNepb Y HEFro eCcTb Tbl.

Al cHoBa Hayana BCxAMNbIBaTb. — Tbl NPaBAA AYMAeLlb, YTO A eMy NOAXOXKY?

Mama yTKHy/lacb HOCOM B MO MaKyLKy. — Ecan 6bl Toraa, korga MeHpwu ewse He 6bin KeHaT, y
MeHs 6blna Tbl, A 6bl HUKOrA4a He cBA3ana ero ¢ MNepcedoHolt, s 6bl BbiIbpana Tebs.

Al B3rnAHyNa Ha Hee yANBAEHHbIMW F1a3aMM, U1 MaMa PacCMennach.

— Ox, Mmunaa. Ham ycTom, 4TO *KeHLWMHA MOXKeET BblbUpaTb cebe My»Ka, BeCbMa HEMPUBbIYHDI.
Ecam yx Ha 1o nowno, MNepcedpoHa nposena ¢ NeHpPU TbICAYN NeT, HO 3HaewWwb 4YTo? Y Teba c HUm
Bnepes, uenan Be4HOCTb, €CAN Tbl 3TOrO 3axodelwb. — Mama 3amonyana. — BepHo?

— [a, a xouy, — mArko oteeTnna A. — OYeHb U OYEHb XOuY.

— Torpa pan cebe 6onblwe BpemeHn. Pagom c eHpun Tebe He HYXHO MeHsTbCA. Tebsa He
onpesensaeT HU OH, HU [oa3emHbIA MUpP, HU TBOA BeccmepTHOCTb. Tbl cama pellaewb Kem bbiTb, U
yem bonblie Tbl byaelwb BecTM ceba ecTecTBeHHO, Tem bosiblie FeHpu nonobut Tebs. NMosepb MHe.

MHe xoTenocb BepUTb, U, 3aKPbIB F/1a3a, A pewnna, 4To Tak u caenato. NepcedoHa BepHeTCA K
AfOHUCY, OHa NOKMHeT Mog3eMHbln MUp. Bo3moXKHO, NoBMAaTbcA ¢ Helt Hbl1o nonesHo ans MeHpw;
BO3MOXHO, 3TO HANOMHWA0 emy O TOM, YTO lMepcedoHa yKe He Ta AeBYLUKA, KOTOPas 3aneyvyaT/ieHa Ha
ToM poTorpadummn, He Ta AeBYLIKA, KOTOpas Oblna pajaa BUAETb €ro ¢ NPUXoA0M CEHTALPA.

3TOMl AeBYLWKON MOory CTaTb A. lMoTomy 4TO X0uy.

Al HNYero He OTBETUNA, M MPOCTO NPUNbHYNA K Mame. OHa CHOBa CTana rMaauTb MeHA NO CNuHe,
M C KaXKAOW MUHYTOM MOoe HanpsxeHue Taano. OHa bbina TyT, pALOM CO MHOM, XUBa U 340p0Ba, U A
NPOCTO HEe MOT/1a He LeHUTb 3TOrO.

MeHs Hanyran BHe3amnHbI CTYK B ABEPb, U A CeNla M BbITEPNA MOKpble OT c/e3 rnasa. — [Ja? —
cnpocuna A, U ABepb OTKPbINACD.

— Kent?

leHpun. A obmeHsNacb ¢ Mamoin B3riagamm, U oHa 0boapAroLe MHE YNblIOHYAACh.

— 3a-3axoam.

leHpM Bowen M 3aKpbla 3a cobon asepb. OH Obln AabBCONOTHO YMCT, U KaK-TO ymygpuaca
nepeoneTbcs, He 3axo4A B Hawy KOMHaTy. Heyxenu y Hero 6biia gpyraa rapaepobHaa Ha cayyau,
€C/I OH He 3aX04eT 0CTaBaTbCA CO MHOM? M KTO NOMOr emMy OTMbITb C ero 61e4HOM KOXKM KPOBb, Kak
caenana s MHOro Heenb TOMY Ha3aa? MHe He HY»KHO 6bl10 0o Pa3MbIWAATL HaL OTBETOM.

— Yontep npocut Teba npuiiTn, — ckasan MeHpu, U Korga mama BCTana, OH NOKayvaa rosoBou.
— He TbI, nana. Kenr.

BblNO YTO-TO He TaK C TeM, KaK OH MPOM3HEC MOE UMS, HO A OTOPOCKIA 3TY MbIC/b B CTOPOHY. B
4yem 6bl HM BbIIO AeN0, OHO, HECOMHEHHO, UMEJIO KaKoe-TO OTHOLEeHMe K [epcedoHe, n yem bonblue
A Aymana o HeW, Tem cunbHee 6oneno. MNocne gonroro nytewectsma no MNoasemHOMY MUPY, MHe
XOTEeNoCb XOTA Obl AeHeYeK He YyBCTBOBATbL cebsA Ha BTopom mecTe. A 6blna rotoBa XaaTb [eHpU, Kak
M OH XAaN MEHSA, HO 3TO He 03HAYano, YTO BPeMA MeXKAY MOMEHTOM HACTOALLEro U AHEM, KOrA4a OH
peLuunT, YTo NoNtbUN MeHs, nponaeT 6e360n1e3HeHHO.

CMyYTMBLUUCb, A NMOAHANACL C KPOBATU W, M3BMHUBLUMCH, OTOW/IA B BaHHYD KOMHATy. B Tex
MeCTax, rae KOXW KOCHYACA TYMaH, OHa CafHWAa, U MHE NPUXOAUI0CH ABUIAaTbCA O4YEHb OCTOPOXKHO,
4yTObbl CHOBA He HayaTb ApoXKaTb. [Mpu 0bbIUHbIX 06CTOATENBCTBAX A Obl CMEHWAA NUMKAMY Ha YTO-TO
Apyroe, u4Ttobbl BCTpeTuTbcA C  Koponem bBoros, OAHAKO CErOAHAWHWA AeHb OTANYANCA
HeobbIYHOCTbIO, @ 3TO MeCTO, BpOoAe KaK, CTasio Moum aomom. Ecam 3axouy 6pogmTtb no Hemy B
nuxkame, To 6yay. Kpome Toro, ntobasa apyras ogexaa NPUYMHUT ULWHNE Heya06CTBa.
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MoKa A OCTOPOXKHO YyMbIBasa NLO A CTapanacb He AymaTb O TOM, Yero XoTen OoT MeHa YOopHep.
BHe BCAKMX COMHEHWI, OH }Kenan oT4yMTaTb MeHA, HO bbl1o BeccmbicieHHO HecnokouTbes 06 3ToM,
NMOKa Mbl He CTOAAW Apyr nepepn, apyrom. FeHpu He NO3BOAUT emMy M3rHaTb meHA m3 foasemHoro
Mmupa. Mo KpanHen mepe, A HageAnacb Ha 3T0. A eCM NO3BOMUT, TOrAa A TOYHO MOMMY, YTO OH
6onblue He XO4YeT BUAETb MEHA PALOM.

Al ycnblwana ronoc matepu nNo Ty CTOPOHY ABEpPMU, HO KOr4a BbIWNA U3 BAHHOM KOMHATbI, OHA
cpa3y 3amonyana. — Yto? — cnpocmia A 1 Mama NokKayana rooBou.

— Hwnuero, munasa. A ckopo npuay.

Tonbko cnenok He yBugen bbl ee pasaparKeHHOro B3rna4a, KOTOpbIM OHa ogapuna FeHpu, HO
KOrZ.a OH BbIBE/1 MEHA U3 KOMHATbI U MOBE/ MO KOPUAO0PY A HAYEro He CKasana.

— Tbl xopowo cebs yyBcTBYEWb? — cnpocun FeHpu, cuenms pykM 3a cnmHoi. CobpaB oCcTaTKK
CBOEM pewmnmmocTM BOEAMHO, A B3AJlla €ro 3a PYyKy, W He CTasia OTMyCKaTb, KOr4a OH HanpArca.
OpHaxabl OH NepecTaHeT TaK AenaTtb, a A0 TeX NOpP eMy NPUAETCA MPUBbLIKHYTb K TOMY, YTO 5l XKUBY
PALOM.

— bbIBano n nyywe, — nonbiTanacb NOWyTUTb A. FeHpu He yablbHycA. — Teo nucuennn Teba?

OH KmMBHYN. — HeKoTopoe Bpema Hasaz OH 3aKOHYMA UCLEeNaTb Apyrux. A npuseay ero K tebe,
KaK TONIbKO Tbl NOrOBOPULLb C YOPHEPOM.

3By4asio 3no0Beue. — OH 31umTca?

— Het, — otBetun l'eHpu. — OH He 3aunTCA.

MHe Bce elle Ka3anocb, YTO YTO-TO He TaK, NO3TOMY Al C}Kana ero pyky u obpagosanacb, Korga
OH He oTCcTpaHuaca. — A Tbl?

Ha 3ToT pas ero nuo He Bblparkasno HMYero. KoHevyHo, OH 31maca. Ecam 1o, YTO CKasana mama,
66110 NpaBaoW, TO OH Noaroaa 6e3 yctanm cpaxancsa 3a moto 6e3onacHOCTb, @ A Mano TOro, YTo BCe
npoBanunna, Tak ewe n nobexana scnes 3a TUTaHOM, He ycnes NposecTy B [loa3eMHOM MUpe U OHA.
He camblii MOI YMHbIN NOCTYMNOK, HO Y MeHA He bblno Bbibopa. U FeHpW, KOHEYHO, MOHMMan 3T0.

— Al He cTaHy M3BUMHATbCA, — CKa3a/sia A, — 3a TO, YTO NowW/a 3a To60l U mamoi. Ho mHe Kanb,
4TO A Hanyrana Teba, YTo He nocaywanack [Kermca 1 nonesna B newepy.

FeHpw pas3)Kan nanbupl U B3A1 MOW PYKK B CBOU. OH He CTas CKMMATb UX, HO TO, YTO OH caenan
6b1n10 gaxke 6onblue, Yem A 0XKUAANA, U BO MHe 3aTpeneTana Hagexaa. — He Hy»KHO U3BUMHATbCA, —
CKasan OH. — fAl MOHUMalo, YTO Mbl He OCTaBuAM Tebe n ocTanbHbIM BbIOOpa. ITO A AOMKEH NPOCUTL
NPoLLEeHMA, YTO BTAHYA TebAa B 3TO.

Monyyaetca NeHpu BUHMA ceba. OgHAKO 3TO ObINIO HAYEM HE Nyylle, Yem 06BUHATb MeHA. — Ho
BeAb Tbl HW B YeM He BMHOBAT. Tbl NOHATMA HE MMen, 4YTo nNaaHuposann Kannvona n KpoHoc, u Tbl
cAaenan Bce BO3MOXKHOE.

— [a, — mArko oteBeTun leHpU, — BO3MOXKHO, YTO TaK. Toraa Ham ¢ Yontepom npugetca
nonpocutb Teba caenatb ewe ogHy rnynocTb.

Mbl OCTAHOBUIUCL Y HEMPUMETHOM ABEPU, U A Haxmypuiacb. — O yem Tbi?

FeHpW OTNYCTUN MEHA, U B3ANCA 33 ABEPHYH Py4YKy, OAHAKO He CTan ee noBopaynBaTb. — f
byay pagom Kaxkayto cekyHay. C Tobol HMYero He caydmTces.

Moe ceppaLe 3aKONbIXaNoCb, N A YyTb HE CIOMa/ia roN10BY, NOKA NbITaNIACb NOHATbL, YTO TAKOro
xoTten YopHep, n ymo Tak Hanyrano FeHpu. KOHeYHO, CO MHOW HWYero He cayumTca. Ecnm TonbKo 3a
3TOM ABepbio He HaxoaucAa KpoHoc.

Kak TonbKO mMbl BOW/IN B KOMHATY, A NOHANA, Ymo [eHpu nmen B BUAY, U BCE HaNpAXKeHue, o
KOTOpPOM A ycnena no3abbiTb, HABOAHMNO MeHA CHOBa. fl 3amepna Ha mecTe, U FeHpU B 3HAK 3aLLUTbI
06XBaTUN MeHA 3a Nieyn.

Ha meHA Hemuratowmm B3rnagom CMOTpesio OKpoBaBaeHHoe uenamu anuo Kannvonsi.

OHa o4Hynacob.
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I'/IABA 14. AIbTEPHATHUBA

Mblnatolwan HEHaBUCTb B r1a3ax Kananonbl 3aCcTaBMAa KaxKayto KOCTOUKY B MOEM Tene 3acTbiTh,
ee B3rnAg 6yaATo nNpeBpaTUN MeHA B KameHb. Al He 6osnacb ee, HO NtOHON, KTO MMEET XOTb Kansto
4yBCTBA CAMOCOXPAHEHUA, CTONKHYBLINCL C NOA06HOM HEHAaBUCTbO, OCTAHOBUTCA.

PAagom c Hen, NONOXKMB PYKWU HA Naedn, ctoan Yontep, O4HAKO 3TO HE MOXOAMN0 Ha 3aLLMUTHBIN
XecT. [eBywWwKa cuaena Ha cTyne, cAeflaHHOM W3 CTaaW, a ee 3aNACTbA M NOAbIKKM B Lenax
6e3onacHocTM 06BMBannN mepuatowme bpacneTsl. B yray KomHaTtbl ctoan duanmn u monya Habaogan
33 NPOMCXOAALWMM, CKPECTUB PYKM HA LUMPOKOW rpyau. Ero nesbiid rnas, KOTOpbIA CTan MOJIOYHO-
6enbim, paccekan rnybokuii wpam.

— KelTt, — no3ean Yontep u KNBHyAN.

— lNpurBeT, — MOW ronoc ApOorKan CUNbHee, YeM A OXKngana. — YT1o cnyynnocs?

— MHe }anb, 4To NpMLWAOCb NobecnoKkonTb TebA, HO 60tOCb, ¥ HAac HeT BbIbopa. — OH CU/IbHee
ckan nnevo Kannvonsbl, 1 oHa Hanpsarnace. — Kannmona oTKasbliBaeTcA roBOPUTb C KemM-AnMbo, Kpome
Tebs.

Moe cepaue nponyctuio yaap. A nocmoTtpena Ha [eHpU, U OH KUBHYA, NOATBEPKAAA C/OBA
Yontepa. — Huuero... CTpalWHOro, — OTBETMAA A, XOTA XOTENOCb CKa3aTb Apyroe. YTobbl yCnoKoUTbCA,
A rnyboKo B3A40XHYNA. — A NOroBOpPIO C HEW.

B HeckonbKkux ¢yTax oT Kannmonbl NOABMAOCL MAFKOe Kpecno, U FeHpun oTnycTna MmeHsA, 4Tobbl A
nogowna u cena. 1 3amelKanacb, yBepeHHasn, 4to 6yab Ha To Bona Kannuonobl, a 6bl yxe ropena
CMHUM NAAMEHEM.

— KakK bl  npocuna, Kannnona, — ckasan Yontep. — KeilT npuina. Tenepb CKaXku Ham To, 4YTO
Mbl XOTUM 3HaTb.

Ero ronoc otaaBanca sxom gaxke B NPOCTOM KOMHATe, U 3By4yan TaK, byaTo pasom roBopuan
AecATkn ntogen. OH He Gbl NOXOXK Ha TOT TOH, KOTOpPbIM B Newepe rosopuna Kannmona. OH 3By4Yan
Tak, byaTo Yontep OAHOM NMWb CUIOA MbICAWM MOF PaspywuTb BeCcb Mup. HeyamsuTenbHO, 4TO
WMEHHO 3TOT MY*KUYMHA BO3rNaBaAN COBET.

Kannvona npogonkana mon4yatb, n Yontep B3A0XHYA. TaK B3gbIXxaeT poauTenb, Yen pebeHok
06baBMA eMy OOIMKOT, HO HMKAK He cneaoBaTesb, CTONKHYBLWMACA C MNOACYAUMbIM, KOTOPbIN
OTKa3blBaeTcA YTo-nMbo rosopuTb. MNpu BCel CBOEN BNIACTU, OH HE CTaN U He CTAHEeT MCNONb30BaTb ee
npoTtue Kannnonbl. OHa 6blna YacTbio €0 CEMbM.

Al He 3HanNa, YTO M AyMaTb. YONTEP MHOXKECTBO Pas, YMbILW/IEHHO UK HET, aenan e 6onbHO. OH
3aCcTaBUN ee NpouTu 4yepes aa. Ho, Kak yacto nostopan [xxemmc, 3To He bblno onpasaaHvem, m
Yontep 6bin 0653aH ybeauTbca, YTO HUYEro NOA06HOro He NPon3oaeT BHOBb. M He TONbKO OH, a U
BCE Mbl.

— Mokanyicra, norosopu ¢ Hamu, — obpatmaace A K Kanamone, n novyscTsoBana obneryeHue,
Korga rosoc npossyyan poBHo. — Y7o 6bl HM cnyunmnocb ¢ KpoHocom, BCE KOHYeHO, a Yontep,
®dunnunn v FeHpw... bonblue He HaBpeaAaT Tebe.

Al no4yyBCTBOBANA, KAk CTOAWMM No3agm MmeHAa FeHpu Hanparca. bygb ero Bona, To Kannvona
y)Ke npesBpaTmiack H6bl B Ky4Ky nenna.

[eBylKa meaneHHO pacnbliack B y/blOKe, a B ee r/1a3ax BCnbixHyAa 37106a. — CumTaewb BCE
KOHYeHO? [eHpW ycnen OTKPbITb yXKe cemb pelleTok. KpoHoc paHo mam no3gHo Bbibepetca — 3TO
NNWb BONPOC BpeMeHU. TONbKO Tenepb 3TO CIYYMUTCA K 3MMHeMY conHuectoaHuto. lNocne, oH npuaget
33 MHOM M YHUUTOXKMUT BCEX BAC 3a TO, YTO AEPXKan ero B NjeHy.

HWKTO He BO3pasun eli. 3a HaWKMM pa3roBopom Habatoganm Bce Tpu BpaTta, HO HU OAMH U3 HUX
He ckasan Kannunone, 4to coBeT CMOXeT yaepxunsatb KpoHoca 1 ganblue.
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MoToMmy YTO 3HaNM, YTO 3TO He Tak. KpoHoc B Ntobom cnyyae BbibepeTca Ha cBob6oay, U HUYTO He
MOXET OCTaHOBUTb ero. M3-3a meHs KpoHoc caenaeT To, YTO TaK AaBHO XoTen, a coBeT 6e3 Kanaunonbl
byaet npocto 6ecnomoLleH.

Kak 6bl MHe He XOTenocCb COXPaHUTb MAcKy XpabpocTu, OT AnLa OTAMNA BCA KPOBb, U A CXKana
PYKM Ha KoneHsx. [eHpW KOCHy/CA MOel LWeu, HO A He No4YyBCTBOBaNA TOro obneryeHus, KoTopoe
A0/KHa 6blna. Bce Hawm genctama 6bl1m BNYCTYIO.

— Kannunona, — marko obpaTtunca K Het Yontep. — Tbl 3Haelwb, TO, YTO NPOM3OMNAET, 3aTPOHET
He TONIbKO Hac, HO M Becb MMp. KpoHOC BHOBb BO3bMET Ha ceba pyKOBOAALLYIO POJb, U HEKOMY byaeT
3aWMLL,ATb Ye/10BEYECTBO.

Kannvona nnwb GblipKHYNA, U HUYETO He OTBETUA.

— MMpowy, NpUcoeanHnUCb K Ham, U BMeCcTe Mbl CHOBA ero ogo/sieeM. Tbl 3Haelb, YTO Mbl He
MOXKem caenaTb 3To 6e3 TBoMxX cnoCobHOCTEN, N eC/IN COrNacuLLbCs MOMOYb, Mbl NPOCTUM Tebe Bce
npocTynKku. Bece, 4to Tbl caenana, byaet 3abbiTo, a TBOE HaKalaHue byaeT cHATO. Thl BepHelb cebe
CTaTyC KOPO/EeBbl, @ Mbl OCTaBUM 3TOT MHUMAEHT N0O33a4M M ByAem XuTb ganblue.

— XuTb ganbwe? — BCce NPU3HAKM CamoaoBO/sIbCTBA Kannumonobl ncyesnn. — Kelt mn FeHpu
O6yayT KWUTb OONTO U CYACTAMBO, a A byay HabnwAaTb 33 Tem, Kak Tbl Hapylwaelb AaHHble MHe
KNATBbI, NPUMETMB oYepesHY0 CUMMNATUYHYIO AeByLWKY? HeT, YonTep, a u 6e3 3Toro g0oBo/IbHa CBOEM
¥M3HbO. KpoHOC BO3HarpaxkaaeT 3a NpefaHHOCTb. A 3a npegaHHOCTb Tebe A nony4vy Anwb pasbutoe
cepaue v TBOUX AeTei.

— A uTo pgact Tebe npegaHHocTb KpoHocy? Mpax Tex, KTo ntobut Teba, n ogMHOYecTBo, KOTopoe
bynet conpoBoXaaTb TebA BCIO OCTaBLUYHOCA BEYHOCTb, TO/IbKO €C/IN OH He yCcTaHeT oT Teba paHbLue.
BoT, uto KaeT Tebs, ecnn NPOAO KMULLL UATU STON AOPOTro.

— Al xoTa 6bl HANAY YA0BONBLCTBME B OCO3HAHUM TOTO, YTO Tbl MepTB. OHO corpeeT MeHsA /ydlue,
YyeMm Tbl 33 BCE NPOBEAEHHbIE BMECTE HOYM.

— Torpa pasroBop oKoH4YyeH. — Yontep otnyctun Kanavony n obpatunca K bpatbam: — Yto
XOTUTE C HeW caenatb?

— A nonarato, 6b1710 6bl CAUWKOM NPOCUTb TebA AaTb HAM HAaMTU CcNOcob YHUYTOXKUTL ee, —
XonoaHo npowusHec NeHpu. — MocKobKy TiopbMa KpoHoca BCKope onycTeeT, OHa MOXKET 3aHATb ero
MEecToO.

— OT/AnYHas mbicb, — OTBeTUAN YonTep, U B3rnsHyn Ha ®unnmna B Noucke 3HaKa ogobpeHus.
Korga ToT KMBHYA, YoAnTep XAonHyA B nagown. — Toraa peweHo. Kananona 3anmet mecto KpoHoca,
M ecnn Mbl nobeaum ero, To OHW COCTaBAT APYr APYry KomnaHuto. Ecan oHa Bce-Taku pewwmnT NoMoYdb
Ham, TO Mbl cobepemca 1 peLlnm, YTo Aenatb ganblue. Tbl MOXKelWb naTn, Kenr.

Al BcTana, Ho Kannvona Tak M He oTBena OT MeHs B3rnaga.  He morsa NoLeBennuTbes,
OKa3aBLLUMCb B JIOBYLUKE COYMYBCTBUA U pacTepAaHHOCTU. OHa cobupanacb YHUYTOXKUTbL Hac, Habatoaan
33 BCEM CO CTOPOHbI C y/bIOKON Ha nuue. Yontep npennoXun el nomoyb, o4HaAKO OHa npegnoyna
H60pOTbCA C COBETOM, MPEKPACHO 0CO3HABASA, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT.

— Tbl NpocTO MAMOTKA, — BbiNanuna fA. — [lormbHeT He TO/NbKO BeCb COBET, HO M BCé
yenoseyecTso. Mup NpeBpaTUTCA B CMJ/IOLWHYIO NYCTOWb, U YTO cay4nTca ¢ To6on? Tbl McyesHelb.
McuesHelwwb BMecTe ¢ HaMK. ITOTO Tbl XO4eLb?

— A nydwe umcyesHy, YeM NpoBeay elle XOTb MWHYTYy 34ecb, — oTBeTuna Kannuvona co
3/10BELMM CMOKOMCTBMEM, TaK, ByATO OHA MOJIHOCTbIO KOHTPO/AMpPOBana cutyauuto. byato leHpw,
Yontepa n ®unnmna gaxe He 6b110 B KOMHaTe. — Ecaum, 4tobbl yBMAETb BAac BCEX MEPTBbIMM, TaK
Hafo, TO NycTb. Pagu aTOro A rotoBa ymepeTb.

Ee cnoea 6ecnopsagovyHO BepTE/IMCb Y MEHA B FOJIOBE, OHU anuam Kaxabih ¢éubp moero
ectectBa. OHU 3/1MIN MeHSA, M A TWETHO NbiTanacb Nogobpath noaxoaawmin otset. OA4HAKO HUYTO B
3TOM MUpe He morno ybeaunTb Kannmony cmmunoctnsmtbea. Huuero, kpome...
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— Torpa ybelt meHAa, — A NpousHecna cnosa 6bICTPO, YTOObI HUKTO M3 BpaTbeB He ycnen
BO3pa3uTb. — Caenait 3To NpAmMO cenyac. A xouy, 4tobbl Tbl YOMNQ MEHSA, eCiv TaK Tbl MOMOKELb UM
3anepeTb KpoHoca.

— Het, — pe3ko npousHec leHpu. Ero pyKka c:Kana moe naeyo B TUCKWU, HO A OTMAxHy/ach,
pewmns He obpallaTb BHUMaHUA. ITO Kacasocb TOIbKO MeHA 1 Kananonsl.

OHa 3acmesnnacb MpayHbIM MPUTAYLLUEHHbIM CMEXOM. — Tbl AEACTBUTENbHO AyMaellb, YTO 3TO
BCE, Yero A Xo4yy? — CMpOCMNA OHa TOWHOTBOPHO CNAaAKMM ronockom. — WpeanbHas Kent. Tak
¥aXaaTb COOCTBEHHbIX MYK, U pagmM HUYero. Ho, KOHEYHO, eC/IM NPeA/IONKEHUNE eLLe B CUNIE...

Ee Teno npoH3mna BcnblwKa MoAHUK. OHA HA MUT 3amepna, a NoTomM 6e3B0NbHO 0OMAKNA Ha
cTyne. Bo3ayx BOKpYr CTOALLErO pAAOM C Helt YonTepa NOTPECKUBaN OT 3/1eKTpUYecTBa.

Al Aymana, 4To OHa NoTepsAsia CO3HaHME — HUKTO He cnocobeH BbiaepKaTb NOA06HbIe HAaMAAKW,
— HO Yepes3 HeCKOJIbKO CEeKYH/A, ee baMCTo-roNlybble rnasa OTKPbIAUCD, M AEBYLIKA YyCTaBMAACb NPAMO
Ha MeHsA. Kak 6yATo Moria BUAETb KaXKAYIo TalHY, KaXKAYH MbIC/b, KaXKAYH YaCTUUYKY MEHSA, KoTopble
CAenanu meHs Ton, Kem s 6bina. Ee rybbl M30rHYINCL B XKECTOKOW yAblbOKe.

— Keit, — ckasan leHpu. — Ham HY}KHO yxoOuTb ceinyac xe.

Korga s otBena oT Hee B3rnag, Kannvona 3awmnena. 3ByK ee rosioca CKOMb3HY/ NO KOMHaATe,
NOAKPANCA K MOEelM KOXKe M Npureosamn meHs K nony. — [flawo Tebe cnoso, Keut BuHTepc, —
NPOU3HEecNa OHa, U U3 ee pTa BblpBanacb CTPyMKa Abima. — A caenato ¢ Tobol To, YTO Tbl caenana co
MHoOW. Al 3abepy TO, YTO Tbl NtOOULLIL BO/IbLLE BCETO, U Tbl HE CMOXELLb OCTaHOBUTb MEHS.

Moe Teno HanoNHWAOCH MOKaNbIBAKOWMM XKAPOM, M B 3TOM Obl1I0 4YTO-TO 3n10Bewee. ITO
YyyBCTBO OyATO 6bINO AU HA rPagyc OT OCTPOM M HemsbexkHol 6onun. — YTto... — Hayana f, HO
npexae Yem ycnena YTo-TO CKa3aTb, MeXAYy Hamu BCTan [eHpU, U YyBCTBO MCYE30 TaK e bbIcTpo,
KaK 1 NoABMIOCH

— OTBeam ee K Teo, — ckasan YonTtep, v leHpu, He AaBas MHe BblOOpPa, BbITONIKHYN MEHS U3
KOMHaTbl M 3ax/onHyn 3a cobon agepb. B3aB mMeHA 3a pyKy, OH NOCNewWwwna No KOpUAOPY, U MHe
npuwnocb 6exaTb, YTOObI HE OTCTaBaThb.

— Y10 npoucxoguT? — cnpocuna s, cepaue beweHo cTtyyano B rpygu. — YTo OHa umena B
Bnay?

— Al He 3Hato, — oTBeTUA F'eHpU n Bbipyranca. — MpocTtn, Kent. A rosopun Yontepy, 4To BeCTu
TebA TyAa He OYEHb XOPOLLIAA UAEsA, HO OH He CTan caywaTb. PUAAMN BCTAN HA €70 CTOPOHY.

— 3T0 He TBOA BWMHA. — [eHpM Ky[a-TO MOCNEWHO BEeN MeEHA, U A HaxMypwuaacb, NbITaAChb
MOHATb, YMO BO MHe U3MeHWNOCb. Ho A He yyBcTBOBasa ceba no-apyromy. — OHa He MOXKET youTb
MEeHA, BeAb TaK? Y HacC e He noay4yntca youTb apyr gpyra?

— He mokeT, HO OHa cnocobHa Ha Takoe, OT Yero Tbl byaellb MOAUTb O CMEPTHU.

He camble ob6HazexunBatowme cnosa. Mbl CBEPHYIM 33 Yron, U A YCKOPMUAACh, YTOObI MATU C HUM
B HOTy. — YTO OHa MOXKeT caenaTb? A HMYEro CTPAHHOTO He YyBCTBYH. Hnyero He 60auT.

— A roBopto He TONbKO O ¢usnyeckom ¢aktope. OHAa BO MHOMMX OTHOLLUEHMAX Camas
MOTYLLECTBEHHAA M3 BCex Hac. He paccKkasbiBahi 0 MOMX c/ioBax cBoen matepun unm Codumn, HO Mowm
cecTpbl cunbHee bpaTbeB. Mbl UMeeM NPEUMYLLLECTBO B BUAE rpyboi cu/bl, HO CMOCOBHOCTM KEHLLUMH
COCpesloTOYEHbI BOKPYF CAMOWM KU3HMU.

Mama ntobuna npupoay, vy Hee 6bina HeobblYHAA CNOCOBHOCTL BbIPALLMBATL YTO YFOAHO U rae
YroAHO. 3TO MMeNOo CMbICA A1A YeNOBEKa, KOTOPbIM OHA ABAANACb, U €C/IM YMETb B3pacTUTb AepeBo
nocpeam MaHxaTTeHa cYMTaNoCcb CNocobHOCTLIO, TO HbIN0 Bbl HEMNOXO MMETb NoA06HY cuny. — YTo
Tbl MHE He J0oroBapuMBaellb?

Al y3Hana, rae mMbl HaXOAWIUCH: KOPUAOP, BEAYLMA B BECTMOONb TPOHHOMO 3ana. — 370, —
cKazan [eHpW, NpuaepXunBana ona MeHA ABepb, — TOJIbKO HUUYTOXKHAA YacCTb BCEX ee CNOoCcobHocCTe.
MpuunHa, NO KOTOPOMN ee pap TaK BaKeH ANA 3axBaTa KpoHoca, U, BO3MOXHO, 0b6bACHeHMe ee

~100~
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TBEpPAON yHerKAeHHOCTU B TOM, YTO OH He MPUYMHUT el Bpeda, B TOM, YTO OHa CNocobHa NOAYMHATL
BEPHOCTb U NPUBEPKEHHOCTb AeNy.

OHa — lepa, BcnomHuAa A. OHa bblna NOKpoBUTENbHULEN BpaKa W KeHWMH. Ecam aTo To, Hag
4yem oHa bblna BNacTHa, Toraa...

— Jlymaelwb OHa 3acTaBMT MeHA NPOABUTb HEBEPHOCTb Tebe? — cnpocuna A. Kak oHa morna
3aCTaBUTb MeHA M3MeHUTb [eHpu? VIMeHHO 3TO OHa MMena B BMAY, Koraa CKasasa, uto 3abepet To,
yTo A Nt06t0 BoNbLle BCEro?

— A He 3Hal, — Mpa4yHO OTBeTUAN [eHpW, BegA MeEHS BHYTPb TPOHHOrO 3asna, a NOTOM MO
npoxoAy M3 KONOHH. — ECTb BO3MOHOCTb, YTO OHa He ycnena OCyWecTBUTb 33 yMaHHOe, Yem Obl
3TO HM BbINO, HO HE NOBPEAUT NPOBEPUTL. XOPOLLO TO, YTO OHA He NpeBpaTUaa TebA B }KUBOTHOE.

— OHa genaet Takoe?

— MNocToAHHO. B ocobeHHOCTM OHa 1tobUT NpeBpalLaTb B KOPOB.

Y70 K, TENnepb MHe nerye. MHe HM Kanan He XOTeNoCb 3aMMeTb BbIMSA.

Koroa Mmbl poctmrnam KoHua npoxoga, leHpu octaHoBuiacA. OcTanbHble 4ieHbl COBETa
CTO/NINMANCL BOKPYT, 6€CNOKOMHO NepeLenTbiBanach. /Wb HEMHOTMe B3rNAHYAN HA Hac. — Teo, byab
nobp, nogongu.

MapeHb, BbINYCTUB PYKY Dbl Bbilwen u3 Toanbl. [OKa A *una B aeme, A Aarke He 0CO3HaBana,
HaCKONIbKO 3TM pABoe 6blan 6AM3KM, HO Tenepb A pPeaKo BCTpeyasa MX MO OTAE/NbHOCTM.
HeygusutenbHo, 4To Inna HGblna B TAKOM YXKAaCHOM HAaCTPOEHUM, KOT4a el NpUXo4Maocb NpoBoAUTb
Bpema co mHoi 1 Kanavonon.

— Tbl paHeHa? — 06paTnaca Ko MHe Teo, 1 A MOKavana ro/IoBoiA.

— Kannvona morna 4to-TOo caenatb C Hel, — OTBeTUN [eHpW, He 4aB MHE BO3MOMKHOCTM
06BbACHUTL. — He mor 6bl Tbl ocMOTpeTb ee?

Teo XecTom NpUraacun MeHa cecTb Ha BauKalwyrt ckamelky. Korga s cena, oH NpoTAHYA
PYKW, U Ha 3TOT pa3 A OLWYTMAA, KaK Ha MeHA HaxablHyA0 Tenno. CnycTa HEeCKONbKO CcekyHg, Teo
OTOABWHY/ICA, U HAXMypWU/CA, OTYEro MexKay ero 6posent obpasoBanacb MHUA. — B neuiepe oHa
nonyynna HebonblLMe NOBEPXHOCTHbIE PaHbl, HO KPOMe 3TOro HMYero HeT. OHa B NopAaKe.

— Tbl yBepeH? — cnpocun FeHpu, n Teo KMBHyA. [eHPWU OTBEPHYACA OT MEHA U CXBAaTUACA 33
CMUHKY CKamMbW TaK CU/IbHO, YTO AEePEBO NOA ero NanbLamu TPECHYO.

— 370 Begb HE 3HAYUT, YTO OHa YTO-TO cAenana C MOEN rosIoBON? — MOW ro/IoC APOXKan oT
cTpaxa. — Wnu s coiay c yma?

feHpu He gsurancsa. Cuaswmn pagom Teo cTan Wwapkatb Horamun. — CKopee Bcero, y Hee
NPOCTO He XBaTW/0 BPEMEHM 3aKOHYUTb HauyaToe, — obpatunca oH K leHpu. — He o uem
6ecnoKouTbCA, MOKa HUYEro He NPOSABMIOCH.

— A ecnn nposasuTtca? — rpybo cnpocun FeHpu.

Teo Haxmypwuacs, U dnna nogowna K Hemy U B3Ana 3a pyky. OH, Kasanocb, paccnabunca ot ee
NPUKOCHOBEHMA. — Toraa mbl BblJIEYMM 3TO HACTONIbKO, HACKOIbKO CMOXKeM. MoKa Mbl He 3Haem, C
yem MUMeeM LEeN0, HAYEro He noaenaeLb.

— [a, — otBeTun NeHpu. — lonarato, 4To TakK.

be3 npeaynpexaeHua oH 6pocunca obpaTHO K aBepu. A BCKOYMNA Ha HOMM, U NpobopmoTas
n3BUHEHMA Teo n dnne, Nocnewmna 3a HUM. — FeHpU, NOXKANYNCTA... NOLAOKAMN MEHA.

Mpeae 4em A Mmorna HarHatb ero, FfeHpM NPOCKONb3HYN B BECTUOIONb M 3aX/I0MHYA 3a coboi
ABepb. POnoT B TPOHHOM 3ane 3aTuX, U Kak TOJIbKO BCe MOHAAN, YTO NMPOUCXOANT, UX LLENMOT CMEHUANCA
Nt0BONbITHLIM XYKKAaHMEM, HO A He CTa/sla 3a4epPKMBaTbCA, YTOObI MOCAyLWaTb, O YEM OHM FTOBOPUAMN.

Al pobpanacb A0 KOpUaopa, HO NOBEPHYB 3a Yron, He yBUAEeNa HUKAKMX NpusHakos MeHpu. A
noLuna Hasag, NoAymaB, He Pa3MMHYNACb 1N C HAM B BECTUOLO/Ie, HO TaM ero ToXe He OKa3anocb.

OH ywen.
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I'/IABA 15. PO3A U COPHAK

Al Becb Beuep uckana MeHpu. 3axoamna B KaxKAyH0 KOMHaTY, HO HUKTO ero He Buaen. Hekotopeole
[BEPU OKas3anuCb 3anepTbl, 3 Ty KOMHATY, B KOTOPOM Haxoaunacb Kannuona, s usberana. He 3Hato,
CKPbIBA/ICA OH 33 O4HOM U3 3aKPbITbIX ABEPEN, HO B TOM YAaCTWU ABOPLA, C KOTOPOM A Bblna 3HaKOMa,
ero He OKa3a/ocs.

Al HapeAnacb, YTO OBHApY)Ky ero B Halwewl cnajibHe K MOMEHTY cBOero npuxoga. Ho Bmecto
leHpw a BcTpeTnna Tam loro, KOTOPbIN B 3HAK MNPUBETCTBMA PALOCTHO 3aN13aAN U 3aBUNAN XBOCTOM.
YyBcTBYA cebsa NPOCTO yKACHO, A B3A/1a WEHKA Ha PYKU U NpUKanacb K Hemy. B 0TBET OH IN3HYN MHe
weky. 3toro 6bl10 HeZOCTAaTOYHO, YTOObl Pa3BeATb BCe MOM CTpaxu U NeperkMBaHUA, HO XBaTW/IO,
4yTObbI A HAa KAKOE-TO BPEMA NepPeKN0YNNACD.

— Al ckyyana no Tebe, — cCKasana A, MoyecaB LWEHKA 33 yxom. [locunTas, YTO MaMa
npucoegMHMNACL K OCTaZIbHOM YaCcTM COBETA, A Cena, CKPEeCTUB HOTM, MO LEHTPY KPOBATU, KOTOPYIO
A0/MKHA 6blna fennTb ¢ FfeHpU. — 3TO Tbl eLLe He CAblWas, KaK A NpoBesiia NocieAHNM mecad,

He ycneB cKa3aTb Hu4yero 6osblue, Ha MEHA HAx/IblHY/I0 3HAKOMOE OLLyLeHMe, U BCE BOKPYr
norpy3nnocb B TeMHOTY. Ha 3TOT pas, BMecTo Toro, 4Tobbl OKa3aTbca B newiepe, U3 KOTOPOK ceiyac
TaK ycepAHO NbiTanca BblpBaTbCs KPOHOC, A cTOANA NO LeHTpy cnabo ocseleHHOM KOMHaTbl, KOTopas
npocTupanach Ha Asaauatb pyToB B 06€ CTOPOHDI.

OpHa cTopoHa 3TOM KOMHaTbl NpeacTaBaana cobol pas, CNOWHbIX OKOH, OTKPbIBAOLWMX BUA Ha
H6ecKpanHIo nelepy CHapyXu ABopLa, @ B MPAaMOPHOM KaMWHe, CTOALLEM Y MPOTMBOMNONOMKHOM
CTeHbl, NOTPECKMBA/ OroHb. Ha OKHAx He BUCENM LITOPbI, @ eANHCTBEHHbIM NpeameTom mebenn 6bino
6enoe kpecno. B Hem cugen F'eHpuU, N TaK CUIbHO CXKMMAN NOSNOKOTHUKM, YTO A UCNyranacb, Kak bl
Te He C/IOMAIUCh.

— TleHpU? — npowenTana A, He 3HadA, CAbIWWT M OH MmeHA. Torga, B TapTape, MHe Ha
MrHOBEHME MOKA3aNn0Cb, YTO OH crnocobeH cAblWwaTb MeHA B BUAEHUAX, HO ceilyac, Korga A
MOMNbITaNaCb KOCHYTbCA €r0 CBOMMM MPU3PAYHBIMM MANbLAMM, OH JAXKe He MOPTHY.

[Bepb B fanbHEM KOHLLe KOMHATbl OTKPbIAACh M 3aKkpblaiacbk. 1o mpamopHOMy noay 3awarana
MepcedoHa. OHa bbina H6ocan, n ogeTana B NPOCTOE X/NI0MNKOBOE NiaTtbe. B mArkom ceete, uapusLiem B
KOMHAaTe, OHa BbIrNA4ena NOTPACAIOWLE KpacuBoW, M A npukycuna ryby. 3a BO3MOXKHbIM
ncknoYeHnem ABbl, A HUKOTAQ B XXM3HM He BCTpedvana Toro, paaom c kem A 6bl YyyBcTBOBasa cebs
COPHAKOM, POCLIMM PALOM C PO30MW.

— fl 3Hana, yYto Halnay Teba 3gecb, — cKkasana MNepcedoHa.

— Al npuwen croga nogymaTb, — OTCTpaHEHO oTBeTUA FeHpu. — A Ayman Tbl yKe onpaBuaach
AOMOA.

— fl pelwnna HeMHoOro 3agep»Katbca. Bam Bcem HyxHa nomolb. OcobeHHo Tebe. — OHa B3AMa
FeHpwW 3a pyKy, Ty Camyto, K KOTOPOI MUHYTY Ha3ag, NbiTasnacb NPUKOCHYTbCA A. — Mama pacckasana,
yTo cnyumnock. KeiT noscrogy Teba mwer.

FeHpW NoXKan naevyamu, HO pyKy He ybpan. — Al NoKa He roToB C Hel BCTPETUTLCA.

— Moyemy? — nouHTepecoBanacb MNepcedpoHa, NPUCTPOMBLLUNCE HA NOANOKOTHUMKe. A U cama
CTpaLHO XOTeNa y3HaTb OTBET Ha 3TOT BONpOC.

OH ponroe Bpema mondan. — OHa morna ymepeTb, NOTOMY 4TO A nosen ceba Kak aypak u
NO3BONMA €M PUCKOBATb, — HAKOHel, HexoTA OoTBeTUNA OH. — C camoro Hawero 3HAaKOMCTBA f
NMOCTOAHHO MOABEPrato ee }KM3Hb ONACHOCTU. Ho Tak 6onbLue NPOA0KATLCA HE MOXKET.

MeHs oceHuno. Bot nouemy leHpu cbexkan? OH cumtan cebsa oby3oin? 310 xe Heneno. Ham
CNef0BaNo NOroBopuUTb 06 3TOM 1 BCE NPOACHUTD.

MepcedoHa 3akaTMna rnasa, U Ha 3T0T pa3 A 6biia ¢ HeW cornacHa. — Tbl He OTBETCTBEHEH 3a
Aenctena Kananonel. Teo ckasan, 4To oHa B nopaake. C Her HUYEero He Cay4mTCA.
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Ha wee F'eHpU OT HanpAaXeHMA BbICTYNUAM BeHbl. — Mbl He MOXeM 3HaTb HaBepHAKa. [axe
€C/Nn BCE 3aKOHYMUTCA 61aronony4yHo, MMEeHHO i NOCTaBWUA ee B 3TO MOJIOXKEHME.

A A cornacunacb. 1 He Oblna 6e3HageHO GecnomoLLHOM AEeBYLIKOM, Heyxenn [eHpu He
noHuman? fl bonbwe He 6bina cmepTHoM. Kannmona He morna youTtb MeHs, 1 eMmy, B KOHLE KOHL,0B,
CTOUT NOHATb, YTO A HE CIOMALOCb, EC/IN KTO-TO PALOM CO MHOM HauyHeT AblWwaTb MHAYE.

MepcedoHa npoBena nanbLamu Mo TEMHbIM Bonocam [eHpu, U y MeHAa B ropsie obpasoBancs
KoM. Al He xoTena HabAaTb 33 NPOUCXOAALLMM, HO HE MOT1a OTBECTU B3rNA4, U NOHATUA HE UMena,
Kak MNOKMHYTb BuaeHue. Habnwopgas 3a Tem, Kak TECHO OHM B3aMMOAEWCTBOBA/IM, HECMOTPA Ha
pas/iyKy B BUAE ThICAYM JIET... Y MEHS 3aHbIN0 cepaue. Bcé 6bi1o Tak, byaro MNepcedoHa HMKOrAa U He
yxoamna, a FeHpu NpoCTo pacckasbiBaa CBOEM XKeHe 0 CObbITUAX, MPOU3oLIeALINX B TEYEHME AHS.

3To Ao/1KHA Oblna AenaTth A, a HE OHa, HO He moraa, noTomMy uto FeHpu npatanca. Mosa cecTpa
3Hana ero A0CTaTOYHO XOPOLO, YTOObI HE MCKATb Yacamm He B TeX MeCTax.

— 3a 3TN HECKONIbKO Hee/ib OHa Meperkuna Bewm U noxyxe, — cKasasna lNepcedoHa. — Teos
HOBanA AEeBYyLIKAa — KPENKUi opeLlek, aa?

— [a, — otBetnn leHpu. — Ecnm oHa pewnna, nepeybeantb ee 6yaeT HEBO3MOXKHO, U NaeBaTb
Ha noc/ieacTBmA.

MNepcedoHa PbipKkHYyNa. — OueHb NOX0oXKe Ha Koe-Koro. 3Haellb, OHa NobuT Tebs. bonblue, yem
nobuna 1.

Ha nuue FeHpu oTpasunack 60/b, HO McYe3na Tak »Ke ObICTPo, Kak un noasunacb. — OHa He
3HaeT MeHA. A Korga y3HaeT HacToALLEro, To YA4eT.

— MpAmo Kak A7

OH MoNYa yCTaBUJ/ICA B OKHO.

MepcedoHa COCKONb3HYNA C NOA/IOKOTHUKA eMy Ha KoMleHW, M 0bHANa 3a Wweto, byATo HMKOrAa
M He nokuaana ero. Moe ropsio CKanocb, U A BNWAACb HOFTAMM B Naf0HU. A He XxoTena ObITb 34€eCh.
He xotena cmotpeTb. MHe 6bl10 Han/eBaTb, HACKOIbKO HUUTOXKHO MepcedoHa ntobuna ero, 1 Ha To,
4YTO roBOPMAN MOA MaTb, [Kenmc nam Asa. N'eHpu BCE elle ntobun ee, N HAKOrAa HE NPeanoYTeT el
MeHA.

Korga oH o6HAN ee B OTBET, B MOEN FPYyAM 3aKUNENN pblaaHNs, U A OTBEPHY/IAaCb K OKHam. [axe
YBMAEB TaM MX OTPAXKEHWE, A, Kak Obl HWM cTapanacb, He Mornia oTBecTM B3rasg. BoTr oHo. Hawum
OTHOLWEHMAM — Halwemy Bpaky — NpuLIen KoHel, He ycnen FeHpu gaxe Aath UM LLAHC.

— WHorga mHe MHTEpecHo, 4to 6bla10 6bl, ecan bbl 8 ocTanacb, — NpounsHecna oHa. — Kak bbl
pa3BMBaA/INCb HALUW OTHOLIEHWUA, ecan Bbl Mbl BCE Aenann NocTeneHHo, a He Bpocanmucb B OMYT C
rON0BOA.

— Mbl 66111 6bl cHacTAMBBI, — TUXO OTBETUAN FeHpU. — U eaunHbL.

— MoxeT ga, — npowenTtana oHa. — MoOXeT HeT.

OHM oba monHYann B TeYEHME HECKONIbKUX y[apoB cepaua, M koraa lepcedoHa cHoBa
3aroBopu/ia, OHa HaK/IOHWAACb K HeMy TaK OJIM3KO, YTO UX pasdensann Aullb AoWMbl. A 3aKkpbina
rnasa.

— Tbl 3aC/y»KMBaellb TOro, KTo Tebe NoAxXoAnT, — CKasasia oHa. — To, YTO NPOU3OLLN0 MEXKAY
Hamu, He 6blN10 TBOEW BMHOW. Mbl CIMLLIKOM pasHble, U HEBAXKHO, HACKONbKO CU/IbHO Tbl ybeaun cebs
B TOM, YTO A — TBOA €AUHCTBEHHAA, 3TO HE MMEET 3HaUYEeHUA, €C/IN Tbl HE NPUHALNEKNLLDb MHE.

Al 3aTamna gpixaHue. OHa genana 370 HamepeHHO. HamepeHHO pBasia ero Ha 4Yactu... louemy?
Y106bI OH 60/IbLLE HE 3aUMKAMBAACA Ha Helt? YTobbl ocBoboaMTb MecTo MHe? Ero cepaLe u Tak bbiio
pa3buTo. Kak ke MHe HalTK BCce ero YacTn n cobpatb Mx BMecTe, ecim oHa gpobuna mx ewe menbye?

— XBaTUT, — ymonAna s, XoTA MOHMMANA, 4TO 3TO HeccmbicneHHo. OHa Oco3HaBana, 4To
TBOpMAa? KoHeuHo e ga. Ecam A 3Hana MeHpu rog, 1 y»Ke moria oTY4eT/IMBO 3TO MOHMMATb, TO OHA
3HAaKOMa C HUM MUAAMAPAbI NET.

— Tbl 1 BNpaBay c4acTanBa ¢ AGOHNUCOM? — HaKoHeL, cnpocun MFeHpwu.
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MepcedoHa cnabo ynbibHyNacb. — Korga s Npocbinatoch, U BUMXKY €ro A1L0, TO 3Hato, YTO AeHb
OyaeT YyAecHbIM. 9TO HE U3MEHMUTCA, HE3aBUCUMMO OT TOrO, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHM NPonAeT.

leHpM Ha4Yan BOAWUTb NajbLamm No ee Bosnocam, 1 NepcedoHa He cTana ero oCcTaHaBANBaATb. —
Tbl KOrga-HMOYAb CoXKanena, 4To ywna?

[eBylwkKa otBeTUNa He cpa3y. OHa B3s/1a ero 3a Apyry pyky v cnaena mux nanoubl. — NHorga. A
CKYYalo MO COJHLY... MO TOMY, YTO CBETUT B peasibHOM MUpe, a He B MOel 3arpobHOM XKu3HU. A
CKy4ato no mame. A cKy4aro no Hawen cembe. CKy4yato no BpemeHam roga. CKy4yaro no nepemeHam. —
MepcedoHa npukanacb rybamm K KocTAwKam ero nanbueB. — MHoraa a ckyyato no tebe. AgoHuc
TaKoOM cyacTaMBUYMK. OH MOXOXK Ha o6y APYryto Aylly... HE A0 KOHLUA NOHUMAET, YTO MPOUCXOAMT,
AN 4YTO OKpPYKaloWKUii ero mmp — danblumeKa. Al ckyyato, ga, U MOTOMY MOPON XOYETCA YTO-TO
N3MEHUTD.

leHpM nornaaun ee WeKy TbiIbHOM CTOPOHOM NafoHU, U ero B3rnag nepemecTusicsa ¢ OKHa Ha
AeByLlWKy. OH CMOTpen Ha Hee TakK, Kak CMOTPEN Ha MEHS B Ty HOYb, KOTOPYHO Mbl NMPOBENN BMECTE, U
MoA rpyab 60/Ie3HEHHO CXKasacb. [MoYyemy HWKaK He MNoJy4anocb MPOCHyTbcA? — Tbl morna bGbl
BEPHYTbCA.

MepcedoHa rpycTHO yAblOHYyNach emy. — A KakK ke KelT? Tbl He NocTynullb Tak ¢ Hen. fl 3Hato,
YTO Tbl BblLLE 3TOr0. BO3MOXHO, €€ Tbl CMOT 0ZlyPayYmnTb, HO A 3HAID, KaK Tbl OTHOCULLBLCA K HEM.

leHpyu HU4Yero He otBeTM. Moe cepaue 6MI0Ch Tak CUIBbHO, YTO 1 NOAYMana, Kak 6bl OHO He
B30opBanocb. He noctynuT Tak? OH NPOCUN ee BEPHYTbCA B KayecTBe CBOEM KOPO/AEBbl UKW MKEHbI?
Bo3moXKHO nu Takoe?

YyBCTBYS TONOBOKPYXKEHME, i MPUC/IOHUAACh K OKHY, U Bcemu ¢mMbpamm aylum BO3XKenana,
yTOObl CTEK/I0O UCYE3/I0 U MO3BOIMIO MHe ynacTb. Mo KpaliHel mepe, Toraa MHe He npuaeTcs
CNblWaTb Bce 3T0. A nogymana o TOM, YTo6bl BbIMTU Yepes ABepb, HO €C/IN He MOr/1a YTO-TO CAenatb C
OKHOM, TO 1 ABEPb MHE He NoaaacTcs.

— KelT MHOroe 3Ha4nT 4Na MeHs, — HakoHeL, NpousHéc NeHpu. — Ho oHa He Tbl.

Al MeaneHHO onycTunacb Ha Nos M 0bxBatuna cebs 3a KONEHU. Y MEHA TaK XOPOLO NOAYy4YMUI0Ch
0bmMaHyTb ceba B TOM, YTO Yy Hac BCE NONYYMTCA, YTO CO BPEMEHEM U HEBOAbLIMMM YCUANAMMU BCE
byaet xopowo. Ho 310 He Tak. Cka3an 6bl OH TO, YTO CKasa/, ecam bbl 3Han, YTO A MOrAa CAyWwaTb?
KoHeyHo ke HeT. OH He Obla KEeCTOKMM 4Ye/sioBEKOM, OAHAKO 3TO He MeHAeT TOoro, 4YTto A BCe
ycablwana.

— Aug... — lepcedoHa HaKNOHMAACL elle BAMNKe, N YHUUTOXWNA pa3fensswmne ux rybol
MUAIMMETPbI.

B xmMBOTe 06pa3oBasica y3en, U A 3aKpblia AMULO pykamu. Al He Bepuna B npoucxogsuiee. 3T1o
6bln KoLMmap, 3TO HE NPOMUCXOANNO0 Ha caMom Aene. A NPOCTO 3aCHyANa, BOT M BCe. i CKOPO NPOCHYCh,
N yBUXKY, 4TO eHpn Habaogan 3a MHOM, NoKa s cnana. OH U3BMHUTCA 3a TO, YTO TaK ObICTPO yLlen.
Mbl NOroBopuM, OH OBHUMET MEeHSA, N BCE CHOBa CTaHET XOPOoLO.

A1 He 3Hana, KaK AOATO BCe MPOAOAXKANoCb. 1 He XoTesa 3HaTb, U K TOMY MOMEHTY, KaK
MNepcedoHa 3aroBopuaa CHOBA, 1 MOYTU pBana Ha cebe BonoCkl. [loyemy e s He MOr/1a BEPHYTLCA B
cBoe Tesio? KaKkad 4acTb MeHs HacTOJIbKO XOTesla YBMAETb BCE 3TO, YTO roToBa Obla NPONTK yepes
aroHuto?

— [leno B TOm, 4YTO 1 — He 5, — TUX0 npousHecna MepcepoHa. — A He TOT YeNoBeK, KOTOPOro
Tbl NOOULLIb. ITOT Ye/IOBEK HMKOrAa He CyLwecTBOBas, a TO, YTO Tbl pUCyellb MEHS TOW, KeM s He
ABNIAIOCL... pa3pywaeT Teba. Mbl NpoBenn BMecTe JMilb OANH XOPOLUNIA AeHb, BCE OCTa/ibHble AHU
6blAKM yXKacHbIMU. A Bblna Hec4yacTHa, U KOraa MoHsaa, YTo 60/ibliie He Xo4y ObITb TBOEM KEHOW, Tbl
ybeann cebsa B Tom, YTo N0OUILIL MeHA. HO Tbl HMKOrga He nobun meHs. Tol nobun yenoseka,
KOTOPOro HUKorga He CcyL,ecTBOBaso.

N3 moux rnas 6pbI3HYAN cnesbl, U CTa/M KanaTb Ha AMKWHCbl. B npucTyne ot4yadaHMA A CUIbHO
ylumMnHyna cebs 3a IOKOTb, HO 60K He NoYyBcTBOBaNa. A 3acTpana 34ech.
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— CKaXkM MHe, — npowusHecna MepcedoHa. — Bbln M 3TO Nouenyi, KOTOPbIN Tbl BOOBpaxan
nocnegHue Tbicaun net? TBoe cepAle OCTaHOBWMAOCL? KOMHaTa cTana BpawatbcA? Bce ocTanbHoe
nomepKkno?

Oknpana oteeTa leHpu, A nepecTana AblwaTb U NoAHANA ronosy. NepcedoHa Bce elle cuaena y
Hero Ha KONEeHAX, N OHW CMOTPEeNN APYr Ha Apyra ¢ Takon rnybuHOW, YTO A NogyMana OH CHOBA ee
nouenyeTt, HO NOTOM yBuaena. YBUAena, Yto Mexay HUMWU MOABMNOCH PACCTOAHWE, Kak ecnu 6bl
MepcedoHa pusnyeckn otTcTpaHmnaack ot Hero. Kak ecnm 6bl OH gepkan ee Ha PAacCTOAHUM BbITAHYTOM
PYKM.

Mo NpowWecTBMM HECKONbKMX CEKYHZ BO MHE 3apOoAMIOCh CeMA HaZexabl, U A MeaNeHHO
NoAHANACb HA LWaTaWMXCA Horax, 4Tobbl NOAONTU K HUM BAMIKE, N He YNYCTUTb, UTO OH CKarKeT.

Ho cTtomno mHe cpenatb wWar, OH CHOBA YHUYTOXUA pa3fenABliee UX PacCTOAHWE, U OHA He
CTana OCTAaHaB/AMBATb €ro. Y MeHA NepexsaTu/o AbIXxaHMe, U KOorga MUpP BOKPYr Havyan TaATb, FeHpu m
MNepcedoHa ncyesnu.

%k %k %k

OcTaToK HouM S MpoBena, naaya B MOCTENU; PAAOM CO MHOW Kanauymkom cBepHynca [loro.
MpUMepPHO KaxkAble MOM Yaca OH MPOCbINAACA M HauMHaN n3aTb MHE LLEKW, HO MOTOM CHOBa
3acbinas. Tak NpoCTo MHe He Be3o.

Kakoit 6bl ypok MNepcedoHa HKU NbiTanacb npenofaTb FeHpU, y HEE HUYEro He NOAYYUNoCh, U
[laXke ecnun 3aBTpa OHa MOKMHET ABopel, 3TO He M3MeHUT Toro ¢akta, yto leHpu Bcerga byaer
nobutb ee bonblie. 1 XoTena UCNbITbIBaTb K HEN HEHABUCTb, HO He MNepcedoHa bbina NPUYMHON TOrO,
YyTO Halw bpaK pacnaganca. OTO A pellnna pas3biCKaTb CBO CECTPy, a Korga Hawna, To ybeawuna
BEPHYTbCA K NPEKHEN }KMU3HM, XOTA NPEKPACHO 0CO3HaBaNa, KaKMMKU MOryT BbiTb MOCNEACTBUA TOTO,
yto FeHpu yBUAUT ee cHoBa. OHa NULWLb NbITaNacb MNOCEATb MeXAY HUMW XONOA... U3BPALLEHHbLIM
cnocobom, KOTOPbIN B UTOTE HUYEM HEe MOMOT, HO BCE ¥Ke NbITanachb.

Tenepb A OKOHYaTeNbHO NoTepana MeHpwu.

3BYK OTKpbIBalOLLENCA ABEPU CNasibHU BbiBE1 MEHA M3 NErkon ApemoTbl. Noro noTaHyaca, u
Korga i cena B NOCTeNN, OH MJIOXHY/ICA MHE Ha KONIEHW, IBHO He »Kenasa OTnycKaTb.

B aABepHOM npoeme BO3HUK MeHpU, U Mbl A4OATOE BPeMa MPOCTO CMOTPenu Apyr Ha apyra. Ero
HenoABNacTHOE CTaPeHUI0 INLO OCYHYNOCb, a Yrofikn ry6 onyctuamncb. OH BbIrnagen Tak, byato He
CMNan y»e HeCKONbKO Heaenb.

HakoHel, OH BoOWen B KOMHATy M 3aKpbla 3a coboii 3Bepb. He nmoaxoas K KposaTW, OH
HanpaBuacA K cBoemMy LWiKady M Hadan nepebupatb ogexay. A BbiTepna WeKu, Yytobbl ybpaTtb Bce
cnefbl C/ie3, HO OHU U TaK BbINN CyXUMM.

Korga oH B3sn cBeXylo pyballKy, KOTopasa HMYEM He OTAMYanacb OT TOW, B KOTOPYH OH YiKe
6blN 04ET, A XAaNa, YTO OH YTO-TO CKaXKeT, HO OH, He rOBOPA HU C/10BA, UCYE3 B BaHHOM, Kak byaTo
MEHS 1 He bblno.

MoKa OH OTCYTCTBOBAA, A Pa3MbllAfNa CTOUT M M Aanblle Aenatb BUA, YTO BCE B NpAAKe.
Tpycuxa BO MHe XxOoTesa NOCTYNUTb MMEHHO TaK, HO B TO e BPpemMs A NOHWUMaNa, YTo ecn NnonbiTakocb
YTO-TO U3MEHUTb, TO CTaHY TAKOM e HecYacTHOM, Kakol bbina MepcedoHa. A 6onblue He xoTena bbiTb
Hec4yacTHON. 1 He Morna TPaTUTb CBOIO ¥U3Hb B OXKUAAHUM MOMEHTa, Koraa FeHpu oTnycTUT YyBCTBa
K MepcedoHe, U 06pPaTUT Ha MEHA BHUMAHMe.

Koraa oH Bbllen, s y»Ke 3Hana, YTo CKaxy. Bce BHYTPU MeHs Kpu4yano B MPOTECT C/I0BaM,
KOTOPbIE TEK/IMN M3 YCT, HO A AONXHa bblna UX NPOM3HECTU, a FeHpPU A0NKEH BblN UX YCAbILWATb.

— Al 6bonblie TaK He mory.

Mown cnosa 6biv AULIb WENOTOM, HO [eHPU OCTaHOBMACA Ha NOA NyTM K Bbixody. OH He
NOCMOTPEN Ha MEHA, HO ero PyKW CXaZUCb B Ky/laKW, a Ha Llee MPOCTYNUAM BeHbl, NPAMO KaK B
KOMHaTe, MO/IHOM OKOH. MeHA 3ax/JIecTHy0 4YyBCTBO OTBpallleHWs K camol cebe. A cobupanacb
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cAenatb C HUM TO e, yTo caenana MepcedoHa. A cobupanacb caatbes. He AaB Ham LWaHca, A pewmnna
BCE 3aKOHYMTb.

HeT, caanacb He 1, 3To caenan NeHpu. Caanca B TOT MOMEHT, KOrA4a He 3aX0TeN KOCHYTbCA MEHS,
Korga nepecrtan OTHOCUMTbCA KakK K cBoel »eHe. OH 3aBen Hac 0boux B TyNMK, a A Nepectana UcKaTtb
BbIXxoA. fl HMYEro He morna caenatb, He Morsa NnogobpaTb BoAWEBHbIX CI0B, KOTOPble NOMOTAN Obl
MCNPaBUTb CUTYaLMIO.

— Bonble TaK He moKewb? O Yyem Tbl? — B KaxKaom cnose NeHpu YyBCTBOBA/IOCh HanpsAXKeHue,
eMy Kak byaTo npuxoaunocb npuaaratb OrpoMHble ycuaus, YTobbl BblaaBuUTb MX. Mou nagoLiKku
BCNOTE/IM, N MHE CTPALIHO 3axoTenocb 3abpaTb CBOM COBa 06PATHO, U3BMHUTLCA U MOJIUTb €ro
NMOroBOPUTb CO MHOM, YTOObI Mbl BO BCEM Pa3obpannchb, HO A MOHKUMANA, YTO 3TO HE NMOMOXKeT. [axe
€C/I Mbl NOrOBOPUM, 3aBTPA BCE BEPHETCA K MPEXKHEMY NONOXKEHUIO, U HA OAMH U3 HACc He CTaHeT
cyacTaumB. Al He xoTena 3Toro ans Hero. M He xoTtena ana cebs.

— 060 Bcem, — mArko Havyana a. — O Hac. B npownom rogy, Koraa mbl... 40 Hawel cBagbbbl s
Aymana, 4To Bce byaeTt uaeanbHO, U 4YTO C TO6OM s Byay cYacT/IMBEE, YEM 33 BCHO CBOIO MPEXKHIOW
XU3Hb. [lymana, uyTo C Kaxabim AHemM byay Bce cunbHee BaobnaTbeAa. Ho Kak bbl A HU ntobuna Tebs, s
He nony4yato 0TBETa, NO3TOMY 1 6ONbLUE TaK HE MOTY.

leHpwn pa)ke He aguranca. fl xotena, 4tobbl OH NOZOLWEN K KPOBATM, B3AJ MEHA 3a PYKy U
CKasan, YTo emy ¥Xa/ib, YTO OH ByaeT CTapaTbCA M30 BCEX CWUJ, HO OH 3TOro He caenan. Bmecto atoro
yCTaBUACA HA ABepb. — Mory s CNPOCUTb, YTO NOCYXKUNO0 TAaKOMY PELLEHUIO?

fl BCNOMHMANA 3@ CNOHA B KOMHaTe. 3a To, Yero He A0/IKHa 6blna yBMAETb. 32 TO, 4TO USMEHUNO
Bce. — Tbl nouenosan MNepcedoHy.

Ha ero nnue otobpasnance cpasy HecKonbKo amoumit. LLOK, cTblg, yHUXKeHue, rTHeB, 60/b W...
obneryeHne? [la, oHo ToXe. — He oXunaan, 4To oHa paccKkaxkeT Tebe 06 sTom. Mpowy npoLieHus.

MoBucna mepTBasA TULWIKMHA. A MHOIO Yero oXKmgana oT Hero yc/blwaTb, HO He 3Toro. — bonblwe
Tebe Heyero cKasaTb? — BbiNanmaa A. — Tbl NPOCULLb NPOLLEHUSA, YTO A y3Hana? MNepcedpoHa HUYero
He roBopuna mHe, FeHpU. ITO BCe M3-3a TaK HasblBaeMoro Aapa. A Obina Tam Kaxayt 4yepToBy
cekyHAay. A cablwana Bce, YTO Tbl CKa3an el. Ml Bugena Bce, 4To caenan.

Al Hayana 6bICTPO-6bICTPO MOpraTb, YTOObI CHOBA He 3annakaTb, HO Npourpana 3Ty 6uTey. Emy
6bin10 Bce paBHO. OH Aaxke He cobupancs genatb BWA, YTO BMHOBAT. — 3Haellb, YTO CKasan MHe
Oxelmc B KoHUe neta? OH CKasan, YTo y MeHA ecTb Bblbop. ToNbKO OH OAMH CKa3an 06 aTom,
OCTa/ibHble e OblAK Tak NOrNOoLEHbI TBOMM CYACTbEM, YTO HanaeBasn Ha moe. fl oTBeETUNA emy, YTO
y)Ke caenana cBoW BbIbOp, KOraa Bbilna 3a Tebs 3aMyK, O4HAKO OH MPOAOXKUA HAacTamBaTb Ha
csBoem. Toraa s He NOHANA CMbIC/1a €ro C/10B, HO Tenepb NOHUMalo.

— [Oxenmc. — F'eHpM NPOU3HEC ero Mma ¢ oTBpalleHMem. — He yauMBAeH, YTo OH nocean B Tebe
3€PHO COMHEHUA. YBEPEH, YNCTO M3 a/IbTPYUCTUUECKUX YOEKOAEHWN

— B cebe s He comHeBatocb, — oTpe3ana A. — fA comHeBatocb B Tebe. fl gana Tebe Tbicavy
BO3MOXHOCTEM MOKa3aTb, YTO Tbl HYXAaewbCA BO MHe, HO Tbl HM OAHON He BOCMO/Ib30BaNCA. Tbl
yberaelwb BCAKUI pas, Korga Aymaellb, YTO MPUAETCA OCTaTbCA CO MHOM HaeAuHe AO0Nblle ABYX
MUHYT. Tbl HE NPMKacaeLWwbCA KO MHe, Tbl €4,Ba TOBOPULLB CO MHOM, @ C MOMEHTA MOEro npuesga Aaxe
HW pa3y He NOLENOBa/, HE TOBOPSA Y)Ke O TOM, YTOObl OTHOCUACS KO MHE KaK K CBOel KeHe. Kak K
paBHOM. [)Kemc npeaynpenun MeHs, Y4To 4To-To nogobHoe byaeT NPoncxoanTb, HO A Bblia rayna m
BCE TBEPAWIA EMY, YTO OH He Npas..

HanomunHaTb emy o [l)Kelimce CHOBa M CHOBA OblNI0 KECTOKO, HO A HE MOr/1a OCTaHOBUTLCA. U3
BCEX NI0AEeN, He cYMTaa Moel maTepu, UMeHHO leHpu, a He xKelmc, JonKeH Obin NMOHMMATb MeHA
NyyLUe BCeX OCTa/IbHbIX.

— Torpa, BO3MOXKHO, MHe cieayeT AaTb Bam oboum csobony, — otBeTun eHpU, 1 ycabilwas B
ero rosoce ykop, no Koxke npobexannce Mypatikm. — 3Toro Tbl Xovewsb, KenT? Moero paspelieHma?
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OHo y Teba ecTb. BecHOM 1 n1eToM Tbl MOXKeLb AeNaTb BCe, YTO NoXKefaelb. Bce, YTo yroaHo U ¢ Kem
yrogHo.

— A KaK HacuyeT 0CeHM 1 3uMbI? A A0/XKHA CNOKOMHO CMAETb M XAaTb TOro AHA, KOr4a peLlmilb,
4TO NONOOMN MeHA?

— A nobnto TebA.

— Toraa noKaxu.

— A nbiTatocb! — pe3Ko oTBeTUA OH. — MoU U3BUHEHUSA, ecin Tebe 3TOro HeA0CTaTOYHO.

Al AaMwb 3akaTuna rnasa. — besgelicteuAa Bceraa byaer HepocTaToydHo, MeHpU. MHe KaxkeTcs,
YTO ObITb MOMM MYMKEM Tbl XOUelllb MEHbLLE BCEro Ha CBeTe. Thl MOMKeLlb CKO/IbKO YroAHO NOBTOPSATD,
yTO NOOULLBL MEeHA, HO A0 TeX Mop, NOKa TBOM AeNCTBUS roBopsT 06 obpaTHOM, A HE MOry BepuTb
TBOMM CNoBaM. — TyT MOW rosioc gporHyn. — YepT Bo3bMMU... TaK byaeT Bcerga? Ckaxm mHe. Cnacu
MEHS OT CTPaZlaHUI, A HE CMOTY NMepPeXKUTb TOro, YTO Tbl HUKOTAA HE MOCMOTPULLb HAa MEHA TaK, KaK
CMOTpULWb Ha MepcedoHy.

— A He Mory nMpocTo B3ATb W BbIKJAKOYUTb CBOW YyBCTBA K Hel, — OTBeTUN [eHpWU CKBO3b
CTUCHYTble 3y6bl. — OHa bbi/1a YacTbio MOEM XKMU3HU OYEHb A0T0E BPEMS.

— A noHMmalto. MNoHMMmalto, 4To Thi IOOMULLIL ee. fl He Npolly Teba 3abbITb O ee CyLLEeCTBOBAHUM. ..
A npowy Tebs ocTaBUTb €e B MPOLWJIOM, Tam, T4e el MEecCTO, M KUTb dajblle, CO MHOW, a He C

NPM3pPaKoMm.
Y l'eHpu nepexBaTUIO gpixaHue. — ITO A U NbITaloCb AeNaTb.
— Hert, 370 He Tak. — fl nNpoBena pyKoW MO BOAOCAM, BHYTPM MEHA HapacTano 4YyBCTBO

pa3oyapoBaHuA. — [eHpw, Tbl MOLLEN0BAN ee.

— OHa nouenosana MeHs.

— 370 He BaXHO. — fl x7I0MHyNa pyKoW no oaeany, u Moro 3abunca noa noaywky. — Pa3sse Tbl
He NoHUMaewb? Tbl XoTen 3Toro. Tebe HpaBMAOCL. A KOraa nouenyi 3akoHuuaca, Tebe 3axoTenochb
ewe. OHa nbiTanacb 06bACHUTL Tebe, YTo Hosblue TebA He NOOUT, Tbl HE NOHAN? A A N6, U Tbl
noTepaelb MeHs, MOTOMY YTO C/MWKOM BoUWbCA... UM Tebe NPOCTO NAeBaTb WW... He 3Hato. Al He
MOHMMAIO MOYEMY Tbl TaK NMPOTUBULLBLCA MOEN Nt06BMU.

Al ’XAana NOKa OH YTO-TO CKAXKET, XOTb YTO-HUOYAb, YTO MOMOXKET MHE BCE NMOHATb, HO OH MPOCTO
Monyan. B moel ronose menbkanu Bce onpaBAaHWA, KOTOPbIMU A OObBACHANA ero AeUCTBUA C
MOMEHTa cBoero npmbbiTuA. Bece, 4To pacTonkoBaso 6bl MHE, MOYEMY MYXKUYMHA, KOTOPOro A Ntobuna,
NpPeBpaTUACA B HE3HAKOMLA.

Al BCNOMHMAA TO, YTO OH CKasan MepcedoHe — MPUUMHY, NO KOTOPOI B TOT A€Hb OH BbibexKan
M3 TPOHHOrO 3ana. — I3TO MOTOMY, YTO Tbl Aymaelwb, YTo Kannvona ybbeT meHa ctouT Tebe 4To-TO
Nno4YyBCTBOBaTb KO MHe? ['eHpM, Tenepb A beccmepTHa. OHa 60blie HE CMOXKET MEHA YOUTb.

— KpoHoc cmorkeT. — OH CKasan 3TO TaKMM CAABAEHHBIM FONOCOM, YTO A eABa pacc/blliana.
370 6b1N10 ero o6bACHEHME. A YyTb CMATYMAACD.

— OH He cmoxKeT. — fl CKONb3HYNa K Kpalo KpoBaTW, AOCTaTOYHO 613KO, YTObbI OH B ABa Lara
OKasasca pAgoMm, Ho FeHpU NPOAOMKNA CTOATb HAa MecTe. — OH BbIC/IeAMAN HAC, HO KOoraa y Hero bbina
BO3MOMHOCTb YOUTb MeHA, He caenan 3Toro.

TyT FeHpU HaKoHeL, NOCMOTPEN Ha MEHA, B €ro r/1a3ax YNTaN0Ch 3aMeLLaTeIbCTBO, HO A peLlnna
He MeHATb TEMY, MHaYe Mbl Hbl HUKOT4a He 3aKOHYM/IM STOT Pa3roBop.

— Tebe He HyXHO BCH KM3Hb 3alLMWATL MeHA. A A0/KHA ObiTb TBOMM MapTHEPOM, a He
bpemeHem, B MPOTUBHOM Cay4vae A 6onblle He Xo4y 34ecCb OCTaBaTbcA. fl xouy, 4TObbl Tbl NOOUN
MeHA. X0o4y C HeTepneHWem KAATb KaXKAOM oceHu. Xouy, 4Tobbl 3MMa cTasa MOUM HOHUMbIM
BpemMeHem roga, NoTOMy YTO MOry NpoBecTu ee ¢ TO6oM. CKaxkun mHe, F'eHpu, 4To Tak u byaeT. CKaxKuy,
4yTO BCe byaeT xopowwo, 4To Tbl He Byaewb aymaTb 0 MepcedoHe KaxkAabIM pas3, Korga NpUKacaeLbea
KO MHe. CKau, 4To NontobuLlb MEHA TaK XKe CUbHO, KaK N06ULLIb ee, CKaXKK, YTO MHe He NpuaeTcs
BCHO CBOO BEYHOCTb H6bITb POHOM TBOMX BOCMOMMHAHWUI O MOEW cecTpe.

~107~



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

MonyaHue.

— Mpowy, — npowenTana A. — Ymonsato 1eba. Ecan Tbl He... ecaun Tbl HE CKaXKelb 3TOro, TO A
ynay. U s roBopto He npo neto. A NokuHy MoasemHbii MUp 1 60/blie He BEPHYCb.

OH B34pOrHY, M A NOHANA, YTO Nogobpana HeBepHble CN0Ba, HO HE MOra BEPHYTb UX 06paTHO.

— Bo3morkHO Tak byaeT nydywe, — oteeTun MeHpu. — Ha nosepxHOCTM Tebe byaer 6esonacHee, a
OCTa/lbHble CMOTYT 3aLUUTUTb TebA.

— MHe He HyHa 3awmTa. — Tenepb A BCepbe3 NakKana, B ropae CTan KOM, A roBopuaa
COAB/IEHHbIM rOI0COM. — MHe HY)KHO 3HaTb, YTO MHE He NPUAETCA MPOBECTU BCH CBOH KU3Hb B
HecyacTbe.

— He nwm BO MHe e ANHCTBEHHbIN MCTOYHWUK PAaJ0CTU, — CyX0 oTBeTuA feHpu. — Ecam ...

— HerT, 3TO He TONbKO Tbl. Y MeHs eCTb Mama, ecTb ABa W...

— [)Kemc, — 3aKOHYMA OH 3a MeHA. Al XOTena CKasaTb eMy, YTO OH He NpaB, HO He cobupanacb
nratb. JxKenmc penctsutenbHo 6bin moum aydywmm gpyrom. — [la, A HacAblwaH. 1 He CTaHy
OoCTaHaBAMBaTb TebsA. Ecam xoyewb yihTH, TO ABepb Tam. YBepeH, [kenmc 6yaet pag, 4TO Thbl
AocTanacb eMy. A ceiyac NpoLly MeHs U3BUHUTb, MHE HYXKHO rOTOBUTLCA.

A oTpbina 6biN0 poT, 4TOObLI PACTONKOBATb €My, Kyga OH MOXKeT 3anuXHYyTb BCe CBOM
coobpaKeHUs, HO MeHA 3acTa/iM BPACMN/IOX ero nocieaHne cnosa. — [oToBUTLCA K Yemy? YTo Takoro
BA)KHOTO, YTO Tbl YXOAMLLb NOCPeanN CCOpbl?

— [lpowy npouieHna, — XONOA4HO OTBETUN OH. — MHe Kas3anocb, Tbl yXKe pewwuna yutu ot
MeHS.

Al cxBaTuna noAywKy W WBbipHyna B Hero. OH, He NOWeBENMB M NanbLem, yMyapuaca
OCTAaHOBWUTb €e Ha NoanyTU. — Tbl NPOCTO NPUAYPOK, — BbiNanuna a. — Ecaum Tol u K MNepcedoHe Tak
e OTHOCWACA, TO 3HaewWwb 4TOo? A He BMHIO ee B TOM, YTO OHA OCTaBuna Teba. Boobuie-To oHa
CrAYyNUAa, YTO TaK AO/T0 He peLanacb cAenatb 3T0.

Ha nuue FeHpu oTpasmnacb HEBbIHOCMMAA aroHWA, U A 3axaNa POT PYKOM, KOrga A0 MeHs
Aowen cmbicn cBoux cnos. — O, 60¥Ke, NPOCTU MeHSA, A He...

— Hert. Tbl cKasana 1o, 4TO Aymana.

Al 3apblnacb MUOM B 1IA40HWU M NONbITasacb NOAABUTbL BCXUMNbIBAHUA. JIerkme ropenu, mMmHe
JIMWb XOTENOCb CBEPHYTbCA KAaNaYMKOM Ha NOCTeNM WU 3annakaTtb, HO A He morna. OcobeHHO Korga
FeHpw 6bin pagom. Korga HakoHew, roBopua co MHOW. — HeHaBuKy Bce 3TOo, — npowenTtana A. —
HeHaBuy ccoputbca ¢ Toboi. A He npowy NyHy 1 38e34bl. A NPOCTO Xo4y, YTObbI Tbl NOOUN MeH],
X0oTen 6bITb CO MHOM, XOTe/1 pa3roBapuBaThb.

— W Tbl paccumTbiBaewWwb, YTO Aobbelbca 3TOoro yepes Takoe nosegeHue? [ymaellb, 4TO BCe,
YTO Tbl CKa3a/la MOMOKeT MHe 3abbITb O NPOXKUTLIX BEKaAX?

— Hexenun yem 4yto? Boobuie HUYero He roBopuTb? A nbiTanacb Aatb Tebe Bpema. A pUCKHyAa
CBOEM XM3Hbto, YTObbI cnactu TBOKO. A nepenpoboBana Bce, YTO CMOraa NPUAYMaTb, HO KOraa Tbl
[laxe He pa3roBapuBaellb CO MHOM...

— leHpw.

Al nogHANa ronoBy nNpu 3ByKe rosoca Yontepa. OH CyHyN roNoBy B ABepb U, COCPeAOTOUMNBLUNCD
N1Wb Ha FeHpU, AeMOHCTPATMBHO NPOUTHOPMPOBAN MeHA. fl He 3Hana, To A BaarogapuTb ero 3a 7o,
TO I obnaeTbea.

— [Mopa HaunHaTb, — CKasan oH, n eHpU KOPOTKO KmBHyA. Koraa asepb 3akpbinack, FeHpu
BbIAOXHY/ KaK ByATo 3a4epK1Ban AbIXaHWE yKe BEKaMU.

— Ecam Tbl xo4yewb, Mbl MOXXem [JAOroBOPWUTb MO3XKe, HO ceryac A AO0MKeH wnaTn. Mol
paspabatbiBaem nnaH 6uteBbl. — OH 3akonebancAa. — TuTaHbl Hambonee cuabHblI BO Bpems
COMHUECTOAHUA, U MO HaMM OXMAAHMAM KpOHOC NOKMHET newiepy B KOHUe AekabpA, Tak 4yto
BPEeMeHM 0CTaNoCb Maso.
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A 3aKkpbina rnasa. Ecam 6bl A He Gblna Tak ryna U He NPoHUKANa 6bl B Newepy, To MepcedoHa

cnpaBuiack bbl CO BCEM camMa, M HUYEro M3 3TOro He npousowno 6bl. — He Bo3parkaelb, eciu s
nobyay 34ech elle AeHb UK ABa? A Xo4y NOMNPOLLLATLCA CO BCEMM.
MoHayany OH HMYEro He OTBETW/, HO MOTOM, HaKOHel, KMBHY/A. — MoKelWwb ocTaTbCA Ha

CTO/IbKO, Ha CKOJIbKO Tebe noTpebyeTcA.

OH 6bIn Ha NONNYTU K ABEpU, M A Bbinannna: — Mory s HaBewaTb Tebs?

B TOT MOMEHT, KOrga OH NOBOPAYMBANCA KO MHE NMLOM, MHE MOKa3afnocb, YTO A yBMAENA
YNbIGKY Ha ero nuvue, Ho OHa Ucnapunach, He ycnena A yoeauTbes, YTo 3TO ObiN He 0OMaH 3peHua. —
Y710 6bl HM CNYYMNOCL MexXay Hamun, KelnT, a xouy 6bITb TBOMM APYrom. ITO... — OH caenan naysy, —
3710 6osblLe, Yem A KOrga-nnbo nmen.

Bonblie, yem TO, YTO Aana emy MepcedoHa. MHe cTano YyTb Nerye, XoTA OTCTPAHEHHOCTb B €ro
ronoce yaeprkmana MeHsa ot yablbku. — Torga a 6yay npuxoautb K Tebe.

— Caenato BCE, YTO B MOMX CUAIAX, YTOObI Tbl BEPHYNACb He B MYCTOM ABOpeL,

— f... Yto? — OH ayman, yto 6onblue He BepHeTca? Nam oH cobupancs ncuesHyts? YmepeTb B
6uTtBe c KpoHocom? Y10 370 3HAUMNO? — F'eHpw, 4To Thl...

Mpexage, 4yem A ycnena 3aKOHYUTb, B KOMHATe Mporpemen rpom, u FeHpu ucyes ms suay,
OCTaBMB MEHS HaeauHe CO CBOMMM CTpaxamu u Bonpocamu 6e3 oTBeToB. A pUHynacb K ABepu M
OTKpblaa ee, HaNPacHO HAAEACh, YTO HalAy ero B Kopnaope. Ero Tam He OKa3anoco.

Bcé KoHuyeHo.
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I'JIABA 16. I10JIE bOA

Mo oKoHYaHuIo cobpaHuA FeHpKU He BEPHYACA.

Al BeCb [leHb ¥4ana ero B cnajibHe, CHOBa M CHOBA MPOoAyMbiBana To, YTo cobupanacb cKasatb,
HO BCe CNOBa 3BYy4Ya/M He TaK, Kak Hago. Ecnm A noctoAHHO 6yay 4To-TO OT Hero TpebosaTb — 3TO
HWYero He UcnpasuT. UMeHHO FeHpU JOMKEH U3MEHUTbCA, PaboTaTb HAZ OTHOLWEHUAMWU BMECTE CO
MHOM. OTHOCUTbCA KO MHE KaK K PaBHOM M AenaTb BCe BO3MOXKHOE Ha Monb3y Hawero byayuwero. A
He Mor/ia AenaTb BCe 3TO 3a Hero, U gasneHue geny He nomorket. OHO NPOCTO OTTOJIKHET €ro elue
Aanblue.

Yyaa He cnyuymnocb, A A0MKHA NMOKMHYTb 3TO MeCTO. A OT/I0XKMAA B CTOPOHY OAEXAY, KOTOPYHO
pewwnna B3ATb C cO6OM, M BECb A€Hb AyMasia O TOM, YTO MHe AenaTb U Kyaa natu. A 6oblue HUKOro
He 3Ha/Na Ha NMOBEPXHOCTU, M MOHATUA HE MMENA KaK XMUBYT Apyrune. Y HUX TaKUe Ke AO0Ma, Kak Y
leHpu? Fopa Onvmn v BNpasAy cylecTsyeT? ECTb M y HUX OTHOLIEHWA CO CMEPTHLIMM, HABELLAIOT N
OHU nX?

OpgHa 13 NpUYKH, MO KOTOPOM MHE XOTEeNOCb OTN0XMUTb MNOe3aKy, 3aKato4anacb B TOM, YTOObI
AaTb [eHpU BO3MOXKHOCTb MOHATb, YTO MOLWIO He TaK B HAlIMX OTHOLWEHWAX, U AaTb UCMPABUTb 3TO.
EMy He XBaTUT OAHOro AHA, HO A HaZeANacb, YTO OH XOTA H6bl nonpobyeT. B KOHLE KOHLOB, MMEHHO
3TOro A n xoTena.

[pyras npuymHa 6bl1a B TOM, YTO A NONPOCTY HEe 3HaNa, YTO MHe AenaTb. A morna 6ol NONTH 3a
coBeTOM K Mame, [xemcy uam K ABe, HO OHM Bblan 3aHATble pa3paboTKOM cTpaTerum, 4tobbl
BbIXKMTb B 6UTBE C TUTAHOM, U NOC/NeAHee, B YEM OHU HYXKAANUCb, 3TO B INLWHMX BecnokorncTeax. A He
cobupanacb NOKMZATb COBET M MPEKPALATb CBOD BECCMEPTHYHO KM3Hb, HO TaKXKe He 3Hafa, Kyaa
natu. Ceiyac ato bbisia nageanbHaa NpUUYKHa AN Toro, Yytobbl 3a4eprKaTbCs.

JeHb npoxoamn mepneHHo. Kaxkabli pas, yCablWaB YbM-TO LWArM nNo Kopuaopy, 3atanmsana
AbIXaHMe UM XAana, yYTo ABepb OTKpoeTcA M A yBUXKY [eHpu. KO mMHe HaBepbiBanacb /NWb Mama.
MepBblit pa3 oHa Npuwna nocie cobpaHMA K CKasana, YTO He MOMOLLHMLA B YCTaHOBKE NOBYLLKN AN
KpoHoca, a BO BTOpOW noxenana CnokohiHoM Houn. C Kaxkablid Yacom, MOe cepaue CMManocb Bce
CU/IbHEE, U B UTOTE A NOTEPANA HAAEXKAY eLle pa3 yBuaeTb FeHpu.

B otanumne ot MNoro, A He YyBCcTBOBAMa cebs ycTaswen. OH CBEPHYNCA KAalAYMKOM Ha MoAyLIKe
PALOM CO MHOM WM MocanbiBaj, a A CMOTPeNa B MOTO/IOK W MblTanacb NpeacTaBuTb, YemM BCe 3TO
3aKoHumMTCA. MonpouwaeTtca nn FeHpm? XoueT M OH, UTOObI A ero HaBew_ana? A octanbHble 6ormn byayTt
MeHA UrHopMpoBaTb? Mama TOYHO HeT, U A HafAeANachb, YTo, Koraa ABe CTaHET CKY4YHO WU OAUHOKO
OHAa TOXe OyaeT pafia MOel KOMMaHMM, HO BOT OCTAJibHblE... A Aaxe He Oblna yBepeHa HacyeT
[Kelimca, TONIbKO €CIM OH He peLlnT HayaTb NpecnenoBaTb MeHSA, Kak TONbKO A 6onblwe He 6yay
3amyxkem. Hago m mHe 3T10? Al He 3HaNa, U HeHaBMAaena cebA 3a cBOKO HeyBepeHHOCTb. HeHaBuaena
3a 04HY TONbKO MbiCNb 06MAeTb FeHPK, B HE3ABUCMMOCTM OT TOrO BMECTE Mbl UM HET.

YKe 3a NO/IHOYb Ha MeHA OobpywuacA THETYLWMA BeC peanbHOCTU. KakK TONbKO A MOKMHY
Moa3emHbIN MUp, A, CKOpee Bcero, 6onblle HUKOrAa He yBuXKy F'eHpu. B ero BnageHmax MHe He byayT
paabl, Kak MNepcedoHe, M A TOUHO 3HANA, YTO OH HUKOFAA He NOMbITAeTCA HAUTU MeHs. Hesasucumo ot
Koanyectea ero obeltaHuii, YTO A MOry MocelaTb ero, Ay4ywee, Ha YTO A MOT/la HafeATbCA, 3TO YTO
YBUMKYCb C HUM Ha 3acefaHMAX COBETA... €C/IN OH HE PELUNT UCHESHYTD.

Al cTana TMXO NMaKaTb B NoAywky. A ¢ camoro npubbiTMA B D4em NbiTanacb NpesoTBpaTUTb
nofobHbIM KoHew,. Al caenana Bce, YTO MOFNA, Pagu CMaceHUA cBoen maTepu u Asbl OT cmepTu. A
noagena ux, Ho ewe He noasena MeHpu. OH cywecTBOBaN U3-33 MEHsA, NOTOMY YTO A Nbuna ero,
MOTOMY YTO COr/lacuNachb BbIMTM 3@ HErO 3aMyXK M MPaBUTb BMecTe C HUM [loa3eMHbIM mupom. A
Tenepb W 3TO OTHUMaANa y Hero.

MHe Tak XoTenocb OCTaTbCA. fl HY)KHA eMy 34eCb, HO B TO }Ke BpemMAa A 6o/blue He Moria Tak
XUTb. OH AONKEH NOHATb... OH XOTeN UcYe3HyTb, Koraa MepcedpoHa 6pocuna ero, HO OCTaNCA TONbKO
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n3-3a npocbbbl COBETA AaTb WaHC ABeHaAauaTor aesywKe. Ho OH HXM 0 yem He npocun meHa. OH
NPOCTO NOBEN MEHA, U A Nowa.

Mocpeamn HoUYM A CHOBA YC/blWana Warn, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 B ABEPb HMKTO He cTyvan. OHa NpocTo
OTKpbINacb, U 3aKpblnacbk. A NpUNogHANACb Ha NOKTAX U NONbITanacb Pa3rnsaeTb rocta B TeMHOTe. —
lfeHpn? — nossana A, yanBMBLIKNCb. OH BEPHY/ICA... Yepe3 NOoA AHA, HO BCE XKe BepPHYCS.

OH cHAN Ty$bAM 1M NOCTaBMA MX B CBOW WKad. — Mpoctu, yto nobecnokounn. JIoxKuncb cnaTtb.

fl He morna 3acHyTb, MOTOMY YTO M TaK He chana, Ho A MPUKYCMAa A3bIK U cTana HabawaaTb,
yBEpPEeHHasn, YTO OH YNAET B APYrYH CNaibHIO, KaK TONbKO nepeogeHeTcss. OH CKO/Ib3HYA B LWENKOBbIE
NUKaMHble LWTaHbl, U Koraa obowen KpoBaTb K CBOEM NONOBUHE, MOe cepAle YacTo 3abunocb. OH
OCTaHeTcA 34ecChb.

— Tebe KapKo? — cnNpocuA OH, Korga yctpounca. — Tbl He HaKMHyna ogeano. — Kasanochb, 4to
OH CTapa/sicA Aep’KaTbCA OT MEHA Ha PacCToAHMU. 1 He 3Hana, OblNo AM TaK OT TOro, YTO emy He
XOTENOCb HAXOAUTLCA PALAOM CO MHOM MW NMOTOMY, YTO OH XOTeN A4aTb MHE NPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Al He cnana. Bobl pewwnnn Bce aena?

— HacKonbKo 3TO BO3MOXKHO. Mbl pacnpegennam ponu Kaxaoro, u CoCTaBUAM pacnmucaHue ¢
3TOM MWUHYTbI 4,0 3UMHETO COJTHLLECTOSHMUA.

[0 Hero octaBasiocb MNOYTM ABa MecALa, HO YTO, eCIN AaXKe y4YnTbiBasA BCIO MOATOTOBKY, 3TOro
BpeMeHn 6b110 Mano? CKONbKO 3aMMeT YyCTaHOBKa NOBYWKM anAa KpoHoca? — A mory yem-to
nomoub?

— A gyman Tbl yXo4NULWb.

— Ecnv Bbl HaMgeTe gnAa MeHs 3a4aHne, TO A MOTy OCTaTbCA.

— OpHo ectb. — OH noBepHy/cA Ha apyron 60K, 1 a 6osnblue He Buaena ero Anua. — He
nonagan B HENPUATHOCTW, Aal MHe 3HaTb, €C/IN NPOU30MAET YTO-TO NOAO3PUTE/IbHOE, U HE 3aX0aM K
Kannuone. B octanbHOM, €CNM HAaNAETCA YTO-TO KOHKpEeTHOoe, 1 06A3aTenbHO coobuyy.

Al onycTMna ronoBy Ha NOAYWKW, HO OAEANO TaK WM He cTana Tporatb. — Xopowo, — A
nonbITafacb CKPbITb B rosoce pasdoyapoBaHue. Heyxenu s 6bii1a a4na Hero amwb 06y3oiM, 3a KOTopoun
OH BecnpecTaHHO AO/KEH ceauTb, YTobbl He Hawna cebe ewe H6onble HenpuaTHocTen? — Toraa
Tebe Bce paBHO yhAay S AHEM PaHbLLE UIKN NO3MKeE.

OH npomonyan. LWan muHYTbI, @ A CMOTPEeNa B TEMHOTY M NbiTanacb HalTK, YTO CKasaTb. YTO-TO,
YTO MOr/N10 H6bl MOMOYb €My MOHATb, YTO A XOTe/Nla OCTaTbCs, HO He XOTena BMAETb, YTO He XKeNaHHa
34€eCb.

— VY Hac ¢ [xkeidmcom Huyero He 6b110, — TUXO CKasana A. — Y7o Obl Tbl cebe HM npuayman,
Hu4yero He 6b110. Mbl TONIbKO APY3bA, U BCe. A Kaana TBoero npmuxoga. A uckana tebsa sesae, Kyaa ool
Mbl HM NOLWLM, NOTOMY YTO AYMaJia, YTO Tbl MPENOAHECELIb MHE TaKOM CIOPNpPM3, HO Koraa Tak U He
Haxoawuna, 7o 6b1710 601bHO. Kak 6yATO Tbl COBCEM HE XOTEN MEHS BUAETD.

fl noTAHyNacb K ero pyke, HoO B NOCNEAHIO CeKyHAy nepeaymana. fl He nepeHecy, ecin OH
OTCTPAHUTCA.

— Al He ocTaBnsAto TebA n3-3a Hero. A He ocTaBAAlo Teba M3-3a KOro-TO APYroro, U A HUKOr4a He
CTaHy UCKaTb cebe napy. Tbl — Moe BCe, U MHe 6bl 04EHb XOTENOCb, YTOObI 3TO HbIN0 B3AaUMHO.

KoMHaTy HanonHuna 3By4YHaa TUWMHA. Moe cepaue 6ewweHo 6Mnock NOKa A Khana ero oTBeTa,
XOTb KaKoro-Hmbyab, HO Korga OH JaXe He MOCMOTPes Ha MeHA, pPa30yapoBaHWE YHUYTOXKMNO
BCAKYIO Hagexay. A oTBepHynacb OT HEro W YTKHy/aacb AMLOM B NOAYLUKY, M30 BCEX CUA MbITAsACb
ybeanTb ceba, 4TO OH NPOCTO YCTan M 3aCHYA eLe A0 TOro, KaK A Hayasla roBopuTb. 1 CAMLWKOM [0NT0
TAHYNA C Pa3roBOpPOM, MO3TOMY 3TO He ero BuHa. [puaeTca NPUNOKUTbL HEMANO YCUAUK, 4TobOb
NOBTOPUTb TE e C/0Ba YTPOM, HO €CAM CMOry, TO Mo KpalHen mepe yinay, 3Has, YTo caenana Bce
BO3MOXKHOe.

— CNOKOWMHOM HOYM, — NpoLUenTana A 1 3aKpblna rn1asa, NOHMMAanA, YTO COH NPUAET He CKopo. U
[AaXke ecnn yaacTca 3aCHyTb, TO CHUTCA ByayT ogHM Kowmapsbl, rae ectb Kannvona, nouenyii FeHpu m
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MepcedoHbl. Hnuyero ns atoro mHe He 6bl10 No gywe. A 6bl NAyywe NOAOXKAANA NOKA NPOCTO, OT
MCTOLLEHMA, NPOBa/OCh B COH, U Aaxe He byay BUAETb CHbl.

Bes opeana 6bINO XONOAHO, M A B3A4POrHysna. MaTtpal, Bo3ne MeHs NPOrHynacs, u FeHpwu
06XBaTU/I MEeHA PYKaMu, MPUMKUMAACH FPyabto K cnivHe. OH 6bla1 TaKMM TeMnbiM, U B3N MEHA 3a PYKY.

— Mpouwly, He yxoa4u, — CKasan OH, a ero rybbl KOCHYIMCb Moel Wwen. fl CHoBa 3a4poKana, Ho
y)Ke No CoBEpLUEHHO MHOM NpUYUHE.

OCTaBLUYHOCA YAaCTb HOYM Mbl HE NMPOPOHUAN HU CNOBA.

* %k %

A ocTanace.

Wnn Hepenn, mbl He BO3BPALLANMCb K TOMY pa3roBopy. MHorga mHe npuxoaunocb Cnatb
OfHOM, HO HayTpo, nocne noAobHbIX Houvel, FeHpU NPUXOAUN OYeHb WM3MOTAHHbLIM, OT 4Yero A
npeanosioXunaa, YTo OH 3aHMMasca paboToli. YBuaeB Apyr Apyra B TeYeHWe AHA, Mbl Benn cebs
APYKEeCTBEHHO, M HUKaAK Bonee. Mepesn TeM Kak /IOKUTbCA CNaTb, A BCErAa »KAhana ero npuxopa. B
TaKMe HoYM OH OBHMMaAn MeHA U He roBOPWUA HM cnoBa. OH He LLeI0Ba/l MEHs, U He U3BMHANCA, HO
AaN MHe 3HaTb, YTO XO4eT BUAETb PALAOM. ITOro 6bl10 [OCTAaTOUHO.

Moka apyrue rotoBMAUCbL K BOMHe, A Oblna npepocTtaBieHa cama cebe. N'ynana no gsopuy,
HaTbIKafACb HA KOMHATbl, MOYTU MOXOXME HA Te, YTO B daeme, otyero 6bino CKy4yHo. OpHaxAabl A
NOoMbITaNIaCb BCEX MX COCYMUTATb, HO ABaXKAbl COMBLUMCH, MOHANA, YTO 3TO TWETHO.

MHoraa KO MHe HaBeabiBanucb [eMmc Mnv ABa M Mbl MPOBOAWMAN BMECTE LENbIN AEHDb,
rOBOPW/IN HWU O Yem, U NPUTBOPAINUCL, YTO BCe xopowo. Mpeactoawas 6GUTBa yXKe ycnena ckasaTbes
Ha Ka)X4O0M M3 Hac, U BCAKWUIM pa3, KaK A MbiTafacb 3aTPOHYTb 3Ty TEMY, MOU APY3bA YBEPANAN MEHSA,
YTO MEPENKUIM BELLM U MOXYKE.

A nsberana MNepcedoHy, KaK Yymbl, U Aarke He CKpbiBana sToro. Korga oHa noasnsnacb B
KOMHaTe, A TyT e yxoauna noj Kakum-Hubyab npeanorom. A Korga 6bl1a NpoOCTO BbIHYXKAEHA
0CTaTbCA, TO NPOCTO MOJIYaNa, Kak B MPUHUMNE M OHA. YyBCTBOBA/JIAa OHA BUHY MW Ke AyMana, uTo
NOCTynnAa NPaBuUIbHO — A He XoTena 06 3TOM 3HaTb.

HecmoTpsa Ha 4yBCTBO cOBCTBEHHOM H€Cn0Ie3HOCTH, A NOyYNIa HEKOTOPOE YA0BNETBOPEHME B
TOM, YTO MOHWMMaNa, YTO HUKOrO He obpemeHal. Al YMTana KHWUMM, U3ydyana maTepuan, u AepiKana
AaHHoe [leHpu cnoso. Al nmposena 6ecyncneHHble Yacbl B CTapaTeNbHbIX MOMbITKAX HAy4YMTbCA
MCNonb30BaTb CBOWM cCrnocobHocTu. lMapy pa3 p[arke 4YTO-TO MOJYYMAOCb, HO A BCE PaBHO He
OKasblBasiaCb B TOM MeCTe, B KOTOPOM xoTesia. BmecTo newepbl KpoHoca, A nepeHecnach B KOTTEAXK
MepcedoHsbl, rae yBuaena, Kak ALOHUC HEXUA LLBETOYKM U KAan ee Bo3BpaweHus. Korga 3axotena
NOACMOTPETb, YTO MPOUCXOANIO HA COBPAHMM COBETA, TO OKa3asnacb B KOMHATE, MNONHOM OKOH. Tol
camoi, rae leHpu nouyenosan Mepcedory. Unu MNepcedoHa nouenosana ero. ITo 6610 HE BAXKHO.

[pyrux ycnexos Ha moem nonpuue He 6bii10. YTo 6bl A HX yNycKana, A He Moria coobpasuTb,
YTO MMEHHO, W, HECMOTPS Ha HACTOMYMBbIE CNOBA MAaTepW, YTO BCE MONYYUTCA, A Kasanacb cebe
HeygauyHuuen. HeyanBntenoHo, 4To Apyrne oTKasbiBasIMCb OT Moel nomolm B butee. A 6bl U cama He
NPWHANA CBOE NpeasIoKeHue.

Yem 6amKe Bbl10 3MMHee CONHLECTOAHUE, TeM Bosblle HapacTano moe 6ecnokomcTeo. HUKTO
B C/IyX TAaKOrO HEe FOBOPWJI, HO A MOHMMaNa, YTO ABNAKOCL BUHOM BCeMy npoucxoaauiemy. M3-3a meHA
FeHpM NPULINOCL OTKPbITb BOPOTA, U €CIN C HAM YTO-HMBYAb NPOU30NAET, A HE CMOTY NPOCTUTL cebe
sToro.

Hawwn c leHpu pa3roBopbl CBOAWMAUCL TONbKO K cnopy 06 WHrpua. OH He xoTen, utobbl A
npmnbankanaco K TiopbMme KpoHOCa, a A HacTanMBana Ha TOM, YTO Aana AeByllKe obellaHne yBUAETbCA.
B nTore mbl Halwnm Komnpomucc, 1 FeHpy NpuBen ee BO ABOpPeEL, 33 HEAENIO 4,0 AHA CONHLECTOAHUA.
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MoKa ocTasbHble TOTOBMAWUCL, Mbl C WHrpug 6poaunm no cagam, KoTopble yTonmanu B
AParoueHHbIX KaMHAX M NPOCTMPAINCL A0 CaMoro bepera YepHOM PeKn, NPoTeKaBLIen BAONb CTEH U
CKPbIBAIOLLENCA Ha APYrOM KOHLE 3TOM rpomagHoi newepsbl. Peka CTukc.

— Al 6blna Tak 62M3Ka K TOMY, YTOObI *KWUTb 34eCb, — B340XHYNa NHrpma. Mbl ycTponnuncb nog,
30N10TbIM AEPEBOM C NNOAAaMU-PybMHAMKM, KOTOpble pPasMepom noxoauam Ha nbnoko. — Tbl
cyacTanBmLa.

— A 6bl TaK He CKasana, — OTBETW/A A, 3aPblBasACb Ma/sbLLaMKn B YepHbIii necok. — fA, ckopee,
npowna no 6nary.

[JeByLwKa 3acmesnacb, a A copsana ogMH u3s pybunHos 1 noHoxana ero. HMKakoro 3anaxa. Ecau
leHpW co34an TakMe NpeKpacHble TBOPEHMA, TO NOYEMY He HaZennn nx xota bbl Mnnto3meln apomaTa?
Al XxpaHwna uBeTbl, OCTaBNeHHble MM B [loA3eMHOM MMpe, B XPYCTa/NbHOM Yawe No LEHTpy
rapaepobHOl, U OHWM A0 CUX NOP NaxaM KOHbEeTamMu, HO UX BeAb MOXKHO Obl/10 Ha3BaTb HAaCTOSALWMMMU.

Al npu3agymanacb u cnpocuna: — Yto 6bl Tbl caenana, ecnm 6bl FeHpu He nwbun Teba Tak
CUNbHO, KaK Tbl XoTena?

— Henb3a 3acTaBuTb YenoBeKa NoNOUTL cibHee, — oTBeTMAa MHrpua, onycTmB NaibynKn B
BOAY, M B34pOrHyna. — OH BbIOpan MeHA MOTOMY YTO MOCYMTAJ, YTO CMOXKET Nontobutb. 3Haelb,
Teb6s OH BbIGPan No TOM Ke NpPUYnHe.

— MHe TaK He KaxeTtca, — npobopmoTtana A. UHrpua obHANa MmeHs 1, NOALABLINCE MOMEHTY,
paccKkasana et 060 Bcem, YTO MPOU3OLLNO C TEX MOP, KaK Mbl BEPHYAUCL M3 newepbl KpoHoca. Mpo
Ccopy, NpO ero cNoBa, NPO TO, KaK CKa3as, YTo A MOry YWTK... @ MOTOM MpPO TO, YTO Nepenyman, Koraa
Y3Han, 4TO MeXAay MHOM 1 [I}KeMmMcom Hu4Yero He H6b1n10. Pacckasana, YTo Noc/sie 3TOro ero OTHoLWeHue
M3MEHWMNIOCb B /y4LIYIO CTOPOHY, OA4HAKO Mbl TaK W He CTaAM HACTOAWMMWU MYXKEM WU JKeHOM
Pacckaszana ei, 4To 601Cb, YTO 3TOrO TaK U HE CAYYUTCSA.

Korgoa A 3akoHuymna, UHrpug obHANa MeHA ele Kpendye, a A yCTaBMacb Ha ApParoLeHHbIN
KaMeHb B CBOEW pyKe, CIOBHO B HEM Oblan OTBETbI Ha BCce MOW Bonpocbl. — A BCTpeTmaa leHpy,
Korga MHe 6bl10 cemb, — MNoBeAana OHa, Urpas C NpPAAbi MOMX BosOC. — ITO 6bl1I0 B Havane
ABafALaToro BEKa, U MOU poauTeNn UMMUIPUPOBann U3 FepmaHmn. PoactBeHHMKOB B AMepPUKe y Hac
He 6bl10, MO3TOMY NOC/e MX CMEPTH A una B Hblo-MopKckom nputote ansa cupor.

— Al Toke n3 Hblo-Mopka, — A ene cabllWHO B340XHYAa, U UHIpuUa, yabibHyach MHe.

— KaxkeTtcsa y leHpu cnabocTb K HblOMOpPKUam. A elle K AeBylwKam 6e3 cembu. [ymato, OH
YyBCTBYET, YTO Ham ByaeT npouye NoNtobuTb ero, ecnm Mbl YKe OANHOKM.

Al nokayana ronosoi. NHrpua roBopuna BepHO, HO OT 3TOro He sierye 6bI10 BCMOMWHATb, KakK
cunbHo FeHpW HeHaBuaen cebs. — A 6ol N106MAA ero gaxke ecnm bbl MMena NOAHOLLEHHYO CEMbIO.

— Ta cKka)ku emy ato! — BOCKAMKHyNa aeBywKa. — OH Bcerga Takum bbin. Becerga cumtan, yto
HeaoCTOMH NtobBU, gaxe Korga Mbl gpyxunm B getctee. OH 6bin Toraa He TakMM, Kak ceiyac... To
€CTb OH BbIFIAAEN KAaK MasbYMK MOEro Bo3pacTa, a A Bepwuna, YTo Tak U ecTb. Mbl 6b1aN nydwnmm
Apy3bAMn. Bmecte 6pogunm no ynvuam u roBopuanm obo BCem Ha CBeTe... Kpanu sA610Ku y
NIABOYHMKOB, MOMNaZanu B HEMPUATHOCTU. — B yroskax ee rnas npocTynuan CYacTIMBble MOPLLMHKMN.
— OH HaZenna MO0 Ka/KYH ¥KU3Hb CMbICIOM. A B TOT A€Hb, KOrga A NOKMHYNa AEeTAOM, PacCcKasan
MHe Kem bbin Ha camom gene, 1 otee3 K cebe fomoi. Tam 6bl10 Tak NpeKpacHo. Tbl 3Haelwb 06 3Tom
mecTe?

A KneHyna. — lNMomecTtbe Sgem.

— OHO CTano MHe NepBbiM HaCTOALWMM AOMOM C MOMEHTa CMepTu poautenen. — UHrpug
B3fA/71a MEHA 33 PYKY M CTajla BOAUTb CBOMMM TOHEHBKMMU NaibYMKaMu No mMoum. CKBO3b ee TOHKYIo
KOXY BUAHENUCb KOCTM, @ CaMa OHa Obl/la MOX0XKa Ha XPYnKyto NTUYKY. COXKMeLLb CULLKOM CUNbHO U
cnomaelwb. — OH pacckasan mHe o lMNepcedoHe. Ckazan, YTo OHa ero npowsioe, a A — ero byayluuee.
— WHrpua, nokayana ronoso. — Heneno Takoe NOMHUTb, HO A He 3abblia. Kaxabl pa3, Kak OH
NPUXO4MA KO MHE, A AyMana O TOM, YTO OH FrOBOPWA TE€ CN0BA He MOTOMY, YTO 3HA/, YTO A XO4y UX
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ycnblwaTtb. KenT, Karkaylo M3 Hac OH NbuTt no-ceoemy. MeHs, Apyrux gesyllek, Tebs... BCNOMHM
CKOJIbKUX OH yxKe notepaAn. NMocmoTpu, 4To NPULLNOCL eMy NepeXunTb U3-3a MNepcedoHbl. Jeno B Tom,
YTO OH cymTaeT ceba B oTBeTe 3a BCe, U Tebe CTOUT NOHATb, YTO YYBCTBO BUHblI B OAHOYACbE He
ncyesHeT. CTaHelb M Tbl TENEPb €ro BUHUTb 3a TO, YTO OH BeaeT ceba caep’KaHHO?

A TAXeno crnotHyna. HeT, KOHEYHO e He CTaHy. fl He 3Hana O ero 4yBCTBax K Apyrum
OeBywWKam. Bce aTK yTpaTbl... 1 Nepexuna MaMmHy CMepTb, HO B OTANYME OT MeHA, FeHpn He mor
CBaUTb BUHY Ha paKk. — Tbl A0/KHA Oblna NPONTU UCMbITAHUA, — TUXO NpousHecna A. — MHe
KarkeTca, Bbl OblnM 6bl CYACTIMBbI BMECTE.

— HasepHoe. — YnbIbKa UHrpug, ncyesna, Korga ee B3riag ycTpemuaca Ha Bogy. — Ho y meHsa
He MNONY4YNNOoCh, U MYTU Ha3ag HeT. A xouy, yTobbl OH Obl cyacTAnB, KenT.

— A Toxke, — npobopmoTana A. — A nbiTalock. MpaBaa NbITaloCb, HO KA*KETCHA, YTO A emMy He
HY»KHa.

— Emy 60n1bHO. eHpW HUKOrAa He yMen BbipaXkaTb CBOWM 3MOLMM, MOITOMY HYMKHO 3anacTUCb
TepneHnem. HeT, Tbl He NOAYMaMl, Tbl MHE Ka*KelbCs AOCTAaTOYHO Tepnenmsoi, — HbICTPo nonpasuna
OHa. — Al Wb XOTeNa CKasaTb, YTO HYXKHO Bpems.

— fl HMKyAa He yiay, — oTBeTMNa A. — [ToKa 4YTo, No KpanHen mepe. Ho A He 3Hato, 4YTo AenaTb
Janbuwe. He 3Hato, Kak BCE UCNpPaBuUTb.

— A 4TO, €eCcnM M He HafZo Hu4yero ucnpasnatb? — WHpMA cocpesoToYeHHO MOCMOTpena Ha
MEHS CBOMMW U3YMPYAHbIMMK F1la3amu. — Y70, ecim noj NOBEepPXHOCTbIO BCE MPEKPaCcHO, a MellaeT
TONbKO TO, YTO HA MOBEPXHOCTMU?

A moprHyna. — He noHumato.

— Tbl Aymaewb npobsiema B Tom, 4To F'eHpU He nbuT Tebs, — nosacHmuna NHrpmua, n 8 noxkana
nneyamu. — Ho ycnblwb MeHA, Bce roBopAT Tebe 06 obpaTtHom. Tak yto y Tebsa ABa BapuaHTa: ambo
NPU3HaTb CBOK HenpaBoTy M AaTb leHpu nbutb Tebs no-cesoemy, nM60O nNpoBecTM Bce roapl B
HecyacTbe, NoKa B uTore Ao Tebs, B Nt06om ciyyae, 4OUAET, YTO OH Teba nobur.

Al dblpKHYNa. — He noxorKe, 4To TYT eCTb M3 Yero BblIbMpaThb.

— Hanpotus. Tbl aMbo 6yaewb cyactamea, NMbo HecyacTHa. Bce B TBoMX pyKax. eHpu TyT
HWYEro He Hado Aenatb.

— A ecnun Tbl owmnbaewbca? Uam nepeoueHMBaeLlb ero YyBcTBa?

— Torga Tbl Aawb eHpM WaHC No-HacToAwemy BAbUTbea B Teba, — UHrpua ynblbHynacb. —
BoT 6b1/10 6bI 340p0BO, Aa?

Al npoBena KOHYMKaMM ManbLEB MO XO/J0A4HON NOBEPXHOCTU pybuHa. OH 6bin gaxe B dopme
A6n10Ka. — OH 3aHAT 6uTBON. KakK 1 BCce ocTanbHble.

— 3To HeHagonro. Tbl MOXKELWb MAN UCKaTb ONpaBAaHMA, UAM CMUPUTBCA M NOCMOTPETb Ha
BELLUM C €ro TOYKM 3peHns. ITo nydwe ana sac oboux. He ctapalica npbIrHyTb Bbilwe roioBbl. MpocTo
BCMNOMHM, Yepe3 YTO OH MPOXOAMT KarKabl AeHb, U byab camon coboii. Torga NnpuAeT cyacTbe U Bee
CTaeT Ha CBOM MecTa.

A monyana. ImMeHHO 3TO A M NbITanacb AenaTb, HO HUYEro He U3MEeHMNOCb. [poBenn Mol Ty
HOYb B Daeme M3-3a AeNCTBUA adpoaAn3naKa UAKN HET, Toraa Mmoe KenaHue ObliTb C HUM 3aTMUAO0 BCe
OCTaNbHOE, U 3TO ObINI0 NepBOe UCKPEHHE YyBCTBO C MOMEHTA NpubbiTa B nomecTbe. Ta CTpacTb
6blna HacToswen. Kak 1 ero nouenym...

Al 6blna TaK yBepeHa, YTO A/1A Hero BCe Te YyBCTBA TOXKe Obliv UCKpeHHMmU. Cenyvac MHe
XOTEeNOCb BEPHYTLCA B TO BpemsA. XOTe/I0Cb OWYTUTb Te NOLEeNyn, NPUKOCHOBEHMA, CHOBA YBUAETb TOT
ero B3rnag. M MHe Tak XoTenocb CHOBa CTaTb TEM YE/IOBEKOM.

— Kak gymaeub, 4To BygeT, ecnm A NpocTo Nnogonay K HeMy M NoLeny? — NoMHTepecoBanach
Ay NHrpua, v aesyLlwKa paccmeanachb.

— [lymato oH byaeTt He NpoTMB. KelT, a 4To, eCM MMEHHO 3TOr0 OH M KAeT? YTo, ecnn oH, TaK
K€, KaK U Tbl, AT KAKOro-TO 3HAKa, 1 Bbl NPOCTO XO4MTE APYT 32 APYITOM U KOETe, XKAETE, KaeTe?
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— Torga a gymato o4HOMY M3 Hac ny4le caenaTb nepsbli war, — npobopmoTana A, n UHrpug,
obHANa meHs.

— 370 Mos AeBoYKa!

Bbino 6bl nyywe, ecnm 66l FeHpU nomor, ecnm Bbl CKa3an MHe O CBOMX YyBCTBAX, a He A CTPoOMAa
AOrafKu, ogHako A Bce e nonpobosana. C Toro AHA, BMeCTO 6€CNOKOMHbIX MbIC/IE O MOAYAHUK
MeXay Hamu, A cTana Habnwopgatb 3a HUM. [eHpW He NbiTanca CraaguTb TUWKHY, HO U He
UrHopupoBan meHA. Ero B3rnag Obin OTCTPAHEHHbIM, OH MOCTOAHHO XMYPW/CA, U A HaKOHeL,
nossonuna cebe NPUHATb, YTO 3TO He M3-3a MeHA, a M3-3a 6utebl, Kannmonsl n KpoHoca. Beap co
MHOW OH, NO KpaliHen mepe, yabibancs.

BmecTo TOro, 4to6bl COCPEAOTaUNBATLCA HAa TEX MOMEHTAX, KOTZa OH He NpMKacaica Ko MHe, f
norpyasacb B CBOM BOCMOMMUHaAHMA. O TOM, Kak OBHMMan MeHs BO CHE, Kak KOHYMKaMK Manbles
Kaca/ica MOEeM LWEeKU, AaxKe 0 TOM, Kak CMOTPes Ha MeHA nocne ocobeHHo goaroro gHa. Celyac oH
nepecTan UenoBaTtb MeHs, 06HMMaTb. bonblue He roBopuA, Yto NO6UT. HO A BCe paBHO Hagesnacs,
YTO 3TO 6bIIN He Nnoxme 3HaKU. OH NbITa/IcA NO-CBOEMY, M 3TOTO NOKa bbl10 AocTaTouHO. Mo-apyromy
Mbl MPOCTO CTAHEM HECYACTHbI, @ OH 3TOrO He 3acNyXuBan. Tak ke, Kak U A.

Mo mepe TOro Kak nocnegHAs HeAensa nepes AHEM CONHUECTOAHUA NoAXOAuNa K KoHuy, f
XAana MOMeHTa caenaTb To, 4YTo obewana UHrpua, n nouenosaTb ero. Ho MeHpu Bce 6onblie m
6onblwe nponagan Ha cobpaHMAX COBETa, a K TOMYy MOMEHTY, KOrga NOXUACA cnaTb, TO BNagan B
3abbITbe, e/iBa yCneB MOXEeNaTb CNOKOMHOM HoYM. fl U He noJo3peBana, YTo OH TaK yCTaeT, U Koraa,
ycrneB nepexsaTUTb Mamy Ha Napy MUHYT, MOMHTEPECOBANaCh Y HEE, ee OTBET Obll TAKOHUYHbIM:

— Mbl He yCcTaem OT Ye/IoBEYECKMX Ae/l, HO KOorA4a MCno/sib3yem CBOW CNOCOBHOCTU, TO U3PAAHO
NCTOLAaeMcs.

3T0 06BACHMNO MHe, noyemy A cama bosblue He Hy)KAanacb BO CHe, XoTA psaom c leHpwu
3acbinana. OH HyXKaanca B 6oablem, 4em no3sonsan cebe, NoTomy A He byanna ero paHblue BpeMeHM
N He 3a4ep’KuBana AonosgHa, Kak bbl CUNbHO HKU XoTena, YTobbl OH 3Han 0 moux YyscTBax. Cenvac
6bl1N10 He Nyyllee BpeMmsa, U HY»KHO Obl/1I0 40K AaTbCA KOHLA 6uTBbl. ECiM Ham BoobLLE OCTaHeTca, Yero
XaaTb.

Al He pa3pelwana cebe aymaTb 06 3TOM. eHpPU BbIXKMBET. MIHOro BapnaHTa A U paccmaTpmBaTb
He xoTena. Ecanm KpoHoc He ctan ybusaTb ero B newepe, To He ybbeT n cenyac. OH Bbl HUKOrO M3
6oroB He cTan yomeatb. Moe# 3aaayeit 66110 BEpUTb, YTO BCe ByaeT xopoLlo.

3a HECKOJIbKO 4acoB A0 3MMHEro COJIHLECTOAHUSA COBET BOCCeN Ha CBOMX, 06pa3oBaBLUMX KPYT,
TPOHaXx, B pAAe KOTopbix 6b1an M Hawu ¢ FeHpu. OAnH M3 YepHbIX aAMa3oB, a Apyroi us benbix. A He
peLlanacb CECTb Ha CBOM TPOH, TaK KakK HE MMesla HUKAKOro OTHOLWIEHMS K NNaHUPOBaHUIO BUTBbI U He
cobupanacb B HEM y4acTBOBATb, O4HAKO [eHpM HacTosA .

Mepen, Havyanom BCTPEYM Ha NOANIOKOTHUK MaMWMHOro TPoHa ycenacb lMNepcedoHa, Tak, byato
npogenbiBana 3TO yXe TbicAady pa3 npexge. OHa OKMHyna MeHA B3rNA40M, a A 3aeps3ana, Korga
NOHSANA, YTO OAHAXKAbl MOW TPOH NpPUHaanexan ei. MpocTo YyaecHo.

— Mowu 6paTba 1 cecTpbl, CbIHOBbA U Ao4Yepun, — 0bpaTmaca Ko Bcem Yontep. OH € cepbe3HbIM
BMAOM NOCMOTPEN BOKPYF, U3YUYU/ INLO KaXK[A0ro U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOWMX, HO HE YA0CTOWU/ B3rNSA0M
nyctou TpoH Kannmoneol. byaTo ero Boobue Tam He 6b1710. — Mbl XKAann 3TOM HOUM Lienble MecALbl, 1
BOT, OHa HacTana.

CnuHa leHpw 6bina abcontoTHO npAmon, nNoaboposoK B3AEPHYT, @ NMLO €ro HUYero He
Bblparkano. Kpyrn nog rnasamm Ctanu eue TeMHee, OTYEro MHe BCMOMHU/ICA NOCAEAHUN TO4, KU3HU
Mambl, @ MOPLLMHbI Ha inLe nponernu rnybxe, yem Korga-nmbo npexae. MeHs NPoOH3MA0 YyBCTBO
CTpaxa, A 3acTaBuna ceba He AymaTb O ero BO3MOXKHOM rnbenn. MHe cnepoBano Aatb emy 6onblie
BpeMeHun anAa cHa. A AoKHa 6blna ynTM B APYryro KOMHaTy, 4Tobbl He 6ecnokouTb ero. A A0/XKHa
6blna caenaTb CTONbKO BCero, o 4em bbl TO4HO nobecnokonnmcb UHrpua un NepcedoHa.
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— Haw Bpar cuneH, HeT cmbicna oTpuLaTb, — NPoAo/ KM Yontep. — Ho mbl cmoran nobeguto
ero ogHaxabl, U A yBepeH, 4to nobegmm m ceiryac.

Yronok pta leHpu aepHynca. YonTtep nran. [laxe s 0co3HaBana HAaCKO/IbKO HUYTOXKHbI OblN UX
waHcbl 6e3 Kananonbl. OHa O0TKasanacb OT COTPYAHMYECTBA, NOTOMY ee 3anepan B 04HOW U3 KOMHAT
roe-To B rnybuHax gsopua. Yem 6bl OHa HWM NOMoOrasa MM BO BPeEMSA NepPBOIM BOMHbI, AnA nobeabl 3Ta
AeByLIKa 3HaYMNa mHoroe. bes Hee KarKAapl rOTOBUACA K MOPaXKeHUto. fl Wb HaAeANnacb, YTO OHU
He AOCTUTHYT TOYKM HEBO3BPATA.

— 1 Xo4y NPOM3HEeCTM TOoCT, — 3aaBua Yontep, U pagom cugeswnii KcaHaep MaxHyn pyKoid.
Mepen, KaxabiM M3 Hac BO3HMKAW MapsAwmMe B Bo3ayxe 6okanbl. — OT yYMCTOro cepAua rosopto
Ka*kAoMy, KTO CUAMT B 3TOM 3as1e. 3HanTe, YTo 6bl CEroHA HM CNYYNNOCH, A TOPXKYCb BaMKn. Mbl 0aHa
CeMbs, N HUKTO He byaeT 3abbIT.

MeHa 3amyTuno. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO yAanocb caenatb, 3TO NPobopmoTaTb OTBET BMeECTe C
APYTMMU U OTNUTb BUHA. OHM BCE XKe FOTOBUNCb YMEPETb. BO3MOXKHO He BCE, HO OT CamMoli MbICAU
3aKpyunacb ronosa. MHe 6b110 cTpalHO. ECAn XOTb OANH U3 HUX HE BEPHETCA... 1 He CMOTY XUTb C
TaKol BUHOMN.

HWKTO He cKka3an HKU cnoBa. Bce OHM cMAenn B NONHOW TULLMHE U CMOTPENU, KaK CTPE/IKM YacoB
BCe 6aMKe 1 BanKe Noaxo4uaun K MoJIyHouYM, a A pasrnaapiBana poaHbie nnua. Mamy. F'eHpu. Asy.
Oxxenmca. Bce oHM cobMpanncb PUCKHYTb CBOEW XM3HbIO. DrOMCT BO MHe ragas, uYto C/Ay4YuTca co
MHOM, €CIN HUKTO U3 HUX He BbiXMBeT. OcTaHyCb N A BO ABopLE 6€3 BO3MOMKHOCTM NOAHATLCA Ha
NOBEPXHOCTb, UIN MeHSs pa3bllleT KpOHOC M 3aKOHYMT HavaToe? fl U cama Haaesanacb, YTo OH TaK
NOCTYMUT, €CU B UTOTe OCTaHYCb O/IHa.

He3aponro oo Toro, Kak 4acbl Npobuan nonHoub, FeHpU B3N MeHs 3a pyKy. Ero Koxka 6bina
Tensnou, B OTANYME OT MOEM, a NafloHb Cyxol. Ha ceKkyHAy ero xBaTka yCMAMAaCb, U MEHS MPOH3UA
y*Kac. OH yTo, npowanca?

— [MorKanyiicTta, Bo3BpaLWanca, — npoLentana A Tak TUXO, YTODObl TONIbKO OH OAMH YCAbIWwan.
FeHpW pa3 KMUBHY/, 3TO Obl ene 3aMeTHbIM ¥ecT, YTO MHe MoKasasiocb 6yato ero u He 6bio, U
OTMYCTU/T MO PYKY.

FeHpw BCTan, 3a HUM U ocTanbHble. CToABLIAA HanNpoTUB MeHs ABa B3sina HMKonaca 3a pyku, u s
oTBena B3rna4. A 3Hana BCex YNeHOB coBeTa yxKe roga. OHM mMAayT pyka 06 pyKy Cc camoin 3apwm
4eNI0BEeYEeCTBa, M BCE MOM YYBCTBA ObI/IN HUYEM B CPAaBHEHUU C TEM, YTO OHU MEPEKUNMN.

Korga yacbl Hayanu 6UTb NoAHOYb, [eHPU BOLIEN B LEHTP Kpyra, U Apyr1ne NpucoeamHUNUCh K
Hemy. Mama rpycTHO ynblbHynacb MHe, U A MOJ14a B3MaxHy1a PYKOW Ha NpoLLaHue.

Mocne ABeHaALATOro yaapa BCe UCYE3NMN.

* %k %k

Al ocena Ha NOANOKOTHWK CBOEro TPOHA, YTKHYBLIWCb NLOM B 1a0HM, U 3a/1MNacb CNe3amMu.
MeHs nepenoniHaAna cobcTBeHHas 6ecnomMoWHOCTb, M A MonbiTanacb MNOATONKHYTb CBOW pasym K
no/to 6GUTBbI, U130 BCEX CU/ CTaPasChb YBUAETb npoucxoadllee. MHe 370 6bI10 Tak He06XoAMMO.

Al moAnNpbIrHyNa, Koraa KTo-TO KOCHY/ICA MOEro njeya, U 4yTb He CBa/iMnacb ¢ nomocta. Mou
rnasa 3akpbiBana neneHa c/ies, HoO MHe yAa/10Cb Pa3rnsaAeTb OYepTaHUsa BNOHANHKN, AepKallen PyKu
Ha 6egpax. Ha oAHO y»KacHOe MrHOBEHMEe MHe MoKasanocb, 4YTo 310 Kannuona. 1 cumtana, uto
3aCNyXKMBasia CMEPTU, ECAN He OTNPaBUAACch Ha BUTBY C OCTa/IbHbIMU.

— Bce byaeT xopollo, — cKa3ana AeByllKa, M A ob/eryeHHO B3[0XHYNa, KOraa y3Hana rosoc
ABbl. fl BbITepna rnasa pykaBom, u ee purypa npnobpena bonee uetkyto popmy.

— ABa? — Moe 1L 3anblNano, Koraa A 0Co3Hana, YTO OHa, AO/KHO BbITb, CTana cBMAeTeNEM
moeit cnaboctn. — YTo Tbl 34echb Aenaellb? Pa3Be Tbl He A0/1KHa BbITb C OCTaNIbHbIMKN?

— KT0-TO e Ao/iKeH 6bin ybeauTbes, YTo Tbl He Nobexullb cneaom, — NollyTUAa AEeBYLUKA,
O/ZIHaKO ee cNoBa 6blIM MHE KaK nolleynHa. — Kpome TOro, s HUKOrAa He cnaBuaacb ponbio 6oiua.
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MHe 6onblwe no aywe nobosb, a He BoiHa. Mogonan ctoaa, Ha Koro Tbl noxoXa! Kak moxHo 6biio
TaK 3a4enaTbCA 3a N0 MUHYTbI?

N3 HMOTKyAa BO3HUK NAATOK, M A NO3BOANAA €M BbITEPETb MHE LLLEKU M HOC. ITO 6blI0 TakK no-
MaTEPUHCKM, YTO MOW [/la3a CHOBA HAMOJIHWAUCL CAe3aMK, M Nogpyra ycnokaumBarwlLle nornagumna
MEHS No CMuHe.

— [JaBai-ka cagem. — OHa nogBena MeHAa K 0OUTOM TKaHblO CKamelKe, cTapascb m3beratb
TpOHOB. — He BoAHylcA Tbl Tak. OHM NpodeccnoHanbl B CBOeM gene, Aa M NAaH Haw He naox. Tbl u
rN1a3oM MOPFHYTb He ycrneelb Kak OHW y¥Ke BepHyTcA obpaTHO, obewwato.

Bblio Mnno, 4to ABa MeHA yTewana, HO el HeoTKyga 6blno 3HATb, YTO ee C/10Ba NPABAUBDI.
JToXKHble Hagexabl MHe bblnn He K yemy. — Ecnm 4To-HMBYAb CyyumnTCa, To 3TO ByaeT MoA BUHA, —
YO3N0Cb MPOU3HECTU MHE MENXKAY BCXAUMbIBAHUAMW. — A — NpUYMHa BCEMY.

— Ox, Keltt. — ABa 06HANa meHs. — He Hapo Tak gymaTb. KOHEYHO e 3TO He TBOS BMHA. ITO
BCE Kannmona, HO Korga mMbl C HEM NOKOHYMM, OHA 60/blLe HUKOMY HE CMOKET HaBpeauTb.

— OHUM Ke He moryT nobeanTtb KpoHoca 6e3 Hee, — Bo3pa3mna A. — YTo ec/im OH ux ybbeT?
YonTtep ckasan...

— ManoyKka cAnLWKOM gpamaTuyeH, — oTBeTuNa ABa, HO KaK Bbl MHE HM XOTeNOCb el BepUTb,
He morna. — KeiT, ata 6GutBa npocToi He 6yaeT, HO NOMMK, OHM NOMOTYT APYT APYry B c/ly4ae yero. A
MHAYe KaKasa Mbl TOrga ceMba?

OTtBeTa y meHA He bbino. Nnoxoe nopoii cnyyaerca. M HMKaKaA 1toboBb TyT He NoMoKeT. MHaue
MoA Mama He 3abonena 6bl pakom. A 3aKkpblaa rnasa u 3actaBuia cebs paccnabutbes, Hagesach, YTo
Ha 3TOT pa3 Mol gap cpaboTaeT U A cmory yBuMAeTb npoucxogsilee Ha 6utse. [laxke ecam MHe
npuAeTca yBUAETb TO, YTO MPUYMHUT OFPOMHY0 6ONb, 3TO Nyylle, YeM CUAETb M KAaTb. B aTom A
bblna yBepeHa.

— [blTaewbca yBMAETb MX? — MOWUHTepecoBanacb ABa, HapywuB TeM CaMbiM MO
KOHLeHTpaLuio.

Al oTKpblNa rnasa v KnBHyAa. He 6b110 cmbicna et aratb.

— He Hapo, mnnasa, — ABa B3sna MO0 PYKY M CXKasla ee Mexay CBoux nagoHen. — Tebe nyywe
He 3HaTb.

B ropne obpasoBasnca Kom. — fl He MOry... He MOry NPocTO CUMAETb U KAaTb, — MOW rosoc
Hagnommaca. — Kak Tbl MOXKelb 6bITb TaKOM CNOKOMHOM, KOr4a HalWnMm POAHbIM YIPOXKaeT CMepTb?

— fl CNOKOMHA TONbKO MOTOMY YTO 3HAtO, Yero OXuaaTb, — MOACHUNA OHa. — [laxKe ec/in Tbl
YBUANLLb, YMO TamM NPOUCXOAUT, Tbl HE NMOMMELLb CYTb UX AEUCTBUIN. Tbl BeAb 3HAKOMa TO/IbKO C TEM
Kak BeayT BOMHY cmepTHble. Tbl Bygewb Hy»KHa FeHpW, Korga OH BepHeTcsa, NO3TOMY He MCTOoLLal
ceba HabaaeHnaMN,

Al ycTaBMnacb Ha MpPamMopHbI non. Yto 6ol HKU roBopuna UHrpma, Kak 6ol FeHpn HU oTHOCKACA
KO MHe, daKT ocTaBasica pakTom: B 6010 ¢ HUM bBbina MNMepcedoHa. N ecam 4To-To CAyYNTCA C OAHUM U3
ero 6paTbeB UM cecTep, 3a yTelleHMeM OH NOMAET He KO MHe. — Emy Hy»KHa byaeT MepcedoHa.

ABa ¢bipkHyna. — O, aa nagHo Tebe! Kak ToNbKO BblAACTCA BO3MOMHOCTb, OHa Cpasy *Ke
no6exxnt obpaTtHo K AgoHucy.

— He yBepeHa. — Al 3akonebanacb pacckasbiBaTb M eihi. — OHa noL.enoBana ero.

— Yro?! K10?

— MepcedoHa. OHa nouenoBana FeHpHU.

— Korpga? — He noBepuB CBOUM yLuam, cnpocuna Asa. — OHa »Ke HEHaBUAUT ero, 3a4em e...

— OHa nbiTanacb A0Ka3aTb €My, YTO UX OTHOLWEHUSA — NA04 ero BoobpaxeHna. — A KocHynacb
roN0BOM CKambW. — ITO ObINIO TOM HOYbIO, KOrA4a Mbl BEPHYAUCb. OHM CUAENn B KOMHATe C Ky4el
OKOH, OHa 3abpanacb K Hemy Ha KoneHU. OHWM HEMHOTO NOroBOPWUAKM, @ NOTOM OHa nouesioBana ero. A
He xoTena Ha 3To cmoTpeTb, — gobaBuna A, Ha cnyyal, ecnm ABa nNogymana, YTo A WNWMOHMAA 3a
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HAMWU. — Y MeHA He NONYYMNOChb BbIPBATLCA M3 BUAEHMA. ITO Obll HE MPOCTO YMOK, U A 3HALO, YTO
leHpw noHpaBUNOCs.

— Xa, ewe 6bl, — cornacmnacb ABa, 1 KOrAa NOHANG, YTO €e C/I0BA HUYYTb MEHA HE YCMOKOUAN,
6bicTpo fobasuna: — Ay Bac oTHOWeHMUA ynyywnance? «CbpacbiBaete 0byBb»?

Al Haxmypunacb. — Y10? Tbl NpoO... He 6bI10 Takoro. Mol He... BOObLLE, C TOM HOYM BoNblue HU
pa3y. KaK Tbl... — A ocTaHoBMANacb. KOHEYHO e OHa cnpocuna o6 stom, 3Tto Begb ABa. — OH...
06HMMaEeT MeHA N0 HOYaM, HO Mbl AXKe He LeyeMcA.

Y ABbl oTBUCAA YentocTb. — LLyTnwb? borxke Mo, KelT, noyemy Tbl He CKa3ana paHblue?

— Al nbiTanacb, — HeAOYMeEHHO oTBeTMNa A. Kak BApyr A cTtana BuHoBaTon? — A 4yTto Obl Tbl
cmorna caenatb? MpuHyauna 6ol ero? A He xouy Tak, ABa.

Moapyra 3akaTuna rnasa. — YectHoe c/N0OBO, Tbl TAKOro 060 MHe MHeHMa? He B 3TOM CMbICA
no6sK, Kelt, Ho A 6Gbl MOr/ia NOATO/IKHYTb €ro B HY*KHOM HanpaBaeHun. bes ncnonb3oBaHUA cBoel
cunbl, — fobaBuIa OHA, KOrAa A 3blpKHYNA HA Hee. — Korpa-Hmbyab Tbl HaYyHELWb AOBEPATb MHE.
Hawa Bcemu ntobrMman nogpyrKka CKOPO NOKMHET 3TO MeCTO, 1 YTO Tbl Byaelwb genaTb Toraa’?

MHe He ocobo HpaBunack MepcedoHa, HO OHa Obila Moel cecTpon, 1 OTHOLIEHNE ABbl K Hel
MeHs 3ageno. — OTKyZa y Bac 3Ta BpaKga? A noHMmato, 4to Tebe ToXKe HpaBuTCA AZLOHUC, HO pasBee
y Teba He4OCTaTOYHO APYIUX UFPYLLEK?

— Tbl Beab BUgena ero, — ABa Aep3K0o yXMblbHyNacb. — Heyxenn Tbl oTHecna bbl ero K umcny
KaQKMX-TO TaM UTPYLUEK?

— Her, Ho...

— BOT uMmeHHo. [leno B Tom, 4TO A NepBas 3aMeTWUa ero, a OHa yBesia ero y MeHA n3-nog, Hoca.
Moewb aaxke cnpocuTb [Manouyky.

— He xou4y s HM4Yero cnpawwmeaTtb y Yontepa, — rpybo otBetuna s. — Passe y AgoHuca He 6bino
npasa rosoca?

ABa KaK pebeHOK HaZyla HUXKHIOK ryby. — OH xoTen Hac 06oux. MmeHHo noatomy MepcedoHa
OTKasanacb oT ceoero beccmepTtna. OHa xoTena, 4Tobbl B Mog3eMHOM MUpe OH b6bla MONHOCTLIO B ee
pacnopsaXXeHuu, n YTobbl He NPULINOCL AENNTHCA CO MHOMW.

N Bce 310 BpemA eHpu npuwnocb Habnwaatb, Kak ero xeHa Hoponacb 3a CMepTHOroO.
MepcedoHa nocTynuna NpaBuIbHO, YTO YLWAA OT HEro, HO paan FeHpu mHe Bbl XoTenock, YTobbl OHa
cAenana aTo Ao TOro, Kak U3MeHATb ¢ AGOHMCOM 3a ero cnuHon. am npamo nepes ero AMUom.

— Al He 3Hato, YTO ByAy AenaTb, KOrAa OHa yrMaeT, — oTeeTuna A. — Ho noka oH xo4eT, 4Tobbl A
6blna pagom, n noka pabotaeT Hah HaWMMKW OTHOLIEHMAMM, A HE OTKAXKYCb OT HEro, Kak caenana
MepcedoHa.

— fl 3Hato 370, — ABa NO/I0XKUNA CBOKO FO/IOBY MHE HA Nae4yo. — ITO O4HA U3 NPUYUH, NoYemy
Mbl Te6A BbiOpanu.

— KarkeTca 310 egMHCTBEHHAA NpUYMHA. B octanbHoMm A becnonesHa.

— Tbl BeAb cTana 6eccmepTHOM TO/IbKO A€BATb MecsLeB Ha3ag,. [an cebe HEMHOro BpemeH#,
npexae 4Yem pelwub, YTO Mbl OwWKMBAMUCL € BbIBOpOM. M KCTaTW, Mbl HMYYTb He OwWWBAUCL, —
Aob6aBMna oHa. — ITO Ha C/ly4al, eCn peLnilb NOCNOPUTb.

Al 3akonebanach. A HUKOMY 06 3TOM He paccKasbiBasa, Aa*Ke Mame, HO A0/IXKHa bblna noBeaatb
Age. Ecnv oHa 1 BNpaBay MOr/la NOMOYb, TO A0/IKHA 3HATb Bce. — Al Aymana 6pocuTh ero.

ABa noHayany mo/siyana, Ho NOTOM LWenoToM npousHecna: — A 3Hato. U A paaa, YTo Tbl TaK He
nocrynuna.

Al yamBneHHO noKkocmunacb Ha Hee. — Tbl 3Hana? Ho otkyaa?

— leHpu coobwmn. MpAmMo nNocse Toro, Kak Tbl CamMa CKa3ana emy.

Al 3apblnacb MMUOM B NaZl0HK, NbITAaACb BbIPOBHATL AbiXxaHWe. KOHeYHo ke Bce 3Hanu. OHKU He
YMeNn XpaHUTb CEKPETbI, YTOObI CNACTU CBOHO KMU3Hb. — W HUKTO HE NONbITAaNCA OTFOBOPUTb MeHA. Thbl
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pa3roBapuBana c leHpu? BoT noyemy... — A crnoTHyna, 60ab NogHMMANACb K FOpPAy M yrpoXKana
NpopBaTbCA PblAaHNAMN. — BOT NoYyemy OH MOMNPOCK MEHA OCTaTbCA?

— O, HeT-HeT! KenT, npekpaTtn cebs nssoantb. C N'eHpU HUKTO He pasroBapusan, U dxenmc
HacToAn, YTobbl Mbl M TebA He Tporanu. OH yTBepXKAan, YTo Tbl cAeNana CBon Bbibop.

B ropnie obpasoBasnca Tyroi ysen, HO A BCe Ke 3acTaBuaa cebna BblAaBUTb: — B Ty HOYb, Korga
FeHpW BEPHYACA... A CKasana, 4Yto y Hac ¢ [AKeMMcom Huyero He 6b1n10. M Torga OH NONPOCUA MeHsA
ocTaTbcA.

— lMpasga? — Asa npocuana. — A Tbl nepexkunsanal

— B cmbicne?

JeBylwKa B3g0xHYyNA. — Tbl TaK o4apoBaTenbHa. HaneBHa 1 o4yaposaTesbHa. FeHpu gyman, vto
Tbl NpeanoynTaellb [xeimca, BeAb Bbl NPOBEM BMECTe Liesioe /ieTo. Tak oH Aasan Tebe waHc ynTu.

Al 3Hana 06 aTOM, MK, NO KpaiHel mepe, Nogo3pesBana. XoTa yCablWaTbh NOATBEPKAEHNE CBOUX
MbIC/ieli BCe paBHO Obl10 HeNpPUATHO. — Ho A He xouy 6bITb ¢ [Kermcom.

— W Kkoraa eHpu 31O NoHAA, TO nonpocun Tebs octatbcs. OH cam 3TOro o4YeHb xo4eT. — ABa
XUTPO yNblbHynacb mHe. — BoT Buamwb! He Bce Tak naoxo!

A PbIPKHYNA, M TAXKECTb Ha rpyan ncyesna. — Tbl NpaBAa Tak Aymaellb?

ABa CMayHO noLenoBana MeHs B Weky. — fA 3Hato.

OxungaHue 66110 NbITKON. MocneayroLme HECKOIbKO YacoB Mbl FOBOPUAM 060 BCEM U HU O YEM.
Korga nosucna TWUWwMHA, S CHOBA MOMbITasnacb NONACTb B BUAEHWE, HO HMYEro He MosyyYnnocb. C
Ka*kAbIM y4AapPOM 4acoB A 33ZaBasaCb BOMPOCOM KTO M3 COBETa He BEPHETCA, eCn OHM BoobLe
BepHyTCcA. ABa NPOAO/KANA HAacTamMBaTb, YTO OTCYTCTBME HOBOCTEM — TOMKE XOPOLIME HOBOCTU, HO
CKONIbKO NPOMAET BPpEMEHU, NPEeXAe YeM OHa NPU3HAET, YTO YTO-TO CIYYMNOCH?

Mbl ¢ ABOW B nonyapeme MNPUCAOHUAUCE APYr K APYry, HO A Ka)XAble HECKOAbKO MUHYT
npocbinanacb, YTobbl NPOBEPUTL, HE BEPHY/IUCb 1M OHWU. Bpems W0 K cemun, 1 TyT 8 BAPYr OWyTUAa
KaKue-TO MoKasblBaHMA Ha Wwee. Korga oTKpblAa rnasa, To yBUAENA, YTO HAaC OKPYXUa AbIMKa, U Ha
MrHOBEHME MHE NOYYAUNO0Ch, YTO 3TO NPOCTO COH.

Ho Korga 4o MeHA A0LWAN XMXMKAHbE U CTYK YbUX-TO Kab1yKoB, KPOBb B XKMW/ax 3a/iedeHena.

— [obpoe ytpo, — npousHecna Kannmona, 3aBopaymsas 3a yron. — Bam yaob6Ho?

JNlerkas AbiMKa BAPYr NpeBpaTUIach B r'yCTOM TYMaH, U OH NOFI0TWA Hac.
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I'JIABA 17. KPOBb U IIEIIEJI

MHe XOTenocb KpM4aTb, HO MPW 3TOM A HE MOF/1a BblAaBUTb U3 cebA 1 3BYKa.

— XBaTUT y}Ke, — MOC/bIWaNCA CKBO3b TyMaH WwWeénoT Kannanonbl. — HUKTO Tebe He NnOMoKeT.

Al NbiTanacb [OTAHYTbCA A0 ABbl, HO OHA KyAa-TO ucyesdna. — YTo Tbl C Hell caenana? —
notpeboBana A, NbITaacb BCTaTb Ha HOrn. KofieHW BAPYr NOAOMHY/IUCL, HO A OTKA3blBa/facb NO3BO/UTL
Kannnone Hachaautbca BMZom moewn cnaboctm

— Kak TonbKo MoHagobuTcA, OHa BEpPHETCA, — CKasana OHa, MOABAAACL M3 TymMaHa NPAMO
nepeno MHon. — A e cKkaszana Tebe, yto KpoHoc meHs ocBoboanT. Tebe e HpPaBUTCA, KOraa BCE
NOET NO NNaHy, He Tak n?

Bo MHe BCMbixHyna HeUCTOBaA 3/10CTb, MPAMO KaK B TOT AeHb, KOraa 6paTbsA pelwanu, Kak
noctynutb ¢ Kannnonoi. — Yto Tebe Hy)KHO? — npopbivana A, XBaTasACb 3a *KMBOT. YTO OHA caenana
CO MHOI? [lonxeH 6bITb KAKON-TO CNOCOH OCTAaHOBUTL MPOUCXOAALLEE.

— fl yxke oTBevana Ha 3TOT Bonpoc. A 3acTaB/io UcCMbITaTb TebA Ty e 60nb! 3abepy To, YTO Thl
ntobuwb 6onblue Bcero Ha cBeTe, Uy TebA He NONYYNTCA MeHA OCTaHOBUTb! — OHa ygapuna meHs no
L EeKe, N TO MeCTO, TA4e OCTaBW/Ia C/ies ee NafoHb, byaTo cTan 06Kuratb packaneHHbIn meTana.

A otbpocuna ee pyky. — I'ae FeHpun? Yto Tbl ¢ HUM caenana?!

— Huyero, — oTBeTMNa OHa, HEBUHHO OKPYIAMB FNasku. — Tbl MHe He gosepsewb? YecTHoe
cnoBo, Keint, nopa nepectatb ObiTb TaKOM HegoBepunBoi! MHaye NosABATCA MOPLIMHBI, @ Tbl Ke He
X04Yellb NPOBECTU BCHO CBOK BEYHOCTb C KOXKEW KaK Yy CTapyxu?

TymaH npopokoTan, n Kannvona nogmurHyna mHe. — KcTaTu... A xoTena 1eba Koe € Kem
NO3HAKOMMUTb.

Pagom ¢ Kannmonoi BO3HMK TEMHOBOOCHIN MYy»KUYMHA, O4HAKO B OT/INYME OT Hee, OH bbin He 13
NAOTM U KPOBWU. BOKpyr ero tena naacanun 3aBUTKM TyMaHa, OT Yero Kasanocb, YTO OHWU COCTABAANMU
egmHoe uenoe. Korga My»XumHa WarHyn snepea, s yBuaena ero rnasa — userta nenna.

KpoHoc.

— KelT, moAa goporas, — npowenTan OH, ero rosioc 6bin NOXoX Ha rpom Baaneke. OH KOCHyACA
MOEW LWEKN NULLIb KOHYMKAMM NASIbLEB, HO 3TO BbI3BANIO APOXKb MO BCeMy Teny. — fA TaK »KAan 3Toro
MOMEHTa.

OH BbIFNAAeN B TOYHOCTU Kak F'eHpu, 1 3TO 6bI10 XyKe Bcero. Ctapwe, HO dopma Anua, LBeT
BOJI0C, HUCMAZAMOLLMX HA NAeYn, AaXKe A3bIK TeNla — BCE B HEM HaNOMMHaNo MHe FeHpu.

leHpM 6bln cambim CTapLMM U3 BpaTbeB... HEYXENM ero co3aganm no nogobuto KpoHoca? Uan
310 KpoHoC xoTen 6bITb NOXOXKMM Ha FeHpu? Bonpoc ToNbKO: 3a4em?

— KpoHoc, — cyxo npousHecna A, CxKaB ApOKallmMe pyKU. — YTo Tbl C HUMMK caenan?

— Mosa poporan, yBepsato TebA, Bce OHM B NOIHOM 6e3onacHOCTU. — KpOHOC ynblGHYyACS, U
KPOBb B MOWX }KMNax 3aneaeHena. — Kak tebe moun nogapku?

— M-nogapkn? Kakme nogapkm?

KpoHOC B3an Ty pyKy, KOTOPYIO A CXKaja B Ky/AaK, U C NEFKOCTbIO Pa3orHyn nanbubl. Motom
HaKpblal MO 1IAJ0Hb CBOEW, U Korga ybpas, TO B MOEN PyKe BO3HWMK MaXHYLLMWA KaK fefeHel, cCuHe-
30/10TOM LIBETOK.

Crywancb, TYMaH CTan HaABMraTbCA Ha MEHS, U BeCb BO34yX MOKWHYA nerkue. Bce aTo Bpems
uBeTbl octaBnAn KpoHoc. — Ho... 3auem? Tbl BeAb... 1 HE...

OH HaAK/NIOHWACA KO MHe baunxKe M cnerka KOCHynca rybamu LeKu, B Ty CEKyHAY MOW MbICAK
ONyCTeNn, CTaNN NOXOXKMMM Ha OKPYXKaBLWIMI TyMmaH. — fl mory aatb Tebe Bce, 0 Yem Tbl, MOA MWUAAA,
MeyTasia, — MpOoLIenTasa OH, 3 ero Ten/ible U NaCKOBble C10BA TaK NyHOKO MPOHWUKAN B MOIO FO/10BY,
YTO A HE MOI/1a BbITECHUTb UX. — [lom, cembto. fl Byay ntobutb TebA Tak, Kak He cMor OH. 1 HUKoraa
He 3ameHto Teba apyroi. Tel Byaelb Moel HaBeyvHo.
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MNMoka oH rosopun, Kananona Kyga-to mUcyesna, oCTaBMB HAC HaeauHe B 3TOM KOKOHE TymaHa.
MAnbiBA Ha BOJIHAX ero C/10B, A 3aKPblNa r1asa, HO Te/I0 KpU4ano MHe 6eXKaTb NpPoYb, O4HAKO KaKasa-To
4acTb MeHA He XoTena 3Toro Aenatb. KpOHOC roBOpun MHe NpaBay, He CTOUT comHeBaTbcA. OH byaeT
Ntobutb meHsA. To, Kak OH NPOM3HEC MOEe UMS, TO, KaK MPOHUK MHe B gyuly...

— WMaem co MmHoM, goporaa, — npowenTtan oH. — [aii mHe pyKy, u s yBeay Teba oTcioaa
AaneKko-ganeko. B mecto, Takoe e npenecTHoe, Kak U Tbl, TamM Tbl YBUAMLWb HEOO. Tam Tbl NO3HaeLWb
ntoboBb.

Al BblgOXHYNA. ITO 6bIN0 6bl TaK NpPOCTO. BeyHOCTb, rae ecTb CONHUe M NtobUMbIA YenoBek —
yero elle »kenatb?

Hawwn pyKku pasgenan HUYTOXKHbIA AONM, M KOrA4a A 3aXoTena YHUUTOXKUTb €ro, BOJIHA CUAbI
OTTOJIKHY/1a MEHA, M A yMana Ha cCKamblto. KpoHOC 3apblyan v NMOBEPHYICA IMLUOM K HEBUAUMOMY MHe
Bpary. A N30 BCcex CUN cTapanacb BCTaTb HA HOTU, HO CUJ1a YAEPKMBANA MEHSA HA MmecTe.

MpAMO Ha Hac Wen YeN-To CUAYIT, U B ITO Ke MIHOBEHME MO TPOHHOMY 3a1y NPOHecNacb HOBaA
BOJIHA NePBOPOAHON cubl. — [lBarKAbl NOBTOPATb He cTaHy, KpOHOC, — NPOM3HEeC BNACTHbIN, TAALLUN
B cebe onacHocCTb, ronoc. — Ybuparica npoyb oT Moel XKeHbi!

TymaH BOKpYr MeHs paccesnca, M A XaJHO BAOXHYyNA AparoueHHbl Bo3ayx. A byato gonro
nnaBana nog ToAWwen BOAbl U HAKOHeL, BCM/bINA Ha NOBEPXHOCTb. CUAbl MOKUHYAM MEHA, U A
COTHy/lacb nononam. Bo mHe Gypaun kap, MeHA Kak 6yATo NHyAuM B KMBOT. YTO Obl HM caenana
Kannunona, ee nnaH cpabotan.

— leHpn, — npousHecna A cAaBAEHHbIM TOI0COM, U OH TYT K€ ONyCTUICA PASAOM CO MHOM Ha
KoneHn. — MNpoctu meHs... KpoHoc... A He xoTena... Kanaunona, oHa cbexkana...

FeHpW NPUTAHYN MeHA B CBOM 06BATUA M OCTOPOXKHO yCaAUA Ha CKAMbIO. — YCMOKOMCA, Tbl HU B
yem He BMHOBATa. Kak ceba uyBcTBYELWb?

A B3rnAHyna B ero /iyHHble r1a3a M Korga HUYero He NOYyBCTBOBANA, YXKACHO McNyranacb. A He
oLLyTUNa HU Nt06BKU. HK Tep3aHmMii 3a TO, Kak obownack ¢ HUM MepcedoHa. Huuero

OpHaKo 3TN YyBCTBA TYT }Ke CHOBa OOPYLIMINCL HA MEHSA TaBUHOM, OT Yero cepaue nponycTuao
HEeCKO/IbKO yaapoB. Kak e KpoHocy yaanocb ctepeTb Mok n1t060Bb K FeHpU XxoTa H6bl Ha HECKOJIbKO
MTHOBEHUIN?

Al KnHynaco K F'eHpU 1, 06HAB ero, yTKHyAacb AMLOM B nae4vo. MHe He XOoTenocb ero oTnyckaTtb
HM Ha CeKkyHAy. A BAPYr NOHANA, YTO MMeHHO Kannnona, a He KpOHOC, YHUUYTOXKKNA MOW YyBCTBa. Bce
Oeno B cu/e Halwero Bpara — BOT, Yero boanca NeHpun. OHa M KpoHoC cnenncb M pewwunnm oTHATb
meHA y FeHpU. ToNbKO TaK  MOr1a 06bACHUTb TO, YTO CAYYNNOCh.

— A nwbnto Teba, — npobopmoTana s, BAbIXaAa 3anax Atobumoro. OT Hero BeAn0 MNENIOM U
KpoBbto. — fl Tak Teba nbato. [pocTn MeHsa, 8 He xoTena...

— Bce xopowo. Tbl B 6e3onacHocTM, — oTBeTuA FeHpK, NOTUPas MOK CMMHY, Kak genana Asa
MWHYTaMM paHee.

Cepauge yxHyno B nATKU. boxke. — Nae ABa?

MoeW wewn KocHynacb NpoxnagHas nafoHb. Mama. — ABa ¢ Yontepom, goporas, — OoTBeTMna
OHa, KMBaA B CTOPOHY PA3MbITOrO TEMHOMO MATHA 3@ HECKONbKO PAAOB OT HAc. ABa AporKana, u
Yontep NnpnobHAN ee, HaleNnTbiBaA Kakne-To HeCabllWHble cnoBa. — HMKonaca B3aaAK B N/EH.

B moelt ronose 6yaTo 3acty4anu oTbOMHblIeE MONOTKU, N MHE NPULIAOCH HEMANO NOCTapaTbhCs,
4yTOObI HE pacn/acTaTbCA Ha MPAaMOPHOM Noay. — A ocTanbHble...?

— OHM XMBbI, — NPOU3HEC APYroM ronoc. [xemmc.

leHpw BCKMHYA ronoy. — JloByLwKa cpaboTtana?

— [la. OHa He naeanbHa, HO Mbl BbIMFPAZIN HEMHOFO BPEMEHM. Ay BAC YTO TyT?

— Kannvona cbexkana c KpoHocom, — oteeTun leHpw.

JKemc BbIpyranca 1 TAXKeNo ocen pAfoM CoO MHOW. He Bbinyckaa pyku F'eHpu, A NpoTAHyAa
JKelmcy CBOIO, M OH CXKan ee. — YT0 Tenepb? — cNpocua oH y MeHpu
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— byaem xaatb. Y10 C OCTaNbHbIMU?

— 2nny paHnnun. OHa ceityac ¢ Teo n Copument. A TaK BCe B NopALKe.

Al cHOBa YTKHy/NacCb NULOM B Niedyo [eHPU M HECKONIbKO pa3 CyAO0pOXKHO BAOXHYNA, Aabbl
ycnokouTbes. KpoHoc 1 Kannnona B nosyuwke, a FeHpu, mama u [xkelimc xuBbl 1 340p0Bbl. Bce byaet
XopoLlo.

BoT TonbKo ABa notepsna cBOero Ato6Mmoro.

Kaxayto MuHYTYy npubbiBann ocCTanbHble Y/eHbl coBeTa. Y OAHUX TEeKNa KpoBb, a gpyrue
BbIFNALENN abCONOTHO 340p0BbIMU. B nx uncne 6bina u MepcedoHa, KOTOpasa BepHyaacb BMecTe C
OnnaHom. A BOoT dnna...

OHa nosABMAachb y Kpaa nomocTta Bmecte ¢ Teo. [eBylKa, 6egHas Kak men, ApOorKa ynana Ha
MO/, N KOTAa BOKPYF Hee pacTeKach NyXa KpoBwu, A oueneHena. OHa Anwmaace N1€BOn pyku. Teo TyT
e 06xBaTUN ee roNoBy NafOHAMM U CTan COCPenOTOYEHHO CMOTPETb el B rnasa. OH He oTBOAMN
B3r/iA4a Aa*Ke KOraa BOKPYr CTOAMUANCHL ApYrue YsieHbl COBeTa. A A, HE B CM1AX CMOTPETb, YTKHY/1acb
nuom B rpyab eHpu.

— Kannuvona paHuna 1€6a? — T1x0, YTOObI TONBKO A CAbIWANa, CNPOCUA OH, U A KMBHYANA. OHa
He MpuUYMHWANA Bpeaa MoemMy Teny, HO 4YTO-TO caenana ¢ aywon. Tenepb A NOHANA, O Yem Torga
rosopun leHpw.

— Bce yke npowno, — cospana A. TymaH ywen smecte ¢ Kannmonon n KpoHocom, HO ero
OTrO/I0CKM BCE eLe OCTaNnUCb TaMm, F4e Teo NPOH3UA PaCKaNeHHbIN Kap. — fl B nopAagkKe.

leHpwn npomonyan, a A ycnokouna ceba tem, 4to roBopuTb npasay boino 6eccmbicneHHo. OH
HWUYero He Mor noAenaTtb, Aa 1 Teo bbin 3aHAT, ucuenaa dany. Yto 6bl HM caenana co MHoM Kannmona
— 3TO He BaXKHO, BeAb A 0CTaNachb *KUBa.

— CobpaHue yepes nATb MUHYT, — ornacun Yontep. — Teo, oTBean DNy B ee KOMHATy U
no3aboTbCA 0 HEW. Al M TaK 3HAtO, YTO Bbl PELLUIN.

Teo HUYero He OTBETU/1 U MFTHOBEHMEM CNYCTA OHWU C DNN0N UCYE31n, OCTAaBUB HA MPAaMOPHOM
NoNy NYKy afio KPoBU. TPOHHbIM 3a1 HAaNONHWIA MepTBaA TULIMHA, @ MOA Mama BCTasla U B3MAxoM
pyKu ybpana BClo KpPOBb.

Echn 6bl Bce 6b110 Tak npocto. MoxeT Torga A 6bl cmorna MpUTBOPUTLCA, YTO Mbl He
BCTPETUAUCH INLOM K NIULLY C KPOBaBOW BOMHOIA.

* %k %k

FeHpu 6oNblue He Kacasica MeHs.

Korga Bce 4neHbl COBETa 3aHANU, KaK M A, CBOM MEeCTa, A NOJIONKWUIA PYKY Ha NOAJNOKOTHUK
CBOEro TPOHa Ha cay4yai, ecam F'eHpuU pewwnT B3ATb MEHA 3a PYKY, HO OH 3TOro He caenan. feHpu egga
M CMOTPEN Ha MEeHA C TOr0 MOMEHTA, KaK A CKasana, uto Kanamona 4to-To caenana co MHon. MHe
NPUXOANNOCH CAEPXHKMBATb }KenaHMe BbiNaauTb eMmy BCto npasay. OH HMYEro He mor noaenaTb, HUKaK
He MOl WCNpaBWTb, HO MOKa Mos N06OBb K Hemy He yracna, aeictsua Kannvonbl He umenu
3HaYeHuA.

— Mbl He nepectaHem cpaxaTbcA ¢ KpoHocom, — npousHec Yontep, n FeHpw oTBen B3rnsa4 ot
bpaTa. — ByAeT HeNnpocTo, NOTOMY, y4MTbIBas CErOAHALIHIOW OUTBY, A HE CTaHy KOMy-A1Mbo n3 Bac
NpPUKasbiBaTb CpakaTbca. ECM Bam KaKeTcs, YTO Bbl HE FOTOBbI, UM €C/IM Bbl HE XOTUTE PUCKOBATb
CBOEW }KM3HbIO, Bbl BO/IbHbI YATU. Bac HUKTO He CTaHeT nopuuaTh.

3Has 0 CNN0YEHHOCTM COBETa, A bblNa yBEpEeHa, YTO HUKTO He oTCTynuT. MoTomy, Korga AunaH u
KcaHgep BCTanu, s yAMBAEHHO BbiMyYnna Ha HUX rnasa. OHM KUMBHYAM YfieHam coBeTa, U OunaH
BblLWE/ U3 TPOHHOrO 3ana. OH cYMTan, YTo Urpa He CTOUT CBEY, HO MHE BCErAa KasasiocCb, YTO HU OH, HU
KTO-1M60 elle He OCTaBUT CBOIO CEMbIO B bese.
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naga Ha nuua coseTa, A MOHANQ, YTO ANA HUX 3TO TOXKe CTasio HEOXKUAAHHOCTbIO. Teo 1 Innbl
He 6b110, NOTOMY HaC OCTaNoCb AecATepo. A He coMHeBanack, 4To MepcedoHa ToXKe BbIMAET U3 UTPbI.
N ecnn FeHpu HacTamBan Ha TOM, YTOObI A HE BMeLLMBanacb, To Hac bbl10 BOCbMeEPO.

— [pogomkum, — npousHec Yontep. — Hawa nosBywkKa yaepKut KpoHoca [o AHA
cneayrowero sSMMHero Co/IHUECTOAHUA, U BOT, UTO A HAMepeH caenaTsb...

— Bbpat, — nepebun ero l'eHpu. — Ecamn no3sonuLub.

— KoHeuHo, — cornacunca Yontep, u F'eHpn YNHHO BCTan.

— Mowu cecTpbl U 6paTba, — NPOU3HEC OH, FAAA HA KOJIOHHbI M CKAMbM 33 HALUMMM CMHAMM, a
He Ha coBeT. — fl BbIHYXX/AEH CKa3aTb, YTO TOXKe peLlmna OTCTYNUTb.

A yaAuMBNeHHO pacKkpblaa poT, a MO KOMHATe npolenca ponoT YaeHoB coBeTa. ABa C/I0BHO
pebeHOK CBEPHYNACb KalaYMKOM Ha CBOEM OrPOMHOM TPOHE U3 pPaKyLLEeK M 3anaakana.

Yontep 6yarto xoten cgenatb War, HO B NOC/AIEAHIO MUHYTY nepegyman. — Mbl paccymTbiBaem
Ha Tebs, — measeHHO NPomn3Hec oH. — BmecTe y Hac ecTb BO3MOMKHOCTb NobeanTb, HO 6e3 Tebs...

— Mosa 3agaya ynpasaatb mumpom [loa3emHbiM, a He Tem, 4TO Bbiwe. A caenaw Bce
BO3MOXHOe, 4Tobbl KpoHOC ocTanca B NOBYWKE A0 3MMHEr0 CONHLECTOAHMA, HO A MNPUHAN
B3BelWeHHoe pelweHne, — oTBeTun NeHpu. — lMpoLly Bac OTHECTUCH C MOHMMAHUEM.

Moa mama BCTana € TakKUM Ke Bblpa*KeHMem uLa, KOTopoe MHe A0BesioChb YBUAEeTb, KOraa B
OAMHHAALATb NET A peLlinna NOKpacuTbes B GMONETOBbIN, @ B YeTbipHaALATb HAbUTb TaTyMpoBKy. Ho
He caenana HU Toro, HU apyroro. — FeHpu, Mbl Bce 60MMCA TOTro, YTO MOKET CTYYUTLCA, HO EC/IU U Tbl
OTKaKelbCA, TO Mbl Npourpaem. Tbl 3HaelWb 3T0. KPOHOC NPOAUA yKe A0CTAaTOYHO KPOBMU...

— 370 6ECUYMNHCTBO, N A COMepeXxMBatD KaxKAoMy, KOro paHuUaW. [lnaHa, Tbl KakK HUKTO AOJ/IXKHA
NOHWUMaATb, NoYyemy A Tak noctynato. Llenb Kannmonbl — KelT, 1 Henb3A oTpuLaTb, YTO CEroAHS OHA
4yy[0M OCTanach XuBa. A nogsen ee ABaXKApbl, M 6bonbLle TaK He NOCTyNALO.

fl HEOCO3HAHHO NOoAHANACL CO CBOEero mecrta, 60nb OT BUHbI U CKOPOU CMeHMNach 310CTblo. —
He cmelt ncnonb3oBaTb MeHA Kak onpaBAaHue, 4Tobbl HpocuTb cBO cembto. Kananona npuaet 3a
MHOW [la’Ke eC/IN Tbl OTKAXKELWbCA CpaXKaTbCA. fl He CTaHy CTOATb B CTOPOHE U Tebe He NO3BOItO, A He
X04y, 4TODObl COBET BUHUA B NPOUTPbILLIE MEHA.

— Tebs HUKTO He ocyamT, mos poporas, — npousHec Yontep. — leHpu, 6e3 Teba Ham He
BbIMIPATb. TONbKO Tbl MOMKEWb OCTaHOBUTb KpoHoca, u ecam Kannamona 3a rog He MOMMET, YTo
HaTBOpMAAa...

— MHe Kanb, HO A He nepeaymato. Tbl He onpaBaaHue, KeiT. Ecam a 3akpoto MNoasemHbln mup,
TO HE3aBMCMMO OT MCXoda BOWMHbI cmory obesonacutb TebA, cmory BbIMOAHATL CBOK paboTty u
NpPUCMaTPUBaTL 38 MEPTBbIMM AyLUaMMW.

— Moyemy Tbl OTKasbIiBaewbCA? Ecam Tl BbiNAELWb U3 UFpbl — BCE YMPYT.

— OHM yMmpyT ecnu a byay cparkatbca. A He Xo4y PUCKOBATb TBOEW KU3HbIO. Mbl yXKe 3Haem,
4yTo Kanaunona rotoBa Ha Bce, nnwb bbl yoUTb T€61, K, yunTbiBanA, YTO KPOHOC 3anHTEpecoBaH B Tebe,
OHa C/IULIKOM OracHa.

MNepcedoHa BCTana, He AaB MHe BO3MOXHOCTM CbA3BMTb B OTBET. — A KaK HacyeT Apyrux
TutaHoB? Ecam leHpw...

— Kakux TutaHoB? — cnpocma A C KONOTAWMMCA cepaLem.

MepcedoHa opapuna meHA HeaBYCMbICAEHHbIM B3rnagom. — M03BOAMLWb NPOAOIKUTL? Ecam
leHpM He xo4eT nomoraTb, Torga nagHo. NoHATHO e, YTO HWUKTO He 3aCTaBuT ero nepegymaTb. — Ee
rnasa BCMbIXHY/N, KOTAQ OHA B3rAAHyna Ha Yontepa. — OTew CKasan, YTO HUKTO He OBBWMHWUT Hac,
ecnn mbl yuaem. U Kent, npexkae Yyem 3akaTULLb UCTEPUKY, 3HAM, YTO HE Mbl O4HU MOXKEM CpaxKaTbcA
¢ KpoHocom. He Bce TuTaHbl HaxoaAaTcA nog, ctpaxen. NoTomy, ecan Ham ynbibHeTCA yaaya, TO OHU
3aX0TAT MOMOYb.

~123~



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

— BeposaTHOCTb TOro, YTo TUTaHbI cornacaTcs 6oPOTbCA Ha HaLlel CTOPOHEe Mocae TOro, Kak Mbl
MX NOTECHUAW, HUUTOXKHO Mana, — cTporo npousHec Yontep. — HepasymHo npeanaratb KpoHocy
JMLLHUX COHO3HMKOB.

— MonbITKa He MbITKa.

— B03MOXHO Pes nomorkeT, — nogan ronoc [xemmc, KOTopblii Bce 3TO Bpema monyan. — f
3Halo, rae ee HanTw.

— Y Hac HeT Ha 3To BpemeHW, — Bo3pasua YonTtep. — Ham HyKHO roToBMTbCA, a yroBapmBeaTb
ee 60poTbCA NPOTUB COTOBAPULLA NPUAETCA OYEHb AOATO...

— [laBaiTe A nonpobylo, — npeasoxmna f, MOM rosioc Npo3sBydan xpabpee, yem A cebs
YyBCTBOBAsNA. — fA XO4Y XOTb YEM-TO NMOMOYb.
— Ke#nT... — Hauan leHpw, Ho A ero nepebuna.

— He Hapo. Tbl NpUHAN CBOE pelleHune, Tenepb NO3BOJIb MHE NPUHATb cBoe. Ecau Tbl He Xxouelb
Yy4aCTBOBATb, TO HAM HY}KEH TOT, KTO 3aX0yerT.

— [eHpu NpaB, — KUBHyA Yontep. — Tbl HUKOrAa He BCTpeYanacb ¢ TuTaHamu. Tbl HOBEHbKaA,
n Ntoboe HEOCTOPOKHOE CJ/I0BO...

— lNownnTe KOro-To Co MHOIA.

— fl He mory 3Toro caenatb, — CypoBO nNpounsHec Yontep. — Ecam Tbl xouelwb HanTw...

— Moeuwb, A nongy.

ABa npounsHecna 3TO TUXO U HeYBEPEHHO, HO ee roJ10c NPO3By4Yan rpomye rosoca Yontepa, v oH
ocTaHoBuACA. OHM 0OMEHANNCE HEMOHATHLIMW HAaM BCEM B3r1A4aMM.

— JlagHo, — caancsa Yontep, n BO MHe 3apoamnacb Hagexaga. l HakoHel, NpUHecy Mnosb3y.
[arke ecnn Pea oTKaxkeT Ham, A XxOTA 6bl NONbITAOCh 3ar1agUTb TO, YTO FeHpPM OTKA3aNCsa y4acTBOBATb
n3-3a meHA. YTo Hbl KTO HM FrOBOPWA, A HE MOrNa CUAETb, CNOXa PYKKU, C MOHMMAHUEM TOrO, YTO UX
rmbenb Ha MOel CoBecTu.

MpomenbKHyBWaa Ha Auue leHpu TeHb npeobpaswnna ero A0 Hey3HaBaeMocTn. — Kewr,
noxanyncra. Tbl 3pA cuMTaewb ceba BMHOBaTOM. KakoBo, Nno-TBoemy, byaeT mHe, ecaun Tbl NOMAELb
Ha NOUCKM Pen n3-3a Moero oTkasa, U eciim ¢ Toboi cnyumTcsa Henonpasmmoe?

Bo MHe 4TOo-TO wWenkHyno. OH mor HasBaTb YMMY NPUYMH, HO peLwmna BbibpaTb 3Ty? — B Tom U
aeno, FeHpu. A He 3Hato, YTO Tbl YyBCTBYELIb. BCe rOBOPAT MHe, a A X04y YCAbIWaTb 3TO TO/IbKO OT
TebAa. CKoNbKo bbl A HU ymonana Tebs, Tbl MOMYULb... Tbl TONIbKO PUCKYELLb KU3HAMU MOEN CEMbBMU,
yTobbI A 6blNa B 6e3onacHocTU. KaK, No-TBoeMmy, A A0/1*KHa cebA YyBCTBOBATL?

OH MrHoBeHMe BbIFIA4EN YOMBAEHHbIM, HO TYT e CHOBa HaAen MacKy HeBO3MyTMmMOCTU. — A
roToB 6blN MCYE3HYTb A0 BCTpeYn ¢ Toboi. Ecnm ¢ Toboi YTo-HNBYAb CNYYMTCA, MOE HaMePEHMUE He
N3MEHMUTCS.

CHayana MHe NOKa3anocb, YTO S HEMPABWUAbHO paccabiwana. FeHpM U paHblle Aepran MeHs 3a
HUTOYKM — TO K€ AeNlan U BECb OCTa/IbHOM COBET, — HO OH HMKOr4a He CTaBW/1 Ha KOH CBOO KU3Hb. A
AyMana, OH He MoCMeeT MeHA WaAHTaXXMpoBaTb. BuagHo, A owmnbnace.

— MpocCTn, 4TO MHe BCe PaBHO, — MOW C/NI0BA COYUANCH EXMACTBOM, Ka*KAbIM KPOXOTHbIW Liar
HaBCTpeyy Hawemy byaywemy 3ameno seTpom. — lMepcedoHa BepHynacb, A Aymato Tbl bygewb pag,
€C/n OHa cHoBa Tebs nouenyer.

lFeHpu 3amep. — CHoBa?! MepcedoHa! — npowmnena 3a moei CNIMHON mama.

Tyron y3en B MoeWn rpyam sepHyca. — MNoHMmalo, A He OHa, U HAKOT4a el He CTaHy, HO 3Haelb
yto, leHpu? A paga aTomy, Beap A Apyran, A He npegam Tebs. A He BNOONIOCL B APYroro, A HAKor4a
He MOCYMTAlD, YTO Tbl HEAOCTOUH MOMX YYyBCTB. A OCTaHYCb 34eCb A0 TEX NOP, MNOKA Tbl HE BbIFOHMULWb. f
ntobnto Tebs, HO MaHUNYAMPoBaTb cO60M He NO3BOI0. ITO HEYECTHO NO OTHOLLEHMIO KO MHE 1 TBOEM
cemMbe, NMO3TOMY MPEKPATU LAHTAXMPOBATb MEHA, €C/IM HE XOYellb Pa3pyLlwuTb TO, YTO Yy HaC ecCTb.
Xoyewb 6bITb HecyacTHbIM? ycTb, TBOM BbibOp. Xouyewb ObITb ¢ MMepcedoHOM, XOTA OHA AaKe He
nobut Teba? Xopowo. He xoyelwb LenoBaTb MeHA Ha HoYb? JlagHo. Xoyelb rogamn nsberatb MeHa?
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[a nsberai xoTb LeNyto BEYHOCTb. HO He cmeit mewaTb MHe caenaTb Bce, YTO B MOUX CUaX, YTobbI
npeAoTBPaTUTb NageHne Hawero Mmpa.

Moka leHpyM yAMBAEHHO NANWUACA HAa MeHs, A NOBEPHyAnach K YonTepy, n 6bICTpo, 4Tobbl FeHpn
HWYero He ycnen BO3pa3uTb, CKasana: — Ecnu He Bo3paxkaeTe, s nongy cobupatb Bewu. Yem
bbicTpee 3apyunmca noaaepKkon TutaHa, Tem 60/blle BEPOATHOCTb, YTO Mbl Nobeanm.

YonTep NuWb KMBHYA, a A COWNA C MOMOCTa M HanpaBWiacb K BbIXo4y, rNaAa TONbKO nepes
coboit. HUKomy He No3BO/O BUAETHL CBOKO CabocTb.

HWKTO He Bpocuica MmHe B c/ied, NOKa A WAa BAO/b KOMIOHH U B BecTUbtonb. CTOMIO 3aKpbIThb 3a
coboit aBepb, A TYT e NPUbHYIA K HElM M 3aKpblia r1asa, NbiTasacb YCNOKOUTb belweHo bbioleeca
cepaue. A noctynuna npaBuAbHO. [eHpPM He OCTaBM/N MHE MHOro BblibOpa, MU €CIN OH peluT
OTBEPHYTbLCA OT MEHA, TO cAeniaeT 3To 6e3 0OMHAKOB, a He MOTOMY, YTO AymaeT, byaTo s ero He
nobnto.

TyT ABEpPb PE3KO OTKPbI/ACh U B BECTUOONb CKONb3HYNa MNepcedoHa. B Ty cekyHAy U3 TPOHHOTo
3a/1a NOC/IbILWANNCL KPUKK COBETA.

— Tbl yMmeellb Kpacueo YT, — ycmexHynacb MNepcedoHa, HO NnoTom nocepbesHena. — lMpocTy,
4TO Tbl BCE BUAENA. fl He 3Hana.

Kak 6yaTo 3TO YTO-TO MeHAeT. — HeBaXHO, — npobopmoTana A, ycTaB KpMyaTb M pyratbes. — f
NMOHUMaLO, MOYEMY Tbl TaK NOCTYNUNA.

— PasBe? — lNepcedoHa ycenacb Ha CKamMblO U KECTOM NPeasIoKMIa NPUCOESNHUTLCA K HEN. A
cena Kak MOXHO Janblie. — f NpeKkpacHO 3Halo, YTO OH YYBCTBYET KO MHe. 3TO HU ANs KOro He
CEKPET, 1 KaK Bbl CUNbHO A HX OTTanKMBana FeHpu, 3TO NULWb NOAOTPEBAET €ro YyBCcTBa. ITO OA4HA U3
NPUYMH, NOYEMy sl pellnsia CTaTb CMepTHOW, — aobaBuna oHa. — A MOHANA, YTO Aanblue byaer
TONbKO XyKe. EMy 1 TaK CU/IbHO OT MeHA A0CTaNoCh.

TporatenbHas UCTOpUA, HO A B Hee He nosepwuna. MNepcedoHa camas HacToOALWAA IroUCTKa.
BO3MOXHO C MWCKAOYEHMAMWU, HO A yBMAENa A0CTaTOYHO, 4YTODObl YBEpPUTbCA B CBOEM MNEepBOM
BNevyaT/IeHun.

— Tbl BCce npaBuAbHO caenana, — ckasana lNepcedoHa, noAaTBep:kgaa mMou Mbican. — A
NoHMMato, noyemy F'eHpK peLni OTCTYMUTb, HO OH CAENa 3TO MO HenpPaBWU/IbHbIM MPUYMHAM.

— To ecTb cNacTM MeHA 3TO HeA0CTaTOYHO XOPOoLLaa NPUUYNHA?

— [la, UMeHHO TaK, — KneHyna MepcedoHa, 1 A ckpusBMnacb. Bce paBHO CMbICna CNOPUTb C HeM
He 6bino. MepcedoHa npaBa. — HpasuTca Tebe MAM HeT, HO Tbl BCErO NNLWb OAMH YenoBeK. KpoHoc
Pa30pBET MUP Ha YacTu, eciv COEXKUT C OCTPOBa.

— [ymaellb A He 3Hat0? — Orpbi3Hynach 8. — ECAM Moel XU3HU XBAaTUT, YTOBbI CNacTM mMup, To
A roTOBa OTAaTb €e, 04HAKO He Mory, BeAb Kannvona xoyet, 4Tobbl ymepsia He TONbKO A. Tak uTo
XBaTUT TbiKaTb MEHS HOCOM.

MepcedoHa B3goxHyna. — MpocTu. Moxoxe, BEPHbIX C/I0B MHe He NnoaobpaTh?

Hawwu pasHornacusa 3akoH4YaTca B TY MUHYTY, KOTZla OHa nepecTaHeT OTHOCUTBLCA KO MHEe Kak K
YyesloBeKy, KOTOPbIN HUYEro He NOHMMAET. A Mano YTo 3Hasa, 3TO BepHO, Ho MepcedoHe He cTouno
BECTWN cebs TaK OTBPATUTE/IbHO.

— B obuwem, — npousHecna MNepcedoHa Nocne HECKONbKUX MUHYT TULWIKHBLL. — fl IMWb XOoTena
06BACHUTLCA... MOYEMY nouenosana ero. Ewie pas npoctu.

Al yctaBunacb Ha CBOM pPyKMW. Jlydwe oTbuTb cebe Bce Nanblbl, YEM elle pPa3 MepPeuTb
noAo6HbIV pa3roBop. — A He 3/110Cb, YTO Thbi MOLLEN0BaNa ero. A 31t0Cb, YTo [eHpU xoTen 3Toro.

— Tbl XK€ NOHMManNa, YTo TaK CNy4YnTcs. XoTs, 3Haelb, YTo? EMy He NOHPaBUAOCh.

Al c onacko nocmoTpena Ha MepcedoHy. — B Kakom cmbicnie?

— TaK Tbl He C/bliWwana ocTasibHOM YacTn! — HEMHOro camoZ0BO/IbHO NpousHecna MepcedoHa.
— A TaKk 1 gymana. Tbl 6bl He BbiWwNa U3 cebn, ecnm 6bl ycabiwana, YTo OH CKasan nocne.

~125~



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

Al Haxmypunacb. MHe 6b110 KpaliHe TAXKEeN0 rOBOPUTL C HEW BEXK/IMBO, KOTAa OHA TaK cebs Bena.
— lMpocTo pacckaxu, u Bee.

MepcedoHa 3aKaTMAa rnasa. — OgHaxabl Tbl goBeaelwb ceba ao 6eabl. 1 cnpocnna MleHpu Tak
M MOHPaBUACA eMy Nouenyi, Kak OH AyMman, U OH CKasan, 4to HeT. EmMy npuwnocb HemHoro
NOpPa3MbIC/INTb, HO NOTOM A0 HEro AO0LWJ/0, YTO HALLUWM OTHOLWIEHWS HUKOTAa He 6blI UCKPEHHUMM.

Al npomonyana. laxke ecnm A owmnbanacb B CBOUX CYXKAEHUAX, 3TO HE U3MEHUT TOro, Kak leHpwm
OTHOCMACA KO MHe nocsiieaHne mecsubl. He M3meHUT Toro ¢akTa, 4TOo OH XOTeN MOoLesoBaTb UMEHHO
MepcedoHy.

MepcedoHa noTAHyNa 3a BENOKYpPbIA NOKOH, U Korga oTnycTuaa ero, OH CHOBa NpeBpaTU/CA B
NaeanbHy cnupanb. BepoATHO, y 3TON [EeBYLWKM HUKOrAa He Oblo TaKOro AHA, KOraa npuyecka
NPOCTO HUKyAbIWHaA. — Hawu oTHoweHuA 6blan moel ownbKoM, A Bblna CAUWKOM Moaoda U
b6oanacb. A O6bl1a He TOTOBA K 3aMY}KECTBY, U NOHMMa/1a 3TO elle A0 AHA cBaAbbObl. [paBuibHee 6bi110
6bl OT/IOXKUTb €€ Ha CTO N1eT, U CHayana y3HaTb Apyr Apyra noaydywe. Ho gaxe ecam bbl 1 Tak, HUKTO
He MOT CKa3aTb, YTO NoAy4MTCcA. Mbl He CTann }KaaTb, M 06a NonNAaTUAUCL 3a 3TO.

— leHpw nonnatuiaca 6onblie, — npobopmoTana 1.

— 370 TaK, — cornacmnacb lNepcedoHa. — A BMHMANA ceba Ao camoi cmepTn. Hagesnack, 4yto
OH HangeT Koro-To gpyroro. Koro-to Bpoae 1eb6s, — lNepcedoHa cnerna ToNKHyAa MEHS B naeyo. A
OTNPAHY/IA, U OHA ONYCTUIA PYKy cebe Ha KoneHn. — To, YTO Y HAC HUYETO He BbILW/O, HE 3HAYUT, YTO
A ero He Nt06110. He Tak, Kak OH XO4YeT, HO MHE BCE PAaBHO BAYKHO TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMUT Y HETO B }KU3HW.
Al paga, YTO OH Hawen TebA. A paga, YTO Mama pewnna NPUHECTM Ha CBET A0Yb, KOTOPOM OHa
HaKOHeL, MOKeT ropamnTbCa.

B Ty MMHYTY MoA HenpuasHb K MepcedoHe cnerka ynetTyunnacb, U A HeyBepeHHO NOBEPHYACh K
Aesywke. HecmoTps Ha TO, Kak TpyAHO MHe 6bi/I0 XUTb NOA AaBNEHMEM HaZeXKa Moen maTepu, A
HUKOr4a He 3aZymblBanacb O TOM, KakoBo npuxogunocb MNepcedoHe, Korga oHa ocMenunacb MATU
NPOTMB BCEX U KaxKaoro. — Mama ropgutca Toboin. OHa cama TaK cKasana. W... oHa MOHMMAET, YTO Tbl
3acNyXKMBaelWb cyacTbA. A ToXKe 3To NoHUMato, — gobasuna s. — MNpocTo s 66l XoTena, YTobbl MeHpH
CMOTPEN Ha MeHSA TaK, Kak OH CMOTPWUT Ha Tebs.

MepcedoHa cnnena Hawm Nanbubl. — Tbl AOMMKHA PAf0BaTbCA, YTO OH Tak He aenaeT. Koraga oH
CMOTPUT Ha MeHA, emy 601bHO. A BOT Koraa oH Bnaut 1eba... — MepcedoHa cnabo yabibHynacb. —
To B Hem 3apoXpaeTcs Hagexpa. A He yauBAEHa, YTO Tbl He 3ameyaellb 3Toro. MHe ToXKe
NoHaao6mnocb Bpema. A NPOXKUaa C HAM TbICAYM NET U 3HAK ITOT B3rna4. A Buaena ero B AeHb
Hawe cBaabbbl. Tbl HUKOrAa He 3abbiBaellb NOAOOHbIX YYBCTB.

Al 3aKkycuna ryby. MHe xotenocb et Beputb. O4eHb xoTtesnocb. OHa HECOMHEHHO 3Hana eHpw.
E” He 6bl10 cmbicna obmaHbIBaTb MeHsA, U ecan lMepcedoHa m BnpaBay bblina YecTHa CO MHOWM, TO
CTOUT NnoBepuTb. — KaKk MHe 3To caenatb? Kak caenatb Tak, YToObl OH NOAOO6UA MeHSA?

— [pocto 6yab coboit. — [llepcedoHa noxaonana MeHs NO pPyke M BcTana. — Emy He
notpebyeTca MHOTO BpeMeHU, YTOObl MOHATb, YTO Tbl €CTb Y HEro. A Tenepb MHe HYXKHO UATU.

— Xopowo. — fl ybpana Bosockl 3a ywn. — fl, HaBepHOe, HaBeJaloCh K Tebe nepes 0Tbe340M.

— He nonyuuntca. — MepcedoHa KOPOTKO ynbIBHYyNACb M CTana Tak NOXOXa Ha Hawy maTb. — f
ynay [o KoHua cobpaHuA. A m Tak 3agep:kanacb. bopotbca ¢ KpoHOCOM KOHEYHO Beceno, Ho A
COCKyYMnacb 3a AgoHucom. Ho a BepHyCb K Bam, ecam noHagobatocb, — gobaBunna oHa. — A NOKa,
nobyay aoma.

— O! — Ha meHs HaxnblHyno obneryeHne, a cnegom — BMHA. Kak Obl He 6blO TpyaHO B
Hayane, U Kak Obl CMAbHO MHE He XOTeNoCb HEeHaBUAETb ee 3a NPUYMHEHHyl [eHpu 60nb,
MepcedoHa ctapanacb. M Bce elwe 6bi1a moen cectpont. — Cnacmbo Tebe. 3a Bce.

— Obpawanca. — OHa NoNOXKMAA PYKY HA PYy4YKy ABepu, HO 3aKonebanacb. — Ecam xouelwb,
npuxoam Ko MHe B roctu. fl 6yay paga. Y meHs HuMKoraa He 6blno HactosAwelh cectpbl, U byget
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34,0pOBO MO3HAKOMUTLCA € TOboM nobaumxke. A KOHeYHo Ntb6AD ALOHMCA, HO MOPO OH HEMHOrO...
CKYYHbIN.

Al cnerna ynbibHynacb. Moyemy-To 3Ta HOBOCTb MeHs He yausuna. — fA Toxe byay paga. MHe
¥anb, YTO ABUNACL Be3 NpUrialleHnsa u NOTPEeBOXKMAA TebA.

— A mHe HeT. — lNepcedoHa NogMUTHYNA U UcYe3Na B TPOHHOM 3ane.

[Bepb 3aKpbliacb, CHOBa 3arnywunB nepebpaHKy coseTa. A Bce ele He 3Hana, YTO AymMaTb O
MepcedoHe, HO, NO KpaliHel mepe, Tenepb Mbl MOT/IM Y3HATb APYr apyra. Ecau a BoixKMBy.

* %k %

Yacom no3)Ke A pasfioXuia Ha KpOBAaTU MNONOBUHY cBoero rapaepoba, 3aBanvs rpypon
cBuTepos Moro. A He 3Hana, Kyaa mbl ¢ ABOW OTNPaBMMCA, NOTOMY XOTesia 6biTb FOTOBOM K /Il0ObIM
ycnosuam. Fae ob6bl4HO Xuan TuTaHbl? MoxKeT, B ropax? B AHTapktuae? Wam nyctbiHe Caxapa?
BapuaHTbl ObIJI0 HE COCYNTATb, U KaXKablh U3 HUX HE 0CO60 MeHA obHaaexmBan.

— Kak gymaelwsb, Tbl cMOXKewb NobbiTb 6€3 MeHA ewe napy mecaues? — cnpocuna Ay Moro,
Korga Hawna ero B rpyae oaexabl. OHa Tenepb CTana NaxHyTb LWEHKOM, HO MHe 6bino Bce paBHO.
Korga mHe 6yaeTt ogMHOKO, A CMOTy BCMOMMHATb O HEM.

Moro TUXOHbKO TABKHY/, N A NOHEBO/1€ YCMEXHY1aCb.

— OH bygeT no Tebe cKkyyaTb, — MPOU3HEC FONIOC NO3agM MeHA. McnyraBwuncb, A ypoHWUAa
OOTUHKM B YeMoJaH.

Al AyMana OH peLmnT OCcTaTbCA B CTOPOHE, HO OH Npuwen. CTouT, pacnpasumB Naeyn, a B rnasax —
HacToawan byps.

leHpw.
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I'/IABA 18. IOBEP2KEHHAA

Bo pTy nepecoxno, A cxBaTuaa 60TUHKM M Bpocmaa nx Ha KpoBaTb. A Oblna Tak yBEPEHHA, YTO OH
bonble He 3axo4yeT BUAETb MEHS, YTO AaKe He YyAOCYXWnacb NoaymaTb, YTO OTBETUTb. MHe HeT
NPUYMH U3BUHATLCA, KPOME KaK 3a TO, YTO NPM BCEX HaKpMUaia Ha Hero. 1 coXKanena ToNbKo 06 3Tom.

— MpocTn 3a 6ecnopagok. A npocTo...

— Cobupaewsb Bewm. [a, s BxKy. — OH caenan B3max Pykon u gocene MOSHbIA YyemodaH
OKa3a/ica NycTbiM. TONIbKO A OTKPbl/la POT, YTOObl 3aNpPOTeCcTOBaTb, Kak 3ameTua, YTO U3 YemodaHa
HWUYEero He MUcYesNo, OH NPOCTOo cTan bonblue B rybuHy. — A He BoBpems?

Celtyac cnopuTb C HUM MHE XOTENIOCb MEHbLUE BCEro, HO A He MOraa NOKUHYTb [og3emHbli
MUP, TaK UM MHAYe HE NOroBOPUB C HUM. — HeT, napy MUHYT y MeHA eCTb, — CKa3asa A, CKnagbiBas
napy guHcoB. — lNoyemy coBeT pyranca?

FeHpw pa3apaxkKeHHOo noarKan rybol. — Tbl 3HaelWb novyemy. [JMaHa He NoAAepKana MeHs, Kak U
YonTtep. Moao3peBato, YTO HECMOTPSA Ha Hall NOCAeAHNI Pa3roBop, Tbl TOXKE.

Al xoTena conratb, HO NOHMMANA, YTO 3TO He NPUHECET HMKAKOW nonb3bl. — [la, A Toxe, —
CKasana f. — Mbl HMKOr4a... He 06Cy»KAanu 310, HO A He XO4Yy 3aCTaBWUT YyBCTBOBATb Te6A TO, YTO Thbl
Ha camom fene He 4YyBCTByelb. fl roBopuna cepbe3Ho. A He NMOKMHY Teba A0 Tex Nop, NOoKa Tbl He
CKaXKelb, YTO Ho/blUe He XoYellb BUAETb MEHA PASOM.

— Al xo4y, uTObbI Tbl OCTaNacb co MHOW. O4HAKO e Tbl CObMpaeLlb BeWM Ha Lenbix TpU mecaua
paHblle, — ene C/AbIWHO NPOU3HEC OH 1 A 3aMepna Ha mecTe.

— Tbl 3HaelWb 3a4em, — npobopmoTana A. — A BEPHYCb Kak TO/IbKO Halay Peto.

— W Ha CKOJIbKO Tbl OCTaHeLWbCA?

Al 0OCTOPOXKHO OTHANA y Moro cBol 6OTUHOK. — Ha CKONIbKO NO3BONLLb.

— Toraa Tebe NnpuaeTca o4eHb 400 XKAaTb.

Al BbIAOXHYNA M YNbIOHYNACh, OLWYTMB, KaK C CepALa Cnan TAXKe bl rpy3. — XopoLuo.

OH nogowen Ko MHe M KOCHY/ICA PYKOW WeKn. — fl Tak pas BUAETb TBOK Y/bIOKY. OHa NpU3HaK
TOrO, YTO A XOTb YTO-TO CAeNan NpPasuNbHO. botock, A peaKo Tak NoCTynato.

— Huuero. — Al npucnoHnnack WeKom K ero nagoHn. OH 06xBaTUA MOe INLO PYKaMKU U NPOBEN

nanbuem no nopbopoaky. — [MNepcedoHa pacckasana MHe, YTO OH Obln He TaK XOPOL, KakK Tbl
oXuaan. Baw nouenyi, 1 umeto B Buay.
B ero rnasax 4To-TO BCMbIXHYN0, HO TyT e noracno. — BepHo. fl He ocobo pas Tomy, yTo

MCNbITbIBAO YYBCTBA K AEBYLUKE, KOTOPAA HE OTBEYAeT MHE B3aMMHOCTbIO.

— [a, A Toxke. — Al HaKpblaa pyKy eHpu cBOEN U NpuxKanacb rybamm K ero nagoHu. — 310
60nbHO, KOraa YenoBek He pasaenaeT TBOUX YyBCTB.

FfeHpn npuasuHynca bauke, M Tenepb HaWMK Tena pPasfenanv NUb HECKOIbKO AHOWNMOB.
HecmoTpsa Ha Tenno, ucxoasulee ot ero Tena, A B3A4porHyna. — Ecam 661 mon pyku He H6bian cBA3aHbI,
A 6bl pasopsan Kannamony Ha yactu. Ecam 6b1 Yontep nossonaun, a 66l caenan 310, Kak TOIbKO OHA
OCTanacb ogHa.

A TMX0 PbIpKHYNA. — ITO A0MKHO ObITb POMAHTUYHO?

— 3710 NpaBga. — eHpU BHUMATEIbHO CMOTPE/1 B MOM 11333, U Y MEeHA NepexBaTu/io AbixaHue.
— Ecan 6b1 A 6b1n nydwe, s 661 Nokasan Tebe cBot NO60BbL M 3ab60Ty. Ho A He Takoi, s mory
npeanoxuTb Tebe nwb 10, YTO cnocobeH Aatb. MoBepb MHe, TO, YTO A HE NMOKA3blBal0 CBOMX YYBCTB,
He 03HayaeT, YTO Y MeHA UX HeT.

3710 6bINK TE CNOBa, KOTOPblE BCe TBEPAUIN MHE C Hayasa OCEHMU, HO YC/bIWaB MX OT CaMOro
l'eHpu, A HaKOHeL, noBepwuaa. — KaxkeTca, A NOHANQ, — ene CAbIWHO NpousHecna A. — A xouy, 4Tobbl
Tbl 6611 cCamum coboin.

— Torpa Bepb MHe, KOrga A roBOpHo, YTO He Xoudy BbITb HU C Kem, Kpome Teba. — eHpw nposen
PYKOM MO MoOMM BOJIOCaMm, M npobexxanca KOHYMKamMM nanbles BAONb weun. — [epcedoHa Tenepb
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MoOe npowioe, a A HUKorga He 6bin ee 6yaywmm. bolno Bpemsa, Korga s 6oponcsa 3a Hee, HO 3Ta
6opbba HanpacHa, ec/n YeNOBEK He CYACTINB C TOOOIA.

— A a? fl He 3ps 6boponacb?

FeHpW TeCHO NpuXKan MeHA K cebe 1 06HAN 33 Tanno, Mbl ObIIM Tak BAN3KO APYr K APYry, YTO A
4yyBCTBOBA/a Ha LUEeKe ero AgblxaHne. — HeT, — OTBETWU/ OH, U BCE BHYTPWU MeHA CKanocb. OgHaKo, He
ycnena s ucnyraTbCs, Kak [eHpW HeXHbIM, npegHasHayeHHbIM /UWb MHE OAHOMW, Fo/JI0CoM
npogonxKun: — Tbl He AoMXHa bbina 60poTbcA 3a MeHA. A Becb TBOW C CaMOM MepBOI Hallew
BCTPEYM.

Ecnn 6bl FeHpKM cKasan MHe 3TM C/10Ba ellle B Hayane OCeHWU, A bbl HU 0 Yem He BecnoKkounacs,
MeHs 6bl He noceLLany yXKacHble MbICAM U COMHeHMA. Al 6bl farke NoHANa ux nouenyi ¢ NMepcedoHon,
ecnn 6bl OH He OCTaBW MEHS OAMH HA OAMH CO CBOMMM CTpaxamMu. XOTA, ecan Bbl OH CKasan 3To
paHble, MepcedoHe K BOBCe He npuiock 6bl ero uenosatb. OAHAKO s 06/1€r'YeHHO B340XHYNA. —
Bbl10 661 HEMIOXO Y3HATb 06 3TOM MecALaMK paHee.

Nnuo FeHpn 03apunocb Nerkomn ynbibkoi. — Tbl NpaBa, U MHE OYEHb Xa/b, UTO A TaK Bes cebs.
OTHbIHe byay cTapaTtbea nydwe. — OH 3anevaTtnen Ha moem N6y nouenyi. — Mpouy, He yxoaum.

B 3Ty MMHYTY nocnegHee, 4Yero MHe XOTeN0Cb, 3TO OCTaBUTb €ro, U A NPOCcTo obHANa MeHpu. —
Tbl e 3Haelb, YTO A AOJ/IKHA. fl He MOry CTOATb B CTOPOHE U HU4Yero He aenaTb. bes Pen mbl Bce
YMpPEM, TaK YTO CTOUT PUCKHYTb U HAUTK ee.

leHpyu B340XHYN. — Tbl C/IMLIKOM ynpAmMa 415 CBOEro e bara.

— A cnblwana, 4To 3TO cemeiHoe. — Yepe3 mrHoBeHue A aobasmna: — Koraa s BepHyTb... Tbl
3axoyellb, YTobbl A OcTaNack?

B otBeT l'eHpun Haxmypuaca. — MNMoyemy HeT? A Obl caenan Bce, YTOObI Thbl Nepeaymasia UCKaTb
Peto, HO 3TO He 3HAYUT, 4YTO A He byay paj TBOEMY BO3BPaALLEHMIO.

— Al He 06 3TOM... — Al 3amAnacb. — Hawa caenka. MHe npuaetca yes»KaTb Karkayt BECHY UK
A CMOry oCTaTbCA pAgoOM € TO60I?

Oco3HaB mon Bonpoc, leHpu 3amep. A 3aTamna ApIXxaHWMe, OXMAAA ero oTBeTa, a OH
OTCTPaHWUACA, YTOObI 3arNAHYTb B MOU rnasa. OH Ayman, 4To YBUAWUT B HUX NIOXKb, HO ee Tam He 6bin1o.
— Tbl Xouelb ocTaTbcA 34ecb Ha Becb roa,? Co MHOM?

— [la. KaK TB0A XeHa.

— Kak mos *KeHa, — NoBTOpWA OH, OTBOAA B3rnsaa. f 3akycuna ryby.

— 370 HMYero? Ecnm s ocTaHycb Ha BeCb rog, TO He HapyLly HUKaKMX NpaBun?

— 3pecb A co3gato npasuna. Ecam Tbl xouelwb oCTaTbcA, TO HUKTO Teba He OCTaHOBUT. — leHpu
06xBaTUN MOe MU0 TenabIMW nagoHaMM. — A Byay oyeHb GnarogapeH, ecim Tbl OCTaHeLbCs,
O[HAaKO s Hagelcb, YTO Tbl cAenaelb 3TO TO/AbKO MOTOMY 4YTO CaMa Xouyelb. Tbl CMOMeEllb
noAHMMATbCA Ha NOBEPXHOCTb B Ntoboe Bpems, Beab Moa3emMHbI MUP AOBO/IbHO MPaYyHOe MecTo. —

leHpu 3akonebancsa, 6yaTo ob6aymbiBas CTOMT /IM FOBOPUTb cheaylowme cnosa. — [lepcedoHa
roBOpwa, YTo, YBMUAEB COJHLE, Y¥Ke He MOXKeLb BbITb NO-HACTOALLEMY CHACTANBbIM H6e3 Hero.
— [Ma, A 6bl xOoTena Bpemsa OT BPEMEHW MOAHMMATLCA Ha MOBEPXHOCTb, — MNPMU3HANACh A,

noAaB/As 3aBUCTb, KOTOPAs BO3HMK/A NPW yNomMUHaHUK MepcedoHbl. FeHpW NPOCTO He XoTen, YTobbI
A, KaK M OHa, TOCKOBana no cosnHuy. Ecam a xouy, ytobbl Mbl HbINN CYACTAUBLI, TO AOJIKHA NPUHATD,
yto MNepcedoHa Gbla OrPOMHONM YACTbHO €ro KM3HU, MU B KAKOM-TO CMbICNe OcTaeTcsa eto. A morna
nmMbo 6opoTbcs ¢ 3TUM, MO0 NPUHATL M NepecTaTb YyBCTBOBAaTb CEBA YEPTOBCKM HECYACTHOW.
MPUHATL U NPOrNIOTUTL CBOK FOPAOCTb, MPOCTUTbL CBOK CECTPY 3a TO, YTO OHa caenana c leHpw,
npoctTutb FeHpW 3a TO, YTO BCe ele NbUT ee. — HO MOKa CONHUE HWKyda He ybexuT, A 6bl
npeanoysa 6bITb PAAOM C TOOON.

FeHpu Npuskanca cBoMm N160m K moeMy. — ITO YeCTb ANA MEHS.

Kakoe-To Bpems Mbl CTOANN TaK, He ABUrasacb. M3-nog BOPOTHMKA ero pyballuku TAHYACA Wpam,
No/lyYeHHbIN B nepBoi cxBaTke ¢ KpoHocom. B MNoasemHom mupe FeHpu byaeT B 6e3onacHoOCTH, U
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MHe 6onblle He NpuaeTca 6€CNOKOUTLCA 3a ero Xu3Hb. [a, A BCe elle NepekMBato 3a 0CTaslbHbIX, HO
X0TA 6bl He BONHYHOCb 3a leHpu

— Ha cobpaHuu coseta... — leHpu caenan naysy u nposen 60nbWIMM ManbLeM MO MOEWN
HWXKHel rybe. — Tbl CKa3ana, 4To A He LLenoBan 1ebs Ha Houb. Al 3HatO, eLLe JaXKe He Beyep, HO A Mory
MCNpPaBUTb 3TO ceiyac?

Al TaK WKUPOKO ynbIbHyNack, 4To 3abonenn wekn. MpoLwao Tak MHOro BPeMeHMU C Tex Nop, Kak A
nocnegHuii pas ynbibanacb. 1 cockyumnacb No sTomy 4yscTBy. — Celivac camoe Bpems.

Korga ero rybbl KOCHYAMCb MOMX, Ha MEHA HAX/bIHY/N0 XefaHwe, nepenneTaacb C
BOCXMTUTENIbHBIM YyBCTBOM JIMKOBaHMA. Kananona npourpana. HeBaxHo, 4TO OHa cAenana co MHOM
NN CKONIbKNX TUTAHOB Nocsiana ybuTb MeHs, OHA HUKOr4a He OTHUMET y MeHA eHpu.

Al obHANA ero 3a Wek M NO3BOAMAA CBOEMY Te/ly CANTLCA C KOHTypamu ero. HUYTo He morno
3aMEeHUTb TeN0, NePEnOHAIOLLEE MEHA, HUKAKME HOYHble 06BATUA He BOCMOHAT OTCYTCTBME ITUX
YyBCTB MeXAay Hamu. FeHpu, cO BCeMWU ero HegoCTaTKaMK, U A CO CBOMMMU... BMECTE Mbl UAeaNbHO
noaxoaunun apyr Apyry.

FeHpWM OoNyCcTUN MEHA Ha KPOBaTb M OTKMHYA Kyuu mMoen ogexabl, 4Tobbl ocBob6oauTb ANA HAc
mecTo. MNoro n3aan pasgparKeHHbl MUCK M CNPbITHYA HA Noa. Mo3XKe A 06A3aTeNbHO C HUM Nourpato,
OZHAKO ceiyac, 3a UCKAUYeHNeM nosBaeHnA KpoHoca, HUYTO He MOT10 OTOPBATb MeHA OT MeHpu.

Korga oH cTan BO3UTbCA C KpaemM MOEro CBuTepa, A CTAHyNa ero u 6pocuna B KNy oaeXapl.
feHpn NpoBen PyKon MO MOEMY FOJIOMY KMBOTY M, YyTb OTCTPAHMBLUMCb, MOCMOTPEN Ha MEHSA
033434€HHbIM B3rALOM.

— Y70 TaKoe? — cnpocwuaa A, NbiTadACb NepeBecTn ApixaHne. — Bce B nopsaake?

Emy notpeboBanocb HeKoTopoe Bpems, YToObl OTBETUTb. — Tbl YBEPEHA, YTO XOYeLlb 3TOr0?

Bce MOW COMHEHWA BEpPHYAUCb Ha3ad, HO NOCAe MWHYTHOW TPEBOTM A BCMOMHMAQ, YTO
MepcedoHa pacckazana mHe 06 ux c FeHpu GpayHoM Houn. ITo ByAeT NepBblli pas, KOrga Mbl Aeaem
3TO He noA adpoansmakom, n ecnm FeHpu Ayman, 4To A MOTy oTpearMpoBaTb Kak MNepcedoHa Korga-
TO, TO €10 COMHEHMA Bbl/IN MHE NOHATHbI. fl NONbITaNackb BbIPOBHATL AblXaHWE. — YBepeHa.

FeHpX, NOXOXKe, yA0BNETBOPWU/I MOM OTBET, OAHAKO, KOr4a OH HaK/AOHWACA, 4Tobbl CHOBA
MOLLEeNoBaTb MEHS, KO MHE B FO/I0BY BOpPBasiacCb elle OAHa YXKacatowan MbiCab, U A B MOCAEAHNIA MUT
yBepHynacb. — A 4T0? Tbl He xo4yewb 3Toro? Mbl He Byaem cnewunTb, eCM Tbl HE XOYellb, BCE B
nopAagke. A mory nogoxaaTb.

— Knsanyco, A xo4y aToro 60nblie BCero Ha cBete, — OTBETUN [eHpPWU, Kacasacb rybamu yroska
MOero pta. — f XOoTen 3T0ro ¢ MOMeHTa TBOEro BO3BPALLEHMUA, HO pelwns, YTo byaeT npaBu/ibHee
0aTb Tebe 6onblue BpEMEHM.

— fl BCe Aymana, uTo Tbl CKOPEE NAXKELb B IY)KY C TABOM, YEM B NOCTE/Ib CO MHOW, — NOLYTUAA
A, OAHAKO B 3TUX cnosax bblna Aona npasabl. — Ham cnepyer HayuMTbcA pasroBapmBaTtb APYr C
Apyrom. Bce 66110 6bl Kyaa nydwe, ecnm 66l Mbl FOBOPUIN O CBOMX MbICAAX.

— MNonHocTblo cornaceH, — oTBeTUN MeHpU, Npexae Yem cHoBa HabpocuTbCA Ha mou rybel. A
NNOBKO paccTerHyna ero pybaliky n CHoBa OTCTpaHWAACh.

— Tbl Beab He Byaellb 3/1UTbCA U LWBbLIPATLCA BEWAMM, KOrAa Mbl 3aKOHYMM? — CNPOCUAA f, U
leHpM ofapun MeHA B3rNA4OM, OT KOTOPOro MO NO3BOHOYHWMKY MPOLUE/CA 3/1eKTPUYECKUIA PaspAa.
B3rnagom, o kotopom ynomuHana MNepcedoHa. B3rnagom, KOTopbi A HUKOrAa He 3abyay.

— Mpouwy, nomonuu, A xo4y nouenosaTb TebA.

PaccmenBlnch, A NnLWb NpUTAHYAA ero 6aunxke K cebe. — A BcA TBOA.

FeHpu cTAHYA c ceba pyballKy v NpoBen NafoHAMM BAONb MOEW Ta/iMM, @ BCE OCTa/IbHOE,
Ka3anocb, ynetyumnocb. fl BMAENa M 4YyBCTBOBA/Na /NMWb €ro OAHOrO, A He XxoTena, 4Tobbl OH
oCTaHaB/MBanca. Bnepsble ¢ Tex Nop, Kak A nonana 8 [Nlog3emHbIN MUP, OH CTal MOUM LLOMOM.

%k %k %k
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A 1 TeHpW NpoBenn OCTaToK AHA U HOYM B NocTenn. Mbl pa3roBapuBanu, CMeANNCh U, KaK 3TO
AeNVKATHO HasblBana ABa, «cbpacbiBaiv 0OyBb». B MpomMeKyTKax MexKay BCEM 3TMM Mbl CNanu,
CBEPHYBLUMCb BMECTe, MOAl T0/10Ba NOKOMAACb Ha ero rpyau, a OH 06HMMan mMeHsA. MMeHHO Tak Mmbl
cnanu, korga 6binn B nomectbe 4em. ITo 6b110 MHE 3HAKOMO M NPUHOCK/IO yTELWEHWUE, N NOHMMaA,
YTO Brepeam Hac XKAEeT HEM3BECTHO YTO, A OYEHb HyXKAanacb B 3TUX 0OBATUAX.

OpHaxgbl nocpeay HouM A MPOCHynacb M yBuaena, yto leHpu Habnogaet 3a MHoi. B
nonyapeme, A NpoBesia PyKoM No ero rpyamn U oCTaHOBMAACh Y *KMBOTa. — Bce B nopsagke?

— Bce npekpacHo. — Hapa Hawen KpoBaTblo, YKpalleHHON 6anaaxmMHOM, NOABUACA CBETALLMNCA
wap. — A npocTo pasmbiwnan o bygyuiem.

— Y70 Takoe? Ecnu Tbl cobMpaelbca yroBopuTb MeHA He AT K Pee, To moxelwb 3abbiTb 06
3TOM...

— Bcerga cnewuvwb c BbiIBOAAMU. — [E€HPU YCMEXHY/ICA M NOLLENOBaN MEHA, a A MOCAYWHO
3amonyana. — Al gyman o TOM, KakoBo byaeT npoBecTn ¢ Tobol Becb rog. HUKTO paHblue He
NPOBOAWA CO MHOM CTO/IbKO BpeMeHM B [loazemHOM mupe.

— A Tak xo4y, — npowenTtana A. — Tbl Tenepb MoA CeMbA.

fl 0Xnaana, 4To OH CHOBA MoOUENYyeT MeHs, HO BMeCTO 3Toro F'eHpu oTcTpaHuaca. B nonympake
MHe noKasanacb, 6yaTo OH CTan M3y4aTb MEeHs, O4HAKO B TEMHOTE MOe 3peHue NOABOANIO MEHA, U A
morna owmnbatbcAa. — Tbl BCe eLe Xxouelb bbiTb Moelt KoposieBon?

— Hy KOHe4HOo, — 03aga4vyeHHas, oTBeTUNa A. — A Aymana, 4YTo 3TO BMMCbIBAETCA B PO/ib TBOEM
YKEHbl.

— Tbl He gonxHa 6paTb Ha ceba 06a3aHHOCTM Kopoaesbl Mog3eMHOro Mnpa, ecim YyBCTBYELLb,
YTO elle He rotoBa, — OTBETUN [eHpU. — Tbl OCTAHELWbCA MOEN XKEHOM, HE3aBMCMMO OT TOrO, KaKyto
PO/b Tbl UrpaeLlb B Moel paborTe.

MoHayany A HMYero He oTeBeTMna. A He Mmorna coBnagaTtb Aaxe C O4HWM CBOMM [apom;
HEe3aBMCMMO OT TOro, Kakue elle cnocobHOCTU NOABATCA NO Mepe NpaBaeHua MNoa3eMHbIM MUPOM, He
6b110 HUKAKOM rapaHTUK, YTO A CMOTY UMM 0BNaAeTb. — KaK Tbl Aymaellb, y MeHA BCe Noay4YnTca?

— KoHeyHo, — 6e30roBopo4YyHo oTBeTUN leHpu. — BO3MOXKHO, Tbl MOMMELLb BCE He Cpasy,
OZIHAaKO A HE COMHEBAKOCb, YTO CO BPEMEHEM Tbl CTaHELLb MOEW NIydllel CNyTHULEN, O KOTOPOM s U
Xenatb He cmen. Y Teba peakuin gap...

— Bce paspywaTb u genatb raynoctu? — KPMBO YCMeXHysacb 5, U [eHpu npukan naney K
MOUM rybam.

— He Bce 6b1710 rAynocTamMM, — NoAApPasHWUA OH, OAHAKO TyT Xe nompayHen. — A 6bl xoTen,
yTobbI Thl yBMAENA cebA MOUMM rnasamu. Tbl 06nagaelb Heobbl4aMHOM CNOCOBHOCTBIO 06BbEAMHATD
Nogen B Teé MOMEHTbI, Korga OHW XOTAT cAaTbCA. Tbl HaxoAMlb MPOCTble PeleHus Tam, rae
€4MHCTBEHHbIM UCXOAOM Mbl BUAUM MoparxkeHue. Tbl He 3abbiBaellb O HAAEKAE OaXKe BO BpemMeHa
cMyTbl. Ho camoe rnaBHoe, Tbl MOHMMaeWwsb nwgen. Korga Tbl BUAMWbL KOro-To, To obpaujaellb
BHMMaHME He Ha AeNCTBMA YesloBeKa, a Ha To, YTo Nobyamno ero NOCTynuTb Tak. HecmoTpa Ha TBoOe
OTHOLLEHMe K Ntogam, B Tebe ecTb cocTpagaHmMe U cnocobHOCTb NOHATb MX. BOT noyemy s 3Hato, 4To
Tbl CTaHELb BE/IMKOM KOPOaeBOM. [laxKe y MeHA HeT TaKoM CUbl BON.

Al comHeBanacb, 4to l'eHpu 6biN NPaB B KaKA40M CBOEM CNOBE, HO MCKPEHHOCTb, C KOTOPOM OH
rOBOPW/I, YHUUTOXKMIA BCE MOW BO3pa*keHUs. HeBarKHO, Bbl/I0 M y HEro nNpeaB3AaToe OTHOLWEHUE KO
MHe, Ba*KHO 6bl210 TO, YTO OH BEPW/ B MEHS.

fl npoBena Nanbuem HEBUAUMbIN y30p B NOKOUHKe ero Katoumupbl. Camoe ymHoe pelleHne —
3TO NOAOXKAaTb. MoA0XKAaTb KOHLUA BOWHbI, MOKA A HE CMOTY 3aKpbITb rNa3a U yBMAETb Ntoboe MecTo
WUAKN KOoro-HMbyab, KOro 3axo4y, NogoXAaTb, NMOKa A NOAHOCTbIO He MOMMY, KaKOBO 3TO — XUTb, He
roBopa y»ke o cmepTu. Ho Korga MeHpM cmoTpen Ha MeHA STUMM IYHHbIMU T1a3aMu, CUAKOLWMMU BO
MpaKe, HanoNHMBLUMM KOMHATy, A 3Hana, 4To OoTBedvy. A OTKasanacb OT COOCTBEHHOM MU3HMU, C
Y)KacoM 0Xuaaa Toro AHA, Korga mMama HamgeT CBOM KoHel, ogHako 6onblue A He cobupanacb
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¥AaTb. A He Morna paspywuTb Hagexabl FeHpU TONbKO NOTOMY, YTO He 6blna NONHOCTbIO YBEPEHA,
4yTO CMOry ynpasaATb MogzeMHbiM mUpom. OH BEPUA B MEHS, M 3TO 3HAYMNO ANA MeHs 6osblue, Yem
A MOINa BbIPa3nTb CIOBaMM.

— [la, — cKasana A 6e3 TeHW COMHeHuA. — fA xo4yy CTaTb TBOEM KOpo/aeBoM, Koraa bbl Tbl HU
3axoTesl NPOBECTU LEePEMOHMIO. Ee MOXKHO YCTPOUTb NO MOEMY BO3BPALLEHUIO.

leHpUM B3/ MOM PYKM B CBOM, U MeEXKAY HAMWN BO3HWUK CBETALLMIACA KeNTbll Wap, HE3EMHON U
TennblA. — He BUXKY NPUYMH KOaTb.

Al yaMBneHHo pacnaxHyna rnasa, Ho cKasasa cebe He comHeBaTbCA. ITO ObIIO TO, YEro A xoTena.
fl roTOBMANACH K 3TOMY C TOM MUHYTbI, Kak FeHpW Halen MeHA Ha peke pAAoM c Tenom ABbl, U FeHpwm
6b1n NpaB. He 6b1710 NPUYKNH XKAaTb. — A TOXKe He BUXKY.

OH ynbIGHY/ICA, U 3TOM YNbIOKKU XBAaTUNO MHe, YTODObI 3HATb, YTO A cAenana npasu/bHbIA BbIOOP.
— CTaB MOEW KeHoMl, Tbl Aana cornacme B3siTb Ha ceba 06A3aHHOCTU Koponesbl MNoazemHoro mupa,
— MNOBTOPWJI OH Te e C/I0BA, KOTOpble TOBOPWUA POBHO TPU MecAua Hasaa. — Tbl bygewb NpaBuTb
cnpaBegMBo M 6e3 NpeaB3ATOCTU MO OTHOLIEHWUIO K AyLlam TeX, KTO MOKUHYA MUP KuBbIX. C 3TUX
nop, HauMHaA OT OCEHHero PaBHOAEHCTBMA U 4O CAaMOWM BECHbI, Ka)XAbli rod, TBOA W3Hb byaet
NOCBALEHA NOMOLLM TEM, KTO OKa3a/icA NOTEPAH, M 3alMTe KaXKA0ro, KTO No Ty CTOPOHY 3arpobHoM
XKUBHU.

Al 3aTamna pbixaHue, 3Has, yto bypet manbwe. — CornacHa au Tbl, Kent BuHTepc, cTathb
Koponesow Mog3eMHOro Mmmpa, 1 CoOrnacHa M Tbl BbIMNOIHATb CBOM 06A3aHHOCTU U YaAHUA AyL?

Ha 3ToT pa3 s HUYYTb He Konebanacb. — [la, — npowenTtana 8. — Ha Bce CTO NpPOLEHTOB Aa.

CBeT mMeXay HalWMMK NafOHAMM UCYEe3, N HA MFHOBEHME Mbl NOrpPy3nMancb Bo TbMy. OaHaKo,
npexae 4em A ycnesa MOPrHYTb, KaXAblA OrOHEK B KOMHATe MNepenosiHUACA OCNenuTesibHbIM
CUAHMEM — MEXAY HAWMMM PyKamu, NapAaAWMMN HaL KPOBaATbIO, U AaXKe 3aXKKEeHHbIMU CBeYammn, —
M B CNajibHe 3XOM pa3Aanca rpoOMKMii 380H. Bo gBopue. Bo Bcem MNoasemHom mupe.

— Mos KoponeBa, — npousHec FeHpw, ueaya Mou nNanblbl. — 3TO YECTb 414 MEHS.

Al 3annnacb pymaHuem. — Y10, yKe Bce? — NOUHTepecoBanacb A. — f... cTasa Koponeson?

— Al yBepeH, 4YTO coBeT noTpebyeT 6onee popmanbHYHO LEPEMOHUIO, O4HAKO A3, TeNepb Tb
MoA KoponeBa. — [eHpM B3AN MeHs 33 NoabopoaoK W MpukKancs rybamm K Moum, mnoHadany
LEeNoMyApeHHO, HO MO NPOLECTBMN HECKOIbKUX CEKYHA, MEXKAY HaMM YETKO OLLYLLANoCh obelaHune
b6onbwero. — Tenepb, Koraa Tbl MPOCHyNacb, S AO/KEH 3aABWUTb, YTO CTblIAHO TPATUTb TaKylo
NpPeKpacHyt HOYb Ha Pa3roBopbl.

— MNpepnaraewb oTNpasgHOBaTL? — CNPOCKAA A, UTPUBO NoAHAB 6poBU. A Aymana, YTo Koraa
CTaHy KOPOJIEBOM, TO YTO-TO KapAMHA/NbHO M3MEHMUTCA, OAHAKO A YyBCTBOBasa cebn TaK Xe, Kak u
paHble. A Bce elle 6bina coboit, a pagom Haxogunca NeHpu. ITo BCe, YEro A XKenana.

— fl nonarato, 4YTO 3TO Halla NoOcCAeAHAA Houb BMecTe, — npobopmoTan FeHpu, — A Xouy
N3B/IeYb U3 HEE MAKCUMYM.

He roBopsa HW cnoBa, A NouenoBana ero, BNOXKUB B NOLENYIM BCE HAAEXKAbl, CHAacTbe N N06OBD.
CBeT NOTYCKHeN, Korga MeHpu onycTua MeHA Ha KpoBaTb, M BNepBble 3a J01roe BpeMa i TOYHO 3HaNa,
yTo BCe ByaeT xopoLo.

%k %k %k

Korga Hactynuno yTpo, mbl oba 6binn MpayHbiMuK. [locne TOro, Kak A noTpatuMaa AsaauaTb
MWUHYT, NbITAaACb CNOXKUTb BCE, YUTO, KaK MHE Ka3a/Z10Cb, MOXKET FIOHa,El,OﬁMTbCFI, B CBOM yemonaH, ['eHpun
B3MAXOM PYKW YMYOPWUICA YNAKOBATb BCe BelM 3@ CYUTAHHble CeKyHAbl. A NpUTBOpUAACL, YTO He
3aBMAylo, HO HaZeAnacb, YTO ABa 3HaeT, Kak nNpoJenaTb TO e camoe. A eCNn HeT, TO Mbl NOTPaTUM
NONOBUHY Hallero BpemMeHH, NbiTadCb 3aKPbITb 3Ty YEPTOBY WTYKOBUHY U NPUBECTUN BCE B NOPALOK,
Korga Ha CamMmom gesne y Hac 6y,D,YT ropasgo 6onee BaXKHble 3a4aHnA.

~132~



duumun Kaptep — Mpenartcreme ana 60ormHu
Aimee Carter — Goddess Interrupted

Bckope nocne 3Toro mbl BCTPETUAM MO0 Mamy, YonTtepa, [dxkeimca u ABy B ¢olie rocteBoro
Kpblna. FeHpn n 8 wam 6ok o 60K; OH 0B6HMMan MeHA 3a Naeyun, U A CTana BOJIHOBATLCA, YTO OH He
3aXo4eT MeHsi oTnyckaTb. OH NOYTM HMYEro He CKasan C Tex MNop, Kak A 3aKpblla MOMHUIO Ha
yemoZaHe, OAHAKO KaxAbl pas3, Kak HalW B3rnagbl BCTPeEYaUCb, OH YyAblbanca mHe ferkow,
OropyeHHon ynblbKoi, 6yaTO NbITAaACb AO0KA3aTb, YTO HE PACCTPOEH M3-3a MeHA. 3TO NOMOraso, Ho A
BCE PaBHO YyBCTBOBA/1a YKON BMHbI, KOr4a Aymana, YTO MOry He BePHYTbCS LOMOMN.

ABa BbIrnagena NPocTo yKacHo. Ee rnasa nokpacHenu u onyxau, U Bnepsbie 3a Bpemsa Hallero
3HAKOMCTBa, ee BON0OCbl Haxoanaucb B becnopagke. OHa Bbibpana cBob6OAHYIO oaeray, NogobHyo
TOW, YTO A HaZeBana Ko CHy. HUKaKnx NpuBbIYHbIX g5 Hee oberatoLmnx BeLen, oTpbiTbiX TOMUKOB U
to60K. OHa cTOANa, BNepuia B3rnsa4, B Noa U 3aCyHYB PYKM B KapMaHbI, U JaXKe He MOPrHyna, Koraa ee
oTeu, npoLwes MMMO Hee, YToDObl MOA0NTU KO MHeE.

— Tbl rotoBa? — cnpocun Yontep, U A KMBHyNA. leHpw Tawmn 3a cobolrr moM 4yemMopaH, a
YonTep NonoXun pyky Ha naedo Asbl. — [loporas, byab Aobpa.

ABa HaKoHeL, NMogHANa rfasa OT NoJja, U Yepe3 MrHOBEHME MOM YyemogaH mcyes. — Bce B
nopsake, — CKasasa OHa, Korga A OTKpblaa poT, YTo6bl BO3pa3nTb. — OH ByaeT Ha mecTe, KOraa Mbl
Tyaa gobepemcs.

— A Ky4a MMeHHO Mbl HanpaBnsiemca? — MOMHTepecoBanacb A, U [Kelmc NpoTAHYN MHe
KOHBEPT U3 M/IOTHOrO NeprameHTa, KOTOpPbIM, JONKHO ObITb, MCMNONb30BANN ThbICAYY NET HA3aa4,

— Pef 4acTo MeHAET MecCTO KUTeNbCTBA, — MOACHUA OH. — XOTA NocnegHue HECKOJIbKO net
OHa OcTaBasacb Ha OAHOM M TOM }Ke MeCTe, TaK YTO BaM MOXKET NoBe3TW, U Bbl HangeTe ee Tam. A
3anucan Becb MmapLwpyT. Ecam Bbl fobepeTech, HO He HalaeTe ee Tam, TO ABa 3HaeT, KaK CBA3aTbCA CO
MHOW.

A nocmotpena Ha ABy. Bbina nmM oHa rotoBa? OHa nepemuHanacb C HOrMM Ha HoOry u
OTKa3blBanacb BCTpeyaTbCA C KeM-1Mbo B3rA4OM, U KOHEYHO Ke, He BbirnAagena TaK, CNOBHO
cobupanacb oTNpPaBUTbCA B BypHOoe nyTewecTtBue. Kak Bbl MHEe HM XOTENOCb BCTPAXHYTb €e, OHa
MMena NosIHoe NPaBoO BeCcTM cebsa Tak, Kak xoTena. HMKonac 6bin gns Hac NoTepsaH, M, HACKObKO A
3Ha/a, OHa 6onblle HMKOrAa ero He yBUAMT.

[xxenmc, Kaszanocb, AyMan TaK e, Kak 1 A. OH nocmoTpen Ha ABYy TaK, CIOBHO cobupancs 4To-

TO CKasaTb, OAHAKO nepeayman. — MOXKeT MHe TOXKe CTOUT noexatb. YTobbl ybeauTbca, YTO Bbl
HalpeTe ee.
— HeT, — otBeTun Yontep. — Yem meHblUe NtoAei y4acTBYOT B NOATOTOBKE, TEM MEHbLUE Y

Hac WwaHcoB Ha nobeay.

Al cnerka ynblbHynacb [kenmcy. — Bce HopmanbHO. Ecam Tbl NOHaA0bMLWbCA, TO Mbl CBAXKEMCA
c ToboW. Ho A BCe paBHO Aymato, Y4TO 3TO NIoXasa naea. Tbl HY>KeH 34ecCb.

N xoTa A rosopuna npasay, NPUYMHBI, MO KOTOPbIM A XOTena, YTobbl OH OCTanca, He MMmenu
Hu4yero obuwero c Yontepom. MepcedoHa nameHana FeHpn MMeHHo ¢ [xkeMmcom, n, xota FeHpu 3Han,
KaK CUIbHO A ero Ntb1o, A He cobupanack faBaTb eMy NOBOA YCOMHUTLCA B 3TOM. [oKa uTo [dxKenmc
6yaet nmwb npobnemoit, a FeHpU N MHe 3TO yXKe NOPALKOM HaZoeno.

Korga FeHpu oTNyCcTUA MeHs, A NoaoLwWwia K Mame M obHsANa ee, BCEM CepALLEM Kenaa yBUaeTb
ee cHoBa. Ecnun Pes 6bina x0Tb YeM-TO MOXOXKa Ha KpoHoca, TO HET HUKaKUX NPeACTaBNeHUI O TOM,
YTO MOXKET NPOM30ITH, U XOTENA A TOFO UK HET, A AO0NXKHA OblNa rOTOBUTLCA K XyALLeMY.

— beperu cebs, pogHaa, — npobopmoTana mama v ybpana npaab BOAOC C MOUX ria3. — A Tak
TO6OM rop»Kycob.

Moe nuuyo notenneno. — A nobato Tebs.

— W a 1eba nobnto, mmnnas.

OHa nepepana meHsa [Kermcy, KOTOPbIN Kpenko 06HAN meHA M noxnonan no naevy. — byab
OCTOPOXKHA. Ecnn notepaewbcea, To cpa3y 06paTnCh K ABE M OHA CBAMKETCA CO MHOM.
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— A He cTaHy. — fl ocTaHOBMAACb W HaKNOHWANACb OAMXKE K Hemy, YTobbl TONIbKO OH Mor
ycnblwatb meHA. — fl Bblbupato F'eHpu. Mocne Toro Kak Mbl BEPHEMCS, A OCTaHYCb C HUM Ha BeCb rog,.
Al Bce ewwe H6yay TBOMM ApYyrom, HO FeHpKU MoM My U A Ntobto ero. fl Bceraa Bblibepy ero.

YT0-TO HEey3HaBaeMoe NOABUNOCH HA Anue [xKelnmca, N OH KMBHYA. — [TOKa 3TO TBOE peLleHune,
A 6yay yBaXkaTb ero, — OTBETWU/ OH, U, XOTA A NoA03peBana, YTo 3TO USMEHUTCS POBHO B TOT MOMEHT,
Korga dxenmc nocumtaet FeHpM HeQOCTOMHBIM MEHA MYXKEM, A He CTafla Pa3BMBATb 3Ty TEMY.

— Cnacmbo, — cKasana A, n JKenmc cnerka nouenosan MeHa B Weky. Moavanmsoe npouiaHue
CO MHOW M Lenon 6eCKOHEYHOCTbIO HECObIBLLMXCA OXKUOAHUNA.

MoTom HacTtan yepepq NeHpn. OH 06XBATU/I MEHA PYKAaMKM U 3apblicd HOCOM B MOM BOJIOCbI. Ha
MrHOBEHWME €ro PyKWM TaK KPEemnKo Aep’Kanu MeHA, YTO A Nogymana, YTO OH He OTMYCTUT, O4HAKO B
KOHLLe KOHLLOB OH caenan 37o. fl B3Ana ero 3a pykKu.

— Al BepHYCb, KaK TONbKO cmory, obewato, — npounsHecna A, XOTA 3Ha/a, YTO MOry He caepXaTb
3Ty KnAaTBy. — MPOCTO NOMHM O Hawem byayLiem, XOpoLo?

— Mpouwy, He yxoau, — TUXO CKasan OH. — A caenaro BCe, YTO Tbl MOMPOCULLb, HO i MPOCTO He
3Hato, YTo byay AenaTb, ecnn c Tobon YTo-HMbYab cayunTcs.

— Hwnyero He cnyunTtca. — Al nogHANACb Ha LbINOYKM, U, XOTA BCE CMOTPENN HA HAc, MeglIeHHO
nouenoBana ero B rybol, U HEXOTA OTCTPaHWMAacb. — A A0/MKHA caenaTb 3TO, U KOrAa BEepHyCb, TO
H6onblue He CTaHy ocnapuBaTb TBOE pelleHne OCTaTbCA B CTOPOHE OT BOMHbI. [ato Tebe cnoBo, A ToxKe
He 6yay BMeLIMBATbLCA B Hee.

leHpw Bce elle BbIrALeN HeCYaCTHbIM, HO, MO KpaliHel mepe, KnsHya. OH 06xBaTuN MeHs 3a
LeK M CHOBa NOLLeNOBan, a A 3aKpblaa rNasa, *Kenasn, YTobbl MHe BOOOLLE HE NPULWAOCL YXOANUTb. Kak
6bl Mbl HYU XOTENIM MMPA, 3TO HE MEHANO HaBUCLLEN Hag HAMW ONACHOCTU, M A Moraa IMBO CNPATaTbCA
¢ F'eHpn, NMbBO NONbITATLCA YTO-TO U3MEHUTb. A NPUHANA 3TO PeELLEHME TaK e TBepao, Kak 1 Bbibpana
6bITb € FeHpu.

— /liobnto Tebs, — npoluenTana A, Korga oH OTCTPAHWUACA, U HA KOPOTKOE MFHOBEHME ero nLo
ncKasmnocb 6onblo, ByaTo OH cobupancs 3annakaTb. [@HPU TYT XKe CnpsaTan 3To, U eANHCTBEHHbIM
NMPMU3HAKOM €ro UCTUHHbIX YyBCTB Obl/1M MOKpPACHEBLUME rNasa.

— lobnto Tebs, — npounsHec oH. — Moxanyicta, BoO3BpaLLalica 4OMON.

— A BepHycCob.
Hanocnenok YUMOKHYB ero B LeKy, A npucoeanHuaack K ABe U nomaxana BCEM PYKOM, OA4HAKO
TONbKO MOA Mama nomaxana B oteeT. — lonagem. — obpatnnacb a K Ase, bepa ee 3a pyky. OHa

6e3M0/1IBHO OTKpblNa ABepb, U, HEe OrNAAbIBAACL, Mbl MPOLWAM Yepes Caf ApParoueHHbIX KaMHen K
nopTany, segyuiemy B d4em.

* %k %k

MyTewecTBMe BBEPX NO NOPTANy U Yepes CKasy OblI0 TaKUM Ke HENPUATHbIM, Kak U B NepBbli
pa3. Al KpenKko 3a*kKmMypuna rnasa u BLenuaacb B pyKky ABbl, HO HMKAKME MOW NPeACTaBAEHUA, YTO A
6blna rge-To B 4pYyrom mecTte, He MOMOraanM OCTaHOBUTb TOLLHOTY.

HaKoHel, mbl ocTaHOBMAMCL. 1 OTKpblNa rasa. Yenaes ¢one nomectba d4em, A B3[0XHYyAA C
obneryeHmem. A 6bl He xOTena 4YacTo NeperkMBaTb NOAOOHble MyTelwecTBUA, M cama NOTPebHOCTb
ABUraTbCs Yepes NopTan yxe morna ybeanTb MmeHa octaBatbeA B MogzeMHoM mupe ¢ FeHpu.

CHapy:Ku cTosan pasrap 3umbl. CHer nagan Ha 3eM/1t0 NAOTHOM CTEHOM U3 XI0MNbEB, NIOXKMUICA Ha
AepesbA, obpamnstowme nNyTb K BOPOTam, U A, NOAHAB NMLO K Heby, BbiCyHyNa f3blK B Hagexae
NOMMaTb XOTb OAHY CHEXUHKY.

— A cKyyana no cHery, — cKkasana A. — [loyeMy HUKTO He Xo4yeT, YyTobbl nocne cMmepTu MX
OKPY»Kan Nnllb cHer? YTo Takoro ocobeHHOoro B Tenoi neTHen noroae?

Al wyTnna, Ho ABa 3aMep/ia, CxKaB MOM IOKOTb B TUCKax. — lNoroau.

— Y710? — cnpocuna A. — ABa, HaM }Ke HYXKHO UATH.
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OHa nokayvana ronoson. — Hert, He cenyac. [laBan sepHemca K FeHpu, nam K xxenmcy, nnu...

Al BbIpBanacb U3 ee XxBaTkMU. — f NOHUMaIO, YTO Tbl PaccTpoeHa M3-3a HMKonaca, Ho Yem ckopee
Mbl Halgem Peto, Tem paHblle CMOXeMm ero cnactu. Ecnm mbl nocToaHHO 6yaem npowatbes, TO
HUKOrAa 3Toro He caenaem.

— fAl He Npo To. — ABa TAXKeNO CrI0THYA, HO A yXKe HanpaBAANacb NPAMUKOM K Xonmy. — KenT,
OCTaHOBWUCb...

OHa nocnewwnna 3a MHOM, a A yckopwuaa war. Y1o 6bl Tam ee HM HGecnoKomao, 3TO MOFI0
NoAOXKAATb MOKa Mbl He CAZEM B CaMOJIET, KyAa bbl Mbl HU neTenu

ABa foOrHana meHsa, Korga A 6bl1a yXKe B ABYX Warax oT BOPOT, U CHOBA CXBAaTWNA 33 PYKY. —
KenT, npouwy, Tbl HE MOHUMaELb...

— MpwuseT, KenT. — Ha rpasHyto gopory, NpoxoaALLyto BA0Ab BOPOT, cTynuna Kannumona. Ee pot
NCKa3nna AbABONbCKAA YXMbINKA.

A 3amepna. MNpocto HeBepoATHO. MeHA OXBaTUA NeAeHAWMI CcTpax, ctepeB coboi Bce
oCTanbHble YyBcTBa. A ympy. Kannmona npocto ybbeT meHs M OTNPaBuT Yyepes BpaTa B Jaem. Korga
leHpw BygeT MCKaTb MeHA, TO HaUAET UMEHHO TaM.

— He cmei! — otyasHHO cKasana Aea. — Kannmona, npowwy, Tbl NPOCTO HE MOHUMaELUb...

— Y70 TbI, A NOHUMAIO.

BopoTa pacnaxHyauck, u Kannvona ykasana Ha Hac nanblem. 1 BOH3MAA KabayKku B 3eMto, HO
HEeBMAMMAA CUNa MNOTAHY/IA MEHA K Hel, MMMO TOM 4YepTbl, FAe 3aKaH4MBa/NOCb NMomecTbe. ABa
CXBATUNA MOIO PYKY, TLLETHO MNbITaACb OCTAHOBUTb MEHS.

— Tbl OTAWYHO cnpaBunacb, — CKasana Kannvona Ase. — TBoOM My OyaeT oyeHb TO6OM
ropamTbCA, Korga y3HaeT yepes yto Tebe NpuWNOCL NPOUTU paam ero ocBoboxaeHua. Tbl MMeelb
npaBo Ha HarpaAy 3a NPOABAEHHYIO MHEe BEPHOCTb.

A packpblna poT oT yausneHua. [nasza ABbl HaMOAHUAWUCL C/ie3aMK, OHA MbiTanacb CXBaTUTb
MeHA 33 PYKY, HO A He aasana. — Tbl 3HaNa, YTO OHa byaeT NoAXKMAaTb Hac?

— lMpowy, npocTn, — npowenTtana oHa. — MHe TaK... TaK *anb, KeiT. 1 He 3Hana.

— bpocb, BCé Tbl 3Hana, — oTteBetTuna Kannuona, npeHebpexuTeNbHO B3MAXHYB PYKOMU, U
BOPOTA 3aKpblnCb. — He npuTBOpAIACA, YTO HE NpuyacTHa, ABa. JIOXKb HUKOTO HE KpacuT.

— [lloyemy Tbl Tak MOCTYyNWAa CO MHOM? — LWOKMPOBaHO cnpocuna s Asy. — C leHpu, ¢
OCTaNbHbIM COBETOM?

ABa Hauyana nnakatb. — Kannunona, He genamn storo, npowy. A rotoBa Ha BCE, NpocTo... He cmeii.
OHa 6epemeHHa.

bepemeHHa. A moprHyna. Kto? Kananona? Ho obe cmoTpenn Ha meHsA. JInuo ABbl MCKA3NNOCh
BMHOW M OoT4asHMem. A Kannanona oT ya0BONbCTBUA NPOCTO cuAna. Bo3ayx NOKMHyN nerkue.

f. ABa umena B BUAY MeHA.

A boponacb C cuaoW, KOTOpasa yaep)kmBana MeHA. MHe HyXHO 6blno BepHyTbcA. B
6e3sonacHocTtb. K MoasemHomy mupy, K FeHpu. Ho Horu npupocamn Kk 3emne. — [la, s 3Hawo, —
oteeTuna Kannnona. — Tbl OTIMYHO Cbirpana cBOK posb, ABa.

A cmoTpena To Ha OAHy, TO Ha Apyryto. M3-3a roN0BOKPYKEeHUA 3peHne 3aTymaHuaocb. — He
NMOHMMAIO, KaK Tbl BoObLe morna... ABa, 4To Tbl caenana?

— Huuero, — nnakana oHa. — KnaHycb, KenT. 1 HUYero He caenana. OHa... OHA xoTena, 4Tobbl
A noacobuna Bam, 1 Bbl nepecnanun. Ho A He caenana 3Toro, A KNAHYCb.

Moe cepaue rynko 3abunocb. Het, ABa Beab HMYEro BYepa He Aenana. IToT AeHb He 6bin
MOXOX Ha TOT, Korga Kannaunona noacbinana Ham adppoamsmak. U sce e, Asa 3Hana. OHa 3Hana, HO
HWYero He cgenana.

— fl He 3Hana, yYTo Thbl B MOJIOXKEHMN NOKA Mbl HE NOManu coga, — cKasana Asa. — MHe TakK
¥anb. A 6bl HUKOTAA...
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— Ho 370 e HenpaBaa, — CKasana A, coutana ¢ Tonky. — A He mory bbiTb bepemeHHON. Mbl ke
TO/IbKO...

— Tebe nuwb HyXKHO Bblno Nepecnatb ¢ MeHpW, — cKasana Kannmona. — A 06 ocTanbHOM
nosaboTtunacs A.

OHa pepHyna nanbuem, M A ynana Ha cHer. To, YTO OHa cAenana Co MHOM, MPOCTO nyrano.
BornnHa 6paka u xeHwuH. U nnogopoams.

Bcé 310 Bpemsa 3To 6bin ee nnaH.

— fl >Ke cKasana, 4To 3abepy camoe Joporoe TBOEMY CepALy, — CKaszana Kannuona, a B ee pyke
nossuaca 6oablWON YepHbId KameHb. OH Obla1 MOXOX Ha Te, U3 KOTOPbIX cocTos/1a nelepa. Bokpyr
Hero 3akpyuaca TymaH. OHa XMXMKHyna. — A Tbl YTO, Aymana peyb o FeHpu?

K ropny nogkatuna BoAHA TOWHOTLI. — [lpowy, — npowenTtana A. Ee rnasa cy3maucb, 1 1
NMOHANA, YTO BCE MOMU MONbITKN — TLLETHbI.

— Tbl cama BMHOBATa, — CKa3ana oHa. — KaK 1 TBoi pebeHokK. Pacnsiata — Ta ewwé aApsaHb, xa?
3aKOHYMB, OHa yAapuaa KAMHEM MO MOeM ro/IoBe, U MUP MOTPYy3U/CA BO TbMY.

% %k ok %k %k
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BOHYCHAA I'VTABA

FeHpW HeHaBUAEN BOMHY.

A ero 6paTtba nobunn. Kaxpgaa 6mutea, B KOTOPOK cpaxkanucb Yontep u dunnun, yBeH4Yanacb
bnectawein nobenoi, oHM BCTpPeYanu TPYAHOCTU C TaKMM BooaylleBleHWeM, Kakoro eHpu He
MCNbITbIBAN f[arke B camble 6e306/1a4yHble MOMEHTbl KM3HM, HE TOBOPA YXKe O YEM-TO CTO/b
paspywmnTenbHOM U cymbypHOM. 3a 3TO 6paTbA cuMmTanu eHpU BeCcbma CTPAHHbIM, O4HAKO B ero
cepale He 6bl10 MecTa CpaKeHWsaMm, B 0COBEHHOCTU eC/IN YYEeCTb, YTO C KaXKA0M HOBOW KepTBOMN ero
LApCTBO Aenanochb BCé bonblue n 6onblue. FeHpy npeanoyYnTan Mmp.

OpHakKo, Korga NtobumbiM NOAAM YIPOXKana ONacHOCTb, ero B3rnsAbl Ha ¥KU3Hb OTXOAMAM Ha
BTOpoi nnaH. Cupa B Kpecne, OAMHOKO CToAWEeM nocpean 0630pHOM KOMHaTbl, B TOM CamoM,
KoTopoe ntobuna MNepcedoHa, OH M30 BCeX CUN cTapanca 0by3aaTb OyLyoLLyto BHYTpU 60pboy.

Kannvona nbitanacb youtb KeiT. He coBcem TaK, MOCKONbKY Yy HEE He XBaTUNO BPEMEHMU
3aKOHYMTb HAYaToe, O4HAKO OHAa HAMEPEHHO 3amMmaHuNa KenT Ha Jonpoc C ea4UHCTBEHHOW LeNiblo —
nNpPUYUHUTL 60s1b. U MeHpu gonyctmun ato. MNo3BOAMA CBOEM CecTpe, CaMoi MOTYLLLECTBEHHOW cpeau
lwecTn 60ros, HanacTb Ha 6ecnomoLLHY U 6e33aWmTHY KelT.

Ecnm 6bl ¢ HEM YTO-TO CIYYMNOCH, 3TO LLEIMKOM M NOAHOCTbIO Bblna 6bl ero BuHa. OH 3HaAA 3TO
TaK e Xopowo, Kak cobctBeHHoe umA. OH obewan 3awmwath e€, obewan *n3Hb, KOTOPYIO OHa
3aCNY)KMBAET, M He MPOLNO MU roga nocne AHA CBaAbbbl, KaK OH B MOJIHOM CMbIC/Ne CNOBa NOABEN
Keint. OH He TONbKO HEe MOr nNoaAep’kaTb €€, oco3HaBasA, YTo NoA0bHbIM 06pa3om NuUWb HaBNEYET
6eny, HO M NOAABAAN BOJIIO, KOTAA BCE, YEro OHa XoTeNa — 3TO CparkaTbCa. [lMaHa He noaaeprKmBana
leHpu; Kasanocb, oHa yberkaeHa, 4yto Kent crnocobHa npeogosneTb yto yrogHo. O6blYHO [eHpu
pa3aenan B3rnAgbl CeCTpbl, O4HAKO B 3TOM Ae/le He MOT PUCKOBaTb KM3Hbto KeNT ToNbKO pagu Toro,
yTOObl OHa YyBCTBOBANA cebA NONE3HON.

K coxanenuto, KelT He NMoHMMana ero BO33peHuin, U 3To nyrasno FeHpu gaxe 6onblie, Yem
cyuwiectBoBaHne KpoHoca. Yem cuibHee OH nNbiTancAa 3aWwMTUTb €€, TemM uYalle OHa JaBana
pewwnTeNbHbIN OTNOP. 33 €€ rHeB M KepPTBEHHOCTb OH BUHUA TO/IbKO cebA.

Oa. Ecnn ¢ Hel 4To-HMObYyAb cayumTca, 3TO b6yaeT ero BMHA. Ml OH MOHATUA He WMMEes, Kak
OCTaHOBWUTb 3TO.

B KaMWHe NOTpecknBan OroHb, a ABEPb B Aa/bHEN YAaCTM KOMHATbl OTKPbIACb M 3aKpbliach.
Cnepsa leHpu nogyman, 4yto npuwnia Kent. OH He COMHeBAsCA B TOM, YTO AE€BYLIKA UCKana ero ¢ Tex
nop, Kak OH YyLWEN, No3TOMy YTOObl M3bexKaTb BCTPEY C HeW, OH Npuweén cioga. OH He UCKAoYan
BO3MOXHOCTW, 4TO [MaHa Morna pacckasatb e 06 3ToM mecTe, AuUlb Obl TONBKO OHU ABOE
noroBopuan. FeHpu ewwé He Bbln roToB K 3TOMy. YyTb NO3¥Ke Aa, HO MOKa YTO — HeT.

OpfHaKo Npo3By4YaBLUMiA TONOC NpUHagnexan He Kent, a MepcedoHe.

— fl 3Hana, uto Halay Tebs 3aech.

Cepgue l'eHpu 3aHbINO OT 3BYyKa eé rosioca. Kak 6bl OH HM nobun KeiT, Kak 6bl HX cTapanca
oTganutbca ot MepcedoHbl M NPU3HATL, YTO OHA HMKOrAa He MOJIOUT ero Tak, Kak OH NOUT eg,
6onb, KOTOpYylo NpuunHUNa MepcedoHa, HMKOraa He NoKMAana ero NosHocTbio. [axe ceityac MeHpu
He COMHEBAsICA, YTO HAKOTAa U HEe NOKUHET.

— Al npuwén croga nogymaTb, — oTBeTUA [eHpu. — [lyman Tbl yXKe oTnpaBuIacb 4OMOMN.

— Pewwnna HemHoro 3ageprkatbca. Bam Bcem Hy»KHa nomolub. OcobeHHo Tebe.

E€ mArkvMe nanbLbl KOCHYAUCb €ro PyKW, M OH Hanparcsa. YTo oHa aenana? lMNepcedoHa enpa
Tepnena ero NPUCyTCTBME; OH AyMas, YTO OHA CPa3y *Ke MOKMHET ABOpel, a He CTaHeT, HanpoTuB,
pa3bICKMBaATb €ro.

— Mama pacckasana, 4to cnyumnocbk. Kent noscrogy Teba muer.

FeHpW no¥an nae4yamu, He NO3BOAAA cebe BblKa3aTb HU egMHON amoLMn. — fA NOKa He roToB C
HeW BCTPeTUTbCA.
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— MNouyemy? — MepcedoHa ycenacb Ha NOANOKOTHUK Kpecna. FeHpu NoABMHYA PYKY, 4TobObl OHa
He Kacanacb eé€. YTo OH 0/1KeH 0TBeTUTL? YTO OHa NpaBMAbHO caenana, Korga octasmaa ero? Yto oH
Wb NPUHOCUT 60/1b U CTPaZAHUA TEM, KTO OCMENNACA NONOUTb ero, UM Tem, KOro oH 16Ut cam?
CHauana Kannuona, notom MepcedoHa, 3atem UHrpua, BetaHm n gpyrve AesyLlwKM, nornbne ms-3a
Hero. A Tenepb KenT, KoTopana 3Haymaa gns Hero 6oblue, YeM cOBCTBEHHAsN KU3Hb.

C Oxxermcom oHa bblna b6bl cyacTimBa. Tenepb oH 3HaeT 06 aTtom. Korga yBugen ux Bmecte Ha
NEeTHUX KaHMKYNax, TO MOHAJ, YTO /INLLINA e€ CYACTbsA TaK e, KaK Koraa-To MepcedoHy. Ero ntob6osb He
BaXKHa, €C/IN OEeBYLKN NUTAAN YyBCTBA K APYrMM MyKYmHam. OH NOCTynan asroucTUYHO, He OTNYyCKaA
Keint. Tem cambim He TONbKO AnMWwKna nx obomnx c4acTbA, HO U NOACTAaBUA NOA, YrPO3y €€ KU3Hb.

— OHa morna ymepeTb, NOTOMY 4YTO A NOBEN cebA KaK aypaK M NO3BOAUA €l PUCKOBATb, —
HakoHeL, oTBeTun OH. CnoBa TAKENUAN A3bIK, HO OH BCE-Taku Bblgasua ux. — C camoro Hawero
3HAKOMCTBa i NOCTOAHHO NOABEPrato eé KM3Hb ONacHOCTU. Ho Tak Bosiblie NPOoAoNKATLCA HE MOXKET.

MepcedoHa 3aKaTMNA rNasa, U HageXabl FeHpPU Ha Pa3yMHbI Pa3roBop yneTyuynnmcb. KoHeuyHo
K€, OHAa NoCcYUTaNa ero CMEeLWHbIM U MenogpamatmyHbiM. OHa He NOHMMasa, Kak OTY4aAHHO leHpwu
X04eT 3aWnTUTb KelT He ToIbKo oT KpoHoca 1 Kanavonbl, HO 1 OT camoro cebA.

— Tbl He oTBeTCTBEHEH 3a AencTeus Kannmonsl. Teo ckasan, yto Ket B nopsagke. C Hen HUYero
He cnyuunTcsa, — oTtBeTuna MepcedoHa n NeHpu cxkan 3ybbl.

— Mbl He MoXem 3HaTb HaBepHsKa. [laxe ecnn BCE 3aKOHYMUTCA 61arononyyHo, UMeHHO A
NnocTaBma eé B 3TO NonoxeHne. — Y1o ecam Kannmona Ha camom gese npeycnena, U OHM NPOCTO eLLé
He NOHAAKM 3Toro? B toHOCTM [eHpU MOHMMaAN CecTpy M MOr Aaoragatbcsa o eé uensax. OgHako OHa
CTONbKO NeT Tepnena usaesatenbCTBa YonTepa, YTO pasym NovepHen u Uckasuaca, u tenepb FeHpu
AaXKe NOHATMA HE MMEET 0 YEM OHa AyMaeT.

MNepcedoHa NpoBena NanbLamMn NO ero BOAOCaM, OCTaBAAs TENAbIM cned. EE npMKocHOBeHMA
BbI3Ba/IN OPOXKb, KoTOopyto leHpu TyT Ke nogasun. OH yxe W 3abbin, Korga lNepcedoHa TaK
NpPMKacanacb K Hemy.

— 3a 3TN HECKONbKO HeaeNlb OHa Meperkunna Belwm M NoxyxKe, — cKasana lNepcedoHa. — Teos
HOBaA AEBYLUKA — KPENKWUIA OpeLlek, a?

— [Ha, — otBetun leHpu. — Ecam 4to-TO pewwnna, nepeybeantb eé€ b6yaeT HEBO3MOMKHO, U
nneBaTb Ha NOCNeACcTBUA

MepcedoHa dblpKHYAA.

— OueHb NOXOrKe Ha Koe-Koro. 3Haelb, OHa NtobuT Tebs. bonblle, yem ntobuna A.

C Tem e ycnexom OHa MOr/1a NPOCTO BOH3UTb B €ro cepaue KMH»Kaa. FleHpn HEHaZoro 3aKpbIn
rnasa, u NOTOM OTKpPbIA, 4TobObl [MepcedoHa He npuHANacb ero ycnokamsaTb. OT aToro byaeTt Auwb
XYXKe.

— OHa He 3HaeT mMmeHA. A Korga y3HaeT HacTOALLETO, TO YALET.

— lMpamo Kak a?

leHpWn OTBEPHYACA K OKHY. BepHo, NpAMo Kak oHa. Ecam 6bl BCE 6bino TaK npocTo... Ecam bbl
KeWnT TONbKO 3HANa, Y4TO 3HAYUT NtobuTb ero.

MNepcedoHa CKOMb3HY/A C NOANOKOTHUKA WU, K YOMBAEHMIO, Cefla emMy Ha KoneHu. [laxe 3a
ctoneTns BpaKka, Korga ux cBA3biBana JNWb cepaeyHas apyxba, oHa He Gblna Tak 6AM3Ka K Hemy.
Cnepsa leHpu nogyman oTTONKHYTb MNepcedoHy, 04HAKO OHa 0b6HANA ero, N Ux rnasa BCTPETUAUCH.
BbITb MOKeT, OHa NOHANA. bbiTb MOXeT, 3HaNa, HAaCKO/IbKO eMy OAMHOKO, M KaK OTYAaAHHO XOTenoch,
4yTOb6bI KTO-TO BbICAyLWan. bbITb MOXET, TONbKO Tak, HO He Honee.

YacTb ero 3Hana, yto He 6onee. Beab OH BMAEN, KaK OHA CMOTPMUT Ha HEro; Kak C KaXKAblM
B340XOM Npubnmkaetca. OH He NOHMManN eé Urpbl, U YacTb ero naesasna Ha 310. bblno 6bl Tak nerko
CTaTb NPEXHUM YENOBEKOM, KakMm Obin g0 BCTpeun ¢ KelT n go toro, Kak Kannmona crtana Takow
TEMHON M M3BpaLLEHHOW. bblno 6bl Tak nerko cHoBa BAO6UTLCA B MepcedoHy. bonb 3Hakoma, OHa
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HacToALLanA, OHa He nNpuBeaeT K rnbenun MepcedoHbl. OH MOXKET KUTb C 3TON H6onbto. Ho He moxeT
UTb C aroHMen oT noTepun Kenr.

eHuUTbcA Ha Hel 6bl1o0 owKMBKoM. OH 3roMCTUYHO noaBepran eé M3Hb OMacCHOCTU paam
cobcTBeHHOro cyactba. CTonno caenatb BCeM Of0/KeHMe U ucyesHyTb. OHa obpena Bbl cyacTbe C
[xenMmcom, cyactbe, KoTopoe He cnocobeH agatb MeHpu. OH Gonblle HUKOMY He Hy)KeH. TpycocTb
BbIHY/aN1a OCTaTbCA B 3TOM MUpPeE, XOTb [eHPU MU NOHUMaN, BO YTO 3TO 0boinaéTtca KenT.

OH 3acnyxuBan MNepcedoHy. 3acnykuean 6onb. A KelT 3acnyxuBana cyactbe M 060Bb,
KoTopble cnocobeH patb [xehmc. B aToT mur oH gan cebe monyanmsoe obelwaHne: HECMOTPA Ha
BO3parKeHns coBeTa, HaMAET cnocob AaTb ei 3To. [larke ecnum 3To 3HAUYUT, YTO B UTOre OH UCHE3HET.

— [lNopoi MHe MHTepecHOo, 4To bbisio 6bl, ocTaHbcs A, — npousHecna MNepcedoHa. — Kak 6Obl
pa3BMBAZIMCb HAWM OTHOLWEHMUA, ecnn Bbl Mbl BCE Aenanu NocTeneHHo, a He B6pocanncb B OMYT C
roN0BOMW.

Hapg stm Bonpocom eHpu pasmblwian 6ecumcieHHble rogbl.

— Mbl 66111 6bI cyacTAMBbI. W eguHbl.

— MosKeT, ga, — npouwenTtana oHa. — MOMKeT, HeT.

OHa HaknoHunacb Tak 6aM3K0, 4YTO Tenepb MeHpu BuAen B ronybbix rnasax OTTEHOK 3eNEHOrO.
PaHblle OH ero He 3ameyan, M NOKA3aN0Cb CTPAHHbIM, YTO TOIbKO CeMYac, CnycTa CTO/IbKO NIeT nocne
pa3nyKu, OHa NognycTUaa ero 40CTaToMHO 61M3K0, YTOObI OH CMOT PacCMOTpPETb eé rasa.

— Tbl 3ac/y»uBaelWb TOro, Kto Ttebe noaxogut, — npouwenTtana lNepcedoHa. — To, uyTo
NPOU30LLIO MEXKAY HAaMMU, He TBOA BMHA. Mbl CAMLLIKOM pasHble, U HEBAXKHO, HAaCKOJIbKO Tbl ybeaun
cebA B TOM, YTO A — TBOA €IMHCTBEHHASA, 3TO HE MMEET 3HAaUYEHUA, €C/IU Tbl HE MPUHAAJEXKMULLD MHE.

FeHpW HUKOMY He NpUHaANeKan, HU JNA Koro He bbin Tem "eaMHCTBEHHbIM", U @aBHO CBbIKCA C
3TOM MbICAbIO.

— Tbl 1 BNpaBAy cyacTanBa ¢ AGoHMCOM?

lnasa MepcedoHbl CNOBHO 03apuMaM MpayHy0 KOMHaTy. [eBywKa ynablbHynacb. — Korpga
NPOCbLINACh M BU}KY €r0 IMLO, TO 3Hat0, YTO AeHb byaeT YyaecHbIM. 3TO HE U3SMEHUTCS, U He BaXKHO,
CKO/NIbKO NPONAET BpEMEHMU.

FeHpW OCTOPOXKHO ybpan npsab BONOC C €€ rnasa, 3a4apoBaHHbIM UX cuAHMEM. TaK N OH
BbIrAsAen, Koraa Haxoamnca ¢ KenT?

— Tbl Koraa-HMbyab coxanena, 4yto ywna’?

OHa cnnena ux nanbubl.

— WHorpga. A cky4yato No COMHLY... NO TOMY, YTO CBETUT B peasibHOM MUpeE, a He B 3arpobHoM
¥U3HU. fl cKyyaro no mame. A ckyyato no cembe. CKyyato no BpemeHam roga. CKyyato no nepemeHam.
— MepcedoHa npurkanacb rybamm K KOCTALIKam ero nanbues. — MHorga s cky4yato no tebe. ALOHUC
TaKoM cyacTIMBYMK. OH MOXOXK Ha Ntobylo Apyrylo Ayly... He A0 KOHLA NOHMMAaEeT, YTO NPOUCXoamT,
WIN 4TO OKpYKatowWmin mup — danblumnBKa. A cKyyato, 4a, U MOTOMY NMOPOI XOYETCA YTO-TO U3MEHMUT.

FeHpn ¢ MUHYTY Mon4van. BoamoXKHO, 3TO M ecTb peweHne. OH moxeT BepHyTb MepcedoHe
NPEMKHIO KN3Hb. OH HEe MOXKET BEPHYTb el NOooXKeHne 6OrmHKU, Ho cnocobeH 3anoHUTL Te YacTu
¥KM3HU, KOTOpble OHa nponyctuna. BsameH oHa 3arimeT mecto KelT, HGyaeT nomoratb NpaBuTb
Moa3eMHbIM MUPOM. KOHEYHO e, OHa He ByAeT ero *KeHoM, U KaxKabli Be4ep CMOXKET BO3BpaLLLaTbCA
K ApoHucy, Torga leHpu He npupaétca ucyesatb. He HykHO 6ypeT nokuaatb Kent. Cmoxket
HabnoaaTh 3a €€ XKU3HbI0 U3aaseKa, 3HATb, YTO OHA CYACT/IMBA. 3HATb, YTO BCE eLLé KMBa U BAANM OT
ONaCcHOCTU, KOTOPYHO HEC M'eHpw.

FeHpW HepewunTenbHO KOCHyACA WeékM MepcedoHbl. PeweHne — nonHoe 6e3ymue, HO O Tex
nop, NoKa KenT »uMBa M cyacTinBa rge-to B APYrom Mecte, eMy nsieBaTb Ha 60nb. KelT HMKoraga He
H6pOoCKT ero, N0 MeHbLLEeN mepe No CBoeMy KenaHuto. NoKa HeT NPUYMHbI. FeHpU NOHMManN eé YyBCTBa
K cecTpe, NOHMMaA OLyLEeHNe HEeMONHOLEHHOCTU U HEHABUCTU K cebe, HeyBepPeHHOCTU, PEBHOCTMU.
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MepcedoHa — naeanbHoe opyKue, naeanbHbl cnocob NoaToNKHYTb KelT K 6e3onacHocTu. eHpu
HeHaBuaen ceba 3a Nogo06HbIE MbIC/IN, HO 3TO HEOBXOAMMO CAeNaTb.

— Tbl Mornia 6bl BEpHYTbCA, — NpoLenTan oH, 1 NepcedoHa rpycTHO ynblOHyNaCh.

— A Kak e KeinT? Tbl HE NOCTYNUWb TaK € Hel. A 3Hato, YTO Tbl Bbile 3TOro. Bo3amoXHo, eé Tbl
CMOT 04yPaYnTb, HO A 3HAO, KaK Tbl OTHOCKLLbLCA K HE.

— KeWT MHOroe 3HaunT ana meHs, — conran FeHpn. — Ho oHa He Tbl.

— leHpu... — MNepcedoHa cKNoHUNACL BNepPES, U, KOCHYBLUMCb ero ryb, cTépna pasaensaslee mx
pacctoaHue. Ta YépToBa YacTb, YTO 4O cuX nop Ntobuna MNepcedoHa, BOCKANKHYNA, U TeHpH oTBETUA
Ha nouenyi. EWE HM pasy 3a Bpems GpaKa OHM TaK He LesoBa/iMCb — He LenoBajinucb B NopbiBe
eslaHuA. TeHpU HaxoamAn B 3TOM YTO-TO 3axBaTbiBalollee, YTO-TO TAKOe, Yero He MOr NoAaBUTb.
OAaHakKo, 3ToO — camas Manan YacTb TOro, Yero oH, B CBOE Bpems, XKaan.

310 Anwb nouenyi. MpocTon nouenyi, KOTopbln BOPOLWIMT Oblable HAAEXAbl U Pa3pyLUEHHbIE
meuTbl. Ho Tenepb y Hero Hagexkapl NokpynHee. MeuTtbl nonydwe. Ux cnocobHa MCNOAHUTL AULLb
Ken.

HakoHeu, l'eHpu oTcTpaHuica, n MNepcedoHa NOCMOTPENA Ha HEro TAXKENbIM B3r/IAL0M.

— [leno B TOM, UTO 1 — He A, — MArKO NpousHecna oHa. — A He TOT YeNOBEK, KOTOPOro Tbl
NO6MLWb. ITOT YE/IOBEK HUKOrAa He CYLLecTBOBaj, a TO, YTO Tbl PUCYELlb MEHS TOM, KEM A He
AB/IAOCL... pa3pywaeT Teb6sa. Mbl NpoBesn BMecTe 1llb OAUH XOPOLINIM AEHb, BCE OCTa/ibHble AHU
6blnKM yrKacHbIMUK. A Bblna HecYyacTHa, U KOoraa MoHA/a, YTo 60/blie He Xo4y ObiTb TBOEW KEHOM, Thbl
ybeann cebs B Tom, YTo NOOUIWIL MeHA. HO Tbl HMKOrga He nobua meHs. Tol nobun yenoseka,
KOTOPOro HMKOrAa He CyLLecTBOBano.

leHpw 3Han, 4YTo BAOOMACA B YeNOBEKA, KOTOPOro He CywecTBoBaso, U Tenepb Hosblue He
npocun eé nw6su. Jinwb nomowm. Ho Koraa FeHpu OTKpbIA PoT, YTObbI 06bACHMTLCA, MNepcedoHa
nepebuna ero.

— CKaXM MHe. ITOT M nouenyi Tbl Boobparkan nocnegHue Toicaym net? Ceppgue 3amepno?
KomHaTa cTana Bpawatbca? Bcé ocTanbHOE NOMEPKAO?

FeHpM TAXENO CrnoTHY/, OLWYTUB YKON BWHbI. Kakume 6bl 4yBCTBA OH HW WCMNbITbIBAA K
MepcedoHe, Kak bbl OTYAAHHO HU XOTeN 3alNTUTL KelT, Henb3a genaTb 310 Tak. Ecan Kelt y3Haer, 1o
BOBCE He CTaHeT BUHWUTb €ro 3a YyBCTBA, KOTOPble, KaK OHa Aymana, ocTanucb. Hanpotms, oHa byaeT
BUHUTbL cebsa 3a To, YTo 6yaTO Obl HegocTaToOuyHO xopowa. OT MbIC/AIN, YTO OHa MPOXOAMT yepes
nofobHyt 601b, emy cTano aypHo. OH He ctoun KeliT. A BOT OHa 3aC/y»KMBaJia Yero-To ay4Luero.

Tem He MeHee, YTO caenaHo, To caenaHo. Jlyywe 6bITb TPYCOM, YEM OMNNAKMBATE MEPTBOE TENO
KeiT. FTeHpU BbINPAMMACA, OCTOPOXKHO OTTONKHYB MepcedoHy.

— HeT, — npounsHéc oH TMxo. — A ntobnio Kelr.

— Xopouwo. [laBHO nopa 6b110 0CO3HATD.

leHpM noKkayan rosoBoiA.

— Tbl He NoHMMaellb. 1 TaK CUNbHO €€ N6, YTO AarKe AymaTb OOHCb O TOM, YTO MOMKET
CNYUYUTBLCA C HE Ha BOMHe. Ecnn oHa ocTaHeTtca co mHol, Kannmnona yobéTt eé. 1 He cnocobeH XKuTb C
TaKOW BMHO.

MepcedoHa B3aEpPHYNa 6POBb U OTKMHYNACb Ha3a4, NPUCTaNbHO Habaogan 3a MNeHpw.

— TaK BOT OHO 4YTO? Xoyelb, YToObl A noberkana K HeW M pacckasana o Hawem nouenye?

FeHpu monyan.

MNepcedoHa PpbIpKHYAA.

— Tbl cmewoH. A ¢ AGOHUCOM, a Tbl TaK CUNbHO NtOOULWb KelT, YTo KaxkeTcs, byaTo Npu o4HOM
MbIC/IX, YTO OHA NOKMHET Tebs, BOT-BOT MCHE3HELD.

— Jlyqwe uncyesHy A, 4em OHa, — MPOM3HEC [eHpu TBEp)Ke, Yem Hamepesanca. — U a He
cobupatocb 3abupatb Teba y AgoHuca. Tbl noyenoBasa MeHsa, a He HaobopoT.

— [a, noTomy 4TO X0Tena 06bACHUTL, YTO Tbl OLWMbaeLbes B CBOEM N10OBU KO MHe.
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— A nobnto Tebsa, HecmoTps Ha Ty 60/1b, KOTOPYH Tbl MHE MPUYMHA, U HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO
pa3pyLmnaa MO KM3Hb, — eie C/blWHO NpousHéc NeHpu. — U a nobnto Kent, HecmoTpa Ha Ty 6onb,
KOTOPYIO Cam el NpuUmMHALD. HeCcMOoTpA Ha TO, KaK paspyLlato en *KU3Hb.

— Hwnuero nogobHoro. Tbi cnac eé.

— A npueén eé cioga. MNoasepr onacHOCTU. M3-3a MeHA €l NPUWNOCb CTOAKHYTbCA C
Kannunonon.

— [a cKonbko MOXHO BCMOMWHaTb Kannmony? — orpbidHynack [epcedoHa, un leHpwu
3amonyan. — Cnywai. A He cobupatocb NpaBuTb ¢ To6ON. ITO TBOE LAPCTBO, a A OYEHb AaxKe
cYyacT/IMBa cBoel 3arpobHOM KM3HblO. He BCE, KOHEYHO, naeanbHo, HO AZOHUCA MHe bosiee yem
AocTtatouHo. Ecam nobuwb Kent, To caenan ogonkeHune. He octasnnaii eé ogHy. He noctynai Kak 1.

leHpy BbINPAMUACA. — ITO Noc/iedHee, Yero MHe xo4eTcs. Y Heé ecTb [enmc...

MepcedoHa dbipKHYA.

— Kak ke MHe xo4eTca, 4Tobbl Bbl MepecTany BpaxKAoBaTb. XBAaTWUT y¥Ke, LLeNaa BEYHOCTb
npowna.

— MoeT u TaK, HO OH 1 KenT npoBesin BCE NeTo BMecTe...

— M yt0o? Tl NpoCTO cAawbCa?

— £l xouy, 4TO6bI OHa 6blNa cyacTAMBaA, — NPOroBopwuN FeHpU CKBO3b CTUCHYTble 3ybbl. — U
ecnun NpuaeTca oTnycTuTb eé...

— Tbl caenaelb eé cYacTIMBOM TONbKO ec/in byaellb 06UTb TaK }Ke, Kak oHa 11 buT Tebs.

— fl Beab 3Hato, YTO Tbl €€ Nbub. Tak NoYemy He MoKaxKewb? — npoaoskuna MNepcedoHa
y}Ke mArye.

— A yxe otBeTnn, — rpybo otBetnn N'eHpn. — OHA NOrMBHET, ecnn OCTAHETCA CO MHOW.

— Hert. Xouelwb paccKaxy, OTKyAa s 3To 3Hato? MoToMy 4To A 3Hato TebA. 3Hato, Ha YTO Thl FOTOB
pagu eé 3awmuTtbl. Jenait, 4To A0MKeH, [eHpPU, HO MOMHM, YTO HUKTO HE 3ac/ayXuBaeT Tolh 6onu,
KOTOpPYO NoYyBCTBYET KET, eCin OCTaBULLb eé.

OHa nouenoBana leHpu B no6 u BcTana. EMy cHoBa 3axoTenocb MO4YyBCTBOBaTb €&
NPUKOCHOBEHME, HO KOF4a OHa OTOLWNA Ad/iblie, MOHAM, YTO XaXKAET BOBCe He eé Tenna, a Kent. OH
TOCKOBa/ Mo HeW. TaK cuabHO, 4To A0 60nKM, a cama MbIC/b, YTO OH NPUYUHAET el Ty e 60ab, UTo
BEKAMM MUCMbITbIBAN CaM...

MepcedoHa npaBa. HM oH, HK KelT He 3acnyKMBatOT 3TOrO.

— OKax¥u MmHe ycnyry, — npousHéc leHpu, koraa lMNepcedoHa yxe b6blna y gsepein. — He
pacckasbiBai ei.

— He 6yay, — noobewana NepcedoHa. — OHa BCE paBHO MHe He NoBepuT. HM nNpo nouenyi,
HM NPO TO, KaK CU/IbHO Tbl €e Ntobub. YK TOYHO, — OHa cAenana naysy. — 3Haelb, Tbl TOT eweé
6onBaH.

— 3Hato. — ['eHpU B3A0XHYA N OTKMHYACA Ha CIKHKY Kpecnaa. OH 60nBaH, KOTOPbIA HX 33 YTO He
AONYCTUT CMepTb KenT.
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